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In  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


No.  2483. 

Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Appellant, 

vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer. 


a  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

1‘  enton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Plaintiff. 

vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer  and  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust 

Company.  Defendants. 

United  States  of  America, 

District  of  Columbia,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  said  District,  at  the  times 
hereinafter  mentioned,  the  following  papers  were  filed  and  proceed¬ 
ings  had,  in  the  above-entitled  cause,  to  wit: 

1  Bill 

\ 

Filed  June  27,  1910. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

Lee  M.  Hurd,  Conservator  of  the  Person  and  Estate  of  Fenton  J. 

Hurd,  Incapable,  Plaintiff, 
vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer  and  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  Defendants. 

S 

To  the  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
Holding  in  Equity: 

The  plaintiff,  Lee  M.  Hurd  respectfully  show’s  as  follows: 

1.  That  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
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Greenwich,  State  of  Connecticut  and  brings  this  suit  as  conservator 
of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Incapable,  bv  virtue  of 
ancillary  letters  granted  to  him  as  such  conservator  by ‘this  Hon- 


,  c  ‘  dfJe"dmu  Cramer  is  a  resident  of  the  city 

)\tchT^,n;  D,s,Pct  of  Columbia,  and  is  sued  in  her  own  right- 
and  the  defendant  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  Is  a 
corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  doing  business  in  said  District  of  Columbia  and  is  sued  in  its 
own  right  as  hereinafter  stated. 


3'  ITh“t  °«  t0  wit.  ‘he  twenty-first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1910.  Fen¬ 
ton  J.  Ilurd,  a  resident  of  Greenwich.  State  of  Connecticut,  was 
oy  the  Court  of  Prohate  of  the  District  of  Greenwich.  State 
-  of  Connecticut,  adjudged  to  be  incapable  of  transacting  busi- 
aD<^  bee  M.  Hurd  was  duly  appointed  by 

the  said  Court  as  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  j. 
Hurd.  Incapable,  and  duly  qualified  as  such  by  giving  bond  in  the 
sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars;  and  that  thereafter  the  said  Fee  M 
Ilurd,  plaintiff  herein,  was  by  this  Honorable  Court  granted  an¬ 
cillary  letters  as  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  said  Fenton 
J.  Ilurd  and  has  duly  qualified  under  said  appointment. 

4.  That  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  from  about  the  year  1891 
to  the  early  part  of  1910,  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Washington,  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  during  a  considerable  period  of  that  time 
made  his  home  with  the  defendant,  Laura  K.  Cramer  in  said  Citv 
and  District,  her  place  of  residence  having  been  almost  continuously 
his  home  from  long  prior  to  the  year  1901,  to  the  time  of  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Greenwich,  Connecticut," in  March.  1910.  That  the  said 
Fenton  -T.  Ilurd  is  a  man  advanced  in  years,  being  now  in  the 
eighty-nirqh  year  of  his  age,  and  for  ten  years  last  past  has  been 
mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  own  business  affairs;  that  dur¬ 
ing  all  of  said  period  of  ten  years  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cra¬ 
mer  has  exercised  a  dominating  influence  over  him.  the  said  Hurd 
reposing  in  her  the  utmost  confidence. 

5.  That  Mary  S.  Lee  Hurd,  wife  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd, 
and  to  whom  he  was  greatly  devoted,  and  who  had  been  of  most 
"helpful  assistance  in  the  accumulation  of  his  property  died  on  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1891;  and  the  said  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  was  greatly  affected 

by  her  death  and  thereafter  entertained  the  belief  that  it  was 


3  possible  for  departed  spirits  through  certain  persons  denom¬ 
inated  as  “mediums”  to  hold  communication  with  their 
loved  ones  still  living,  and  was  greatly  influenced  in  respect  to  all 
business  matters  by  any  communication  received  by  him  purport¬ 
ing  to  come  from  his  deceased  wife,  especially  when  such  communi¬ 
cations  came  to  him  through  the  medium  of  the  said  defendant 


Laura  R.  Cramer. 

6.  That  this  belief  on  the  part  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was 
well  known  to  the  'defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  who  encouraged 
him  in  such  belief  and  herself  acted  the  part  of  a  “medium”  and 
frequently  presented  him  with  communications  purporting  to  have 
been  received  by  her  for  him  from  his  deceased  wife  and  signed 
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‘‘Mary,  the  name  of  his  said  wife;  and  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
by  reason  of  his  sincere  devotion  to  his  said  wife,  and  the  said 
Laura  R.  Cramer  being  a  person  in  whom  he  entertained  the  great¬ 
est  confidence  and  by  reason  of  their  long  and  intimate  association 
as  members  of  the  same  household  had  as  above  alleged,  acquired 
and  exercised  a  controlling  influence  over  him,  readily  accepted  said 
communications  as  in  fact  having  been  made  to  him  bv  his  deceased 
wife  and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  and  requests  con¬ 
tained  in  the  said  letters. 

7.  That  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  well  knowing  the 
implicit  confidence  reposed  in  her  by  the  said  Fenton  .T.  Hurd 
and  that  he  was  incapable  of  attending  to  his  business  affairs  and 
safeguarding  his  interests,  and  also  well  knowing  his  devotion  to 
the  memory  of  his  deceased  wife  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  ac¬ 
cepted  and  complied  with  any  suggestion  or  request  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  came  to  him  from  his  said  wife,  on  frequent  occasions 

4  during  the  more  than  nine  years  during  which  he  had  been 
an  inmate  of  her  home,  presented  to  him  communications 

which  she  fraudulently  and  with  the  intent  thereby  to  acquire  to 
herself  moneys  and  property  of  the  said  Hurd  without  giving  any 
consideration  therefor,  represented  and  pretended  came  from  his 
deceased  wife,  which  communications  contained  suggestions  and 
requests  that  he  the  said  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  should  place  large  sums 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  which  he  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  fully  believing  that  thereby  he  was  carrying 
out  the  will  of  his  said  wife,  accordingly  did,  and  from  time  to  time 
during  the  said  nine  years,  and  particularly,  to  wit,  in  May,  1904, 
December.  1904,  April,  1905,  April  16,  1906,  December  19,  1906, 
and  May  5,  1909,  and  at  divers  other  times  the  said  Laura  R.  Cra¬ 
mer,  by  the  false  and  fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions  re¬ 
ferred  to,  procured  from  him  without  giving  any  consideration 
therefor  sums  aggregating  more  than  Forty  Thousand  Dollars.  The 
drafts  representing  various  large  amounts  were  cashed  by  the  said 
Defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  through  the  defendant  The  Washington 
Loan  and  Trust  Companv,  among  them  being  the  following,  to  wit: 
May,  1904,  $6,000;  April.  1905,  $5,000;  April  16,  1906.  $6,000, 
on  December  19,  1906,  $4,000;  on  May  5,  1909,  $10,000,00,  besides 
drafts  for  other  large  amounts  at  divers  times;  and  the  plaintiff 
alleges  upon  information  and  belief  that  the  said  amounts  went  into 
the  account  of  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  with  the  defend¬ 
ant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  the  plaintiff 
alleges  that  no  consideration  passed  from  the  said  defendant  Laura 
R.  Cramer  to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  or  to  any  one  for  him  for  the 
said  transfers  to  her,  but  the  same  was  wholly  without  con- 

5  sideration,  and  were  induced  by  the  fraudulent  representa¬ 
tions  and  pretensions  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  that  the  • 

deceased  wife.pf  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  suggested  and  requested 
that  such  transfers  be  made:  and  further  plaintiff  claims  that  anv 
moneys  in  the  possession  of  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan 
and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  said  defendant  Laura  R,  Cramer 
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are  moneys  to  which  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  or  the  plaintiff  as 
conservator  of  his  estate,  is  justly  and  in  equity  entitled.P 

ant  ilnra  R  f^theraT  °f  the  f7l^ulent  PurI>°se  of  said  defend¬ 
ant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  by  means  of  the  representations  and  preten- 

sions  referred  to,  to  possess  herself  of  the  moneys  and  property  of 
the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  without  giving  any  consideration  therefor 
and  in  order  to  prevent  any  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  son  and 
grandson  of  the  said  Hurd  into  his  affairs,  well  knowing  that  if  the 
said  son  and  grandson  became  aware  of  the  true  conditions  bv  which 
the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  surrounded  they  would  at  once  take 
steps  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his  interests,  the  said  defend- 
ant  Laura  R.  Cramer  falsely  and  fraudulently  continually  repre- 
sente^i  to  the  said  Hurd  that  they  the  said  son  and  grandson  were 
indifferent  to  his  welfare  and  anxious  only  that  his  death  might 
come  as  speedily  as  possible  in  order  that  they  might  come  into  po«- 
session  of  his  money  and  estate,  and  induced  in  the  mind  of ‘said 
Hurd  a  belief  that  such  was  the  case;  and  at  the  same  time,  and  with 
a  like  purpose  of  preventing  any  inquiry  on  the  part  of  said  son  and 
grandson  into  his  affairs,  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  rep¬ 
resented  to  the  said  son  and  grandson  that,  he  the  said  Hurd 
b  was  very  bitter  against  and  antagonistic  to’them,  that  he  was 
\ery  penurious  and  close  in  his  money  matters  and  would 
spend  money  for  no  purpose,  not  even  for  suitable  clothing.  And 
the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  representation  that  the  son  and  grand- 
son  of  said  Tin rd  were  indifferent  to  his  welfare  and  cared  only 
that  they  might  come  into  possession  of  his  estate  was,  and  was  well 
known  to  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  be.  wholly  false  and 
fraudulent;  and  further  that  at  the  times  when  the  said  Laura  R. 
Cramer  represented  to  the  said  son  and  grandson  that  said  Hurd 
"as  penurious  and  close  and  would  not  even  buy  himself  decent 
clothing,  she  was  receiving  from  him,  as  above  alleged  and  by  means 
of  the  fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions  alleged,  moneys 

and  property  aggregating  in  value  more  than  Forty  Thousand  Dol¬ 
lars. 

9.  The  plaintiff  is  advised  that,  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  be  is  entitled  to  have  the  said  transfers  of 
money  and  property  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  to  the  said  Laura 
R.  Cramer  set  aside  as  having  been  obtained  by  fraud  and  undue 
influence  practiced  by  said  defendant  upon  tbe  said  Fenton  .T.  Hurd 
at  a  time  when  the  said  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  was  not  mentally  capable 
of  attending  to  his  own  business  affairs  and  safeguarding  his  own 
interests,  and  to  a  decree  requiring  the  said  defendant  Laura  R. 
Cramer  to  account  for  the  moneys  and  property  received  by  her  and 
to  paj  o\  er  and  deliver  tbe  same  to  the  plaintiff  as  such  conservator 
of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd;  and  further  to  a  decree  de¬ 
claring  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  tbe  defendant  Tbe  Washington 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  the  defiant.  Laura  R 
Cramer  to  be  the  property  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  HurdTand  enjoining 
the  said  defendant  Trust  Company  pending  this  suit  and  per- 
7  petuallv  from  paying  out  said  moneys,  to  any  person  except 
to  the  plaintiff  as  the  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd. 
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10.  Upon  information  and  belief  plaintiff  alleges  that  in  addition 
to  the  account  kept  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  with  the  de¬ 
fendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  the  said  de¬ 
fendant  Cramer  also  rents  from  said  defendant  Trust  Company  a 
safe  deposit  box,  the  contents  of  which  box  are  to  the  plaintiff  un¬ 
known,  but  the  plaintiff  alleges  upon  information  and  belief  that 
any  securities  or  property  therein  were  purchased  with  the  proceeds 
of  the  fraud  practiced  by  her  upon  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  • 
that  in  equity  and  good  conscience  such  securities  and  property  be¬ 
long  to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd.  And  the  plaintiff  claims  that  he 
is  entitled,  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  to  a 
decree  enjoining  the  defendants  Laura  R.  Cramer  and  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  pending  this  suit  and  perpetu¬ 
ally,  from  having  access  to  or  withdrawing  from  said  box  any  of  the 
contents  thereof,  except  upon  the  order  of  this  court. 

The  premises  considered,  the  plaintiff  prays — 

1.  That  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  and  the  said  The  Washington 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  be  made  parties  defendant  hereto,  served 
with  process  and  required  to  answer  fully  the  exigency  of  this  bill, 
but  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  not  under  oath,  answer  under  oath  bv 
her  being  hereby  expressly  waived. 

*2.  That  the  various  transfers  of  money  and  property  made  by  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  may  be  decreed  to  be  vacated  and  set  aside  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  procured  by  fraud  and  undue  in- 

8  fluence  practiced  by  her  upon  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

3.  That  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  be  de¬ 
creed  to  hold  all  such  money  and  property  in  trust  for  the  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  she  may  be  required  to  account  therefor 
and  pay  over  and  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the  conservator  of  the 
estate  of  said  Hurd,  all  such  money  and  property,  with  interest  on 
all  moneys  from  the  date  the  same  were  received  by  her. 

rnone> k  on  deposit  in  the  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  be 
decreed  to  belong  to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  said  The 
ashington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  may  be  enjoined,  pending 
this  suit  and  perpetually,  from  paying  any  of  said  moneys  to  said 
Laura  R.  Cramer  or  on  her  order  and  may  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  plaintiff  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Hurd. 

5.  That  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  and  The  Washington 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  may  be  enjoined,  pending  this  suit  and 
perpetually,  from  having  access  to  or  withdrawing  from  any  safe 
deposit  box  renied  from  said  Trust  Companv  by  said  Laura  R. 
Cramer,  any  of  the  contents  of  said  box.  and  that  any  securities  or 
property  in  said  box  may  be  decreed  to  belong  to  said  Fenton  .T 
TTurd  and  may  be  required  to  be  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  as  con¬ 
servator  of  the  estate  of  said  Hurd. 

6.  That  said  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Companv  may  be 
reo Hired,  in  its  answer  to  this  bill  of  complaint,  to  set  forth  a  true 
and  correct  statement  of  the  account  of  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  with 
said  Company,  showing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  deposits,  the  nature 

of  said  deposits,  whether  in  cash,  checks  or  drafts,  the  banks 

9  upon  which  such  checks  or  drafts  were  drawn  and  by  whom, 
and  specifically  stating  what  became  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
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drafts  mentioned  in  paragraph  7  of  the  bill  of  complaint,  to  wit- 
Draft  in  May,  1904.  $6,000;  draft  in  April,  1905,  $o.000-  draft  of 
April  lb  1906,  for  $6,000;  draft  of  December  19,  1906,  for  $4  000- 
draft  of  Mlay  5.  1909,  for  $10,000.  ’  ’  ’ 

That  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  lie  enjoined,  pending 

inanrU  ,|an<  I1eTetUany’  f">m  conveying,  transferring,  incumber? 
ing  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  property  acquired  bv  her  with  the 

F^'hfn  T°IIurdne'V  °r  °<her  proper,y  a«luired  *>>’  her  from  said 

That  he  may  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  the  case 
may  require  and  to  the  court  may  seem  right  and  proper 

LEE  M.  HURD, 
Conservator  of  the  Estate  of 

IT.  GORDON  PTERCE.  ^  Hurd’  InfnP"hk- 

WALLACE  DONALD  McLEAN 
RTOHARD  A.  FORD, 

A  ttomeys. 

State  of  New  York, 

—  City,  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

L  Lee  M  Ilurd,  on  oath,  pay  that  T  have  read  the  foregoing  bill  of 
complaint  bv  me  subscribed  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  Fenton 
J.  Hurd,  and  that  the  matters  therein  stated  are  true  to  the  liest  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

^Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before*  me  this  20  day  of  .Tune.  A.  IX 

f^ALl  R.  H.  MORGAN,  .Tr., 

Notary  Public,  New  York  Co. 
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Answer  of  Laura  R.  Cramer. 
Filed  July  13,  1910. 


*  *  *  ♦  *  *  * 

The  separate  answer  of  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  to  the  bill 
of  complaint  of  the  above  named  plaintiff  shows  as  follows- 

lilts  defendant,  not  waiving  any  right  of  exception  to  the  mani¬ 
fest  imperfections  of  the  plaintiff  s  bill  of  complaint  and  particularly 

bfA  trr  '.'""'At  ,,,ade1 ,hm  il  '-"^iently  appears  bv  the  said 
bill  that  the  plaintiff  has  a  clear  remedv  at  law  in  the  premises  and 

therefore  that  this  Court  of  Equity  is  without  jurisdiction  to  enter- 

?  .V,  S!l"'  l,,n-  m'd  Mpressly  insisting  thereon,  for  answer  to  the 

.aid  hill,  or  so  much  as  she  is  advised  it  is  necessarv  for  her  to  an¬ 
swer,  says:  *  1 

1.  Answering  the  first  paragraph  of  said  bill  this  defendant  ad¬ 
mits  the  averments  therein  contained. 

o'  nru/'  adm;t0'he  aver,,ienfs  °f  the  second  paragraph. 

3.  This  defendant  until  the  filing  of  the  bill  had  no  knowledge 
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whatever  of  the  adjudication  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  in¬ 
capable  of  transacting  business  or  that  the  plaintiff,  Lee  M. 

11  Hurd,  had  been  appointed  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said 
Fenton  J.  Ilurd,  or  that  he  had  qualified  in  any  manner  as 

such  conservator.  She  further  says  that  she  believes  it  to  be  untrue 
that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  a  resident  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut, 
and  says  that  he  has  always  claimed  a  legal  residence  at  St.  Charles, 
Minnesota,  where  he  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  business  and 
that  his  domicile  has  in  later  years  been  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
from  which  city  he  was  taken  only  in  March,  1910,  being  then  de¬ 
coyed  away  by  the  plaintiff  herein  by  means  of  the  false  statement 
that  this  defendant  was  then  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  that  he 
could  not  be  cared  for  at  her  home,  as  will  appear  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  plaintiff  to  this  defendant,  dated  March  17,  1910,  a 
copy  whereof  is  made  a  part  of  Exhibit  No.  3,  hereto  attached. 

Further  answering  said  paragraph  this  defendant  says  that  she 
does  not  admit  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  in  fact  an  incapable, 
and  verily  believes  that  if  he  has  been  so  adjudged  by  the  Probate 
Court  at  Greenwich,  that  Court  was  imposed  upon  by  false  repre¬ 
sentations  made  by  the  said  plaintiff  and  other  persons  impatient 
for  said  Fenton  J.  Hurds  death,  andd  eager  to  obtain  for  them¬ 
selves  control  of  his  property  during  his  life  time.  S.he  further  says 
that  since  the  filing  of  the  bill  in  this  cause  her  Counsel  have  pro¬ 
cured  for  her  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  had  in  the  Probate 
Court  of  Greenwich  district  referred  to  in  said  bill  and  that  it  ap¬ 
peal's  thereby  that  the  petition  for  adjudication  of  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd,  as  an  incapable  was  made  by  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  on  March 
24,  1910,  and  that  therein  he  averred  that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was 
a  resident  of  said  Greenwich :  That  it  further  appears  that 

12  said  F enton  J.  Hurd  was  not  present  at  the  hearing  upon  said 
petition  and  that  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  testified  at  said  hearing 

that  his  grandfather  had  been  living  with  him  on  and  off  for  about 
five  or  six  years.  And  defendant  says  that  such  statement  of  resi¬ 
dence  is  false  and  was  intended  to  mislead  and  deceive  the  Court; 
the  fact  being  that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  has  never  lived  with  said 
Lee  M.  Ilurd,  and  has  in  said  period  of  five  or  six  years  last  past 
visited  said  grandson  only  four  times,  and  none  of  such  visits  was 
more  than  two  weeks  in  duration.  Said  transcript  of  record  further 
shows  that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  not  before  the  Court  in  person 
or  by  attorney  at  the  hearing  aforesaid..  This  defendant  verilv  be¬ 
lieves  and  so  avers  that  such  proceeding  was  an  iniquitous  one 
framed  by  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  while  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  by  him 
unlawfully  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  for  the  purpose  of  wresting 
from  him  his  property  against  his  will,  and  that  the  testimony  given 
by  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  that  said  application  was  made  with  the*  knowl¬ 
edge  and  consent  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  as  appears  from  said  tran¬ 
script  was  without  foundation  in  fact.  Said  transcript  of  record  is 
filed  herewith  marked  Exhibit  4  to  Answer. 

4.  This  defendant  admits  the  averments  of  the  Fourth  paragraph 
of  said  bill  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  residence  of  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  fact  that  he  made  his 
home  while  in  the  City  of  Washington  with  this  defendant.  She 
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FVntnn  hI<mHVeri  !he  f’erment-  t£at  for  ten  years  last  past  that  said 

T enton  J.  Hurd  hits  been  mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  own 
business  affaire  and  on  the  contrary  avers  the  said  Fenton  J 

lo  hns  at  f1]  tlmef  during  said  ]>eriod  and  up  to  the  time 

of  his  removal  from  the  District  of  Columbia  in  March.  1910. 
been  mentally  alert  and  active  and  thoroughly  aware  of  what  he 

V'S  r  °!Ilf  and  entirel.v  capable  of  managing  his  business  affairs  and 
she  further  says  that  the  statement  to  the  contrarv  so  as  aforesaid 
contained  in  said  Fourth  paragraph  is  a  wilful  ' falsehood,  made 
without  foundation  and  only  localise  the  legal  necessities  of  thi< 
suit  required  such  statement. 

This  defendant  says  that  she  has  been  in  frequent  correspondence 
«ith  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  and  has  frequently  conversed  with  him 
during  the  last  five  or  six  years  and  while  the  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 
was  residing  with  her  and  that  at  no  time  did  the  said  Lee  M  Hurd 
suggest  or  hint  m  any  way  that  his  grandfather,  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd,  was  of  weak  nund  or  incapable  in  anv  way  whatever  of  trnns. 
acting  his  affairs  This  defendant  believes  it  to  be  tn.e  at  "he 
had  influence  with  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  but  she  denies  this  was 
a  dominating  influence  and  avers  that  such  influence  as  she 

ll'm,anre  fron!  th®.s|rong  affection  which  the  said  Fenton 
•L  Hurd  felt  for  her  and  which  she  had  earned  bv  giving  him  he 

‘'a5  °A„aswewf  *Tt,dU«^  *he  of  “>eir  close  aviation 

■  Answering  the  fifth  paragraph  this  defendant  admits  that 

the  wife  of  the  said  1' enton  J.  Hurd  died  in  the  vear  1801  and 
hat  lie  was  greatly  affected  by  her  death.  It  is  also  true  that  said 
I  enton  J.  Hurd  entertained  the  belief,  shared  bv  manv  thousands 
of  persons,  that  it  was  possible  for  the  spirits  of  the  dead  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  living  and  she  has  knowledge  that  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  believed  that  from  time  to  time,  and  through  the 

14  'ed';'m  Hf'erta‘n  Pfwom,  he  received  communications  from 

his  deceased  wife,  but  she  lias  no  knowledge  that  he  was 
ever  influenced  in  h,s  business  affairs  by  such  communications 
>.  Answering  the  Sixth  paragraph  of  said  bill  of  complaint  this 
defendant  says  that  she  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
s  not  a  spiritualist  by  profession  or  in  belief,  and  has  never  atTnv 
line  to  any  person  claimed  to  possess  the  powers  of  a  medium  nor 
has  she  acted  the  part  of  a  medium.  She  further  savs  that  she 
frequently  discussed  with  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  his  Isel'icf  in 
spiritualism,  and  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  therefrom  hut  with 

3L"srsJS  Ss^i!r!rs in  the  “-Al 

fr0m  his  ^eceased  'wife  *to  procure^from 

aga7in  denLf  thVtoS d^^T^urd  ‘If  dfen^nt 

ing  to  his  business  affairs  ZTf f ^ neapahle  of  *“end- 

all  the  averments  of  the  said  paragraph  which  tge  KithZ 
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US®  °f  fraudulent  devices  to  acquire  money  or  property  from  the 
said  t  enton  J.  Hurd  and  she  particularly  denies  that  she  ever  re¬ 
peated  or  gave  to  him  in  any  way  communications  purporting  to 
come  from  his  deceased  wife  requesting  or  suggesting  to  him  that 
he  transfer  to  her,  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  moneys,  and  while 
it  is  true  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  frequently  advised  with 
her  over  minor  matters  of  his  business  affairs  she  believes 
io  it  to  be  untrue  that  he  was  ever  controlled  in  anv  wav 
in  such  affairs  by  anything  she  had  said  further  than  a 
father  might  be  influenced  by  a  wise  suggestion  from  an  affectionate 
daughter  in  whom  he  had  confidence. 

•  furt^r  answering  the  said  paragraph  this  defendant  says  it 
is  true  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  did,  from  time  to  time  make 
her  gifts  of  considerable  sums  of  money  for  which  she  gave  him 
no  pecuniary  consideration,  but  only  the  affectionate  care  which  she 
for  many  years,  slmwtjfl  him  andforwhich  he  was  intenesely  grateful 
and  die  further  says  that  such  gifts  were  wholly  voluntary  from  the 
said  ]•  enton  J.  Hurd,  and  were  made,  as  she  verilv  believes,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  a  settled  purpose  on  his  part  to  so  provide  for  this  de¬ 
fendant  that  she  should  not  he  in  danger  of  suffering  from  want, 
or  be  deprived  of  the  comforts  of  life,  should  she,  through  anv 
misfortune,  become  incapacitated  for  work  or  lose  her  position  in 
the  government  employ.  This  defendant  is  in  middle  life,  and  i« 
now  and  for  more  than  twenty  two  years  has  been,  a  clerk  in  the 
Government  service,  employed  in  the  Department  of  State  Her 
S-1"  ^  service  are  engrossing  and  at  times  arduous  and 
fatiguing,  all  of  which  was  known  to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  who 
frequently  expressed  the  intention  of  so  providing  for  her  that  she 
need  not  work  so  hard,  and  upon  more  than  one  occasion  suggested 
to  her  that  she  resign  her  position.  From  the  time  of  the  death  of 
his  wife  m  the  year  1891,  said  Fenton  .J.  Hurd  had  preferred  to 
live  anvwhere  else  than  with  either  his  son  or  his  grandson  as 
he  informed  this  defendant,  and  until,  at  his  request,  this  defendant 
received  him  as  a  member  of  her  household,  (which  other- 
mse  consisted  of  her  son  and  her  daughter) ,  he  had  onlv 
.  r  the,  tn'ual  aIld  indifferent  care  which  are  usually  found  in 

vhiehnb  laTK  retIred  from  the  act've  business  life  in 

m,t  VfreiTa<  iacquir  a  ,f'0n!P?t€IK'e  88  he  informed  this  defend¬ 
ant,  Mr.  Hurd  spent  much  of  his  time  at  his  room  and  this  de¬ 
fendant  saw  much  of  him,  and  a  sincere  friendship  sprang  up  bl 
tween  them,  this  defendant  giving  him  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  she  could  have  given  him  had  he  been  her  father  and  he 
upon  the  other  hand  willingly  making  himself  useful  in  the 

bT*bold  b7  ,dolnS.  thf  marketing,  and  otherwise  relieving  this 
defendant  of  domestic  duties.  The  relations  between  said  Fenton 
'  bfurd  and  this  defendant  grew  into  a  sincere  regard  for  him  upon 
her  side,  and  upon  his  into  a  grateful  affection  which  has  been 

TaUy.k-me?  ?x PJessed  and  was  at  no  time  abated  or  interning" 
And  this  defendant  further  says  that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  fre- 

quently  informed  her  that  she  was  the  best  friend  he  had  upon 
earth  and  the  only  person  who  had  any  care  or  affection  for  him, 

2 — 2483a 
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Said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  further  informed  this  defendant  that  he  had 
no  regard  or  care  for  his  son,  Byron  Hurd,  father  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  said  1-  enton  s  only  prospec  tive  heir  and  next  of  kin,  and  that 
said  Byron  had  no  right  to  exi>ect  anything  from  him,  he  having 
already  given  him  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres  near  Whallen- 
burgh,  New  York,  and  having  also  at  one  time  bought  for,  and 
given  him,  a  drug  store  with  its  equipment.  Said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
looked  upon  Ins  said  son  as  a  spendthrift,  and  regarded  him  with 
fear,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  a  written  statement 
made  by  said  * enton  J.  Hurd  to  this  defendant  in  the  form  of  a 
letter,  written  in  1906,  in  which  it  is  set  forth  in  part  at 
1/  least,  the  ground  of  his  resentment  toward  his  said  son. 

C0P.v  °f  sold  statement  is  attached  hereto  marked  “Ex- 

1111,11  V  t0„allswe!'  ,ilnd  18  Pra>'e,l  to  *»e  taken  as  part  hereof:  the 
ongina1  will  lie  exhibited  to  the  Court  at  the  hearing  of  this  cause 
isaid  statement  was  made  voluntarily  by  thee  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 
and  without  suggestion  from  this  defendant  who  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  facts  therein  set  out  until  she  received  such  statement  She 
further  says  that  after  the  removal  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  bv 
le  plaintiff  from  the  city  of  Washington  she  found  in  the  room 
ately  occupied  by  him  and  in  his  desk,  an  open  letter  addressed 
to  his  son,  Byron  Hurd,  and  with  it  a  slip  of  paper,  copies  whereof 
are  hereto  attached  marked  “Exhibit  2”,  the  originals  whereof  will 
be  at  any  time  produced.  Said  slip  and  said  letter  and  the  ad¬ 
dress  upon  the  envelope  are  all  in  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
I*  enton  J.  Hurd  and  this  defendant  submits  that  said  letter  con¬ 
tains  a  very  sharply  defined  statement  of  at  least  one  of  the  reasons 
which  operated  upon  the  mind  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  in  mak- 
in"  the  £ifts  to  this  defendant  which  he  did  make  to  her 

Further  answering  said  paragraph  this  defendant  says  that  she 
has  no  memorandum  which  will  show  the  dates  and  amounts  of 
he  said  gifts  of  money  to  her  by  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  but 
believes  them  to  be  as  follows:  that  is  to  say:  DUl 

Ki'igoe:: .  $6,000.00 

September,  i908 . !!'.!'.!!!!“ .  500000 

May,  1909 .  . 


Ip&i.  1906::::::::::; .  $6,000.00 

September,  i908 . :  1 1 1 1 1 !  I ! !  I .  5000  00 

$27,000.00 

She  says  it  is  untrue  that  said  gifts  reached  the  sum  of  $40  000  00 
and  it  is  also  untrue  that  .said  gifts  were  induced  in  anv  wav 
18  by  fraudulent  representations  and  this  defendant  is  advised 

and  so  avers,  that  it  was  whollv  within  the  rierht  ih  -a 
Fenton  .T.  Hurd  to  make  her  gifts  of  “money  and  that  tlj  plaintiff 
has  no  legal  right  to  question  the  same.  She  further  savs  that  undel 
the  conditions  surrounding  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  it  was  not  only  nol 
extraordinary  that  he  should  have  selected  this  defendant  as  th! 

if  CV°  ,l  S  ®°llcltude  and  care,  but  it  would  have  been  extroordinaS 
if  he  had  not  done  so  or  if  he  had  not  felt  an  ardent  desire  o  nr^ 
vide  for  her  needs  and  to  guard  her  future  against  advendty  P 
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This  defendant  is  further  advised  by  counsel,  and  so  avers,  that 
said  gifts  having  been  fully  completed  and  perfected  it  was  not  and 
is  not  within  the  legal  right  either  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  or 
of  the  said  I^ee  M.  Hurd  conservator  of  his  estate,  to  reclaim  the 
same:  and  further  that  all  claim  to  any  of  such  moneys  received 
by  her  prior  to  the  ‘27th  day  of  June,  1907,  is  barred  by  limitation 
of  time,  and  she  prays  the  same  benefit  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
in  the  premises  as  if  she  had  here  formally  pleaded  the  same. 

8.  Answering  the  Eighth  paragraph  of  said  bill  this  defendant 
says  that  the  claim  therein  made  which  is  in  substance  that  this 
defendant  sought  to  estrange  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  from  his  son 
and  his  grandson  and  to  cause  ill  feeling  between  them  through 
false  representations  made  to  all  parties  is  absolutely  false  and  she 
says  that  on  the  contrary  it  was  due  to  her  influence  alone  that  Mi* 
Fentdn  J.  Hurd  consented  upon  several  occasions  to  visit  his  grand¬ 
son  and  on  one  occasion  his  son ;  that  when  he  had  done  so 

19  he  was  eager  to  get  back  to  Washington  and  away  from  them. 
So  far  from  endeavoring  to  keep  them  apart  this  defendant 

at  all  times  maintained  pleasant  relations  with  the  said  grandson 
and  with  his  wife  and  with  the  said  Byron  Hurd,  and  as  late  as  the 
first  of  March,  1909,  invited  the  said  complainant  and  his  wife 
to  attend  the  inaugural  ceremonies  as  her  guests,  making  their  stay 
at  her  apartments.  The  plaintiff,  Lee  M.  Hurd,  has  always  professed 
for  this  defendant,  esteem  and  confidence,  and  has  frequently  in  the 
past  five  years  urged  this  defendant  to  aid  him  in  getting  money 
from  his  grandfather,  and  to  aid  him  in  getting  possession  of  the 
grandfather’s  will.  Said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  for  many  years  made  an 
allowance  to  his  grandson,  the  complainant,  of  One' thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  annum,  and  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  frequently  sought  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  thi«  defendant  to  induce  prompt  payment  of  the  in¬ 
stalments  of  said  allowance:  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  never  professed  to 
this  defendant  any  affection  for  his  grandfather  nor  did  the  wife 
of  said  plaintiff  evince  or  profess  any  such  feeling  but  both  re¬ 
garded  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  as  a  miser  hoarding  his  money  and 
as  one  to  he  denounced  for  not  furnishing  them  in  his  lifetime  the 
means  for  enjoyment.  And  in  support  of  these  averments  this  de¬ 
fendant  submits  herewith  copies  of  letters  in  her  possession,  all 
of  which,  save  one,  are  addressed  to  her  and  each  of  which  is  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  person  whose  name  is  signed  thereto  the 
reading  whereof  will  tend  to  indicate  the  sentiments  of  the  said 
parties  and  also  the  falsity  of  the  suggestion  and  statement  that 
this  defendant  was  endeavoring  to  alienate  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 
from  his  relatives. 

20  Further  answering  said  paragraph  this  defendant  says 
that  it  is  quite  true  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  verv 

economical  in  his  personal  expenditures,  particularly  in  his  purchase 
of  clothing  for  his  own  use  hut  this  was  his  habit  of  life  and  had 
no  relation  whatever  to  his  gifts  of  money  to  this  defendant  and  was 
not  due  in  any  wise  whatever  to  an  inability  on  his  part  to  better 
clothe  himself. 

9.  Answering  the  ninth  paragraph  of  said  bill  this  defendant 
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upon  advise  of  counsel,  denies  all  the  legal  conclusions  contained 
£ere.n  and  says  that  the  money  given  her  bv  the  aid  Fenton  J 

K'  W8f  nshtfull-v  and  »>*■»  she  is  under  no  duty  to  return 
the  .ame  to  him  or  to  account  for  the  same  to  the  plaintiff.  She  fur- 

t  ter  says  that  the  money  to  her  credit  as  a  depositor  of  the  Wa*h- 

saif^enton"  ar,d  T™st_^VnPa".v  'Tas  '»  no  part  received  from  the 
aid  Benton  J.  Hurd  This  defendant,  as  heretofore  shown  ha«  for 

many  years  been  in  the  Government  employ.  During  all  that  time 

she  has  been  provident  and  careful  of  her  means  and  has  S 

coraiTstre^0mh-hW0"n  mennS  she  Purchased  the  h°use  upon  Cor- 
"h,(’h  (or  many  years  she  occupied  and  which  she  sold 

about  eight  years  since.  She  also  for  many  years  le,  rooms  and 
therefrom  received  amounts  sufficient  to  pay  her  current  expenses 
including  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  educating  her  children  The 

F  haS-  t0  t™'  in™ted  aad  ^Jsed 

®"d  h  ,  at  o'l.  times  maintained  a  hank  account.  The  funds 
now  on  deposit  with  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company 
were  received  by  her.  not  from  Mr.  Hurd,  but  from  other  sources 
and  were  ne\er  a  part  of  his  property. 

91  ,Ans"’erinf  the  'Tenth  paragraph  this  defendant  denies 

n  that  she  rents  from  the  defendant.  The  Washington  Loan 

.,  .  and  Jnist  Company,  a  safe  deposit  box  and  savs  that  upon 

that  point  the  plaintiff  has  heen  misinformed. 

Now.  having  fully  answered  the  said  hill  of  complaint  or  so  much 
thereof  as  she  is  advised  it  is  necessary  for  her  to  answer,  and  acain 
protesting  that  this  Court  i«  wholly  without  jurisdiction  to  consider 
the  said  bill  and  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  thereby,  this  defendant 

prays  that  she  he  hence  dismissed  with  her  costs  in  this  behalf  most 
wrongfully  incurred. 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

> 

Attorneys  for  Defendant,  Lavra  R.  Cramer. 


District  of  Columbia,  ss: 

I,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  on  oath  say  that  T  have  heard  read  the  fore¬ 
going  answer  by  me  signed  and  know  the  contents  thereof  and  that 
the  statements  therein  made  as  of  mv  personal  knowledge  are  true 
and  those  made  on  information  and  belief  I  believe  to  he  true. 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  July,  1910 

_  WM.  M.  BIRNEY, 

L8EAL-J  .  Notary  Public ,  D.  C. 
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Exhibit  One  to  Answer. 


Washington,  I).  C.,  March  26th,  1906. 

M\  Dear  Friend  Mrs.  Cramer:  You  may  think  it  strange  that 
I  with  my  good  health  and  vigorous  constitution  have  never  mar¬ 
ried  again  and  no  doubt  you  have  heard  me  say  that  there  is  no 
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real  happy  life  only  in  a  married  life.  Now  I  will  tell  you  why  I 
never  have  nor  never  will  marry.  Fanny,  my  son’s  wife,  told  me 
herself  that  B\ron  said  that  no  woman  should  ever  take  his  mother’s 
place  and  she  said  that  he  swore  by  all  that  is  great  and  good  and  as 
true  as  there  is  a  God  in  Heaven  that  if  I  got  married  he  would 
shoot  and  kill  both  of  us.  So  you  see  if  I  should  marry  there  would 
be  no  happiness  in  it  for  he  might  appear  and  carry  out  his  threats 
and  banny  said  that  with  his  malicious  disposition  she  had  no 
doubt  but  that  he  would  do  it.  So  I  have  drawn  up  a  note  of  Ten 
thousand  dollars  which  I  think  is  a  small  compensation  enough  for 
the  happiness  you  have  and  are  giving  me  and  I  think  Mr.  Ross, 
who  is  to  settle  my  estate,  will  pay  the  note  out  of  the  first  monev 
collected  out  of  my  estate  for  it  is  my  wish  that  he  should  do  so  and 
it  would  be  foolish  for  them  to  litigate  the  note  for  when  all  the 
circumstances  are  explained  there  is  not  a  Judge  or  a,  Court  in  the 
Lnited  States  but  what  would  give  you  a  judgment  for  the  value  of 
the  note  and  they  would  have  to  pay  the  cost. 

Truly  yours, 

F.  J.  HURD. 
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Exhibit  Two  to  Answer. 


(Envelope  Addressed.) 

‘‘Mr.  B.  L.  Hurd,  VVhallonsburg,  N.  Y.” 


(Slip  Enclosed.) 


“Please  forward  this  letter  after  my  death. 

F.  J.  HURD.” 


(Letter.) 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Son  Byron  :  I  write  this  to  be  forwarded  to  you  after  my  death. 
Instead  of  your  writing  to  me  and  saying  go  on  Father  and  get 
married  and  be  happy  you  wrote  to  Hattie  Smith  and  said  to  her 
that  if  she  married  your  father,  that  you  would  shoot  her  and  even 
described  the  revolver  that  you  would  shoot  her  with.  Well  I  com¬ 
menced  then  to  give  away  my  property  rather  than  have  it  come  into 
your  hands  as  you  had  often  said  if  I  got  married  that  you  would 
shoot  me.  I  gave  Hattie  at  that  time  Twelve  thousand  dollars  and 
have  been  giving  away  ever  since.  At  that  time  my  inventory  was 
Ninety  three  thousand  dollars  instead  of  its  now  being  less  Forty 
thousand  dollars  so  if  I  had  got  married  and  have  died  the  widow’s 
share  of  my  estate  would  not  have  been  more  than  one-third  of 
what  I  have  given  away  rather  than  have  you  have  it  after  your 
being  so  mean  to  a  father  that  had  always  been  so  good  to  you.  You 
can’t  help  but  remember  how  many  thousand  dollars  I  have  given 
you,  and  all  I  have  got  for  my  goodness  is  to  say  you  will  murder 
me  if  I  made  myself  a  little  home  and  be  happy  the  rest  of  my  life 
instead  of  wandering  around  the  world  alone  the  rest  of  my  life. 
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done1*1^  U  °Ver  and  866  if  y°U  11111  lje  Ila^Py  witil  wilat  you  have 
From  yr.  father, 

F.  J.  HURD. 

24  Part  of  Exhibit  Three  to  Answer. 


NnvPM rpij  ”>  1  QOw 

•  M.V  w:ApMrs'  Cra>"5K:  I  have  not  seen  Ford  vet  hut  was  talk- 
.Tf  V>,Mr-  P°rt.er  «n  the  phone  and  he  says  he  will  place  him  with 
the  Johns  Man f.  Co.  It  is  a  big  firm  and  it  will  depend  on  himself 
how  fast  he  gets  on. 

Crand  Father  has  started  writing  his  poor  letters  trving  to  dodge 
sending  a  New  tears  present.  I  have  not  answered  him.  It  would 
seem  that  anything  human  would  like  to  see  his  grand  children 
enjoy  themselves  instead  of  hoarding  hut  vou  can’t  judge  him  bv 
that  light.  ‘  J 

Yours  sincerelv, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 


zo  November  10,  1908. 

\1y  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  I  want  to  thank  you  for  talking  to  mv 
Grand  Father.  His  letters  at  times  turn  every  body  away  from  him. 

It  is  not  money  its  the  meanness  thev  contain  without  the  slightest 
cause. 

Glad  to  hear  Ford  has  gone  to  work.  I  wish  you  would  impress 
upon  him  that  there  is  no  mysterious  pull  behind  him;  that  his 
advancement  depends  on  himself  alone.  I  understand  there  are  a 
large  number  of  young  men  employed  by  that  firm  and  he  will 
have  to  hustle  and  not  get  discouraged  to  get  ahead  of  the  rest. 

AVe  have  been  having  the  Dickens  of  a  time  with  cooks  lately  but 
hope  it  is  over  now. 

If  Ford  wants  any  information  tell  him  to  come  to  me  and  I  will 
get  in  touch  with  those  that  know. 

Yours  sincerelv, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 


2f>  January  6,  1909. 

Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  I  don’t  know  whether  you  received  my  letter 
addressed  to  Flathust.  Tf  not  simply  wish  to  say  that  I  only  re¬ 
ceived  check  for  half  usual  amount  but  hope  you  can  persuade  him 
to  send  the  rest.  1  surely  need  it. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 


January  11.  1909. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Grand  Father  wrote  he  would  send  it 
Feb.  6th.  Please  see  he  don't  change  or  forget  and  after  that  urge 
him  to  buy  the  house  if  you  can  get  him  to  do  that  I  consider  you 
a  wizard. 
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Mrs.  Hurd  sends  remembrances  and  hopes  to  be  able  and  see  you 
when  in  New  York  again. 

She  has  let  the  nurse  girl  go  and  is  looking  after  the  children 
which  keeps  her  pretty  close  to  hime. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

27  December  24,  1909. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  T  got  a  check  for  100  from  Grand  Father 
very  nice  letter  but  he  hates  to  give  the  regular  amount.  See  if  you 
can’t  persuade  him  to  send  the  other  $900.  just  as  well  use  it  now  as 
later  as  he  suggests  after  he  is  gone  we  don’t  know  what  the  future 
hold  for  any  of  us. 

Am  glad  to  hear  you  have  a  new  Grand  Son.  Hope  he  is  doing 


well. 


Yours  sincerely. 

t  7 


LEE  M.  HURD. 


January  6,  1910. 

^  M\  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  What  progress  are  you  making  with 
Grand  Father?  1  can  use  the  balance  to  better  purpose  than  to  hoard 
it  up. 

W  hat  did  he  do  forget  to  give  you  your  small  Xmas  gift  for  us. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

January  11,  1910. 

M\  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  bather  got  back  yesterday  morning  savs 
Grand  Father  is  feeling  pretty  good  and  never  gave  up  your  hand- 
kerchiefs.  Hope  you  can  keep  him  to  his  promise  to  send  check 
Glad  to  hear  Ford  got  a  good  position  in  WTash.  Had  hoped  to  see 
the  president  of  the  Co.  he  was  with  next  Monday  night  and  see  if  T 
could  not  push  things  along  but  its  too  late  now  anyway  guess  you 
rather  have  him  with  you.  *  J 

Father  sajs  he  holds  up  a  letter  from  \  iolet  as  an  excuse  to  be 
mean.  The  whole  trouble  is  it  contains  more  turth  than  he  wants 
to  read. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 


January  19,  1910. 

Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Grand  bather  wrote  it  seemed  crowded 
he  might  come  over  and  board  with  us  but  you  might  fix  it  so  he 
could  stay  with  you.  If  he  don’t  stay  with  you  he  is  to  come  to  us. 

No  moving  to  some  other  place  in  Wrash.  for  him  Think  it 
30  a  very  good  arrangement  that  Ford’s  wife  is  there  to  look 
after  him  while  you  are  away.  Chances  are  he  does  not  like 
her  on  general  principles,  but  that  does  not  matter 
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roomajbe  ’f  hC  'SCnt  n'e  n'y  check  he  "ould  uot  (ake  UP  so  much 
Yours  sincerelv, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

[For  other  letters  included  in  Exhibit  Three  to  answer  of  de¬ 
fendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  original  bill,  see  Exhibits  20  to  29  in- 
clusi\ e,  see  pp.  o22  to  533,  inclusive,  of  Record.] 


Exhibit  “4”  to  Answer. 

To  the  Honorable  Probate  Court  for  the  District  of  Greenwich : 

The  undesigned  Lee  M.  Hurd,  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  in 
said  District,  respectfully  represents: 

•A',  That  J:  1Iurd>  bas  Property,  and  is  a  resident  of  Green¬ 

wich,  in  said  District,  residing  at  24  Field  Point  Road,  in  said 
Greenwich.  ’ 

merit  Affiv  j**®!  “'«  F?/*ton  J;  IFurd  b>'  reason  of  mental  derange- 
nent,  physical  infirmities  and  advanced  age  has  become,  and  is  in¬ 
capable  of  managing  Ins  affairs.  ’ 

3.  That  the  undersigned  is  a  relative  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  to 
wit:  a  grand-son.  > 

The  undersigned  therefore  prays  this  Honorable  Court  to  make 
due  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  allegations,  and  upon 

f  A"1?  !le"‘  ,ri[e>  <0  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  be  Conservator 
of  said  Pen  ton  J  Iiurd,  and  have  charge  of  his  person  and  estate 
pursuant  to  the  Statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided 
Dated  Greenwich,  Conn.,  March  24,  1910. 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

State  of  Connecticut, 

District  of  Greenwich,  ss: 

Greenwich,  March  24,  1910. 

Present,  Joseph  E.  Russell,  Esquire,  Judge. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  for’ the  appointment  of  a  Cotiser- 

....  'atoi  over  Penton  J.  Hurd,  of  said  Greenwich,  alleged  in- 

32  competent,  as  appears  by  the  said  application  now  on  hie 

in  this  Court. 

It  is  hereby  ordered,  That  the  said  application  be,  heard  and  de¬ 
termined  by  this  Court,  at  the  Probate  Office,  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich,  State  of  Connecticut,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1910  at  10 
o  clock  m  the  forenoon,  and  that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  be  died  to 
appear  before  this  Court  at  the  time  and  place  above  named  then 
and  there  to  show  cause,  if  any  there  lie,  why  the  prayer  of  said 
application  should  not  be  granted,  by  some  proper  officer  or  indiffer¬ 
ent0"’  dehvenn«  ‘:j-  ao.d  having  with  him,  within  or  without 
this  State,  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the  application,  this  order  and 
Citation  issued  therein,  at  least  twelve  days  prior  to  the  date  of  hew 
ing  named  in  this  order.  edr 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  notice  of  the  said  application  be  given 
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to  Byron  L.  Hurd,  a  son  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  said  Applicant 
or  his  Attorneys,  mailing  by  registered  prepaid  post  in  a  sealed 
envelope,  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the  application,  this  order  and 
citation,  addressed  to  Byron  L.  Hurd,  Whallonsburg,  Essex  County 
New  York,  on  or  before  March  28th,  1910. 

It  is  further  ordered,  That  notice  of  the  application,  be  given  to 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  by  leaving  with  one  of 
them  in  said  town,  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the  Application,  this 
order  and  the  citation  issued  thereon,  at  least  twelve  days  before  the 
date  of  the  said  hearing. 

It  is  further  oidered,  That  the  said  Applicant  or  his  Attorney, 
Officer  or  the  person  serving  and  mailing  said  papers  make  due  re¬ 
turn  thereof  to  this  Court. 

Attest : 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge. 

33  State  of  Connecticut, 

District  of  Greenwich ,  ss: 

Greenwich,  March  24,  1910. 

To  the  Sheriff*  of  the  County  of  Fairfield,  his  Deputy,  or  Either  of 
the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich,  in  said  County: 

By  authority  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  You  are  hereby  com¬ 
manded  to  summon  and  cite  the  within  named  Fenton  J.  Hurd  to 
appear  before  the  Honorable  Court  of  Probate,  for  the  District  of 
Greenwich,  in  the  Probate  Office  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1910  at  10  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  show  cause  if  any  there  be  why  a 
Conservator  should  not  be  appointed,  agreeably ‘  to  the  foregoing 
application,  and  the  Statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided 

Hereof  fail  not,  but  due  service  and  return  make  by  serving 
within  or  without  the  State  of  Connecticut  a  copv  of  the  foregoing 
application,  order  of  hearing,  and  this  Citation  on  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd,  at  least  twelve  days  before  said  day  of  hearing. 

Attest : 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge. 

State  of  Connecticut, 

County  of  Fairfield,  ss: 

Court  of  Probate. 


Greenwich,  April  16 th,  1910. 

In  the  Matter  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  of  Greenwich,  in  said  District 

an  Alleged  Incapable. 

Then  and  there  in  compliance  with  the  foregoing  order  of  said 
Court  made  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  1910, 1 \  delivered  a  true 
and  attested  copy  of  the  within  application,  order  of  notice 
34  and  citation  on  the  said  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  within  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  by  leaving  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the 
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«aul  application,  order  of  notice  and  citation  in  the  hands  of  said 

f'enton.J.  Hurd,  at  said  Greenwich,  at  least  12  days  l>efore  said 
date  of  hearing  named  in  this  order. 

I  further  certify  that  1  delivered  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the 
uitlnn  apphcotion,  order  of  notice  and  citation  with  the  Selectmen 
<;f  the  1  own  of  Greenwich,  by  leaving  with  Henry  P.  Crawford,  as 
1st  Selectman  of  said  Greenwich  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  the 
said  application,  order  of  notice  and  citation  at  his  office  in  the 
town  building,  at  least  12  days  before  said  day  of  bearing. 

WILLIAM  E.  RITCII, 

Deputy  Sheriff  of  Fairfield  County. 

Fees: 

Travel  . 50 

2  copies  .  2.50 

2  service  . 24 

3  Endors-ment  . 36 

3.60 


In  the  Matter  of  Fenton  J.  Hi  hi.,  of  Greenwich,  in  said  District 

an  Alleged  Incapable. 

To  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Greenwich: 

The  subscriber  hereby  makes  return,  that  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  said  Court  dated  the  24th  day  of  March,  1010.  assigning  a  time 
and  place  for  the  hearing  on  the  application  of  Lee  M.  Hurd  of 
the  lowti  of  Greenwich  for  the  appointment  of  a  Conservator  over 

...  *a"1  ''e'lton  ;J-  Hurd  to  have  charge  of  his  personal  estate 

•  •>  pursuant  to  the  Statute  in  such  cases  made  and  provided  be 

mailed  at  the  Greenwich  Post  Office,  by  registered  mail’  in 
a  prepaid  post  sealed  envelope,  a  true  and  attested  copy  of  ’the 
within  application,  order  of  notice  and  citation  addressed  to  Bvron 

day “f  Matih  19To.  ,Urg’  ^  °°UntV'  New  York-  -  ‘he  29th 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  April  1910. 

WILBUR  S.  WRIGHT,  Att’y. 

District  of  Greenwich,  .«*.• 

Probate  Court,  April  16th,  1910. 

Then  and  there  |iersonally  appeared  Wilbur  S.  Wright  and 
sii  iscnbed  the  above  statement  in  my  presence,  and  also  made 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  same  before  me. 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL. 
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Court  of  Probate, 

District  of  Greenwich,  ss: 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Application  to  Judge  Fenton  J.  Hurd 

Incapable. 

Probate  Court, 

Greenwich,  ss: 

Lee  M.  Hurd,  being  duly  sworn  testifies  as  follows: 

T  am  a  grand-son  of  Fenton  J  Third,  who  is  residing  at  the 
present  time  with  me  in  Greenwich,  Conn.  T  have  had  charge  of 
his  affairs  under  power  of  Attorney  for  the  past  three  weeks;  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  87  years  of  age;  1  have  known  him  all  my  life; 
he  is  a  widower,  and  has  been  living  with  me  on  and  off  for  about 
me  or  six  years.  Ilis  son,  my  father  lives  at  Whallonsburg,  Essex 
County,  New  York;  T  have  read  the  letter  he  sent  to  the  Court,  and 
that  letter  is  in  his  hand-writing:  my  grandfather  has  been  in  fail- 
ln£  heal<h  for  several  years  past,  and  is  in  my  opinion,  been 
for  some  time  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs;  he  has 
been  susceptible  to  influence  and  impression  from  outside 
people,  and  has  during  the  past  few  years  paid  large  sums  of  money, 
without  recompense,  to  persons  not  entitled  to  said  money :  I  am 
personally  in  accord  with  him,  and  this  application  made  by  me 
is  made  with  his  full  knowledge  and  consent.  Since  the  papers 
were  personally  served  on  him  he  has  been  residing  with  me  at  mv 
house,  and  asked  that  T  should  be  appointed  as  Conservator. 

Mis  property  consists  of  Mortgages,  and  at  the  present  time  is  of 
the  value  of  about  $40,000.  FTis  estate  has  some  claims  against 
some  person  for  money,  the  amount  of  which,  at  the  present  time 
I  am  unable  to  determine. 

LEE  M.  HURD. 

Sworn  to  l>efore  me  this  10  day  of  April,  1910. 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge . 

Court  of  Probate, 

District  of  Greenwich: 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Application  to  Judge  Fenton  J.  Hurd 

Incapable. 

Probate  Court, 

Greenwich ,  ss: 

Dr.  Edward  O.  Parker,  being  duly  sworn  testifies  as  follows- 

STe  13  AfW1  °n  rarker,i  1  41  -vears  o{  age;  I  reside  at 

68  E.  Putnam  Avenue,  Greenwich,  Conn..  I  am  a  practicing  physi¬ 
cian  and  Surgeon.  My  judgment  is  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  is  incompetent 
of  managing  his  affairs  because  of  his  age,  his  physical  infirmities 
and  also  mental  infirmities;  This  knowledge  has  come  to 
■V  me  during  my  attendance  on  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  from 
about  the  17th  day  of  March,  1910  to  the  present  time;  I 
haie  known  him  for  the  past  two  years,  and  during  that  time  his 
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condition  has  been  one  of  failing  vigor.  There  has  heen  a  great 
change  in  him  during  the  past  two  years,  which  shows  a  clear  evi¬ 
dence  of  mental  and  physical  decline  from  old  age. 

EDWARD  O.  PARKER. 

Sworn  to  liefore  me  this  16  day  of  April.  1910. 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge . 

State  op  Connecticut, 

District  of  Greenwich,  ss: 

Court  of  Probate.  April  16,  1910. 

In  the  Matter  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Incapable,  of  Greenwich,  in  said 

District. 

An  application  of  Lee  M.  Hurd,  of  the  town  of  Greenwich  for 
[he  appointment  of  a  Conservator  for  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  of  Greenwich 
in  said  District  has  l>een  duly  heard. 

The  applicant  appeared  in  Court  by  Walsh  and  Wright,  his  at¬ 
torneys  and  the  respondent  Fenton  J.  Hurd  made  default  of  ap¬ 
pearance.  ^ 

Upon  due  inquiry  and  consideration  of  the  evidence,  this  Court 
finds  that  service  of  the  application  and  citation  in  this  matter 
uere  duly  served  on  the  respondent,  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  the  various 
!les  I!1.  saul  f 'lotion  named  in  the  manner  required  bv  law.  and 
wn«  A  l lkC  °T'i  ?f  Sal(  .  aPPlwalion.  order  of  notice  and  citation, 
said  K,,n  T  n  a  reR!rered  ,0  Hvron  L  Hurd,  a  son  of 

tTe iSh  d?y of MShTlMT^  "  0r<ler  °f  ‘hiS  e°Urt  made  °n 
That  said  hearing  has  been  legally  continued  to  this  dav. 
and  that  the  allegations  of  said  application  are  true,  and  that 

,  it,  J1  Benton  J-  I  bird,  is  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs 
and  that  he  is  a  resident  of  Greenwich  and  is  possessed  of  propertv' 
Therefore  this  Court  doth  grant  the  praver  of  this  application 
and  doth  appoint  Lee  M.  Hurd,  of  Greenwich  Conn  Consen'ator 
of  the  person  and  estate  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd.  Incapable  and 
this  Court  doth  order  that  the  said  Fee  M.  Hurd  before  entering 
upon  his  duty  as  such  Conservator  give  bond  with  sufficient  suretv 
m  he  penal  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  State  of  Con 
necticut,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  hi 
appointment  according  to  law.  '  ni 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge. 

State  of  Connecticut. 

District  of  Greenwich,  ss: 

Probate  Court. 

TnwnTf  p11  men.  •?'■  'hese  P,-esen*s,  That  we.  Lee  M.  Hurd  of  the 
To  n  of  r"wr'"'c,b  County  of  Fairfield,  and  State  of  Connecticut! 
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as  principal,  and  The  American  Surety  Company  of  New  York,  a 
corporation  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
^  ork.  located  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  duly  authorized  under 
the  laws  of  Connecticut,  to  become  surety  on  bonds,  as  surety,  are 
holden  and  firmly  bound,  jointly  and  severally,  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  in  the  penal  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  ($50,000) 
to  he  paid  to  said  State,  or  to  its  certain  attorney;  To  the  payment 
of  which  sum.  well  and  truly  to  be  made  we  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  successors  and  assigns, 
39  firmly  by  these  present. 

In  Witness  Whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
seals  this  21st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1910. 

The  condition  of  the  al>ove  obligation  is  such,  That  whereas  the 
said  Lee  M.  Hurd,  by  the  Court  of  Probate  for  the  District  of  Green¬ 
wich,  has  been  appointed  as  Conservator  of  the  estate  of  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  of  Greenwich,  in  said  District,  Incapable, 

Now  therefore,  if  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  shall  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  said  trust  and  appointment  accordingto  the  law 
then  this  obligation  shall  be  void,  and  of  none  effect  otherwise  to 
remain  in  full  force,  power  and  virtue. 

LEE  M.  HURD.  [L.  s.l 

AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY 
OF  NEW  YORK.  [l.  s.l 

[seal.]  By  W.  BENSON,  [>.  s.] 

Resident  Vice  President. 

Attest: 

R.  II.  HOVEY, 

Resident  Asst  See’*/. 

State  of  Connecticut, 

District  of  Greenwich ,  ss: 

Court  of  Probate.  April  30th,  1910. 

In  the  Matter  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Incapable,  of  Greenwich,  in  said 

District. 


An  Application  of  Lee  M.  Hurd,  of  the  Town  of  Greenwich  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Conservator  for  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  of  Green¬ 
wich,  in  said  District,  has  been  duly  heard. 

The  said  Lee  M.  Hurd,  appointed  by  the  order  of  this  Court  as 
Conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Incapable, 
having  appeared  in  Court,  and  filed  his  bond  in  the  sum 
40  of  Fifty  Thousand  ($50,000.)  Dollars,  as  directed  by  the 
order  of  this  Court  with  the  American  Surety  Company,  as 
Surety,  which  bond  is  accepted  approved  and  ordered  on  file. 

This  Court  doth  therefore  confirm  its  said  order,  and  appoint  the 
said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  Conservator  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  to  have 
the  charge  of  the  j>erson  and  estate  of  said  incapable. 

It  is  Further  Ordered,  that  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd,  within  two 
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fr"ni  l.he  date  hereof  file  in  this  Court  an  Inventory  of  all 
the  property  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

JOSEPH  E.  RUSSELL,  Judge. 

State  of  Connecticut, 

District  of  Greenwich,  ss: 

Jv  il!|ainn?-  ^  j‘s^f ’  ^ei*k  °f  the  Court  of  Probate,  within 
an<l  for  (he  District  of  (.reemvich,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have 
compared  the  foregoing  copy  of  the  proceedings  on  appointment  of 
a  Conservator  for  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  of  Greenwich,  in 'said  Di"  ric, 
Incapalde  w"h  the  original  thereof,  now  remaining  in  this  office, 

.  <  hme  found  the  same  to  he  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 
a  true  copy  of  the  whole  of  such  original.  ’ 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
the  seal  of  said  Court,  this  oth  day  of  July,  1010  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  —  1910. 

fSEAL'l  WILLIAM  S.  M.  FISKE,  Clerk. 

41  Answer  of  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company. 

Filed  July  27,  1910. 

******* 

for  answer  to  so  much  and  such  parts  of  the  bill  of  complaint  as 
this  defendant  deems  it  necessary  and  proper  for  it  to  an  wer  it 
answering  says.  '  er>  11 

^j0  defendant  admits  the  allegations  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  paragraphs  of  the  hill. 

1,as  "°  k1n,l'vle,,ce  of  the  matters  and  things 
set  forth  m  the  third  paragraph  of  the  hill  of  complaint  and  thertp 
fore  can  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same. 

says  that  it"  w"  1°  ‘P  fo',rjh  jW™ph  of  the  bill  the  defendant 

“  1  ’*  ,uf  "°  knowledge  of  the  matters  and  things  therein 

.  t  forth  except  that  some  of  its  officers  had  received  the  informa 
tion  that  Fenton  J.  Third  resided  with  the  defendant  Laura  R 
(ramer  m  the  city  of  \\  ashmgton,  District  of  Columbia  They 

“ears  bln'ffihtm'l  T  Fenton  ,J-  «««»  *  a  man  of  advanced 
rears,  but  this  knowledge  is  gained  only  bv  one  of  its  officers  bav 

roomofnthisede1!eJdIn"rd  °"  °"e  W  tw°  oJwio,w  in  the  inking 

1;,;  “?rs 

bill  either  by  information  and  Irelief.  or  otherwise  and  therefore 
can  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same.  meretore 

7.  For  answer  to  the  seventh  paragraph  of  the  bill,  this  defendant 
says  that  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  June  1001  I  aura  R 
42  Cramer,  whom  this  defendant  believes  to  be  the  identical 
person  named  as  defendant  herein,  opened  an  account 

9Wn7n»h"K  de,,ar!,r‘  ,,f  ,his  defelld«W.  receiving  pass  hook  Vo 

amount  being  opened  with  a  deposit  of  $440  00  From 
that  time  until  the  22nd  day  of  March  1010.  the  account' of  the  saffi 
Laura  R.  Cramer  continued  as  an  active  account,  debits  beTng 
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received  and  checks  drawn  against  .said  account  in  the  usual  course 
of  business.  This  defendant  attaches  hereto  an  itemized  statement 
of  the  account  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  from  the  time  the  same 
was  opened  showing  in  detail  the  business  transactions  of  the  said 
Laura  R.  Cramer  from  the  date  the  said  account  was  opened  on  the 
12th  day  of  June  1001  up  to  and  including  the  22nd  day  of  March 
1910. 

This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  of  the  matters  and  things  set 
forth  in  said  seventh  paragraph  as  to  the  relations,  financial  or 
otherwise,  between  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  the  said  Laura  R. 
Cramer,  excepting  only  as  said  financial  relations  are  set  forth  in 
the  accompanying  account  which  is  marked  “W.  L.  &  T.  Exhibit 
A,”  nor  does  the  defendant  have  any  knowledge  of  any  false  and 
fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions  whereby  the  said  Laura 
R.  Cramer  procured  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  sums  of  money 
aggregating  more  than  $40,000.00.  It  cannot,  therefore,  admit  any 
of  the  allegations  of  this  paragraph  in  respect  to  said  representations 
and  pretensions  and  can  only  submit  to  the  inspection  of  the  Court 
a  copy  of  the  account  ot  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  which  gives  in 
detail  all  the  information  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge 

43  of  this  defendant  concerning  the  financial  matters  of  the 
said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  this  defendant  has  noHnforma- 

tion  direct  or  otherwise  bearing  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  alle¬ 
gations  of  said  paragraph  which  is  not  contained  in  said  Exhibit 
“A”  and  Exhibit  “B”  hereinafter  referred  to. 

8.  This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  eighth  paragraph  of  the  bill  and  it  can,  therefore 
neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same. 

9.  The  allegations  contained  in  the  ninth  paragraph  of  the  bill 
being  conclusions  of  law,  this  defendant  is  advised  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  answer  the  same. 

10.  For  answer  to  the  tenth  paragraph  this  defendant  says  that 

the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  was  not  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of 
the  bill  and  is  not  now  a  renter  of  a  box  in  the  Safe  Deposit  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  W  aslungton  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  nor  has  this 
defendant  an\  knowledge  of  any  securities  or  property  under  the 
care  and  control  of  the  said  Safe  Deposit  Department  tielonging  to 
said  defendant.  This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
other  allegations  in  said  paragraph  ten  in  reference  to  the  alleged 
fraud  practiced  by  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  upon  the 
said  plaintiff  Fenton  J.  Hurd.  1 

Further  answering  the  bill  and  especially  replying  to  the  sixth 
prayer  thereof,  this  defendant  attaches  hereto  as  a  part  of  its  answer 
an  extract  from  its  records,  being  designated  as  “W.  L  &  T  Exhibit 
B,”  showing  the  dates  of  certain  drafts  enumerated  in  ^d 

44  prayer  and  also  referred  to  in  paragraph  seven  of  the  bill  of 
complaint. 

THE  WASHINGTON  LOAN  AND 
TRUST  COMPANY 
By  ANDREW  PARKER, 

JOHN  B.  LARNER,  Attorney.  Pregident- 
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■  4ndi?."  V;,rk^  being  first  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says  that  he 
s  the  \  ice  President  (if  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
the  above  defendant,  that  he  lias  read  the  foregoing  answer  by  him 
subscribed  and  knows  the  contents  thereof;  that  the  facts  therein 
stated  upon  Ins  personal  knowledge  are  true  and  as  to  those  stated 
upon  information  and  belief  he  lielieves  them  to  lie  true. 

ANDREW  PARKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of  Julv  1910 

[8EAL  J  ALFRED  B.  DENTi 

Notary  Public . 

^  Amended  Bill. 

Filed  August  4,  1910. 

******* 

readyaslefolh,wsf:COUn  BiU  °f  ComPlaint  is  hereby  amended  to 

t  T.lle  pll1untl,i>  M.  Hurd,  Conservator  of  the  Estate  of  Fenton 
his1  bill  of6UVe  °fi  C°',irt  baring  been  first  had  and  obtained,  amends 
follows-  f  J’  a"  m  ,he  !,bove  entitle<1  «“"*  so  as  to  read  as 

1.  That  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
Greenwich,  State  of  Connecticut,  and  brings  this  suit  as  conservator 
of  the  |>e, son  and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Incapable,  bv  virtue  of 

bie  Court  C,terS  grmlted  to  hlni  M"'h  conservator  by  this  Honora- 

2  That  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  is  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  W  ashington  District  of  Columbia,  and  is  sued  in  her  own  rioht 
and  the  defendant  the  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  Is  a 
coiporat ion  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  doing  business  m  said  District  of  Columbia  and  is  sued  in  it« 
own  right  as  hereinafter  stated.  c 

That  on  to  wit  the  twenty-first  dav  of  April  A  I)  1910  Fpn 

£•  resident  of  Greenwich.  State  of  Cbnnecti.it 

the  Court  of  Probate  of  the  District  of  Greenwich.  State  of  Co  need 

tiff  iiW  ^  ,ncaPable  of  transacting  business,  and  the  plain- 
tm  Lee  M  Hurd  was  duly  appointed  by  the  said  Court  -W  con 
senator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  .1.  Hurd,  I„tble  Tnd 
duly  qualified  as  such  by  giving  bond  in  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand 
Dollars,  and  that  thereafter  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  plaintiff 
46  herein,  was  by  this  Hmorable  Court  granted  ancillary  leL 
T  TTnJf^  a>  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  said  Fenton 

J'  4  tJ,,?  !  ,aS- adlU  <?Ual,Tfied  under  said  appointment. 

*  ti,  ^  !  le  sald  ‘ e  11,011  J.  Hurd  was  from  about  the  year  1S91 
to  the  early  part  of  1910,  a  resident  of  the  City  of  Washimrtnn  tv 

tnct  of  Columbia,  and  during  a  considerable  period  of  fin./*-  *S" 
made  Ins  home  with  the  defendant.  Laura*  K  Guer  in  tfd  CRy 
and  District,  her  place  of  residence  having  been  ,  l!t  fC  y 
ously  his  home  from  long  prior  to  the  year  1901,  to' the  time  of  his 
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removal  to  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  in  March,  1910.  That  the  said 
renton  J.  Hurd  is  a  man  advanced  in  years,  being  now  in  the 
eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  for  about  ten  years  last  past  has 
been  mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  own  business  affairs:  that 
during  all  of  said  period  of  ten  years,  and  especially  since  the  early 

exercised  *  d  *  ,  •  .  , ,  dant  Laura  R.  Cramer  has 

exercised  a  dominating  influence  over  him,  the  said  Hurd  reposing 
in  her  the  utmost  confidence.  * 

o.  That  Mary  S.  Lee  Hurd,  wife  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and 
to  whom  he  was  greatly  devoted,  and  who  had  been  of  most  help- 
ful  assistance  in  the  accumulation  of  his  property,  died  on  Septem- 
ber  11  1891,  and  the  said  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  was  greatlv  affected  bv 
her  death  and  thereafter  entertained  the  belief  that  it'  was  possible 

d^nm^T6?  ijlnte  through  certain  jiersons  denominated  as  “me¬ 
diums  to  hold  communication  with  their  loved  ones  still  living 
and  was  greatly  influenced  in  respect  to  all  business  matters  by  any 
co  nniumcation  received  by  him  purporting  to  come  from  las  de- 
cased  wife,  especially  when  said  communication  came  to  him 
4  T1^1'  ‘J'en'ednim  of  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer. 

•>■  1  hat  mis  belief  on  the  part  of  the  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 
was  well  known  to  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer  who  encour 
aged  lam  in  such  belief  and  herself  acted  the  part  of  a  “medium” 
and  frequently  presented  him  with  communications  purporting  to 

“Man  “'Ihe^TZe  Vi"  ^  !,in,./ro,n  (,e<e^d  ^  and  signed 

Mary,  the  name  of  Ins  said  wife;  and  the  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 

by  reason  of  his  sincere  devotion  to  his  said  wife,  and  bv  reason  of 

the  great  confidence  reposed  by  him  in  the  said  Laura  R  Cramer 

who  by  reason  of  their  long  and  intimate  association  as  membere 

of  the  same  household  had,  as  above  alleged,  acquired  and  exercised 

ion10  '''?  '"  Uen<'e  ?ver  him-  rea,lily  accepted  said  communica¬ 
tions  as  in  fact  having  been  made  to  him  by  his  deceased  wife  nod 

th^sliid  letters'.  81116  W‘th  the  8U«Kestion’!  aild  requests  contained  in 

'•  That  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  well  knowing  the 
mplicu  confidence  reposed  in  her  by  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and 
that  he  was  incapable  of  attending  to  his  business  affairs  and  safe 
guarding  Ins  interests,  and  also  well  knowing  his  devotion  to  the 
memory  of  his  deceased  wife  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  Ac¬ 
cepted  and  complied  with  any  suggestion  or  request  which  he  be- 
he\ed  came  to  him  from  bis  said  wife,  on  frequent  occasions  during 
the  more  than  nine  years  during  which  he  had  been  an  inmate  of 
her  home,  presented  to  him  communications  which  she  fraudu¬ 
lently  and  with  the  intent  thereby  to  acquire  to  herself  moneys  and 
property  of  the  said  Hurd  without  giving  any  consideration ‘there- 
for,  represented  and  pretended  came  from  his  deceased  wife 
48  which  communications  contained  suggestions  and  request 
that  he  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  should  place  large  sums 
of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  which  he  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  fully  believing  that  thereby  he  was  carrying 
out  the  will  of  his  said  wife,  accordingly  did,  and  from  time  to  ' 
time  during  the  said  nine  years,  and  particularly,  to  wit  Mav  23 
4— 2483a  ‘ J  ’ 
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,1904^ April  14,  1905,  April  18,  1906,  December  19,  1906,  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1908,  May  5,  1909,  and  March  8,  1910,  and  at  divers  other 
times  the  said  Laura  H.  Cramer,  by  the  false  and  fraudulent  repre¬ 
sentations  and  pretensions  referred  to,  procured  from  him  without 
giving  any  consideration  therefor  sums  aggregating  more  than 
^  °rty  1  housand  Dollars.  The  drafts  representing  various  large 
amounts  were  cashed  by  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer 
through  the  defendant  1  lie  \\  a^hington  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
the  proceeds  thereof  going  into  her  account  with  the  said  defendant 
company,  among  them  being  the  following,  to  wit:  May  23  1904 
$6,000;  April  14,  1905,  $5,000;  April  18,  1900,  $6,000;  December 
19,  1906,  $4,000;  September  17,  1908,  $5,000;  May  5,  1909, 
$10,000,  March  <S,  1910,  check  for  $350,  the  proceeds  of  which  the 
said  defendant  Cramer  received  in  cash  from  said  defendant  com- 
P‘^}  i  besides  which  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  received 
other  large  amounts  at  divers  times;  and  the  plaintiff  alleges  that 
no  consideration  passed  from  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer 
to  the  said  Fenton  .J.  Hurd  or  to  any  one  for  him  for  the  said 
transfers  to  her,  but  the  same  was  wholly  without  consideration, 
and  weie  induced  by  the  fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions 
of  the  said  Laura  R.  (  ramer  that  the  deceased  wife  of  the 
49  said  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  suggested  and  requested  that  such 
transfers  be  made;  and  further  plaintiff  claims  that  any 
moneys  or  notes  or  other  securities  in  the  possession  of  said  defend¬ 
ant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  or  ac¬ 
count  or  held  by  it  as  agent  or  in  trust  for  said  defendant  Laura  R. 
Cramer  are  moneys  or  securities  to  which  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd, 
of  the  plaintiff  as  conservator  of  his  estate,  is  justly  and  in  eauitv 
entitled.  *  M  J 

8.  Upon  information  and  belief  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the 
moneys  procured  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  from  said 

means  of  the  fraudulent  representations  and 
pretensions  and  the  exercise  of  undue  influence  upon  him  as  here¬ 
inabove  alleged,  were  invested  by  the  said  defendant  Laura  R. 
Cramer,  or  by  the  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust 
Company  as  agent  or  trustee  for  her  or  otherwise  in  her  behalf,  in 
the  notes  of  divers  persons,  secured  by  deeds  of  trust  of  real  estate 
or  otherwise,  and  particularly  in  the  notes  mentioned  in  Exhibit  A 
to  the  answer  of  the  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust 
Company  to  the  original  bill  of  complaint  filed  in  this  cause  as  the 
notes  of  “Watson/’  “Cockrell,”  “Miller,”  “Bliss,”  “Goldenberg ’’ 
“Norman,”  “Hopkins  &  Miller,”  and  “Pettit.”  And  the  plaintiff 
further  alleges  that  all  of  the  said  notes,  or  such  of  them  as  have 
not  been  paid,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  said  defendant  The 
Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Company  as  agent  or  trustee,  or  in  some 
other  capacity,  for  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  or  have  been 
pledged  by  said  Cramer  to  said  Company,  and  that  said  defendant 
company  has  been  and  is  receiving,  as  agent  or  trustee,  or 
50  in  some  other  capacity,  for  the  said  defendant  Laura  R. 

Cramer,  payments  on  account  of  principal  and  interest  on 
said  notes  or  other  securities  and  crediting  the  same  to  the  account 
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of  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  with  said  defendant  Trust  Company.  And 
the  plaintiff  is  advised  and  therefore  alleges  that  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  the  moneys  with  which  the  said  notes  and  securities  were 
procured  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  or  by  said  defendant 
The  \\  ashington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  as  agent  or  trustee,  or 
in  some  other  capacity,  for  her.  were  obtained  from  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  by  means  of  the  fraud  and  undue  influence  practiced  and 
exercised  upon  the  said  Ilurd  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer, 
as  hereinabove  alleged,  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  the  plaintiff, 
as  the  conservator  of  his  estate,  is  entitled  in  equity  to  have  the 
said  notes  or  other  securities  decreed  to  be  held  by  said  defendant 
Laura  R.  Cramer  or  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  in  trust  for  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  to  have 
an  accounting  from  said  defendants  for  all  moneys  received  by  them 
or  either  of  them  on  account  of  principal  or  interest  on  the  said 
notes  or  other  securities,  and  further  to  a  decree  enjoining  said  de¬ 
fendants,  and  each  of  them,  pending  this  suit  and  perpetually,  from 
transferring  or  otherwise  disposing  of  said  notes  or  any  of  them, 
and  requiring  them  to  deliver  up  the  said  notes,  or  the  proceeds 
thereof  if  the  same  have  been  paid,  to  the  plaintiff  as  the  con- 
senator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

9.  1  hat  in  furtherance  of  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  said  defend¬ 
ant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  by  means  of  the  representations  and  preten¬ 
sions  referred  to,  to  possess  herself  of  the  moneys  and  property  of 
the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  without  giving  any  consideration 
ol  therefor,  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  inquiry  on  the  part  of 
the  son  and  grandson  of  the  said  Hurd  into’  his  affairs,  well 
knowing  flint  if  the  said  son  and  grandson  became  aware  of  the 
true  conditions  bv  which  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  surrounded 
they  would  at  once  take  steps  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his  in¬ 
terests,  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  falselv  and  fraudu¬ 
lently  continually  represented  to  the  said  Hurd  that  they,  the  said 
son  and  grandson,  were  indifferent  to  his  welfare  and  anxious  only 
that  his  death  might  come  as  speedily  as  possible  in  order  that 
they  might  come  into  possession  of  his  money  and  estate,  and  in¬ 
duced  in  the  mind  of  said  Hurd  a  belief  that  such  was  the  case; 
and  at  the  same  time,  and  with  a  like  purpose  of  preventing  any 
inquiry  on  the  part  of  said  son  and  grandson  into  his  affairs,  the 
said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  represented  to  the  said  son  and 
grandson  that  he,  the  said  Hurd,  was  very  bitter  against  and  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  them,  that  he  was  very  penurious  and  close  in  his 
money  matters  and  would  spend  money  for  no  purpose,  not  even 
for  suitable  clothing.  And  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  represen¬ 
tation  that  the  son  and  grandson  of  said  Hurd  were  indifferent  to 
his  welfare  and  cared  only  that  they  might  come  into  possession 
of  his  estate  was,  and  was  well  known  to  said  defendant  Laura  R, 
Cramer  to  be,  wholly  false  and  fraudulent  ;  and  further  that  at  the 
times  when  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  represented  to  the  said  son 
and  grandson  that  said  Hurd  was  penurious  and  close  and  would 
not  even  buy  himself  decent  clothing,  she  was  receiving  from  him, 
as  above  alleged  and  by  means  of  the  fraudulent  representations  and 
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pretensions  alleged,  moneys  and  property  aggregating  in  value  more 
than  Forty  Thousand  Dollars. 

52  10.  The  plaintiff  is  advised  and  therefore  alleges  that,  as 

conservator  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  he  is 
entitled  to  have  the  said  transfers  of  money  and  property  from  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  to  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  set  aside  as  having 
been  obtained  by  fraud  and  undue  influence  practiced  by  said  de¬ 
fendant  upon  the  said  fenton  J.  Ilurd  at  a  time  when  the  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  not  mentally  capable  of  attending  to  his  own 
business  affairs  and  safeguarding  his  own  interests,  and  to  a  decree 
requiring  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  account  for  the 
mope) s  and  property  received  by  her.  or  for  the  notes  or  other  se¬ 
curities  in  which  the  same  may  have  been  invested,  and  to  pay  over 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  plaintiff  as  such  conservator  of  the 
estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd;  and  further  to  a  decree  declaring  the 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer, 
and  am  notes  or  other  securities  in  the  hands  of  said  company  as 
agent  or  trustee,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  for  said  defendant  Laura 
R.  Cramer,  to  be  the  property  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  en¬ 
joining  the  said  defendants  and  each  of  them  pending  this  suit  and 
perj>etuallv  from  paying  out  said  moneys  or  transferring  or  dis¬ 
posing  of  said  notes  or  other  securities  or  property  to  any  person 
except  to  the  plaintiff  as  the  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd,  or  to  a  receiver  or  receivers  appointed  bv  this  Honorable 
Court. 


1  he  premises  considered,  the  plaintiff  prays — 

1.  That  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  and  the  said  The 

Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  be  made  parties  de- 
58  fendant  hereto,  served  with  process  and  required  to  answer 
fully  the  exigency  of  this  amended  bill,  but  the  said  Laura 
R.  Cramer  not  under  oath,  answer  under  oath  by  her  being  herebv 
expressly  waived. 

2.  That  the  various  transfers  of  money  and  property  made  bv 

the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  to  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer 
may  be  decreed  to  be  vacated  and  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  tliev 
were  procured  by  fraud  and  undue  influence  practiced  bv  her  unon 
the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd.  ^ 


8.  That  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  be  decreed  to 
hold  all  such  money  and  property  in  trust  for  the  said  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  and  that  she  may  be  required  to  account  therefor  and  pay 
over  and  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the  conservator  of  the  estate  of 
said  Hurd,  all  such  money  and  property  with  interest  on  all  mon¬ 
eys  from  the  date  the  same  were  received  by  her;  and  further  that 
the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  be  required  in  her  answer 
to  this  amended  bill  to  disclose  fully  what  notes  or  other  securities 
or  property  she  has  in  her  possession  or  under  her  control,  or  has 
had  in  her  possession  or  under  her  control,  purchased  or  procured 
with  moneys  received  directly  or  indirectly  from  said  Fenton  J. 
Lfurd  or  with  moneys  drawn  from  the  account  of  said  defendant 
Cramer  with  the  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
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puny,  and  if  any  of  said  notes  or  other  securities  or  property  have 
been  disposed  of  by  her,  to  state  the  date  when,  and  to  whom  such 
notes,  securities  or  property  were  disposed  of  and  the  consideration 
received  therefor. 

4.  That  any  moneys  on  deposit  in  the  Washington  Loan  and 

Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer 
ai  (  not^^*  or  other  securities  in  the  hands  of  said  Com¬ 
pany  as  agent  or  trustee  for  her.  may  he  decreed  to  belong 
to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  said  The  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  may  he  enjoined,  pending  this  suit  and  perpetually, 
from  paying  any  of  said  moneys  or  delivering  or  disposing  of  any 
ot  said  notes  or  other  securities  to  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  or  on  her 
order  and  may  he  required  to  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  plain¬ 
tiff  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Hurd,  or  to  a  receiver  ap¬ 
pointed  bv  this  Honorable  Court. 

5.  That  a  receiver  or  receivers  may  he  appointed  hv  this  Honora¬ 
ble  Court  to  take  possession  of  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of  said  de¬ 
fendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit 
of  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  of  all  notes  or  other  securi¬ 
ties  in  the  hands  of  said  defendant  Trust  Company  as  agent  or  trus¬ 
tee  for  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  also  of  anv  and  all  notes 
in  the  possession  or  under  the  control  of  said  defendant  Laura  R. 
Cramer  procured  by  her  with  moneys  obtained  by  her  from  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  hold  tbo  same  subject  to  the  orders  of  this 
Honorable  Court. 

6.  That  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  may  he  required,  in  its  answer  to  this  amended  bill  of  com¬ 
plaint,  to  set  forth  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  all  transactions 
had  by  said  Company  with  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and 
of  the  account  of  said  defendant  Cramer  with  said  company,  show¬ 
ing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  deposits,  the  nature  thereof,  whether  in 

cash,  checks  or  drafts,  the  banks  upon  which  such  checks 
55  or  drafts  were  drawn,  showing  also  what  became  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  drafts  mentioned  in  paragraph  7  of  this  amended 
bill  of  complaint,  viz.;  Mav  23.  1904,  $6,000;  April  14,  1905, 
$5,000;  April  18,  1906,  $6,000;  December  19,  1906.  $4,000;  Sep¬ 
tember  17.  1908,  $5,000;  May  5,  1909,  $10,000,  and  which  of  said 
drafts  went  directlv  into  the  account  of  said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and 
whether,  if  any  of  said  drafts  were  deposited  to  the  credit  of  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd,  the  amounts  thereof  were  not  on  the  same  day  of 
such  deposit  transferred  from  the  account  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
to  the  account  of  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer;  and  further  that 
said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  may 
be  required  particularly  and  in  detail  to  disclose  what  investments 
of  any  kind,  either  in  notes  or  other  securities,  have  been  made  by 
said  defendant  Cramer  through  said  company  or  by  said  company 
as  agent  or  trustee  or  otherwise  in  her  behalf  and  the  time  or  times 
and  nature  of  such  investments;  also  what  notes  or  other  securities 
of  any  kind  the  said  Company  now  holds  as  agent  or  trustee  or  in 
any  other  capacity  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  defendant  Cramer, 
and  particularly  whether  it  has  held  or  now  holds  on  behalf  of  the 
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defendant  Cramer,  as  tier  agent  or  trustee  or  in  anv  other  capacity 
the  notes  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  its  answer  to  the  original 
hill  in  this  cause  as  M  atson,”  “Cockrell.”  “Miller  ”  “Bli«  ”  “G^.ld 
enherg.’  ‘‘Norman,”  “Hopkins,  *  Miller.”  and  “PettU”’  whether 

irilerp  !  ®"V  for  ?ai'1  defendant  Cramer  in  collecting 

interest  or  principal  on  account  of  said  notes  or  anv  other  notes  or 

securities  of  any  kind  whatsoever  and  the  dates  of  such  collections. 

nether  it  has  paid  or  delivered  to  said  defendant  Cramer  the 
Ob  said  notes  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  notes  or  securities  of 
«m\  kind  whatever  and  the  dates  of  such  payment  or  delivery 
and  whether  any  of  such  notes  or  other  securities  or  anv  notes  or 
securities  of  any  kind  have  been  delivered  by  said  Company  to  the 
said  defendant  C  ramer  since  the  filing  of  the  original  hill'  in  this 
cause  on  the  2/th  day  of  June,  1910.  and  if  so.  when. 

/.  That  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  he  enjoined,  pend¬ 
ing  this  suit  and  perpetually,  from  conveying,  transferring,  incum¬ 
bering  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  notes  or  other  property  of  anv 
kind  acquired  by  her  with  the  proceeds  of  money  or  other  property 
acquired  by  her  from  said  Fenton  J.  Nurd,  and  that  she  may  be 
required,  pending  this  suit,  to  pay  over  and  deliver  such  notes  or 
oiher  property  to  a  receiver  or  receivers  appointed  by  this  Court. 

8.  That  he  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  the  case  mav 
require  and  to  the  Court  may  seem  right  and  proper. 

(Signed)  LEE  M  NURD, 

Conservator  of  the  Estate  of  Fenton  I.  Hard ,  Incapable. 

H.  CORDON  PIERCE. 

WALLACE  D.  McLEAN, 

RICHARD  A.  FORD, 

Atfys  for  PVff . 


State  ok  Connecticut, 

County  of  Fairfield ,  ss: 

Nurd,  on  oath  say  that  1  have  read  the  foregoing 
amended  bill  of  complaint  by  me  subscribed  as  Conservator  of  the 
Estate  of  Fenton  J.  Nurd  and  that  the  matters  therein  stated 
°7  of  my  own  knowledge  are  true  and  those  stated  upon  infor¬ 
mation  and  belief  T  believe  to  be  true. 

(Signed)  EEE  m.  HURD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  this  29th  day  of  July,  1910. 

FRED  N.  KNAPP. 

I  seal.  |  X  of  art/  Public. 

Commission  expires  Feb.  1st.  1911. 


(Endorsed:)  Leave  to  file  the  within  amended  bill  is  hereby 
granted,  as  against  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  one 
of  the  defendants.  Job  Barnard,  Justice. 

Leave  to  file  within  granted  this  8th  day  of  August,  1910. 

JOB  BARNARD,  Justice . 
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58  A nswer  of  the  Washington  Loayx  &  Trust  Company  to 

Amended  Bill. 

Piled  August  18,  1910. 

*  *  *  •  *  *  *  * 

lor  answer  to  so  much  and  such  parts  of  the  amended  bill  of 
complaint  as  this  defendant  deems  it  necessary  for  it  to  answer  it  an¬ 
swering  says: 

1-2.  It  admits  the  allegations  of  the  first  and  second  paragraphs 
of  the  bill. 

8.  rl  his  defendant  has  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matters  and 
things  set  forth  in  the  third  paragraph  of  the  hill,  and  therefore  can 
neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same. 

4.  For  answer  to  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  bill  this  defendant 
says  that  it  has  no  knowledge  of  the  matters  and  the  things  therein 
set  forth  except  that  some  of  its  officers  had  received  the  information 
that  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  resided  with  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer 
in  the  City  of  Washington.  District  of  Columbia.  Such  officers 
believe  that  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  a  man  of  advanced  years, 
hut  this  belief  is  based  only  upon  the  fact  that  he  has  been  seen  in 
the  banking  room  of  this  defendant  on  one  or  two  occasions. 

5-0.  This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  matters 
and  things  set  forth  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  paragraphs  of  the  said 
hill,  and  therefore  can  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same. 

7.  For  answer  to  the  seventh  paragraph  of  the  bill,  this  defend¬ 
ant  savs  that  on  or  about  the  12th  dav  of  June  1901  Laura  R.  Cra- 
«  « 

mer,  whom  this  defendant  believes  to  he  the  identical  per- 

59  son  named  as  defendant  herein,  opened  an  account  in  the 
hanking  department  of  this  defendant,  receiving  pass  book 

Xo.  25907,  this  account  being  opened  with  a  deposit  of  $440.00. 
From  that  time  until  the  5th  day  of  August,  1910,  the  account  of 
the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  continued  as  an  active  account,  deposits 
being  received  and  checks  drawn  against  said  account  in  the  usual 
course  of  business.  This  defendant  attaches  hereto  an  itemized  state¬ 
ment  of  the  account  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  from  the  time  the 
same  was  opened  showing  in  detail  the  business  transactions  of  the 
said  Laura  R.  Cramer  from  the  date  the  said  account  was  opened  on 
the  12th  dav  of  June  1901  up  to  and  including  the  5th  day  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1910. 

This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  of  the  matters  and  things  set 
forth  in  said  seventh  paragraph  as  to  the  relations,  financial  or  other¬ 
wise.  between  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer, 
excepting  only  as  said  financial  relations  are  set  forth  in  the  ac¬ 
companying  account  which  is  marked  “W.  L.  A  T.  Exhibit  A,”  nor 
does  the  defendant  have  any  knowledge  of  any  false  and  fraudulent 
representations  and  pretensions  whereby  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer 
procured  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  sums  of  money  aggregating 
more  than  $40,000.00.  It  cannot,  therefore,  admit  any  of  the  alle¬ 
gations  of  this  paragraph  in  respect  to  said  representations  and  pre¬ 
tensions  and  can  only  submit  to  the  inspection  of  the  Court  a  copy 
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of  the  account  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  which  gives  in  detail  all 
the  information  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  defendant 

(50  rhe  .h,Uin?al  "la,t.ers  °f  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer, 

oo  and  this  defendant  has  no  information  direct  or  otherwise 

bearing  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  allegations  or  said 
paragiaph  which  is  not  contained  m  said  Exhibit  “A”  and  Exhibit 
»  hereinafter  referred  to. 

«h.»?si!rer.1?  a1?  *igh,h  PilraKraPh,  this  defendant  savs  that 
a  herembefoie  stated  it  has  no  knowledge  of  any  fraudulent  reprs- 

sentations  or  pretensions  or  undue  influence,  by  means  of  which  it 

is  alleged  that  the  defendant  Cramer  procured  from  Fenton  .1  Hurd 

certain  moneys  hut  this  defendant  did  have  certain  financial  deal 

mgs  with  said  defendant  Cramer  which  are  set  forth  in  Exhibit 

*  l-  A.  .  A,  and  for  the  purpose  of  answering  fully  said  mrn 

sS:,i,z sir1"1"  "•  *«•»  . . ^ 

*2*1  &2S  SzfJSsz  'ffi  iSifSt.W  - 

-><(>  Washington  I).  C..  aggregating  $5,000.00  to  said  defendant 
Cmmer  who  gave  her  check  on  this  defendant  for  said  notes  and  , 1^ 
<h cumulated  interest  thereon  amounting  to  "*1 

»f  OH.fer  mo:  *2500.00  prto.ip,  SwS °  “ 

S™  it V T  “1,1  “Sol™ 

ui.imei  with  this  defendant;  and  on  the  1st  dav  of  October  190S 

*•  ->(  0  00  ,a.V1Sfi>  -If"  ex,e,lded  >"  date.  the  balance  lo  .it' 
*2.»00.00  and  $62.50  interest,  was  paid,  credited  to  account  of  'aid 

C  R  O,:"?l  ‘  q®  ?T  '■^rendered  to  the  party  paving  the  same 
B.  On  the  .>rd  day  of  May  1906  it  sold  to  the  defendant  Cramer 

61  Em"  "°<ei  °f  °Tne  !;'l;,ll'l'is  M  Cockrell  dated  Februarv  6 

as 

patter 

of  these  notes  were  made  as  follow***  Kehrmirv  u  ion-  *innn  rul  ‘i 
•$22.50  interest,  and  March  2.  1 906  $10  0  00  and  *  ‘t  ,  '  an1 

1900.  se<aired"onTpnrt  of 
Cranier^paid^to'  this  defendant"^ f‘,'r  which  said  pendant 

ZW'Va]  and  amVlm,med  interest,  and  on  the  25th 
»  the  same  were  paid  and  the  proceeds  ^n  nn 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  defendant  Cramer  *  °°  We‘e 

JS? %  ^  °SSSr„ Z7 dialed 
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Paid  -for  ^le  ^  &ivin»  ller  check  on  this  defendant  for 
o2  $3035.42,  covering  principal  and  accumulated  interest.  On 
November  0,  1909  the  said  notes  were  paid  in  full  and  the 
proceed?  amounting  to  $3054. 1<  were  passed  to  tile  credit  of  the 
account  of  said  defendant  Ciamer. 

E.  On  the  5th  day  of  November  1908  this  defendant  sold  to  the 
detendant  Cramer,  note  of  Moses  Goldenberg  dated  July  12,  1907. 
for  $o, 000.00  secured  by  deed  of  trust  on  Lots  “A”  “B”  “6”  and 
MV’  and  part  of  Lot  12  in  Square  431,  Washington,  D.  C,  for 
winch  she  paid  to_this_ defendant  by  her  check  on  her  account  with 
it,  the  sum  of  $5079.17  covering  principal  and  accumulated  interest. 
On  December  2,  1908,  this  defendant  repurchased  said  note  from 

Cramer  and  the  proceeds  of  such  purchase,  to  wit: 
$oU.0 .22  were  placed  to  the  credit  of  her  account. 

K  On  the  fifth  day  of  November  1905  this  defendant  sold  to  the 
defendant  (  ramer  a  certain  note  of  one  John  J.  Noonan  for  $2500  00 
secured  by  deed  of  trust  on  part  of  Lot  21,  Square  370,  Washington 
i  .  C.,  and  paid  for  the  same  by  check  on  her  account  with  this  de¬ 
fendant  amounting  to  $2540.28  principal  and  accumulated  interest. 
Said  note  together  with  the  Cockrell  note  referred  to  in  paragraph 
“B  was  hypothecated  with  the  defendant  to  secure  to  it  a  certain 
loan  of  $4,000.00  made  to  said  defendant  Cramer  and  hereinafter 
more  particularly  referred  to  on  the  0th  day  of  July,  1910  the  said 
note  of  $2500.00  and  accumulated  interest  amounting  to  $49.16  was 
paid  and  surrendered  to  the  maker,  the  proceeds  thereof  be- 
03  ing  credited  on  the  $4,000.00  note  of  said  defendant  Cramer. 

G.  On  the  4th  day  of  October  1909,  this  defendant  sold  to 
the  defendant  Cramer  notes  of  C.  E.  Hopkins  and  Katherine  Miller 
dated  September  2.  1909,  payable  in  3  years  after  date  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  4i/2  per  cent,  per  annunr,  aggregating  $10,000.00  se¬ 
cured  by  deed  of  trust  on  Lots  11  and  12,  Square  166;  said  Cramer 
paying  for  the  same  by  check  on  her  account  with  this  defendant  for 
$10040.00  principal  and  accrued  interest.  At  the  time  of  said  pur¬ 
chase  to  wit:  October  4,  1909  the  said  notes  were  endorsed  by  this 
defendant,  the  payee  to  the  said  defendant  Cramer  and  delivered  to 
hei .  1  hi?  defendant  has  not  seen  said  notes  since  they  were  de¬ 

livered  to  said  Cramer  except  in  April  1910  when  they  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  it  Ia  said  Cramer  for  payment  of  interest  and  endorsement 
thereof  on  said  notes.  Immediately  thereafter  they  were  returned 
to  said  defendant  and  it  has  not  rince  then  seen  said  notes  nor  does 
it  know  where  they  now  are  or  who  holds  or  owns  the  same  or  anv 
of  them. 

II.  On  the  8th  day  of  November  1909,  this  defendant  sold  to  the 
defendant  Cramer  notes  of  Clarence  Pettit  dated  March  4,  1909.  ag¬ 
gregating  $6,000.00,  secured  by  deed  of  trust  on  part  of  Lot  14  and 
all  of  lot  25  in  Square  673,  Washington,  I).  C.  The  said  defendant 
Cramer  paid  for  said  notes  by  check  on  her  account  with  this  de¬ 
fendant  for  $6053.34.  principal  and  accrued  interest  and 
64  said  notes  were  endorsed  and  immediately  delivered  to  her. 

This  defendant  has  not  since  seen  said  notes  or  had  the  same 
or  any  of  them  in  its  possession,  except  for  the  purpose  of  endorsing 
the  interest  thereon  when  it  last  fell  due,  and  immediatelv  the  same 
.  5— 2483a 
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were  returned  to  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  this  defendant  does  not 
now  know  m  whose  posession  the  same  are  or  who  is  the  holder  of 
them  or  any  of  them. 

I.  On  the  11th  day  of  November  1909  this  defendant  sold  to  the 
defendant  C  miner  other  notes  ol  Clarence  Pettit  l>eing  of  like  tenor 

non  ona!id  U8  notes  described  in  preceding  paragraph  for 

$8,000.00  the  said  Cramer  paying  for  same  bv  her  check  on  her 

account  with  this  defendant  for  $8027.92  principal  and  accrued  in¬ 
terest.  these  notes  as  those  above  described,  were  endorsed  and  im¬ 
mediately  delivered  to  the  said  defndant  Cramer  and  have  not  since 
been  in  the  defendant’s  possession,  except  for  the  purpose  of  credit¬ 
ing  interest,  and  then  immediately  to  the  said  Cramer  This  de¬ 
fendant  does  not  now  know  who  owns  the  said  notes  nor  in  whose 
possession  the  same  or  any  of  them  are. 

tin!UlfFrm  u1”1!  sai<i  |,!,rnKn||1|i  eight  and  in  further  explana- 
•h  ,  H  ?  r  'i  *  ' VA  the  financial  transaction 

V  ini';!1*  ;1"  Cr»'*'er  ,ho  defendant  says,  that  on  the  (ith  dav 
ot  dune  1910  the  said  Cramer  borrowed  from  this  defendant  the 

sum  of  $4,000.00  and  made,  executed  and  delivered  unto  it  her  cer- 
...  tam  bilateral  note  of  that  date  together  with  note  of  John  J. 

Noonan  for  $2o00.00  secured  by  deed  of  trust,  and  note  of 

Irancis  M.  Cockrell  for  $4,000.00,  also  secured  by  deed  of 
^d  notes  being  more  particularly  described  in  paragraph* 
i  and.  .  as  collateral  security  for  the  said  loan  of  $4.000  00- 
that  on  the  bill  day  of  July  1910  she  paid  the  interest  on  said  note 
amounting  to  *13.. ‘>,4  to  June  30.  1010,  and  on  the  same  dav  the  note 
of  John  J.  Noonan  was  paid  in  full  with  intere-t  to  that  date  and 
the  same  was  eaneelled  and  surrendered  to  said  Noonan,  and  the 
proceeds  to  wit  *'-'.>40,10  were  credited  on  the  hack  of  said  collateral 
note;  and  that  there  is  due  and  owing  to  this  defendant  from  -aid 
<  ramer  on  account  of  said  loan  the  sum  of  $1500.  with  interest 
thereon  until  paid,  as  security  for  which  this  defendant  holds  the  real 
estate  note  of  said  Francis  M.  Cockrell  for  $4,000.00. 

Defendant  further  states  in  answer  to  said  paragraph  eight  that  at 
no  time  has  it  ever  acted  in  any  fiduciary  capacity  whatever  for  the 
said  defendant  Cramer,  nor  has  it  ever  held  any  of  the  securities 
abo\e  mentioned  or  any  other  securities  or  monevs  as  agent  or  trus¬ 
tee  for  her;  on  the  contrary  defendant  says  that  said  Cramer  alwav* 
attended  personally  to  the  purchase  of  the  said  notes  and  to  the  pav- 
ment  of  interest  thereon.  Her  course  in  making  each  of  the  above 
purchases  was  to  select  from  the  list  of  notes  such  as  she  desired  and 
to  pay  foi  the  same  by  check  on  her  account.  Thereupon  the  notes 
were  in  each  and  every  instance  endorsed  to  and  delivered  to  her 
She  never  left  the  same  or  any  of  them  with  this  defendant  for  anv 
time  or  any  purpose  except  at  or  about  the  time  or  times  when  either 
the  principal  or  interest  fell  due,  and  immediatelv  after  such  , ele¬ 
ments  were  made  and  credited  to  her  account  she  withdrew  the  same 
And  as  hereinbefore  stated  this  defendant,  has  no  knowledge 
ob  or  information  as  to  the  present  ownership  or  location  of 

r  v.  a"y  ,,  a  ,no,?f  remaining  unpaid,  excepting  onlv  the  notes 
of  Francis  M.  Cockrell  aggregating  $4,000.00  and  held  bv  this  de¬ 
fendant  as  security  for  the  said  loan  of  $1500.00  and  interest 
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Neither  did  this  defendant  have  any  knowledge  in  regard  to  said 
notes  other  than  as  herein  set  forth  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the 
original  or  amended  bill  in  this  cause. 

9  This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  of  the  matters  and  things 
set  forth  in  the  ninth  paragraph  of  the  hill  and  therefore  can 
neither  admit  nor  deny  the  same. 

10.  The  allegations  contained  in  the  ninth  paragraph  of  the  hill 
being  conclusions  of  law,  this  defendant  is  advised  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  answer  the  same. 

In  further  answering  the  hill,  this  defendant  attaches  hereto  as  a 
part  of  its  answer  an  extract  from  its  records  being  designated  as 
.  •  k*  ^  Exhibit  “B”.  showing  dates  of  certain  drafts  mentioned 
in  paragraph  seven  of  the  amended  hill  and  what  disposition  was 
made  of  said  drafts  so  far  as  this  defendant  has  any  knowledge. 

THE  WASHINGTON  LOAN  &  TRUST 
COMPANY, 

Bv  ANDREW  PARKER,  Vice  Present. 

JOHN  B.  EARNER.  Aitorn,ey. 

Andrew  Parker  being  thvs  dulv  sworn  deposes  and  says  that  he  is 
one  of  the  Vice-presidents  of  the  W.  L.  &  T.  Company,  the  above 
named  defendant,  that  he  has  read  the  foregoing  answer,  by  him 
subscribed,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof;  that  the  facts  therein 
stated  upon  his  personal  knowledge  are  true  and  those 
o7  stated  upon  his  information  and  belief,  he  believes  to  be  true. 

ANDREW  PARKER.  • 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  dav  of  August  1910 
tSEAL-l  CHARLES  H.  DOING,  Jr., 

Notary  Public. 


Filed  August  25,  1910. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Holding  an 

Equity  Court.. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

Lee  M.  Hurd,  Conservator  of  the  Person  and  Estate  of  Fenton  J 

Hurd,  Plaintiff, 
vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer  et  al.,  Defendants. 

Separate  Answer  of  Lavra  R.  Cramer  to  the  Amended  Bill  of 

Complaint. 

This  defendant  not  waiving  her  objection  heretofore  made  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  court  of  Equity  in  the  premises  because  it 
sufficiently  appears  in  and  by  the  original  and  amended  bills  of 
complaint  that  the  plaintiff’s  alleged  cause  of  action  is  cognizable 
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*  laJ’,,a,".<?  in/is,inK  '.here<1"  she  had  demurred  to  the 

.'aid  amended  bil-  of  coui|>laint  for  answer  thereto  shows- 

..  1S‘a  i  u  unTer  paragraphs  1,  2.  3,  4,  5,  0.  and  7  of  the  said 

oririn  ,M  n  0f;°l"l'l,i,,,l  this  defendant  refers  to  her  answer  to  the 
[  ngmal  bill  and  adopts  the  averments  and  denials  made  bv  said 
an.s^er  to  the  hist  seven  paragraphs  of  said  l»ill  as  if  such  averments 
and  denials  were  here  again  given  at  length. 

ind  Answering  paragraph  8  of  said  amended  hill,  this  defendant 

Tg  HnrdnKln?  XhA  }he  eVCr  *,roci,re.(1  anv  rnone.v  from  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd.  In  fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions  or  bv  the 

LoaTI  Trust  C^  ln#  ,,enCe*  Says  j*  is  not  true  that  the  Washington 
.  an/V  lI>t  Co>nPan.v  ever  acted  as  agent  or  trustee  for  her  in  the 

i”'|Ttnie?ts  made  h>’  her  or  that  said  Company  has  held  or  now 
old>  a>  her  agent  or  as  trustee  any  securities  owned  bv  her  Thi« 
defendant  did,  from  time  to  time,  and  as  her  funds  would  permit 
pui chase  from  the  said  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  promissory  notes  secured  upon  real  estate,  which  said 
notes  are  indicated  m  the  answer  of  said  Company  to  the 
origmal  hill  and  will  be  hereinafter  specified  and  described  Some  of 

on  I’ o  n  ZeTr("\  T'  ",,d  T*  ""1-1.  Sail  wAn  ng 

...  ...  [f  1  r  !st  Co,t»l«>ny  has  not  the  possession  or  control  of 

for  $4  000  onr,ri"T<Vi’  WU'S  ex<-el',.in.a  only  the  “Cockrell”  notes 
f4;00000  "Inch  it  holds  as  security  for  the  repavment  of  a  loan 

fTl.i  aT"]  'I'*'/®  !°  ,,MS  defendant  as  hereinafter  set  out. 
i  T  "r  ^/“h’lidan!  further  says  that  no  separate  hank  account  w-is 
kept  of  the  moneys  given  her  bv  the  said  Fenton  f  Hurd  hut  the 
same  passed  into  the  general  account  of  this  defend”  .  and  wJt‘e 

bv  heVfwT  "'-‘l1  ol  ,er  f,IIK,s  helonging  to  her.  and  notes  purchased 
•  her  from  said  company  were  paid  for  bv  means  of  checks  drawn 

'T  f  !d,Snleral  oocount.  And  this  defendant  again  averritm  tha 

sr  shr;bv,,'1'®  sm?  p®rn  "®r®  imi 

reason  of  ihf  r  a<  and  therefore  avers  that  she  did  not  bv 

RnJ  V.f  f,reniIses  ]>eL<)lno  a  trustee  for  the  said  Fenton  T 
Hurd,  and  that  none  of  said  notes  so  purchased  was  or  could 

she  prays. the  same  benefit  of  the  'ta  te  f  o  it  ' 
the  premtscs  as  if  the  same  were  formally deaded  ^  ,n 

iirsi:  '„s:,  «m  m  .. 

j— »  '»  "«  on  X,;*?  in?r?£  TW**'S  her 

length  repeated  and  -et  forth  •  -md  1  1  “  1  t  le  >anie  were  here  at 

rm,. 

her  answer  to  said  amended  bill  «■  ,1  ung^nal  answer  as 

repeated,  and  prays  that  J 
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answer  may  be  taken  and  read  herewith  as  if  again  set  out  and 
attached  hereto. 

And  now  having  fully  answered  the  said  amended  bill  of  com¬ 
plaint,  this  defendant  prays  to  be  hence  dismissed  with  her  costs 
in  this  behalf  most  wrongfullv  incurred. 

(Signed)  '  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

A.  A.  BIRNEY, 

WHARTON  E.  LESTER, 

Att’ys  for  Defendant  Cramer. 


71  Motion  for  Leave  to  Amend  Hill  of  Complaint. 

Filed  April  4,  1911. 

*  *  *  *  '  *  *  * 

Comes  now  the  plaintiff  and  moves  the  court  for  leave  to  amend 
the  bill  of  complaint  Hied  in  the  above  entitled  cause  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars,  that  is  to  say: 

1.  Amend  the  title  or  caption  of  said  bill  of  complaint  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Plaintiff, 

vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer  and  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Defendants. 

paragraph  of  said  bill  of  complaint 

so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

The  plaintiff  lenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  JVI .  Hurd  as  Conservator 
of  his  Person  and  Estate  and  as  his  Next  Friend,  respectfully  shows 
as  follows.’’ 

3.  Amend  paragraph  1  of  said  bill  of  complaint  so  a«  to  read  as 
follows : 

“1-  That  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
Greenwich.  State  of  Connecticut,  and  brings  this  suit  by  Lee  M. 
Hurd  as  Conservator  of  his  Person  and  Estate  by  virtue  of  ancil¬ 
lary  letters  granted  him  as  such  conservator  by  this  Honora- 
72  ble  Court,  and  as  his  Next  Friend.” 

4.  Amend  paragraph  3  of  said  bill  of  complaint  by  in¬ 
serting  after  the  words  “adjudged  to  be”  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
paragraph,  the  words  “because  of  mental  derangement,  physical 
infirmity,  and  advanced  age;”  also  by  striking  out  the  word  “plain¬ 
tiff”  in  the  fifth  line  of  said  paragraph  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
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the  w°rd  ‘‘said;”  also  bv  striking  out  the  words  “plaintiff  herein” 
in  the  ninth  line  of  said  paragraph. 

thA5'  Pa™^aph  '  ”f  said  bill  of  complaint  by  striking  out 

•  ..  r  .  P  amtiff  m  next  to  the  last  line  of  said  paragraph  and 

inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “said  Lee  M.  Hurd.” 

,,  6>  }rn<]  Parasrapb  S  of  said  bill  of  complaint  by  striking  out 
he  following  words  in  the  thirty-sixth  line  of  said  paragraph,  “and 

he  lv.arrM?  «.‘he  consenator  of  his  estate;”  also,  by  striking  out 

1*  ‘  ,n'\  ln  le  a<'  i|ne  °f  “aid  paragraph  and  inserting  in 

lieu  thereof  the  words  “or  to  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  ” 

the  >‘n  e"d  parTa-ph  ,10  ,,f  1,111  of  """Plaint  by  striking  out 

the  following  words  in  the  second  and  third  lines  of  said  paragraph 

as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J  Hurd  ;”  also  bv  stnk- 

mg  o„t  the  words  “as  such”  in  the  fourteenth  line  of  saiiTpara^aph 

and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  “or  to  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as-” 

theNvord '  “tdainti ff  ”  l)1*  ’ "<'"ty-fift L  line  of  said  paragraph,  after 

!,'n  ,i  'e  th,r!/  Pn!v?r  !,f  bill  of  complaint  by  inserting 
after  the  word  “plaintiff”  in  the  fourth  line  thereof  the 
<•3  words  “or  to  said  Lee  M.  Hurd.”  ’  6 

•  ..  9- Amend  the  fourth  prayer  of  said  bill  of  complaint  bv 

inserting  after  the  word  “plaintiff”  in  the  tenth  line  thereof  the 
words  “or  to  said  Lee  M.  Hurd.”  lne 


RICHARD  A.  FORI). 

WALLACE  DAVID  McLEVN 
II.  GORDON  PIERCE. 

Attorneys  for  Plaintiff. 


Order  Granting  Leave  to  Amend  Bill  of  Complaint. 

Filed  April  4,  1911. 

******* 

,i  Pf*)n  ‘""serration  of  the  motion  of  the  plaintiff  filed  herein  on 

\  CD  19lT  0f,iAp,i'  1911f  ”  lsh-v  ,he  Court,  this  4th  day  of  April 

tiff  be  -md  betsTercT6'’- ' 16  0h|,e<'ii',n  of  defendant-,  that  the  plain- 
,  .nn<]  1  e  "  hereby  is.  granted  leave  to  amend  the  bill  of  com 

lain  tin  the  above  entitled  cause  as  therein  praved  .  e  anX 

of  the  defendants  heretofore  filed  in  this  cause' to  stand  as  the 

answers  of  the  defendants  to  the  bill  of  complaint  as  amended 

ASHLEY  M.  GOULD,  Justice. 
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Second  Amended  Bill  of  Complaint. 

Filed  April  6,  1911. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

I  knton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Consemitor  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend.  Plaintiff, 

vs. 

Laura  P.  Cramer  and  I  iie  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Defendants. 

By  leave  of  Court  the  Bill  of  Complaint  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

The  plaintiff  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  Conservator 
of  Ins  Person  and  Estate  and  as  his  Next  Friend,  respectfully  show** 
as  follows:  J 

1.  That  he  is- a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
Greenwich,  State  of  Connecticut,  and  brings  this  suit  by  Lee  M. 
Hurd  as  Conservator  of  his  Person  and  Estate  by  virtue  of  ancillarv 
letters  granted  him  as  such  conservator  by  this  Honorable  Court, 
and  as  his  Next  Friend. 

" ■  That  the  defendant  Laui a.  1\.  Cramer  is  a  resident  of  the  citv 
of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and  is  sued  in  her  own  right; 
and  the  defendant  T  he  W  ashingtou  Loan  and  Trust  Company  is  a 
corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  doing  business  in  said  District  of  Columbia  and  is  sued 
/4a  m  its  own  right  as  hereinafter  stated. 

„  .  3_  That  on  to  ,'vit  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1910. 

,  enton  J.  Hurd  a  resident  of  Greenwich,  State  of  Connecticut,  was 
ny  the  Court  ot  Probate  of  the  District  of  Greenwich,  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  adjudged  to  la*,  because  of  mental  derangement,  physical 
infirmity ,  and  ad\anced  age,  incapable  of  transacting  business  and 
the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  was  duly  appointed  bv  the  said  Court  as  con- 
senator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Ilurd,  Incapable,  and 
duly  qualified  as  such  by  giving  bond  in  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand 
Dollars;  and  that  thereafter  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd,  was  by  this 
Honorable  Court  granted  ancillary  letters  as  conservator  of  the  per¬ 
son  and  estate  of  said  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  and  has  duly  qualified  under 
said  appointment. 

4.  That  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  from  about  the  vear  1891 
to  the  early  part  of  1910  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Washington,  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  during  a  considerable  period  of  that  time 
made  his  home  with  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  in  said  Citv 
and  District,  her  place  of  residence  having  been  almost,  continuous^ 
his  home  from  long  prior  to  the  year  1901,  to  the  time  of  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Greenwich.  Connecticut,  in  March,  1910.  That  the  said 
P enton  J.  Hurd  is  a  man  advanced  in  years,  being  now  in  the  eighty- 
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ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  for  about  ten  years  last  past  has  been 
mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  oivn  business  affairs;  that  dur¬ 
ing  all  of  said  jieriod  of  ten  years,  and  especially  since  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1904,  the  slid  defendant  Laura  R.  Cran'cMm' 
,4h  exercised  a  dominating  influence  over  him,  the  said  Hurd 
^  leposinp  in  her  the  utmost  confidence. 

o.  l  hat  Man-  S.  Lee  Hurd,  wife  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and 
to  whom  he  was  greatly  devoted,  and  who  had  lieen  of  most  helpful 
!  '  j  accumulation  »f  bis  property,  died  on  September 
.  ’  \  'e  sa"'  1'enton  .1.  Hurd  was  greatlv  affected  bv  her 

death  and  thereafter  entertained  the  belief  that  it'  was  possible  for 
depaned  spirits  through  certain  persons  denominated  as  “mediums” 
to  hold  communication  with  their  loved  ones  still  living,  and  was 
greatly  influenced  in  respect  to  all  business  matters  by  any  com¬ 
munication  received  by  him  purporting  to  come  front  ids  deceased 
wife,  especially  when  said  communications  came  to  him  through 
the  medium  of  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  ^ 

>.  that,  this  belief  on  the  (.art  of  the  said  Fenton'  J  Hurd  was 
well  known  to  the  defendant.  Laura  R.  Cramer,  who  encouraged 
nm  m  such  belief  and  herself  acted  the  part  of  a  “medium”  and 
frequently  presented  him  with  communications  purport",  g  o  have 
lieen  received  by  her  for  him  from  his  deceased  wife  and  dined 
Mary,  the  name  of  Ins  said  wife;  and  the  said  Fenton  J  Hurd 
by  reason  of  the  great  confidence  reposed  by  him  in  the  said  Laura 
{.  Cramer  who  by  reason  of  their  long  and  intimate  association  -is 
members  of  the  same  household  had.  as  above  alleged,  acquired  and 
exercised  a  controlling  influence  over  him,  readily  accepted  s-, id 
communications  as  in  fact  having  been  made  to  him  bv  his  de- 
ceased  wife  and  acted  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  -md 
-4c  requests  contained  in  the  said  letters.  K  ° 

.i  ;fh.at  ,lle„?i<1  defendant  Laura  II.  Cramer  well  know 
mg  the  implicit  confidence  reposed  in  her  by  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd  and  that  lie  was  incapable  of  attending  to  his  business  affaira 
u.d  safeguarding  his  interests,  and  also  well  knowing  his  devotion 
to  the  memory  of  Ins  deceased  wife  and  the  readiness  with  which 
he  accepted  and  complied  with  anv  suggestion  or  reoue^t  iV)n\  V»  1 
believed  came  to  him  from  his  said  wift  on  frequent'^Lb  '  diir! 
mg  the  mine  than  nine  years  during  which  he  had  lieen  an  inmate 
of  ber  bo, lie.  presented  to  him  communications  which  she  fraud 
ulentK  and  with  the  intent  thereby  to  acouire  tn 
and  property  of  the  said  Hurd  wi?h5t"3S  I  SiS 
therefor,  represented  and  pretended  <-ai„e  from  his  deceaed  w  fe 

fi  Hurd  fully  believing  that  therelfvhe  was  ca^g  ran  tEwill 
of  lus  said  Wife,  accordingly  did,  and  from  time  to  time  during 

l  e  nl,np  .'ears,  and  particularly,  to  wit  Mav  24  loot  i  n 
14,  190o.  April  18.  1906.  December  9  1  Qfu;  «  i  ,1’ 
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pretensions  referred  to,  procured  from  him  without  giving  any 
consideration  therefor  sums  aggregating  more  than  Forty  Thou¬ 
sand  Dollars.  The  drafts  representing  various  large  amounts 
tAil  were  cashed  by  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  through 
the  defendant  Ihe  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
the  proceeds  thereof  going  into  her  account  with  the  said  defendant 
company,  among  them  being  the  following,  to  wit:  Mav  23  1904 

?n’00,a^.Vpril  ,005’  *5’000;  APril  18,  190«,  $6,000-  December 
19,  1900.  $4,000 ;  September  17,  1908,  $5,000;  May  5,  1909, 

$10,000;  March  8,  1910,  check  for  $350,  the  proceeds  of  which  the 
said  defendant  Cramer  received  in  cash  from  said  defendant  com¬ 
pany  ,  besides  which  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  received 
other  large  amounts  at  divers  times;  and  the  plaintiff  alleges  that 
no  consideration  passed  from  the  said  defendant  Laura  1L  Cramer 
to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  or  to  any  one  for  him  for  the  said  trans¬ 
fers  to  her,  but  the  same  was  wholly  without  consideration,  and  were 
induced  by  the  fraudulent  representations  and  pretensions  of  the 
said  Laura  R.  Cramer  that  the  deceased  wife  of  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd  suggested  and  requested  that  such  transfers  be  made;  and 
further  plaintiff  claims  that  any  moneys  or  notes  or  other  securities 
in  the  possession  of  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust 
Company  to  the  credit  or  account  or  held  by  it  as  agent  or  in  trust 
for  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  are  moneys  or  securities  to 
which  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  or  the  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  con¬ 
servator  of  his  estate,  is  justly  and  in  equity  entitled. 

8.  I  pon  information  and  belief  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the 
_  moneys  procured  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  from 
'4 s?ud  henton  J.  Hurd  by  means  of  the  fraudulent  representa¬ 
tions  and  pretensions  and  the  exercise  of  undue  influence 
upon  him  as  hereinabove  alleged,  were  invested  by  the  said  de¬ 
fendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  or  by  the  said  defendant  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Loan  and  Trust  Company  as  agent  or  trustee  for  her  or  other- 
vise  in  her  behalf,  in  the  notes  of  divers  persons,  secured  by  deeds 
of  trust  of  real  estate  or  otherwise,  and  particularly  in  the  notes  men¬ 
tioned  m  Exhibit  A  to  the  answer  of  the  defendant  The  Washington 
Loan  and  Trust  Company  to  the  original  bill  of  complaint  filed 
in  this  cause  as  the  notes  of  “WTatson”,  “Cockrell”  “Miller” 
“Goldenberg”  “Noonan”,  “Hopkins  &  Miller”,  and  “Pettit”.  And 
the  plaintiff  further  alleges  that  all  of  the  said  notes  or  such  of 
them  as  have  not  been  paid,  aie  now  in  the  possession  of  said 
defendant  1  lie  W  aslnngton  Loan  and  Trust  Companv  as  agent  or 
trustee,  or  in  some  other  capacity,  for  said  defendant  Laura  R 
Cramer,  or  have  been  pledged  by  said  Cramer  to  said  Company 
and  that  said  defendant  company  has  been  and  is  receiving  as 
agent  or  trustee,  or  in  some  other  capacity,  for  the  said  defendant 
Laura  R.  Cramer,  payments  on  account  of  principal  and  interest 
on  said  notes  or  other  securities  and  crediting  the  same  to  the 
account  of  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  with  said  defendant  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  And  the  plaintiff  is  advised  and  therefore  alleges  that  bv 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  moneys  with  which  the  said  notes  and 
securities  were  procured  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  or 
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by  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
<  J  pan\  a-  agent  or  trustee,  or  in  some  other  capacity,  for  her 

were  obtained  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  bv  means  of 
the  fraud  aii.l  undue  influence  practiced  and  exercised  upon  the 
said  Hurd  by  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  as  hereinabove  al- 
leged,  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  entitled  in  equity  to  have  the  said 
notes  or  other  securities  decreed  to  be  held  by  said'  defendant  Laura 
K.  Cramer  or  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
pam  m  trust  for  the  said  Fenton  J.  Ilurd,  and  to  have  an  account- 
ing  from  said  defendants  for  all  moneys  received  by  them  or  either 
of  them  on  account  of  principal  or  interest  on  the  said  notes  or 
other  securities,  and  further  to  a  decree  enjoining  said  defendants 
and  each  of  them  pending  this  suil  and  perpetually,  from  trans¬ 
ferring  or  otherwise  disposing  of  said  notes  or  any  of  them  and 
requiring  them  to  deliver  up  the  -aid  notes,  or  (he  proceeds  thereof 
if  the  some  have  been  paid,  to  the  plaintiff  or  to  the  said  l.ee  M 
Ilurd  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

0.  T  hat  in  furtherance  of  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  said  defend¬ 
ant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  by  means  of  the  representations  and  pre¬ 
tensions  referred  to  to  possess  herself  of  the  monevs  and  property 
of  the  said  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  without  giving  any  consideration  there- 
lor.  and  m  order  to  prevent  any  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  son  and 
grandson  of  the  said  Ilurd  into  his  affairs,  well  knowing  that  if 
tbe  said  son  and  grandson  became  aware  of  the  true  conditions 

-j  ’y  mhlch  ”,e  T  Fe,ll,,n  J-  third  was  surrounded  thev 
•/  "oulH  nt  once  take  steps  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his 
interests,  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  falselv  and 
fraudulently  continually  represented  to  the  said  Hurd  that'  thev 
the  said  son  and  grandson,  were  indifferent  to  his  welfare  and 
anxious  onlv  that  Ins  death  might  come  as  speedilv  as  possible  in 
order  that  they  might  come  into  possession  of  his  money  and  estate 
and  induced  in  the  mind  of  -aid  Ilurd  a  belief  that  such  was  the 
•  use.  and  at  the  same  time,  and  with  a  like  purpose  of  preventing 

jV1-'  !lj<1i,,I]r'r  °“i  ll‘,e  J”"’1  '°n  and  grandson  into  his  affairs! 

the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  (  ranter  represented  to  the  said  son 
and  grandson  that  he,  the  said  Ilurd.  was  very  bitter  against  and 
antagonistic  to  them,  that  he  was  very  penurious  and  close  jn  hH 
money  matters  anti  would  spend  money  for  no  purpose  not  even 
for  suitable  clothing.  And  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  The  represents 

!'.on  "jr"  ,lle  . . .  grandson  of  said  Ilurd  were  indifferent  to  ‘ 

Ins  weRare  and  eared  only  that  they  might  come  into  poiesLn 
of  his  estate  ua>,  and  was  well  known  to  said  defendant  Tour,  p 
Cramer  to  be,  wholly  false  ami  fraudulent ;  and  ftlrtl  er  tha  at 
the  times  when  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  represented  to  the  lid 
son  and  grandson  that  said  Hurd  was  penurious  and  close  and  woTld 
not  pen  bm  him se  i  decent  clothing,  she  was  receiving  from  him 
as  above  alleged  and  by  means  of  the  fraudulent  represent-,  oTs 
and  pretensions  alleged,  monevs  and  property  -memo  ,/;™  •  i 

more  than  Forty  Thousand  Dollars.  '  eSregating  in  value 

Til  •  10-.T%  Pla’nt'ff  advised  anil  therefore  alletres  that 

from 'll  '-a  y Ve  the  Tsail1  ‘““fen*  of  money  and  pSwrtv 

from  the  .said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  to  the  said  Laura  R.  SCer 
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set  aside  as  having  been  obtained  by  fraud  and  undue  influence 
practiced  by  said  defendant  upon  the  said  Fenton  ,T.  Hurd  at  a  time 
when  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  not  mentally  capable  of  attend¬ 
ing  to  his  own  business  affairs  and  safe-guarding  his  own  interests, 
and  to  a  decree  requiring  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to 
account  for  the  moneys  and  property  received  by  her,  or  for  the 
notes  or  other  securities  in  which  the  same  may  have  been  invested 
and  to  pay  over  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  plaintiff  or  to  said  Lee 
M.  Hurd  as  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd;  and 
further  to  a  decree  declaring  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  The  M  ashington  Loan  and  Trust  Companv  to  the  credit 
of  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  any  notes  or  other  securi¬ 
ties  in  the  hands  of  said  company  as  agent  or  trustee,  or  in  anv 
other  capacity,  for  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  he  the 
property  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  enjoining  the  said  de¬ 
fendants  and  each  of  them  pending  this  suit  and  perpetuallv  from 
paying  out  said  moneys  or  transferring  or  disposing  of  said  note* 
or  other  securities  or  property  to  any  person  except  to  the  plaintiff 
or  to  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  the  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said 

Honorable  Court  ^  ^  *  receiver  or  receivers  appointed  by  this 

The  premises  considered,  the  plaintiff  prays— 

74i  Ji  (]efTen(hn{  Jaura  R-  Cramer  and  the 

74t  said  The  ashington  Loan  and  Trust  Companv  be  made 

parties  defendant  hereto,  served  with  process  and  required 
to  answer  fully  the  exigency  of  this  amended  bill,  but  tin!  said 

Laura  R,  Cramer  not  under  oath,  answer  under  oath  by  her  being 
hereby  expressly  waived.  • 

('2'  .j?a*  th.e  V!l!10'|s  transfers  of  money  and  property  made  hv 
the  said  Fenton  J  Hurd  to  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer 
may  lie  decreed  to  he  vacated  and  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  they 

unf,,,e  influenee  prafticed  bv  her 

,  T1,)'nt  tJle  saifl  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  he  decreed  to 

hold  all  such  money  and  property  in  trust  for  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd,  and  that  she  may  be  required  to  account  therefor  and  pay 
over  and  deliver  to  the  plaintiff  or  to  said  Lee  M.  Hurd  as  the  con¬ 
servator  of  the  estate  of  said  Hurd,  all  such  money  and  property 
with  interest  on  all  moneys  from  the  date  the  same  were  received  bv 
her;  and  further  that  the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  mav  be 
required  m  her  ansvyer  to  this  amended  bill  to  disclose  fully  what 
notes  or  other  securities  or  property  she  has  in  her  possession  or 
under  her  control,  or  has  had  in  her  possession  or  under  her  con¬ 
trol,  purchased  or  procured  with  moneys  received  directly  or  indi 
rectly  from  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  or  with  moneys  drawn'  from  the 
account  of  said  defendant  Cramer  with  the  defendant  The  Washing- 
ton  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  if  any  of  said  notes  or  other 
securities  or  property  have  been  disposed  of  by  her,  to  state  the 

date  when,  and  to  whom  such  notes,  securities  or  property 
74;  were  disposed  of  and  the  consideration  received  therefor. 

4.  That  any  moneys  on  deposit  in  the  Washington  Loan 
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and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  and 
any  notes  or  other  securities  in  the  hands  of  said  Company  as  agent 
01  trustee  for  her.  may  lie  decreed  to  belong  to  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd  and  that  said  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company 
mav  lie  enjoined,  pending  this  suit  and  (lerpetually,  from  paying 
an\  of  said  moneys  or  delivering  or  disposing  of  any  of  said  note- 
or  other  securities  to  said  Laura  R.  Cramer  or  on  her  order  and  mav 
tie  required  to  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  plaintiff  or  to  said 
Lee  Jl.  llurd  ns  conservator  of  the  estate  of  said  Hurd,  or  to  a 
receiver  appointed  by  this  Honorable  Court. 

5.  That  a  receiver  or  receivers  may  he  appointed  hv  this  Honora- 
,’le  Court  to  take  possession  of  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of  said  de- 
temlant  I  lie  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of 
said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  of  all  notes  or  other  securities 
in  the  hands  of  said  defendant  Trust  Company  as  agent  or  trustee 
.  1  defendant  Laura  K.  (Vainer,  and  also  of  anv  and  all  notes 
in  the  possession  or  under  the  control  of  said  defendant  Laura  R. 
(ramer  procured  l»v  her  with  moneys  obtained  by  her  from  said 
renton  J.  Hurd,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  orders  of  this  Hon¬ 
orable  Court. 

6.  That  said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 

panv  may  be  required,  in  its  answer  to  this  amended  bill 
/4a*  of  complaint,  to  set  forth  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  all 

transactions  had  by  said  Company  with  the  said  defendant 
Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  of  the  account  of  said  defendant  Cramer  with 
said  Company,  showing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  deposits,  the 
nature  thereof,  whether  in  cash,  checks  or  drafts,  the  banks  upon 
which  such  checks  or  drafts  were  drawn,  showing  also  what  became 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  drafts  mentioned  in  paragraph  7  of  this 
amended  bill  of  complaint,  viz:  May  23.  1004.  $0,000;  April  14. 
1005.  $5,000;  April  18.  1000.  $0,000;  December  10  1000,  $4  000* 
September  17.  1008.  $5,000;  May  5.  1000.  $10,000.  and  which  of 
said  drafts  went  directly  into  the  account  of  said  Laura  R.  Cramer, 
and  whether,  if  any  of  said  drafts  were  deposited  to  the  credit  of  said 
Lenton  .T.  Hurd,  the  amounts  thereof  were  not  on  the  same  day  of 
such  deposit  transferred  from  the  account  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
to  the  account  of  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer;  and  further  that 
said  defendant  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  may 
be  required  particularly  and  in  detail  to  disclose  what  investments 
of  any  kind,  either  in  notes  or  other  securities,  have  been  made  by 
said  defendant  Cramer  through  said  company  or  by  said  company 
as  agent  or  trustee  or  otherwise  in  her  behalf  and  the  time  or  times 
and  nature  of  such  investments;  also  what  notes  or  other  securities  of 
any  kind  the  said  Company  now  holds  as  agent  or  trustee  or  in  any 
other  capacity  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  defendant  Cramer,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  whether  it  has  held  or  now  holds  on  behalf  of  the 
74/  defendant  Cramer,  as  her  agent  or  trustee  or  in  any  other 
capacity,  the  notes  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  its  answer 
to  the  original  bill  in  this  cause  as  “Watson,”  “Cockrell,”  “Miller,” 
“Bliss.”  “(roldenberg,”  “Noonan,”  “Hopkins  £  Miller.”  and  “Pet¬ 
tit,”  whether  it  has  acted  in  any  capacity  for  said  defendant  Cra- 
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mer  in  collecting  interest  or  principal  on  account  of  said  notes  or 
any  other  notes  or  securities  of  any  kind  whatsoever  and  the  dates 
of  such  collections,  whether  it  has  paid  or  delivered  to  said  defend¬ 
ant  Cramer  the  said  notes  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  notes  or 
securities  of  any  kind  whatever  and  the  dates  of  such  payment  or 
deli\er\  and  whether  any  of  such  notes  or  other  securities  or  any 
notes  or  securities  of  any  kind  have  been  delivered  by  said  Com¬ 
pany  to  the  said  defendant  Cramer  since  the  tiling  of  the  original 
hiH  in  this  cause,  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1910,  and  if  so,  when. 

t.  That  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  may  be  enjoined,  pend¬ 
ing  this  suit  and  perpetually,  from  conveying,  transferring,  incum¬ 
bering  or  otherwise  disposing  of  any  notes  or  other  property  of  any 
kind  acquired  by  her  with  the  proceeds  of  money  or  other  property 
acquired  by  her  from  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  she  may  be 
required,  pending  this  suit,  to  pay  over  and  deliver  such  notes  or 
other  property  to  a  receiver  or  receivers  appointed  by  this  Court. 

8.  That  he  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  the  case  may 
require  and  to  the  Court  may  seem  right  and  proper. 


FENTON  J.  HURD, 

Bv  LEE  M.  HURD, 

A  8  Conservator  of  His  Person  &  Estate 

and  as  His  Next  Friend. 
H.  GORDON  PIERCE. 

Attorney. 

RICHARD  A.  FORD, 

WALLACE  D.  McLEAN, 

H.  GORDON  PIERCE, 

Attorneys  for  PVfs. 


75  Deposition*  for  Plaintiff. 

Filed  Februarv  28,  1911. 

« 

******* 

Fenton  J.  IIurd,  who,  being  produced  as  a  witness  of  lawful  age 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  savs:  • 

Direct  examination. 

f 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Will  you  state  your  full  name?  A.  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

Q.  What  is  your  age?  A.  I  shall  be  90  years  old  the  10th  of 
next  June. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  Yes 
sir.  ’ 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  As  much  as  12  vears  I 
should  think. 

Q.  During  any  portion  of  that  period  were  you  an  inmate  of  her 
home?  A.  Aes. 

Q.  During  what  period?  A.  All  the  time  until  she  commenced 
poisoning  me. 
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Q.  And  when  was  that?  A.  That  was  about  a  year  ago  or  six 

T  w  *  u’  1  ,g\less—It.1"'?s  "  hcn  ,lle  telegram  was  sent  toSI.ee  that 
I  would  not  live  until  they  got  there.  I  guess  it— I  eannot  remem- 

1  *r  V,0"  ,0,1R  aK°'  N  a.y,ie  "  ls  81  x  """'tils  ago,  but  I  cannot  remem¬ 
ber  how  long,  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  while  an  inmate  of  her  home,  pav  board,  and 

boa^d  '  Eifih‘  d°"i,rs  wepk  1  !»«  '  her  for  mv 

Q.  During  that  whole  period?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  a  spiritualist.  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes.  sir.  I  am 

ere  How  lon£  have  .v°m  })een  so?  A.  Well,  if  vou  will 

75a  allow  me  to  explain,  I  will  tell  vou  whv.  When  T  was  at 

Mrs.  Schafers,  Miss  Blanche  Schafer,  Mrs.  Schafer’s  daugh¬ 
ter,  was  a  spiritualist  medium,  a  first  class  medium,  and  I  had  two 
mortgages  up  in  Minnesota  that  T  expected  1  would  have  to  take 
up,  and  then  T  would  have  too  much  money,  when  I  went  up  the 
next  Fall,  and  Mrs.  TTurd,  through  Blanche  Schafer  said  “You 
won  t  have  to,  they  will  pay  it  all  up,”  and  when  I  got  up  there  I 
found  it  just  a*  thev  said,  they  did  pay  me  all.  and  the  other  thin" 
why  I  had  confidence  in  it.— T  was  engaged  to  Margaret  Smith  to  be 
married,  and  had  bought  a  house  and  fitted  it  up  to  live  in  and  Mrs. 
TTurd  wrote  to  me  through  Blanche  “You  won’t  he  happy  with 
her,  for  such  and  such  a  man.  giving  his  street  and  number,  is  run¬ 
ning  with  her.  so  next  day  T  went  down  that  street  and  T  went  to 
the  house  and  street  and  the  number  of  the  house,  and  found  a 
Doctor. — she  said  Doctor  so  and  so.  T  forget  his  name,  and  the  next 
time  T  went  to  see  Margaret  Smith,  T  told  her  what  Marv  had  writ¬ 
ten  me.  She  said  there  was  no  truth  in  it :  that  she  didn’t  know  any 
such  man.  T  went  to  see  her  again,  and  while  we  were  visiting, 
someone  rung  the  hell,  and  she  went  to  the  door  and  this  man  came 
in,  and  it  was  this  Doctor  that  Mrs.  ITurd  told  me  was  running  with 
her;  he  came  in  and  she  introduced  me  to  him,  and  as  T  said  before. 

T  told  her  what  Mrs.  Hurd  said  to  me,  and  she  said  it  was  not  so, 
hut  when  he  came  in  and  she  introduced  him  to  me,  she  saw  that 
T  knew,  and  T  got  up  and  said  T  had  enough  of  her  and  T  never  had 
anything  more  to  do  with  her. 

Q.  Did  any  other  person  ever  profess  to  he  a  medium  of  com¬ 
munication  between  you  and  Mrs.  ITurd?  A.  No,  T  think  not 
Q.  What  was  the  name  of  your  deceased  wife?  A.  Mary. 

Q.  And  did  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  ever  profess  to  he 
a  medium? 


Objected  to  hv  counsel  for  Mrs.  Cramer. 

76  A.  Of  course,  she  professed  to  he. 

Q.  State  just  anything  that  you  can  tell  us  tending  to 
show  that  Mrs.  Cramer  professed  to  exercise  medium  powers?  A. 
She  wrote  a  good  many  letters  to  me,  and  always  said — signed  them 
just  the  same  as  she  did  through  Blanche  Schafer.  For  Blanche 
Schafer  she  signed  her  name  “Man'.” 

Q,  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  you,  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  vou  a 
number  of  letters,  ten? 
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Objected  to  by  counsel  for  Mrs.  Cramer  as  repetition. 


A.  Oh,  50  or  100. 

Q.  And  liow  were  these  letters  signed?  A.  “Marv”,  just  the 
same  as  she  signed  them  with  Blanche  Schafer. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  those  letters  purported  to  come  from 
youi  deceased  wife?  A.  Aes,  she  said  they  came  from  mv  wife. 

Q.  What  has  become  of  those  letters?  A.  Oh,  I  tore  them  up  as 
fast  as  I  got  them ;  I  didn’t  keep  them. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  subject  to  which  those  letters  related? 
A.  She  always  told  me, — she  said  to  be  good  to  Laurie  and  give  her 
what  money  she  needs;  I  think  in  every  letter  she  alwavs  spoke  of 
my  being  good  to  Laurie  and  giving  her  what  monev  she  needed. 

Q.  Who  was  “Laurie”?  A.  Laurie  Cramer. 

Q.  The  defendant?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

0-  Did  you  do  what  these  letters  suggested?  A.  It  looks  a  little 
as  though  I  did. 

Q.  Be  a  little  more  definite,  state  whether  or  not  you  gave  her 
money?  A.  1  gave  her  monev  frequently. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  you  gave?  A.  I  think 
'  i  1  gave  her  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  $27,000  about 
$27,000,  I  think  it  was. 


Q.  How  were  these  gifts  made?  A.  That  I  gave  her? 

Q.  Yes,  where  did  you  get  the  money?  A.  Different  amounts,  I 
could  not  tell  in  what  amounts  they  were. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  the  money  that  you  gave  her?  A.  I  had 
my  money— it  was  deposited  in  the  bank  in  St.  Charles,  Minnesota 
there  is  where  my  funds  were  in  mortgages  on  farms  in  Minnesota’ 
and  whenever  they  paid  me  any  interest,— any  amount  of  monev  it 
was  always  deposited  to  my  account  in  the  bank  there,  and  my  agent 
would  write  me  that  there  was  so  much  money  put  in  the  bank  for 

noa 


me. 


Q.  W  here  were  these  letters  that  you  say  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  to 
you  written?  A.  In  her  house — I  think  she  used  to  generally 
write  them  in  the  evenings  at  her  home.  J 

Q.  Was  there  any  person  except  you  and  Mrs.  Cramer  there? 
A.  .No,  I  don  t  think  there  ever  was. 

Q.  Can  you  describe  just  what  occurred  when  she  wrote  vou 
these  letters?  A.  No,  I  cannot,  she  would  write  letters. 

Q-  What  was  her  condition  or  position,  apparently?  A.  Just 
natural,  I  think.  She  used  to  say  that  something  grabbed  her 
wrist  and  made  it  known  when  she  wrote,— she  would  write  right 
along  with  her  pencil  handy. 

Q.  Did  she  or  not  appear  to  go  off  into  a  trance?  A.  No  I  don’t 
think  she  did.  ’ 

.  Q*  j'OU  or  not,  Mr.  Hurd,  accept  these  communica¬ 
tions  as  coming  from  your  wife?  A.  I  was  sure  that  they 
were;  I  thought  they  came  from  my  wife;  I  had  been  having  them 
from  Blanche  Schafer.  They  came  the  same  way  and  she  signed 
her  name  the  same  way,  signed  it  “Mary”,  just  the  same  as  when 
Blanche  wrote  them  to  me. 

Q.  Did  the  communications  that  came  from  “Mary”  to  you 
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through  Blanche  Schafer  have  any  reference  to  money?  A  Never _ 

Never  spoke  of  money. 

iDld  °r  did  not  Mr!*  Crani€r  represent  to  you  that  these  letters 
mat  sne  gave  you  came  from  your  deceased  wife? 

Objected  to  bv  Mrs.  Cramer’s  counsel  as  leading. 

A.  She  did,  she  always  represented  them  a*  coming  from  her. 
Q.  Mould  you,  Mr.  Hurd,  have  given  Mrs.  Cramer  these  large 
sums  of  money  but  for  the  fact  that  these  letters  were  given  to  you 
by  her,  purj>orting  to  come  from  your  wife?  ** 

Objected  to  as  leading,  and  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness,  and  not  for  any  fact. 

A.  No,  I  don’t  think  I  should. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Cramer  was  a  person  in  whom  you 
had  much  or  little  confidence?  ^ 

Objected  to  as  leading. 

in  he/  ^  *  g°<>(1  ^  °*  C0Ilfi(ience — 1  liacl  explicit  confidence 

Q.  Did  any  other  person  than  Blanche  Schafer  and  Mrs  Cramer 
ever  write  you  these  letter?  A.  No.  sir,  I  think  not. 

A-A  u  lrenex  8ch!!fer  ever  write  a»y?  A.  Yes,  her  mother 
_  did  her  mother  afterwards  wrote  letters  to  me.  1  had  let- 

<9  ters  from  her  mother,  she  was  a  medium  and  so  was  Blanche 
and  Blanche  was  a  good  deal  the  best  medium 
Q.  It  appears,  Mr.  Iiurd,  from  the  account  of  Mrs.  Cramer  with 
the  \\  ashmgton  Loan  Ac  rl  rust  Company,  a  copy  of  which  is  filed 
in  this  case  as  an  exhibit  to  the  answer  of  the  Washington  Loan 
\i  Company ,  that  moneys  amounting  to  $3(5.000  went  into 

Mrs.  Cramers  account  from  you?  A.  1  think  that  is  a  mistake* 

1  never  gave  her  as  much  money  as  that;  I  don’t  think  1  ever  did! 

Q.  Do  \ou  recall  the  drafts  that  you  received  from  the  Citizens 
Kate  Bank  in  St.  Charles,  Minnesota?  A.  No,  I  could  not  remem- 

Q.  I  hand  you  a  paper  dated  May  23,  1908,  'or  $(5,000  and  mb 
you  to  look  at  it  and  state  whether  or  not  that  is  your  signature? 

Witness  is  handed  papers  and  examines  same. 

A.  If  it  am  t  mine,  it  is  someone  that  could  write  exactly  like  it, 

Q.  Look  underneath  and  state  whether  that  is  Mrs  Cramer’s 
signature?  A  I  can’t  say  whether  I  could  recognize  that  as  being 
hers  I  don  t  know  that  I  could;  I  could  not  say  that  I  could*  it 
might  be  hers,  but  T  don't  remember. 

<a”aAugini2,U1910niil  re6*1  f°r  l<lentiKcation  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit 

Q.  I  show  you  a  paper  dated  May  5,  1909,  for  $10,000  and  a*k 
you  i  you  recognize  your  signature  on  that  paper?  (Hands  papers 
to  witness)  A.  I  wasn  t  in  the  habit  of  signing  “Fenton  J.  Hurd” 

80  Hurd'  <heeks;  1  always  s’Mn  F-  J-  Hurd;  that  is  Fenton  J. 
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.../T1'  m,  3Utni?,"  fr  nTlarked  f,,r  identification,  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit 
“  >  -^-^g.  lyiu,  H.  L.  C. 

V  llir  ^Ilature  -  (lowing  witness  draft  of  Septem- 

})er1  for  $^,000).  ( Witness  examines  draft)  A  That 

looks  like  mine. 

Draft  m  question  ^marked  for  Identification,  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit 
o  ,  Aug.  iz,  iyiu,  H.  L.  C. 

Q.  Look  at  this  paper,  dated  December  19,  190(1,  for  .$4,000  and 

l"**  J„f,  4  TKy?Ur  taguaU,re  ">  that  paper?  (Witness  examines 

paper)  A.  I  hat  is  correct. 

Marked  for  Identification,  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit  “4”.  Aug.  12,  1910. 

it.  L.  0. 

A.  I  show  you  a  draft  dated  April  IS,  190(1,  for  $0,000,  and  ask 
von  whether  that  is  your  signature  to  that  paper?  (Witness  exam¬ 
ines  paper).  A.  That  looks  like  my  writing.  ' 

-Marked  for  Identification,  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit  “5”,  Aug.  12  1910 

n. .  L.  v. 

Mr  Birxey:  Counsel  for  Mrs.  Cramer  wishes  it  noted  on  the 
record  hat  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd  has  up  to  this  time  been  standing 
paitly  between  counsel  and  the  witness  and  partly  between  Mr? 
Cramer  and  the  witness  and  on  requesting  him  to  be  seated  Dr 
Hurd  refuses  to  change  his  position.  ’ 

,i  MJ‘/°jD:.TTle  st«nog™plier  will  please  note  on  the  record  that 
the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer  is  present  in  the  room,  and  is  en- 

over  Uie  wltnei!"6  ,,nknm™  t0  cm,nsel  ">  exercise  influence 

Q-  And  this  draft  dated  April  14,  1905,  for  $5,000  is  that  vour 
signature  to  that  draft?  (Hands  draft  to  witness)  A.  That  is  mine. 

II  ^l^C^  y°r  Identification,  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit  “6”,  Aug.  12,  1910 

81  ,An<l  1?ok,  at  l,ie  signature  on  the  back  of  that  draft 

and  state  whether  or  not  you  can  recognize  it9  (Witness 
examines  signature)  A  1  cannot  say  that  I  could  recognize  her 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  it  appears  that  three  of  these  drafts  were  endorsed 
over  by  you  to  the  defendant,  Laura.  R.  Cramer,  .while  with  respect 
to  the  other  three  drafts,  they  were  deposited  to  your  credit  in^lie 
Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  and  on  the  same  dav  the 
anount  was  withdrawn  from  your  account  and  transferred  to  the 
account  of  Mrs.  Cramer.  Can  you  explain  why  that  was  done? 

Mr  Birxey:  Objected  to  on  the  ground,  first  that  it  contains 
a  recital  of  matter  not  of  record  in  the  testimony  of  the  witness  and 
presumably  unknown  to  him;  matter  of  hearsay,  so  far  as  iie  is 
concerned  and  also  assumes  what  has  not  been  proven  that  some 
of  the  drafts  were  endorsed  over  to  Mrs.  Cramer.  ’  80,116 

Q.  I  will  change  the  form  of  the  question;  Mr.  Hurd  it  armours 
that  three  of  these  drafts  bear  what  purports  to  be  the  signature  of 
7 — 2483a 
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Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  it  appears  from  the  answer  of  the  defendant, 
the  W  ashington  Loan  &  I  rust  Company  that  these  drafts  went 
directly  into  the  account  of  the  defendant  Cramer  with  that  com- 
panv.  It  further  appears  that  three  of  the  draft?  *  are  endorsed  only 
hv  you,  and  from  the  answer  of  the  defendant,  The  Washington 
Loan  A  Trust  Company,  it  appears  that  the.se  drafts  were  deposited 
to  your  credit  in  that  company  and  on  the  same  day  of  the  deposit 
the  amount  was  transferred  over  from  your  account  to  the  account 
of  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer;  can  you  explain  whv  that  was 
done? 

Mr.  Birney  :  Objected  to,  as  since  the  answer  of  the  Washington 
Loan  &  Trust  Company  in  this  cause  is  not  involved,  the  matter  is 
not  of  interest. 

N-  A.  1  can,  1  merely  went  there  with  her  and  put  them  in 

there  and  gave  her  a  check  right  on  the  spot  for  it,  and  the 
only  dealing  I  ever  had  in  the  hank  in  my  life. 
i  Q.  Did  you  have  an  account  with  the  Washington  Loan  A:  Trust 
Company?  A.  No,  sir,  no  more  than  that  day  I  went  there  and  de¬ 
posited  this  money  and  then  gave  her  a  check  for  it;  the  only  deal¬ 
ings  I  ever  had  in  the  bank;  I  never  had  an  account  in  the  bank 
before  or  since;  never  had  any  dealings  with  the  hank,  but  went 
there  with  her  and  put  these  drafts  in  there  and  they  gave  me  credit 
for  them,  and  then  I  gave  her  a  check  for  them  and  for  tha  balance, 
and  that  is  the  only  time  I  ever  had  any  dealing  with  the  bank. 

CL  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  suggest  that  that  be  done? 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

% 

A.  I  don't  know  as  she  did;  1  don't  know  hut  what  she  did;  she 

might  have  asked  me  to  go  over  to  the  bank  and  put  the  money  in, _ 

t l"ie  nl\  time  I  ever  went  to  the  bank  with  her  in  mv  life. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  much  it  was  that  you  deposited  at  that 
time?  A.  No,  I  don't,  it  seemed  that  I  deposited  that  $10,000  draft, 
but  I  am  not  certain:  it  seemed  as  though  I  did.  and  then  gave  her 
a  check  for  it. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  get  any  other  moneys  from  vou  than  the 
amounts  of  these  drafts?  A.  No,  I  think  not;  I  might  have  given 
her  money  out  of  my  pocket;  1  cannot  say  as  to  that,  T  might  have 
handed  her  monev. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  her  ever  taking  any  money  from  your  pockets9 

83  Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  She  stole  after  she  gave  me  this  poison  in  my  life,  when  T 
l>eeaine  paralyzed;  I  can  see  her  put  her  hand  into  mv  breast  pocket 
and  take  out  an  envelope  that  T  had  this  $000.  in  of  the  Roach  notes* 
she  took  them  out  of  my  pocket  and  kept  them. 

Q.  Are  they  still  in  her  possession  ?  A.  T  don  t  know  where  they 
are;,  never  have  seen  them  since.  She  wrote  to  me  and  asked  me  if 
I  wished  her  to  send  them  hack  to  me  or  considered  them  a  present 
from  me. 

Counsel  for  complainant  says  that  the  letter  will  be  produced. 
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Furd>  dld  ‘V0U  ever  ,na^e  a  loan  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Windham?  A.  No,  she  made  one  to  him;  I  didn’t  make  a  loan  to 
him. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  she  got  the  monev  to  make  it?  A.  She 
got  it  from  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  it?  A.  $5,000. 

Q.  \\  ho  is  M  i nd ham ?  A.  That  is  her  brother. 

Q.  When  did  she  get  that  money?  A.  I  could  not  tell 

a  r  P°,ymi  .know  whether  that  Windham  loan  has  ever  been  paid9 
A..  T  don it  think  it  has;  if  it  has  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it* 

being  paid;  she  never  told  me  it  was  paid;  I  don’t  think  it  ever  ha* 
been  paid. 

Q.  What  was  the  last  amount  of  money  that  you  gave  her?  A.  I 
cannot  tell,  I  don’t  remember. 

84  P;  ™d  vmi  at  an>T  time  owe  Mrs.  Cramer  anv  monev? 

A.  Owe  her  any  money!  Well,  I  should  sav  not,  unless  T 
owed  her  for  mv  board;  but  I  paid  it  every  month. 

Q.  If  you  were  told  that  Mrs.  Cramer  stated  that  in  March.  1010. 
you  owed  her  $500.  and  gave  her  a  check  for  $350.  on  account  of 
it.  would  you  say  that  that  statement  was  true  or  false? 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  not  calling  for  a  fact  and  so  leading 
as  to  be  misleading. 

A.  I  never  owed  her  anything. 

Q.  Is  it  true,  Mr.  Hurd,  that  you  owed  her  $500.  in  March,  1910? 
A.  I  never  owed  her  a  cent  in  the  world;  only  for  my  board. 

Q.  Do  you  owe  her  anything  now  for  your  board?  A.  No,  sir. 

1  paid  her  every  month,  and  T  never  owed  her  for  anything  else.  I 
never  had  any  money  of  hers  that  1  owed  her  for. 

Q.  Aon  have  stated,  Mr.  Hurd,  that  you  believed  Mrs.  Cramer 
when  she  told  you  that  these  letters  were  written  by  your  wife9 
A.  Yes. 

Q-  Do  you  still  believe  that  they  came  from  your  wife?  A.  I 
don't  think  my  wife  would  have  told  me  any  such  thing;  I  don’t 
think  they  came  from  her — came  from  my  wife,  but  T  don’t  know. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  these  letters  having  been  given  to  you 
by  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  T  think  that  she  wrote  them  and  gave  them  to 
me  and  I  read  them. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Cramer  is  a  believer  in 
spiritualism ?  A.  She  pretended  she  was  a  spiritualist  me- 
85  dium.  That  is  all  T  know  about  it;  she  said  she  was  and  her 
appearance  and  everything  acted  just  like  Blanche  Schafer. 
Q.  When  did  she  so  act?  A.  When  she  was  writing  them  she 
acted  just  the  same. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  whether  or  not.  there  was  anv  duplicate  bank 
book^  issued  to  you  by  the,  Washington  Loan  &  ’Trust  Company? 
A.  No,  I  don’t  recollect  that  there  ever  was. 

Q.  T  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  on  or  about  March  10.  1910 
there  was  sent  you  by  the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Companv  to 
your  knowledge,  by  mail,  a  bank  book  with  that  Company?  A.  T 
don’t  think  T  ever  received  any  such  thing;  T  have  no  recollection 
of  their  ever  sending  me  a  bank  book ;  T  rather  think  they  gave  me  a 
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little  bank  book  with  the  statement  of  the  .$10,000  of  what  I  put  in, 
and  then  took  it  out,  and  that  I  had  handed  me  on  the  spot  there; 
that  is  all  I  had  from  them. 

Q.  It  appears  lrom  Mrs.  Cramers  answer  to  the  original  bill  in 
this  ease,  that  in  September,  11)0, S.  she  received  $5,000  from  vou? 
A.  I  presume  she  did. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whethet  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  said  anything  to  vou 
about  buying  a  house  for  her  daughter  in  Brooklyn?'  A.  She  said 
she  was  going  to  buy  a  house  for  her  daughter  and  she  wanted  I 
should  settle  $10,000  on  it  and  she  would  give  me  a  mortgage,  and 

I  gave  her  the  money,  the  draft  came  back.  $10,000.  but  I  never  got 
any  mortgage  on  the  house. 

Q.  At  the  time  she  received  this  draft  from  you  in  September. 
1908,  did  she  say  anything  to  you  then  about  the  fact  that 
86  she  was  buying  a  house  for  her  daughter?  O.  When  she  got 
the  $5,000?  * 

Q*  ^ A.  No,  1  don  t  think  she  did;  she  might  have,  she  was 
often  talking  about  buying  a  house  for  her  daughter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  daughter’s  name?  A.  Jessie. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  last  name?  A.  Jones— no,  it  is _ Jessie 

Johnston. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  in  the  latter  part  of  1908  Jessie 
Johnston  did  purchase  a  house  in  Brooklyn?  A.  T  do  not  know. 
She  bought  a  house  in  Brooklyn  somewhere  or  other;  T  could  not 
tell  what  date;  she  bought  a  house  and  owned  a  house  there  and  lived 
there. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  her  while  she  was  living  there?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  tell  you  anything  about  her  furnishing  fund* 
for  that  purpose?  A.  No.  T  don’t  think  she  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  keep  your  papers  at  the  Cramer  house9  A  T 
had  a  desk  there. 

Q  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  have  access  to  it?  A.  Yes.  we  both  used  it. 
the  key  was  in  the  drawer  always.  It  was  a  joint  company. 

Q  ^>°  you  know  whether  or  not  she  took  possession  ’of  anv  of 

your  papers?  A.  1  don’t  know  that  she  ever  did,  T  don’t  know*  but 
she  did. 

Q  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  talk  to  you  about  the  members  of  vour 
family  and  their  relations  with  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q-  M  hat.  if  anything,  did  she  say  as  to  the  wav  thev  re- 
i  gaided  you?  A.  She  wanted  to  prejudice  me  against  them _ 

she  said  all  they  wanted  of  me  was  to  have  me  die  and  thev 
could  get  my  money. 

Q  ™  u>ake  that  ren.ark  more  than  once?  A.  Perhaps  she 
uu  .  ^.fhuuld  think  she  did ;  T  think  she  did  make  it  more  than  once 
W  Did  she  or  not  talk  in  that  way  frequently? 

Mr.  Btrxey  :  Objected  to  as  very  leading  and  offensive. 

T11<lo,1’t  b*nmv  as  she  did;  she  might  have  spoken  of  it  oc¬ 
casionally  ,  T  don  t  think  it  was  common  conversation. 

Q.  Were  these  statements  made  at  or  about  the  time  when  she  wa« 
presenting  you  with  these  letters  from  vour  wife? 
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Mr.  Birney:  Counsel  for  defendant  objects  as  being  manifestly 
improper  course  of  interrogation. 

A.  I  don’t  know  at  that  time  more  than  any  other. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henry  L. 
Bryan?  A.  That  is  her  chief  in  the  office;  no,  he  is  connected  with 
the  State  Department;  no,  sir,  I  don’t  know  him;  I  don’t  know  as 
I  know  any  Bryan ;  I  might  have  seen  him ;  there  was  a  gentleman 
came  there,  and  I  would  be  introduced  to  him,  but  I  wouldn’t  re¬ 
member  the  party. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  Mr.  McNear?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  he?  A.  He  was  her  chief  in  the  State  Department. 
Q.  W  as  he  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  TIe#  came 
there  two  or  three  times  that  1  rememl>er  of. 

^  Q.  Did  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lashear?  A. 

88  Yes,  very  well. 

Q.  Did  he  frequently  visit  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  He  boarded 
right  with  her  the  same  as  I  was  boarding  with  her.  He  was  a  nice 
man  too. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  was  there  any  consideration  given  you  by  Mrs. 

Cramer  for  the  transfer  of  these  large  sums  of  monev  to  you?  A. 

Anv  what? 

«/ 

Q.  Any  consideration?  A.  No,  sir,  T  never  received  any;  I  never 
expected  any. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  at  any  time  urge  you  to  make  payments  of 
monev  to  Dr.  Lee  Hurd? 

Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  to  any  other  of  the  memi>ers  of  the  Hurd  family?  A.  No, 
sir.  T  don't  think  she  ever  did. 

Q.  You  had  been  in  the  habit  I  suppose,  Mr.  Hurd,  of  making  a 

contribution  to  Dr.  Hurd  for  a  number  of  years,  had  you  not?  A. 

Yes,  I  gave  him  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  the  first  day  of  January 

for  16  vears. 

*/ 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  urge  you  to  make  those  payments9 
A.  No.  sir.  nobody  ever  did;  she  never  said  anything  to  me  about 
it;  I  don’t  know  that  she  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  it;  T  gave 
him  that  to  put  him  through  college  and  then  gave  him  this  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  a  year  for  lfi  years,  and  T  guess  I  have  made  a  pretty 
good  man  out  of  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  what  is  your  condition  of  health, — what  has  it  been 
recently?  A.  Well,  I  might  claim  that  about  four  months  ago  I 
was  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  and  she  gave  me  some  medicine,  and  T 

89  was  paralyzed  so  that  T  could  not  bend  my  limbs  one  par¬ 
ticle;  I  was  perfectly  paralyzed;  that  is  about  four  months 

ago  I  should  think. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  condition  during  the  last  week  or  ten 
days?  A.  Well,  last  week,  only  a  week  ago,  T  ate  some  watermelon 
and  I  vomited  up  everything  I  had  in  me  and  T  have  been  trying 
to  get  over  it  ever  since;  T  have  been  sort  of  bed-ridden  ever 
since. 
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90  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

nJ^9  'iUrl  {!i°m  l0,,lg.  Ilas  11  ,been  !‘i,lce  .vou  retired  from  busi- 
ne^-  I  should  think  it  was  about  40  years. 

W.  Where  were  you  engaged  in  business?  A.  I  was  engaged  in 

business  m  \  ermont,  farming  until  I  was  married,  and  then  I  was 

own^TheSB- ,n  Port  Herr>-  i?‘  ,he  iron  Business ;  my  father-in-law 
o«ned  the  iron  mines  there  in  Port  Henry,  Millville,  and  I  had  a 

< on t raet  with  them  to  dig  the  ore  and  I  was  there  four,  five  or  six 

years.  ’ 

_  •/ 

*  ^°.m  t,lerc  y°u  went  where?  A.  From  there  I 

went  to  Washington. 

Q.  From  Port  Henry  to  Washington?  A.  Yes.  I  think  I  did 

(4.  \\  ere  you  ever  in  business  in  Minnesota?  A.  Mv  funds  were 
all  in  Minnesota. 

Q.  Did  you  create  those  funds  yourself,  by  your  own  exertion? 
n  i?n  ,  of  “nybody  that  ever  gave  me  anything. 
ini.  Everything  that  you  had  vou  earned  yourself9  \  I  did 
sir,  from  my  hard  work.  ‘ 

Q.  And  did  you  do  that  in  Minnesota  or  here  in  New  York’ 
A.  I  made  it  mostly  in  New  York.  I  invested  it  in  Minnesota-  a« 

fannT  1  anythlng  1  ,nves,ed  '<  'n  Minnesota  in  mortgages’ on 

Q.  And  did  you  ever  live  in  Minnesota?  A.  Well,  I  used  to  go 
there  e\ery  fall  and  stay  two  or  three  months;  that  was  to  collect 
my  interest  money,  and  then  Mrs.  Hurd  and  I  generally  went 
then  and  stayed  South  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  Spring  we 
would  come  back  to  Saratoga;  we  lived  in  Saratoga  all  the  vear 
round.  I  would  go  to  Minnesota  in  the  fall  about  two  months  and 
get  money  enough  to  pav  the  expenses  South  and  stay  there  through 
the  cold  weather  and  then  I  would  come  back  to  Saratoga  in  the 
•Spring;  that  was  my  route. 

Q.  Where  did  you  call  your  home?  A.  I  might  say  I  called 
home  in  Saratoga,  I  lived  there  25  years;  I  guess  I  called  that  mv 
home  while  I  was  there. 

Q'  An<1  U?  "hat  tin,e  "as  *hat  your  home?  A.  My  wife  died 
in  1891,  and  then  I  left  and  went  to  Washington  and  made  that 
my  home  until  recently. 

92  Q.  Fid  you  ever  live  in  Greenwich? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  and  to  all  this  line  of  inquin-  as  not  re- 
sponsive  to  anything  asked  on  the  examination  in  chief. 

A.  I  lived  with  my  grandson  here  (pointing  to  Mr.  Lee  M.  Hurd 
complainant)  two  or  three  months.  ’ 

,  Q-  W*T?  A-  I  tame  from  there  here  two  or  three  weeks  ago 
lately,  it  was  until  I  came  here:  i  have  been  here  tw-o  or  three 
weeks  I  guess. 

,,  Q-  AVhen  did  you  leave  Washington,  on  what  date?  A.  In 
March  or  April,  I  think  it  was. 
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t  be^ore  tliat  llad  you  ever  lived  in  Greenwich?  A  No 

1  think  not.  * 

Q.  And  can  you  now  recall  when  you  left  Greenwich  to  come 
Here.  A.  I  have  been  here  about, — not  more  than  two  or  three 
weeks;  1  do  not  know  exactly  how  long  I  have  been  here.  It  is 
onH  a  snort  tune  since  I  came  here  anvway. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  time  in  the  year  did  you  spend  in  Wash¬ 
ington  up  to  last  March  or  April?  A.  Oh,  I  used  to  spend  most  of 
mj  time  there;  I  liked  Washington  very  well,  the  climate  agreed 
with  me  and  1  lived  there  most  of  the  time. 

i  Hurd,  how  long  have  you  been  a  spiritualist?  A  I 

should  think  as  much  as  17  or  18  vears,  I  should  think 

Q.  Jsot  longer  than  that?  A.  I  don’t  think  so,  I  was  a  spiritual¬ 
ist  when  I  boarded  with  Mrs.  Schafer,  and  that  was  in— l  went  to 
board  there  in  1891,  in  the  Fall  of  1891,  I  went  there.  I 
boarded  with  Mrs.  Schafer,  and  her  daughter  was  a  first  class 
medium  and  she  used  to  write  to  me  then.  Mrs.  Hurd  used 
to  write  through  her  to  me. 

Q.  Was  Mrs.  Hurd,  your  wife,  a  spiritualist?  A.  Well,  I  could 
not.  say,  I  don  t  hardly  think  she  was. 

Q.  Weren’t  you  attracted  to  the  spiritualist  doctrine  a  long  time 
ago,  when  you  were  a  much  younger  man?  A.  No,  I  don’t  think 
1  was;!  think  I  became  a  spiritualist  while  I  was  at  Mrs.  Schafer’s 
I  think  that  was  about  the  first  of  my  knowledge  of  spiritualism, 
if  I  recollect  right. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure  of  that?  A.  No,  I  would  not  sav  posi- 
tively.  J  * 

Q.  Didn’t  you  and  your  wife  attend  the  sittings  of  mediums  to¬ 
gether!’  A  No,  I  don  t  think  we  did.  I  don’t  think  that  she  and 

I  e\ei  attended  any.  1  don’t  think  I  had  become  a  spiritualist  when 
she  was  alive. 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  sure  of  that?  A.  I 
might  have  known  something  about  spiritualism  before  my  wife 
died,  but  I  cannot  replace  it  exactly,  if  it  was. 

Q.  Before  your  wife  died  you  were  making  Washington  your 
residence  a  part  of  the  year,  as  1  understand?  A.  A  part  of  the 
year,  we  lived  in  Saratoga  Springs  25  years,  she  died  there,  and  we 
used  to  go  even-  fall  up  to  Minnesota  and  until  I  collected  my  in¬ 
terest,  and  then  we  went  south  to  Florida  and  stayed  there  through 
the  cold  weather,  and  then  in  the  Spring  we  came  back  to  St  Charles 
and  came  around  that  way  until  she  died. 

Q.  Did  you  live  with  your  wife  in  Washington  during  her  life 
time?  A.  No,  I  did  not. 

94  Q.  Who  has  been  your  agent  in  Minnesota?  A  Walter 

Ross,  he  lives  at  St.  Charles. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  your  agent?  A.  Ever  since  I  began 
to  go  there,  he  has  been  my  agent  a  good  many  years,  I  could  not 
tell  exactly  how  long  he  has  been  my  agent,— for  a  good  many 
years.  J 

Q.  Do  you  still  correspond  with  him?  A.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  I  don’t 
so  much,  my  grandson  now  is  taking  charge  of  my  affairs  and  he 
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CTdn£  him  take  charge^of  It.*'  *"“*“"*  ^  ^  t0 

so  d-n'okh  <hd  y0U  d°  lha,?  A-  1  did  it— 1  did  >‘  because  I  was 

Q.  \ou  have  not  forgotten  how  to  write?  A.  No  «ir  I  can 
write  just  as  well  as  1  ever  could.  ’  ’ 

.  9j,Y°?  "ndef,‘and  .Vour  business  affairs  as  well  as  you  ever 
( ould  .  A.  Hut  I  don  t  want  to  bother  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  you  had  been  declared  incapable  of  taking 
care  of  your  business  affairs?  A.  1  was  declared  so  because  after 
I  received  that  treatment  in  Washington  from  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  be- 
(aine  so  that  I  didn  t  know  what  T  was  doing. 

On?v  tAvo' ,£7  a*  dle  'n  Washington,  weren’t  you?  A. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  go  from  the  hospital?  A.  I  came  to  his 
house  (motioning  toward  Mr.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  complainant). 

W-  t  hat  ip  the  house  of  your  grandson?  A  Yes 

Q.  In  Greenwich,  Connecticut?  A.  Yes.  You  see  he 
no  and  my  son  came  dome  there  and  took  me  to  a  hospital  and 

house  "nS  '  'er<?  tW°  ‘  avs  and  **’en  “'ey  brought  me  up  to  his 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  treated  you  at  the  hospital?  A  T  don’t 
know,  I  was  well  treated.  ' 

,i  Why.did!"  -vou  R°  back  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  after  vou  went  to 
the  hospital?  A.  I  had  all  I  wanted  of  her. 

Q  Did  anybody  tell  you  anything  against  her.  Mr.  Hurd’  A 

.O'  J  don  ‘  kll0w  ‘bat  they  did.  I  was  satisfied  that  I  had  been  tab- 
ing  poison. 

Q.  Mho  told  you  that?  A.  Well,  T  became  paralyzed  and  when 
he  came  over  they  told  me  what  they  had  been  giving  „ie  and  I 
guess  Doctor  here  lie  gave  me  something  to  counteract  the  effects 
of  it  ,  the  Doctor  said  she  had  been  giving  me  one  grain  of  arsenic 

Q.  Who  told  you  that?  A.  The  Doctor  told  my  grandson  that. 
IJ.  that  "ho  had  given  you  one  gram  of  arsenic?  A.  That 
he  had  prescribed  for  Mrs  Cramer  to  give  to  me.  And  mv  grand- 
son  said  that  1/00  was  a  dose,  so  that  I  had  been  taking  60  doses 

*  %,  D,d/0,!r  P'nflson  tell  you  that  she  had  teen  poisoning  vou’ 

A.  No,  I  don  t  know  that  he  did, -  y 

»QmIm^°RD  k?l>jeftm  i'°  °'\  ‘be, ground  that  the  witness  has  not 
.aid  that  an\bod\  told  him  that,  hut  described  his  symptoms. 

Answer  continued:  I  don’t  know  that  I  had  the  svmptoms,  onlv 

"hat  she  told  me,  that  they  had  teen  giving  me;  they  said  that  it 
was  pretty  poison. 

96  Q.  Who  was  it  that  said  that?  A.  I  don’t  know  whether 

,  t  Cramer  or  the  Doctor,  1  don’t  know  who  told  me 

what  they  had  been  giving  me. 

T  ?'  ,A?d  then  di(*nt  lle  tej]  y°u  that  you  had  been  poisoned?  \ 

I  don  t  know  but  what  he  did.  and  I  don’t  know  as  he  did. 
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Q-  ^  y^BT  before  that  you  had  had  an  attack  of  illness,  haTid’t 
you?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  spring  of  1909?  A.  No,  sir,  that  was  my  first  sick- 
ness. 

Q.  Don’t  you  recollec  t  in  the  spring  of  1909  you  had  an  attack  of 
illness?  A.  No,  I  don’t  recollect  that  I  did;  no,  I  don’t  think  I 
did. 

Q.  \ou  were  living  then  at  Mrs.  Cramer's  apartments  in  the 
De  Soto,  weren’t  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  don’t  recollect  now  that  you  had  an  attack  of  Illness 
a  year  before?  A.  No,  I  don’t  remember  of  any. 

Q.  Had  you  any  attack  of  illness  in  the  two  years  before  you  left 
Washington  finally?  A.  No,  I  don’t  think  so,  T  was  never  sick  in 
my  life  at  all  until  this  transaction  there. 

Q.  Where  was  Mrs.  Cramer  when  you  went  to  the  hospital?  A. 
She  was  in  the  apartment. 

Q.  She  had  sent  for  your  son  and  your  grandson,  had  she  not? 
A.  She  telegraphed  them  that  1  would  not  be  alive  when  they  got 
there. 

Q.  Your  attack  was  quite  a  violent  one,  was  it  not?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  always  quite  an  active  man,  weren’t  you, 
97  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  1  had  been  active  enough  to  get  around  in 
the  world. 

Q.  A  ou  walked  a  good  deal?  .V.  1  calculated  to  walk  three  or 
four  miles  a  day. 

Q.  Had  it  ever  been  suggested  to  you  that  that  might  be  dan¬ 
gerous  for  a  man  of  your  age?  A.  No,  sir,  only  be  careful  and 
walk  slow;  I  was  troubled  with  heart  disease  and  didn’t  want  to 
take  any  extra  exercise,  and  I  used  to  walk  slow,  I  used  to  walk 
from  her  place  down  to  the  ball  drop  to  see  if  my  watch*  was  going 
all  right,  which  made  it  about  3  miles. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  at  Mrs.  Schafer’s  house?  A.  Mrs. 
Hurd  and  I  boarded  there  before  she  died,  and  after  she  died  I  went 
back  there. 

Q.  How  long  before  Mrs.  Hurd  died  did  you  board  there?  A. 

I  could  not  tell;  I  don’t  know  exactly  when  we  did  board  there.  I 
should  think  it  was  a  year  or  two  before  that,  but  I  would  not  say 
certainly,  I  don’t  remember;  I  know  we  used  to  board  there. 

Q.  I)o  you  recollect  in  what  year  you  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Well,  I  should  think  it  was  1892. 

Q.  What  have  you  to  fix  the  date?  A.  What  have  I?  Well, 
because  my  wife  died  in  1891,  and  then  after  my  wife  died  I  went 
right  to  Mrs.  Schafer’s  to  board,  and  she  had  no  room  for  me  but 
boarded  me,  and  I  had  a  room  right  across  the  street  to  Mrs.  Cra¬ 
mer’s,  so  I  roomed  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  and  boarded  with  Mrs.  Schafer. 

Q.  Where  did  you  spend  most  of  your  time;  you  were  not  en¬ 
gaged  in  any  business,  where  did  you  spend  most  of  your  time  in 
Washington?  A.  Yes,  I  spent  it  there,  at  Mrs.  Schafer’s. 

Q.  At  Mrs.  Schafer’s  or  Mrs.  Cramer’s?  A.  At  Mrs. 
98  Schafer’s,  and  nights  I  went  over  to  my  lodging  house. 

Q.  Where  was  Mrs.  Cramer  living  when  you  first  knew 

8— 2483a 
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rf?  ,  f .  She  ,[ved  right  across  the  street  from  Mrs.  Schafer,  Rhode 
Island  Avenue,  between  14th  and  loth  Streets,  I  think  it  was  I  won’t 
say  positive,  but  I  think  it  was.  ’  1  won  1 

Q.  When  did  you  become  and  inmate  of  Mrs.  Cramer’s  house 
ea  ami  live  there?  A.  That  was  the  time  when  I  went  to  C 
.  di.ifei  >  and  boarded  and  she  got  a  room  across  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
right  across  the  street,  almost  in  front  of  her  house.  ’ 

Q  And  where  did  you  spend  your  evenings  then,  Mr.  Hurd? 
A.  I  used  to  spend  them  with  Mrs.  Schafer,  1  used  to  plav  carts 
here;  her  daughter  was  married  (lien  and  her  husband  and  I  u£d 

wf  .Vh  V  ere  a,H  luscd  1,1  ,,la‘v  ,i,rds  "ights,  in  the  evening, 
i  A ,  '  la  e'erv  evening.’  A.  T  never  went  out  night*  I  was 
always  there  every  evening.  L  >  1  "as 

olL;'?TvAl;“'.Sri S"  b""1 

I  think  lit).  i  ,  ■  lI11I11\u  "a>  011  14th  Street, 

i  n  nk  Iolo-]4th  Street,  when  I  commenced  boarding  with  her  I 

think  it  was;  maybe  I  boarded  with  her  before  that  8 

J.011  l,ud  a  r‘,,om  i"  ‘lie  house,  and  also  took  your  meals  tliere 
"  ere  tlie''t  °'Tber  ^0arders?  V  James  Leshear. 
oo  .  I{°"  dP  y°u  Ii*’el1  A-  James  leshear,  that  is  all  I 

'ic  1, ,  k i  ever  saw  it  written. 

\  v...  l,  f!'  X  j  Cra,"er  afterward  move  from  that  place  ? 

‘  dle.  aflerward  moved  tliere  m  the  De  Soto  building 

tj.  And  how  long  ago  was  that  removal?  A.  I  don’t  know  I 
don  t  know  how  long  we  lived  on  loth  Street;  we  lived  there  quite 

how  ling'"  La  'ei"'  w  take"  si<k  and  died;  I  could  not  tell  you 
with  her?'  AC,Va!."'  Cn"“er  t0  *1,e  ,)e  a#to  house  you  went 

ami  daughter,  hut  her  daughter.-thev  b<,th  aot  ,'ntrld  ‘  r/'  S°n 

went  there;  both  the  son  and  daughter  We 

A.(No'US  thCTe  iUly  °ther  in,nate  to  ,he  fa'"ily  of  the  household? 

Q.  You  had  your  room  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  took  your  meals  there9  \  Yes  dr 

A.* Yes,' sir.  ^  y°"  left  WashWon  in  April,  1910? 

and  other  rooms" /to!  hou*^  "V'l  S" ^m“>Tthe  “*»*. 
in  the  house;  we  had  a  sitting  rol  ..Tthe  “rfo *° 

*; 'Z 

AYI  fSSftT  **"  *"•  -laughter  ,«  m„. 
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100  #  Q.  You  grew  to  be  quite  fond  of  Mrs.  Cramer,  didn’t  you, 

Mr.  Ilurd?  A.  Well,  I  was  friendly  with  her,  of  course. 

Q.  Only  friendly?  A.  No,  sir,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Hid  you  ever  seek  any  closer  relation  with  her;  did  you  ever 
want  her  to  marry  her?  A.  No,  sir,  I  never  did,  never  thought  of 
such  a  thing;  I  never  thought  of  getting  married;  I  had  got  past 
marrying;  I  was  most  80  years  old. 

Q.  Is  your  recollection  pretty  good,  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No,  sir,  my 
memory  is  bad  enough ;  I  cannot  remember  what  I  had  yesterday  ' 
for  dinner.  J 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  passed  a  few  years  ago?  A.  No,  I 
don’t  think  so. 

Q.  A  ou  can  remember  what  passed  10  or  12  years  ago?  A.  No, 

I  could  not  do  it,  no,  sir,  my  memory  is  the  worst  part  of  me. 

Q.  In  1904,  where  were  you  living?  A.  I  was  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
until  I  went  to  his  house  (Looking  toward  Mr.  Lee  M.  Hurd). 

Q.  Do  you  recall  where  and  in  what  house  vou  were  living  in 
1904?  A.  In  the  De  Soto. 

Q.  That  was  a  new  building  that  was  put  up  about  that  time? 
A.  It  was  an  apartment  house  on  13th  Street  and  Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Q.  It  was  a  new  building  about  that  time?  A.  I  don’t  know 
when  it  was  put  up,  I  don’t  know  how  long  it  had  been  built;  I 
don  t  know  when  it  was  built;  I  knew  it  was  built,  that  is  all  I  re- 
meml>er;  T  don’t  know  as  I  ever  knew  or  asked  when  it  was  built, 
but  I  don’t  recollect  anything  about  it. 

101  Q.  A  ou  became  quite  attached  to  the  members  of  Mrs. 

you  not?  A.  Not  particularly. 

Q.  Arou  were  quite  fond  of  the  daughter?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  afterwards  she  had  a  little  child?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  child’s  name?  A.  Catharine,  that  is  the  name 
it  was  given. 

Q.  Named  for  you?  A.  I  don’t  know  whether  for  me. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  the  name?  A.  No,  sir,  I  never  did. 

Q.  I  ask  you  again,  Mr.  Hurd,  if  vou  did  at  one  time  contem¬ 
plate  marriage  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.‘  No,  sir,  I  never  intended  to 
marry  anyone. 

Q.  I  show  you  now  a  letter  and  ask  you  if  that  is  in  your  hand¬ 
writing?  (Hands  letter  to  witness  who  reads  it  through.)  A 
Yes,  I  should  think  it  was. 

Q.  I  show  you  the  envelope  of  that  letter  and  ask  you  if  that  ad¬ 
dress  is  in  your  handwriting?  (Witness  examines  paper.)  A 
Yes,  I  should  think  it  was. 

Letter  and  envelope  are  marked  for  Identification,  Defendant 
Cramer’s  Exhibit  “A,”  Aug.  12,  1910,  H.  L.  C. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  contemplate  marriage  at  any  time,  Mr. 
Hurd?  A.  I  made  up  my  mind  I  would  never  marry  anybody  I 
was  too  old  to  get  married. 

Q.  Was  that  the  case  when  you  were  courting  Mrs.  Hattie  Smith, 
of  whom  you  spoke?  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  wanted  to  marry  her,  didn’t  you?  A.  Yes,  but  never 
after  that.  1  » 

Q.  So  you  did  contemplate  marriage  with  her?  A.  I  was  cal¬ 
culating  to  be  married,  and  then  I  found  out  that  she  was  running 
with  a  doctor— Mrs.  Hurd  wrote  to  me  through  Blanche  Schafer 
ttiat  she  was  running  with  a  doctor,  and  she  denied  it,  but  when  I 

mo  "?!!'  UP  there  and  this  same  Doctor  came  in  I  told  her  that 

IU-  settled  the  question  between  her  and  me,  and  I  never  had 

r  an  idea  of  marrying  after  that. 

Q,  This  communication  about  her  acquaintance  with  the  Doctor 
came  as  a  spiritualist  communication  from  your  deceased  wife?  A. 

,.,es’  ,  t  !  Ie.  1  )o<. !or  was  Miss  Smith;  that  came  through 

Blanche  Schafer;  \es,  my  wife  told  me  that  I  would  not  lie  happy 
with  her  for  she  said  she  was  running  with  a  certain  Doctor  and  I 
went  there  the  next  day  and  next  week  I  found  it  just  as  she  wrote 
to  me,  and  then  I  told  Miss  Smith  about  it  and  she  denied  it  and 

•?d  7'11  ll'!n7  MO  m  it,  and  then  the  next  time  he  came 

in,  and  she  said  afterwards  she  knew  the  thing  was  couped  un  but 
then  1  told  her  that  settled  the  question  1  P’ 

betwixT 'ia Sl*e  VY'"g-  X  She  ,"“s  livin«  on  '5»>  Sfeet, 
^er©Xt  1  d  {  kn°W  W  lere  U  wa*  exaetly,  betwixt  F  and  G.  along 

Q.  Do  you  recall  in  what  year  that  was?  A.  No,  I  do  not 

wf-  K"'  **)'  y“  ™"  “■  «»"»  S».  I  <""»« 

Q.  Mas  that  before  or  after  you  met  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  think 

it  was— -if  I  can  tell,— I  rather  think  it  was  before  I  met  her  but  I 
won  t  be  pure.  ’ 

tboLt!,il;'OU  RiVi  ?Iiw  S',llitl'  anv  "l0"ey?  .\.  Well,  it  seems  as 

tlioncrh  i  f;  t  Sr  ,er  s°"  U|.’  fron'  tlle  South;  it  seems  as 

f  ,  i  her  a  ''''ie  «t  °ne  time;  it  seems  as  though  I  gave 

her  a  little,  for  she  wanted  some  money  to  send  to  him  to  get  him 
up  here  from  that  country,  they  were  Southerners,  and  I  really  think 
I  ga\e  her  a  httle  money,  but  not  a  hundred  dollars,  mavbe' $30.00 
ot  $40.00.  she  didn  t  have  quite  enough  money  and  1  think 
103  I  gave  her  a  little,  that  is  the  only  time  I  ever  gave  her 

Q  Mr.  Ilurd  look  at  that  letter  and  see  if  that  is  written  and 
signed  bv  ,vou .  (Hands  letter  to  witness  who  reads  it  through.) 
i  think  it  is,  I  don  t  know.  H 

Q.  Is  that  written  by  you  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes.  I  should  *av  it 
was  I  wrote  a  pretty  good  hand  for  an  old  fellow  like  me  ves  I 
think  so,  enough  so  that  I  can  make  it  out.  ’  ’ 

“B’tAeug!‘S12.,lloS,fnr.  j:,Tifi0a,i°"  Defendant  Cramer’s  Exhibit 

Q.  Mr  Hurd,  while  you  were  living  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  home  did 
you  go  out  in  the  evening  with  her?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  lecturer  or  the  theatre?  A  No  «ir  T 
know,— I  might  have  gone  to  the  theatre  with  her;’ I  won’t  sav 
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I  didn’t,  but  I  don't  recollect  of  ever  going  to  the  theatre  with  her, 
hut  it  is  possible  I  did. 

Q.  5  ou  were  not  much  of  a  man  for  going  out  nights?  A.  No, 
sir,  1  never  practiced  going  out  to  the  theatre  at  all. 

Q.  And  Mrs.  Cramer  stayed  at  home  most  of  the  evenings?  A. 
Yes,  she  stayed  at  home  when  we  were  home. 

Q.  Did  her  daughter  also  stay  at  the  apartment  l>efore  she  was 
married?  A.  Yes.  T  guess  so. 

Q.  You  played  cards  there  in  the  evenings,  didn’t  you?  A.  No, 
T  don’t  think  we  did,  Mrs.  Cramer  never  played  cards,  and  I 
104  don  t  hardly  think  that  Jessie  and  I  did,  it  is  possible  we 
might  have,  but  T  don’t  recollect  that  we  did;  I  hardly  think 
lie  did,  but  T  won’t  say  positively.  T  know  Miss  Cavanaugh  played 
cards. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  that  in  1004,  you  got  some  money  from  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  No.  I  never  got  a  dollar  from  her. 

Q.  I  want  to  show  you  a  check  dated  June  23,  1004,  for  $500, 
and  ask  you  if  that  is  your  endorsement  upon  the  back  of  it9 
(Hands  paper  to  witness.)  A.  Yes,  1  should  think  it  was. 

Q.  That  is  a  check  for  $;)00,  isn’t  it?  A.  (Witness  again  looks 

i1^  ^at  is  a  check  for  $500.  paid  to  myself,  that  would 

be  $500  paid  to  myself ;  that  is  mv  check. 

Q-  You  got  that  money,  didn’t  you?  A.  (lot  that  money  out 
of  the  bank  there.  T  should  think  so — by  the  looks  of  that  thing, 
but  1  never  got  a  cent  from  her  in  the  world. 

Check  in  marked  for  Identification  Defendant  Cramer’s  Exhibit 
“C”,  Aug.  12,  1910,  H.  L.  C. 


Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  you  were  in  very  good  health  in  1904  and  1900, 
weren  t  you?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  has  bodily  health  ever  failed  you?  A.  No,  sir,  not  until 
I  got — -she  commenced  poisoning  me. 

Q.  You  have  been  very  well  since  you  recovered?  A.  It  took 
about  three  months  to  get  over  it. 

Q.  Been  pretty  well  since,  walk  around  as  well  as  ever?  A. 

,o-  ,*,<>-  1  <;an\w,alk  ver-v  mwh  =  T  "'«lk  just  a  little  around  the 

lb.)  house,  but  T  don’t  walk  much. 

ion i  'vere  taking  good  care  of  vour  affairs  in 

1004  and  1005,  and  100b,  weren’t  you?  A.  Yes,  I  guess  so 
Q.  Just  as  good  as  ever?  A.  Yes,  1  think  so. 

Vdnes  V  !l  fil<'t  ,thaf  y°u  Crowed  from  Mrs.  Cramer 
$4,000  m  1906.  A.  1  never  borrowed  a  dollar  from  her  in  God’s 

.  Q-  Loouk  «'  ‘hi?  letter  dated  April  2.  1906,  and  sav  if  that  is 
in  your  handwriting,  it  is  addressed  to  "Friend  Ross” 9  t 
etter  to  witness  who  reads  it.)  A.  By  Gosh,  that  is  my  handwrit- 

n  J  w/1  \  rTember  a  thing  about  (Witness'  asks  again 
to  see  the  letter)  Answer  continued:  I  forgot  all  about  it;  that  is 

a  singular  thing  I  don’t  rememlier  of  ever  borrowing  a  cent  of  her 
in  God’s  world;  I  don’t  know  why  I  should  either:  /cannot  see 

1  setter  in  question  is  marked  for  Identification  n^fAn/lont 
Cramer's  Exhibit  No.  D,  Aug.  12,  1910,  H  £  C  ’  Defen<lant 
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Q.  I  show  you  now  u  memorandum,  dated  April  25,  1905,  and 
apparently  signed  by  you,  and  ask  you  if  that  is  in  your  handwrit¬ 
ing.''  (laper  is  handed  to  witness  who  reads  it  through  )  \  1 

should  think  it  was. 

Q.  And  the  signature  is  yours?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  having  done  that?  A.  No,  1  do  not. 

Q.  A  oil  don’t  recall  having  written  that  letter?  A.  No,  1  do 
not  at  all. 

|/Miaoikolu0r>  I,l?ntificati(m  I)efen,li,nt  Cramer’s  Exhibit  E,  Aug 
lwly,  id.  L.  C. 

106  Q  Mr.  Hurd,  what  was  the  Roach  mortgage  that  vou 
speak  of?  A.  That  was  a  house  that  I  sold  him. 

II  lh at  is  a  house  you  sold  to  Roach?  A.  Yes,  and  took  a 
mortgage  out. 

Q.  For  how  much?  A.  I  sold  it  to  him  for  $7100,  and  took  a 
mortgage  for  $6000  they  paid  $500  down. 

Q.  How  was  that  mortgage  payable?  A.  Payable  on  or  liefore 
•>•>  years. 

forVmn'  l°"  ““cUy?  A.  I  took  33  notes;  I  sold  it 

33  m,m  ,  f  So  eaeh  *  °  'ef‘  $660°  and  1  wrote 

Q.  Payable  in  from  one  to  33  years?  A.  On  demand  they  could 
pay  it  at  any  time  they  had  a  mind  to.  J 

were  dn*»  VT  n"'d  ",i>l  (a"  "pon  them  for  «cept  when  they 
"ere  oner  A.  One  each  year. 

Q.  Mow  much  did  Roach  pay?  A.  They  are  all  paid  but  three 
Q.  That  is,  three  notes  of  $200  each?  A.  Yes. 

TW-  nlhetie  ”ere  "i0*5  ",oles  when  J’ow  went  to  the  hospital?  A. 
he\  aie  the  ones  she  took  out  of  mv  pocket 

pocket1"  I>O0ket  "ere  they?  A-  In  tl,e  side  of  my  breast  vest 

Q.  Where  were  you  when  that  happened?  A.  Right  laving  on 
the  lounge  or  lied,  or  something  in  her  house.  '  K 

W-  Mow  long  before  you  went  to  the  hospital?  A  Same  dav  1 
ttre."T°,e  him  that  1  "'°,1,d  he  dead  ^ore  they  g0! 

107  n  y'f  ,"T  ,hen  last  Manh?  A.  Last  March,  yes. 

W  .1  ust.  before  you  went  to  the  hospital  the  list  tim,. 

”u  ,i”ke A-  t* 

Q.  Had  your  son  and  grandson  come  to  Washington  un  to  that 
t.me?  A  They  came  there  that  day  that  she  telegraphed  to  "hem 
Show  the  telegram  you  have  it  (pointing  to  Mr.  Lee  M  riurdt 
|  o  the\  lsith  came  there  at  night  and  found  how  1  was  situated  and 
took  me  right  out  and  carried  me  to  the  hospital. 

It  was  on  that  same  dav  and  before  their  arrival 
say  she  took  the  notes  out  of  your  pocket?  A  Yes  that  V0U 

NoQ>  Had  •vou  ta,ked  I'er  about  the  notes  before  that  time?  A. 

nevw.1^'1  y°U  C°ntemplated  sriv’in8  them  <«  her?  A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Had  you  talked  with  your  son  and  grandson  about  them? 
A.  About  them  notes? 

Q.  \es?  A.  I  don’t  know. 

(J.  How  long  before  that  had  you  seen  them  last,  either  your 
son  or  your  grandson?  A.  I  don’t  know  how  long  it  was 

tf.  fou  had  said  nothing  to  them  about  the  Roach  notes’  A 
Aot  that  1  recall. 

Q.  \ou  (hdn  t  want  them  to  know  anything  about  them?  A. 
1  hey  knew  I  sold  the  house  to  her. 

Q.  \ou  are  sure  you  had  those  in  your  pocket-  at  that  time,  in 
i ns,  y°\ir  Pocket*.  A.  I  saw  her  take  them  out. 

I*.  Did  you  say  anything  to  her  about  it  at  the  time? 

A.  i\o.  sir. 

wert’^nfflod,  th,Ut  “le  en.vel°Pe  1,1  whieh  those  notes 

v®*6’ ,  (.  .ai.1(,h na  l01.1^  envelope  to  witness  who  examines  it).  A 
i  es,  that  is  it  all  right.  ' 

Q.  Is  that  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes 

When  did  yon  write  that?  A.  I  could  not  tell,  unless  it  is 
dated.  1  don  t  remember.  1  went  to  the  bank  and  had  a  satis¬ 
faction  piece  made  out  and  had  the  Notary  Public  in  the  bank  fix 
the  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage,  sign  it  and  make  it  all  satisfactory 
so  that  whenever  it  was  paid,— I  kept  it  right  with  my  note^I 
whenever  was  paid,  all  they  had  to  do  was  just  hand  H  to  heT'as 
I  might  be  dead  and  it  was  less  trouble  to  make  a  satisfaction  out 
and  I  put  K  all  in  an  envelope  like  that  so  that  if  I  died  all  thev 
had  to  do  was  to  let  her  pay  it  and  hand  her  the  satisfaction  of  the 
moitgage;  1  did  it  to  save  any  trouble;  it  would  he  a  good  deal  less 
trouble,  that  is  what  I  done  it  for,  because  in  case  of  my  death  it 
would  bother  them  to  make  out  the  satisfaction.  y  “  14 

Q.  Did  you  put  anything  on  your  books  about  it,  did  you  balance 
your  books  and  show  that  the  mortgage  debt  was  paid?  A  Yes 
I  received  $10,000.  balance  due.  ? 

Q.  It  wasn’t  paid  Why  did  you  put  that  on  your  books’  4 
ho  as  to  have  the  books  show  that;  1  don’t  know  why  I  did  it 

Q  Can  t  you  tell  why  you  put  that  statement  on  your 

LoW  the  notes.0'  1  W°uW  '’alance  '-ok “and 

Q.  Was  the  statement  on  this  envelope  that  you  have  iust  reaH  - 
true  statement?  A.  (Witness  again  reads  the  statement  on  the  out 
side  of  the  envelope  )  Satisfaction  of  Roach  mortgage  and  her  ad 
dress  is  so  and  so.  I  have  ba  aneed  the  hook  account  on  my  a^mnt 
book  showing  that  all  is  paid,  so  that  Byron  and  T.ee  wnn’t  ll!!. 

t0Q0°nvifter  lhf  'n  Theiy  T'11  find  that  in  m>T  littIe  trunk  1  had 
,  (c  fld  !ell  ai,ybody  you  had  placed  the  account  on  your 
books?  A.  Nobody  to  tell — nobody’s  business 

Q.  Then  you  say  you  put  this—  A.  That  and  my  notes  and 
satisfaction  of  the  mortgage,  and  mortgage,  T  put  all  in  the  little  tin 

Q.  Where  did  you  keep  the  little  tin  box?  A.  In  my  room 

Q.  What  did  you  take  it  out  for  on  the  day  you  went  to  the  hos- 
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pital?  A.  I  didn’t  take  it  out.  there  was  no  occasion  to  take  it  out 
not  that  I  know  of.  ’ 

The  envelope  in  question  which  has  been  identified  by  the  witness 
is  marked  for  identification  Defendant  Cramer’s  Exhibit  “F  ”  Ana 
12,  1910,  H.  L.  C.  ’ 

Counsel  for  complainant  wants  it  noted  on  the  record  that  the 
contents  of  the  envelope  that  is  produced  and  marked  Exhibit  “F” 
for  defendant,  are  not  produced. 

Q.  W e  are  taking  this  testimony  in  Essex  Countv,  on  a  farm  said 

to  belong  to  your  son.  You  have  but  one  son,  I  think?  A 
110  One  Son. 

Q.  Did  you  at  one  time  own  this  farm?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  acres  are  there  in  it?  A.  471  I  think. 

Q.  And  improved  with  a  good  house  and  outbuildings?  A  It 
looks  like  it. 

Q.  A  ou  understand  that  the  Court  cannot  see  as  we  can,  Mr. 
Hurd,  therefore  I  am  obliged  to  ask  you  some  questions  the  answers 
to  which  to  me  would  he  apparent  without  asking.  Did  you  give  it 
to  your  son?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Allien?  A.  About  15  years  ago,  I  guess. 

Q.  Before  or  after  your  wife’s  death?  A.  1  didn’t  own  it  before; 
it  fell  to  her  and  then  when  she  died  it  fell  to  me.  I  had  onlv  a 
life  interest. 

Q.  Do  you  know  its  value?  A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  AVhat  is  land  in  this  neighborhood  such  as  this  worth?  A.  1 
am  not  acquainted  with  anything  about  the  land  here. 

Q.  Aon  came  here  several  weeks  ago?  A.  A"es,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  been  here  before  since  you  gave  this  property 
to  your  son?  A.  AYs,  I  believe  I  have,  yes,*  I  have  been  here. 

Q.  How  long  ago?  A.  I  don’t  know,  T  could  not  tell  when  I  was 
here. 

Ill  Q.  You  had  never  paid  more  than  one  visit  here,  had  you, 
Mr.  Hurd?  A.  T  cannot  tell  you  whether  1  have  or  not, 

I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Don’t  you  recall  that  you  were  here  two  years  ago,  and  that 
you  had  not  been  here  up  to  that  time  for  15  years?  A.  1  don’t 
know  whether  1  have  or  not. 

Q  Who  came  with  you?  A.  1  don’t  know  who  did  come  with 
me. 

Q.  Didn't  Mrs.  Cramer  come  with  you?  A.  T  rather  think  she 
did. 

Q.  On  your  invitation?  A.  I  guess  so,  I  think  she  did  come. 

Q.  How  long  did  von  stay?  A.  A  day  or  two  maybe,  not  longer 
anvwav. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  Mrs.  Johnston,  Mrs.  Cramer’s  daughter, 
did  you  visit  her?  A.  Yes,  1  was  at  her  house  once. 

Q.  AAliere  was  her  home?  A.  In  Brooklyn. 

Q.  AVhen  were  you  there?  A.  Sometime  ago. 

Q.  A  year  ago?  A.  More  than  that. 

Q.  And  how  much  time  did  you  spend  there?  A.  T  think  I 
spent  there  about  two  weeks, — three  weeks,  it  may  be  three  weeks 
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Q.  Visiting  at  her  home?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  Mrs.  Cramer  there  with  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  at  her  invitation  or  at  Mrs.  Johnston's?  A. 
I  don’t  know  about  that;  she  was  going  over  and  may  be  invited 
me  to  go  with  her,  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  The  little  boy  was  there,  little  Fenton,  wasn't  he?  A.  I  sup¬ 
pose  so.  * 

Q.  You  were  right  fond  of  him,  weren’t  you?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  visit  Mrs.  Johnston  before  that  time9  A 
112  I  think  not. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that?  A.  No,  I  am  not  sure,  I  don’t 
think  I  did. 

Q.  When  did  you  visit  your  grandson,  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A.  When 
he  came  down  after  me  I  guess. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  time?  A.  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  or 
not. 

Q.  Can't  you  remember?  A.  No,  1  don't  remember.  I  don’t  re¬ 
member  when  1  did  visit  him. 

Q-  You  don't  recollect  whether  you  ever  did  visit  him,  is  that  it9 
A.  1  don’t  know  but  what  I  did  visit  him,  I  think  I  did.  but  I  don’t 
remember  when. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  fact  that  you  visited  him?  A.  No,  I 
don’t  think  anything  about  it. 

Q.^  If  you  did  visit  him ;  it  has  gone  from  your  mind  altogether? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  of  course,  you  cannot  recall  who  were  your  companions 
if  you  went  there?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  New  York  or  to  Brooklyn  more  than  once  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  10  years?  A.  I  don’t  think  1  did. 

Q.  You  remained  in  Washington  all  the  time?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  given  up  going  South  to  Florida  in  the  winters,  as 
1  understand  it?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  you  spent  your  winters  and  summers  in  Washington? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Except  these  one  or  two  trips  that  I  have  spoken  to  you  about? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  went  away  from  Washington  at  all  didn’t  Mrs. 
Cramer  accompany  you  as  your  companion?  A.  No,  sir. 

113  Q.  When,  if  at  all,  did  you  leave  Washington  not  in  com- 
panv  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  never  went  anvwhere.  onlv 
when  they  came  after  me. 

Q.  You  are  speaking  now  of  your  coining  away  from  Washington 
in  March  or  April  last?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  Mrs.  Cramer  was  at  that  time?  A.  She 
was  to  home. 

Q.  Weren’t  you  told  that  she  was  in  New  York?  A.  When  I 
came  over  from  there? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Didn’t  they  come  and  take  me  to  the  hospital. 

Q,  And  when  they  brought,  you  home,  weren’t  you  told  that  Mrs. 
Cramer  was  in  New  York?  A.  She  ^  as  to  home  ^  lien  tfiei^  t^ok 
me  away.  T  wouldn’t  know  where  she  went  after  that. 
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.  ?  Ilurd,’.  ',vhat  did  y°u  Mrs.  Cramer  when  speaking  to 
her,  did  you  call  her  Laura?  A.  1  don’t  know  I  called  her  T  mra 
or  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  don’t  know  which  ’  Laura 

didQ  I  p^umeTdli!  ad<lreSS  her  "  LaU"?  A-  1  »y  ‘hat  I 

Q.  Is  your  doubt  because  you  cannot  remember,  is  it  that  you  can¬ 
not  remember  that  A.  I  don’t  know  whether  1  called  her  Mrs 
Cramer  or  Laurie,  I  guess  I  used  to  call  her  Laurie 

Q  Are  you  uncertain  about  it?  A.  I  don’t  know  as  I  am  I 
might  have  called  her  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  you  don’t  know  now  bv  which  name  vou 
called  her?  A  I  might  have  .ailed  her  by  either  of  them. 

iij  '  ■  i,K',h  *as  A  -0ne  "ould  1,e  Mrs.  Cramet  and 
J14  one  would  be  Laurie. 

.  .  .  Q-  HeI  daughter.  Mrs.  Johnston,  you  called  her  Jessie 

that  being  her  first  name?  A.  I  think  so.  I  wouldn’t  address  iier 
any  other  way  until  she  was  married,  then  I  might  have  called  her 
"hate\er  her  husband  s  name  was;  I  guess  I  called  her  Jessie 

<}.  They  always  treated  you  with  kindness,  didn’t  thev,  and  vou 
were  grateful  for  it  weren’t  you?  A.  Yes,  treated  me  the  same  as 
the\  would  any  boarder;  1  got  enough  to  eat,  good  victuals  and  a 

good  place  to  sleep;  T  got  enough  to  eat  and  a  good  place  to  sleep; 

I  got  nothing  else.  1 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  when  you  were  taken  ill  in  March  last,  what 
physician  did  you  have?  A.  I  didn’t  call  for  anv  doctor 

<1.  Did  one  come  to  you?  A.  Yes,  I  Mieve  there  was  a  doctor 
came  in. 

Q.  Who  sent  for  that  doctor?  A.  Well,  I  don’t  know,  but  Bvron 
and  Lee. 

Q.  Before  your  son  and  grandson  came,  didn’t  vou  have  the  serv¬ 
ices  of  a  physician?  A.  Xo,  I  think  not. 

Q..  Did  you  know  Dr.  Marohneck.  who  lived  in  the  DeSoto’  \ 

I  es.  '  ‘  ’ 

Q.  Did  he  have  occasion  to  see  you  at  sometime?  A.  Only  when 
he  prescribed  the  medicine  for  her  to  give  me.  that  is  all. 

Q.  And  was  there  another  doctor  who  came  to  see  vou9  \  I 
don’t  know  but  what  there  was;  there  was  one  after  i  ' was  sick  T 
believe  there  was  one. 

Q  Do  you  know  his  name?  A.  If  I  heard  it  called.  I  think  1 
would  know  it.  no,  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Didn't  Mrs.  Cramer  send  for  those  doctor*9  \  T 
115  expect  she  did.  1 

.  ,  ,  Q*  s^e  sent  for  t*ieni  away  when  you  were  taken 

sick,  didn  t  she?  A.  No,  1  don't  think  she  did;  T  don't  think  she 
sent  for  them - 

Q.  You  were  sick  only  two  days,  weren’t  you?  A.  I  was  >ick 

— I  was  taken  sick. — 1  took  this  medicine  that  she  and  the  doctor 
gave  me. 

Q.  You  had  also  a  nurse?  A.  No,  sir.  I  never  had  no  nurse. 

Q.  No  nurse  attended  you?  A.  No,  sir.  not  that  I  ever  knew  of. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  medicine?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer. 
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Q.  Was  the  doctor  present?  A.  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Was  more  than  one  doctor  present?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  «  here  was  the  other  one  at  that  time?  A.  I  don’t  know. 

14  J)r  Marchneck  or  the  other  doctor?  A.  Marclmeck 
prescribed  and  told  her  what  to  give  me;  lie  made  up  the  medicine, 
as  I  understood  it.  for  her  to  give  me. 

(}.  Did  lie  make  it  up  right  there  in  vour  presence?  A.  T  could 
not  say  whether  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  medicine  in  the  room?  A.  I  didn’t  «ee  no 
medicine,  she  gave  me  the  medicine,  I  swallowed  it 
Q.  Was  it  liquid  or  solid?  A.  Liquid  I  think. 

Q.  From  a  tumbler  or  spoon?  A.  T  don’t  know,  T  took  it  that 
11c  1S  A  tt  bn?w*  *  siropty  became  paralyzed  after  T  took  it. 

1  Jb  ./No*  J°.ng  after  tbat  w.n**  that  you  went  to  the  hos- 
pita  I .  A.  Light  after  that,  the  same  day. 

Q.  How  many  hours,  can  you  recollect?  A.  As  soon  as  the  bov 
got  there;  they  took  me  right  to  the  hospital;  if  she  had  given  me 
one  more  dose  T  wouldn  t  have  lived  one  more  day. 

Q.  Did  either  of  these  physicians  who  attended  vou  at  the  apart- 

hospitaTenr  y°U  ^  the  h°Spital?  A’  Nobodv  a«ended  me  at  the 

4  rr  medicine  given  you  while  you  were  at  the  hospital9 

A.  If  they  did,  I  don’t  remember  it. 

Q.  Where  was  vour  clothing  at  that  time?  A.  At  Mr=  Cramer’s 

apartment. 

Q.  And  when  you  got  out  of  the  hospital,  did  vou  go  there9  \ 
No.  sir.  T  came  right  home  to  this  place. 

Q.  You  went  direct  to  the  railroad  station?  A  Ye«  sir 

Q.  You  were  able  then  to  walk?  A.  No,— walk.'—  T  couldn’t 
bend  my  knees. 

Q  /t  time  you  came  away?  A.  T  couldn’t  put  one  foot  before 
the  other.  My  legs  were  perfectly  paralysed ;  T  could  not  bend  mv 
knees  no  more  than  as  if  they  were  not  there. 

Q.  Did  you  walk  immediately  before  going  into  the  train9  \ 
Yes.  T  must  have  walked  a  good  deal! 

Q.  At  the  time  you  came  away,  did  you  walk  just  before  getting 
into  the  train  .  A.  TTow  could  T  walk — they  carried  me 

Q.  And  when  you  reached  vour  destination  in  Greenwich,  did 
you  walk  there?  A  No.  sir,  T  couldn’t  walk;  thev  put  me  in  a 
carnage  and  brought  me  up  there. 

117  Q.  How  long  were  you  in  l>ed  at  that  time,  after  reaching 
Greenwich  ?  A.  T  guess  T  was  in  bed  three  months. 

W-  J,1(J  you  remain  in  bed  until  you  eame  up  here?  A.  T  think 
so,  for  a  few  days  before  T  came  up  here  anyway 

Q  Did  you  walk  around  after  you  got  up  here?  A.  T  was  sitting 
on  the  stoop,  didn’t  walk  much.  ° 

Q  T  show  you  now  an  envelope  and  letter,  and  ask  vou  if  the 
envelope  js  addressed  in  your  handwriting,  and  the  letter  in  vour 
handwriting  and  signed  by  you,  dated  Washington.  D.  C.  addressed 

^  , S™, R-v™  -  -.thoiit  date?  (Hands  letter  to  wiiness.  who 
reads  it  through,  and  looks  at  the  envelope.)  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Both  letter  and  envelope  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  I  show  you  a  little  slip  of  paper  and  ask  you  if  that  is  also 
m  )our  handwriting?  (\\  itness  looks  at  slip  of  paper  in  question) 
A.  Yes. 


Letter,  envelope  and  slip  of  pa|>er  are  marked  as  one  exhibit  for 
identification  Defendant  Cramer’s  Exhibit  “G”  Auir  12  1910 

H.  L.  C.  ’  ’ 

Q.  Do  you  recall  in  what  year  you  wrote  that?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Ilurd,  did  you  get  communications  from  your  deceased 
wife  from  any  other  person  than  those  you  have  named?  A.  No. 
sir,  I  don't  know  as  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  get  one  from  your  daughter-in-law.  your  son’s 
wife;  did  you  get  a  communication  from  your  wife  through  your 
son’s  wife?  A.  Not  that  I  recall;  I  don’t  recollect  anv  such 
118  thing;  I  don’t  think  I  did. 

Q-  You  are  not  sure?  A.  I  don’t  think  I  ever  did  1 
don’t  know. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  getting  such  a  communication  two  years  ago 
from  your  son’s  wife,  stating  that  your  wife  desired  voii  to  give 
your  grandson  $1,000?  A.  No.  [  had  been  giving  him  a  thousand 
dollars  all  the  time. 

Q.  A  thousand  dollars  with  which  to  buy  an  automobile?  A. 
No  sir,  1  don’t  know  any  such  thing. 

Q.  Don  t  you  recollect  getting  a  communication  from  your  de¬ 
ceased  wife,  through  Mrs.  Byron  Hurd,  asking  you  to  give  your 
grandson  a  thousand  dollars  to  pay  his  wife’s  doctor’s  bill?  A.  No 
sir,  I  don't  remember  anv  such  tiling 

•  n 


Re-direct  examination. 


By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  As  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Hurd,  you  have  no  recollection  of 
ever  having  received  spirit  letters  through  anv  persons  except  Mrs 
Cramer.  Mrs.  Schafer  and  Blanche  Schafer?  A.  Yes,  that  is*  all 
Q.  And  that  of  those  spirit  letters,  the  only  ones  that  made  anv 
suggestion  with  reference  to  money  were  those  that  came  from  Mr< 
Cramer? 


Mr  Birxey:  Objected  to  as  not  redirect  examination  and  as  lead¬ 
ing. 

A.  Mrs.  Schafet  nor  her  daughter  never  mentioned  tnonev  in 
their  letters  to  me  whatever. 

Q*  you  ever  borrow  any  money  from  Mrs.  Cramer? 

119  Mr  Birxey:  Objected  to  as  being  examination  in  chief 
and  being  repetition. 


A.  I  never  remember  borrowing  a  dollar  from  her. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  remember  Mrs.  Cramer  having  $4,000  to  loan 
except  the  money  she  got  from  you?  A.  No,  I  don’t  know  that  she 
did,  except  the  money  that  she  got  from  me. 

•  9  9ral,:er’*  daughter's  marriage  name  is  now  Mrs.  Johnston 
isn  t  it?  A.  Yes.  ’ 
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Q.  Slie  was  married  before  she  married  Mr.  Johnston?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  What  was  her  name  then?  A.  Parker,  I  think  it  was — Mrs. 
Cramer  might  sav  for  me, — I  think  it  was  Parker,  maybe  I  am 
mistaken. 

Q*  ^(,u  spoke  of  having  given  the  farm,  or  this  farm  to  your  son 
Byron?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  farm  was  the  property  of  your  wife,  was  it  not?  A.  Yes, 
sir.  her  father  willed  it  to  her. 

Q.  After  her  death  you  had  a  life  estate  in  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q-  And  you  waived  that  life  estate  in  favor  of  your  son?  A.  Yes, 
sir.  I  released  all  my  title  to  it  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Mr  Hurd,  did  you  go  to  St.  Charles  after  you  went  to  Mrs. 
Cramer’s  to  board?  A.  Yes,  I  used  to  go  up  to  St.  Charles  every 
year,  yes,  1  did  a  few  times. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  go  with  you?  A.  No,  sir,  never. 
(J.  Has  she  even  gone  anywhere  with  you  except  to  visit  your  son 
on  this  one  occasion  and  visit  her  daughter?  A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  That  was  only  on  one  occasion,  was  it  not?  A.  That  was  all. 
Q.  You  didn’t  give  Dr.  Hurd,  your  grandson,  a  $1,000  to 

120  buy  an  automobile?  A.  No.  sir,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Or  to  pay  the  bills  of  his  wife’s  illness?  A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  So  that  if  this  spirit  letter  came  to  you  from  “Marv”,  you 
did  not  respond  to  it  then?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  received  letters  or 
such  spirit  letter?  A.  No,  sir,  I  never  remember  any  such  letter; 
mayl>e  I  did,  but  T  don’t  recollect  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  where  did  you  say  that  Mrs.  Cramer  took  these 
Roach  notes  from  while  you  were  lying  ill  there  last  March?  A. 
Where  did  she  take  them  from  ;  she  took  them  from  my  breast  ]>ocket 
in  my  vest. 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  to  her  about  it?  A.  Didn’t  say  any¬ 
thing  to  her  about  it. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  say  anything  to  her?  A.  I  don’t  know  why, 
I  don't  know  that  T  could  talk;  I  don’t  think  T  could,  I  was 
paralyzed. 

121  Lee  M.  Hurd,  who,  being  produced  as  witness  of  lawful 
age,  for  and  on  behalf  of  himself  as  the  plaintiff,  and  being 

first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

122  Difect  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  State  your  name,  age  and  residence.  A.  Dr.  Lee  Maidment 
Hurd;  residence  Greenwich.  Connecticut;  I  was  born  in  1873. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation?  A.  Physician  and  surgeon.  I  am 
engaged  in  the  specialty  of  the  throat,  nose  and  ear. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  practicing  those  specialties?  A. 
Since  1899. 

Q.  Are  you  related  to  teuton  J.  Hurd?  A.  He  is  my  grand¬ 
father. 
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Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  As  far  back  as  I  can 
remember. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  seen  of  him  during  that  iieriod?  A 

Jo  Wl'e  V?16  t  lat  VT  -vears  old’  when  1  went  to  school, 
he  lived  within  12  miles  of  the  place  where  I  lived,  and  I  saw  him 

nearly  every  week;  that  is  I  spent  the  week  end  with  him  nearly 
123  their  house  nM>,M'aII-v  ,,vo  davs  0,lt  of  the  week  I  was  iii 

n „ 9  .  »r.^  *’jS  Vr  II!lr(i’s  flttitude  lieen  toward  you  i>erson- 

Sidernt»^l,  r1' V  r  U<1e  108  a,ways  ,ieen  ver.v  affectionate  and  eon- 
.  derate— proud  of  me  as  any  man  would  he  of  his  grandson,  and 

e  has  never  boon  otherwise  except  at  certain  times  when  some 
poranlyVere  br°Ught  *°  *‘ar  "P°n  him  to  chanSe  his  attitude  tern- 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  M  hut  part  had  Mr.  Ilurd  in  your  education?  A  When  I 

t'b?  ;,Pi"S  oldm.v«r;'"dmother  started  to  educate  me  bv  paying 
the  expenses.  She  died  when  T  was  at  school  about  six  or  eight 

o?amH?mXnfobr  fnil'‘‘r  ""!k  "P  the  obli*a,i“n  ’".d  promised 

cam  out  that  obligation  as  long  as  I  went  to  school  which  he 
did,  and  when  I  finished  school,  he  said  he  would  continue  the 

allowance  of  $1,000  the  rest  of  his  lifetime,  which  he  did 
J--*  up  to  within  a  year. 

Q.  M  hat  was  he  contributing  to  you  yearly?  \  $1  000 
— January  1st.  ‘  J  r  •  f ' 

m other’s  death?  incident  with  your  grand- 

Q-  Has  he  or  not  been  interested  in  your  professional  career’ 
A.  He  seemed  to  be  verv-  much  interested  in  my  career 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q  How  did  be  manifest  that?  A.  Bv  letters  he  wrote  to  me 
im prist 7  ffth,Cr  al“  °,her  relative!i  <'"><1  friends,  and  also  from  the 
veiled  1P  k  1,1  S°me  "°rk  *hat  1  did  in  bosPitals  where  he 

Hilrf"  hUt  "aS  lll<?  "ame  °f  your  K'andmother?  A.  Man-  S.  Lee 

Q.  How  old  were  you  when  she  died?  A.  17 
Q.  How  frequently  had  you  seen  her?  A.  With  the  same  fre- 
quencv  that  T  spoke  of  before— at  least  one  or  two  davs  on 
120  an  aVf'gu  a  week  when  they  were  in  Saratoga.  ' 

*  *  e  T  did  not  ask  you  how  frequently  von  h  ut 

nrMrs  ZlS3i2&*“h 

vear  "That  i"  ‘"oT  'a-''  pre,,-v  hard  *»  say-mavbe  once  l 
C  seen  hi  Pretty  har<1  ‘°  Stete’  J”St  — tIy  h°w  many  times  I 
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Q.  Did  you  keep  up  the  correspondence  with  him?  A.  Yes  sir* 
fairly  active  correspondence. 

Q.  How  frequently  would  you  receive  letters  from  him?  A.  T 
should  say  1  would  average  one  or  two  letters  a  month. 

Q.  W  hat  do  you  remember  of  your  grandmother? _ 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q-  (Continuing:)  As  to  the  kind  of  woman  she  was.  A. 

I  remember  her  as  a  woman  of  superior  attainments  a 
woman  who  took  great  interest  in  the  public  welfare  of  the  town  in 
wJnch  she  lived.  She  served  upon  the  school  board  with  Ellen 
Harding  Walworth  and  Mrs.  James  Andrews,  and  together  they 
cleaned  up  the  school  question  in  that  town.  She  was  a  woman 
ot  high  ideals,  a  very  practical  woman,  and  mv  grandfather  held 
her  in  high  regard  and  consulted  her  about  his  business  affairs. 
aways  ^iei  wes*  with  him  when  he  would  go 
Q.  W  hat  did  you  observe  as  to  the  relations  between  vour  grand¬ 
mother  and  grandfather? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection  and  further  objected  to  as  being 
immaterial  and  irrelevant.  ’ 

A.  Always  cordial  and  showed  the  greatest  respect  and  love  for 
each  other. 

Q.  Doctor,  is  your  grandfather  a  man  of  much  or  limited  edu¬ 
cation  .  A.  1  should  say  his  education  was  limited. 

Q.  How  was  that  with  resjiect  to  your  grandmother?  A.  She 
had  a  letter  education  than  my  grandfather. 

Q-  Are  you  married,  Doctor?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  When  were  you  married?  A.  In  September,  1903. 

Q.  Have  you  any  children?  A.  I  have  three. 

Vli  Q-  How  old  were  they?  A.  One  is  6  years  3  months- 
one  4  years  3  months  and  the  other  2  years  and  3  months.’ 
0.  What  has  been  Mr.  Hurds  attitude  towards  the  children? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness. 

A.  His  attitude  towards  the  children  was  pleasant,  and  in  his 
letters  he  has  always  been  most  loving  and  cordial.  At  one  time 
he  seemed  to  be  prejudiced  against  them.  ’ 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to,  as  giving  the  contents  of  written  pa¬ 
pers.  r 

128  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  lie  has  made  any  gifts  to  them? 

, e  ln‘Tldf,  a  snia11  £lft  on,  Christmas  last  year,  I  think  it  was  ten 
dollars.  I  think  the  year  before,  at  Christmas,  he  gave  them  $5 

or  4-10  for  their  Christmas  tree,  and  when  Leona  was  a  babv 
he  gave  her  a  brass  crib.  J 

Q.  Has  he  made  any  gifts  other  than  the  $1,000  to  either 
you  or  your  wife?  A.  Why,  I  suppose  in  the  last  ten  years, 
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he  has  at  different  times  that  I  have  seen  him,  perhaps  given  me 
en  dollars  or  twenty  dollars.  For  instance,  if  I  came  over  to  visit 
inn,  he  sometimes  has  given  me  a  .$10  bill,  and  T  think  he  has  per¬ 
haps  done  the  same  once  or  twice  to  my  wife,  and  he  sent  her  a 
check  this  last  Christmas  for  $100,  which  check  was  made  out  to 
me.  I  don  t  know  whether  it  was  intended  as  a  gift  to  mv  wife 
it  was  sent  to  her  in  a  letter  to  her.  but  the  check  was  made  out  to 

Q.  Did  he  or  not  make  his  usual  contribution  of  $1,000  to  you 
last  January?  A.  No;  he  did  not. 

Q.  What  can  you  tell  us,  Dr.  Hurd,  as  to  your  grandfathers  dis¬ 
union  with  reference  to  money,  from  what  vou  observed9  Was 

extreme^. man'  A'  N°  "r;  ex,rerncl.v  ‘'lose  >»  money  matters; 

•  V°  Vt°U  kn<>"  whether  or  not  your  grandfather  was  a  Spiritual- 
ist:  A.  He  was. 

Q.  W  hat  are  the  sources  of  information  on  that  subject.  A  Tie 
has  repeatedly  told  rue  he  was.  He  frequently  stated  that  he  had 
receded  letters  containing  communications  from  the  spiritualists 
and  telling  me  what  these  communications  were.  1  have  also  seen 
some  of  these  communications. 

130  Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  belief  of  Mrs.  Hurd  was’  \ 
Mrs.  Hurd,  my  grandmother? 

Q.  Your  grandmother?  A.  She  was  a  spiritualist 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  your  grandfather  has  received 
communications  purporting  to  come  from  his  dead  wife?  A.  Yes 
sir* 

Q.  \\  hat  can  you  tell  us  as  to  whether  or  not  he  was  influenced 
by  such  communications? 

•  M!.''  Osster:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant  and  as  call- 

1, a"  u  le.°l>l"',i!1i'  1  le  iUI<1  calling  for  something  that 

he  could  not  possibly  know,  as  a  fact?  ^ 

A  lie  has  advised  me  in  his  letters  to  do  certain  things  on  ac- 
count  ot  communications  he  had  received  from  Marv. 

Mr.  li'RNKv:  The  witness’  answer  is  objected  to  as  stating  the 
contents  of  written  documents,  which  should  he  produced  as  e 
best  evidence. 

ldl  Q.  Did  you  know  Blanch  Shafer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  or  not 
she  wrote  any  such  letters?  A.  Yes.  1  er  or  not 

ter!?  W\erYes"irVel  Pre?ent  when  she  "T,,te  hiln  any  of  these  let- 

Do  you  recall  any  incidents?  A.  I  was  in  Washington  at 
Inaugural  time,  1  think  it  was  in  1908,  in  March,  and  I  had  dis- 
cussed  the  question  of  spiritualistic  business  with  Blanch  Shafer 
arid  she  said  she  could  get  anything  she  wanted  out  of  mv  grand- 
father  by  writing  him  letters  from  his  wife,  and  if  T  had  anvtl  imr 
I  wanted  to  get,  she  would  get  it.  1  know  the  cl«2?«  S  my 
grandfather  in  money  matters,  and.  as  a  test,  to  see  how  competent 
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or  looney  he  was  on  tile  subject  of  spiritualism,  I  made  some  re¬ 
quests  for  dungs  that  were  ridiculous  from  his  point  of  view  such 
as  I  requested  my  grandfather  to  go  to  the  inaugural  ball 
1,2  il  ma"  80  yearn  of  age.  I  requested  that  lie  should,  take 
...  m*  ,0  ll'e  Inaugural  Hall  with  him,  and  sliould  buy  flowers 
for  Blancli  and  two  girls.  I  requested  him  to  pay  ten  dollars  for 
a  silk  hat  for  me  and  things  which  would  be  ridiculous  for  him  to 
do.  I  sat  with  my  grandfather  and  Blanch  Shafer  wrote  the  let- 

wri,rd"T,?ll;‘tel>;  llf,ter  tlle  let.ter  'vas  translated  to  him— it  was 
ten  m  back  hand — he  immediately  produced  the  money  for  the 

irsiir  “d  ""i  "■  “  >*>««••  £  £4" 

lo  HH  15;nt,KY:  11.  "m'1'  Vf  '1,‘is  as  ,itf,tes  conversation  had  previous 

l  ;1  4  r’,K- " 11  5  !IIk1'  binder  between  the  witness  and  her  is 
objected  to  as  incompetent  upon  any  ground. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Now,  from  whom  did  this  letter  purport  to  come?  A  His 
wite,  Mary. 

Ido  Q.  At  the  time,  you  saw  her  write?  A.  Yes 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Brigham?  A.  Yes  sir. - 
Jr  n  *U>U  Know  w^let^ler  or  llot  is  a  spiritualist?  V  Yes 

M  ryv  \’°Yo  "’si"'10'1'6''  I"”  *l,,e  knew  -'our  grandmother, 

a  '  •  A*.*e*  She  not  only  knew  her,  hut  she  conducted  the 

funeral  services.  I  might  say,  at  the  request  of  mv  grandfather  she 
conducted  the  funeral  services.  *  *  mer’  slle 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  defendant,  Laura  K.  Cramer?  A  Yes 

i  thii teir her?  A- 1  ,net  her  the 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances?  A.  1  was  visiting  mv  gran  1- 
ather  who  was  lving  at  Mrs.  Stiekney’s,  and  he  asked  me' lo  go  u  , 
to  sec  her  son,  who  had  a  lump  on  her  jaw.  I  went  up  to  lier  hou4 
and  saw  this  son,  and  met  Mrs.  Cramer.  6  n0U‘e 

3  ll|e  nalne  of  the  son?  A.  Ford. 

Id4  Q.  ford  Cramer?  A.  Ford  Cramer;  yes. 

,  ,  ,  .  .  ‘)l,d  l°"  lfeat  tl*e  son? '  A.  I  simply  examined  him  and 

tohl  him  allot  I  thought  of  the  growth. 

rjl-  D.”  -vo.u  know  whfl*  .vour  grandfather  went  to  board  with  Mrs 

C  amei .  A.  I  can  onlv  state  from  the  letters  that  came  from  that 

address.  I  think  it  was  December  of  that  year 
Q.  1903?  A.  Yes.  ' 

Q-  Did  you  ever  visit  him  at  her  house9  \  Yes 

H'  nm  \,0U  e;;er  visit  him  a,‘  dle  I>e  Soto  Apartments?  A  Yes 

\  ( Yes^K  MrS  f  r!llnel  e'er  k  "lth  V0”  about  vour  gnuidfather? 

Q-  ITmv  frequently?  A.  Several  times. 

Ido  Q.  \\  hat,  if  anything,  did  she  say  about  his  closeness  in 
money  matters?  A.  She  said  he  was  verv  close  indeed  abou 
h's  money  matters— extremely  .stingy,  that  he  would  not  buy  enough 
clothes  to  make  himself  look  decent— grumbled  when  he  had  to  nnv 
his  board.  Tf  he  went  out  and  bought  a  loaf  of  bread,  he  would  dun 
10 — 2483a 
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her  for  fi\e  cents  until  she  paid  it.  and  she  said  he  never  Rave  her  a 
cent.  ° 

Q.  Did  she  make  that  statement  more  than  once?  A.  She  did. 

(h  Did  she  say  anything,  and  if  so  what,  about  protecting  him 
against  other  persons?  A.  I  should  say  about  the  same  number  of 
times  she  assured  me  she  was  trying  to  protect  him  from  Spiritual¬ 
ists  and  spiritualism  and  adventurous  women  who  were  trying  to 
marry  him  and  trying  to  separate  him  from  his  money 

Q.  Did  she  name  any  of  the  women?  A.  She  named  Mrs  Shafer 
among  others.  ' 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  of  the  others?  A.  No;  I  don’t  think  I  can. 
1  will  ask  \ on  whether  or  not  she  named  a  woman  bv  the 
name  of  Eckert?  A.  She  named  Eckert  after  mv  grandfather  was 
taken  sick. 

Idt)  Q.  State  whether  or  not  she  gave  vou  any  intimation  that 
she  herself  was  getting  money  from  him?  '  A.  She  said  she 
was  not.  that  he  was  very  stingy  and  would  not  give  her 
anything,  and  these  other  women  he  would  hand  ten  dollars 
or  something  like  that,  and  never  do  anything  for  her;  she  did 
e\ery thing  for  him.  and  got  nothing  in  return. 

Q.  Did  she  make  that  statement  more  than  once?  A.  1  should 
say  she  made  it  several  times. 

Q.  Examine  the  letters  I  now  show*  you  and  Mate  whether  or  not 
you  can  identify  the  handwriting  (handing  same  to  witness)?  A. 
(After  examination :)  I  hey  are  all  in  the  handwriting  of  Laura  It 
f  ramer,  and  signed  by  her. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  received  tho-e  letters  from  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  I  received  some  of  them.  1  do  not  think  thev 
1;L  were  all  written  to  me.  in  that  hatch.  Whatever  have  been 

addressed  to  me.  T  received  of  course.  1  think  there  are  some 

letters  in  there  that  w*ere  written  to  my  wife. 

188  (Note.— The  letters  referred  to  w*ere  filed  in  evidence 

marked  Exhibit  A.  IT.  Nos.  2  to  13.  both  inclusive.) 

•ii  '  ,  wl,en  'I'd  you  first  hear  of  vour  grandfather's 

illness,  last  March?  A  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mrs.  Cramer, 

between  11  and  12  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  date?  A.  It  was  Friday,  March  11th. 
(J.  Is  that  the  telegram  (handing  telegram  to  witness) 9  \ 

(After  examination.)  (Reading:)  “Grandfather  cannot  live  dav 
through.  Come  at  once.  Laura  R.  Cramer.”  Yes  sir. 

(Note.— -The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  H.  No.  14.) 

,  Q-  W.h?‘  did  >°>»  A.  I  took  the  next  train  I  possibly  could 
for  Washington,  and  I  arrived  here  between  seven  and  eight  that 

night.  I  came  directly  to  1300  Massachusetts  Avenue,  where  mv 
grandfather  w*as  sick.  J 

Q.  Whose  apartments  were  they?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer’s.  [  might' 
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ion  that  before  I  left  New  York  I  telegraphed  to  Dr.  Mason 

of  Washington,  to  get  in  touch  with  Dr.  Wall  and  do  everv- 
tf»ng  po^ihle  for  my  grandfather,  before  I  arrived. 

Q..  W  ell,  now,  what  was  the  condition  of  your  grandfather  when 
you  reached  Mrs.  Cramer’s  apartments?  A.  When  I  first  arrived 
there  1  found  him  very  much  overstimulated,  that  is,  poisoned 
with  strychnine.  From  his  waist  down  he  had  strychnine  stiffen- 
ing.  lie  could  not  move  his  legs.  His  mind  was  extremely  active. 
He  was  thinking  fast,  things  were  going  fast  through  his  head,  and 
his  pulse  was  highly  stimulated,  and  he  had  an  impression  that  he 
was  going  to  die. 

Q.  Did  he  so  state?  A.  He  thought  he  was  going  to  die,  yes. 
He  stated  that  he  was  going  to  die,  and  told  me  about  his  affairs. 

Q.  W  horn  did  you  find  in  attendance  upon  him?  A.  I  supposed 
that.  Dr.  WTall  had  gotten  there  and  was  taking  care  of  him.  I 
asked  Mrs.  Cramer  who  was  taking  care  of  him,  and  she  said  Dr. 

*  la<  hinek.  who  lived  in  the  house,  and  I  asked  her  why  he  wTas  in 
and  not  Dr.  W  all,  as  Dr.  WTall  had  seen  him  before.  She  said  be¬ 
cause  ho  was  taken  suddenly  and  Dr.  Machinek  was  the  most  con¬ 
venient  doctor  to  call  in.  She  did  not  have  much  faith  in  him,  but 
she  called  him  in.  I  saw  that  my  grandfather  wTas  extremelv  under 
the  influence  of  strychnine,  and  if  several  more  doses  wTere  given 
him  it  would  probably  kill  him.  T  told  the  nurse  not  to  give  him 
any  more  medicine,  that  we  would  have  a  consultation  with  Dr.' 
M  all.  and  nothing  should  be  done  medically  until  after  that  con¬ 
sultation.  1  called  up  Dr.  Wall  and  Dr.  Mason,  and  they 
140  both  came  to  the  house,  and  we  called  Dr.  Machinek  dowm 
stairs.  Dr.  W  all.  Dr.  Machinek  and  myself  went  into  the 
room  and  examined  grandfather.  Dr.  Wall  acknowledged  he  was 
highly  under  the  influence  of  strychnine,  and  Dr.  Machinek  ex¬ 
plained  it.  He  said  that  he  had  tried  his  utmost  to  keep  the  man 
alive  until  T  reached  him.  That  was  the  excuse  for  having  over¬ 
dosed  him. 


Q.  Just  one  moment.  Did  you  ascertain  when  it  was  that  your 
grandfather  was  stricken?  A.  I  wTas  told  he  was  stricken  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  day  before,  before  breakfast. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that?  A.  Both  Mrs.  Cramer  and  Dr.  Mach¬ 
inek. 


Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  give  any  reason  why  she  did  not  notify  you 
earlier?  A.  T  don’t  remember  that  she  did. 

141  Q.  Well,  state  anything  that  occurred  that  evening,  any¬ 
thing  you  observed,  in  the  conduct  or  statements  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  Cramer,  or  anybody,  in  her  presence?  A.  I  was  there  in 
the  house  from  the  time  T  arrived  on  the  train  until  pretty  nearlv 
midnight,  and  T  requested  Mrs.  Cramer  to  get  me  my  grandfather’s 
tin  box,  in  which  were  contained  his  papers,  his  inventories,  etc.. 

e.  e  aid  lie  would  attempt  to  do  so,  but  that  he 

w'ould  probably  object  if  he  thought  she  w^as  going  through  his  box. 
and  she  made  a  couple  of  attempts  to  go  in.  The  reason  I  did  not 
go  into  the  room - - 
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Mr.  Lester:  The  reason  is  objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrele¬ 
vant. 

A.  My  grandfather  had  sent  me  out  of  the  room.  After  two  or 
t  iree  requests  to  go,  1  went  out,  and  I  told  him  I  was  going  awav. 

He  said,  "I  want  you  to  go  down  to  the  hotel  and  go  to 
4-  |>ed  and  have  a  good  night  s  sleep,  and  you  will  be  all  right 
V1  *!le  He  said,  “I  have  some  business.”  1  said, 

What  business  have  you  got?”  lie  said  “I  have  business  with  a 
party  and  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer  what  business  he  had,  and  she 
said  he  had  no  business  with  anybody  outside,  the  business  was  all 
here,  that  she  had  told  him  that  previously  to  satisfy  his  mind 
lie  had  been  requesting  that  she  kill  him,  and,  to  satisfy  his  mind’ 
she  had  promised  to  do  so,  and  would  give  him  something  to  finish 
him;  and  he  kept  making  this  request  for  Mrs.  Cramer  to  come  into 
the  room  and  tried  to  get  me  to  go  away,  and  so  I  went  out  of  the 
room  and  told  him  1  had  gone  away.  I  sat  out  in  the  dining  room 
with  Mrs.  Cramer,  from.  I  suppose,  nine  or  half  past  nine  until 
midnight,  and  he  even  asked  the  nurse  why  she  did  not  go  in  and 
go  to  sleep,  that  he  was  all  right,  and  he  would  make  a  request  for 
Laurie.  Mrs.  Cramer— that  is  what  he  called  her— and  that  kept 
up  all  during  the  evening.  Suddenly,  he  went  to  sleep;  Mrs.  Cramer 
tried  to  go  into  the  room  and  get  the  papers  and  keys  that  T  asked 
^he  said  they  were  in  the  top  Bureau  drawer,  but  each  time 
she  was  interrupted  by  my  grandfather  being  awake  or  something. 

T  sta\ed  there  until  about  half  past  eleven,  or  something  like  that. 

T  said,  “T  want  those  things.”  and  as  my  grandfather,  early  in  the 
evening,  had  told  me  of  his  affairs  and  had  told  me  he  had  only 
$40,000,  and  as  I  knew  that  a  few  years  ago  he  had  over  twice  that, 
at  least,  T  knew  that  somebody  had  been  defrauding  him.  and  T 
wanted  to  know  what  was  going  on.  She  then  attempted  to  go  in 
the  room,  and  the  nurse  woke  up  and  said  she  wouldn’t 
143  stand  for  any  more  of  this  crooked  work  and  Mrs.  Cramer 
came  back  to  me  and  said.  uShe  will  not  stand  for  any  more 
of  this  crooked  work.”  She  said,  “T  will  attend  to  that  nurse  to¬ 


morrow.” 


Q.  M  ell.  what  did  you  do  then?  A.  That  was  pretty  nearly 
midnight.  T  left  the  house  and  went  outside,  and  stayed  around 
until  1  thought  things  were  pretty  quiet.  Then  T  went  down  to  the 
hotel  and  went  to  bed.  1  came  back  the  next  morning  and  made 
another  demand  for  the  papers.  Mrs.  Cramer  went  in  and  brought 
out  the  box  containing  what  I  supposed  were  the  papers,  and  a 
bundle  tied  up  in  a  handkerchief,  which  contained  his  effects  out  of 
^*s  an<l  hi*"’  keys,  f  put  those  in  the  parlor  temporarily, 

and  Mrs.  Cramer  told  me  she  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting 
his  clothes  off.  He  resisted  both  her  and  the  nurse  in  getting  his 
clothes  off,  and  these  were  the  effects  she  found  in  his  clothes.  T 
took  those  effects  down  to  the  hotel  and  opened  the  tin  box  and 
found  merely  an  inventory  and  some  blank  mortgages  and  leases 
and  some  paper  clippings  in  it.  The  inventory  showed  he  had 
less  than  $40,000.  '  e  naa 
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By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Well,  now,  what  was  done  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  your 
grandfather  to  the  hospital?  A.  T  felt  that  I  wanted  to  get 

144  mv  grandfather  in  a  better  place -  That  Mrs.  Cramer 

was  desirous  of  having  him  removed  to  the  hospital  because 

she  was  worn  out,  and  that  her  son’s  wife  could  not  take  care  of 
him,  and  she  thought  the  hospital  was  the  best  place  for  him.  1 
discussed  it  with  her  and  Dr.  Wall,  and  we  decided  that  if  we  could 
possibly  remove  him  to  the  hospital,  we  would.  He  objected,  saying 
he  was  going  to  die,  and  at  last  we  decided  that  if  he  was  alive  the 
next  day  he  would  go  to  the  hospital.  I  went  out  to  make  the 
arrangements  for  the  ambulance  to  take  him  to  the  hospital,  and  the 
next  day,  Sunday,  we  moved  him  to  the  hospital. 

Q.  AY  hen  Mrs.  Cramer  told  you  that  she  had  agreed  with  Mr. 
Ilurd  to  give  him  something  to  end  his  life,  did  she  state  whether 
or  not  she  intended  to  do  it?  A.  No  sir;  she  didn’t  state  she  in¬ 
tended  to  do  it,  but  he  supposed  the  compact  was  going  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  called  for  her  even  the  next  morning,  when  I  insisted 
Mrs.  Cramer  go  in  and  stop  it. 

145  Q.  Did  your  father  come  to  Washington?  A.  lie  came 
here  on  the  strength  of  a  telegram  that  T  sent  him.  He 

arrived  here  Saturday  night. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  what  he  did  with  re¬ 
spect  to  your  grandfather’s  papers?  A.  YVe  had  taken  my  grand¬ 
father  to  the  George  Washington  Hospital,  and  I  sent  my  father 

back  with  the  keys  to  the  apartment  to  get  his  hooks  out  of  the 
desk. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  your  father  bring  back  with  him  to  the  hotel? 
A.  TTe  brought  back  some  of  the  hooks,  and  we  went  over  those 
books.  We  found  many  discrepancies.  We  found  that  my  grand¬ 
father  had  been  defrauded  out  of  large  sums  of  money  by  some¬ 
body,  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers  were  not  there. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  object  to  that  part  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness 
which  gives  his  opinion  of  the  books,  also  that  part  which 
14b  tends  to  set  forth  what  the  books  contained,  the  books  them¬ 
selves  being  the  l>est  evidence,  and  his  testimonv  being  merelv 
hearsay. 

A.  I  returned  to  the  apartment  and  told  Mrs.  Cramer  that  the 
books  were  not  all  there.  She  showed  me  the  desk  that  had  been 
moved  from  the  dining  room  to  the  bed  room  that  he  had  had,  and 
1  went  through  the  desk  myself.  I  gathered  up  some  letters.  I 
gathered  up  everything  that  my  grandfather  owned,  no  matter  what 
kind  of  a  scrap  it  was,  and  yet  I  found  that  there  were  certain  books 
missing,  namely,  a  diary  in  which  he  kept  all  his  personal  ac¬ 
counts— everything  he  would  do  or  spend  was  put  in  that  diary  that 
was  missing.  T  said  it  was  missing  and  Mrs.  Cramer  volunteered 
the  information  that  probably  the  nurse  had  swiped  the  book.  I 
took  these  things  down  to  the  hotel,  and  I  found  that  some  of  the 
things  beside  this  diary  were  missing,  and  I  went  back  and  searched 
the  room  again,  but  I  could  not  find  them. 
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Q.  W  hat,  if  anything,  did  you  say  to  Mrs.  Cramer  about  there 
txang  large  amounts  of  money  missing  from  your  grandfather’s 

eBtaJe*  1 [.t.old  I,er  he  had  only  $40,000  left,  and  that  a 

good  deal  of  his  money  was  gone,  and  that  some  woman  must  have 
gotten  it. 

Q.  What  did  she  say  *  A.  She  told  me  she  was  surprised;  she 
thought  he  was  a  millionaire,  but  she  couldn’t  imagine  who  could 
have  gotten  it,  but  she  thought  maybe  May  Eckert  had  got- 
147  ten  a  lot  of  it.  She  told  me  she  thought  she  had  gotten 
thousands;  lie  had  bought  a  piano  for  her,  costing,  T  think  it 
was,  $.>00.  and  things  like  that,  and  that  he  had  furnished  her 
whole  house.  T  said  he  had  not  lived  and  boarded  with  Mrs.  Eckert 
for  a  number  of  years  and  hadn’t  seen  her.  and  how  could  it  be  that 
the  year  Wfore  lie  disposed  of  $10,000  to  her,  if  she  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  it.  She  said  she  couldn’t  imagine — perhaps  this 
nurse  ran  in  there  and  she  got  it.  My  grandfather  lived  at  May 
Eckert  s  house.  I  hail  l>een  there  and  had  seen  the  furnished  house, 
and  if  he  did  1  don  t  know  that  he  paid  for  them  or  bought  them 
in  any  way. — but  if  he  did,  it  cost  him  very  little,  for  the  house  was 
very  cheaply  furnished  and  was  a  small  house. 

Q-  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  say  anything  to  you  after  that  about  having 
gotten  any  money  from  Mr.  Hurd  herself?  A.  She  told  me  the 
night  1  got  there  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  Imrrowed  $500  from  her 
some  weeks  liefore,  and  that  he  had  paid  her  back  $.450  and  <till 
owed  her  $150.  I  told  her,  ‘I  don’t  know  why  he  should  Ixirrow 
money  like  that.  She  didn't  know  what  he  needed  it  for.  She 
said  “Maybe,  to  send  it  west  for  some  purpose  out  there.’*,  and 
maybe  he  had  given  it  to  Mrs.  Shafer.  Mrs.  Shafer  was  over  there 
trying  to  borrow  $500. 

Q  "he  say  anything  about  having  gotten  money  from  Mr 
Hurd  other  than  the  $.450?  A.  You  mean  when  I  was  discussing 
the  fact  about  large  quantities  having  been  taken  a  wav  from 
148  him? 

Q-  Yes.  A.  No;  nor  anybody  else. 

(J.  Was  Mrs.  Cramer  present  when  you  went  through  the  desk9 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  left  any  papers  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  in 
the  desk?  A.  Absolutely  not.  I  went  through  every  part  of  that 
desk.  There  could  not  possibly  have  been  anv  papers  of  Mr 
Hurd’s  left  in  the  desk. 

Q.  Hid  vou  or  not  make  a  search  of  hi*  room?  A.  I  made  a 
search  rf  his  room  during  the  time  right  after  he  went  to  the  hos- 
,ota!.  I  took  up  hi<  keys  and  searched  his  clothes  and  searched 
the  room,  the  bureau,  and  all  the  drawers,  and  I  went  back  again 
when  I  came  hack  to  Washington  on  the  next  W'ednesday  I  think 
it  was,  and  I  went  up  there  again,  and  Mrs.  Cramer  was  awav 
>u<  her  son  was  there,  and  he  let  me  get  in.  I  looked  the  room 
oAtr  there  and  could  not  find  these  book*.  I  might  sav  that  T 
"el,t  up  there  and  rang  (lie  Ml  and  could  not  get  in,  and  T  had 
n.v  grandfathers  keys  and  as  he  still  retained  his  room,  and  as 
had  taken  charge  of  his  affairs,  I  felt  called  upon  to  search  his 
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room.  I  tried  the  keys,  and  found  the  keys  had  been  turned 
over  to  me  had  had  a  key  to  the  front  door  removed  before  they 
were  given  to  me,  and  that  must  have  been  done  some  time  previous 
to  the  time  1  had  them  handed  to  me  at  the  bureau,  because  there 
was  no  opportunity  at  that  time  to  have  taken  it  off  the  ring. 

Q-  Do  you  remember  who  the  nurse  was?  A.  I  could 
t  (  li e i  if  I  saw  her.  I  don't  remember  her  name. 

Q-  Was  she  there  the  next  day,  the  12th?  A.  She  was 
there  up  to  within  a  few — a  little  time  before  my  grandfather  went 
to  the  hospital. 

Q-  When  did  your  grandfather  go  to  Greenwich?  A.  The  17th 
of  March. 

Q.  ^  hat  investigation,  if  any.  did  you  have  to  make  into  his 
affairs  then?  A.  At  that  time,  I  had  retained  counsel.  I  had 
investigated  his  affairs  to  such  an  extent  that  1  had  found  out  how 
much  of  his  estate  was  missing.  I  had  got  then  in  touch  with 
his  agent  and  his  hank  in  the  west,  and  T  was  able  to  tell  who  had 
gotten  the  money. 

Q.  How  much  had  his  estate  diminished  during  the  six  years 
he  was  a  boarder  with  the  defendant  Cramer? 

Mr.  Lester  :  Objected  to.  1  his  witness  has  not  qualified  him¬ 
self  to  show  how  much  Mr.  Fenton  .7.  Hurd’s  estate  consisted  of  at 
«in\  time.  1  hat  l>eing  so,  he  cannot  possibly  tell  with  any  degree 
of  certainty,  or  do  anything  more  than  to  guess,  how  much  it  had 
diminished. 

A.  The  books  show  a  diminution  of  between  $50,000  and 
$60,000. 

150  Q.  Do  you  know  what  your  grandfather’s  habit  was  as  to 
keeping  an  account  of  his  expenditures?  A.  He  kept  a 
pocket  book  diary  and  account  book  combined.  Every  expendi¬ 
ture  he  made — no  matter  what  it  was  for  or  how  small  it  was _ 

he  put  into  that  book,  and  all  of*  the  little  happenings  in  his  life 
were  jotted  down.  These  books  he  kept  for  years.  That  was  one 
of  tlie  main  books  that  were  missing — the  one  of  recent  years. 

Q  Did  you  observe  him  keeping  this  hook?  Did  you  ever  see 
the  hooks?  A.  I  have  seen  them;  yes.  [  have  seen  ‘some  of  the 
old  books.  1  have  seen  him  write  in  them. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  search  for  those  books?  A.  Yes  sir 

Q  With  what  result?  A.  They  cannot  be  found. 

Q.  What  steps.  Doctor,  did  you  take  for  the  protection  of  the 
estate?  A  I  first  asked  my  grandfather  to  grant  me  a  power  of 
attorney,  which  he  did.  I  therefore,  on  the  advice  of  counsel,  and 

with  ray  grandfathers  consent,  had  myself  appointed  conservator 
of  his  estate. 

Q.  Where  was  that  done?  A.  Greenwich,  Connecticut, 

i-i  An(l  jh(?n  m  ■vo." . first  discover  that  the  defendant 

lot  Cramer  had  been  receiving  large  sums  from  him;''  A 

\Y  hen  T  got  my  information  from  the  hank  at  St.  Charles 
Minnesota.  «  ’ 

i  v>  ?  *vou  tel1  y°»r  grandfather  what  you  had  ascertained 
li>l  as  to  these  moneys  that  had  gone  to  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes. 
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Mr.  Birne\  :  Objected  to  as  incompetent.  The  conversation  be¬ 
tween  the  witness  and  his  grandfather  is  not  competent  evidence. 

A.  I  did  talk  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  \\  hat  did  he  say  about  it? 

Mr.  Birxey:  Objected  to,  as  asking  him  for  hearsay. 

A.  He  gave  as  a  reason  for  giving  her  this  money  that  she  had 
written  him  spiritualistic  letters,  signed  in  his  dead  wife’s  name, 

in  which  his  wife  had  told  him  to  be  good  to  Laurie  and  give  her 
monev.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

(J.  l>r.  Iliml,  was  there  any  change  in  the  attitude  of  your  grand- 
tather  toward  you  with  respect  to  these  contributions  that  he  was 
making  to  you  during  the  time  that  he  hail  lieen  at  Mrs.  Cramers? 
A.  1  revious  to  two  years  ago,  there  seemed  to  l>e  no  objections.  He 
was  pleased  to  make  an  allowance  of  .$1,000  a  vear  In  the  lo«t 
two  or  three  years  there  was  considerable  dL  usWon  and  writ 
l<vi  mg  about  it.  He  rather  wanted  to  cease  making  the  pav- 
ments.  and  this  last  January  he  sent  me  .$100,  and  then  he 
>ent  my  wife  $100,  and  he  said  that  was  all  he  could  afford. 

W.  Cook  at  the  letter  I  now  show  you,  and  state  whether  or  not 
you  can  identify  the  handwriting?  A.  Yes  sir:  it  is  ,„v  grand- 
fathers  handwriting.  .  "  * 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  received  this  letter?  A  Yes  sir 
Q.  At  or  a  Unit  the  time  it  bears  date?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  this  in  evidence  as  Exhibit  A.  No.  15. 

Mr  Lester:  It  is  objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant  to 
am  of  the  issues  in  this  case;  also,  if  it  has  any  connection  with  the 
case  whatever  it  is  a  self  serving  declaration.  I  will  ask  counsel 
to  state  the  object  for  which  it  is  offered. 

on^the  record.  ThC  U'"er  iS  °fferefl-  n,u'  <m,nsel  >»'*  bi*  objection 

he  offeii'h?ER:  C0l,nSel’  the"’  ,lerli,K'"  t0  sta,e  for  what  purpose 
(After  a  pause.) 

Mr.  Lester:  Counsel  makes  no  answer. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

.,9*  1)r;  H!ird’  (Il<1  you  know  anything  about  your  grandfather’s 
"ill-  who  was  the  executor  named  in  it9  A  Ye*  T  was 
named  as  executor.  ’  1  "as 

144  t  sratsis  ys<:z  z  ars 

"h"  hi-  S 

Q.  Did  he  do  so?  A.  No. 

1  ">  Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  speak  to  you  about  this  matter 
of  an  inventory?  A.  This  conversation  with  my  grand- 
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father  about  the  inventory  was  several  years  ago.  I  asked  him  for 
it  again  later  on,  and  he  said  no,  and  that  settled  it.  I  was  over 
here  in  February  on  Lincoln’s  Birthday,  the  12th  of  February  I 
think  it  was,  and  1  said,  Cramp  you  have  got  your  inventory  down 
tnere.  i  said,  Are  you  going  to  give  it  to  me  this  vear?”  lie 
said,  i\o;  1  can  take  care  of  my  own  affairs.  As  soon  as'  1  am  dead 
yen  can  have  everything  to  take  care  of."  So  I  said  no  more  about 
it,  and  I  talked  about  other  things;  and  returned  in  the  evening 

v,  *,°  chTRe.  ;lotl,es-  1  'vas  «oi,l«  out  to  dinner 

at  the  New  \\  lllard,  and  while  I  was  in  that  room.  Mrs  Cramer 

came  into  the  room  and  said,  “Why  don’t  you  ask  your  grandfather 

again  for  an  inventory?”  I  told  her  that  I  had  done  so  and  he  had 

refused,  and  I  knew  his  disposition,  that  he  meant  no.  She  kent 

urging  me  to  do  so,  and  1  presume  she  had  l>een  talking  to  him. 

Mr.  Lester:  That  is  objected  to  as  being  whollv  immaterial 
irrelevant  and  improper.  '  ltu’ 

A.  (Continuing:)  So  when  I  went  hack  l  said,  “Cramp/  are 
\ou  gpmg’to  change  your  mind  and  give  me  an  inventory ?”  He 
san  .  No  Unit  was  all  that  was  said  about  it.  I  had  no  more 
han  got  home  than  I  received  a  letter  stating  that  all  I  came  over 
to  do  was  to  find  out  about  his  money  affairs,  to  try  to  eet  his  in¬ 
ventory,  and  that  1  didn  t  care  anything  about  him. 

156  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Doctor,  did  you  ever  invite  your  grandfather  to  make  his 
home  with  you? 

Mr.  Lestek:  Objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  immaterial. 

A.  Very  often. 

Q.  V  hat  did  he  say  in  reference  to  the  matter? 

Mr.  Lester  :  Objected  to  because  it  is  hearsav. 

A.  He  said  he  liked  the  climate  of  Washington  the  best  of  anv 
idace  lie  had  ever  been  and  he  thought  he  would  stay  here  the  rest 
of  Ins  life.  \\  hen  J  was  here  in  February  he  was  feeble  and  he,  at 
lat  time,  promised  me  that  when  I  came  over  in  June  he  would 
come  and  stay  and  live  with  me.  That  was  the  agreement  that  he 
wouldhve  wall  me  in  the  summer.  I  asked  him  VX/’and  Itay 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  Mrs.  Cramer  anywhere  except  in  her  apart¬ 
ments  here  in  Washington?  A.  I  have  seen  her  a  few  times  in 
w  c^cw  5  ork  and  once  in  Oreenwbch. 

lo'  .  (i,Dl<l.aJ,e  or  no.t  sPe»k  to  you  with  reference  to  Mr.  Tlurd’ 

O  ‘if  <  ld’,f  es  Slri ■  ,H.e  "!l!i  tlle  subject* of  discussion. 

home/hA ’wt  ,y  1,nf’m,d  ^  my  a‘  *°  Mr-  Hurd’s  life  in  her 
v’r  u: '  '  "bj,  she  told  me  how  mean  and  penurious  he  was 

about  money  matters,  lie  would  never  give  her  anything,  and  it  was 
hard  to  collect  her  hoard.  I  discussed  the  matter ‘with  her  and  told 

n  iU°"  e  incompetent  I  considered  rnv  grandfather 

on  tile  subject  of  spiritualism  ami  she  told  me  she  would  do  everv- 

11— 2483a  - 
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thing  she  could  to  protect  him  against  spiritualists  and  mediums 
that  pretended  to  l>e  spiritualists,  and  adventurous  women  trving  to 
marry  him  for  his  money.  * 

(}.  I>id  you.  at  that  time,  put  confidence  in  her  statements9  \  I 
did. 


Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

Q.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  your  grandfather’s  illness  in 
March,  suspect  that  Mrs.  Cramer  herself  was  getting  money  from 
him? 


Mr.  I  tester:  The  same  objection. 


A.  No  sir. 

<i.  Doctor,  were  you  present  at  the  taking  of  Mr.  Hurd  s  deix>si- 
tion  on  August  12th  last?  A.  Yes  sir. 

158  Q.  Were  you  in  the  room?  A.  Yes  sir. 

.Q-  Mere  you  in  the  room  when  Mrs.  Cramer  entered9 
A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  1  wish  you  would  state  what  occurred? 


Mv.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant.  The  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  Court  should  show  any  and  all  things  that  are  relevant 
to  this  case. 


A.  M\  giandfather  was  taken  very  seriouslv  sick  a  few  davs  be¬ 
fore.  and  was  still  confined  to  his  bed.  Mv  wife  was  sitting  beride 
the  bed.  I  and  Mr.  Pierce,  Mr.  McLean.  Mr.  Ford,  and  I  think  Mr. 
oirney .  were  in  the  room.  Mrs.  Cramer  came  in  at  the  same  time 
1  was  standing  near  the  bed.  back  from  the  bed  somewhat.  Mrs. 
Cramer  rushed  up  to  the  bed.  There  was  somewhat  of  a  commotion 
She  put  her  hands  on  Mr.  Hurd’s  chest  and  looked  into  his  eyes  and 
stared  at  him  like  a  person  she  was  trying  to  hypnotise.  She  said. 
“O!  Mir.  Hurd,  they  have  got  you  at  last;  tliev  have  got  you  at  h\<i 
I  his  is  Laurie.  I  am  here.’*  And  Mr.  Birnev  touched  her  on  the 
shoulder  and  requested  her  to  retire.  She  paid  no  attention  to  it 
whatever.  1  requested  her  to  sit  down.  She  paid  no  attention  what¬ 
ever  to  it.  At  that  time  I  took  her  bv  one  arm.  and  Mr 
lob  Pierce  took  her  by  the  other  arm.  and  we  just  simple  drew 
her  back  enough  from  the  l>ed  to  stand  between  her  and  the 

t>ed. 


Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q  M  position  did  you  take  while  the  testimony  of  Mr  Hurd 
was  being  taken?  A.  I  was  prepared  to  sit  down.  Mrs.  Cramer  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  in  a  manner  that  wa<  unusual.  She  used  her  eves  and 
stared,  shook  her  head  at  my  grandfather,  and  1  stood  between  her 
.  hioi.  so  as  to  shield  him  from  this  continuous  attempt  to 

lb()  influence  and  intimidate  the  witness,  and  at  that  time  1  de- 

liberately  turned  my  back  on  my  grandfather  and  looked  out 
of  the  window  or  looked  at  the  stenographer,  so  that  it  could  not  be 
said  that  I  was  in  any  way  trying  to  influence  the  witness,  and  Mrs. 
Cramer,  during  that  time,  when  the  answers  were  given,  she  would 
shake  her  head  and  say  no,  and  then  she  would  whisper.  “IPs  a  lie.” 
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when  he  answered  the  questions,  and  she  had  other  means  of  trying 
to  influence  and  intimidate  the  witness.  Tf  she  could  crane  her  neck 
by  me.  she  would  do  it.  T  did  my  best  to  keep  !>etween  her  and  the 
witness  and  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  defendant’s  counsel. 

Mr.  Lester:  So  much  of  the  answer  as  relates  to  the  opinion  of 
the  witness  is  objected  to.  because  it  is  his  opinion  and  not  any  evi¬ 
dence  of  anv  fact 

•j  • 

161  Q.  I  wish  you  would  examine  the  l>ooks  I  now  show  you, 
six  in  numl>er,  and  state  whether  you  have  had  possession  of 
them?  (Handing  hooks  to  witness.)  A.  (After  examination:) 
They  have  l>een  in  my  possession. 

Q  M  here  did  you  get  them?  A.  From  my  grandfather. 

Q.  W  ere  these  the  books  that  you  got  from  his  room  at  Mrs 
Cramer’s?  A.  They  were  gotten  from  Mrs.  Cramer.  Either  my 
father  or  myself  got  them.  T  cannot  identify  each  individual  book 
as  to  which  was  gotten  by  whom. 

Q.  Can  you  identify  them  as  Imoks  belonging  to  your  grand¬ 
father.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes:  by  the  handwriting. 

Mr.  Ford:  We  will  have  these  marked  for  identification. 

(Note. — The  books  referred  to  were  marked  for  Identification 
“L.  M.  II.  Nos.  2.  3,  4,  5,  and  6  &  7.) 


162  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Examine  the  paper  I  now  show  you  and  state  whether  or  not 
you  can  identify  the  handwriting.  A.  It  is  grandfather’s  hand¬ 
writing. 

Q.  You  referred  in  your  testimony  this  morning  to  a  certain  will 
made  by  your  grandfather.  Can  you  state  whether  or  not  that  is 
the  will  you  refer  to?  A.  No  sir;  this  is  another  will. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  the  one  to  which  you  re¬ 
ferred?  A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  It  was  not  among  the  papers  turned  over  to  you?  A.  No  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  this  in  evidence,  as  it  has  been  shown  to 

163  the  witness. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 
(Note. — The  paper  referred  to  was  marked  ‘‘Exhibit  A  H  No 
16.”) 


By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Dr.  Hurd,  among  the  papers  that  you  received  from  Mrs. 
Cramer  and  obtained  from  the  desk  at  her.apartments,  did  you  find 
any  bank  books  on  the  Washington  Loan  Trust  Company,  show¬ 
ing  the  account  of  Mr.  Hurd  with  the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust 
Company?  A.  Yes  sir. 


Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

«/ 

Q.  T  show  you  this  book  and  ask  you  if  that  is  the  book  that  you 
found  there  (showing  witness  a  book)  ?  A.  Yes  sir;  I  found  that 
among  the  other  books. 
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with'  ,hidwTfi!!.d  ariy  "‘her  showing  Mr.  Hurds  account 

nitli  the  M  ashington  Loan  &  I  rust  Company?  ,\.  X,,  sjr 

• "  .rV°V,-  •  any  cance,ed  drawn  t>v  him  on  hi*  ac- 

count  in  the  Washington  Loan  ft  Trust  Company?  A.  No  sir. 

allowing  his  account  with  the 
Citizens  State  Rank  of  St.  Charles,  Minnesota?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Ih4  Q.  Look  at  the  hooks  I  now  hand  you  and  state  whether 

,r,  .  .  0r,  nT*f  *  ,ei?  "ere  1,10  ,>ooks  (sll°wing  witness  books)  ?  A 
I  his  book  T  found  among  the  effects  in  the  desk  at  Mrs  Cramer's 
house. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  search  for  any  books  containing 

v  Tm?'p"'S  <>f  ,  e|,T"'  ‘V  Mr-  Iir"nl  in  the  Washington  Loan 
,  1  n,sl  Company  subsequent  to  the  date  of  this  hook  that  has 

been  produced  and  offered  in  evidence?  A.  Yes  sir.  T  searched 
the  desk  and  al  parts  of  the  room  and  effects  I  could  find. 

Nh>  ”nVP  'V°U  an.v  hooks  showing  any  such  entries?  A. 


Cross-exa  mi  na  t  i  on . 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Doctor .  are  you  the  plaintiff  in  this  case?  A.  Yes  sii. 

(J.  In  Paragraph  -1  of  your  hill  you  state  that  Fenton  .1  Hn-d 
was  fr«m,  about  the  year  1891  to  the  early  part  of  1010.  .,  ,e-id.mt 

\  Tl  f  lt  V  <lf  "  !1'^,l'nRUl'1'  "  h<‘ ''e  did  he  reside  prior  to  that  lime? 

A.  That  was  in  1X91.  From  1X91  to  1910.  Prior  to  that  time  he 
resided  a  major  part  of  that  time  in  Saratoga. 

Q.  That  was  his  home,  then,  Saratoga?  A.  1  presume  he  c-dicd 
it  his  home. 

Q.  You  speak  of  a  major  part  of  the  time.  Did  he  reside  else¬ 
where  at  other  portions?  A.  He  went  west  for  several  months  «ach 

>ear.  and  T  think  yes..  I  am  sure  he  and  mv  grandmother  wont 
south  several  winters. 

,  Q-  Were  those  merely  visits,  or  did  they  make  their  resi- 
Ibb  deuce  there?  A.  No;  they  went  west  and  south  on  business 
(J.  Their  home  was  Saratoga?  A.  Yes.  Saratoga 

Q.  And  his  wife  died  in  1891?  A.  In  1891. 

Q.  And  after  that  he  made  Washington  his  home  until  191  ' 
you  say?  A.  He  was  there  the  major  part  of  his  time. 

Q.  Did  he  not  make  Washington  his  home  during  that  time?  A 
The  same  as  he  made  Saratoga  his  home.  Yes.  he  was  here  the 
major  part  of  his  time. 

Q.  He  did  not  return  to  Saratoga  to  live?  A.  No,  not  after  that. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know  he  did  not  go  to  anv  place  else  to  live  ex¬ 
cept  Washington :  did  lie?  A.  He  went  west!  and  it  is  my  impres¬ 
sion  he  stayed  west  at  one  time  a  considerable  period;  nearly  a  yepr  • 
something  like  that.  T  don’t  remember  how  long. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that?  A.  1  could  not  say. 

Q.  Several  years?  A.  Yes,  quite  a  while. 

Q.  Then  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  has  his  home  been  in 
Washington?  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  W  hen  did  he  cease  to  make  his  home  in  Washington?  A.  In 
March  of  this  year 

lh7  Q.  What  date  did  he  leave  Washington?  A.  TTe  left 
here  March  17th. 

Q-  That  was  the  time  he  was  ill?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  WThen  he  went  with  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  at  the  time  he  went  whether  he  intended  to  re¬ 
turn  or  not?  A.  Tie  was  too  sick  on  that  occasion  to  make  up  his 
mind  whether  he  intended  to  return  or  not. 

Q.  A  on  took  him  while  he  was  ill?  A.  Yes. 

Q-  It  was  not  a  matter  of  his  own  volition  at  all,  was  it?  A. 
As  l  say,  he  was  not  in  shape  to  say.  One  time  he  would  say  he  was 
going  and  another  time  he  would  say  he  was  not.  lie  was  actually 
not  in  a  state  to  say  where,  he  was  going,  and  T  had  to  take  care 
of  him. 

Q.  Where  did  you  take  him?  A.  To  my  home. 

Q.  W  here?  A.  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  there?  A.  He  stayed  there  until  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  June. 

Q.  And  then  he  went  where?  A.  Then  he  went  up  to  my 
father’s  or  his  son’s,  for  the  summer,  to  visit  him. 

168  Q.  And  where  is  that?  A.  WThallonsburg,  New  York. 

Q.  Is  he  there  vet?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  went  there  to  visit  him?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ts  he  making  his  home  with  his  son.  or  is  he  coming  back  to 
live  with  you?  A.  If  his  health  is  sufficiently  strong  in  the  fall, 
when  it  gets  fall,  for  him  to  come  back  to  me,  he  is  coming  back. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that  sufficiently  strong  to  enable  him  to 
travel?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  stated  that  a  considerable  period  during  the  time 
vou  have  mentioned  he  lived  with  Laura  R.  Cramer.  Do  you  know 
how  long  he  lived  with  her?  A.  T  cannot  positively  state,  but  for 
the  last  several  years.  He  went  with  her,  I  think  it  was  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1903. 

Q.  December,  1903?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  your  best  recollection?  A.  That  is  my  impression, 
and  1  think  he  has  been  with  her  most  of  the  time  since  then. 

Q.  Do  you  know  with  whom  he  lived  before  he  lived  with  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  No;  T  am  very  hazy  about — I  know  the  different 
places  where  he  has  lived,  but  where  he  lived  immediately 

169  before  he  lived  with  Mrs.  Cramer  T  could  not  positively  state. 

I  could  tell  you  the  names  of  the  places  he  lived  previously. 

but  which  one  came  next  to  Mrs.  Cramer  I  could  not  swear  to. 

Q.  When  did  vou  leave  school — T  think  vou  said  vou  grad¬ 
uated  in  1895?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  lived  prior  to  that?  A.  I  think  at 
that  time,  when  1  was  a  student,  he  was  living  with  Mrs.  Shafer. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  him  in  Washington  during  that  time,  while 
you  were  a  student?  A.  Yes  sir;  he  was  at  Mrs.  Shafer’s  at  the 

time. 
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Q.  You  began  practicing  in  189.V?  A.  I  did  not  begin  to  prac¬ 
tice  until  about  three  years  later. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  during  those  two  or  three  years?  A.  I 
was  taking  a  post  graduate  course  and  studying  in  the  hospital.  1 
think  it  was  in  1899 — I  had  a  private  practice. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  your  grandfather  while  you  were  taking  that 
{K)st  graduate  course?  A.  lie  visited  me  once,  but  I  could  not 
swear  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  Where  did  he  visit  you?  A.  At  the  Brooklyn  Hospital. 
17A  n  here  were  living  then?  A.  In  the  hospital. 

^  .  11  vOU  leH  lls  how  many  times  you  probably  visited 

ci  r  j  11n.1  Washington  during  the  time'  he  was  with  Mrs. 
Mia  ter  and  while  you  were  taking  the  post  graduate  course?  A.  I 
could  not  tell  you  how  many  times  for  a  particular  period. 

\\  oiild  you  say  as  many  as  half  a  dozen?  A.  No,  I  could  not. 
Ivess  than  that. 

Q.  Then  you  began  to  practice  in  1899?  A.  Yes 
Q.  Where  did  you  live  then?  A.  New  York. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  in  New  York?  A.  I  moved  from 
Brookhn  to  New  4  ork  about  six  months  before  1  started  practicing 
1  opened  an  office  in  January. 

Q.  The  question  is  how  long?  A.  You  mean  how  long  have  I 
been  m  New  York  now? 

Q.  Is  your  home  in  New  York  now?  A.  Mv  business  is  in  New 
York. 

Q.  But  your  home?  A.  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

Q.  My  previous  question  was  how  long  vou  had  lived  in  New 
}.  ork  4  on  went  from  Brooklyn  to  New  York.  How  long  did  vou 
' ,1ere-  A-  T  hved  there  from  1899  until— four  vears  ago- 

Q.  During  the  time  you  lived  in  New  York  did  your  grand- 
father  visit  you?  A.  He  visited  me  twice. 

ArJ^  during  that  time  how  many  times  did  vou  visit 

him  .  A.  I  could  not  positively  sav;‘  two  or  three  times 
.Maybe  once  a  year. 

Q.  Then  you  went  to  Greenwich  four  years  ago.  A.  Yes. 

Q.  ?ince  you  have  been  to  Greenwich  how  manv  times  has  vour 
grandfather  visited  you?  A.  He  has  lieen  up  there  twice 

Q.  M  hen  was  the  last  time?  A.  He  was  up  there  last  summer. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay?  A.  T  think  he  staved  two  or  three 
weeks.  Mv  impression  is  three  weeks. 

Q.  Was  anyone  e’se  with  him?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  anyone  come  with  him?  4  No 

befVthat"  1907.e  'here  bef°re  ^  A<  He  there  the  s,,mmer 

Q.,How  long  did  he  stay  there?  A.  T  should  sav  about  three 
weeks. 

Q-  „Th.en  'hat.  time  lle  stayed  in  the  neighborhood  of  three 
weeks:  A.  i  es  sir. 

Q.  W  as  he  by  himself  on  the  first  occasion?  A.  No: _ I  think 

he  came  alone  and  Mrs.  Cramer  came  up  later. 


mm 
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Q.  And  how  long  was  Mrs.  Cramer  there?  A.  A  few  days. 
172  Q.  Then  he  has  visited  you  twice  at  Greenwich?  A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q.  And  on  those  two  occasions  they  were  merely  visits,  and  he 
stayed  in  the  neighborhood  of  about  three  wTeeks;*is  that  correct? 
A.  Yes. 


Q.  Those  were  the  years  of  1908  and  1909,  were  they?  A.  My 
impression  is  it  was  1907  and  1908. 

Q.  1907  and  1908?  A.  Yes.  He  did  not  come  there  in  1909 
and  1910. 


Q.  I  thought  you  said  last  summer,  1909?  A.  No,  the  summer 
lief  ore  that. 

Q-  He  never  made  his  residence  in  Greenwich?  A.  Tie  was  there 
visiting  me  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  But  he  never  made  his  home  there  at  all?  A.  No  sir. 


Q\  ^L  011  Jlave  stated  that  the  last  ten  years,  last  past,  he  has  been 
physically  incapable  of  managing  his  own  business  affairs.  Tell  me 
what  knowledge  you  had  on  that  subject?  A.  I  had  the  knowledge 
that  T  spoke  of  this  morning,  that  he  was  absolutely  incapable  of 
managing  anything  in  which  he  was  influenced  by  spiritualism. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  was  he  capable  of  managing  business  on  all 
other  subjects,  where  he  was  not  influenced  by  spiritualism?  A. 
I  think  he  has  gotten  childish  as  the  time  goes  on,  and  is  less  capable 
of  taking  care  of  his  affairs  than  he  was  ten  years  ago. 

173  Q.  Naturally  you  would  think  so;  but  my  question  is 
whether  or  not  you  thought  his  incapacity  related  only  to 
spiritualism  or  whether  it  was  related  to  all  matters  pertaining  to 
business?  A.  I  think  he  largely  used  spiritualism  as  a  guide  in 
his  business. 


Q.  Did  you  consider  him  capable  in  matters  not  connected  with 
spiritualism?  A.  I  thought  he  was  fairly  capable,  for  his  age. 
Q-  I  util  how  long  since?  A.  What  do  you  mean? 

Q.  Do  you  now  consider  him  capable  of  attending  to  business? 
A.  No. 


Q.  You  said  you  did  consider  him  fairly  so.  I  ask  for  how  long 
a  period?  Until  when  did  you  consider  him  capable  of  attending 
to  business?  A.  I  could  not  state  positively  when  he  went  over 
the  line  where  he  was  capable  of  attending  to  business. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  or  so  far  as  you  have  means  of  observation , 
when  did  he  become  incapacitated?  A.  When  I  went  over  his 
f jt  t  e  a  ay  e  toolv  care  of  his  business,  I  found  he 
was  wholly  incapable.  When  that  period  began  I  do  not  know,  but 
when  I  found  it  out  it  w*as  in  March. 

Q.  Then  you  gathered  that  information  from  which  you  made 
this  allegation  from  his  books  and  letters,  and  probably 
174  also  from  what  yen  have  said  to  him,  talked  to  him?  A. 
Mainly  from  his  written  statements. 

Q.  And  these  written  statements  are  the  letters  and  books  which 
have  been  offered  in  evidence?  A.  I  presume  they  will  be. 

Q.  You  say  you  presume?  A.  They  have  not  been  offered. 
They  are  all  here. 


etc.,  vs.  Laura  r.  cramer. 

k  £££S.f“£  'SMT"  *r,d  ,or  1  — ! 

tion.’  Up°n  thttt  illfor,natio"  ,I|J"  you  made  this  allega¬ 

tion 'an, /‘Lit  f"  ,\ny0Ul  !t"ake  '*  |,0!?‘ive!>'  instea<1  of  on  iufonna- 
intana  e  \  f  Tl '  y  -I  ,d  y°V“y  ,hat  !ll,rinS  ‘hat  Period  he  was 
wa,  i^pable.'  *  Wn“en  6Vldenw  °f  hls  ^  ^wed  that  he 

tioned'v''  \hevJiUt;V  .eVidenCe  y,°U  ,mean  the  l>ooks  -'on  have  men- 
uone<K  A.  lei',  the  account  books. 

Q.  Part  of  vour  bill  is  based  on  information  and  belief  *  the  other 
pan  is  asserted  positively.  Did  you  establish  any  distinction  he 

rui'isrrt: u  . . .  mw 

AS  s 

* »  !  »  «?"•“:  t»  ‘teiarsi  ***-*5 

,xsll  'Mrs; . .  ' ■«. 

t. ™.ti™’.Id'wi.?”relt  . . . .  ”•*  w  A.  I„- 

and  bSi1ehdidi  V7s'  a"°Rex  ,.ha‘  f  a  tact  if  it  was  upon  information 

~  i'  arASrts  £ 

you  theUtreJoii,"whv’t  U\d  1" swore 'to  ‘i?'*!  1  "m  ,rying  to  from 
•old  ■ tie  so  as  a  fact.'  I,  was  his  Ze.tm,  ZtTJr  KnadM^ 

u. n L'isa.s  £i  SmJ  .ii.r^r  in,h- ,he 

information  and  belief'  *l  »  h  *'  "mt  aI*>  uPon 

reposed  the  greatest  confidence  in  her.  ’  ''  °,*ervat,°”’  <>'a<  he 

Q-  J I  hat,  then,  was  your  observation?  A  Yes 
W-  And  the  other  information  and  belief?  A  Yes  sir 

176  I  Ji'  a  spirhial'ist^"0;1  H  ,,ime,  ,las  Mr.,  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
years  '  ?  A‘  He  has  a  spiritualist  for  many 

ahoQutThunVS  indefinite‘  A'  WelL  l>efore  I  knew  anything 

Yes'  And  y°U  hflVe  known  him  over  ?'n<'e  you  were  a  boy?  A. 

Q.  bis  wife  also  a  spiritualist?  A  Ye« 

,b*  ““  ™  Wt  A.  A, 

AmSii"'MlW.ili.”‘i pin  in'^ir'Ctaf  A.  yS*."'"'  '"“I 
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Q.  All  during  the  time  of  your  young  manhood  and  boyhood? 
A.  les. 

Q.  Did  your  grandmother  also  entertain  the  l>elief  that  it  was 
possible  tor  departed  spirits  to  communicate  through  mediums?  A 
Yes. 

Q.  And  your  grandfather  has  had  that  belief  ever  since  you  have, 
known  him?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  why  did  you  say  your  grandfather  was  greatly  influenced 
with  respect  to  all  business  matters  by  communications  received  bv 
him  purporting  to  come  from  his  deceased  wife,  as  set  forth  in 
paragraph  5?  A.  Because  he  had  written  me  letters  in  which  he 

_  had  told  me  of  the  communications  he  had  had  concerning 

1 i  business  affairs  and  things  he  had  asked  of  his  dead  wife 

about  my  business  affairs;  and  he  advised  me  by  the  letters 
what  to  do. 

Q.  Did  you  establish  any  distinction  between  business  and  other 
matters?  A.  I  think  he  used  the  communications  of  the  spirits  for 
both  business  and  for  information  about  his  departed  wife. 

(I  Then  the  influence  which  was  exercised  upon  him  did  not 
lelate  alone  to  business  matters?  A.  No;  all  matters. 

Q.  You  did  not  mean  to  imply  it  did?  A.  No;  all  matters. 

(}.  then  you  said  that  he  was  influenced  esjieciallv  when  the 
communications  came  to  him  through  the  medium  of  tlie  defendant 
Cramer.  \\  as  the  influence  more  by  communications  which  came 
from  her  than  from  anybody  else  that  you  know  of?  A.  I  should 
most  decidedly  say  so,  because  he  had  communications — he  had  been 
getting  them  for  years,  and  he  had  never,  up  to  that  time,  begun 
to  give  away  large  amounts  of  money  until  he  got  them  from  Mrs. 
Cramer. 

Q.  Then  it  was  upon  the  information  you  had  of  him  giving 
large  amounts  of  money  which  made  von  allege  this  as  a  fact?  A 
Yes. 

Q-  Then  that  statement  is  upon  information  and  belief?  A.  You 
can  take  mv  word  for  it — information  and  belief  and  fact. 
178  I  am  telling  you  just  exactly  as  it  was. 

Q-  Tn  Paragraph  <>  you  allege  that  Laura  IL  Cramer,  “who 
encouraged  him  in  such  !>elief  and  herself  acted  the  part  of  a  me¬ 
dium  and  frequently  presented  him  with  communications  purport¬ 
ing  to  have  been  received  by  her  for  him  from  his  deceased  wife  and 
signed  Mary’  how  do  you  know  that  to  he  a  fact,  if  it  is  a  fact? 
A.  I  allege  it,  do  I  not? 

Q.  Aes.  That  is  what  1  am  asking,  why  you  allege  it.  A.  Be¬ 
cause  my  grandfather  told  me  so. 

Q-  Hut  you  allege  it  as  a  fact,  not  upon  information  and  belief. 
A.  T  take  my  grandfather’s  word  to  be  a  fact. 

Q  Has  your  testimony  today  been  upon  information  and  belief. 
A.  Just  as  it  comes  up.  I  tell  you  whether  I. heard  it  from  him 
my  grandfather,  or  whether  it  is  my  own. 

Q.  I  mean  before  T  commenced  to  ask  you  questions,  did  you 
testify  from  your  own  knowledge  or  from  what  your  grandfather 


12— 2483a 


90  FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC..  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

told  you?  A.  I  testified  from  my  own  knowledge  and  on  the  knowl- 
edge  I  had  gained. 

Q.  You  mean  from  what  your  grandfather  told  vou?  \  When 

I  said  anything  my  grandfather  told  me  I  stated  it  as  a  conversation 
to  winch  you  objected. 

(2.  “Communications  | mi-porting  to  have  been  received  bv  her 
from  his  deceased  wife  and  signed  ‘.Mary.’  ”  Was  your  information 

i-<i  °“  ‘if  .i  J.r'  l,a<e^  e,u:rl-y  °n  -alters  toi.i  m  you  i,v  your 

l-.<  grandfather?  A.  No.  He  has  written  to  me  that  he  has  had 

letters  from  .Mary  saying  such  and  such  things 
<2.  Is  your  information  based  entirely  upon  what  your  grand¬ 
father  told  you  and  upon  what  he  wrote  to  you?  A.  bn  what  he 
wrote  me,  yes. 

Q-  Is  it  based  upon  any  other  information?  A.  No  sir 

Or  any  other  knowledge.  A.  I  do  not  quite  understand  vour 
question.  • 

Q.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  written  communi¬ 
cations  written  by  Laura  It.  Cramer  and  signed  “Mary”?  \  Not 
except  what  he  has  written  me  and  what  he  has  told  me 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Never?  A.  No. 

Q.  Your  grandfather  never  showed  you  anv  letters  signed  Mate 
which  purported  to  be  written  bv  Mrs.  Cramer'  \  vn 
(2.  Your  father  never  did?  A.  \„.  '  ‘  0 

v(vY°mi<lid  n<U  ?n.d  ®"y . amongst  your  grandfather’s  papers’ 
A.  No.  here  were  lots  of  things  we  did  not  find  among  his  panels. 

h.  *'nd  you  have  not  seen  any  such  letters?  \  vn 

180  (2.  Have  you  seen  any  letters  signed  Mary  which  purported 

to  come  from  anybody  else?  A.  No.  11 

Q.  Other  than  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  your  grandfather  “Bv  reason  of  tl.p 
great  confidence  reposed  by  him  in  the  said  Laura  I*  Cra  ner°  was 
influenced  by  her  and  accepted  any  such  communications  as  ™ 
have  mentioned  in  paragraph  <>  of  your  bill?  A.  What  is  para- 

f  cl  p  H  >3  • 

(2.  It  says  that  by  reason  of  his  great  confidence  in  her  she  had  a 
controlling  influence  over  him  and  “He  readilv  accepted  such  com 
nunncations  as  in  fact  having  been  made  to  him  bv  hi.s  decea^d 

e’\t  J  n1111  ‘°  ,knV"  ho";  -von  kno'v  that?  A.  I  saw  the  influ 
enee  Mrs.  Cramer  had  over  him  and  I  saw  the  great  confidence  he 
reposed  in  her  several  years  before.  n<€  Je 

•  Bu9l  yJ?u  ^  see  t,1(i  communications  that  vou  sneak  of 
in  there.  A.  No.  He  stated  to  me  that  lie  ImH  1 1  n-v.  1  . 

(ions,  and  he  acted  upon  them  tl,ese 

beSf^A.  Yes  sT  <>f  V°"r  bi"  wa*  “P°"  -formation  and 

Q*  ^  paragraph  <  vou  sav  that  T  anm  T-?  p,  u  <• 

fluent  occasions,  during  the  more 

i8i 

and  pretended  came  from  his  deceased  wife.”  '  How'do  yw 
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know  that?  A.  lie  told  me  she  had  written  between  50  and  100 
letters  of  that  character. 

Q.  And  upon  such  telling  you  swore  to  that  as  a  positive  fact. 
A.  upon  information  and  belief. 

Q.  ^  ou  do  not  state  upon  information  and  belief,  and  what  I 
\\ant  to  get  at  is  why  you  did  not?  A.  I  presume  it  is.  I  do  not 
know,  lou  have  the  paper;  1  have  not  got  it. 

Q.  ^  ou  read  this  bill  you  signed  and  swore  to,  did  you  not9  A 
Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  say  that  those  communications  contained  sugges¬ 
tions  and  requests  that  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  should  place  large  sums  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  Laura  R.  Cramer.  Is  that  a  fact?  A.  He 
told  me  so  and  also  wrote  the  letters  that  I  saw  in  which  he  made 
the  statement  that  that  was  so. 

Q.  Where  are  those  letters?  A.  Tliev  are  in  the  possession  of 
counsel. 

Q.  Letters  which  he  wrote?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Saying  so?  A.  Yes. 

-ioo  9'  To  whom?  A.  To  Mrs.  Shafer. 

182  Q.  To  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  on  certain  occasions  he  gave  her 
money  large  sums,  and  you  have  given  the  dates,  in  paragraph  7. 
u  /'ere  those  allegations  merely  ii|K>n  information  and  belief?  A. 

°i  tv  iWCre  t,‘e  facts’  tIle  evidence  of  drafts  and  endorsements. 

W.  ind  you  have  personal  knowledge  of  it  yourself?  A.  I  do 
not  know  what  better  evidence  1  could  have  than  when  the  bank 
returned  me  those  drafts  and  endorsements. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  evidence  you  have?  A.  My  grandfather 
stated  to  me  that  lie  gave  it  to  her.  *  h 

fore'  Bef°re  °r  af,er  y°U  KOt  ,h°Se  ,irafts?  A-  He  stated  to  me  be- 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that?  A.  Yes.  He  stated  that  he  had  given 
the  motie\  away  Ik* fore  1  got  the  drafts. 

Q.  Hid  lie  say  he  had  given  it  to  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  Yes  sir. 

vo,  i  Kl  V\°i"  n rl  sav  .vour  examination  in  chief  that  the  first 
•  1  knew  Mrs.  Cramer  had  got  any  money  at  all  was  when  von 

got  those  drafts?  A.  When  I  got  the  drafts-the  actual  evidence 
was  the  drafts,  was  it  not?  That  is  what  I  say  now 

Q'  Tu  IT  ?rand{ather  told  before  you  got  the 

iso  ,11  !e  ,’ad  RIVen  t,le  n,oney  to  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  He 

loo  told  me  he  had  given  $10,000. 

•A  iMh*n  test^ied  on  your  examination  in  chief  vou 

Sdwfts  the'lTf10'^ - A-  The/eal  g00d  information  was 

tne  arait^,  the  actual  evidence  was  the  drafts? 

tiQ?e  Nevertheless  he  had  already  told  you?  A.  About  the  same 

Q.  That  he  had  given  her  $10,000.  A.  Yes  sir 

O  ThT  j?6  Same,time  or  before-  A-  I  think  it  was  before, 
y.  then  it  was  not  correct  when  you  stated  the  first  informa- 

Hentol°dUmed  Cam6  fr°m  the  drafts?  A'  The  real  information. 


92  FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

Q.  111011  some  pretended  information  came  from  vour  grandfather 
before  the  real  information  came  from  the  drafts?  '  Is  that  the  wav 
you  want  to  put  it?  A.  If  you  like.  y 

Q.  I  want  it  as  you  like?  A.  He  told  me  he  had  given  $10,000 
to  her.  I  did  not  know  about  the  rest  until  after  I  got  the  drafts. 
That  is  where  the  real  information  came  from. 

tel1  y°«  ,le  had  given  Mrs.  Cramer  $10,000?  A  Yes 
Q.  W  hen  ?  A.  He  told  me  before - — 

Q*  Greenwich0  ***  when  he  t(>1<1  you?  A*  After  ,le  eame  to 
1^1  Q.  Can  you  tell  me  when  it  was?  A.  When? 

n  ,p  Q-  'y,as  il  or  tliree  days  after?  A.  I  should  think  so. 
Q.  Two  or  three  days  after?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  was  it  a  month  after?  A.  No;' a  few  days  after  when  he 
l<eSan  to  feel  better  and  got  to  talking  business. 

Q.  \\  hen  did  you  get  tliose  drafts  from  St,  Charles’  \  I  eould 

Q.  How  did  you  get  them?  A.  1  wrote  and  requested  them. 

W-  Did  you  get  a  letter  returning  them?  \  Yes 

Q.  Have  you  got  that  letter?  A.  It  was  turned  over  with  the 
other  letters. 

Q.  I  will  ask  that  it  be  produced  and  that  mav  refresh  your  recol¬ 
lection.  A.  If  you  produce  the  envelope  I  can  tell  vou  when  it 
came. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  that  letter?  A.  I  turned  it  over  to  coun¬ 
sel. 

185  Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

o^inioo*1’  J)r'T  .v,Ml  <1,(1  not  ^e  those  drafts  until  after  June 

lyiUf  A.  1  cannot  swear  when  1  saw  the  drafts. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  before  thev  were  sent  here9  \  I  cannot 

swear  as  to  whether  1  got  them  first  and  sent  them  to  Mr  Ford  or 
whether  1  told  the  bank  to  send  them  direct  to  him. 

Q.  Ion  have  heard  Mr.  ford  state  thev  came  direct lv  from  St 
Charles  to  him,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes.  My  impression  is  that  part 
came  to  me  and  I  sent  them  down,  and  that  part  came  to  him  I 
am  not  sure. 

Q..  If  an>;  «a,,'e  'V  you  how  long  ,li,l  you  have  them  before 
lSb  sending  to  him?  A.  I  forwarded  them  right  awav.  I  had 

been  in  correspondence  with  the  bank  and  they  sent  me 

copies  of  the  drafts,  how  they  were  made  out.  who  signed  them  and 
who  endorsed  them. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  see  the  drafts  themselves  until  about  June 
28  or  a  few  days  before.  A.  I  do  not  know  what  date  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  drafts  which  were  sent  here  frbm  St.  Charles 
before  they  were  sent  here?  A  I  could  not  state  that. 

Q.  Did  you  go  out  to  St.  Charles?  A.  Not  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  go  between  March  17  and  June  28?  A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  state  whether  you  saw  the  drafts  be¬ 
tween -  A..  As  I  say,  T  had  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  with 

the  bank  They  sent  me  these  copies,  and  lists,  and  statements  of 
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bank  accounts.  That  is  where  1  gained  my  belief  about  it — their 
statements  to  me.  When  the  drafts  came  in  among  those  statements 
T  do  not  know.  They  came  in  as  a  mere  incident  among  those 
tilings  I  had  already  gained  my  belief  from.  • 

Q.  it  was  upon  information  then  you  got  from  the  bank,  in  let¬ 
ters  giving  the  endorsements  and  whatnot,  that  vou  founded  vour 
bill.  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  And  when  you  said  that  she  had  gotten,  on  May  *23. 
1ST  1004.  and  April  14,  1005,  and  so  forth,  certain  amounts  of 
money,  as  set  forth  in  paragraph  7  of  your  bill,  you  based 
that  upon  the  letters  which  you  had  received  from  St.  Charles.  A. 
I  think  the  drafts  were  here  by  the  time  that  bill  was  made  out;  T 
am  not  sure. 

_  » 

Q.  Then  you  based  it  in  part - A.  In  part  upon  information 

I  had  received  from  the  officers  of  the  bank. 

Q.  Where  are  those  letters  you  received  from  the  bank?  A. 

Thev  have  been  turned  over  to  the  attornevs. 

•  ___  •/ 

Q.  To  your  counsel?  A.  Yes. 

188  Q.  Why  did  you  say  the  defendant,  Cramer  gave  no  con¬ 
sideration  for  these  drafts,  if  you  did  not  know  anything 

about  the  delivers*  of  them  at  the  times  thev  were  delivered.  A.  T 

•  «. 

did  know  about  them  when  thev  were  delivered  from  the  bank. 

Q.  I  mean  at  the  time  they  were  delivered  to  her.  A.  Because 
grandfather  stated  it  to  be  a  fact. 

Q.  And  it  was  upon  that  information  only  you  made  the  allega¬ 
tion?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  allege  positively  in  paragraph  7 — “besides  which 
the  said  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer,  received  other  large  amounts 
at  divers  times.”  •  What  do  you  know  about  that?  A.  My  grand¬ 
father's  statement  that  he  gave  them  to  her. 

Q.  And  upon  your  grandfather’s  statement  that  he  gave  them 
to  her.  without  stating  the  amounts,  you  allege  positively  that  she 
did  receive  other  large  amounts?  A.  We  can  trace  them  in  the 
account  books,  where  they  disappeared. 

Q.  And  where  they  disappeared  in  the  account  books,  you  say 
she  got  them?  A.  He  says  she  got  them. 

Q.  Your  grandfather  has  testified  in  this  case,  has  he  not? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  heard  him?  A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  you  heard  him  testify  he  had  only  given 

189  $27,000?  A.  His  memory  is  not  very  good. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  anything  about  his  memory.  A.  I 
heard  him  testify  he  only  gave  her  $27,000,  I  think  if  was;  yes. 
Sometimes  his  memory  is  good  and  sometimes  it  is  not. 

Q.  It  is  good  on  some  subjects  and  poor  on  others?  A.  It  de¬ 
pends  on  how  his  physical  health  is.  Some  days  it  is  first  class  and 
on  other  davs  it  is  not  worth  anything. 

Q.  Wt  ien  you  allege  that  no  consideration  passed,  you  took  that 
merely  upon  your  grandfather’s  statement,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  allege  certain  matters  upon  information  and  belief, 
in  paragraph  8,  and  later  allege  positively  that  all  of  the  notes 
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which  you  mention,  the  Watson.  Miller  and  other  notes  are  in 
possession  of  the  \\  ashington  Loan  *  Trust  Company,  as  the  agent 
trustee,  and  that  the  defendant  company  has  heen  and  i*  receiving 

'  «rr;  ;;,d  ">■ .« >•»  STJt 

mu .  /i.  i  Hat  is  not  the  original  lull,  is  it? 

Q.  It  is  the  amended  bill.  A.  The  amended  hill9 

1  r,  )riThat  was  fro,n  t,l!‘  reP].V  Of  the  Trust  Company. 

ion  ti  *  you  volIr  information  from  the  response  of 

190  the  trust  company?  A.  Yes. 

.  Q-  y°u  a.^e^e  il  as  a  fm*t.  although  as  a  matter  of  fact 

if  was  merely  information  and  belief;  is  that  correct?  A.  I  do  not 

no"  ou  much  better  facts  you  want,  unless  their  accounts  are 
wrong,  which  is  an  unusual  thing. 

Q.  How  soon  after  your  grandfather  reached  vour  home  at  Green¬ 
wich,  Connecticut  was  it  that  he  told  you  about  giving  Mrs.  Cra¬ 
mer  any  money?  A.  I  could  not  positively  state,  .but  it  was  inside 
ot  a  few  days,  as  soon  as  be  became  physically  able  to  talk  about  such 
things,  and  to  remember  about  them. 

Q.  Did  you  immediately  apply  then  to  the  court  to  have  your¬ 
self  appointed  conservator  of  his  estate?  A.  No;  lie  gave  me  power 
of  attorney  to  take  care  of  his  affairs. 

Q.  How  soon  after  he  got  there  did  he  give  you  the  power  of  at¬ 
torney  .  A.  I  think  he  gave  it  to  me  within  a  day  or  two. 

Q.  Have  you  that  with  you?  A.  Tt  is  som-where  in  the  bunch 
( witness  produces  paper). 

Q.  A\  ho  drew  this  power  of  attorney?  A.  Mv  attorney 
Q.  Mr.  Pierce.  A.  Yes. 

Q.  \\  here?  A.  In  New  York. 

Q.  Where  was  your  grandfather  at  that  time?  A.  At  Greenwich. 
Connecticut. 

191  Q.  This  is  dated  the  18th  of  March.  Was  it  executed  on 
that  day?  A.  ^  ou  can  see  bv  the  notary. 

Q.  The  notary  says  on  the  19th  day  of  March.  A.  Then  it  was 
probably  the  18th.  the  day  before  the  notary  attested  the  signature 
of  the  witness. 

Q.  Do  T  understand  you  to  mean? - A.  The  notary  did  not 

witness  my  grandfathers  signature  because  be  was  sick  in  bed.  It 
was  witnessed  by  somebody  else  and  that  person  attested  bis  signa¬ 
ture  the  next  day. 

Q.  And  the  notary  took  it  the  next  day  after  it  was  signed?  \ 

Yes. 

Q.  The  notary’s  certificate  says  the  19th  day  of  March;  does  it 
not?  A.  I  do  not  know.  You  are  giving  me  the  dates  from  there 
I  am  relying  upon  you.  Whatever  they  are  there.  (Counsel  hands 
paper  to  witness.)  It  says  the  19th  day  of  March. 

Q.  \\  hat  time  of  day  was  it  when  vour  grandfather  signed  it 
on  the  18th  day  of  March?  A.  On  the  18th  day  of  March.  ' 

Q.  And  the  notary  took  the  acknowledgement  on  the  19th  day  of 
March.  A.  Yes,  the  next  day. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  your  ggrandfatherN  signed  it. 
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you  recall?  A.  1  presume  it  was  in  the  evening  because 
19-  I  was  not  home  in  the  day  time. 

Q-  ^hat  time  did  you  leave  Washington?  A.  I  left 
\\  asJnngton  early  in  the  morning? 

Q.  Of  what  da v ?  A.  The  17th. 

( l  What  time  <lid  you  get  to  Greenwich?  A.  hi  the  middle  of 
the  afternoon,  four  o’clock. 

( l  Did  you  go  to  New  York  that  day?  A.  No  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  talk  business  with  your  grandfather  that  night?  A. 
My  impression  is  that  1  did  not.  1  could  not  state. 

0-  Then  you  went  to  New  York  the  next  day?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  return  from  there?  A.  1  came  back  in  the 
afternoon  sometime. 

Q.  And  during  that  time  you  got  Mr.  Pierce  to  prepare  this 

power  of  attorney  for  you?  A.  No;  it  was  prepared  loim  before 
that. 

Q.  When  was  it  prepared?  A.  J  could  not  state  when  it  was 
made  out.  ]t  was  made  out  when  I  lirst  retained  him.  I  had  it  in 
my  possession  for  several  days. 

Q-  Then  it  was  written  before  you  came  to  Washington?  A.  It 

k. .»  was  written  between  the  first  and  second  visits  to  Washington 

l, M  ,  ^  was  the  first  visit?  When  I  was  telegraphed 

for.  L  think  the  11th  of  March.  1  went  home  Sunday.  I 
came  back  here  Wednesday,  according  to  my  impression,  and  then 
Mr.  Pierce  prepared  this  power  of  attorney  and  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Had  you  talked  business  with  your  grandfather?  A.  Down 
here? 


Q.  Yes.  A.  He  had  talked  business  with  me. 

(I  He  had  not  seen  this  power  of  attorney  at  all  until  you 
produced  it  and  showed  it  to  him?  A.  He  said  he  was  willing  to 
sign  a  power  of  attorney.  '  .  * 

Q.  That  was  while  he  was  at  Washington?  A.  Oh,  no. 

Q-  When  you  came  to  Washington  first,  was  it'?  A  I  came 
here  on  the  11th. 

Q.  March  11th?  A.  Yes  sir. 

0  In  response  to  a  telegram?  A.  Yes. 

niriit  "  hen  did  >0U  g°  h0me?  A'  1  left  here  ,he  13th>  Sunday 
Q.  Did  your  grandfather  go  with  you?  A.  No 
Q  When  did  your  grandfather  go?  A.  I  came  back  here  1  think 
Wednesday.  It  was  the  16th,  and  I  took  him  earlv  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  17th,  getting  back  the  afternoon  of  the  17th. 

194  Q.  Then  it  was  between  the  13th  and  the  16th  that  vou 
had  this  prepared,  while  you  were  in  New  York?  A.  Yes 
l  arrived  there  the  13th  and  I  came  back  here  the  16th  Mr 
Pierce,  whom  I  retained,  prepared  this  power  of  attorney 

Q.  On  the  13th  what  time  of  day  was  it  you  left  here  to  o-0  to 
New  York?  A.  That  was  the  first  time  I  went  back,  Sunday  night 
I  went  back  on  the  midnight  train.  ^ 

Q.  Then  you  were  with  your  grandfather  on  Saturday  and  Sun¬ 
day,  were  you  not?  A.  Friday  night,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
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Q.  At  the  hospital?  A.  He  was  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  except  Sunday. 
And  where  was  it  you  talked  business  affairs  with  him?  A. 
lie  talked  that  night,  and  talked  to  me  some  down  at  the  hospital. 

14.  Was  he  clear  in  Ins  mind  at  the  time?  A.  Part  of  the  time 
he  was  and  part  of  the  time  he  was  not. 

Q.  And  you  brought  back  this  power  of  attorney?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Expecting  to  have  it  executed  in  the  City  of  Washington* 
did  you  not?  A.  I  think  1  did.  '  M  ’ 

10-  1  H'  ^  you  not  ,iave  il  executed  here,  if  you  know? 

iy°  A.  I  think  that  my  grandfather  was  not  in  any  shape  to 
execute  it.  r 

Q.  But  he  was  in  shape  on  the  day  after  you  got  to  Greenwich 
in  your  opinion?  A.  lie  improved  wonderfully  every  day. 

Q.  Seven  days  after  your  grandfather  had  'gotten  to  Greenwich 
you  applied  to  the  probate  court  to  be  appointed  as  con  senator  of 
his  estate.  A.  I  applied  for  the  conservatorship;  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  seven  days  after  or  not. 

Q.  I11  your  bill  you  H|>cak  somewhat  of  the  affectionate  relation* 
existing  between  yourself  and  yout-  father  and  vour  grandfather 

and  your  respective  interests  in  him.  Were  vour  gi- . Ifather  and 

your  father  on  good  terms?  A.  Most  of  the  time 

Q.  Is  this  his  letter?  It  is  filed  as  an  exhibit  with  the  answer 
(handing  witness  a  letter).  A.  Yes. 

Q;  In  that  postscript  you  say,  “In  case  anything  happens  to  him 
notify  me  only.  \\  hat  do  you  mean  bv  that?  A.  I  meant  that 
1  wanted  to  be  notified  before  his  agent  in  the  west  was  notified 
his  agent  in  Minnesota. 

1  <1-  What  do  you  mean  by  *in  case  anything  happens  to  him”9 
A.  If  he  dies. 

Q.  Did  you  have  reference  to  anvbodv  else  except  the  agent  in 
the  west?  A.  No  sir. 

196  Q.  Who  was  the  agent  in  the  west?  A.  Mr.  Ross. 

Q.  If  you  did  have  no  reference  to  anybody  else,  what  do 
you  mean  by  saving,  “I  will  attend  to  notifying  Mr.  Ross  and 
others  .  Mho  are  the  others?  A.  I  meant  bv  that  that  lie  had 
mentioned  some  nieces  and  nephews  in  a  will'  and  that  T  would 
attend  to  the  affair  and  notify  them;  that  1,  as  the  onlv  relation 
whom  he  mentioned  as  executor  of  the  will,  would  take  it  upon 
myself  to  notify  those  who  bad  been  mentioned  in  bis  will  instead 
of  putting  it  in  the  hands  of  a  stranger. 

Q.  Did  you  not  also  mean  your  father?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Why  then  did  you  emphasize  “onlv”?  A.  Sirnplv  for  the 
reason  I  gave  about  Mr.  Ross;  not  my  father.  Mv  father' knew  the 
contents  of  the  will ;  be  knew  all  about  it. 

Q.  What  difference  did  it  make  as  to  what  was  in  the  will  as  to 
whether  anybody  should  be  notified  of  the  death?  A.  It  was  not  so 
much  about  the  will ;  but  I  wanted  to  be  notified  if  anything  hap¬ 
pened  to  him ;  if  he  had  attacks,  or  when  he  died.  The  letter  ex¬ 
plains  that  some  fraud  is  going  on.  and  1  wanted  to  be  notified  ri^ht 
away  before  anybody  else  was  notified.  T  did  not  know  what  was 
going  on.  Mrs.  Cramer  told  me  that  something  was  going  on  and 
I  wanted  to  get  on  the  ground  first  and  find  out  what  it  was. 
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_  Q-  I)i(1  y?u  ask  him  w,lat  it  was?  A.  He  would  not  tell 
19/  me  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him?  A.  No. 

Mr.  Lester  :  1  will  otter  that  letter  in  evidence. 

*  (^otk.— Tlie  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  II.  No.  20.) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

<■1  I  hand  you  a  letter  dated  October  HI,  1907.  Plea.se  identify 
it  and  state  il  it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  VVliat  do  you  mean  when  you  say  that  vour  grandfather  has 
1-0011  simp  y  dewhsh  ever  since  he  went  hack.  What  do  you  mean? 

‘  that  lie  came  to  our  house  where  he  was  very  pleasant 

Alter  he  had  l-een  hack  here  a  day  or  two  he  seemed  to  be  under 
some  sort  of  a  spell.  While  he  was  with  us  he  had  talked  over  his 
oust  ness  with  me  and  arranged  to  lix  his  will  so  that  if  anything 
happened  to  him  it  would  he  all  right,  and  everything  would  he 
harmonious.  .  le  had  even  discussed  his  funeral  arrangements 
desuntg  to  be  cremated.  I  told  him  1  would  respect  his  desires  in 
that  re-peel .  As  soon  as  he  got  hack  he  wrote  me  that  I  ought  to 
do  enough  tor  him  to  have  him  buried  decently  and  not  to  cre- 
mate  linn  And  he  kept  on  writing  me  letters  about  different 

^  iei1  "’Bl  west  instead  of  returning  it  to  me 

and  there  were  considerable  things  in  his  letters  which  were  not 
pleasant. 

Q.  You  mean  they  were  offensive?  A.  Yes. 

198  yJ®'  How  niany  did  Iie  write  you?  Three  or  four?  A. 

Q.  Are  those  letters  among  these,  or  do  you  know?  A  I  think 
that  some  of  them  are  but  they  made  me  so  mad  that  I  tore  them  up 
and  threw  many  of  them  away.  I  wish  now  T  had  kept  them  P 
Q.  You  continue  in  that  letter  to  say,  “T  am  afraid  I  won’t  stand 

much  longer.  A.  I  meant  I  would  not  stand  the  criticism,  if 
he  kept  on  writing  these  letters. 

i  fn  idea  money  is  Ood-  hut  h  <lon’t  happen  to  be 

deirei  11  hat/°  \  U  HTaV.b-v  that?  A.  In  those  letters  it  was 
all  dollars  and  cents  with  him.  lie  wrote  me  that  I  wanted  his 
money  and  all  that  stuff.  ie 

Q.  lie  was  believing  you  were  after  his  money?  A.  Everythin** 

t W  "i  l!  !kS  m°neJ-  i*11,1  tryin2  to  do  was  to  ^t  him'  to  see 
that  he  had  some  blood  relationship  and  that  he  ought  to  be  with 

11s.  He  was  all  right  when  he  left  the  house,  but  inside  of  a  week 

he  was  away  off.  Instead  of  being  the  most  lovable,  affable  old  mat 

n  devil,  under  the  influence  of  somel-odv 

Q.  Had  you  been  trying  that  summer  of  1 907  to  get  an  inven 
tory  of  hts  assets  from  him?  A.  Tie  told  me  he  would  give  n,e  one' 

1QQ  A  u"  ihe  ,n  k  ovtr  )nslnef<s  'v,,h  you?  A.  Yes  sir 

Iff-  Q.  Had  .vou  not  been  trying  to  get  the  inventory  that 

summer?  A.  No;  he  offered  to  give  it  to  me  ,1,' A? 
conversation  about  the  will.  He  said  he  would  give  H  o  me  *? 
said  th^^not  know  Mr.  Ross,  and  if  I  was  going  to  be  execu- 
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tor  of  the  will  I  should  have  something  to  work  upon,  and  not 
be  put  in  the  position  of  having  to  go  west  and  ask  his  agent, 
who  is  not  a  relative  of  the  family.  And  he  told  me  that  when  Mr. 
Ross  sent  the  inventory  lie  would  send  me  a  eopy. 

Q.  But  he  never  did?  A.  Something  happened  to  him  and  he 
was  entirely  weaned  from  his  family. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  get  that  will?  A.  Back? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  it  is?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  he  sent  it  to  Ross?  A.  A  es.  There  is 
a  letter  to  that  effect  there. 

Q*  When  you  say  you  do  not  know  where  it  is  vou  mean  you 
have  no  personal  knowledge.  Nevertheless  he  had  told  vou  he  had 
sent  it  to  Mr.  Ross?  A.  Tie  sent  the  will  to  Mr.  Ross,  but  Ross  has 
not  got  it  now.  Ross  told  me  he  sent  it  back  to  him,  that  is  to 

grandfather,  but  I  do  not  know  where  it  is  and  have  not  seen  it 
since. 


Mr.  Lester:  I  will  offer  this  letter,  dated  October  81. 
*200  1907,  in  evidence. 

i-  ,  Ti1e  S1""p  is  •“‘■■ewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked 

Lx  hi  bit  A.  IT.  No.  21.) 

Q  ,)o  vou  remember  writing  Mrs.  Cramer  a  letter  under  date  of 
December  9,  1907,  in  which  you  said.  “F.  J.  has  got  another  miser 
streak  on  because  Ross  wrote  him  business  was  slow  in  the  west.” 
A.  No  If  vou  show  me  the  letter,  1  may;  I  cannot  remember  it. 

0*  (Continuing  to  read):  “lie  seems  to  be  doing  everything 

possible  to  break  his  promise  and  leave  me  in  a  hole  this  fall  ” 

You  cannot  state  what  you  meant  by  that?  A.  If  you  show  me 
the  letter,  if  I  can  identify  the  letter,  1  will  read  the  whole  letter 
and  see  what  I  can  make  out  of  it. 

i  a  lett?1:  to  Mrs  Cran,er»  under  <late  of  December 

U.  190/.  and  ask  you  if  that  is  your  letter?  A.  Yes;  that  i«  mv 
writing. 

Q.  A  on  sa> .  I  fear  Mrs.  Shafer’s  had  influence  over  him  more 

than  anything  else.”  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  A  I  had  been 

told  by  Mrs.  Cramer  that  all  this  evil  influence  that  seemed  to  be 
over  my  grandfather  was  produced  bv  Mrs.  Shafer 

Q.  On  the  next  page  yon  sav.  “It  was  in  regard 'to  being  a  little 
more  liberal  with  bis  son  ’.  refering  to  —body  who  bad  spoken  to 
vour  grandfather.  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  That 
*i01  is  the  end  of  a  sentence  or  paragraph,  ft  reads  “My  aunt 
from  Saratoga  stopped  over  to  say  a  few  words  that  they 
might  not  have  a  chance  again  to  say”,  and  so  forth.  Thev  said 
they  were  old  and  he  was  old.  and  they  had  stopped  in  Washington 
to  see  him  because  they  might  never  see  him  again  and  thev  thought 
he  ought  to  he  more  literal  with  his  son.  '  ^ 

Q-  <1°.  y<>«  me™  l>y  more  liberal?  A.  Give  him  more 

money.  That  is  not  me ;  it  is  his  son,  mv  father 

Q.  You  then  say.  “Regarding  my  thousand  it  does  not  make 
much  difference  how  1  get  it,  only  as  he  has  changed  his  mind 
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about  every  week,  the  sooner  I  get  it  the  sooner  he  can  have  some¬ 
thing  else  to  devil  about.”  Was  that  the  thousand  dollars  he  was 
giving  you  each  year?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  W  hen  was  he  supposed  to  give  you  that?  A.  The  first-  of 
the  year. 

Q.  This  was  December  14,  and  you  wanted  him  to  pay  it  before? 
A.  No:  he  threw  at  me  one  week  that  he  was  going  to  pay  it  and 
another  week  that  he  was  not  going  to  pay  it.  Some  influence 
was  brought  upon  him  to  change  his  mind,  and  T  thought  the  sooner 
T  could  get  the  thing  off*  his  mind  the  sooner  I  would  have  it  settled. 

Mr.  Lester  :  T  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 

(Note.— The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence  and  marked 
Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  22.) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 


oao  i  *  s*low  -vou  a  1etter  I)lirI>orting  to  have  been  written 

202  bv  you  under  date  of  December  0.  1007.  Is  that  your  hand¬ 

writing?  (Showing  witness  letter)?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  there  when  you  say,  “F.  J.  has  got  an- 
other  miser  streak  on”?  A.  This  letter  antedates  this  other? 

T  suPPose  that  was  in  response  to  some  letter  mv 
grandfather  wrote  to  me  that  the  collections  were  poor  and  he 
could  not  afford  to  give  me  anything  this  fall,  and  all  that. 

Q.  lie  did^give  it  to  you  in  1008?  A.  1007. 

a  %  Tn  1908-  an(i  1909  ,ie  ffave  you  a  thousand,  T  mean? 

A.  les;  he  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Rut  lie  did  not  in  1910?  A.  No;  he  could  not..  He  did  not 
have  it. 


Q.  Hid  he  first  object  to  giving  it  to  you  in  1907?  A.  I  should 
imagine  from  those  letters  that  was  about  the  time  he  began  to  have 
influence  brought  against  him  to  stop  it. 

Q.  T  did  not  ask  you  that:  T  asked  you  the  time.  A.  Yes  T 
think  that  was  about  the  time. 


Mr.  Lester:  T  offer  this  letter  in  evidence. 
v  (^°™0~23  f  8i""e  is  filed  'n  evidence  herewith,  marked  Exhibit 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

oao  S'  }Yhere  is  Greenwich  ?  A.  In  Connecticut. 

MS  Q.  How  far  from  New  York?  A.  31  miles. 

Q.  You  go  in  and  out  every  day?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  large  a  place  is  Greenwich,  a  thousand  or  two  thousand? 
A.  I  guess  there  are  about  8  or  10  thousand  in  the  town  of  Green¬ 
wich;  I  do  not  know  positively. 

Q.  In  what  sort  of  a  house  did  you  live  in  1907?  A.  In  a  frame 
house,  two  stones  and  a  half. 

Q.  The  same  one  in  which  you  are  living  now?  A.  No  sir. 

mmo  at.  ?  ?  i'[d /?"  hv.e  in  ‘he  next  time  he  was  there,  the 

ho^i  ?  A‘  1  had  beCn  burned  out  and  had  moved  t0  another 
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Q.  Is  .this  your  letter,  dated  April  10,  1908,  to  Mrs.  Cramer? 
(handing  letter  to  witness).  A.  Yes. 

.1  .you  ‘'onsi'ler  lli">  <ranky  at  that  time?  A.  It  says  in 

tlie  letter  lie  was  cranky  towards  his  son  and  not  towards  me.' 

y.  Your  question  is  whether  he  is  getting  any  more  cranky.  I 
am  asking  if  you  considered  him  cranky  at  that  time’  \  Mrs 
Cramer  was  contending  so. 

ona  Q'  Y,°"  "ere  eon,en,<,in«  *>•  A.  No;  I  was  asking  if  he 
was  getting  more  cranky  towards  her. 

Q.  W  hat  do  you  mean  by  saying,  “Ilis  letters  to  me  -ire 
\ery  pleasant,  but  think  lie  is  at  it  again  with  his  son  \  J 
think  lie  was  getting  cranky  at  him. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  getting  cranky  at  him?  A.  Writing 
disagreeable  letters.  "ming 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  relations  between  vour  grandfather 
and  vour  father  were  considerably  strained  for  nianv  years?  A.  No 
At  times  they  were  and  at  times  they  were  not. 

Q.  It  would  he  for  about  ten  months  out  of  the  year,  would  it 
no*-  Ao;  aliout  two  months  out  of  the  vear  that  thev  were 
'■}■  About  two  months  out  of  the  year?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  at  other  times  they  were  perfectly  friendly’  \  Yps- 
the  letters  will  show  it.  ‘  '•  res’ 

Mr.  Lester:  I  offer  that  letter  of  April  10.  1908  in  evidence 
(Note.— The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence  marked  Exhibit 

*  A.  li.  ^4. ) 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q*  Yoi.11^ave  state<1-  1  believe,  that  your  grandfather  was  perfectly 
on-  wlJhng  to  go  to  Greenwich  with  you;  did  you  not?  A.  No. 

20°  *•  ‘j.V1  Wrt?  lie  not?  He  was  sick,  and  half  of 

the  time  lie  did  not  know  where  lie  was  at  and  did  not  know 
what  be  was  doing. 

Q.  Did  he  want  to  go  to  Greenwich?  A.  lie  did  not  know 
where  he  was  going. 

Q.  My  question  was  did  lie  want  to  go  to  Greenwich9  \  He 
did  not  know  what  he  wanted  to  do. 

v  Q;  ™  not  t(dl  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  gone  to  New 
\ork?  A.  She  was  in  New  York  and  I  told  him  so. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  tell  him  that  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  him 
to  go  on  to  Greenwich?  A.  Not  particularly,  no. 

Q.  Hid  lie  not  object  to  going  to  Greenwich,  and  did  he  not  want 
to  go  back  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s?  A.  1  think  he  had  a  notion  of  going 
back  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s?  h 

Q.  Don  t  you  know  whether  he  had  the  notion  or  not?  A.  He 
was  hot  and  cold.  One  minute  lie  did  not  want  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

M  hen  he  saw  the  ambulance  and  what  a  nice  ambulance  it  was.  he 
wanted  to  go  to  the  hospital,  and  when  he  got  to  the  hospital  he 
wanted  to  get  out.  1 

Q.  T  did  not  ask  you  that.  I  am  asking  you  whether  he  did  not 
want  to  go  back  to  Mrs.  Cramers  house?  A.  At  one  time  he  wanted 
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j'0  go  back  there  and  I  said  that  Mix  Cramer  was  not  there,  and  that 

t  st  a\  in  the  hospital  or  come  home  with  me. 

.  Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Mrs.  Cramer  was  home9  \  No 

206  in  New  York.  * 

Q.  She  was  away?  A.  Yes  sir;  those  were  facts. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  sick 
in  the  hospital?  A.  That  was  a  lie  that  Mrs.  Cramer  got  up  to  get 
him  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Lester :  1  shall  ask  the  witness  to  confine  himself  to  gentle¬ 
manly  conversation  or  else  I  shall  have  to  ask  that  the  rest  of  this 
be  taken  in  court. 

By  Mr.  Lester. 

Q  Was  he  strong  enough  to  walk  off  the  train?  A.  At  Green¬ 
wich  ? 

Q.  Yes;  at  Greenwich?  A.  He  was  partially  carried  and  trPd  to 
walk.  We  put  him  in  an  ambulance. 

Q.  Please  look  at  this  letter  of  March  17,  1910,  and  see  if  it  is 
in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  told  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  go  to  Greenwich  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  sick  and  at 
the  hospital  so  that  he  could  not  go  to  her  apartments?  A.  No.  \ 
told  him  she  was  in  New  York. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  tell  him  she  was  sick  in  the  hospital? 
A.  When  he  first  went  to  the  hospital  Mrs.  Cramer  framed  up  a  story 
that  she  was  sick  in  the  hospital.  She  kept  out  of  the  way  when 
he  left  the  house.  When  he  was  to  leave  the  hospital  I  told 

207  him  Mi's.  Cramer  was  in  New  York,  just  what  is  said  here  in 
the  letter,  and  that  Ford’s  wife  could  not  take  care  of  him. 

Q.  Did  vou  tell  him  she  was  in  a  hospital  in  New  York?  A. 
No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  she  was  in  a  hospital  here?  A.  When  he 
first  went  over  it  was  a  story  to  get  him  to  go  willingly  to  the  hos¬ 
pital. 

Q.  You  have  told  me  that  three  times.  A.  Yes;  that  is  what  you 
want,  is  it  not? 

Q.  No.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  you  told  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  at  the  time  you  induced  him  to  go  to  Greenwich  that  Mrs. 
Cramer  was  in  the  hospital?  A.  Tie  was  told  by  everybody. 

Q.  By  you?  A.  I  think  I  told  him  and  my  father  told  him. 

Q.  Don’t  you  know  that  you  told  him?  A.  It  was  a  general  story 
told  by  the  doctor  and  everybody. 

Q.  Told  him  in  order  to  get  him  to  go  to  the  hospital?  A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q.  After  you  got  him  to  the  hospital  did  you  not  tell  him  that 
she  was  in  the  hospital?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  brought  up  the  sub¬ 
ject  again  on  that  point. 

Q.  You  do  not;  A.  I  am  not  sure  but  I  do  not  think  I 
did. 

Q.  If  you  did.  it  was  not  true?  A.  No;  it  was  a  story  Mrs. 
Cramer  framed  up  for  us. 
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Q.  It  is  not  one  that  you  framed  up?  A.  No.  I 

Mr.  Lester:  T  offer  that  letter  in  evidence.  . 

(Note.— The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked  Exhil.it 

.  n .  i>o.  ) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  I  ask  you  to  look  at  this  letter  of  April  4.  1910,  and  ask  vou  I 
if  that  is  a  letter  written  by  you?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  Let  me  see  it,  please. 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  \\  hi le  we  are  waiting,  you  might  look  over  this,  and  I  will 
ask  you  if  that  is  your  handwriting  (handing  paper  to  witness)  ? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Lester  :  I  offer  in  evidence  letter  dated  January  *29.  1910. 

(  Note.— The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  II.  No.  26.) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  I'nder  date  of  April  4,  1910.  you  wrote,  “Grandfather’s  hooks 
tire  in  such  poor  shape  I  cannot  make  much  out  of  them  and  he 
won  t  tell  me  anything?  Had  he  at  that  time  told  vou  he  had 
given  Mrs.  Cramer  money?  A.  Yes. 

209  Q.  But  you  wrote— —  A.  As  a  feeler. 

Q.  It  was  not  true?  A.  Tt  was  written  under  the  advice 
of  counsel,  as  a  feeler. 

Q.  But,  as  I  sav.  it  was  not  true?  A.  No. 

Q.  Ife  had  not  told  you  that  he  could  not  remember  about  givim* 
the  money?  A.  What  is  that? 

Q.  ^  ou  say.  “He  won’t  tell  me  anything,  savs  he  cannot  remem¬ 
ber/  A.  Yes;  He  had  told  me. 

Q.  He  had  not  told  you  he  could  not  remember;  it  is  not  true? 

A.  Yes;  he  said  he  could  not  remember.  He  told  me  that  several 
times. 

Q.  Had  he  or  had  he  not  told  you  he  had  given  Mrs.  Cramer 
money  at  this  time?  A.  Yes:  before  that  time.  T  had  Mrs.  Cramer 
spotted  when  that  letter  was  written. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  will  offer  this  letter  in  evidence. 

(Note. — The  same  is  herewith  filed  in  evidence,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  H.  No.  27.) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  You  say  that  letter  was  written  under  the  advice  of  counsel? 

A.  Yes. 

210  Q.  What  counsel?  A.  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  house  i.»  it  you  live  in  in  Greenwich  at 
present  and  also  in  January,  1910?  A.’  A  three  story  frame  house 
Q.  One  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood ?  A.  It  is  a  good  house- 

not  the  best. 
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Q.  One  of  the  best.  A.  Well,  there  axe  some  that  cost  a  million 
dollars  apiece  up  there. 

Q.  What  is  this  house  worth?  A.  They  claim  $30,000;  but  it  is 
not  worth  it. 

Q.  Is  that  the  one  you  wanted  him  to  buy  for  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  want  him  to  buy  it  at  $50,000?  A.  Oh  no 

Q.  You  wanted  it  bought  for  you  at  $30,000;  is  that  correct? 
A.  I  asked  him  to  buy  it.  I  did  not  tell  the  price.  1  told  him 
what  they  were  asking  for  it. 

Q-  ^  hat  were  they  asking  tor  it?  A.  They  never  have  gotton 
down  to  earth  on  it.  It  is  not  worth  $30,000.  J  have  not  the 
slightest  idea.  I  should  imagine  the  house  was  worth  $2*2,000. 

Q.  Have  you  negotiated  for  the  purchase  of  it  at  all?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  renting  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  been  successful  in  your  practice,  have  vou 

211  not?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Financially?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  automobiles  have  you?  A.  At  present,  one. 

Q.  How  many  horses?  A.  None. 

Q.  How  many  servants  do  you  keep?  A.  Four  or  five;  I  have  not 
any  at  present. 

Q.  But  you  keep  four  or  five  when  you  do  keep  them?  A.  Yes; 
when  we  are  running  the  house. 

Q.  But  you  are  not  running  the  house  at  present?  A.  No. 

Q-  Your  grandfather  knew  you  were  successful  in  your  business? 
A.  Yes;  and  he  was  proud  of  it. 

Q.  Did  lie  ever  tell  you#you  were  making  enough  money  and  did 
not  need  the  thousand  dollars  a  year  from  him?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  knew  how  much  you  were  making  and  he  told  you _ 

A.  He  knew  I  was  making  more  than  he  had. 

Q.  How  much  are  you  making  a  year?  A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q-  Y  ere  you  making  as  much  as  $10,000  a  year?  A.  I  do  not 

think  I  am  obliged  to  reply  to  any  personal  questions  like  that. 

Q.  You  decline  to  answer?  A.  Yes  sir. 

212  Q.  Have  you  not  been  for  the  last  three  or  four  years 
making  more  than  $5,000?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  not  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  been  making 

more  than  $10,000  a  year?  A.  I  decline  to  answer.  I  am  not 

going  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am  making.  T  do  not  see  how  that 
comes  in  about  the  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  What  is  your  father’s  business?  A.  He  lives  on  a  farm. 

Q.  His  own  farm?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  it,  if  you  know?  A.  I  do  not  know  what 
it  is  worth. 

Q-  Is  he  a  man  of  considerable  means?  A.  Not  outside  of  the 
farm,  no. 

Q.  Does  he  make  a  good  living?  A.  Not  very  good. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  needs  any  support  from  his  father? 
A.  He  could  stand  it  very  well  indeed.  He  is  not  a  successful 
business  man. 
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Q-  that  you  mean  lie  needs  it?  A.  He  needs  it:  he 
'-!•>  could  stand  l>eing  helped. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know  your  grandfather  did  not  help  him 

for  the  last  several  years?  A.  No;  he  sent  him  a  hundred  dollars 
a  year. 

Q.  For  what  period?  A.  I  do  not  know  how  long;  some  rears. 
Q.  A  ou  thought  that  your  grandfather  was  mentally  incapable 
during  the  Last  six  or  eight  years  you  have  testified  in  regard  to 
on  all  matters  connected  with  spiritualism:  did  you  ‘not?  A.  Yes’ 
Q.  Did  you  think  he  was  mentally  capable  or  incapable  in  con- 
nection  with  other  matters  not  connected  with  spiritualism?  \  I 

think  as  long  as  spiritualism  was  not  involved  in  his  transactions 
that  lie  was  fairly  capable,  for  his  years. 

Q.  If  he  gave  money  away  to  other  people  not  in  consequence  of 
spiritualism  you  would  not  think  it  was  because  lie  was  mentally 
incapacitated?  A.  He  would  not  give  a  cent  to  anvbodv  in  a 

with  k  'Vei"''S  ,f  ‘  l6re  "aS  not  son,e  spiritualism  game  connected 
Q.  That  is  not  my  question. 

(The  question  was  related  by  the  stenographer  as  last  above  re- 
corded. ) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Now,  answer  my  question.  A.  Do  you  want  me  to  answer 
that  question  twice? 

214  Q.  You  have  not  answered  it. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  think  the  witness  has  answered  the  question 

(The  question  was  again  repeated  by  the  stenographer  as  above 
recorded.)  r 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Would  you?  A.  It  seems  to  me  I  have  answered  that  ques¬ 
tion,  and  you  had  better  put  it  to  me  in  another  form 

Q.  If  you  knew  lie  had  given  a  thousand  dollars  to  somebody  else 
and  it  bad  no  relation  to  spiritualism,  would  that  lead  vou  to  believe 
he  was  mentally  incapacitated?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  lie  gave  you  a.  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  last  ten 
years.  A.  I  hat  is  a  different  story. 

Q.  W  hv?  A.  He  had  made  a  sacred  promise  to  his  dead  wife 
to  do  it;  he  had  promised  that  he  would  give  it  to  me  to  educate  me 
Q.  He  did  educate  you  and  did  give  it  to  you  as  long  as  vou 
needed  it?  A.  Yes  sir.  * 

vourself?"  *4*  Ye-  f<ir'  ^  ^  yearS  y0U  have  been  ‘"king  care  of 

Q.  And  you  did  not  need  it.  A.  He  had  promised  to  do  it  during 
ft,.  {Vs  *,fe-,  !5ut  ar  to  giving  money  to  anyone  outside  of  a 
-15  blood  relation,  that  is  another  matter.  He  was  a  man  who 

would  not  give  a  cent  to  anybody.  He  would  not  give  a 
nickle  to  a  l>eggar  for  something  to  eat. 

Q.  Then  he  was  somewhat  stingy?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  WTould  he  buy  his  clothes  when  he  needed  them?  A.  No.  * 
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^Q.  Was  that  always  his  habit?  A.  As  far  back  as  1  can  remem- 

Q.  \\  hen  his  wife  was  living  did  they  live  economically?  A.  Yes 
and  no.  They  lived  well  but  economically.  He  did  not  squander 
any  money  on  himself.  He  had  horses  and  carriages  and  coachmen, 
but  he  did. not  squander  any  money.  Everything  was  brought 
light  down  to  a  fine  thing.  1  here  was  no  money  lost  around 
Q.  As  conservator  of  the  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  how  much 
have  you  realized;  how  much  have  you  gotten  in  hand?  A  As 
far  tis  I  know  it  consists  of  about  $38,000. 

Q.  And  that  is  comjxised  of  what?  A.  Mortgage  securities*  farm 
mortgages. 

21fi  Q.  Where?  A.  In  Minnesota. 

( l  you  reimbursed  the  estate  any  part  of  the  ten 

thousand  dollars  you  have  gotten  from  your  grandfather  in  the 
last  ten  years?  A.  No  sir. 

Q-  And  have  no  intention  of  doing  so?  A.  No  sir. 

Hid  you  know  of  him  giving  any  woman  $12,000;  any  woman 
named  Smith?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  told  you  anything  about  any  such  gift?  A.  No. 

Q.  Has  he  told  you  about  giving  any  monev  to  anv  other  women? 
A.  No;  he  has  not. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  your  examination  von  spoke  of  the  influence 
spiritualists  had  over  him,  and  that  Blanch  Shafer  told  you  she 
could  get.  anything  out  of  him?  A.  My  impression  is  in' 1893  I 
had  that  conversation  with  her. 

Q.  Is  Blanch  Shafer  still  alive?  A.  No ;  she  is  dead. 

Q.  Did  you  put  her  proposition  to  the  test  at  all?  A.  As  I  testi¬ 
fied  this  morning  we  made  him  buy  a  lot  of  foolish  luxuries  that  a 
man  would  not  buy  in  his  circumstances. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  about  it  afterwards.  A.  No. 

217  •  Q.  Did  you  not  tell  him  those  things  were  untrue?  A  I 

have  told  him  spiritualism - 

A.  Oh,  no.  Did  you  tell  him  those  letters  which  Blanch  Shafer 
wrote  to  him  were  all  untrue,  and  that  that  was  a  put  up  job?  A  T 
do  not  believe  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know?  A.  It  is  too  far  back. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  apply  any  other  test  to  see  what  influence  it 
had  over  him?  A.  1  had  no  other  opportunity  at  any  other  time 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  you  did  not  apply"  anv  other  test?  A 
No. 

Q.  Was  he  engaged  to  be  married  at  one  time,  to  vour  knowledge9 
A.  I  believe  he  was.  "  H 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  woman?  A.  I  think  he 

was  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Margaret 
Smith.  *  * 

Q*  y°u  re(luest  Blanch  Shafer  to  write  him  any  letters9 
A.  No;  my  father  did  that. 

218  Q.  Your  father  did?  A.  Yes. 

.  •  .  Q-  'h.e  le,te^  were  a  put  up  job  upon  him  to  make 
him  believe  this  Margaret  Smith  was  receiving  attentions  from 

14— 2483a 
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some  other  man?  A.  \\  hat  I  can  say  is  only  hearsay  testimony, 

}iu  *  j  you  walJt  l}  1  ^ve  it*  Father  went  down  and  knew  about 
tins  thing,  lie  knew  it  was  not  the  right  thing  for  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  to  marry  a  woman  of  her  age,  and  so  forth.  Blanch  Shafer— 
and  I  think  Mrs.  Shafer  knew  of  it;— agreed  to  break  the  thing 
up  hv  means  of  their  own.  They  used  these  spiritualistic  letters  and 
totd  him,  ‘If  you  go  at  such  and  such  a  time  to  such  and  such  a 
place  ^he  would  see  this  woman  with  another  man.  Blanch  knew 
that  this  Margaret  Smith  was  keeping  company  with  another  man. 
He  went  and  saw  for  himself,  which  otherwise  lie  would  not  have 
seen,  and  he  stopped  going  any  more  with  this  woman. 

Q.  Did  you  and  your  father  send  the  man  there  to  be  present 
at  that  particular  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  employ  the  man?  A.  Xo.  Everything  was 
perfectly  legitimate  except  the  letter  which  started  him"  to  looking 
and  investigating  for  himself. 

Q.  You  gave  her  some  jewelry  or  .lid  your  father?  A.  Mv 
father  did  something. 

Q*  ^  hat  was  it?  A.  I  do  not  know. 

“19  r  \0U-  llow  11,1,0,1  money,  if  anv,  your  grand¬ 

father  had  given  Margaret  Smith?  A.  No,  I  could  not  tell 

vou. 

Q Did  you  know  of  a  Hattie  Smith,  yourself?  A.  There  was  a 
Hattie  Smith,  ves  sir. 

f 


Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
A.  I  could  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  he  did? 
municative  about  those  things. 

Q.  He  is  not?  A.  No. 

Q.  He  is  generally  secretive? 


your  grandfather  giving  her  monev? 


A.  No:  he 


was  not  verv  com- 


A.  A 


rule. 


Q.  He  does  not  tell  his  business,  as  a  general  proposition?  A. 
•No,  until  recently;  now  he  tells  me  all  ahout  it. 

Smith*? !lS 4 6 No ell,IV  101,1  y°H  he  K“ve  *,2>,M)0'  1°  this  Miss  or  Mrs. 

Q.  't  ou  saw  a  letter  which  was  produced  written  to  his  son  Bvron 
did  you  not,  wherein  he  said  he  had  given  Hattie  Smith  $12000? 
A.  I  have  not  seen  that  letter,  no.  ’ 

Q.  Mere  vou  not  present  at  the  time  of  his  testimony?  V  It 

tion  n°t  r<?ad  “*  t  le  t,me:  "  'vas  luerel.v  shown  him  for  nlentifica- 

■>9t>  l  D!f!  ‘wU  nsk  ',rV  Kra"dfnther  anything  ahout  that 
— 0  letter.  A.  My  grandfather  had  not  only  talked  to  me  bur. 

written  mn  _ _  i  i  ,  .  •  lO  me  DUt 


giving 


written  me  that  that  letter  had  absolutely  no  inHuence  uZ 
1,0  ^UTly- .  1,6  'vroie.  "I.v  father  in  a  fit  of 


any  such  thing.  . . •’  ne  ever  gave 

,,  P.  ^ut,  he  has  told  you  anything  about  it?  V  I  do  not 
think  he  has.  He  cannot  remember  business  hack  as  far  as  that 
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Q-  I  ani  not  asking  what  your  grandfather  remembers.  I  an* 
asking  you  whether  or  not  he  has  told  you  anything  about  giving 
thi-  money?  A.  No. 

Q.  Io  Mrs.  Smith  or  Miss  Smith,  whatever  it  is?  A.  No.  1 
will  tell  you  here  why  he  did  not  tell  me.  lie  would  tell  me  if 
he  could  remember,  hut  he  cannot  remember. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  come  hack  to  that  time  when  he  was  taken 
to  Greenwich.  Did  you  mean  to  convey  the  idea  in  your 
221  testimony  in  chief  that  he  was  actually  poisoned?  A.  I  do 
not  think  I  meant  that  in  mv  testimony. 

Q,  ^  on  said  that  the  effects  of  the  strychnine -  A.  I  said  he 

was  over  stimulated  with  strychnine. 

Q.  Did  you  moan  bv  that  he  had  had  too  much  strychnine?  A 
Yes.  J 


Q.  And  he  wa>  poisoned  by  it?  A.  Well,  it  is  a  case  of  what 
construction  you  put  on  the  word  poisoned.  I  should  consider  a 
person  who  had  as  much  strychnine  as  he  had,  as  poisoned. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  he  had?  A.  I  was  told 

Q.  By  whom?  A.  By  Dr.  Maehinek. 

Q.  How  much  was  it?  A.  Two  grains  in  a  four  ounce  mixture. 
I  hat  was  all  gone  when  I  got  there. 

Q.  I  wo  grains  in  a  four  ounce  mixture?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  In  what  time?  A.  I  do  not  know  when  they  began  to  give 
it  to  him,  hut  it  was  all  gone.  Tt  was  between  24  and  28  hours  in 
which  it  was  gone. 


Q.  Did  you  tell  your  grandfather  he  had  taken  60  times  as  much 
poison  as  he  ought  to?  A.  No. 

Q  You  heard  him  testify  that  you  did?  A.  Yes  sir. 
222  Q.  And  he  was  wrong?  \\.  It  was  his  notion.  He  felt 
there  was  something  wrong  with  him,  and  he  had  a  notion 
that  he  had  been  poisoned. 

Q.  \ ou  did  not  tell  him  he  had  been  poisoned?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  *  lave  you  produced  all  of  the  hooks  wrhich  your  grandfather 
had,  of  wdiich  you  knowT?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  some  little  diary  book  on  he  had  had.  What 
do  you  mean?  A.  T  mean  as  far  hack  as  T  know  he  has  kept  a  little 
book  in  his  pocket  and  put  down  in  that  little  incidents  like  any¬ 
one  would  put  in  a  diarv.  and  also  little  business  expenditures,  and 
things  like  that. 

Q.  Such  a  book  as  this  one  (indicating).  A.  I  do  not  think 
those  are  the  books.  T  used  to  give  them  to  him  as  a  Christmas 
present.  I  hey  are  ordinary  pocket  memorandum  books,  but  he 
nici  not  keep  the  hooks  according  to  the  date. 

Q.  When  did  you  ever  see  any  such  hooks?  A.  I  gave  them 
to  him  and  T  have  seen  him  write  in  them.  It  is  my  impression 
he  had  one  old  book  wThich  wrent  away  hack. 

Q.  When  did  von  last  see  any  such  hooks  that  were  written  in? 
A.  I  should  sav  that  when  he  visited  me  he  would  alwavs  bee 
opening  his  hook  and  writing  in  it. 

oos  a  ^TT00  you  know  whether  he  had  any  such  hook  in  1909’ 
zzd  A.  He  was  not  with  me. 

Q.  The  question  is  do  you  know  whether  he  had  any 
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such  book?  A.  Mv  impression  is  (Imt  from  his  habit  he  had  such 
a  book. 

Q.  My  question  is  do  you  know?  A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  had  such  a  hook  in  1908? 
A.  I  could  almost  swear  I  had  seen  him  u<e  a  hook 

Q.  i  do  not  want  you  to  almost  swear?  A.  You  are  going  too  far 
hack  for  a  little  incident  like  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  such  a  hook  in  1905?  V 
1  could  swear  he  had  a  hook  in  1907.  '  *  * 

Q.  Where?  A.  At  Greenwich.  I  saw  him  write  in  it 
Q.  Did  you  ever  .see  the  Ik, ok  itself?  A.  You  mean  since  then? 
A.  No,  at  that  time;  did  you  see  in  it?  A.  No;  it  was  a  personal 
*  hook  which  he  kept  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Those  lawks  you  thought  contained  private  memoranda  of 
moneys  he  received  and  moneys  he  paid  out?  \  Yes  sir 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  such  hooks  in  the  last’ ten  rears?  \ 

224  M  o"'lVr0SS,°Ll 5f  Wf  hTVe. ,,ne  of  'hose  '"ok*  here  Somewhere. 

-24  ,{■  }h>w  old?  A.  I  do  not  know  how  old  it  is. 

(<•  Is  it  here,  you  mean,  amoiiji  these  papers?  \  I 
turned  these  things  over  so  long  {lgo _ .  * 

4  116  ,10t  VOU  anvthin£  ahont  what  money  he  received? 

Q.  And  lie  <lid  not  tell  you  what  money  he  paid  out’  \  No 

or  paid?’"  A.'  No”  ^  ""v  ",e,"ion  ,,f  "hat  he  received 

Q.  How  did  vou  know  he  kept  a  book  where  he  kept  everyth  ini; 
received  and  paid:  A.  liecause  he  told  me.  He  had  written  me 
he  could  figure  up  what  he  had  expended  for  vears  hack  and  lie 

figured  it  up  out  of  these  h«K,ks.  '  ,,nd  he 

TI%,!  9*  V<iU  ,t0  m  !.hls  l,0"k  ,,,al'hed  for  identification  I,.  M 

it.  No.  2  and  I  ask  you  fro,,,  your  inspection  of  it  when  do  vou 

>a' ij  e  ’ook  was  kept,  during  what  period  of  time  \  I 

225  couM  not  positively  state.  He  would  keep  such  a  book  for 
years,  and  use  it. 

ineVni]laVe'*!e  elltry  *n  what  does  that  sav?  \  I-m 
uary  10.  1910;  weighed  135  pounds  ‘  ‘ 

Q.^Vou'dthatno,  indicate  he  had  kept  that  book  up  to  that 
mne.  .\.  I  Ins  i>  a  memorandum  hook. 

Q.  Did  lie  ever  have  any  other  book  that  you  knew  of?  \  He 
carried  a  book  which  was  a  larger  book  than  this.  1899  i«  there  In 

the  front  of  the  hook  is  my  address.  19  east  38th  Street,  where  I 
nu\e  not  had  an  otlice  in  five  vears 

in  ^January,”  191(1  **  ■ve"B‘  old’  “  «>'*  ei.Uy  is 

larger  book .tl]1  >’°U  Wy  he  CmTie(l  those  hookf!  po <ket?  A.  A 

Yes  II0  ^e,>t  ,1,e  a,nm,nts  I,e  received  and  expended?  A. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  have  never  seen  that  hook?  A  No  T  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  it.  *  ,iave 

Q.  And  he  simply  told  you  he  kept  those  things?  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  \\  hen  did  you  visit  your  grandmother  before  March  of 

226  this  year?  A.  February. 

Q.  Before  that,  when?  A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Was  it  this  year?  A.  March  and  February  this  year. 

Q.  Were  they  the  only  times  this  year?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  that  first  time  that  you  were  here  was  lie  suffering 
from  some  trouble  with  the  ear?  A.  He  had  a  bad  cold  and  he 
said  his  ear  bothered  him  some.  I  looked  at  the  ear  and  there  was 
not  much  trouble  there.  He  had  a  little  cold  in  his  ear.  T  went 
home  and  wrote  to  Dr.  Mason  to  come  and  take  care  of  his  ear,  which 
Dr.  Mason  did.  My  grandfather  liked  him  and  seemed  to  be  getting 
on  all  right.  I  asked  Dr.  Mason  to  watch  him  and  take  care  of  him 
and  see  that  the  old  man  was  all  right.  The  next  time  T  came  the 
picture  was  all  changed.  He  had  different  ideas.  He  wrote  and 
told  me  my  doctor  was  no  good  and  I  was  no  good;  that  I  had  not 
tried  to  care  for  his  ear  and  that  specialists  were  no  good. 

Q.  Were  no  good?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  also  told  you  he  had  spent  so  much  money  to  get  re¬ 
lief  from  the  pain -  A.  He  had  no  pain. 

Q.  I  did  not  say  he  had.  I  asked  you  if  he  wrote  to  that 

227  effect?  A.  I  could  not  state  that  he  did.  If  you  will  show 
me  the  letter  I  will  see. 

Q.  Did  he  not  get  angry  with  you  because  vou  did  not  give  him 
treatment  for  his  ear?  A.  There  is  a  letter  here  telling  me  the 
stuft  I  gave  him  did  not  do  him  any  good,  but  that  he  liked  the 
taste  of  it. 

Q-  W hen  you  were  here  in  February,  did  you  trv  to  get  an  inven¬ 
tory  of  his  business?  A.  Yes. 

Q*  How  many  times  have  you  asked  him  for  an  inventory?  A. 
Altogether,  or  that  day? 

Q.  Altogether?  A.  I  suppose  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  Have  you  not  asked  him  for  it  every  time  you  saw  him  in  the 
last  five  years.  A.  No. 

Q.  Why  did  you  ask  for  it  in  February?  A.  Because  he  had 
gotten  it  in  January. 

228  Q.  Doctor,  you  have  hunted  for  all  the  papers  and  books 
you  thought  might  be  in  existence  belonging  to  vour  grand¬ 
father;  have  you  not?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  And  you  found  all  you  could  find?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q  Have  you  produced  all  of  them  at  the  trial  of  this  cause?  A. 
They  are  all  in  the  hands  of  the  attorneys.  I  think  they  have  pro¬ 
duced  them  all — all  that  is  necessary. 

Q.  You  have  had  time  to  think  it  over  during  the  night, 

229  since  our  session  of  yesterday,  and  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you 
have  changed  your  mind  as  to  whether  you  have  seen  any 

letters  purporting  to  be  signed  “Man’”,  purporting  to  be  written 
hv  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  In  the  first  place  I  have  not  given  the  thing 
a  thought  during  the  night.  I  went  to  the  theater  and  paid  no  at¬ 
tention  to  it,  dismissed  it  from  my  mind.  Your  question  is.  have 
I  seen  any  letters  purporting  to  be  signed  Mary. 
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not'  WhiCh  J0U  “y  Were  written  bv  -Mrs-  Cramer?  A.  No,  I  have 
now?  No  °Ue  y°U  that  there  are  any  le,ters  in  existence 

Q  '‘‘Man-”?reAnNon  ^  Cn,mer  PurPor‘i»g  to  be  signed 

230  "  hie“  &0U  can,e  do\vn  lle|e  in  response  to  a  telegram 

,  >ent  b>;  Mrs.  Cramer  m  March,  you  arrived  at  night  I 
tlnnk  you  said?  A.  I  think  it  was  between  itven  and  eight.  ’ 

J  .i  rUta^.wl‘h  y?ur  gn'ndfatlier  about  an  inventorv  of  his 

eSPng  ",ght?  A'  He  ,old  nie  ab™‘  b*  affairs  during  the 

vd  >j?iask  llil!'  {°.rmi  inventory?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  did 
T  Hot  ^?.U  dld  not  usk  ",n  for  an  inventory?  A.  I  do  not  think 
I  Sld^U'^r11  1  ‘,0  n0t  ,hink  1  did-  '  '«*  he  said 

Q  f?.ld  he  tell  you  you  could  take  the  papers?  A  Yes 

().  W  by  .ltd  you  not  take  them?  A.  I  did  not  know  where  thev 

Wclc,  * 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  where  they  were?  A.  No.,  lie  w  i«  in 
such  a  state  mentally  that  lie  would  come  to  and  tell  vou  i  thinir 
and  then  he  would  go  back.  He  was  not  in  a  state  m  know  whS 
he  was  doing,  fie  said  to  me  once  that  I  could  have  the  papers 
and  the  next  minute  he  thought  I  had  the  papers;  and  the  next 

what* he  was  doing.  ”,e  '°  haV*  "le  f,a>>ers'  IIe  did  "<*  know 

Q-  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  his  illness  made  his  mind  wander? 

-  .  Ills  mind  wandered  part  of  the  time  and  part  of  the  time  it  did 

oqi  .vhetbfrT etmies.  u®  "US  clear  and  otllers  he  did  not  know 

231  whether  he  was  talking  to  me  or  to  someone  he  never  saw 

.1  .•  9  t  t  ,  ',n,,nd  clear  m,,eh  of  the  time  or  very  little  of 

the  time .  A  T  should  say  about  half  the  time. 

q.  And  when  it  was  clear  was  it  so  clear  that  vou  felt  lie  w-is 
bilking  into  hgentlv  and  knew  what  lie  was  talking  about?  V 

was  not"^  See"'e<1  a"  'f  16  WaS  and  ^’'netimes  it  seemed  as  if  he 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  he  was  talking  about  busi- 

told  me  abo!!l  his'Si.  '  '  '  '°ld  hnw  mwh  I,e  bad  left 

Q.  How  much  did  he  (ell  you  he  had  left?  A.  $40,000. 

V.  Did  you  ask  him  what  he  had  done  with  the  rest?  A  \fy 

impress, on  is  I  did  not.  I  told  him  1  alwavs  believed  he  had  a  emit 
deal  more.  ‘  * 

(J.  M  hat  did  he  say?  A.  I  do  not  remember  his  answer:  In?  T 
<lo  not  think  lie  made  any  particular  answer  about  it. 

Q.  hat  did  he  say  about  his  will,  to  you?  A.  Tie  told  me  hi* 
will  was  west  and  1  was  the  executor  of  it.  and  that  I  muld  go  out 
boss  and  straighten  the  thing  out. 

Q.  He  contemplated  death,  did  he?  A.  Yes;  he  thought  Ik*  was 

going  to  die  right  away.  He  inferred  he  was  going  to  be 
232  put  out  of  the  way. 

...  Q*  Did  you  ask  him  what  he  had  done  with  the  balance 

of  niB  money?  A.  No. 
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Q;LYou  stated  that  Mrs.  Cramer  went  in  at  least  three. limes  to 
get  those  papers  for  you?  A.  She  attempted  to 

Q.  Why  did  she  not  set  them?  A.  The  nurse  interfered. 

y.  \  here  was  the  nurse  when  your  grandfather  was  telling  you 
about  these  things?  A.  Out  of  the  room,  1  think.  I  will  not  swe.r 

him  ”  '  am  pretty  l,osilive  1  in  the  room  alone  with 

Q.  For  how  much  of  the  time  were  you  alone  with  vour  grand 
fajlmr  that  nigh,?  A.  Off  and  on:  f  cannot  ^sitiveT ly  £ 

!*•  aS  ,e“  niinu,es?  A-  Yes;  I  should  say. 

0.  \\  hy  did  you  not  get  the  papers  yourself?  A.  I  tell  you  I  did 
not  know  where  they  were. 

Q.  \\  hv  dal  you  not  go  in  yourself  to  get  them  when  Mrs  Cra¬ 
mer  told  you  where  they  were  and  started  to  get  them  herself 9  i 
because  say  part  of  the  time  he  told  me  I  could  have  them'  ai  d 
part  of  the  time  he  said  1  could  not  have  them.  He  was  in  and  out 
Ooo  suspected  something  wrong  and  I  wanted  the  papers. 

Q-  Is  '  a  fa(,‘  y°"  dni  ask  him  for  an  inventory  that 
night  r  A.  J\o  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  asked  him  where  he  kept  the  inventorv 

of  Ins  estate?  A.  T  do  no,  believe  I  did.  I  knew  where  he  kept  U 
because  he  told  me.  1 

Q.  Where?  A.  In  a  tin  box. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  the  tin  box  was?  A.  No;  Mrs.  Cramer 

Q.  Where  was  it?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  told  me  it  was  in  the  bureau 
drawer. 

Q.  Where  was  the  bureau?  A.  In  the  room. 

Q  Was  the  room  as  large  as  this?  A.  No. 

Q.  While  you  were  in  there,  then,  could  you  not  open  the  drawer 
ana  take  it r  A.  res. 

n  ftflr  not?,  A  ,IIe  t,°'d  n,e  1  take  the  papers. 

Q.  W  ha,  did  he  say  when  he  told  you  you  could  take  the  papers’ 
A.  lie  said,  You  can  have  mv  papers.” 

q.  Why  did  you  not  immediately  take  them.  You  sav  it  was  a 
room  eight  by  twelve.  A.  T  do  not  know  why  I  did'  not  take 
them. 

*234  Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  they  were  in  the  bureau  drawer? 
A.  No  sir. 

Q.  But  Mrs.  Cramer  did.  and  still  you  did  not  take  them?  A 
No. 

Q.  And  yet  you  tried  to  get  her  to  take  them?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  also  ask  the  nurse  to  get  them?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Why  were  you  so  anxious  to  get  the  papers  that  particular 
night?  A.  Because  T  suspected,  had  suspected  all  along  that  there 
was  something  crooked  going  on  somewhere  and  I  wanted  the 
papers  as  soon  as  T  could  get  them  to  find  out  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  For  how  long  had  you  suspicioned  that?  A.  I  had  suspicioned 
it  for  a  long  while. 

Q.  Ever  since  his  first  visit  to  Greenwich?  A.  I  could  not  sav 
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not'  Whitb  y°U  Say  WMe  written  l,v  Jlre-  Cramer?  A.  No,  I  have 
:  now?  1  A*  No  °'‘e  ‘°ld  y°U  tha‘  tllere  are  any  le,,ers  in  existence 

Q'  '‘‘Man”?reA  rNon  ^  MfS  Cri""el'  PurP°rting  ,0  be  signed 

230  Q.  \\  lien  you  came  down  here  in  response  to  a  telegram 
sent  you  by  Mrs  Cramer  m  March,  von  arrived  at  night  1 
«h  nk  you  said?  A.  I  think  it  was  between  ieven  and  eight.  ’ 
v  1  1,1  J°U  talk  with  your  grandfather  about  an  inventory-  of  his 

evening1.  la‘  A  ,Ie  told  ,,le  >»*  affairs  -luring  the 

n  v"1  ya  j1Usk,hi'!‘  (°.r  ""  inventory?  A.  |  ,1,,  not  think  I  did. 
T  Hi-'l  I',1',-  ,  n°‘  ask  •ln"  f°r1an  inventory?  A.  I  do  not  think 

I  Sid  take  Se  p^r"  1  ^  "0t  1  did‘  J  "lillk  he  *>id 

?■  m  bv*,eb  '0U  •V0U  eould  take  the  papers?  A  Yes 
Jl  \\  by  did  you  not  take  them?  A.  1  did  not  know  where  they 

»VuiC.‘  * 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  where  they  were?  A.  No..  He  was  in 

rj\rta*f  ,lien|ally  that  be  would  come  to  and  tell  vou  a  thing 
and  then  he  would  go  back.  lie  was  not  in  a  state  to  know  what 
he  was  doing.  He  said  to  me  once  that  I  could  have  the  papers 
and  the  next  minute  lie  thought  I  had  the  papers;  and  the  next 

what* he  was  doing.  '“,e  *°  haV6  "le  papW-  IIe  did  not  know 

Q-  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  bis  illness  made  his  mind  wander’ 
A.  Hi*  mind  wandered  part  of  the  time  and  part  of  the  time  it  did 

Mi  "k \i  So"*etlnles  he  was  clear  and  others  he  did  not  know- 
231  whether  he  was  talking  to  me  or  to  someone  lie  never  saw 

,,  ,.  "  aTs  his  mind  clear  much  of  the  time  or  very  little  of 

the  time.  A.  T  should  say  about  half  the  time. 

Q.  And  when  it  was  clear  was  it  so  dear  that  vou  felt  lie  was 
talking  intelligently  and  knew  what  he  was  talking  about’  \ 

w"rS  "  ^  he  was  and  sometimes  it  seemed  as' if  he 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  he  was  talking  about  busi- 

r^d  M!rw..r  A- He  to,d  ,,,e  h,>"'  - had  ™ 

Q.  How  much  did  lie  tell  you  he  had  left?  A.  $40,000. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  what  lie  had  done  with  the  rest’  \  \fv 

impression  is  I  -lid  not.  I  told  him  I  always  believed  he  had  a  great 
deal  more.  ‘  s 

Q.  hat  did  he  say?  A.  I  do  not.  remember  his  answer;  Inf  T 
do  not  think  lie  made  any  particular  answer  about  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  his  will,  to  you?  A.  Tie  told  me  hi- 
will  was  west  and  I  was  the  executor  of  it.  and  that  I  muld  go  out 
boss  and  straighten  the  thing  out. 

Q.  He  contemplated  death,  did  he?  A.  Yes;  he  thought  he  was 
going  to  die  right  away.  Tie  inferred  he  was  going  to  be 
232  put  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  what  he  had  done  with  the  balance 

of  his  money?  A.  No. 


FENTON  .T.  ttURt),  ETC..  VS.  t.AURA  K.  CRAMER. 


Ill 


Q.  You  stated  that  Mrs.  Cramer  went  in  at  least  three. times  to 
Ket  those  papers  for  you?  A.  She  attempted  to. 

m  !)vV  S^le  no*  ^le,n  ?  A.  The  nurse  interfered 

W-  here  was  the  nurse  when  your  grandfather  was  telling  you 

ahont  these  things?  A.  Out  of  the  room,  I  think.  I  will  not  sweir 

to  that,  les,  I  am  pretty  positive  I  was  in  the  room  alone  with 
nun. 

Q.  For  how  much  of  the  time  were  you  alone  with  vour  grand- 
fatlmr  that  mght?  A.  Off  and  on;  I  cannot  positively  say  how 

iv,""!01!  aP  ten  n,inutes?  A.  Yes;  1  should  sav. 

0.  W  hy  did  you  not  get  the  papers  yourself?  A.  I  tell  you  I  did 
not  know  where  they  were. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  go  in  yourself  to  get  them  when  Mrs  Cra¬ 
mer  told  you  where  they  were  and  started  to  get  them  herseK9  \ 
because  I  sav  part  of  the  time  he  told  me  T  could  have  then!  n  d 
part  oi  the  time  lie  said  1  could  not  have  them.  He  was  in  and  out 
oqo  suspected  something  wrong  and  I  wanted  the  papers 

•  v.  <T  '!  n?T  !l  fact  you  did  a8k  hil"  f'»r  an  inventorv  that 

(}.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  asked  him  where  he  kept  the  inventorv 
of  Ins  estate?  A.  T  do  not  believe  1  did.  T  knew  where  he  kept  it 
because  he  told  me.  " 

Q.  Where?  A.  In  a  tin  box. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  the  tin  hox  was?  A.  No;  Mrs.  Cramer 
told  me. 

Q.  Where  was  it?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  told  me  it  was  in  the  bureau 
drawer. 

Q.  AVhere  was  the  bureau?  A.  In  the  room. 

Q.  Was  the  room  as  large  as  this?  A.  No. 

Q  Whde  you  were  in  there,  then,  could  you  not  open  the  drawer 
and  take  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q-  did  Vm  not?,  A  lie  told  me  I  could  take  the  papers. 

q  \\  hat  did  he  say  when  he  told  you  you  could  take  the  papers9 
A.  lie  said.  You  can  have  my  papers.” 

immediately  take  them.  You  sav  it  was  a 
room  eight  by  twelve.  A.  I  do  not  know  whv  T  did'  not  take 
them. 

‘234  Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  they  were  in  the  bureau  drawer? 
A.  No  sir. 

Q.  But  Mrs.  Cramer  did.  and  still  you  did  not  take  them?  A 
No. 

Q.  And  yet  you  tried  to  get  her  to  take  them?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  also  ask  the  nurse  to  get  them?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  AVhy  were  you  so  anxious  to  get  the  papers  that  particular 
night?  A.  Because  T  suspected,  had  suspected  all  along  that  there 
was  something  crooked  going  on  somewhere  and  I  wanted  the 
papers  as  soon  as  I  could  get  them  to  find  out  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  For  how  long  had  you  suspicioned  that?  A.  I  had  suspicioned 
it  for  a  long  while. 

Q.  Ever  since  his  first  visit  to  Greenwich?  A.  I  could  not  say 
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when  I  Ijegan  to  suspect  it,  but  I  suspected  it  sufficiently  that  the 
>ear  before  I  had  asked  a  friend  to  consult  a  lawyer  in  Washington 
to  hnd  out  what  could  be  done  to  have  a  committee  appointed  to 
take  care  of  Ins  affairs,  because  I  felt  lie  was  perfectly  incompetent 
I  hat  was  a  year  lie  fore  he  was  taken  sick.  ' 

Q.  Let  us  see  if  I  can  refresh  your  recollection.  You  remember 
"hen  he  was  in  Greenwich  the  first  time?  A.  Yes. 

4 1  V'r\lm  Tt,Iat  ,le  l,ron,ised  to  give  you  an  inventory 
-•>o  that  following  January?  A.  Yes. 

(.o  II.adT-\oll1anv  at  that  time  that  something 

\\a*  wrong.  A.  I  had  no  suspicion  that  any  large  amounts  were 
nemg  taken  away  from  him.  no. 

Q.  When  did  you  have  a  suspicion  that  large  amounts  were  being 
tnken  away.  A.  I  never  had  a  suspicion  at  all.  I  suspicioned  lie 

was  incompetent  to  take  care  of  his  business,  and  I  tried  to  find  out 
what  was  going  on. 

(I  But  a  few  minutes  ago  you  gave  as  a  reason  for  vour  anxietv 
to  get  your  grandfathers  papers,  that  you  suspicioned  somethin- 
wrong?  A.  Aes.  1 

Q.  I)id  your  suspicion  begin  hack  as  far  as  at  Greenwich  on  his 
hrst  visit  t  A.  1  hat  I  do  not  know.  I  said  that  a  year  before  tliev 
were  so  strong  1  had  requested  a  certain  man  living  in  Washington 

to  put  me  m  touch  with  a  lawyer  so  I  could  find  out  what  could 
he  done. 

Q.  That  was  a  year  before?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  low  long  had  you  entertained  those  suspicions  before  von 
consulted  that  gentleman?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you.  It  was  some- 
thing  that  came  on  gradually. 

Q-  Is  n  not  a  fact  that  when  he  was  in  Greenwich  on  the 
236  occasion  of  his  first  visit  he  told  you  what  his  asset/s  were? 
A.  No  sir.  lie  never  told  me  what  they  were. 

Q.  And  your  suspicions  were  not  aroused  bv  that  fact9  \  Vo¬ 
ile  never  told  anvbodv. 

•  * 

Q.  When  he  was  there  on  his  second  visit — which  was  in  what 
vear?  A.  The  year  after? 

Q.  1908,  1  think  you  said?  A.  1908,  yes  sir. 

Q  Were  your  suspicions  then  existing?  A.  The  same  grade  of 
suspicions  that  led — the  man  was  getting  older  and  older  and  he  was 
susceptible.  I  did  not  know  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  During  this  year  and  more  that  you  had  the  suspicions  that 
there  was  some  fraud  practiced,  as  you  say,  tell  me  just  what  effort 
you  made  to  ascertain  what  his  property  consisted  of,  and  whether 
or  not  he  hnd  been  defrauded?  A.  T  made  no  efforts.  1  could  not 
make  any  efforts.  • 

Q.  Aon  asked  him  for  an  inventory  every  time  you  saw  him?  A. 

I  asked  him  in  February;  that  is,  this  last  February  because  he  a-ot 
one  in  January. 

Q.  A\  as  that  the  only  time  vou  saw  him  after  that  vear9  \ 
1910?  ‘  * 

Q.  After  you  consulted  this  gentleman  about  seeing  an  attorney, 
i  t  m  d  i  1  vou  see  your  grandfather  after  that?  A.  I 
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think — that  was  a  year  agp,  1909.  1  do  not  think  1  saw  him 
237  until  February,  1910. 

Q.  \\  here  did  you  see  him  in  1909?  A.  1  did  not  see  him 

in  1909.  1  do  not  think  1  saw  him  in  1909,  from  the  time  1  con¬ 

sulted  this  man.  The  first  time  1  saw  him  afterwards  was,  1  think, 
in  i  ebruary,  1910. 

Q.  Now,  my  question  was  did  you  see  him  at  all  in  1909?  A. 
Yes. 

Q.  \\  here?  A.  1  saw  him  in  July,  1909. 

Q.  Where?  A.  At  Flatbush.  It  seems  to  me  he  was  there  that 

summer,  with  Mrs.  Cramer's  daughter. 

Q.  That  is  where?  A.  In  Brooklyn. 

Q.  For  what  length  of  time  did  you  see  him  there?  A.  1  saw 
him  once,  1  think. 

Q.  for  what  length  of  time?  A.  Part  of  an  afternoon;  two  or 
three  hours. 

Q*  I  rior  to  that  when  had  you  seen  him?  A.  \\  hen  he  came 
to  my  house  the  summer  before. 

Q.  1  hen  what  was  there  that  took  place  after  he  left  your  house 
the  summer  before  that  aroused  your  suspicion  that  something 
was  wrong?  A.  After  he  left  my  house  in  1908? 

Q  ^  6s*  A.  1  do  not  think  there  was  any  particular  incident. 

Q.  You  sav  that  you  entertained  suspicions?  A.  Yes  sir 

238  I  did.  . 

Q.  I*1  1909.  I  ask  you  what  took  place,  or  what  caused 
them  to  exist.  A.  It  simply  was  that  1  have  known  for  years  that  he 
was  yen*  susceptible  to  any  spiritualistic  communications,  from  his 
letters  and  his  conversations,  which  influenced  him  in  his  business. 

I  felt  all  the  time  that  he  was  weak  on  that  point.  Then  he  was 
getting  older  and  was  getting  more  susceptible  and  had  less  resistance 
to  any  influence  brought  on  him.  I  knew  some  influence  was 
being  induced  on  him  from  letters  1  received. 

Q.  But  you  said  you  had  no  suspicion  when  he  was  in  Greenwich 
except  that  you  were  a  little  fearful  maybe  that  something  was 
wrong ;  and  after  that  your  suspicions  became  active  and  you  con¬ 
sulted  a  friend  in  Washington?  A.  Simply  as  he  went  oil  he  got 
older,  and  it  seemed  to  me  I  got  little  intuitions  that  the  man  was 
not  as  competent  as  he  had  been.  That  is  all.  There  was  no 
particular  point  where  I  got  strongly  suspicious. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  that  occurred  to  armuse  your  suspicion9 
A.  Not  any  one  particular  thing. 

Q.  Simply  a  growing  suspicion?  A.  Yes,  a  growing  suspicion. 

J >id  not  Mrs.  Cramer  get  you  the  papers  and  boxes  that  night9 
A.  No  sir.  & 

oon  9  ^,hen  <li<1  she  «et  ,llem?  A-  The  next  day. 

239  u  Q-Aoh°  ™W?ested  Mr  Fen‘°n  J.  Hurd’s  going  to  the 
hospital.  A.  I  could  not  sav  whether  Mrs.  Cramer  or  I 

hUR8itaie<1  ''  fim‘  Rf>t  '  °f  US  ”ere  keen  t0  set  him  to  go  to  the 

r  Q-  Didshe  not  s®>'  tha.t  h®,  sho,,Ifl  Ko:  that  she  could  not  care 
for  him,  he  was  so  ill?  A.  She  made  such  a  statement 

15 — 2483a 
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cn?\  "hen  dki'  V®  g0  t0  ,he  ho-]’itaI?  A.  About  the  middle  of 
ounday,  around  about  noon,  I  think. 

Q.  Where  was  (he  nurse  when  (lie  tin  box  and  papers  were  uolten 
do  you  know?  A.  1  could  no.  say  whether  she  was'  out  ofThetom 
"i  not.  My  impression  is  that  l)r.  Wall  and  the  nurse  were  there 

out  the  paLrerandfi"her  "*  "le  "'me  Mrs  Cran,er  "ent  «nd  brought 

0JO  A  A  l,le  roonl  at  ,he  time,  too?  A.  No  sir. 

U  9i  ‘  \t  n“rse  ri,|"'e  to  allo'v  .'  ott  to  come  into  the 

loonir  A.  iNo  sir. 

A.' Tlle'nigln  —  ""<>  the  room? 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  asked  your  grandfather  for  an  in- 

i'ri dav  nbrbi  hlr  ,e  l1<’1,1  •vou— 1  rofe|-  >0  the  occasion 

.‘I  ';V  "lght  a,’°1u]t  'vl*"h  you  have  t.een  talking— ami  he  told 
\ou  that  vou  would  not  get  those  papers  until  after  his  death  and 
that  you  would  gef  them  then?  A.  I  say  that  on  that  night  he 
was  111  a  condition  where  you  might  ask  him  a  question  and  he 
would  answer  it  one  way,  and  a  few  minutes  later  answer  it  another 

Q.  My  question  is  if  he  answered  it  that  wav?  A.  I  sav  tb  it  he 

imswered  one  way,  and  in  a  few  minutes  would  answer  it  another 
* 

Q.  Did  he  or  did  lie  not  say  that  you  could  not  have  those  n-mers 
until  after  he  was  dead?  A.  I  say  that  he  was  in  si, cl,  a  condhhm 

take  wwrofmriuirs"S<,mC!  "eS  he  “«et  them  and 

ia.  (dIe.  °,1  n1.'  I)af>ei*s  >  in  a  minute  be  would  sav  1 

going  U,  be  better  and  would  bang  on  to  his  stuff  ami  mke  care  of 

was  pie  v  har.l  t..  get  a  sequence  from  a  man  half  d/lirious. 

,  1  !i  •  T  <  ^»ners  sou  mid  his  wife  not  to 

-41  tome  to  the  hospital  for  a  couple  days?  A.  When? 

•  .  „v  \  t  6  *  ii*V,n-v  t,n,e  <luri,,K  your  visit  down  here  to  Wash- 
in^tou .  A.  I  could  not  sav  a-*  to  that  f  pnni  i  ,  .  4 

Bui  I  .ill  vuliinieer  tl.i,  . . . .  ,  „  i.  f  ‘  I'"1 

i  'Sili  "°*  ’l"“  . . .  1  . . .  yv.ryi.iv  .IS, 

ciffina  it  ,;i?j  £?£%£•?*  '!"r**j* ><»• 

then  to  come  and  see  him?  A.  It  was  m-oii  .'i,*  ol'I'  e  °f  days,  and 
when  he  left  the  hospital  at  li  o'clock  in  the  morning?6  "'e'"  that 

the  quitioJ?  ^  "‘em  ,he  <laN  ’-efore.  What  is 

the  hospital?  A.  I  could0 not'taV whether  niiV""'  lhenTeo,ne  to 

away?Y  A.  KtaSnf  VOUr  n'in<i  the  Mare  to  take  him 

Q.  And  you  cannot  sav  knowing  lio 

you  invited  them  to  call  after  he  would  1  KmnR  awa.v>  whether 
not  remember.  6  1,e  «°ne  or  not?  A.  I  do 
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or  may  not?  Q.  I  could  not  say;  I  don’t  re- 


Q.  You  may 
member 

242  Q.  How  many  times  did  you  visit  Mrs.  Cramer’s  residence, 
or  apartments,  to  stay  over  night?  A.  I  never  stayed  over 
night  at  1300,  and  1  only  visited  t lie  other  apartment  on  14th 
stieet,  I  think  it  was,  once,  and  that  was  several  years  ago.  I  could 
not  state  whether  I  stayed  over  night  or  not;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  you  stayed  over  night  and  had  to  sleep  with 
\?*}T  £rn,)dfather?  A.  T  do  not  remember.  Mv  impression  is  1 
did  not.  T  hat  is  an  incident  I  have  forgotten. 

Q.  The  reason  T  have  asked  you  several  times  about  those  so-called 
communications  is  that  in  your  examination  in  chief  you  said, 

I  have  also  seen  some  of  the  communications.  A.  So  have  vou. 


-  ----  .V.  uu  iiavv  YOU. 

W-  1  "ill  now  ask  you  if  you  have  reference  to  the  paper  which 
was  introduced  yesterday,  marked  the  Blanch  letter.  A.  Yes  sir 

\  1  /X  A. _  •  .  •  .  _  * 


24.3 


Q. 

7  bv 


-t-iv  i  ',7  1  . ICS  Oil. 

'e  two  communications,  one  from  Blanch,  and  one  that  I 

<io  not  know  who  wrote. 

3Jien  the  other  one  that  has  not  been  produced,  awav  hack 
m  1<SJ.),  you  do  not  know  anything  about?  A.  No. 

Q.  They  are  the  only  two  to  which  you  had  reference?  A.  Yes. 

j*'  Iien  vVOU  111  •V()Ur  testimony  the  other  dav  that  your 
grandfather  had  received  communications,  did  you  or  did  you  not 
mean  that  he  told*  you  he  had  received  them?  A.  lie  told  me  he 
had  received  them,  and  he  had  written  letters  T  had  .seen  saving 
he  had  received  them. 

Q.  Tt  was  upon  that  information  that  vou  gave  that  testi¬ 
mony?  A.  Yes. 

i\ou  *1*?^  the  small  room  your  grandfather  had,  about 
I-.  Did  you  see  Mrs.  Cramer’s  room  at  those  apartments,  the 
•same  apartments?  A.  As  .near  as  I  could  find  out  she  was  sleep¬ 
ing  in  the  parlor.  * 

J 1  rnTnt  a  fapt,  hpr, ,,p<i  roo,».  was  just  the  same  size  as  that  of 
*71  7*  ^  FTnrd.  A.  My  impression  is  it  ivas  larger 

Y'm  a.re  >jot  certain  about  it?  A.  I  did  not  measure,  hut 
nn  impression  is  it  was  a  larger  room.  None  of  the  rooms  are 
'PD  large,  hut  it  is  my  impression  it  was  a  larger  room. 

•  J!  mo,,era,p  sizp,l  apartment  house  here  in  Wash- 

/'•  Ihe  apartment  house  is  fairly  good  sized,  hut  no 
room  of  the  apartment  is  of  eonsiderable  size.  T  do  not  believe 
then?  is  a  room  in  the  apartment  as  big  as  this  room. 

is  about  12™"}*  What  S’7e'  WOuld  vou  “U  A-  This  room 

Q.  TTave  you  told  me  all  he  told  you  about  his  affairs  the  night 
hat  you  arrn-ed  on  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  before  he  left  to  go  to 

O  WPW  !•  A^YnntTuhflVe  t0,d  a11  1  remember 
Q.  ^  hat  time  did  Dr  Wall  get  there,  if  you  know?  A.  Mv  im- 

944  Pres^01}  lp  Dr  ^  a11  c:ot  there  about  nine  o'clock  the  night 
244  T  got  there,  which  was  Friday  night:  I  could  not  swear  to 

Q.  Will  you  explain  what  you  meant  when  you  said  Dr.  Wall 
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acknowledged  he  was  highly  under  the  influence  of  strychnine, 
meaning  your  grandfather?  A.  What  I  meant? 

Q.  ^  es.  A.  Why .  Dr.  Wall’s  statement  that  he  was 
Q.  Is  that  the  way  he  put  it?  A.  I  could  not  give  his  exact  words, 
no.  Imt  he  conveyed  the  impression  in  his  conversation  that  the  man 
was  over  stimulated  with  strychnine.. 

^  ^  hat  idea  did  you  mean  to  convey  bv  stating  the  kev  to 
the  outside  door  had  l»een  removed  from  the  kev  ring  given  to  vou9 
A.  It  was  a  very  suspicious  incident  to  my  mind.  These  keys  were 
landed  over  to  me  and  I  was  told  they  were  the  wav  they  came 
off  his  person.  To  my  surprise  when  I  wanted  to  go  back  and 
search  his  room  for  other  hooks,  the  kev  was  gone 

Q.  ^  on  wanted  to  go  in  there  in  their  absence?  A.  He  had  a 

room  there.  I  was  taking  care  of  him  and  I  had  a  perfect  right  to 
go  into  his  room.  '  p  *  1 

Q-  Did  you  ever  ask  your  grandfather  alxmt  that  kev?  A.  Yes 
And  lie  says  it  was  on  the  ring  when  lie  last  saw  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  Mr^.  Cramer’s  son  was  married9  \  I 
do  not  know  about  that,  no. 

245  Q.  Had  vour  grandfather  told  you  he  had  been  married 
time’  "/"No  ""C  bpf<’re‘  and  1,6  had  «iven  the  key  to  him  at  that 

t  li  DJi  y?"  yesterday  that  Mrs.  Cramer  said  that  Mr.  Fenton 
J.  Third  had  asked  her  to  kill  him.  and  that  she  had  agreed  to  do  it? 
-'•  That  was  the  statement  Mrs.  Cramer  made  to  me 

him  quiet.  6  ‘°M  V0"  'U,d  asreed  to  do  i,?  A-  Yea.  to  keep 

Q.  Did  she  say  anything  to  lead  vou  to  believe  die  had  hemm 
to  put  it  into  effect’  A  The  old  man  kept  constantly  calling  forlier 
to  put  it  into  effect.  1  lint  was  all  T  saw. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  when  he  called  her?  A.  He  kept  calling  her 
and  calling  her  He  would  send  me  and  the  nurse  out  of  the 
room.  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer  what  it  meant  and  then  she  told  me 

•.  meidido0t  sn.v.  himself  what  he  wanted  her  for?  A.  He  said 
it  would  he  all  over  in  the  morning,  for  me  to  go  to  the  hotel  and 
vhen  I  came  back  it  would  be  all  over. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that?  A.  Mv  grandfather. 

'  dld  •v’on  wnderstand  him  to  mean  bv  “It  would  lie  all 
over?”  A.  I  understood  he  would  he  dead. 

9A<i  Qi/lhati,,'"i  K,lea  was  lle  "■°u|d  l>e  dead?  A.  Yes-  it 
24b  would  be  all  finished. 

.  Wa"  .Your,  grandfather  dressed  while  he  was  in  lied’ 

VUTTT  'S  ,e"  1  #*  ,llerp  lle  tu,d  his  night  gown  on 

A™  t*£ixr y°"  ** »« w. 

%>r 

Mr.  Ford:  I  do  not  recall  that  he  said  any  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  Lester. 

1  Ti11  ,af*  -vo"  if  ypu  ■’I'd  that  Mrs.  Cramer  said  the  effects 
were  on  his  body,  any  of  Ins  papers?  A.  I  do  not  remember.  I  do 
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not  think  I  mentioned  it,  but  1  would  say  this:  Mrs.  Cramer  said 
she  had  great  difficulty  to  get  his  clothes  off.  He  fought  her.  (All 
ms  effects  were  a  handkerchief  when  they  were  handed  to  me.) 

Q.  lou  do  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  he  had  any  property 
secreted  about  his  person,  do  you?  A.  Not  when  I  got  there;  every¬ 
thing  had  been  striped  off  of  him. 

Q.  M  hen  was  your  last  conversation  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I 
think  the  last  conversation  with  Mrs.  Cramer  was  on  Sunday  that 
Sunday  I  was  there. 

Q.  The  same  Sunday  your  grandfather  was  taken  to  the  hospital9 
A.  Yes;  the  13th,  I  think  it  was. 

Q-  ^  a8  ,Mrs-  Cramer  at  Greenwich  with  vour  grandfather?  A 
Ihe  first  time,  yes. 

Q-  For  what  period  of  time?  A.  Just  a  few  days. 

*-4'  Q.  Did  she  come  with  him?  A.  I  could  not  swear  to 
that;  I  do  not  think  she  did.  She  came  up  and  took  him 
home.  No,  1  am  pretty  positive  she  did  not  come  with  him  I  met 
him  at  the  boat.  T  think  he  came  up  on  the  Old  Dominion  boat 
and  I  met  him  at  the  boat  and  brought  him  up  in  the  automobile. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  went  down  in  your  automobile  to  New 
lork  and  got  Mrs.  Cramer  and  carried  her  up  to  Greenwich  on 
the  occasion  of  which  you  are  speaking?  A.  When  she  came  up 
but  not  with  my  grandfather.  ’ 

Q  At  the  time  your  grandfather  was  there?  A.  He  was  there  in 
the  house,  and  I  went  down  and  brought  her  up  afterwards. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  time  she  was  there,  was  it  not?  A.  I  think 
so. 

Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Doctor,  you  have  been  asked  by  counsel  for  the  defendant  as 
to  the  manner  of  life  of  your  grandfather  and  grandmother,  whether 
they  lived  expensively  or  otherwise.  Can  you  state  whether  or  not 
your  grandfather  ever  lived  bevond  his  income?  A  I  can 
248  almost  positively  state  that  he  lived  away  inside  of  his  in- 

come  He  bragged  that  he  spent  half  of  his  income  and 
laid  up  half  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge  know  of  anv  incursions  made 
by  him  into  the  principal  of  his  estate,  other  than  these  moneys 
that  he  turned  over  to  defendant  Cramer.  A.  I  do  not  think  I  know 
of  any — I  am  positive,  on  looking  over  his  books,  that  I  cannot 
find  where  Ins  principal  has  ever  been  touched.  That  is  outside  of 
this  present  suit. 

Q  You  also  said,  in  response  to  counsel,  that  you  had  seen  these 
two  spirit  letters  mentioned  by  you,  the  one  that  has  been  offered 
in  evidence,  and  the  one  dated  in  1897 — I  understood  you  to 
say  on  your  direct  examination  that  you  had  seen  Blanch  Shafer 
write  one.  A.  Yes.  I  have  not  got  that.  I  mean  by  my  answer  to 

the  question  T  have  two  at  present  I  have  seen.  That  letter  was  de¬ 
stroyed. 
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OAQ  Y?u  were  sho"'n  8  'etler  purporting:  to  have  been 

-49  w’ntten  by  your  grandfather  to  his  son  Byron  in  which  some 
allusion  is  made  to  a  payment  of  $12,000  to  Ilattie  Smith, 
i  will  ask  you  if  you  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  from  his  books 
" nether  there  was  any  record  of  such  payment?  A.  I  have. 

Have  you  been  able  to  find  anv  such  entry?  A.  No  «ir 
Q,  Do  you  know  where  Hattie  Smith  is?  A!  The  last  I  knew 
of  her  she  was  in  Minnesota. 

*250  I  tecross-exami  nation. 

By  Mr.  Lester. 

'KT Yeti'll  to  ask  you  one  question.  Did  you  ever  tell  your 
grandfather  of  the  scheme  of  arrangement  that  was  made  with 
Blanch  Shafer  to  break  off  his  marriage  with  this  Miss  or  Mrs 
Smith?  A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  anyone  ever  tell  him,  to  your  knowledge?  A.  Not  to  m v 

knowledge.  I  could  not  swear  about  it.  That  is  years  ago;  but  I 
do  not  believe  I  did.  Any  discussion  would  have  been  superfluous 

ton  know  how  it  is  to  argue  with  a  jierson  about  religion  You 
eannot  do  it.  *• 

Q.  You  said  just  now  your  grandfather  had  never  touched  on 
his  income,  [s  it  not  a  fact  he  set  up  your  father  in  business  on  one 

o-i  ?°,oaslon ?  A-  To  ni.v  knowledge  he  did  not,  as  far  back  as 
-ol  I  know. 

*>'en  '*  •vou  heard  Hattie  Smith  was  in  Minne¬ 

sota.  A.  |  lie  last  1  knew  anything  of  her  was  several  vears  ami. 

1  do  not  remember  when  it  was. 

Q,  From  whom  did  you  hear  that?  A.  Why,  1  cannot  tell  vou. 

It  wHi*  mv  impression  she  was  in  Minnesota  the  last  T  knew  anything 
of  her.  *  H 

Q.  And  that  was  two  or  three  years  ago  at  least?  A.  More  than 
that;  I  should  say;  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  where  .-lie  was  in  Minnesota?  A.  The  last  T 
kneiv  of  her  was  in  Meriam  Park.  But  I  understood  she  has  married 

“’Vv  ^",not  know  "  hore  she  «■  I  do  not  know  what  her  name  is. 

V;.  Did  your  grandfather  ever  tell  you  anything  about  her  going 
to  Minnesota?  A.  Going  to  Minnesota? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  She  lived  in  Minnesota. 

252  Q-  !?i(1  ypur  grandfather  ever  tell  you  anything  about  her 
being  in  Mmnesota?  Did  be  ever  tell  vou  anvthing  about 
her  at  all?  A.  Yen-  little.  “  ' 

2od  Mrs.  Lee*M.  Hi  rd,  who.  being  produced  as  witness  of 

lawful  age,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  being  first 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says.  ‘ 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name  and  residence?  A.  Mrs.  Lee  M 

Hurd. 
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_  0*  1 ®®k  y°u  to  please  give  your  Christian  najne?  A.  Linda 
Violet  Hurd. 

Q.  And  your  place  of  residence?  A.  24  Field  Point  Road 
( freemvich,  Connecticut. 

Q.  And  what  is  your  age?  A.  30  years  last  September. 

Q.  lou  are  the  wife  of  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  I  believe?  A.  I  am. 
Q.  ''hen  were  you  married?  A.  September  8th,  1903. 

vi  )v  lere  *lave  y°u  re8l(le<l  since  your  marriage?  A.  In  New 
lork  City,  in  an  apartment  at  200  West  86th  street,  for  three  vears 
1  believe,  and  a  few  months.  Then  we  moved  to  Greenwich  ‘  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  I  have  been  a  resident  since. 

Q-  Have  you  any  children?  A.  I  have  three. 

Q.  What  are  their  names  and  ages?  A.  A  little  girl,  the  eldest 
born  July  2o,  1904,  Mary  Leona  Hurd;  a  little  boy,  Reed  Maidment 
Hurd,  born  July  27,  two  years  later;  another  little  bov  John 
254  Anson  Hurd,  born  July  13,  two  years  later. 
aj.  Q-  What  is  the  condition  of  Reed’s  health?  A.  He  i* 

afflicted  now  with,  1  believe,  a  light  epilepsy  and  is  in  a  verv 
delicate  state  of  health. 

Q.  Does  he  or  not  require  the  constant  attention  of  a  nurse?  A. 
He  has  a  nurse  who  is  never  more  than  a  foot  away  from  him 
Q.  Do  you  know  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  I  do  know  Fenton  J. 
Hurd  to  l>e  the  grandfather  of  my  husband,  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  1  have  known  him  since 
the  year  after  my  marriage. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  he  has  visited  you,  and  if  so,  how 
often/  A.  He  has  visited  us  at  our  home  on  various  occasions  in 
New  i  ork,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  I  should  say,  at  a  time— on  two 
or  three  occasions;  I  cannot  really  remember,  perhaps  oftener.  He 
visited  us  in  Greenwich  for  two  weeks  at  the  first  home  we  had 
there. 

Q.  That  was  what  year?  A.  That  was  in  the  year  1907,  I  think. 
Again  in  the  P  ield  Point  Road  House,  about  two  years  later  I 
think— or  one,  I  could  not  be  sure.  At  any  rate  it  was  the  year 
that  John  Anson  Hurd  was  born.  He  was  there  in  September  of 
that  year  for  a  period  of  almost  three  weeks. 

Q.  How  old  did  you  say  John  Anson  was?  A.  He  was 
2ou  two  years  old  the  13th  of  last  July. 

Q.  1  hat  would  make  the  second  visit  of  Mr.  Hurd  to 
you  in  Greenwich  in  1908,  would  it  not?  A.  Yes. 

i  m  i  ^  ll‘?t  Iias  ^,r-  Hurd’s  attitude  toward  you  and  toward  the 
children  been? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  Always  most  affectionate,  and  he  seemed  to  think  a  great  deal 
of  the  children  and  of  me. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q-  whether  or  not  he  has  made  any  gifts  to  you  or  to  the 

children  ?  J 

Mr.  Lester:  Same  objection. 
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A.  He  lias  made  then,  at  rare  intervals,  I  think  at  Christmas  time 

lY  V’1'  the  ‘1wo  ‘t1  dre,.C  tl,e  "ext  *'lne  *10  for  the  three  children. 
He  has  made  a  little  gift  to  me;  that  is,  it  was  sent  to  me,  a  check 
made  out  to  my  husband  of  $100. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Y  J.)o,  you  know  the  defendant,  Laura  K.  Cramer?  A.  I  do. 
Q.  \\  hen  did  you  meet  her?  A.  ]  met  her  about  a  year.  T  should 
after  [  had  met  Grandpa  Hurd. 

Q.  So  that  you  have  known  her  about  how  long?  A.  About  five 
years.  J  should  say. 

Q.  Has  she  ever  visited  you  in  your  home?  A.  She  has. 

W-  Both  in  New  Virk  and  in  Greenwich?  ,\.  She  lias 

-,,b  <mlv  l,ee''  (1,"e  "ith  us  in  New  York  on  one  or  two  occa- 
sums.  She  has  bee,,  there  to  pay  a  call  at  other  times.  She 
has  stayed  m  my  house  for  three,  four  or  five  davs — I  have  for- 
gotten  which  on  one  occasion  in  Greenwich. 

Q.  Has  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  talked  to  you  about  Mr.  Hurd?  A. 
es  Sue  has  always  impressed  me  with  the  fact  that  Grandfather 
Hurd  was  very  mean  in  dis,iosition  and  that  it  would  never  do  for 
him  to  be  an  inmate  of  our  house  for  the  reason  that  he  disliked 

do  Shine  T  "'"Y-t'f'''  mea"  '°  them-  1  "(‘ver  knew  him  to 
do  anything  to  our  children  except  on  one  occasion  when  Mrs 

SETS*  "  V'"'w’r  at,the,  l""lsc-  aud  at  that  time  he  pttlled  my 

t  !b  S  11  i“nl'  ;.lnce.,le  h**  been  with  us  he  has  been  very  kind 
to  the  children.  He  takes  the  utmost  interest  in  them  and  is  very 
affectionate.  I  could  not  ask  for  a  nicer  grandfather. 

•>--  , ;  !,  \'0U  ever  re,'e've  letters  from  her?  A  Yes 

:  .as  d|e  ever  talked  to  you  with  reference  to  Mr  Hurd’s 
disposition  m  regard  to  money?  A.  Alwavs  that  he  was 
xe  v  stingy.  As  an  instance  she  said  she  asked  him  to  go  and 
get  a  loaf  of  bread  and  did  not  give  him  money  for  it  at  the  time 
11a  when  he  came  back  he  would  be  disagreeable  and  dun  her 
foi  it  until  she  gave  lnm  the  five  cents.  The  last  time  I  saw  her  in 
Hatbush  she  said  he  had  got  so  mean  and  had  alwavs  lieen  mean 
m  fact,  so  that  she  was  obliged  to  make  him  pav  his  board  l.v  the 
month  instead  of  by  the  week:  that  she  could  not  be  bothered' dun¬ 
ning  him  for  it  by  the  xveek. 

H.  How  frequently  were  those  statements  made,  or  were  tliev 
made  more  than  once?  A.  Yes.  r  cannot  sav  positively  how  fre- 

qUo"  \v|h’"  "  aeelms.to  be. ,he  ^eneral  trend  of  her  conversation. 

Q.  \\  lien  was  the  last  time  you  saw’  Mrs.  Cramer?  A  In  Flat- 

That  rrSo1 . ”1  *  >'««'  ««"  to  I-  . . . 

Q.  Did  she,  at  any  time,  say  anything  about  Mr.  Hurd9  V 

hoard  r  £  month  6  me  S,’e  had  to  Illake  »'»"  W  his 

.3  •r’Kl  She  fer  sfl-v  anything  to  you  that  indicated  she  was 

absolutely  'not  ***  *”"*  °f  m0ney  frura  him?  A‘  ind^  J 
%/ 
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Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  the  opinion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness  instead  of  stating  facts. 

258  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Did  she  e\er  say  whether  or  not  she  did  receive  any  money 
trom  lnm?  A.  I  could  say  positively  she  told  me  that  she  had 

never  gotten  any  money  from  him;  that  he  was  esiieciallv  mean 
with  her.  J 

-y0U  remenil>er  an  incident  that  occurred  on  one  of  Mr 
Hurds  visits  to  you  about  some  lost  rubbers?  A.  He  visited  us 
in  .New  1  ork— perhaps  it  was  the  first  time  he  stayed  with  us  in 
Aew  i  ork,  the  first  or  second  time.  When  he  went  home  he  left 
behind  him  a  pair  of  old  nibbers.  He  wrote  from  Washington 
tor  us  to  find  those  rubbers.  We  looked  around  for  them  and  it 
was  sometime  before  we  found  them.  Finally  we  did  find  them  and 
Dr.  llurd  sent  them  to  his  grandfather  and  paid  expressage  of  60 
cents  on  the  rubbers.  At  the  time  he  made  the  remark  that 
-id  grandfather  could  have  bought  a  new  pair  for  ninety  cents. 

In  looking  over  his  books  I  found  a  reference  in  a  letter 
written  from  Mary,  that  says - 

Q.  I)o  not  give  what  the  reference  is. 

Mr  Lester:  Answer  is  objected  to  because  part  of  it  is  hearsav 
and  the  rest  is  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

,.Is  *his  ‘he  book  to  which  you  refer  (handing  book  to  wit¬ 
ness)  ?  A.  That  is  the  book. 

Q.  Is  this  the  entry  to  which  you  refer,  “Mary  says  don’t  be 
hunting  for  rubbers”?  A.  Yes  sir.  y  J 

,  M,",/ 1,1 1 1  J 011  •'■'hhti  whether  or  not  that  is  in  the  handwriting - 

A.  1  hat  is  grandfather  Hurd’s  handwriting. 

Q.  Is  that  also  in  the  handwriting  of  your  grandfather  (referring 

to  a  book  marked  for  identification  L.  M.  II.  No.  2)?  A  Yes _ 

••Huy  something  for  the  house  that  both  of  you  will  enjoy  ” 

Q.  Can  you  fix  the  date  of  that?  A.  It  was  at  the  time  he  vis¬ 
ited  us  m  New  York.  It  must  have  been  in  1905  or  1906.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  year.  1  cannot  fix  it  in  1905  or  1906 
because  it  might  have  been  in  November  or  it  might  have  been  in 
January,  and  I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  date.  My  impression  is 

?60  Q.  V  hen  did  you  last,  see  Mr.  Hurd  prior  to  his  coming 

to  Greenwich  last  March?  A.  At  Flatbush  when  I  went 
on  to  see  lum. 

Q.  Who  was  he  visiting  there?  A.  He  was  visiting  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
daughter,  Mrs.  Johnson. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mrs.  Cramer  at  the  same  time?  A.  Yes  sir 
I  saw  grandfather  Hurd  twice  on  that  visit. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  you  ever  invited  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
to  make  his  home  with  you  and  your  husband?  A.  I  think  I 

16— 2483a 
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rareiy  ever  wrote  to  him  that  I  did  not  try  to  urge  him  to  come 
and  make  his  home  with  us. 

lh,n‘  i? ictnu 'hetAheV  "0t  ,li<1  •S0  011  this  occasion  of  seeing 

him  in  1J0J.  A.  We  went  down  with  the  automobile  on  Sunday 

1  unk  11  " !L'  the  4th  of  July — from  Greenwich.  Dr.  Hurd 
and  myself  started  early  in  the  morning,  thinking  it  would  be  an 
easy  way  for  grandfather  to  come  to  Greenwich,  thinking  that  he 
uaf.  g01'lS  t0.  us.  W  e  went  down  there  and  he  seemed  to  lie—  • 
"e  ,  rather  imbued  with  the  fear  that  he  was  going  to  he  kidnapped 

or  something,  and  would  not  come.  We  went  back  without  l  im 
after  spending  the  day  with  him.  ’ 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  Mr.  Hurd’s 
manner  of  dressing  himself?  A.  Manner  of  dressing  himself’ 

•mi  U  les;  Ule  ,kn?d  of  clothes  he  wore?  A.  Well.  I  don’t 
M  remember  positively,  except  she  said  he  was  always  so  dim 
about  himself.  1  hat  was  an  observation  that  anvone  could 
lm\e  made,  bhe  said  that  she  had  to  keep  telling  him  when  to 
change  lus  clothes  and  give  him  clean  handkerchiefs  and  so  forth 
q.  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  whether  or  not  lie 
dies-ed  expensivefy?  A.  lie  certainly  did  not.  One  suit  was  all 

202  By  Mr.  Ford: 

nioVtm  hh?;?anVll,i,“g  ab°,U  MK-  C“'  hav“*  procured 

Mi.  Lester:  further  objected  to  as  leading. 

,  m  mYeS,  llc  ',oltl  n,e  0,1  lllore  Oitui  one  occasion  that  Ma.  v  had 
lold  ' I V‘  1  V  fslvc  Laura  money  and  to  be  good  to  Laura. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  those  communications  had  come  to  him’  \ 
'tes:  he  said  Mrs.  Cramer  would  write.  And  that  her  hand  would 
become  rigid;  that  she  would  look  the  other  way  and  would  write 
and  that  her  hand  would  lie  very  rigid  when  she  was  done  with 
the  writings;  as  he  puts  it,  more  than  betwixt  lot.  and  do  , 

for  Laura." 6,e  ^  nnd  everv  one  »sking  for  money 

Q.  W  ere  you  present  in  W'allensburg  on  August  12th  1910  when 
the  de^it.on  of  Fenton  .1  Hurd  was  taken?  A.  I  was  si 1 1 1  ng  by 
the  bed  facing  the  door.  Mr.  McLean,  my  husband,  Dr.  Ilurd  Mr 
1  >e«*  and  .vourself  were  in  the  room  Insides  me  Grandpa 
-  '  wus.  'ook'us  out  of  the  window,  I  believe.  Mrs  Cramer 

,  ,  ,nt«  «h«  coon,  ahead  of  her  attornev,  went  up  to  the 

bed  and  laid  her  hands  on  Grandpa  and  said,  “Oh,  Mr  Hurd  tltev 

at  last-  ""7  h-e  SO'  you  a,’ last.  -  This  is  I.alS 

I  ^VHfr  att,0rney,  'a'd  *ds  hand  on  her  shoulder  and  told  her  m 
step  back  and  sit  down,  which  she  did  not  d„  n  ‘  ri  ,  , 
hand,  took  hold  of  her  arm  as  u\  '  ''  fIurd  Ia">  his 

and  Mr.  Pierce  took  the  other  arm  "nd  thev^'T6  °ff  VT' 
Wk.  She  stood  for  a  while  and  then  ,00k  a  chair  alongrfde  £ 
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.  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

^  Q*  ^rs*  ^urf^  'vlien  was  it  you  were  married?  A. 
*2M  September  8,  1903. 

Q.  Since  that  time  how  often  have  you  seen  Mrs.  Cramer? 
A.  Several  times;  ]  cannot  place  it  exactly. 

Q.  I  "ant  you  to  name  all  you  can?  A.  I  met  her  when  I  was 
living  at  80th  street. 

Q.  What  year  was  that?  A.  That  was  about  1906,  I  should  say; 
perhaps  190.).  It  was  the  time  Grandpa  visited  11s  there,  and  as  1  said 
before  it  might  have  been  November  of  one  year  or  January  of  the 
next  year.  I  cannot  place  it  exactly. 

Q.  W  hen  next?  A.  I  think  about  a  year  later. 

Q.  And  "here?  A.  At  my  apartment,  and  at  her  daucditer’s 
house.  ^ 

Q.  Where  next?  A.  T  think  the  next  was  when  she  visited  me 
at  my  home  in  Greenwich.  That  must  have  been  in  1907.  in  the 
summer  of  the  year — no.  it  must  have  been  in  September. 

(L  Then  you  have  only  met  her  about  three  times?  A.  Oh. 
oftener  than  that — at  least  T  seemed  to  know  her  better  On  those 
visUs  I  would  see  her  two  or  three  times.  1  feel  as  if  T  had  seen 

Mrs.  trainer  oftener  than  I  can  remember  just  exactly  where  and 
when. 

Q.  As  I  understand  it  you  have  seen  her  several  times  on  each 
of  those  three  occasions?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Those  are  the  only  three  occasions?  A.  Yes  sir;  at  Flatbush 
Brooklyn.  ’ 

-bo  Q.  then,  if  I  understand  aright,  the  only  times  von  have 

1  Se°"  in  1905>  <>r  1900,  whichever  it  was; 

‘•‘"'rooo '‘.'ni  a0'  .  IOlVn,No"'  York’  nnd  af  Greenwich ;  and  again 
in  1909  at  Flatbush.  Is  that  correct?  A.  T  think  §0. 

Q.  And  the  only  times  you  have  seen  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  were 
when  you  were  very  ill  that  time  he  came  to  New  York,  about  a  vear 
alter  you  were  marnedj  again  when  he  was  in  New  York  with  Mrs 

ona  ;  r;l,"'!“W1  100,i-  whichever  it  was;  again  in  1907. 

-M>  both  ill  New  Aork  and  at  Greenwich:  again  in  1909  at  Flat- 

„  .  ,u?h  •'  A  Tl  was  the  same  year  he  was  in  New  York*  and  at 
flatbush.  There  was  a  year  between.  There  were  two  different  oc- 
casions  and  about  a  year  between. 

Q.  Otherwise  T  have  stated  it  correctly?  A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  How  long- was  he  with  you  the  first  time  he  was  at’ Green¬ 
wich  f  A.  He  was  there  two  or  three  weeks  at  that  time. 

Q.  And  the  second  time  how  long  was  he  there?  A.  He  was 
there  three  weeks,  T  am  pretty  sure.  T  cannot  say  positively,  only 
as  mv  recollection  serves  me. 

Q.  He  refused  to  go  to  Greenwich  in  1909,  did  he?  A  Yes 
He  seemed  to  he  imbued  with  the  fear  that  he  was  going  to  be 
kidnapped.  For  instance  we  wanted  to  take  him  for  a  ride  in  the 
automobile  and  he  would  not  go. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  bis  being  imbued  with  fear?  A.  If 
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we  invited  him  to  ride  in  the  ear  lie  skipped  upstairs  as  fast  as  his 
breath  would  let  him,  and  so  we  took  the  Johnson  and  Cramer 
families  to  ride  instead. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  mean  when  you  sav  lie  seemed  to  he  imbued 
with  fear?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  ^  on  would  invite  him  to  ride,  and  instead  of  riding  he 
skipped  upstairs  and  you  took  that  as  his  being  imbued  with  fear 
that  be  was  going  to  be  kidnapped.  A.  Yes. 

267  Q.  That  is  all  you  mean?  A.  Yes.  That  is  all  T  mean. 

Q.  Did  you,  on  that  occasion,  say  anything  to  anybody 
that  if  you  got  him  in  Greenwich  you  would  have  a  commission 
appointed  to  investigate  bis  sanity?'  A.  No.  I  said  words  to  the 
effect  that  be  was  not  doing  as  be  should,  and  that  be  was  a  verv 
old  man  and  he  ought  to  he  with  bis  own  people.  I  did  not  sav 
that  if  we  got  him  in  (Ireenwich  we  would  have  anv  commission 
appointed,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  for  we  bad  no  such  intention. 

All  I  said  was  that  be  ought  to  be  with  us,  or  with  bis  own  family _ 

that  is.  his  son  or  with  us.  And  that  if  be  did  not  treat,  us  a  little 

more  kindl\.  that  1  thought  steps  might  be  taken  to  have  a  guardian 
appointed  for  him. 

Q.  By  saving  be  ought  to  be  with  bis  family  whom  did  von 

mean.  A.  TIB  son  and  bis  son’s  wife,  who  have  a  comfortable 
home,  as  we  have. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  strained  relations  between  Mr.  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  and  bis  son?  A.  No:  T  never  have  since  T  have  been  a 
meml>er  of  the  family. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  of  any  thing  of  that  sort?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  be  visit  hB  son  so  far  as  you  know?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  know  of  bis  visiting  bis  son?  A.  Tt  is 
a  £°0<^  ,wav  off*  1  remember  him  traveling  up  there  once 
208  to  my  knowledge.  He  stayed  for  a  month.  I  guess;  and 
came  from  there  to  my  house. 

Q.  You  said  lie  only  had  one  suit  of  clothes.  A.  T  meant  that 
his  clothes  were  few  and  far  between.  T  did  not  mean  literally  one 
sm  .  T  meant  perhaps  he  had  an  old  suit  for  the  house  and  a 
better  suit :  hut  lit-  clothes  were  shabby  for  a  man  who  had  means  a- 
he  had. 

Q.  A  ou  mean  he  was  close  about  buying  clothes9  A  Yes  T 

remember  his  wearing  one  old  dirty  hat.  and  he  happened  to  get 

Ins  head  in  the  way  of  a  gas  jet  and  the  jet  made  a  hole  in  the  hat 

lie  took  some  court  plaster  and  put  over  the  hole  and  wore  the  hat 
for  some  years. 

Q.  AA  as  he  close  about  other  matters,  so  far  as  you  could  observe 
as  well  as  his  clothes?  A.  A  es  sir.  He  used  to  go  to  market  with 

"n,  ''  i'",'1  "  u,,evor  hi,,i  r  traded  were  always  a 

little  too  big  although  he  always  went  with  the  idea  of  paving  for 

iHintever  T  bought.  Hut  he  always  had  to  have  a  little  objection 
as  to  the  amount.  •'  l,un 

Q  Did  he  pay  for  them?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  objecting?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then,  from  your  observation  he  was  stingy?  A.  Very. 
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Q.  W  as  he  also  inclined  to  he  a  little  careless  so  far  as  being 
cleanly?  ere  his  clothes  dirty?  A.  Yes,  I  do  not  like  to  admit 
it,  hut  I  must. 

Q.  \\  hen  he  got  to  Greenwich  on  March  17  you  say  that 
he  was  two  weeks  in  hed  before  he  got  up?  A.  I  think  he 
was;  about  that  time.  I  cannot  sav  positively,  for  my  little  bov 
was  very  sick,  too. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  good  deal  of  him  at  that  time?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  M  hat  was  his  condition;  very  ill?  A.  He  was  very  weak, 
very  ill.  He  had  been  paralyzed  to  his  waist.  That  paralysis 
gradually  wore  off  with  pro]>er  treatment,  and  he  got  so  he  could 
move  his  legs  about  in  bed.  Finally  he  got  so  he  could  put  his  legs 

to  the  floor  and  get  into  a  chair  which  1  had  placed  right  by  the 
bed.  17 

Q.  I  was  speaking  only  of  the  first  two  weeks  when  he  was  in 
Greenwich?  A.  That  is  when  he  was  in  bed. 

Q  After  that  he  recovered  his  mentality,  did  he?  A.  His 
mentality  1  think  was  that  of  an  old  man.  We  never  had  ques- 

tinned  his  mentality,  but  we  did  question  his  good  sense  in  what  he 
did. 


Q.  1  am  talking  about  after  he  got  up  there  in  March.  A.  He 
was  very  weak  and  bedridden  so  that  his  mind  was  not  clear. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  two  weeks?  A.  The  first  two  weeks,  yes. 
Q.  Then  he  improved?  A.  He  improved  gradually,  but  very! 
very  slowly.  He  did  not  want  to  be  bothered  with  any- 
*270  thing.  He  wanted  everything  put  on  someone  else’s 
shoulders  and  not  to  f>e  bothered  with  anything  at  all. 

Q.  \  on  mean  by  that  if  you  talked  about  things  they  seemed  to 
\v on \  him?  A.  No;  but  he  did  not  want  to  be  bothered  with  his 
business  or  his  business  affairs.  He  wanted  to  be  left  alone. 

Q.  He  seemed  to  shirk  talking  about  his  business  affairs?  A. 

Well,  yes;  in  a  way— like  a  sick  person  will  sav,  “Don’t  bother  me- 
T  want  to  re«t.” 


Q  ire  always  was  rather  careful  about  telling  anvthing  about  his 
business,  so  far  as  you  observed?  A.  As  far  as  I  observed,  I  think 


Q.  Was  he  more  so  during  this  sickness?  A.  No. 

Q.  Ju-t  about  the  same?  A.  He  would  answer  any  questions 
that  \y ei e  put  to  him  in  the  way  that  a  sick  man  would. 

().  You  had  no  trouble  then  with  agreeing  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
when  she  told  you  that  he  wa«  mean  and  stingy?  A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  ask  Mrs.  Cramer  if  he  had 
2,1  ever  given  her  money?  A.  I  never  asked  her.  She 
volunteered  the  information. 

Q  What,  did  she  sav?  A.  She  said  he  gave  to  everybody  else, 
hut  he  would  not  give  her  a  cent. 

Q.  Did  she  say  to  whom  he  gave  it?  A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  her  to  mean  when  she  said  he  gave 
to  everybody  else?  A.  For  instanee.  she  would  take  the  matter  of 
oar  tickets  whieh  she  said  he  would  give  people.  She  said  her 
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*®  «*  >"'r  ""d  J;**  would  hand  them  a  car  ticket, 

But  he  never  hands  me  a  car  ticket.”  That  is  only  an  instance. 

AV,iJ  r  r ,K  *m"r  ?,j,,'ons  "'"h  Mr  Fenton  .T  TTurd  were  always 
extremely  friendly;  did  you  say  that?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  no  disagreements  or  anything  of  that  sort?  A.  No- 
not  that  w e  did  not  settle  up  immediately. 

Q.  Was  your  correspondence  with  him  friendly  and  affectionate? 

A  In ;i vs.  with  the  exception  of  once  or  twice,  perhaps  when  T  did 
not  think  he  was  treating  us  fairly  as  his  grandchildren,  and  T  wrote 
him  frankly  as  T  thought. 

Q.  In  wiiat  respect  did  you  think  he  was  not  treating  you  a« 
t).0  grandchildren  should  he  treated?  A.  Well,  for  instance,  in 
a  joking  way  at  the  time — T  was  taking  care  of  mv  own  chil¬ 
dren.  three  of  them,  and  one  young  baby,  and  T  had  no  nurse 
maid.  In  a  joking  way — it  was  about  inauguration  time — I  wrote 
to  Grandpa  and  simply  as  a  joke  1  said.  “It  is  nice  of  you  to  ask 
,,s  °\er  "  ashington  for  the  Inauguration.”  Just  to  see  what  he 
would  say  and  as  a  joke,  for  you  can  see  T  could  not  possibly  have 
left  Aew  i  ork,  even  with  the  most  cordial  invitation.  He  wrote 
hack  a  letter  that  I  did  not  think  I  deserved.  Tie  said  he  did  not 
want  us  in  Washington  and  there  was  no  place  for  us:  that  Mrs. 
Cramer’s  family  was  in  the  apartment,  and  there  was  no  room,  and 
so  forth  and  so  on.  T  answered  that  letter.  Every  other  letter  T 
wrote  him  1  always  wrote  him  and  urged  him  to  come  and  live  with 
us  and  make  his  home  with  us.  because  T  wanted  him  and  T  thought 
he  ought  to  he  there. 

Q.  What  did  lie  say  about  that?  A.  He  would  say  he  liked  the 
climate  of  Washington  and  he  thought  ho  would  stay  there. 

Q.  Did  you  or  your  husband  request  him  to  huv  the  place  for 
you  where  you  lived?  A.  T  did. 

Q.  Aon  did?  A.  Yes.  T  asked  him  if  he  would  buy  the  home 
for  us.  The  house  we  occupy  now  is  for  sale.  We  were  paying  rent, 
and  Lee  would  eventually  have  what  means  he  had — Lee  and  h\< 
father — I  thought  it  would  he  nice  if  we  had  our  share  of  it  in  a 
home  which  was  our  own.  which  as  you  will  admit  was  a  perfect 
right  for  a  grand  daughter  to  ask.’  even  a  daughter  bv  mar- 


'27%  Q.  Y  hat  did  he  say?  A.  He  wrote  and  said  we  had  better 
go  on  paying  rent.  T  have  forgotten  just  how  he  put  it.  hut 
he  said  it  would  he  cheaper  to  pay  rent  than  to  invest  the  monev  that 
way. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  how  much  the  property  would  cost?  A  1 
do  not  think  T  did.  because  1  did  not  know.  T  know  now.  hut  1 
did  not  know  then. 

Q.  Y  ere  you  asking  him  to  buy  something  about  which  you  did 
not  know  whether  it  would  cost  $.1000  or  $00,000?  A.  No.'  1  had 
an  idea  of  about  what  it  was,  and  so  did  he. 

Q  Y  hat  was  your  idea?  Yliat  was  that  idea?  A.  T  had  an 
idea  it  was  worth  hetwen  $20,000  and  $25,000. 

Q-  And  you  say  so  did  he?  YTiy  do  you  think  he  had  an  idea  it 
would  cost  between  $20,000  and  $25,000?  A.  Because  he  knew 
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what  property  was  selling  for  in  (Greenwich  and  could  draw  his  owti 
conclusion  as  to  the  location  of  the  property. 

274  Q.  lie  never  did  live  in  Greenwich?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  mean  by  that  the  times  he  staved  with  you  a 
couple  of  weeks  on  each  occasion?  A.  lie  visited  in  Greenwich 
t  UK  <md  he  li\ed  at  my  home  everv  time  he  was  brought  there 

Q.  I  should  have  said  prior  to  March  last.  A.  Prior  to  March 
last  he  visited  there. 

Q.  And  he  never  lived  there?  A.  Well;  he  lived  there;  he  lived 
and  eat  and  slept  there. 

Q.  that  you  mean  lie  lived  there  at  the  time  he  visited  vou 
ion  do  not  mean  he  lived  there  any  other  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  Please  look  at  this  letter  and  envelope  and  tell  me  if  that  is 
in  your  handwriting  (handing  same  to  witness)?  A.  That  is  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Grandpa.  This  is  Grandpa’s  letter.  A.  It  is  a  letter  in 
my  handwriting  and  addressed  to  grandfather  Hurd.  Mr.  F.  .1. 
Hurd.  Are  you  giving  me  this? 

Q.  I  am  just  asking  you  if  you  wrote  it.  A.  This  must  have  been 
stolen. 

Q.  The  question  is  whether  you  wrote  it?  A.  Yes,  T  wrote  it; 
it  must  have  been  stolen. 

Q.  And  it  was  written  about  the  time  the  envelop*  was 

275  dated,  was  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  \\  hat  is  there  that  leads  you  to  believe  the  letter  must 
have  been  stolen?  A.  Why,  it  is  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  F.  .T. 
Hurd.  It  would  never  he  in  anybody  else’s  possession  unless  it  had 
been  stolen  from  his  papers. 

Q.  And  it  is  simply  because  it  is  in  my  possession  now  that  vou 
think  it  has  been  stolen?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Look  at  the  letter  and  tell  me  what  you  meant  when  you 
said.  “There  is  only  one  thing  T  want  to  say  and  that  is  to  put  in 
your  note  hook  that  there  is  one  who  doesn’t  care  a  straw  whether 
you  die  off  or  not?”  A.  Because  in  his  letter  in  answer  to  mine  in 
which  I  had  said  it  was  nice  of  him  to  ask  11s  to  come  to  Washing¬ 
ton  he  said,  “You  only  care  about  my  money;  you  do  not  care  any¬ 
thing  about  me.”  It  was  a  letter  of  that  character.  I  cannot  quote 
it  exactly.  But  I  remember  that,  else  I  should  not  have  put  that 
in  it 

Q.  Where  is  that  letter?  A.  T  do  not  know. 

Q.  Is  it  a  letter  to  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  not  turned  it  over  to  counsel  for  vour  husband?  A. 

I  do  not  know. 


27b  By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Then  you  say.  “Head  men’s  shoes  always  pinch,  anyway,  so 
it’s  a  poor  job  to  lay  around  waiting.”  A.  He  was  saying  all  the 
time  that  we  wanted  his  money,  and  we  did  not  want  his  money. 
We  wanted  to  give  him  our  care,  and  he  kept  saying  that  all  the 
time,  and  T  wanted  to  impress  him  with  the  fact  that  that  was  not 
our  position. 
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fci.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  lie  said  dial  all  the  time?  A. 
I  hat  seemed  to  be  Ins  impression. 

H’  wU  ,!!lelUU  *1?  'vas  wri<iug  it  and  saying  it  too?  A.  Yes. 

H-  "  ouki  lle  tell  you  so,  as  well  as  write  it?  A.  Why,  1  am  not 
going  to  answer  that  question  positively,  because  it  simply  would  bo 
an  impression  oi  Ins  conversation. 

Cl-  You  do  not  recall  it  positively?  A.  1  recollect  positively  that 
that  is  my  impression  from  what  he  said. 

ti.  Then  he  seemed  to  have  that  idea  in  mind  when  he  was  talk- 

!"«  ‘eyou  and  writing  to  you,  too?  A.  On  various  occasions. 

1  f  sually  lie  seemed  to  forget  about  it. 

.  Q*  (Reading  from  letter:)  **I  don’t  know  where  vou  ,rot 
the  notion  that  everyone  is  hoping  and  waiting  f,»r  you ‘to  pass 
oil,  but  it  certainly  is  a  very  curious  notion  and  its  repeated  m"- 
gestion  on  your  part  is  still  . e  so.”  Me  did  suggest  it  verv 

often,  did  lie?  A.  Perhaps  this  particular  letter  he  wrote  brought 
up  the  other  occasions  in  my  mind. 

Q.  (Reading  from  letter.)  “Even  last  summer,  while  you  were 
here,  you  were  writing  people  how  1  had  someone  to  look ‘after  the 
bab\,  and  a  nurse,  and  so  forth.  Had  he  been  writing  to  people? 
A.  I  happened  to  hear  that  he  wrote  to  someone  and  said  it  cost 
him  so  much  to  visit  his  grandson  in  New  York. 

Q.  Meaning  your  husband?  A.  Yes;  and  that  was  simple  be¬ 
cause  he  used  to  go  to  market  of  his  own  free  will. 

Q.  (Heading  from  letter:)  “Same  old  story  of  its  costing  you  so 
much  to  visit  your  grandson. ”  Had  that  been  a  matter  of  frequent 
reference  so  that  you  referred  to  it  as  the  same  old  story?  A  I 
can  hardly  explain  that.  It  must  have  been  at  the  time.  T  cannot 
go  back  to  this  letter. 

Q  lie  was  very  stingy  toward  his  grandson  as  a  general  rule?  A. 
He  gave  him  his  allowance,  and  that  is  about  all. 

Q.  And  you  thought  lie  was  stingy,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes. 

^ ^ b  Mr.  Lester.  I  will  offer  that  letter  in  evidence,  together 

with  the  envelope  which  fixes  the  date,  the  envelop  bearing 
the  date  of  February  3,  1909. 

(Noth. — The  same  is  herewith  tiled  in  evidence,  marked  “F\- 
hibit  A.  H.  No.  28.”) 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  now  to  look  at  this  letter  and  envelope  which 
bears  date  of  February  19,  1909,  having  been  mailed  apparently  at 
Greenwich,  Connecticut  and  I  ask  you  if  that  is  in  vour  hand¬ 
writing?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  letter  also?  A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  will  offer  the  letter  in  evidence. 

(Note. — The  same  mvw  herewith  filed  in  evidence  marked  “Fv- 
hibit  A.  H.  No.  29.”) 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q-  You  have  now*  read  this  letter,  Mrs.  Hurd,  have  vou  not?  A. 

Yes. 
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Q.  I  will  now  ask  you,  after  having  read  the  letter,  if  you  were  en¬ 
tirely  correct  in  saying  that  your  relations  with  your  grandfather 
\vere  always  friendly  and  affectionate?  A.  Always  friendly  and 

affectionate.  He  did,  as  you  read  in  that  letter,  say- _ 

Q,  I  did  not  ask  you  anything  about  the  letter.  A.  When  he  met 
me  ni  fact  before  I  was  married  his  impression  entirely  changed. 

f  hat  was  simply  an  old  man’s  idea,  I  suppose. 

279  Q.  I  am  asking  you  if  your  relations  were  always  friendly 
and  affectionate  after  you  were  married?  A.  They  were  That 
is  the  only  time  that  1  ever  differed  with  Grandpa  that  I  can  re¬ 
mem  her. 


Q.  When  he  was  at  Greenwich  did  he  criticise  the  style  in  which 

you  were  living?  A.  No.  He  was  perfectly  delighted ‘that  we  lmd 
everything  so  nice. 

Q.  Did  he  not  claim  that  you  were  living  like  Vanderbilts?  A 
No;  not  at  all;  until  after  he  got  back  to  Washington  about  a 
week.  And  I  frankly  do  not  believe  he  knew  in  his  own  mind  a 
v  anderbilt  from  John  Jones,  unless  someone  put  it  in  his  mind. 

Q.  You  mean  he  did  not  know  of  the  Vanderbilts?  A.  He  would 
not  know  who  they  were  from  anyone  else,  or  from  John  Jones,  as 
to  how  they  lived,  unless  someone  told  him. 

Q.  Although  he  was  stingy’  about  money  for  the  marketing  he 
never  criticised  the  style  in  which  you  were  living  and  sav  that  you 
wasted  money?  A.  He  was  always  tickled  to  death  about  the 
place  we  had.  That  is  the  reason  he  was  so  anxious  to  have  the 
Cramer  family,  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Cramer’s  daughter  come 
iind  >ee  the  home  we  had  and  how  he  lived,  because  we  were  his 
grandchildren. 

Q.  And  he  did  not  criticise  it  adversely  and  sav  you  should  not 
spend  so  much  money?  A.  Not  until  after  he  got  home,  and  then 
it  was  a  different  tune. 


280  Redirect  examination. 


By  Mr.  Ford  : 

Q.  \  ou  know  Mr.  B^ron  L.  Hurd,  do  you?  A.  Yes;  he  is  mv 
father-in-law. 

Q.  On  the  occasions  when  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  visited  at  your 
home,  can  you  say  whether  or  not  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  would  be  there 
at  the  same  time.  A.  He  was  on  one  occasion  there  T  think,  when 
grandfather  was  at  the  house.  Daddy  Hurd  always  loved  to  come 

dow  n  to  V  ashington  to  see  his  father  for  perhaps  over  night  or  a 
day  or  so. 


By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  I  notice  in  this  letter  that  has  been  offered  in  evidence  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mrs.  Ella  Cramer,  Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  29,  that  you* sav. 
‘  But  he  spent  less  than  $5  while  he  was  here.”  Did  you  refer  then 
to  the  amount  that  he  had  spent  when  he  went  to  market  with  you? 
A.  I  would  not  go  to  market  with  him ;  on  that  occasion  T  would 
not  take  him  to  market  with  me. 

17 — 2483a 
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Q.  He  was  visiting  at  your  home  for  how  long  at  that  time’ 
A.  About  three  weeks  at  that  time.  His  whole  expenditures 
amounted  to  less  than  $5.  In  faet.  he  said  he  would  give  me  a 

ooi  qUf,ter  lf  1  wou1!1  Pul1  °ut  a  tooth.  1  pulled  out  the  tooth 

^81  and  he  gave  me  the  quarter  and  I  went  out  and  bought  him 

a  pair  of  socks  with  it.  That  is  how  much  he  spent. 

(Signed)  LINDA  VIOLET  HURD. 


282  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Wall,  who,  being  produced  as  a  witness 

of  lawful  age,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  being 
hrst  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name.  A.  Joseph  S.  Wall. 

Q.  W hat  is  your  profession?  A., I  am  a  physician. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  I  did. 

283  Q.  How  long  did  you  know  him?  A.  1  have  known  him 
for  several  years,  probably  six  or  seven  years  in  all. 

Q*  Hid  you  ever  treat  him  professionally?  A.  I  have. 

Q.  State  when?  A.  I  saw  him  professionally  for  the  first  time  in 
February  of  this  year,  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  examined 
him  tit  that  time  and  prescribed  for  him.  I  saw  him  again  at  the 
request  of  I)r.  Hurd  in  March  of  this  vear  at  the  time  of  his  illness 
before  he  left  this  city.  At  that  time  I  attended  him  for  several 
days,  both  at  his  apartments  and  in  the  George  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity  Hospital,  before  he  left  for  New  York. 

Q.  On  the  occasion  of  your  first  treatment  of  him  what  was  his 
trouble?  A.  At  that  time  he  had  a  dilluse  bronchitis,  a  condition 
of  cardie  asthma,  as  it  is  called.  Mr.  Hurd  has  a  very  had  heart 
and  arterial  system  altogether,  so  that  these  conditions  from  which 
he  suffered  were  not  wholly  acute.  I  saw  him  but  once  at  that  time 
and  prescribed  for  him  but  that  one  time. 

When  were  you  called  in  to  see  him  again?  A.  I  was  called 
to  see  him  again  on  the  11th  of  March.  I  was  find  notified  bv  Dr 
Mason,  who  knew  his  grandson,  that  he  was  ill  again  that  he  had  a 
very  severe  attack,  and  that  Dr.  Hurd  would  lie  in  the  citv  on  the 
evening  train ;  that  he  would  let  me  know  later,  and  he  lvanted 
me  to  see  him. 

284  Q.  I  wish  you  would  state  Mr.  Hurd's  condition  as  vou 
found  it  at  that  time?  A.  At  that  time  when  I  saw  him  with 
Dr.  Hurd,  his  grandson,  1  found  that  he  had  had  some  sort  of  an 
attack  the  <ky  previous,  according  to  the  history  given  me  bv  Dr 
Machineck.  and  others  in  the  apartment.  I  found  him  in  bed  under 
the  care  of  a  nurse,  in  rather  an  excited,  nervous  condition  and  a 
rather  peculiar  mental  condition  as  well.  He  said  he  wanted  to  die 
and  told  me  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  my  questioning  that  he 
would  die.  He  offered  to  bet  a  hundred  dollars  to  the  effect  that 
he  would  die  before  morning.  He  expressed  it  as  “going  over'’ 
which  meant  the  same  thing  probably  as  dying.  He  had  difficult 
in  voiding  his  urine  at  that  time,  and  his  pulse  was  very  rapid 
His  breathing  was  labored  and  difficult  ;  his  heart  action  was  em- 
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barrassed  and  he  had  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  his 
lower  extremities  which  he  himself  believed  was  a  paralysis 
Q.  What  in  your  opinion,  was  that  due  to?  A.  This  condition 
was  the  opposite  of  a  paralysis.  It  was  a  stiffness  instead  of  a 
-No  paralysis.  On  inquiry  through  Dr.  Machineek  I  found  that 
lle.  ha(J  wen  taking  throughout  the  day  doses  of  strychnine 
and  1  believed  that  that  condition  was  due  probably  to  the  continued 
administration  of  that  drug.  After  consulting  with  Dr.  Hurd  and 
Dr.  Alachinek  we  agreed  to  suspend  the  administration  of  the  dmg 
aiid  gave  him  a  hypodermic  of  morphia,  or  directed  the  nurse  to 
give  him  a  hypodermic.  That  condition  disappeared  in  the  course 
of  two  or  three  days. 

“M>  ,  S'  ^ur*n#  course  of  the  evening  did  you  see  the  de- 

fondant,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Oh,  yes;  Mrs.  Cramer  was  there 
with  us  in  the  parlor  some  time,  in  the  dining  room,  and  in  Mr 
Hurd  s  room. 


Q.  Did  you  hear  her  make  any  statement  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  as  to  having  agreed  with  Mr.  Hurd  to  do  any  particular 
thing  for  him?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  was  talking  to  us  frequently,  and 
was  called  in  to  talk  with  us  about  his  condition.  She  told  me  that 
the  old  gentleman,  in  order  to  keep  him  quiet — that  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman  had  asked,  and  wanted  to  die.  and  in  order  to  keep  him 
quiet  she  had  agreed  with  him  to  give  him  some  chloroform  and 
put  him  out  of  the  way,  in  order  to  quiet  him.  He  was  a  very 
irrascible  man,  and  she  said  she  had  agreed  with  him,  to  keep 

287  him  quiet,  to  earn'  out  his  wishes. 

Q  Do  you  know  why  he  was  removed  to  the  hospital?  A. 
We  believed.  Dr.  Hurd  and  myself,  that  he  could  he  cared  for  bet¬ 
ter  at  the  hospital  than  he  could  in  an  apartment,  and  especially  as 
it  was  not  his  own  apartment.  Mrs.  Cramer  was  the  onlv  one  there 
who  could  nurse  him  outside  of  some  trained  nurse,  and  it  was  also 
evident  that  it  was  her  desire  to  have  him  go  to  the  hospital,  be¬ 
cause  she  told  us  she  had  to  leave  the  city.  She  had  planned.  T 
think,  to  go  that  very  day,  out  of  the  city  and  was  as  anxious  as  we 
were  that  he  should  he  sent  to  the  hospital.  He  objected  very 
strongly  to  going,  hut  we  told  him  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  going  to 
the  hospital  as  well,  and  we  told  him  finally  that  he  had  to  go, 
that  the  ambulance  would  he  sent  for  and  he  would  he  put  in  it  and 
carried  there  by  force.  That  was  explained  to  him  and  he  con¬ 
sented  to  go. 

288  Q.  Assuming  that  strychnine  was  being  administered  to 
Mr.  Hurd  in  a  prescription  which  contained  two  grains  of 

strychnine  in  a  four  ounce  solution  of  calisava.  would  or  would  not 
that  fact  have  accounted  for  the  condition  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  limbs,  as 
you  saw  them  when  you  got  to  the  apartment? 


Mr.  Lester:  Do  we  understand  that  counsel  promises  to  follow 
that  up  by  showing  such  was  the  fact? 

Mr.  Ford:  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Birney:  Does  counsel  intend  also  to  follow  this  up  hv  show¬ 
ing  Mrs.  Cramer  had  anything  to  do  with  the  giving  of  the  pre¬ 
scription  or  the  giving  of  the  medicine?  If  n#t,  we  object. 
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Mr.  Fori.:  The  evidence  will  1  e  offered  and  counsel  can  make 
their  objection  when  the  offer  is  made. 

Mr.  Birney  :  We  now  object  to  the  testimony  as  wholly  immate- 
nal  and  irrelevant.  * 

A.  M.v  opinion  was  that  that  spasmodic  condition  of  his  limbs  was 
due  to  the  lone  continued  administration  of  large  doses  of  stveh- 
nine.  I  went  to  the  drug  store  mvself  and  made  inquiries  concern¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  medicine  that  he  had  l>een  taking. 

Q-  You  need  not  state  what  you  ascertained  at  the  drug  store? 
A.  No.  Thai  is  simply  giving  my  actions  in  the  matter.  Tn  answer 
to  your  question  as  to  the  proportion  of  those  ingredients  T  would 
say  that  if  such  prescription  had  been  taken  between  the  time  he 
was  taken  sick,  according  to  his  history,  which  was  the  day 
2K9  beforehand  the  time  T  saw  him  which  was  the  next  day,  T 
think  it  would  fully  account  for  the  condition  of  his  ex¬ 
tremities. 

Q.  What,  in  your  personal  opinion,  would  have  been  the  result 
of  a  continued  use  of  the  prescription  such  as  T  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant  to  the 
issue  ? 

A.  Such  a  continued  administration,  with  the  symptoms  already 
produced  would  have  undoubtedly  resulted  in  my  opinion  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  spasm  and  probably  the  death  of  the  individual.  Because  of 
that  I  recommended  that  it  be  stopped. 

290  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  When  you  first  saw  Mr.  Hurd  in  February,  1910,  and  pre¬ 
scribed  professionally  for  him,  what  was  then  his  difficulty?  A.  lie 
then  had  this  bronchitis  that  1  tell  you  of;  but  he  had  in  addition  to 
that  a  condition  of  his  heart  and  arteries  which  resulted  in  short¬ 
ness  of  breath  and  general  discomfort,  particularly  so  on  exertion; 
and  it  was  for  those  conditions,  this  bronchitis  and  the  heart  condi¬ 
tion  that  1  was  called  by  Mrs.  Cramer  to  see  him. 

291  Q.  Is  strychnine  used  for  heart  trouble?  A.  It  is  used 
verv  often. 

Q.  And  for  relief  in  cases  of  sudden  heart  seizure,  such  as  might 
have  been  the  case  here?  A.  Yes. 

292  Q.  You  did  not  discuss  with  Mrs.  Cramer  the  medicine 
which  had  been  given?  A.  Not  as  I  recall. 

Q.  She  was  not  present,  of  course,  at  the  consultation  of  the  physi¬ 
cians?  A.  She  was  not  in  the  room  when  we  were  consulting.  We 
called  her  in  to  talk  with  us  afterwards. 

Q,  But  when  you  were  discussing  remedies?  A.  She  was  not 
there.  Dr.  Mason,  Dr.  ITurd.  Dr.  Machinek  and  myself  were  alone. 

Q.  You  did  not  attribute  the  heart  difficulty,  the  bronchitis  and 
asthma,  in  any  way  to  the  strychnine?  A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  his  general  condition?  A.  His  condition, 

293  I  thought,  was  very  serious  at  that  time,  and  T  gave  a  very 
bad  outlook.1  prognosis  as  it  is  called. 
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294  Q,.  Had  you  ever  observed  any  mental  disturbance  in  him? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  not  being  responsive  to  anything 
in  the  examination  in  chief.  I  have  no  objection  to  counsel  making 
the  doctor  their  own  witness. 

A.  I  never  saw  any  sign  of  mental  trouble  during  mv  knowledge 
of  him,  not  as  a  patient,  and  in  attending  Mrs.  Cramer’s  family  and 
meeting  him  at  the  house. 

By  Mr.  Birxey: 

Q.  I  hen  the  condition  in  which  you  found  him  on  the  night  of 
the  11th  was  simply  a  condition  of  excitement,  and  his  mental  con¬ 
dition  differed^  only  in  that  respect,  from  what  you  had  known  it 

before?  A.  Yes  sir;  in  an  excitement,  and  this  keved-up  state  in 
which  he  was. 

Q.  But  in  other  ways  he  was  quite  normal?  A.  He  seemed  to 
be. 

Q.  He  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  apartment,  did  he?  A.  He  did 
not ;  no. 

^  Q.,  Did  he  say  why?  Did  he  not  say  he  wanted  to  stay  with  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  I  do  not  recall  that  he  said  why.  He  did  not  usually 
give  reasons  for  wanting  to  do  things.  He  was  very  positive  in  every 
way.  He  said  he  would  not  go. 

Q.  And  you  told  him  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  going  to  the  hospital? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  stated  as  an  inducement  to  him  for  him 

295  to  consent  to  go?  A.  It  was. 

Q,  Did  that  have  its  effect?  A.  That  did  not  have  the 
effect  of  mollifying  him  very  much,  and  finally  Dr.  Hurd  and  1 
told  him  we  were  going  to  take  him. 

Q.  Why  did  you  tell  him  Mrs.  Cramer  was  going  to  the  hospital? 
A.  He  had  lived  with  Mrs.  Cramer  for  a  number  of  years  and  wanted 
to  stay  there  in  the  apartment  at  that  time  with  her.  We  thought 
that  would  be  an  argument  which  possiblv  would  help  us  to  persuade 
him  to  go. 

Q.  W  as  Dr.  Hurd  present  when  that  statement  was  made  to  him? 
A.  I  think  he  was;  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  he  was  there. 

Q.  Is  it  the  proper  thing  for  the  nurse  to  attempt  to  quiet  a  patient 
who  is  in  an  excited  condition?  A.  Yes.  You  mean  by  her  conver¬ 
sation  ? 

Q.  Iter  conversation.  A.  It  is. 

Q.  Is  it  a  proper  thing  for  her,  having  that  object  in  view,  to 
seem  to  agree  with  the  patient?  A  Yes;  it  is  often  done. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  it  as  extraordinary  that  when  Mr.  Hurd  had 
stated  he  wanted  to  die  and  wanted  to  be  put  out  of  the  way,  that 
Mrs.  Cramer  had  assented?  A.  No;  I  did  not  regard  it  as  extraordi¬ 
nary. 

296  Q.  She  told  you  about  it?  A.  She  told  me  frankly  that 
she  had  agreed  to  do  so. 

Q.  And  told  you  that  that  was  the  reason?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  she  had  done  it  in  order  to  quiet  him?  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Fenton  T.  Hurd  how  mueli  the  dose  of 
himself?*6  ™  th®‘  1P  1,!,d  been  «iven?  A  Tell  the  old  gentleman 

Q.  Yes.  A.  No. 

Q.  ho  did.  Doctor?  A.  I  cannot  say.  [  did  not  tell  him  I  do 
not  know  as  anybody  told  him.  \  did  not  tell  him  what  he  wa« 
taking. 


297—298  Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Would  your  conversations  with  Mr.  Hurd,  about  which  you 
have  been  asked  on  your  cross  examination,  be  these  occasions  when 
you  were  called  in  professionally  at  Mrs.  Cramers?  A.  That  was 
the  only  time  T  ever  bad  any  conversation  or  consulted  with  Mr. 
Hurd,  except  on  one  occasion  when  be  came  to  my  office  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  matter,  to  pay  a  bill,  and  1  talked  with  him  a  few  minutes  at 
that  time. 

Q.  How  Ion  g  ago  was  that?  A.  That  has  been  three  or  four 
years  ago.  T  think. 


299  Marguerite  Brett  TTanxax.  produced  by  and  on  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Please  state  your  full  name.  A.  Marguerite  Brett  Hannan. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside?  A.  31st  and  Q  Street. 

Q.  M  hat  is  vour  profession?  A.  A  trained  nurse. 

Q.  TTow  long  have  you  been  a  trained  nurse?  A.  Two  years. 

Q.  Are  you  a  graduate  nurse?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  graduate  from?  A.  Saint  Bartholomew’s  Lon¬ 
don. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Fenton  .T.  Hurd?  A.  T  nursed  him. 

Q.  When?  A.  T  think  it  was  about  the  10th  of  March. 

Q.  When  were  you  called  in?  A.  What  day? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  On  a  Thursday. 

Q.  At  what  hour  of  the  day?  A.  1  was  first  notified  some  time 
after  0  in  the  evening. 

300  Q.  Do  you  know  Airs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  her  during  the  time  that  you  were  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  All  the  time. 

Q.  Was  she.  or  not.  in  Mr.  TTurd’s  room?  A.  Most  of  the  time. 

Q.  T  wish  you  would  state  what  she  was  doing,  so  far  as  you  ob¬ 
served.  A.  Principally  talking  to  Mr  Hurd  in  an  undertone,  prin¬ 
cipally  on  money  matters. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  that  she  said?  A.  One  instance,  I 
know,  was  to  get  Dr.  M  a  chi  nek’s  fee. 

Q.  When  did  that  occur?  A.  That  must  have  been  Friday  eve¬ 
ning.  before  Dr.  Hurd  got  there. 

301  Q.  What  was  said  at  that  time  by  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  Dr.  Machinek? 
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Q.  Yes.  A.  That  he  would  he  dispensed  with  that  evening,  since 
Dr.  Ilurd  was  coming  to  hold  a  consultation,  and  that  she  would 
like  to  nave  his  fee  to  give  him. 

Q.  M  hat  did  Mr.  Ilurd  say?  A.  rl  hat  he  had  not  much  monev. 
( l  you  know  whether  she  did  take  it?  A.  Yes,  I  feel  sure. 
Q.  Did  you  see  her?  A.  1  did  not  see  the  money,  but  I  could 
tell  by— weH,  1  am  prettv  sure  I  heard  money  being  handled,  but 
1  did  not  see  it,  because  I  was  not  in  the  room. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  the  room?  A.  No;  I  would  go  out  of  the 
room,  out  »of  courtesy. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  between  Mr.  Ilurd  and  Mrs. 
Cramer  with  reference  to  her  giving  him  something  to  put  him 
out  of  the  way?  A.  I  heard  him  ask  her  to  chloroform  him  and 
she  promised  to  do  so. 

Q.  Did  that  occur  more  than  once?  A.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 

he  would  remind  her;  and  that  evening  he  told  me  that  I  should 
not  be  there  after  12. 

Q.  M  hat  evening  do  you  mean?  A.  That  must  have  been  Fri¬ 
day  evening. 

302  Q  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Ilurd  while  you  were  in  charge 

of  the  (M?  A.  Yes,  hut  lie  would  noto-could  not  get  the 

words;  he  would  begin  a  sentence  ami  then  would  go  right  off  the 
track.  * 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  his  mind,  if  you  observed  it9  4 
le  was  more  (onscious  at  times  than  unconscious.  lie  seemed  to 
know  everything  that  was  happening.  When  he  was  not  conscious 
I  think  it  was  just  the  effect  of  the  medicine. 

Q.  "  hat  subjects  did  you  talk  with  him  about,  or  do  you  remem- 
nZ  wanting 'uf 'live.  ''  ,i,lke<1  ParticuIar,V  with  ™  "bout  his 

'<£  l!y  Si.11”''.  "'"'jeCl?  Tl”'  >* 

()■  I  'cl  he  make  that  statement  more  than  once?  A  Yes  on 
several  occasions.  ’ 

Q.  Did  he  sav  anything  about  his  wife?  A.  He  talked  about 
her  and  to  her  all  the  time.  1 

m  .9-  Wha‘  (,'<1  he  say?  You  spoke  of  his  talking  to  his 
wife  A.  He  would  tell  her  that  he  would  be  there  and  that 

tlfere 'with  her  ''  ^  ^  "ok  and  he  he  would  £ 

Q.  Do  you  rememlier  what  he  called  her?  A  Marv 
Q  How  often  did  that  occur?  A.  T  could  not  state  the  exact 
number,  hut  on  several  occasions  he  did  that,  both  dav  and  night- 
on ,  an£  he  was  always  awake  and  always  conscious  at  the  time 
30-1  Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  charge  of  the  case9  4 

O  tvt°u.'  ,avs'  from  Thursday  evening  until  Sunday  morning 
Q.  "hat  was  done  with  Mr.  Hurd  then;  do  vou  knovv™  4 
Mr.  Ilurd  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  '  Know.  A. 

the^ hospital?"  ^The’ onlv^Tthat  m/' H ' “5  ab°Ut  Ms  *°in*  to 
Pital  was  through  Mrs.  Cramer  sending  word  C  fhe  w^there: 
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He  remarked  that  if  Mrs.  Cramer  was  sick  and  the  hospital  was 
good  enough  for  her  he  would  not  mind  going  too,  and  he  went. 

])l(i  you  hear  Mrs.  Cramer  say  anything  on  the  subject?  A 
lo  the  effect  that  she  wanted  both  Mr.  Hurd  and  mvself  gotten  out 
of  her  apartment. 

30o  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Ilurd  was  in  the  room  with 
his  grandfather  that  evening  at  any  time  when  Mrs.  Cramer 

".a'  not  present?  A.  ^es;  hut  Mrs.  Cramer  would  sit  with  me  in 
t lie  adjoining  room. 

Q.  Did  she  say  anything  to  you  about  her  reasons  fordoing  so9 
A.  lo  the  effect  that  she  wanted  to  hear  the  conversation. 

Cross-exam  i  n  at  ion . 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  I>id  she  want  you  to  hear  the  conversation  too:  did  she  sav? 

'  ii'  i  ' le  room’  0,11  of  courtesy,  which  it  was  usual  to  do- 
anil  I  was  there  liecause  that  was  the  next  room,  next  to  mv  patient' 

Q.  I.ut  you  said  she  stayed  with  you.  A.  With  me.  because  I 
was  there.  I  was  there  first. 

Q.  But  you  said  she  wanted  to  hear  the  conversation.  Did  <he 
want  you  to  hear  the  conversation,  too?  A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q*  She  made  no  objection  to  your  hearing  it?  \  She 
•»vt>  did  not  say  so. 

307  (*-  Y<m  ‘hat  Mr.  Fenton  .1.  Ilurd,  vour  patient,  was 

unconscious  at  times.  During  what  period  did  that  uncon¬ 
sciousness  extend,  or  was  it  all  the  time  vou  were  there''  \  It 
was  not  all  the  time. 

oftu  \Ylat  ^nif  was  \\r.  A.  tiuies.  at  various  times. 

Q  At  any  rate,  on  Friday,  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Fenton 
•/.  Hurd,  the  patient,  wa<  materially  better  than  he  was  when 
you  went  there  on  Thursday  nigh*;  is  that  correct?  A.  Yes. 

And  on  Saturday  he  had  improved  still  more:  had  he?  A. 

I  0S# 

Q  And  on  Sunday  he  was  still  better9  \  Yes 

inSn.ories?OUAheYesDr'  n"rd  ^  h"  Krandfflt,ler  f(»'  Pape^  and 

Q.  Mow  often?  A  I  do  not  think  it  was  more  than  once. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  he  said:  and.  if  so  tell  u«  \  He 
referred  to  them  lieing  in  the  drawer.  ••  A.  Me 

Q.  I  mean,  what  did  Dr.  Hurd  say  first?  A.  I)r.  Hurd  simply 
asked  him  about  the  papers.  I  do  not  recollect  how  he  worded  it 
bu  he  asked  aliout  the  papers.  Me  asked  if  he  owed  anv  monev 
f  lie  were  in  debt  at  all.  Me  said  no.  he  did  not  owe  anvoi^  anv- 
thmg  but  myself.  Me  referred  to  me.  and  he  asked  what  that  would 

SOd  >e'o  m  ""  remarked  that  it  would  be  ten  dollars  a  dav 

•109  Q.  W  hat  was  said  about  papers  heing  in  the  drawer 

,,  which  you  made  some  mention  a  minute  ao-o’  \ 

Hn'rf  (°  1  Dr  HHrfl  tha.f  his  P"Pers  were  in  his  drawer 

A.QNo  '  Whe'her  1,6  t0W  Dr'  H,lrd  Set- them  or  not? 
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1,„Q'  u1<iJOU  he!}r  ,I,)r-  !Iurd  :l'k  him  for  his  papers,  and  did  you 
Iiear  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  say,  “You  will  get  them  after  I  am  dead 
and  you  won  t  get  them  before”?  A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  anything  of  that  sort?  A.  No. 

W  hereupon,  Mrs.  Irene  Siiafer,  a  witness  of  lawful  age 

Proceed  by  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  being  duly 
sworn,  testified  as  follows:  * 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside.  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  911  M  Street,  north- 
*v  esr. 

July  H°W  l0“g  haVe  yOU  resided  there?  A.  Since  the  15th  of 

Street  "*H>re  *  y°"  reslde  Previously  to  that?  A.  1630  19th 

0.  How  long  did  you  reside  there?  A.  Since  the  6th  of  last 
>< to!>er.  I  moved  there  the  6th  of  last  October. 

Street’ t  -'T"  ,reside  .previously  to  going  to  1630  19th 

1006  ]>;!'  -1  !’  ,heI  frequois  Apartment  House  since  August. 

Q  HP  *  tha,)  1  l,ved  1430  Rhode  Island  Avenue 
O  n  v  'T  ,,n-v  ovcupation?  A.  T  keep  roomers  and  boarders 
Q.  l)o  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  .1.  Hurd?  A.  Yes  sir. 
hh  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Since  1890 

‘<11  tt  1  ndfr  wl,at1(‘ilvlnnst{,noes  di(I  .v««  first  meet  him?  A 
oil  He  came  to  mv  house  to  hoard. 

n  n  A'  here  ",er<l  •vo"  h'ing  then?  A.  At  6  Iowa  Circle 

V.QShe  wWwhh0  him  ^  °r  "0'  "’ife  WaS  ,ivin*  that  time’ 

Q.  Just  state  whether  or  not  they  boarded  at  vour  house’  A 

of' 1890- 1 Sfn'  at  ,ny  ,0USe  llle  Wlnter  the-v  came  there— the  winter 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  wife?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  M  hat  kind  of  a  woman  was  she? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  She  was  a  very  estimable  woman.  A  very  superior  woman 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  observe  what  the  relation^ 
were  lietween  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd?  relations 

Mr.  Lbstjor  :  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  Why,  they  were  the  best  of  relations.  They  were  more  lik,. 
lovers  than  people  that  had  grand  children.  *  ke 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

"r  H"rd  *»  * — »< 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  She  was  a  woman  of  superior  education. 

o-i  o  did  the  educational  attainments  of  Mr.  Hurd  com- 

31-  pare  with  those  of  Mrs.  Hurd,  as  vou  observed  them? 

18— 2483a  ”  * 
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Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  immaterial,  and  for 
e  further  reason  that  the  witness  has  not  been  shown  competent 
to  form  any  conclusion  on  the  subject. 

A  Wh>‘.  she  "as,  'f  anything,  superior  to  Mr.  Ilurd  in  education. 
By  Mr.  Ford: 

eiiii  hvhV|t^lftian)A,hillg’  Ididuvm!  ol,^rve  "•*  lo  the  influence  exer 
Uhe«  l»\  Mrs.  JIurd  over  her  husband? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  for  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  Birney  :  And  also,  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  witness 
and  not  a  statement  of  any  fact.  wanes. 

A.  He  seemed  to  do  what  she  wanted  him  to  do. 

Mr.  Birney:  And  the  answer  is  objected  to  as  a  conclusion  of 
the  witness  only. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  <(f  Mrs.  Hurd’s  religious  Mief? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  She  was  a  spiritualist. 

Q  “mali'r*  ''  With  reSpCH  Mr-  A.  He  was  a  spir- 

•'Jld  Q.  Is  Mrs.  Hurd  living?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  When  did  she  die.  if  you  know?  A.  Sl,e  died  the  fob 
[owing  .SeptemlKT.  I  think  it  was.  1901— Septemlier,  1891.  [  mean 
,<•  *!'f  year  after  she  came  to  your  house  to  hoard?  A.  Yes  sir 
vL  Hid  Mr.  Ilurd  hoard  with  vou  alter  her  deaths  \  Vo*  «ir 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period?  A  Several  years.  T  mean,  lie  was 
there  on  and  on  for  several  years. 

voi??  (  T  I'ast?0"  US  d°"n  t0  what  vear  il  "as  he  lwarded  with 
Q-  ^  es.  A.  1901,  1  think  it  was. 

n  \vihu  ai's  Mie  !laine  of  'our  ,l,u*Khter?  A.  Blanche  Shafer 
'*•  "  .  Mr-  aurd  was  an  inmate  of  your  house,  after  the  death 

of  lus  wife,  state  whether  or  not  he  spoke  of  her’  \  A] 
.114  most  constantly.  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether,  of  your  own  knowledge  he 
attempted  to  communicate  with  her?  ge’ 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  leading,  and  as  immaterial. 

A.  Yes  sir. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  How  would  this  be  done?  A.  Well,  he  usually-a  great  manv 
times,  through  a  medium.  M  • 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  wrote  him  letters,  purporting 
to  come  from  his  wife?  A.  Well.  I  have  heard  him  say. 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  a  hearsay  statement. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

such  letterefbether  °r  n0t  y0ur  daughter-  Blalldle-  wrote  him  any 
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Mr.  Birney  :  Objected  to  as  leading,  and  as  immaterial  and  in¬ 
competent. 

A.  Yes  sir. 

I)Ti(i  you  .ever  write  him  any  such  letters,  Mrs.  Shafer? 
dlo  A.  I  have,  in  time  past. 

Q-  \\  ben  and  under  what  circumstances?  A.  He  used 
to  come  to  my  room  and  ask  me  if  I  would  get  him  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  his  wife,  and  I  have  written  them  for  him. 

Q.  I  low  recently?  A.  I  have  not  written  any  for  four  or  five 
years. 

Q.  I)o  you  know  what  became  of  the  letters  that  you  wrote  him? 
A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  them  are  in  existence? 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  nature  of  those  letters? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  immaterial,  and  as 
calling  for  the  contents  of  papers  which  have  not  been  shown  to  be' 
lost mislaid,  or  not  in  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff  or  his  counsel. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  propose  that  you  make  the  objection  apply  to  all 
this  line  of  testimony. 

Mr.  Lester:  Let  that  l>e  understood,  then,  that  the  objection  will 
appiy  for  all  purposes,  so  far  as  being  immaterial,  irrelevant,  hear¬ 
say.  secondary,  or  what  not. 

31fi  A.  They  were  spiritual  researches. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  any  of  them  had  relation  to  money.  A 
No  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever,  at  any  time,  write  him  letters  purporting  to  come 
from  Mary,  his  wife,  which  dealt  with  matters  affecting  his  prop¬ 
erty?  A.  No  sir.  e  H  F 

Q.  Can  you  recall  any  of  the  subjects  to  which  these  letters  that 
you  wrote  him  referred?  A.  Well,  he  would  ask  questions  about 
what  they  were  doing  over  in  the  other  world,  what  she  was  doing, 
"hat  her  father  and  mother  were  doing,  what  his  sons  were  doing! 
and  how  they'  lived,  and  so  forth, 
so  forth. 

Q  What  was  your  object  in  writing  these  letters,  Mrs.  Shafer? 
A.  Simply  to  amuse  him. 

Q.  Were  you  a  believer  in  spiritualism?  A.  At  that  time  I  was. 

Q.  Are  you  now?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  cease  to  write  these  letters?  A.  Well  I  can't 
tell  you  just  exactly  when  it  was,  but  it  was  when  I  took  up  the 
study  of  Christian  Science,  and  that  was  some  five  or  six 
317  years  ago.  I  can't  tell  you  just  exactly  when  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  written  him  any  since  that  time?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  state  w'hether  or  not  you  observed  that  Mr. 
Hurd  was  influenced  by  these  letters?  A.  Well,  he  always  seemed 
to  think  that  they  came  from  his  wife.  Of  course  I  can't  tell  you 
any  further  than  that,  but  I  think  he  was. 
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By  Mr.  Ford: 

.9*  ,^°. 'ou  remember  an  incident  that  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  inauguration  of  the  President  here,  in  which  Mr.  Hurd 
and  your  daughter  Blanche,  and  Lee.  compared  figures?  A.  Yes 

Sir  • 

Q.  \\  hai t  was  that,  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Lee  came  over  here  to  the 
inaugural  hall.  He  came  over  on  his  grandfather’s  invitation,  to 
go  to  the  inaugural  hall,  and  he  wanted  some  things  from  his  grand¬ 
father,  and  he  got  Blanche  to  write  a  letter  for  him. 

Q.  Purporting  to  come  from  whom?  A.  From  his  wife 
Q  Prom  Mr.  Third’s  wife?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mary?  A.  Mary. 

q i n  9-  -^nd  what  was  done?  A.  Well,  Lee  got  the  monev  to 
go,  and  he  got  what  he  wanted.  He  got  a  silk  hat.  l'  be¬ 
lieve.  and  a  tie,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Ihd  Mr  Hurd  ever  say  anything  to  you  in  reference  to  let¬ 
ters  received  from  his  wife,  through  Blanche  as  a  medium?  \ 
Yes  sir;  he  spoke  of  them. 

Q.  How  often  has  he  spoken  of  them,  if  vou  can  tell  us?  A 
,,  can  t  sav  I  am  sure;  hut  it  was  very  often.  Whenever  he 
would  speak  of  her,  he  would  always  apeak  of  her  as  writing  for  him 
w*  Do  you  know  Margaret  Smith?  A.  NV»  sir 
Q.  Do  you  know  anything  as  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  engagement  to  her 
and  the  circumstances  of  its  l>eing  broken  off?  A.  1  knew  that 
he  was  expect! ng  to  marry  her.  and  that  the  engagement  was  broken 
n.aml  it  was  broken  ott.  he  said,  through  Mary. 

Y  Ye^IK^  ^  exP^*n  l|ow  P  was  that  Mary  had  broken  it  off? 

}  T1,e  (*lain,ed  he  got  a  letter  from  Mary,  saving  that 
>  ie  was  not  what  she  represented  herself  to  he.  and  that  there  were 

broke  ifoff6  ,er-  and  he  '"'ligated  for  himself  and 

319  By  Mr.  Ford: 

A.(I  S'ym.r'  panW  """  IJIa,,‘',,e  h”d  d"  'vi,h  ,hi‘- 

A.<Yel,sir!,he"said^e  did!'  ^  <1"  wi,h  ir> 

.  ?  fre.juenllv  have  you  seen  Mr.  Hurd  during  the  rears 

two  or  three  S'  1  wouId  "e  him  for 

Q.  Where  would  you  see  him?  A.  At  my  home,  mostly. 

Q.  *  t  any  other  place?  A.  Sometimes  f  went  to  see  him 
Q.  M  here .  A.  At  her  home,  on  14th  Street.  [  have  forgotten 
i  "rteen  something.  and  at  the  De  Soto  Apartment 

STa  week  and  ixTZ  i  tw  he  Ci,me  ■»  least  once  or 
tee  a  week  and  1  didn  t  have  to  go  to  see  him  at  all 

J  hiniV  4*1?  TeJT:  ,T  "'°"rd  rn,e  *°  V0Ur  hon,e  an,l  you  would 
see  nimr  a.  it  ]  was  there  1  always  saw  him;  yes. 
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Q.  Would  you  converse  with  him?  A.  Always. 

oon  .?*  Wmdd  you  talk  with  him  on  the  subject  of  Mary,  his 
•vzO  wife?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  \\  hat,  if  anything,  did  lie  have  to  sav  during  that 
period,  as  to  letters  received  by  him  from  his  wife?  A.  Why  he 
always  thought  that  everything  he  got  from  her  was  genuine. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  as  to  whether  or  not  he  received 
letters  from  her.  and  if  so,  through  whom?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Vf  ^  he  say?  A.  lie  said  he  was  getting  letters  from 

Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  How  frequently  was  that  statement  made?  A.  Well,  I  can’t 
say  how  frequently,  but  several  times  he  told  me  so. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  how  long  a  period  has  elapsed  since  he  first 
made  that  statement  to  you?  A.  No,  I  can’t  tell  you  that,  but  it 
w a>  when  I  was  still  on  Rhode  Island  Avenue. 

M  hen  did  you  move  from  Rhode  Island  Avenue?  A.  1906 
Q.  Did  he  say  anything  else?  A.  Well,  he  asked  me  if  I  thought 
they  were  genuine,  and  I  told  him  I  couldn’t  say. 

D.  \\  Ian  did  he  ask  you  that/  A.  lie  asked*  me  that  frequently 
the  last  two  years;  he  asked  me  repeatedly. 

321  Q.  Do  you  know,  or  did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you.  as 
to  what  the  contents  of  these  letters  were,  which  came  to  him 
through  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  No  sir. 

V1  ,,  If1*  "e.rf  ^r-  Hurd’s  habits  of  life  as  you  observed  them, 

^  lrs.  k  hafer,  with  resj>ect  to  money?  A.  lie  was  verv  close:  he  was 
very  close  indeed. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  the  manner  of  life  of  himself  and  wife?  A 
Yes  sir. 

Q;  ?ow  was  **  at  thttt  ti,ne-  respect  to  spending  monev?  A 
Wei,  he  seemed  very  liberal  then;  they  were  both  very  liberal. 

Q.  How  was  it.  after  Mrs.  Hurd’s  death?  A.  He  seemed  to  l>e 
c  ose.  He  didnt  like  to  spend  very  much  monev  and  was  verv 
close  with  himself,  seemingly,  and  with  other  peopl'e.’ 

uuh  ^  lu\t  '\eirenthT  r?Iations  ^Dveen  yourself  and  Mr.  Hurd,  Mrs. 
fenater.  A.  Well,  I  always  called  him  grandpa,  and  always  looked 
upon  him  as  one  of  the  family. 

Q.  Statf  whether  or  not  he  apjieared  to  reciprocate  in  that?  A. 
No  sir.  lie  was  very  fine  to  me,  hut  so  far  as  monev  was  concerned 
he  never  gave  me  any. 

Q-  Did  you  observe  the  relations  between  himself  and  vour 
daughter  Blanche?  A.  Yes  sir. 

^iat  were  they?  A.  lie  was  like  a  grandfather  to 

Q.  Well,  that  may  mean  much  or  little,  Mrs.  Shafer.  A  W’ell 
he  was  very  kind  to  her  and  very— well,  I  should  sav  beautiful  to 

her.  A  devoted  grandfather  could  not  have  been  anv  more  devoted 
than  he  was  to  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd  ever  gave  presents  to 
Klanche .  A.  Oh  he  gave  her  presents  of  little  things;  nothing 
that  ever  amounted  to  anything  much. 
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Q.  How  was  it  with  respect  to  yourself?  A.  He  never  gave  me 
any  tiling  only  what — he  never  gave  me  any  presents  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  borrow  any  money  from  him,  Mrs.  Shafer9  4 
Yes  sir. 

Q.  In  what  amounts/  A.  Well,  my  husband  borrowed — I  can’t 
tell  you  just  what  it  was,  what  the  amount  was.  I  can’t  tell  vou 
what  the  amount  was.  but  it  was  something,  I  think,  like  a  thousand 
dollars,  or  something  like  that;  and  my  husband  gave  him  a  mort¬ 
gage  on  a  farm  he  had  in  the  west.  1*20  acres  of  land 

Q.  Was  that  mortgage  paid?  A.  No  sir.  He  foreclosed  the 
mortgage. 

Q.  Who  did?  A.  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  about  the  time  that  was  done?  \  Well  I 
th-.nlc  it  was  after  my  husband's  death,  but  I  can’t  tell  vou  whether 

ooo  "  ™  !?*ht  nftPr  or  >,lst  as  l,e  dicd  1  can't  recall. 

'  c-i  ,  ., ,m'  if  any,  .lid  you  own  at  that  time,  Mrs. 

^loiter.  A.  Nothing  only  the  furniture  in  my  house. 

Q.  Did  your  husband  own  any  other  propertv  except  this  farm9 
A.  Not  here;  no  sir. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd  knew  your  financial  eondi- 
lion  f  A.  lie  did;  yes  sir. 

Q.  And.  as  T  understand  you.  after  the  death  of  vour  husband  he 
foreclosed  the  mortgage  and  took  over  the  property?  A.  Yes  sir 
Q- attention  and  care,  if  any  have  vou  given  Mr.  Hurd 
Mrs.  Shafer,  during  the  period  you  have  known  him?  A.  T  have 
always  given  him  the  best  of  care,  and  when  he  was  with  me  I  al¬ 
ways  had  to  prepare  food  different  for  him  from  what  T  prepared  it 
for  the  others,  because  he  didn’t  eat  what  other  people  eat. 

Q.  How  has  it  been  since  he  quit  boarding  with  vou9  \  Tn 
what  respect? 

Q  to  any  care  or  attention  that  you  gave  him.  A.  Well 
whenever  he  came  to  my  house,  I  always  gave  him  the  best  of  at¬ 
tention  could.  I  would  sit  down  and  amuse  him  and  talk  with  him 
out  further  than  that  he  didn’t  require  anv  attention 

Q.  At  that  time,  while  he  was  boarding  with  Mrs.  Cramer,  have 

oo<  y-l" i'n>;  PeJ?!r>n!l.1  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  she  was  out  of  the 
0^4  cityr  A.  Yes  sir. 

iii  9*  y  *iere  w0llM  ^r-  Hurd  be  at  those  times9  \  He 
would  he  in  the  apartment. 

(l  Did  you  see  him  during  those  times?  A.  Yes  sir. 

9  j'Jie,re  wou^  vou  S€e  him?  A.  Sometimes  at  itiv  house,  and 
right  *  ( °lne  °Ver  everv  ^  went  over  to  see  that  he  was  all 

Q  Why  did  you  do  that.  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Because  I  was  unea-w 
about  the  old  gentleman.  He  was  in  the  apartment  alone.  There 
wa.-  not  another  individual  in  the  apartment  part  of  the  time  and 

he  was  a  very  old  gentleman,  and  T  was  afraid  something  might  hap- 
pen  to  him.  6  *  1 

,  ,9*  ^V,lere  wtu*  Mrs-  Earner  living  at  that  time?  A.  The _  on 

14th  Street.  ’ 

Q.  And  after  that,  she  moved  to  the  De  Soto?  A.  After  that, 
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she  moved  to  the  De.Stota.  1  never  went  there  to  see  about  his 
welfare,  because  I  knew  the  house  was  full  of  people  then,  and  if 
Mrs.  Cramer  was  away,  there  would  be  other  people  there. 

Q*  Was  there  ever  any  break  in  the  friendly  relations  subsisting 
between  yourself  and  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No  sir;  never. 

Q.  You  mentioned  a  loan  to  your  husband.  Did  he  ever  loan 
you  personally  any  money?  A.  He  loaned  me  personally 
325  $300  in  June  of  1906;  lie  loaned  me  $300. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not  that  repaid?  A.  It  was  repaid  in 

August. 

Q.  Of  that  year?  A.  Of  that  year. 

0-  Did  \ ou  or  not  apply  to  him  for  a  loan  in  the  latter  part  of 
1909,  or  in  the  early  part  of  1910?  A.  1909?  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  make  you  a  loan?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  borrow  $500  from  him?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  whether  or  not  you  ever  borrowed  any  other 
?uone\  iioin  him  than  this  $300  which  you  have  mentioned? 
A.  I  haven't  any  recollection  of  borrowing  any  other. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Hurd’s  habit  of  dress,  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Well, 
of  late  years,  he  dressed  very  shabby. 

0-  What  do  you  mean  by  “of  late  years”?  A.  The  last  four 

years. 

Q,  How  was  it  prior  to  that  time?  A.  Well,  he  never  was  very 
much  of  a  dresser  after  his  wife  died.  Hut  every  .year  he  got  shab¬ 
bier,  and  paid  less  attention  to  himself,  and  less  attention  to  his 
clothes. 

<}.  Did  you  ever  say  anything  to  him  about  that?  A.  Yes  I  did 

J  spoke  to  him  about  it  the  last  time  he  was  in  mv  house,  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  suit  he  had  on  was  not  fit  to  lie  seen,  and  that  he 
ought  to  get  a  new  suit  of  clothes  I  asked  him  what  was  the 

ooo  lna,tel  "ith  him,  and  told  him  a  decent  darky  even  would 
ozb  not  wear  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  in  reply?  A.  lie  said  it  was 
good  enough. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd,  as  you  observed  him,  spent 
money  on  himself  liberally?  A.  No  sir.  F 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  his  financial  ability?  4  No 
sir — his  ability?  “  * 

Q’  Yes.  A.  He  seemed  to  be  a  good  business  man. 

Q.  I  mean,  as  to  his  circumstances— whether  he  had  much  or 
little  money.  A.  No  sir,  I  don  t  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Mrs.  Shafer,  I  believe  you  have  said  that  you  saw  Mr  Hurd 
frequently  during  those  years  that  he  boarded  with  Mr*  Cramer*' 
A.  Yes  sir. 

Q-  And  you  talked  with  him  frequently?  A  Yes  sir 
Q.  I  wish  you  would  state  whether  or  not  he,'  at  times,  contrasted 
his  manner  of  life  with  what  it  had  been  prior  to  the  death  of  his 
wife  r 

Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  as  leading  and  immaterial. 

Mr  Lester:  And  also,  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness  and  not  for  any  conversations. 
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A.  He  always  complained  of  king  so  very  lonesome,  and  sev- 
tonLoni'r  ^  SMd  16  be  I6Ve<  he  woul<1  commit  suicide,  lie  was  so 

197  on  Pid  h!  or  n<!‘  Fefer  t»*  »lie  happiness  he  had  enjoved 
oZi  while  his  wife  was  living?  J  v 

*  ^R‘  (llle>,i°n  is  tint  her  objected  to  as  leading 

A.  Yes  sir. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  How  frequently  did  he  refer  or  speak  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
lonesome? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.. It  was  alwa\s  the  cry  that  '“lie  was  so  lonesome;  everybody  he 
knew  was  dead,  and  he  wished  he  was  dead  too.” 

Q.  1  wish  you  would  be  as  definite  as  you  can  with  resi>ect  to  that 
matter.  \ou  say  “always”.  What  do  you  mean  by  ‘“always”? 

A.  W  ell,  whenever  he  talked  with  me,  that  was  part  of  his  "con¬ 
versation. 

Q-  ever  rna^e  an  °ffer  ^  him  with  respect  to  that  mat- 

\ev?  2}  t°W  Him  once,  Unit  if  he  would  make  a  little  home, 

1  didn  t  care  if  it  was  only  six  rooms,  I  would  take  him  and  take 
aire  ol  him,  and  he  would  have  a  home  as  long  jle  Hve<j  providing 
he  would  give  it  to  me  when  he  died.  ’ 

Q.  Did  he  do  anything  with  reference  to  it?  A.  No  sir. 

828  Q.  Do  you  know  the  defendant,  Laura  Cramer?  A.  Yes 
sir. 

CL  How  long  have  you  known  her?  .i.  Ever  since  Mr.  Hurd 
went  to  Board  with  her. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  ago  that  was?  A.  No,  1  don’t. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr  Hurd  first 
went  to  room  with  her?  A.  Yes  sir.  We  were  living  on  Corcoran 
otreet  and  Airs.  Cramer  lived  opposite  to  me,  and  1  went  over  there 
to  get  a  room  for  Mr.  Hurd,  because  I  didn’t  have  one  for  him. 

(}.  When  was  that?  A.  1  can't  say  whether  that  was  1898  1899 
or  1897 ;  it  was  somewheres  along  in  1897  or  189(1.  We  lived  on 
Corcoran  Street  for  four  years,  and  I  think  it  was  about  the  lad  two 
years  that  he  roomed  with  her— the  first  year,  because  the  last  year 
he  roomed  next  door  to  me. 

Q,.  Did  he  remain  on  Corcoran  Street  after  you  moved?  A.  No 
sir,  he  was  aw a\ .  He  wras  up  in  Minnesota  wdien  I  moved 

Q.  And  where  did  he  go  when  he  came  back?  A.  When  he 
came  back,  he  came  to  my  house.  I  was  then  living  on  Rhode 
Island  Acimue. 

Q.  What  year  was  that?  A.  I  can’t  recall  the  year.  It  was  the 
latter  part  of  1900,  somewhere  along  there.  1  can’t  tell  what  vear 
it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  remained  with  the  defendant  Mrs 
Shafer?  A.  He  roomed  with  her  that  time,  that  wdnter 
329  Q.  That  one  winter?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowdedge  of  his  boarding  or  rooming 
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with  her  after  that  time,  and  before  he  went  there  to  board  in  1903? 

i!r’  1  .r°Tnot  ^now  anythi«g  further  about  it,  if  he  did. 

1  \hferij  *f  1  ll“dersU,nd  you,  you  first  got  him  the  room  with 
iiqa  "  ,s:  v?mer.  A.  I  first  got  him  the  room  with  Mrs.  Cramer. 

W-  Mrs.  fehafer,  do  you  know  anything  as  to  how  Mr 
Hurd  regarded  his  grandson,  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  He  always 
spoke  of  him  with  the  greatest  affection. 

Q.  From  what  you  observed  of  him  during  the  period  of 
661  your  acquaintance  with  him,  was  he  a  man  who  was  apt  to 
make  gifts  of  five,  six  and  ten  thousand  dollars?  A.  T  never 
knew  him  of  giving  anything  away  without  some  equivalent  for  it 
(l  Did  lie  ever  say  anything  to  you  with  reference  to  having 
given  tins  money  to  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  No  sir. 

ooo  j  during  this  time  that  you  have  known  him  and,  say, 
Ml  during  the  time  that  he  has  been  boarding  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  as  to  any  special  kindness! 
oi  attention,  that  she  was  showing  him?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  lie  talk  about  it?  A.  No  sir,  not  very  much. 

Q.  Did  lie  ever  say  anything  to  you  as  to  whether  or  not  Mrs. 
Cramer  was  a  spiritualist?  A.  No  sir— oh,  yes,  he  told  me  that 
she  wrote  for  him. 

Q.  Wrote  what?  A.  Spiritual  letters. 

Q.  And  these  letters  professed  to  come  from  whom?  Did  he  sav? 
A.  From  Mary.  J  * 

v  fnTently  (li<1  «vou  write  letters  for  him,  Mrs.  Shafer? 

A  1  hat,  1  can  t  tell  you,  for  I  never  kept  any  track  of  them  But 

after  my  daughter’s  death,  1  wrote  a  very  few  for  him,  for  I  never 
nad  time.  I  had  a  sick  husband  and  a  babv  and  my  house  to  take 

care  of,  and  I  am  sure  I  didn’t  have  time  to  write  a  great  many 
letters. 

Q.  And  I  understand  you  to  say  that  none  of  the  letters  that 
you  wrote  tor  him  had  any  reference  to  money?  A.  They  never 
had  any  reference  to  money. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd,  at  that  time,  describe  to  you  how  these  let- 
qqo  ters  which  lie  claimed  Mrs.  Cramer  was  writing  to  him,  were 
MS  written?  A.  Yes  sir. 

i  •  i  *  ^  (Hd  he  sav?  A.  He  said  she  seemed  to  go  in  a 

kind  of  a  trance,  and  her  hand  became  rigid,  and  then  she  would 
write  these  letters. 

Q.  Did  lie  make  that  statement  more  than  once?  A.  I  don’t 
know  as  lie  did,  because  T  asked  him  the  question,  and  I  don’t  think 
I  ever  asked  him  again.  It  was  once  when  he  asked  me  to  <ee  if  I 
could  get  a  letter,  and  asked  me  to  tell  him  whether  I  thought  the-e 
etters  were  genuine  or  not;  and  \  .said  to  him  that  he  ou<rht  to 
know  whether  they  were  genuine,  and  then  I  asked  him  how  «he 
got  them. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  letter  for  him?  A.  T  heg  pardon. 

Q.  Did  you  get  any  letter  for  him?  A.  At  that  time? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  say  anything  to  him  with  reference  to  whether  or 
19— 2483a 
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not  the  letters  were  genuine?  A.  No  sir,  I  didn’t,  because  I  didn’t 
w  to  interfere  with  he  nnd  Mrs.  Cramer  in  any  way. 

334  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Mrs.  Shafer  to  whom  have  you  talked  about  this  matter? 
A*  1  ^ ven }  talked  about  it  to  anybody  in  particular. 

\rJj  y  ,  ,.0?  hav.e  >’0,u  talked  about  it  not  in  particular?  A. 

Ueil,  1  don  t  know  just  how  to  answer  that  question:  I  don’t  know 
just  what  you  mean.  I  have  discussed  it  with  people  who  have  read 

Q  Have  you  talked  about  it  to  Mr.  Ford?  A.  Just  when  Mr. 
ford  came  to  me  and  asked  me  about  it;  but  T  didn’t  tell  him  any¬ 
thing  except  what  I  have  told  you. 

Q.  How  often  did  Mr.  Ford  come  to  see  you?  A  Well  I  can’t 
say  as  ,°  , ha. -once  or  twice.  I  think,  before  it  became  public 
Q.  liien  how  man}  times  since  it  became  public?  A  I  think  he 
was  there  once.  I1K  L 

gether'4"  ,0Ketl'er-  or  three  li,,,es?  A-  Two  or  three  times  nlto- 

Q.  Did  you  tell  hint,  on  the  first  occasion,  all  you  have  told  here? 

•  V .  IN  o  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  him?  A.  I  haven’t  told  him,  I  guess,  but 
once. 

385  .  (>  How  many  times  did  Mr.  McLean  come  to  vou’  \  lie 

has  not  Wn  there  except  when  Mr.  Ford  was  with  him'  ex- 
cept  once,  and  T  couldn  t  see  him. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  l>een  to  their  office9  \  1  wn 
there  once  to  see  Dr.  Hurd?  s 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  time?  A.  That  is  the  onlv  timp 

Q.  I  nfl  i.wltiyr  \  »,.||  ..it  unlit  I  «...  V,.  \  |,0ve  Wu  |,,t, 

SonS.?b,S'ii  b"'  “  “  ”  ,h“ 

Q.  M  hat  do  you  mean  by  “on  other  business”?  That  it  was 
not  connected  with  this  at  all?  A.  It  was  connected  with  this,  but 
it  was  not  talking  about  that  particular  thin" 

Q  Were  you  shown  any  letters  that  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote’  \  Dr 
Hurd  showed  me  some  letters  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote.  '  ‘  ' 

Q.  letters  in  which  yottr  name  was  mentioned?  A  Yes  sir 

to?Q  A  te  Pn°r  ‘°  'hat  ,ime’  '0,d  what  y°«  now' have  testified 

ooft  9r  T°  whom  ™  ,el1  it?  A.  To  Mr.  Ford. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Christian  Scientist  at  the  present  time’  \ 

Yes  sir.  I  am  a  Christian  Scientist  at  the  present  time'  ' 

Q.  And  have  been  for  how  long9  \  Well  T  la  n’t  *  • 

exactly.  I  think  it  was  in  1904  or  1905—1904  T  thini-  9°"  JUSt 

that  I  first  began  the  study  of  Christian  Science.  ’  k  ’*  Wa,“ 

1  nor  to  that  time,  what  was  your  belief9  \  I  1 

much  of  any.  but  I  was  investigating  spiritualism  d'dn  ‘  ,,aVe 

not  I  was.  I  was  doubting.  *  '  you  whether  or 
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Q.  For  what  period  of  time  were  you  investigating  spiritualism 
and  doubting?  A.  Several  years. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  you  mean  by  the  use  of  “several”  in  that  con¬ 
nection  ;  two  or  three,  or  five  or  six,  or  a  dozen  years?  A.  Five  or 
six  years,  possibly. 

.  Q-  Prior  to  then,  what  had  been  vour  religion?  A.  Congrega- 
tionalist.  *  H 

Q  Were  you  a  spiritualist  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd  lived  with 
you  .  A.  No  sir,  T  was  only  investigating  then. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  when  it  was  vou  first  began  investigating  as 
you  call  it?  A.  With  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd. 

Q*  ^  lier)  Mr-  Jind  Mrs.  Hurd  came  to  your  house  to  board? 
33/  A.  Yes  sir,  when  they  came  there  to  board. 

Q,.  And  were  investigating  it  from  that  time  until  four  or 
five  years  ago.  when  you  l>ecame  a  Christian  Scientist?  A.  Not  all 

of  the  time.  Part  of  the  time  I  was,  and  part  of  the  time  I  was 
not. 

Q.  How  old  was  your  daughter  when  she  died?  A.  Twenty-six. 
Q.  And  when  did  she  die?  A.  1901;  August  of  1901. 

Q.  AY  as  your  daughter  a  member  of  any  congregation,  spiritual¬ 
istic  or  otherwise?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  YY  as  she  a  spiritualist?  A.  Nothing  only  in  her  own  home. 
Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  as  to  the  number  of  letters  vou 
wrote  for  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No  sir,  I  couldn’t,  for  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  YVould  they  l>e  as  many  as  a  dozen?  A.  Yes,  I  presume  thev 
would.  J 

Q.  Did  you  ever  perform  for  her?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd  was  very  much  interested  in  the  subject,  wasn't  he9 
A.  Very  much. 

338  Q.  You  said  in  your  examination  in  chief  that  you  did 
all  you  could  to  amuse  him.  A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  try  to  amuse  him  and  entertain  him  by  writ¬ 
ing  these  letters?  A.  No  indeed.  He  was  amused  in  a  great 
many  other  ways  besides  spiritual  letters. 

Q.  He  believed,  did  he  not.  that  these  letters  which  you  wrote 
came  from  his  wife?  A.  Yes  sir,  he  did. 

Q.  Did  they?  A.  T  don  t  know.  I  can’t  tell  you  whether  thev 
did  or  not.  J 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  or  not  they  did  then?  A.  No,  I  didn’t 
Q.  You  wrote  them,  didn’t  you?  A.  I  wrote  them. 

Q.  Y\  hy  is  it  you  can’t  tell  whether  they  came  from  her  or  not? 
A.  I  don’t  know;  how  can  T  tell?  I  didn’t  write  them 

339  myself — T  didn’t  write  them. 

Q*  You  just  said  you  did  write  them.  A.  My  hand  wrote 
them,  but  T  can’t  tell  you  how  T  wrote  these  letters. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  by  that,  that  you  had  no  control  over  the 
writing?  A.  I  had  no  control  over  the  writing;  I  didn’t  even 
know  what  was  on  the  paper  until  he  read  it. 

Q.  Did  somebody  other  than  yourself  write  these  letters?  A.  I 
can’t  tell  you.  I  am  telling  voi/the  truth  about  it.  All  I  know  is 
that  the  letters  were  written.  And,  in  the  first  place,  I  can’t  write 
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Kr**--  il"fj  couldVt  have  'een  how  to  write,  and  I  didn’t 
know  what  would  be  on  the  paper  until  they  were  read. 

v  1  "nderstal,d  y°"  <"  say  that  they  were  not  composed  by 
vou  r  A.  J  hev  were  not  composed  by  me  at  all. 

Q.  And  you  didn’t  know  what  was  written  on  them  until  tliev 

= sf  »u!a  »  & 

y.  How  is  it  possible  for  you  to  write  a  word,  or  a  letter  without 
knowing^ what  word  or  letter  you  write?  A.  I  can’t  tell 

340  Q.  W ell,  you  would  if  you  take  a  pen  now  and  write 
wouldn  t  you?  A.  Yes,  but  I  didn’t  then. 

Q.  Why  not.  A.  I  can’t  tell  you. 

I  How  did  you  set  these  conununications  which  you  siieak  of’ 

hands"'"!  1. S"  ,,0"n  ,0  !l,e  ,able  alld  Mr.  Ilurd  would’ put  his 
hands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table.  Sometimes  1  would  -it 

onee°  "  u"”-  !""e  T*  u'''  notllin«  whatever,  and  then,  all  at 
onee,  I  would  pick  up  that  pencil  and  write.  He  would  still  keep 

Ins  hamls  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table  and  then  when  thev  were 
through  writing,  the  pencil  would  drop  and  the  name  was  signed 
to  it.  and  that  was  all  there  was.  M 

t  rol  ^  over '  i  t'wha  (ever! '  <‘<""r°l  ,Wer  ”  wl,a,cver?  A-  1  h«d  »‘>  «>•>- 
that  time; 'yes.  ’>e’leVe  tl,ev  <mne  fro"'  Mary?  A.  I  did  at 

studv  nfhr'Lf v  y'c  <ei,we  l,elieve  "°?  A-  When  1  began  the 
stu(l\  of  (  hristian  Science  1  dropped  it 

M  wv’Did\  V\!  tl,e"  f,el!-  )lr'  ,FIurd  ">*'!  «•»«*  letters  were  not  from 
them  '  d,d"  1  ktmn,  and  I  didn  t  sav  anything  about 

Q.  Was  not  the  writing  i„  those  letter.«^-so-called  Marv  letters 
341  Tfi  to  the  writing  of  your  own?  A.  No.  sir 

at  all  F  ’’  ‘  resPeet ?  A.  It  was  not  my  hand 

2*,i? “  >- 

m&  SLZ  srt  *  Mr- 

Q.  Never?  A.  No. 

[,vour  daughter  often  write  such  letters?  A  I  can’t  tpn 
you  anything  about  that.  e11 

Q.  Well,  in  your  presence?  A.  Not  in  my  presence-  no  sir 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  did  not  know  whether  or  not  von r 
daughter  wrote  anv  so-called  Marv  letters’  \  t  ,  .  •vo,'r 

■ho,,,  them.  t  „„S 'S  “* 

•n?  emit  'gSTH  %  write 

to  tha?.herP  'S  n°  eX<'e,"io"  *°  ,hn,?  A-  There  is  no  exception 
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Q.  And  you  never  knew,  while  she  was  living,  that  she  was  writ- 
njg  Mieh  letters?  A.  Oh,  yes;  1  knew  she  was  writing  him  letters. 

0-  How  did  you  know  it?  A.  Because  I  heard  them  talking 
about  it. 

Q*  ^  ele  you  present  at  the  time  that  a  letter  was  written 
d4*2  requesting  money  for  Lee  Hurd  to  go  to  the  inauguration? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  ^  on  knew  of  that  letter  being  written?  A.  I  knew  of  it 
afterwards,  not  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  didn’t  write  that  letter?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  Mr.  Hurd  it  was  a  put  up  job?  A.  No  sir. 

(}.  \  on  understood  it  to  be  a  put  up  job,  didn’t  you?  A.  I 
heard  them  laughing  about  it,  yes. 

Q.  You  heard  them  laughing  about  it.  But  what  I  want  to 
know  is,  didn’t  you  know  it  was  a  put  up  letter?  A.  I  didn’t  hear 
them  say  T  heard  them  laughing  about  Lee  getting  the  money  for 
a  hat  and  things  he  wanted. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  I^ee  asked  your  daughter  to  write 
such  a  letter  for  the  purpose  of  getting  money  from  Mr  Hurd9 

A.  I  never  knew  anything  about  it  until  afterwards— after  he 
got  the  hat. 

Q.  After  he  got  the  hat,  did  you  understand  then  that  he  had  re¬ 
quested  her  to  write  such  a  letter?  A.  Then  I  did. 

Q.  And  didn’t  you  understand  that  Lee  requested  her  to  write 
him,  telling  him  to  give  Lee  the  money?  A.  Not  then,  no. 

Q.  T  mean  afterwards?  A.  Certainly,  afterwards  I  did. 

Q-  Telling  him  that  the  letter  had  been  written  bv  the 
o4d  spirits.  A.  I  didn’t  pay  any  attention  to  the  letter  what¬ 
ever. 

Q*  ^(m  didn’t  tell  Mr.  Hurd  he  had  been  defrauded,  did  you? 
A.  I  didn  t  say  anything  about  it,  one  way  or  the  other.  1  consid¬ 
ered  it— one  was  seventeen  and  the  other  sixteen,  somethin*  like 
that,  and  I  considered  it  a  prank  between  the  two  of  them  —nothin* 
but  a  boys  and  girl’s  piank. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  a  letter  written  either 
by  yourself  or  your  daughter,  concerning  this  Margaret  Smith9  \ 
Ao  sn*;  About  my  daughter?  I  can’t  say  anything  about  that" 

I  didn  t  know  anything  about  that  letter. 

Q.  Have  you  discussed  it  with  Lee  Hurd  since - A  (Inter¬ 

rupting.)  No;  not  that  letter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  letter  l  have  reference  to?  A.  You  said 
Margaret  Smith. 

Q.  ^  es.  (Continuing:)  — with  reference  to  the  fact  of  her 
going  with  somebody  else?  A.  Iheard  them  talking  about  it 

(}.  Heard  whom?  Mr.  Hurd  and  my  daughter. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  that  letter  was  written  bv  vour  daughter  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Byron  Hurd?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  that?  No  sir:  I  never  heard  of  it 

on  ■  Q,  Did  >;°»  kn°."'  tlVi;t  Mr'  Bvron  H',rd  Rave  her  eertain 
344  jewelry?  A.  No  sir.  Tie  never  did. 

Q.  M  hat  did  you  say?  A.  I  said  he  never  gave  her  anv. 
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Q.  Did  the  old  gentlemen  give  her  some  jewelry?  A.  He  gave 
her  some  jewelry,  hut  she  gave  it  hack  to  him. 

Q.  \\  hat  was  it?  A.  Diamonds. 

Q.  Whom  do  you  mean  hy  her?  A.  Blanche  Shafer. 

Q-  Was  it  a  diamond  tiara?  A.  Yes. 

Q*  Did  he  give  any  jewelry  to  auyhndv  Insides  vour  daughter^ 
A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  he  give  diamond  ear  rings  to  vou  in  appreciation  of 
he  fact  of  your  having  gotten  up  those  letters  resulting  in  the 
breaking  off  of  the  marriage  with  Margaret  Smith?  A.  No  sir.  He 
was  going  to  give  Blanche  diamond  ear  rings  if  she  would  have  her 
ears  pierced  Her  eyesight  p  had,  and  I  said  to  her:  “Blanche, 
j  •vo'1  'v"l  f,ave  your  ears  pierced,  your  eyes  will  he  better  because 
I  had  had  some  trouble  with  my  eyes,  and  they  got  better  when  I 
had  my  ears  pierced. 

‘d4.>  ( l  What  sort  of  a  man  was  he  in  regard  to  his  business? 

1  think  you  told  me  he  was  a  very  good  business  man?  A. 
i  hat  is  all  I  can  tell  you. 

Q  W  hat  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  Simplv  that  he  attended  to 
his  business — he  was  a  very  good  business  man — that  is.  when  he 
was  in  the  W  est. 

Q.  And  when  you  say  he  was  a  good  business  men,  ven 
mean  by  that  that  he  was  capable  of  managing  his  bu«ine" 
and  things  of  that  sort?  A.  He  seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Showed  no •marks  of  weakness,  did  he.  mentallv?  A.  lie 
didn  t  seem  to.  in  business. 

Q.  Did  he.  in  any  other  matters?  A.  Well.  I  can't  sav  as  to  that, 
except  on  spiritualism.  He  was  very  much  lnmnd  up  in  spiritualism. 

<)o  .von  insider  that  a  source  of  weakness?  A.  Not  then  I 
didn  t. 

Q.  Do  you  now?  A.  No.  I  can’t  snv  that  I  <h,  now. 

\\  hv  did  you  say.  then,  that  lie  showed  no  mental  weakness 
exeept  on  the  matter  of  spiritualism?  A  ltecau.se  he  was  verv  easily 
influenced  in  the  matter  of  spiritualism. 

Q  How  did  you  know  that?  A.  Whv,  bv  hi«  talk 

Q.  Did  you  notice  it  by  reason  of  the  fact  of  his  being  influenced 

by  your  writings?  A.  By  anybody's  writings  that  he  would  wet 
writings  from. 

Q.  W  ill  you  specify  any  one  occasion  when  you  sav  he  was  in¬ 
fluenced  by  any  spiritualistic  communication?  A.  Well,  if  vou  will 

ask  me  in  what  way.  perhaps  7  can  answer  it.  I  can’t  go  into  de¬ 
tails. 

347  Q.  Can  you  remember  any  one  instance  when  he  was  in- 
lluenced  by  any  spiritualistic  communication?  \  Well  he 
alwavs  believed  everything  he  got  in  those  communications— be- 
heved  every  word  of  them. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  what  he  always  did.  but  what  he  did  on 
one  occasion.  Can  you  give  one  instance?  A.  No;  not  anv  more 
t nan  that. 

Q  Can  you  give  a  single  instance  when  he  was  influenced  bv  anv 
spiritual  letter,  or  .^o-called  Mary  letter?  A.  Yes.  T  can. 

Q.  Let  us  have  it.  A.  Once  in  the  evening  when  I  was  with 
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him  at  a  seance  at  a  hall — I  don  t  know  the  name  of  it — it  was  down 
L>\  the  Pension  Office;  1  think  so,  hut  1  cant  remember  where  it 
was,. I  think  it  was  opposite  the  Pension  Office — and  he  got  a  com¬ 
munication  then  from  the  speaker,  in  regard  to  a  ring  that  he  had, 
and  he^  seemed  to  he  very  much  influenced  by  that. 

0-  Can  you  give  us  any  other  occasion?  A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  one  that  you  can  recall,  is  it?  A.  The  onlv 
one  I  can  recall  when  I  saw  that  he  was  very  much  influenced  with 
that. 

Q.  You  are  referring  to  the  one  communication  you  have  just 
mentioned,  are  you?  A.  Yes  sir.  T  was  with  him  then? 

( l  Can  you  tell  us  about  when  that  was?  A.  ]  think  it  was  in 

1892. 

Q.  Shortly  after  his  wife  died?  A.  Yes  sir;  shortly  after 
M4.S  his  wife  died. 

Q*  How  often  did  you  go  with  him  to  see  so-called  spirit¬ 
ualists?  A.  Oh,  possibly  once  a  month. 

Q  For  what  period  of  time?  A.  For— well,  when  he  was  here 
until  1894  or  1895;  somewheres  along  there. 

Q.  Then,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  vou  considered  him  a 

good  business  man,  capable  of  attending  to'  his  affairs _ a  strong- 

minded  man? 

Mr.  Ford:  She  never  said  that. 

A  I  didn't  say  he  was  a  strong  minded  man.  I  said  he  was  a 
good  business  man. 

Q.  Was  or  was  he  not,  in  your  opinion,  a  strong  minded  man? 
A.  On  some  subjects. 

Q.  On  what  subjects?  A.  I  don’t  know  that  I  can  tell  vou  that 
exact  1\ ,  hut  anything  that  lie  was  interested  in. 

Q.  You  considered  him  strong  minded  on  anything  that  he  was 
intei ested  in?  A.  I  hat  he  w’as  particularly  interested  in. 

r  Q-  You  said  that  he  was  very  close  in  his  business  matters?  A. 

\  erv  close. 

* 

Q.  Did  you  consider  him  stingy?  A.  Yes  sir. 

-i.  You  said  A  ou  never  knew7  him  to  give  away  any 
•  >49  money?  A.  I  never  knew’  of  his  giving  away  any  money. 

0.  A  on  did n  t  know,  then,  that  lie  was  giving  his  grand¬ 
son  money;  did  you?  A.  Yes.  I  knew  he  gave  him  a  thousand 
(io liars  a  year. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that?  A.  Tie  did;  he  told  me  that. 

Did  you  know  also  of  his  making  regular  payments  to  his 
#<>n?  A.  No;  1  didn’t  know’  that.  '  • 

Q-  Did  \ou  consider  him  stingy  when  he  was  giving  monev  to 
his  grandson?  A.  He  wasn  t  stingy  to  his  grandson,  but  to  him¬ 
self  and  other  people. 

Q.  What  other  people?  A.  People  he  had  dealings  with 

Q.  Who,  for  example?  A.  Everybody  T  ever  heard  speak  of  it 
said  he  was  very  close  in  a  bargain — very. 

Q.  You  don’t  mean  to  say  that  because  a  man  is  close  in  a  bar¬ 
gain,  he  is  stingy;  do  you?  A.  Yes  sir;  sometimes. 

Q.  Ts  that  what  you  meant,  w’hen  you  said  he  w’as  close  that  he 
was  stingy  in  a  bargain?  A.  That  is  one  way;  yes. 
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Q.  \\  hat  (jo  you  understand  siingv  to  mean?  A.  Close 

«=0  ,  (i;  Do  (vo"  ,,,eaI".  '-.v  ‘lose  aliout  giving  tpvay  money 

,30U  ()1  close  about  making  a  bargain?  A.  Both. 

Q:  To  whom  else  did  you  exjiect  liiui  to  give  awav  monev 
except  to  Ins  grandson?  A.  I  don’t  guess  to  anybody.  ' 

.  tj.  \\  by  (ltd  you  call  him  close,  then,  if  you  didn’t  exnect  him 
o  give  away  money  to  anvlsidy  hut  his  grandson?  A.  You  don’t 
nave  to  have  anybody  constantly  giving  to  know  that  tliev  are 
stingy;  every  one  of  their  actions  will  di-dose  that,  and  a  man  ilia* 
is  stingy  can  t  help  but  show  it. 

Q.  You  say  you  never  had  any  financial  dealings  with  him  ex- 
(ept  collecting  board  and — you  borrowed  bow  much?  A.  I  don’t 
rcmenil>er  what  my  husband  borrowed,  but  I  Imrmwed  .$:tOO  of  him 

Q,  \Mien  you  went  to  these  seances  with  Mr  Hurd,  be  paid  the 
admission  fee  didn  t  he?  A.  He  did. 

There  was  nothing  stingy  about  that,  was  there*  \  He 
gone  wilhghimt  "  °"e  evenin«!i-|,e  t  have  gone  if  I  hadn’t 

ii/ibod?1  '\°" loot;61  borrowec*  "nv  lmmev  fr,,m  him  except  $300 

Q.  Where  were  you  at  that  time?  A.  I  was  on  Rhode  Hand 
Avenue  nr  .June.  1437  Rhode  Island  Avenue;  and  I  moved  from 
here  in  August  to  the  Iroquois  Apartment  Mouse.  I  borrowed 

that  money  to  make  the  change,  hut  I  paid  him  hack  when  I  told 
him  I  would. 

•»ol  Q.  Hid  you  ever  have  any  communications  with  Mr  Hurd 
in  connection  with  stocks,  or  grain?  A.  No  sir 
Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  writings  which  purported  to  come 
1  mm  Mary  about  stocks  and  grains?  A.  No  sir.  I  didn't  know 
anything  about  stocks  and  grains. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  try  to  get  Mr.  Hurd  to  advance  vou  monev  for 
he  purpose  ol  buying  stocks  and  grain,  or  for  the  purpose  ,  f  ca  ¬ 
bling  on  the  market?  A.  No  sir.  "  1 

Q.  Look  at  this  paper  which  I  hand  you.  and  tell  me  if  that  is 
ikSl-ftS  *  (handing  witness  paper)?  A.  (After  examina- 

().  Look  on  the  hack  and  see  if  that  is  vour  handwriting*  \ 

Q.  Do  you  know  whose  it  is?  A.  No  sir;  it  isn’t  mine 

"•  r’"k  at  ",e  i»»ne  signed  to  it — Irene  Shafer _  \  ft.. 

terrupting:)  I  can’t  help  it.  .  V  (ln' 

Q.  (Continuing:)— and  tell  me  if  that  is  vour  handwriting  \ 

It  doesn  t  look  a  particle  like  my  handwriting  '’ 

.am  1 i'r . v  Mn*  . . . . . . 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q'  ^mdwriti,m*Ver\'  Til"*  ^  t0  "he,her  «•  »”<  that  is  vour 
o-9  nundnriting.  A.  I  don  t  know  anything  about  this  1 

ThisJ'th  ,T".i,n*  ,el1  you  gentlemen  something 
This  is  the  way  I  have  alwavs  l>een  to  Mr*  Cramer  T  Wa 

always  had  the  kindest  feelings  for  her,  and  I  have  alwavs  said  that 
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1  hawVe.LMr'  Jlu'|d  |vas  iu  the  <M.V  that  that  was  the  place  for  him 

ou  ,  ,lml1''1i:a,'d  ‘  'j11’  eXfPl ,  •  th0l!ght  Jle  ought  to  he  with  his 
chv  re  ot,ly  th"ig  hut  whenever  he  was  in  this 

0U^.5  Plainer s  was  the  place  lor  him 
Q.  lou  said  that?  A.  Yes. 

care'o/hfm’  Wlvy  rtd  y°“  ,beg  hil",  to  «et  11  ''"use  and  let  you  take 

had  t<!  li  h,  1,A.:  n  “,Use  1.,e1'VUS  11 80  lonesome.  Mrs  Cramer 
1  „r  nui  ler  ullK*e>  and  lie  was  alone  all  day  long 

satisfied  ve  ’  ri;/  r,Ught  lle  °Up\{  to  be  with  ^ra.  Cramer  if  he  was 
nf  l  ifn  A*  1  ,le  Was  satlshe^  >’e*-  But  he  complained  always 
ort  f  H  ■a°  ' er  j  Jouesonie,  and  wished  he  was  dead,  and  all  that 
soit  of  thing,  and  I  made  this  proposition,  ‘  lie  hadn’t  any  home  ” 
tin  was  Ins  cry  and  1  made  him  this  proposition.  ’  ■ 

y.  Did  you  think  lie  seemed  to  he  satisfied  with  Mrs.  Cramer? 
.*PQ  *'•  *  I®  was  only  satisfied  when  she  was  there. 

\  \ijlt  ^le  se?nie(]  to  satisfied  to  stay  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s? 
A.  All  except  this  cry  ot  being  so  lonesome — Mrs.  Cramer 
was  kept  away  all  day  long  and  he  was  alone  in  the  apartment  all 
da.'  long— that  was  Ins  cry,  of  being  lonesome.  I  have  never  had 
an\  hut  the  kindest  oi  feelings  for  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  have  now  ' 

tried  smd’  °n  youioxatni.iati.,,,  in  chief,  that  he  frequently 
tried  to  communicate  with  Ins  wife  through  mediums?  A.  Yes 

r  hv  medh,lrr  A-  1  rememher  there  was  a  medium  named 

m.  I  q?  4nR’  “,,,d  he ,weat  ,here  ver>'  often.  At  one  time  she  lived 
on  I.  Street,  and  another  time  on  New  York  Avenue. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  medium  he  went  to?  A  I  don’t 
know  any  other  medium,  sir.  1  know  he  went  to  her  frequence 
hut  he  didn  t  tell  me  what  he  got  from  her  *  -  ’ 

Q.  How  long  did  that  last?  A.  As  long  as  she  staved  here. 

Q.  IIow  long  was  that?  A.  1  can’t  tell  you  sir 
Q.  For  months,  or  for  years?  A.  It  was  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  when  she  left?  A.  No  sir,  I  can’t  tell 

9-  i  -'"‘A’  ilA  he  went  ,0  her  very,  very  frequently. 

■M  Q.  Now,  you  .say  that  he  used  to  ask  you  to  try  to  get 
communications  from  his  wife?  A.  Yes  'sir.  ‘  * 

Q.  Then  you  wrote  those  letters  you  speak  of?  A  Year*  aim 

but  not  of  late  years.  1  *  i  ears  ago, 

Q.  You  did  years  ago?  A.  Yes 

time-  vis  y°U  think  th6y  <ame  from  hi*  wife?  A.  I  did  at  that 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  letters  of  spiritual  research’  4  Now 
he  would  a«k  a  question— he  would  ask  what  thev  were  doing  tin 
there— and  she  would  answer  him,  or  somebody  answered  K 
H-  And  that  was  what  you  meant  by  spiritual  researches’  A 

Y*  A'?  sot  *>  Jtreat  deal  that  way  of  the  so-called  spiritual  life 

Q.  Did  you  know  Hattie  Smith?  A.  Yes  sir 

Q.  W  ho  was  she?  A.  She  was  Hattie  Smith 

ShJlSAnAlinn^  ^  OWUr,!,,ion;  where  did  ^e  live?  A. 

Q.  Where  did  you  know  her?  A  Here 

20— 2483a 
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Q.  W  hen  was  it  that  he  asked  you  if  you  thought  the  letters 
you  say  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  were  genuine?  A.  Well,  he 
doo  always  asked  me  that,  ever  since  he  has  been  with  Mrs. 
Cramer. 

Q.  Has  he  asked  you  that  since  vou  have  been  a  Christian 
Scientist?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  since  you  have  lieen  a  Christian  Scientist,  vou 
do  not  believe  in  spiritualism.  Did  you  tell  him  that?  A.  I  didn't 
u  1  him.  Y\  hen  he  asked  me,  I  would  sav,  “(irandpa,  vou  ought 
to  know  for  yourself;  how  do  T  know?” 

Q.  Did  you  know,  or  didn’t  you?  A.  No,  1  didn’t. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  now?  A.  No. 

•  Q.  YoU  don't  !>elieve  in  them,  do  vou?  A.  T  don't  l»elieve  in 
them  any  more. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  .-ay  (lint  il  is  your  belief  now  that 
these  letters  which  you  wrote  for  him  did  not  come  from  his 

,T  .  .  ‘  <an  '  ,cl1  y°«  that.  I  thought  at  that  time  they  did. 
Imt  I  don  t  know  vet  where  they  came  from;  1  haven’t  anv  knowl¬ 
edge  whatever  where  they  came  from.  1  have  given  vou  it  just 

f  'VT'-'6  Si'He  1  lli,ve  1,ee"  «  Christian  Scientist,  or  in¬ 

terested  in  Christian  Science.  I  have  amused  him  by  reading  to 
linn  and  lending  him  the  literature,  and  that  way. 

tm  ,.,Mrs-  r'H-'y-E/  1Iarr,kt  lit  k,».  who,  being  produced  as  a 
"dness  of  lawful  age  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff 
and  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  ? 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

•  Stal<;  •vour  ful1  "anie  “I'd  residence.  A.  Frances  liar- 

net  Hurd. 

(!'  V  At  "allonsburg,  New  York. 

Q.  t  ou  are  the  wife  of  Mr.  liyron  X.  Hurd.  I  l>elieve?  A.  Yes 

r  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Since  about  18(>8  I 
guess.  I  was  married  in  1873,  and  I  knew  him  three  or  Lryekr^ 
befoie  I  was  marned.  J 

•!5?  A. <HilVfatherelati<>n  Kenbm  1  Hurd  (o  .'our  husband? 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd’s  wife9  \  Sure  You 
mean  my  mother-in-law?  ‘  *  111  c'  * ou 

Q.  A  es.  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  vou  know  her9  V  Tnwi  ««  t  i 

father-in-law.  '  h,st  ns  lon«  «®  T  knew  my 

Q.  How  much  did  vou  see  of  her’  \  \  ,,r  ,.  , 

together  a  great  deal.  We  lived  together  three  or  four  montK 

or  fnnr  len  a' 7  "'ou,,,  «°  out  t0  Minnesota  and  stav  three 

in  ,he  - . - 

Q.  How  much  did  you  see  of  her  during  the  last  ten  years  before 
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her  death,  say  from  about  1880?  A.  Why,  two  years  of  that  ten 
years  we  must  hare  liyed  together.  We  lived  with  them  at  Saratoga 
I  hen  we  moved  to  Sehuvlerville,  and  then  we  would  see  them  onee 
or  twice  a  week. 

Q.  AA  hat  kind  of  a  woman  was  Mrs.  Hurd? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  immaterial. 

What  kind  of  a  woman?  Why,  she  was  a  yen-  kind  woman, 
a  very  just  woman,  and  a  very  good  mother-in-law. 

<\T"  j'o*  ^  anything  did  you  observe  as  to  her  influence  over 
Mr.  Ilurd? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection. 

A.  She  had  a  very  strong  influence  over  Mr.  Hurd.  Me  never 

0-0  .rne  miv  ,msiness  without  he  always  asked  her.  or  talked 
ooo  the  matter  o\Ter. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  them  doing  it?  A.  I  have  a  great 

n,:,'1-v.t,yies-  ^  e  were  h'ke  one  family,  and  business  was  talked 

right  before  us. 

Q.  T  will  ask  you  whether  or  not.  in  the  discussions  that  vou 
heard  between  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd,  he  deferred  to  her  judgment. 

Mr.  Birney  :  Objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness  and  as  not  tending  to  establish  any  fact. 

A.  A  es  sir;  he  always  did. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Hurd  was  a  woman  of 
much  or  little  education. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A  She  had  a  very  good  education.  She  was  a  member  of  tin 
board  of  education  for  a  number  of  years  in  Saratoga. 

Mr  Vcmon'.T  Hurt?"™11'”81  ""ailments  compare  with  those  of 
Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection. 

e  ri'r  Sl"  -  ■  '*««' 

m,!  i  *i~i "» . . . 

Mr.  Lester  :  The  same  objection. 

A.  Why,  they  were  the  very’  best  of  companions  ^ 

ways  together.  They  would '  travel  together  and  go  eve^here 
She  was  a  woman  of  poor  health,  and  he  done  evemhingToT  her 

»59  ™ 

By  Mr.  Ford: 
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Q.  W  here?  A.  In  Schuylerville. 

Q.  I  low  much  have  you  seen  of  Mr.  Hurd  since  the  death  of 
his  wife?  A.  How  often  have  I  seen  Mr.  Hurd? 

Q.  \ es.  A.  \\  hy.  so  many  times  I  couldn't  count  it  up;  a 
great  many  times.  He  visited  us  on  the  farm  three  times,  and 
before  lie  broke  up  housekeeping  in  Saratoga,  he  used  to  drive  over 
«*\erv  week  to  Sehuylerville  to  see  us;  sometimes  twice  a  week. 

Q.  T  am  referring  now  to  the  times  you  have  seen  him  since  the 
death  of  his  wife?  A.  1  have  seen  him  a  great  many  times.  I 
couldn  t  give  you  the  number.  He  spent  two  weeks  with  us  one 
time  on  the  farm,  another  time  a  week,  and  another  time  a  few 
days.  He  has  come  to  Saratoga  and  sent  for  11s  to  come  down  there 
and  visit  him.  T  have  been  once  to  Washington  to  see  him.  and 
to  New  York  to  <ee  him. 

Q.  W  hat  was  Mrs.  Hurd's  religious  belief,  if  you  know  it?  A. 

^  t  know,  any  more  than  she  believed  in  spiritualism. 
360  Q-  That  is  what  T  mean.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not 
Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  is  a  spiritualist?  A.  A  very  strong  one. 
Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  was  a  spiritualist  in  the  life¬ 
time  of  his  wife?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  have  vou  heard  him 
talk  much  about  his  wife? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  a<  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  He  talked  a  great  deal  about  her,  and  always  has  ever  <ince 
her  death. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  communications  that  he  thought 
he  was  receiving  from  her? 

Mr.  Lester;  Objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness.  based  upon  no  facts  set  forth  in  the  record,  and  as  hearsav. 

• 

A.  He  has  showed  them  to  me  and  I  have  read  them,  and  he 
has  talked  to  me  about  them  a  great  many  times.  He  has  also 
written  me  that  he  bad  a  communication  from  Mary,  saving  so 
and  so.  1  have  forgotten  what  it  was.  but  it  was  verv  common  con¬ 
versation  among  us. 

Mr.  Lester.  The  last  statement  of  the  witness  is  objected  to  as 
an  attempt  to  set  forth  something  in  a  written  paper  that  is  not 
shown  to  have  been  dest roved. 

361  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was 
influenced  by  these  communications?  A.  Always. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  the  conclusion  of  the  wit¬ 
ness,  as  leading,  and  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  He  was  always  influenced  by  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  particular  incident  in  which  that  was 
shown  ? 


Mr.  I  >ester:  The  same  objection. 

A.  I  can  t  tell  any  particular  one,  because  it  was  always  done. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  a  speculation  in  wheat  in 
which  Mr.  Hurd  indulged?  A.  Why  yes. 

Q.^  \\  here  did  you  get  your  information  with  reference  to  it? 
A.  from  Mr.  Hurd  lnmself,  and  I  saw  the  little  notes  in  his 
diary,  where  lie  showed  me  himself  about  it,  how  Blanche  iShafer 
would  write  spiritualist  letters  to  give  her  money,  and  then  grandpa 
would  give  her  the  money  to  make  this  deal,  and  then  Blanche 
would  give  grandpa  a  certain  amount  of  the  monev,  and  she  would 
have  the  rest. 


Mr.  Lester:  The  question  and  answer  are  objected  to  as  imma¬ 
terial  and  irrelevant.  The  answer  is  further  objected  to 
362  as  being  hearsay,  and  also  as  attempting  to  state  something 
that  apjiears  to  be  in  writing. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  those  letters  are?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  \\  hen  did  this  wheat  speculation  you  have  referred  to  take 
place;  do  you  know?  A.  That  must  have  been  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago,  about. 

Q.  \\  hat  can  you  tell  us,  Mrs.  Hurd,  as  to  whether  or  not  during 
the  lifetime  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Hurd  ever  indulged  in  speculation  in 
the  market? 


Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  and  not 
tending  to  support  any  of  the  issues  in  this  case. 

A.  He  was  very  much  opposed  to  it.  My  husband  was  in  the 
wheat  business,  and  used  to  deal  sometimes  in  margin  options,  or 
whatever  they  call  it,  and  he  opposed  it  strongly,  and  so  did  Mi’s. 
Hurd. 

Q,.  What  have  you  observed  during  the  time  you  have  known 
Mr.  F  enton  J.  Hurd  as  to  his  habit  with  respect  to  money? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant  and  not 
calling  for  any  facts,  but  for  a  conclusion. 

A.  He  has  always  been  very  stingy  and  tight. 

Q.  Was  that  true  during  the  lifetime  of  Mrs.  Hurd?  A.  Always. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  change  in  that  regard -  A.  As  he 

grows  older  he  grows  tighter. 

Q.  Just  a  minute,  until  I  finish  my  question.  Have  you 
363  noticed  any  change  in  that  regard  since  the  death  of  his 
wife?  A.  Yes;  he  kept  growing  closer  and  closer. 

Q.  W1  lat  have  been  the  relations  between  your  husband  and  Mr. 
Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Friendly. 

Q,  Has  that  been  true  all  the  time?  A.  Sometimes  his  father 
would  write  him  a  disagreeable  letter,  and  Mr.  Hurd,  in  his  quick 
temper,  would  answer  it  back  quick,  and  then  his  father  would 
write  him  a  nice  letter.  There  was  never  any  length  of  time  that 
there  was  any  disagreement  lietween  them. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  made  any  contributions  to  your  hus¬ 
band,  so  far  as  you  know?  A.  Why,  yes.  After  we  were  burned 
out,  lie  sent  him  money.  Do  you  want  me  to  state  the  amounts? 
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Q.  If  you  know  them.  A.  About  $2,000  the  first  time,  and  the 

364  i  V'e  m<  ?  ,?re  i,e  dl,,,e  the  s»me;  and  he  has 

rft>4  sent  him  a  hundred  dollars  every  year  for  his  birthday. 

(i.  How  long  has  that  continued?  A.  It  has  been  for  a 
Kood  many  years,  I  think  ever  since  his  mother  died 

.1  i.  -i  11  beKin,  after  the  tleatl.  of  Mrs.  Hurd?  A.  1  don’t 
think  light  away,  hut  soon  after. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  make  any  contributions  to  you  personally9  V 
Once  in  a  while  he  would  give  me  $10.  ^  } 

J [ave  y««  had  a"  opportunity  of  observing  what  the  rela¬ 
tion-  between  Mr.  hen  ton  Hurd  and  Dr.  Hurd  have  been?  A.  Mr 
1  enton  Hurd  just  about  worshipped  Dr.  Hurd. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  l>eing  responsive  to  the  question; 
also  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A'  /  Ty  A®  Just  abollt  "orshiPPed  Dr.  Hurd,  lie  was  very, 
very  fond  of  him. 

( l  Have  you  beard  liiui  so  express  himself?  A.  I  have.  I  have 
beard  him  say  lie  thought  lie  was  the  smartest  young  man  he  ever 
knew,  and  he  was  very  fond  of  him. 

1)0  .vmi  know  “the  defendant,  Laura  K.  Cramer v  \ 

i  es. 

velre  ll0"  l0,,,i  ,UIVe  y°U  kn°"’n  her?  A-  1  should  think  about  six 

Q.  \\  here  did  you  first  meet  her?  A-  At  my  son’s  house. 

Q.  In  this  city,  New  York?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Has  she  ever  visited  you  in  Whallonsburg?  A.  Yes-  for  two 
weeks 

Q.  When?  A,  In  the  summer  of  1898. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  1898  or  1908?  A.  I  mean  1908. 

Q.  Did  you  see  much  of  her  while  she  was  there ?  \  Oh  ve«- 

a  great  deal.  ’ 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  her  with  reference  to  Mr.  Hurd  at  any 
time.  A  ''by,  she  was  always  telling  me  how  mean  he  was 
and  how  he  would  insult  her  company,  and  she  didn’t  want 
,3bb  to  take  him  home;  that  the  Judge  she  was  going  with  and 
going  to  marry,  said  not  to  bring  him  back,  and  she  didn’t 
want  him  back.  Then  I  would  go  in  the  house  or  off  the  porch, 
where  she  was  talking  to  me,  and  I  would  hear  her  talking  to 
grandpa.  She  would  say  “Now.  go  back  with  me.  Don’t  stav  up 
here.  She  would  say  to  me  “I  am  not  going  to  take  him  back” 
and  when  she  came  to  go  back  she  bad  his  return  ticket  in  her 
pocket  book.  She  didn  t  intend  to  leave  him. 

.  Q*  .vou  bear  ber  say  this  to  Mr.  Hurd  more  than  once?  A. 

''  by.  it  seemed  to  be  spoken  of  most  every  day. 

<b  Where  were  you  when  you  heard  her  talking*  to  Mr.  Hurd  in 
the  way  you  have  stated?  A.  Why,  grandpa  used  to  sit  just  outside 
the  screen  door  and  1  stepped  back  inside  the  door  to  listen  to  the 
con\ ersation ,  I  had  heard  so  much  whisj>ering 

Q.  Between  whom?  A.  Between  the  two  of  them,  he  and  her 

When  they  thought  1  had  gone,  she  would  talk  louder  and  I  would 

hear  it. 
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Q.  \\  bat  if  anything  did  you  observe  during  that  visit  as  to  the 
influence  of  Mrs.  Cramer  over  Mr.  Ilurd? 

Air.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  tbe  witness 
and  not  for  facts. 

A.  fsbe  bad  a  very  strong  influence.  1  can  tell  you  one  little  time, 
lie  was  weak  and  tired  and  1  wanted  to  give  bini  an  egg  in  milk 
lor  a  drink,  lie  said  “1  won  t  take  it,  Eanny.  1  don  t  want  it.” 
Sbe  come  and  said  “Ob,  now,  Mr.  Ilurd,  you  bad  better  take  it,” 
and  Mr.  Hurd  took  it. 

•107  Q.  How  long  were  tliey  tliere  witli  you?  A.  About  two 
weeks.  They  came  1  think  on  tbe  28  th  of  August. 

Q.  Did  they  leave  together?  A.  They  left  together,  and  she 
showed  up  bis  ticket  as  be  was  going  off  tbe  porch.  1  said  to  her, 
\\  b\ ,  Mrs.  Cramer,  1  thought  you  didn’t  propose  to  take  grandpa 
back  with  you.  Her  face  got  red,  and  she  didn’t  know  what  to  say. 
She  didn  t  calculate  that  1  wiis  going  to  see  tbe  return  ticket,  but 
grandpa  made  her  show  it  to  me. 

.  D-  State  whether  or  not  you  have  ever  invited  Mr.  Ilurd  to  make 
bis  home  with  you  and  your  husband.  A.  \Ve  have  begged  him  to, 
ever  since  Mrs.  Hurd  died.  We  have  written  and  written  to  him, 
but  there  has  l>een  some  influence  that  has  kept  him  away  and 
wouldn’t  let  him  come  to  us.  I  even  furnished  a  room  for  him  *o 
as  to  have  it  like  he  would  like  it,  right  near  mv  bath  room  and 
everything  comfortable  for  him. 

M08  Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  have  anything  to  sav  to  you  with 
reference  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  habit  in  regard  to  money?  *  A.  She 
said  he  was  so  stingy  and  tight  that  sometimes  she  even  had  to  force 
him  to  pay  his  board,  and  sometimes  when  she  was  busy  she  would 
ask  him  to  go  and  get  some  oat  meal,  and  he  would  get  it  and  come 
back  and  dun  her  all  day  and  all  the  next  day  for  10  cents  She 
said  he  was  too  mean  to  live.  ‘ 

Q  Hid  she  say  anything  about  his  clothing?  Or  what  if  any¬ 
thing  did  she  say  about  his  clothing?  A.  She  said  he  never  got 
himself  any  clothes.  He  hadn’t  any  shirts.  When  the  shirts  would 
come  home  from  the  wash,  he  would  take  off  the  ragged  part  until 
he  got  up  to  the  gallus  and  she  couldn’t  make  him  get  any  others, 
he  was  so  stingy  and  tight.  She  said  she  w&<  ashamed  of  him  around 
the  house. 

Q.  Did  she  say  anything  more  in  that  connection?  A.  She  said 
when  he  came  up  there,  she  made  such  a  fuss  that  she  made  him  buy 
an  overcoat,  and  she  said  he  was  very  dirty,  and  she  was  ashamed  of 
him  around  the  house.  T  made  the  answer  “Then  why  don’t  you 
leave  him  up  here  with  us  and  we  will  keep  him?”  She 
8H9  didn’t  seem  to  want  to  leave  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  letters  from  Mrs.  Cramer?  \ 

Yes. 

Q.  Examine  the  letter  T  now  hand  you,  being  Exhibit  A.  H.  No. 
6,  and  state  whether  or  not  you  can  identify  it  as  a  letter  received 
by  you  from  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  I  think  that  is  the  letter 
she  wrote  me;  yes  sir. 
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Q.  \\  hut  is  the  date  of  that  letter?  A.  November  14,  1908 
Q.  How  long  was  that  after  she  had  made  this  visit  to  your 

Novembei!  "rK  She  vW,ed  ,,,e  in  Augurt,  ‘""1  this  is 

or\Qof'\!r'lt.‘,f,a."‘V'l'|i"n  h'!,Ve  0!,served  wi‘h  regard  to  the  mem- 
<>rv  of  Mr.  1  enton  J.  Hurd  in  the  last  ten  years?  A.  His  inemorv 

is  poor  about  things  that  occur  at  the  present  time.  He  can  re- 
M-n  m^niber  away  hack  His  memory  is  growing  poorer. 

Q.  I  nor  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  removal  from  the  home  of  Mrs 
Cramer  last  March,  had  you  talked  with  him  about  the  re- 
eeipt  of  communications  from  the  spirit  world?  \  Ye<  t 
great  many  times. 

Q.  What  did  he  sav  ? 

Mr.  Lester.  Objected  to  as  immaterial,  irrelevant  and  hearsay. 

A.  lie  said  tliat  Mrs.  Cramer  was  a  great  medium,  ami  would 
iMite  him  letters  from  Man*  whenever  he  wanted  them 

Q.  When  did  he  say  that?  A.  He  said  it  every  time  I  have  seen 
him  since  he  has  lived  with  her.  Me  said  it  in  mv  house  up  at  What- 
lonsburg  while  they  were  there  together. 

<  ’ross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

372  No"  M*8-  Hurd,  prior  to  March  17  when  did  you  see 
Mr.  1  enton  .1.  Ilurd  last?  A.  I  think  when  he  visited  mv 

son  in  Greenwich.  • 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  I  couldn’t  give  vou  the  date. 

().  n  as  it  in  the  summer  of  1908?  A.  |„  ,he  summer  of  1908 
he  \  lsited  me  m  W  hallonsburg. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  after  that  until  you  saw  him  on  March  17th 
Of  lilts  year?  A.  1  can’t  say.  If  1  did.  1  saw  him  at  Dr 
Ilurd  s. 

373  Q.-.H  he  "’a-*  uot  at  Dr.  Hurd’s - A.  Then  I  didn’t 

see  him. 

U  W  hat  time  was  he  at  your  house  in  Whallonshurg  in  1908’ 
A.  \\  hat  time  of  the  year? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  August. 

Q.  He  was  with  you  a  couple  of  weeks.  I  think  vou  said9  \ 
Yes.  •  .... 

Q.  Prior  to  that,  when  did  you  see  him  last?  A.  Why.  when  ] 
was  at  my  sons,  he  was  there,  but  I  couldn’t  give  you  the  date 

Q.  At  your  son’s  in  Greenwich?  A.  Yes:  he  was  visiting  there 
when  I  was  there. 

Q.  Then  prior  to  the  time  you  saw  him  at  vour  son’s  in  Green- 
wicli.  where  did  you  see  him  last?  A.  At  my ‘son's,  before  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  your  son's  in  two  different  years?  A.  Yes 
Q.  Prior  to  those  times,  when  did  you  see  him  and  where?  A. 
Well.  T  think  at  mv  son’s  house  in  New  York. 

Q,  A  ou  could  not  give  me  the  year  for  that.  I  suppose?  A.  It 
must  have  been — can  my  son  tell  me  when  he  was  married9  Then 
X  can  tell  you. 
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Q.  Was  it  when  lie  was  married?  A.  It  was  after  he  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  at  his  home  there,  and  he  had  one  little  girl. 
d/4  Q.  It  has  been  testified  1  think  that  your  son  was  married 
in  1903.  A.  Then  it  was  the  following  year. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  where  you  saw  him  prior  to  that?  A  l 
think  it  was  in  Saratoga. 

Q.  Let  me  see  if  I  have  this  part  of  it  correct.  You  saw  him  once 
in  Saratoga,  before  your  son  was  married?  A.  And  I  won’t  swear 
that  it  was  before  he  was  married  or  after  he  was  married. 

Q.  See  if  I  state  it  correctly.  The  first  time  you  saw  him  after 
your  son  was  married  was  at  vour  son’s  house  in  New  York?  \ 
i  es. 

Q  .^^t  was  in  1904,  the  year  after  your  son  was  married?  A. 
i  es  sir;  the  year  after  my  son  was  married. 

Q.  1  he  next  time  you  saw  him  was  in  Greenwich,  at  vour  son’s 
house.  Is  that  correct?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  next  time  you  saw  him  was  at  Greenwich  at  vour  son’s 
house?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  next  time  you  saw  him  was  at  Whallonsbun* 
3/o  at  your  house  in  1908?  A.  In  1908.  ” 

0  A  Q-  The  next  time  you  saw  him  was  on  March  17th  of  this 
year?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  your  son’s  house?  A.  Yes. 

tliere?^1  V 11  Ye.  ^lne  "***  a^n*n  a*  .vour  s°i‘  house  when  you  visited 

Q.  The  next  time  was  when  lie  came  to  vour  house ’in  June  1910? 
A.  Yes. 

mno  rhe-V  ,f,r<,n!  I1-'  *'nie  >•«»"■  so"  was  married,  which  was  in 
1903,  until  March  1,  ,  1910,  you  only  saw  liim  on  the  four  occasions 
we  have  mentioned.  Is  that  correct?  A.  Yes,  1  think  so.  It  may 
ha\e  been  ine,  if  1  saw  him  in  Saratoga  after  mv  son  was  married 
y.  iNow,  prior  to  that  time  in  Saratoga,  when  did  you  see  him  ' 
A.  He  was  to  my  house  in  \\  hallonsburg 

i.  K„.DT°,iyOUi  ''?"l0,nlf  ";l\UeaT  "uU  wus?  A-  I  can’t  swear  to 
it,  but  I  think  it  was  about  1898. 

Q,  1898?  A.  I  think  it  was. 

, r1?'  many  times  lias  he  been  to  your  house  since  the  death  of 
his  wife.  A.  Mhv,  after  Ins  wife  died  he  came  back  and  staved 
to  my  house.  ,  "  J 

376  Q.  He  stayed  about  a  month?  A.  Yes. 

,,  ,  Q;,Th,en  J,c  has  v'tted,  yOU  three  times  at  U|e  farm.  Is 

that  correct.  A.  A  es  sir.  We  have  onlv  been  at  the  farm  a  few 
years. 

Q.  You  have  been  there  since  the  year  after  his  wife  died?  \ 
No  sir;  we  went  there  in  1895. 

Q.  A  on  said  just,  now,  I  think,  that  he  visited  you  at  the  farm 
the  year  his  wife  died.  A.  No;  he  lived  in  Schuylerville.  He  came 
back  to  Schuylerville,  where  his  wife  was  with  him  and  died.  He 
came  back  from  the  funeral  to  my  house. 

Q.  What  I  wanted  to  find  out  was,  how  manv  times  he  visited 
you  at  Whallonsburg?  A.  Three  times,  until  now. 

21— 2483a 
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hfi'1  Wi°s  '*10  l'r\l  ,!'Ve  '  ^°"  l°ng  after  you  had  gone  to 

\\  hallonsburg?  A.  lhat  same  year.  We  went  in  Mav, 
>> 1  t  and  he  came  in  the  summer. 

Q.  You  mean  1H95?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  that  from  your  observation,  Mr.  Hurd  was  always 
stmgj-  and  very  tight?  A.  Always. 

Q.  Were  you  at  all  surprised  then  that  .Mrs.  Cramer  should  have 
said  he  was  stingy?  A.  No;  1  believed  it. 

Q.  You  said  Mrs.  Cramer  said  he  was  very  careless  about  his 
clothes,  too  mean  to  get  them.  A.  1  didn't  say  she  said  he  was 
careless.  I  said  she  said  he  was  dirtv. 

Q.  Was  that  your  observation  too?  A.  No. 

Q.  lie  v\as  not  dirt},  so  far  as  you  observed?  A.  Not  when  he 
came  to  my  house,  he  wasn’t  dirty,  nor  when  I  lived  there  lie 
\\ nsn  t  dirt} ,  but  he  was  when  1  saw  him  in  the  spring. 

Q.  What  is  that?  A.  When  he  came  from  Mrs.  Cramer’s. 

Q-  When?  A.  When  they  brought  him  home,  his  clothes  were 
dirty. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  this  year?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  March.  1910?  A.  Yes;  his  clothes  were  very  dirty. 
3*  Q*  A  ou  said  you  had  seen  some  of  these  letters.  W  here 

did  you  see  them?  A.  That  Mr.  Hurd  had  received? 

Q.  A  es.  A.  I  have  seen  them  always.  lie  has  shown  me  lots  of 
them. 

Q.  W  hen  ?  A.  It  has  been  such  a  common  thing  that  I  don’t 
see  how  I  can 'state  any  “when”  about  it. 

Q*  Was  it  before  his  wife  died?  A.  I  have  seen  a  great  manv 
since  and  some  before,  but  I  know  I  have  seen  them  since  when  he 
has  visited  me  in  W’hallonsburg.  He  has  had  letters  and 
379  showed  them  to  me.  and  then  I  saw  them  before  his  wife 
died. 

Q-  W  hen  was  it  he  told  you  about  his  deals  in  wheat  with  Blanche 
Shafer?  A.  At  the  time  it  was  going  on. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  him  about  it  recently?  A.  Yes. 

Q*  IIow  recently.  A.  Oh,  within  the  last  three  or  four  weeks  we 
were  talking  about  it. 

Q.  Had  he  ever  talked  with  you  about  those  circumstances  before? 
A.  W  hy  yes;  if  we  would  bring  up  Blanche  Shafer’s  name,  he  would 
say - 

Q.  I  mean  about  the  wheat  deal?  A.  I  say,  if  we  were  talking 
about  Blanche,  he  would  tell  what  a  good  medium  she  was  and  how 
she  always  come  out  ahead  of  the  deal,  as  I  guess  you  call  it.  and 
they  always  made  money.  He  used  to  have  a  little  book  where  he 
put  down  these  deals,  and  he  showed  me  how  much  they  would 
make.  I  didn’t  remember  it  specially.  I  didn’t  care  enough  about 
it. 

Q.  W’hen  was  it  he  showed  you  those?  A.  That  was  when  he  vis¬ 
ited  me. 

Q.  In  AYhallonsburg?  A.  In  W’hallonsburg;  not  when  Mrs.  Cra¬ 
mer  was  with  me.  but  the  other  time. 

Q.  W7hat  is  it  that  makes  you  think  he  is  stingy  and  mean?  A. 


FENTON  J.  HURD.  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


163 


\\  hat  would  make  anybody  think  a  person  is  stingy  and  mean. 

I  hey  never  give  a  cent  to  anybody  or  anything,  and  they 
•bSO  never  spend  a  cent  more  than  they  can  possibly  spend  on 
themselves. 

lie  gave  his  grandson  a  thousand  dollars  a  year,  did  he  not? 
A.  Yes;  and  his  grandmother  gave  him  money  before  she  died,  I 
think  at  his  request.  I  don't  know  about  that;  but  that  is  the  least 
a  stingy  man  can  do — give  a  grandson  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Q  He  has  given  your  husband  at  least  a  hundred  dollars  a  year? 
A.  Certainly;  he  is  an  only  child. 

Q.  Who  else  was  he  to  give  to  to  prevent  him  from  having  a  repu¬ 
tation  for  being  stingy?  A.  I  don’t  call  that  being  very  liberal, 
with  the  money  he  had.  to  give  his  son  a  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  Where  was  his  son  living  at  the  time  he  was  getting  this  hun¬ 
dred  dollars?  A.  In  Whallonsburg,  Schuylerville,  or  wherever  we 
happened  to  be. 

Q.  What  is  this  place  at  Whallonsburg?  Is  it  a  farm?  A.  It  is 
a  large  farm. 

Q.  How  large?  A.  Four  hundred  and  seventy-odd  acres. 

Q.  What  business  is  your  husband  conducting  there?  A.  Why, 
a  farm. 

Q.  Is  it  a  stock  fann?  A.  I  don’t  know  whether  you  call  it  a 

stock  farm  or  not.  We  have  got  a  lot  of  cows  and  horses  and  pigs 

and  so  on. 

381  Q.  Do  you  know  the  value  of  this  farm  on  which  your 
husband  lives?  A.  T  know  what  we  ask  for  it,  if  you  call 

that  the  value. 

(J.  TTow  much?  A.  We  ask  $30,000.  stock  and  all. 

Q.  Do  von  mean  bv  that  vou  are  offering  it  for  sale  at  $30,000? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  think  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  stingy  in  not  giving 
his  son  more  than  a  hundred  dollars,  if  he  had  this  farm?  A.  T 
answered  that  a  minute  ago. 

Q.  Your  husband  was  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  was  he  not? 
A.  Surely. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  except  his  refusal  to  give  your 

382  husband  money  that  made  you  think  he  was  stingy  and 
mean?  A.  Yes;  his  whole  life.  I  have  always  called  him 

stingy.  Everybody  calls  him  stingy. 

Q.  On  two  occasions  he  gave  your  husband  $2,000,  you  said? 
A.  I  said  T  was  not  sure  about  the  second  time  he  gave  him  $2,000. 
It  was  about  that. 

Q.  Did  your  husband  conduct  a  drug  store  at  one  time?  A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Fenton  ,T.  Hurd  set  him  up  in  business  then?  A. 
No  sir.  he  didn’t  know  he  bad  it  until  he  bad  bought  it  about  a 
month. 

Q.  Did  he  furnish  the  money  then?  A.  No  sir;  he  did  not. 

Q.  So  with  the  exception  of  a  hundred  dollars  a  year,  the  only 
gifts  you  know  of  his  giving  are  $2,000  on  possibly  two  occasions? 
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That  is  correct  is  it?  A.  That  is  correct ;  yes.  I  guess  when  he  was 
married  he  started  him  in  business.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  You  said  the  relations  between  your  husband  and  his  father 
were  always  very  friendly?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  anything  about  vour  hus- 
hand  saying  that  if  he  got  married  he  was  going  to  shoot  him?  A 
Did  I  tell  Fenton  J.  Hurd  that? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 
dSd  Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about  it?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  did?  A.  No  sir,  T  did  not.  I  heard  some 
of  you  lawyers  talk  it.  That  is  all. 

Q.  A  ou  did  not  hear  me.  did  you?  A.  No.  I  never  saw  you  be¬ 
fore:  hut  I  think  that  gentleman  (indicating)  asked  that  question 
up  to  grandpa’s  trial,  or  something,  and  T  heard  it.  I  was  in  the 
hall.  I  think  that  is  the  gentleman  that  was  there.  Tie  never  threat¬ 
ened  to  shoot  his  father,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  tell  Mr.  Hurd  so — Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A. 

A  on  just  asked  me  that. 

Q-  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd’s  intending  to  marrv 
some  Mrs.  or  Miss  Smith?  A.  A7es. 

Q.  Did  you  not  at  or  about  that  time  tell  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
that  Byron,  your  husband,  said  if  he  married  her  or  married  any 
other  woman,  he  would  shoot  him  or  kill  him?  A.  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  ever  telling  him.  that, 

Q.  Do  you  mean  bv  that  that  you  may  have  told  him  and  for¬ 
gotten  it?  A.  No,  I  don't  think  F  ever  told  him  so. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  your  husband  said  he  would  kill  the 
woman?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  write  him  a  letter  to  that  effect?  A.  No  sir. 

384  Q.  How  often  have  you  seen  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  saw 
her  the  first  time  at  my  son's  house  in  New  York.  T  don’t 

know  whether  I  saw  her  more  than  once  there  or  not,  but  at  any 
rate  during  our  visit  she  was  there.  I  saw  her  again  in  Green- 
wich  when  she  visited  my  son  the  first  year  he  moved  up  there.  T 
saw  her  once  at  her  daughter  Dessie’s  house  in  New  A7ork,  and  she 
visited  me  two  weeks.  I  can't  swear  T  have  seen  her  more  or  less 
than  that,  but  that  is  about  what  I  can  remember. 

385  Q.  ATour  first  name  is  Fannv  is  it  not.  Mrs.  Hurd9  \ 
Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Hurd  that  your  husband,  Byron,  said  that 
no  woman  should  ever  take  his  mother's  place,  and  that  he  swore 
by  all  that  was  great  and  good  and  as  true  as  there  is  a  God  in 
Heaven  that  if  he.  Air.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  got  married,  he,  Bvron. 
would  shoot  and  kill  both  Mj\  Hurd  and  the  woman?  A.  What 
business  is  it  to  you  if  I  said  it? 

Q.  Suppose  you  tell  us  whether  you  said  it  or  not.  A.  I  did  not. 
Grandpa  and  I  have  talked  about  getting  married  again,  and  T  said 
“Byron  will  never  see  anybody  in  his  mother’s  place.  Fie  will  never 
consent  to  it.” 

386  Q.  \\  hat  did  you  mean  by  “Will  never  see  anybody  in 
his  mother’s  place’*?  A.  That  he  would  oppose  it.  just  as 
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you  would  oppose  your  father  getting  married  again  if  vou  didn’t 
want  him  to. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  by  that  that  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  would  be 
obliged  to  ask  his  son  whether  lie  could  marry  again?  A.  Most 
fathers  do  say  something  to  their  sons  before  they  get  married  a 
second  time,  or  else  there  is  a  family  row. 

Q.  Hut  do  most  sons  say  something  to  their  fathers  about  it  when 
their  fathers  want  to  get  married  again?  A.  Yes;  I  think  they 
do.  when  the  money  all  came  from  their  mother. 

I  a  ron  Lee  Hurd,  a  witness  of  lawful  age,  called  by  and  on 
behalf  of  the  complainant  and  being  first  dulv  sworn,  de¬ 
poses  and  says: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford  : 

Q.  What  is  your  full  name?  A.  Byron  Lee  Hurd. 

(l  And  your  residence?  A.  Whallonsburg.  Essex  County,  New 
York. 

Q.  What  relation  are  you  to  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  He  is  mv 
father. 

Q.  Has  he  any  other  children?  A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  your  mother’s  name?  A.  Mary  Lee  Hurd. 

Q.  About  how  long  has  she  been  dead?  A.  Eighteen  years,  I 
should  think,  or  nineteen.  I  can’t  remember. 

Q.  How  old  are  you  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Fifty-eight. 

388  Q.  What  can  you  tell  us  as  to  the  relations  subsisting  be¬ 
tween  your  mother  and  father?  A.  They  were  yery  pleas¬ 
ant. 

Mr.  I  .ester:  The  same  objection. 

Q.  Were  they  affectionate  or  otherwise? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection,  and  it  is  also  objected  to  as 
leading. 

A.  Yes;  affectionate. 

Q  What  can  you  tell  us  with  respect  to  her  influence  over  him? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection,  and  it  is  further  objected  to  as 
calling  for  a  conclusion  instead  of  facts. 

#  A.  Her  influence  was  good.  She  had  a  strong  influence  over 
him. 

Q.  Did  that  extend  to  business  matters? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection. 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  State  anything  you  observed  in  that  regard. 

Mr.  I  .ester.  The  same  objection. 

A.  Well,  if  he  was  to  make  a  loan  on  a  farm  or  anything,  they 
talked  it  over,  and  if  she  thought  it  was  too  much,  she  would  sav 
so,  and  the  loan  wouldn’t  be  made. 
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Q.  How  frequently  did  you  observe  that?  A.  Oh,  many  times. 
0.  otate  whether  or  not  Mr.  Ilurd  seemed  to  defer  to  her  judg- 

1J^nt  in  business  matters,  as  you  observed  it.  A.  He  always 
did. 

Q.  Since  your  mother  s  death,  how  much  have  you  seen  of 
your  father?  A.  Once  a  year  I  visited  him. 

( l  Where  was  that?  A.  Generally  in  Washington. 

I  Q-t you  bi,n  at  any  other  place?  A.  I  can’t  remember 
ihat  I  did.  lie  visited  us  at  different  places. 

(}.  How  frequently  did  he  visit  you?  A.  Well,  once  or  twice  a 
year,  sometimes  oftener. 

Q.  Down  to  what  time?  A.  Well,  until  about  ten  years  ago. 
Q.  During  the  last  ten  years,  how  frequently  has  he  visited  you? 
A.  From  three  to  five  times,  perhaps. 

Q.  Since  the  death  of  your  mother,  please  state  whether  or  not 
\ on i  fathei  lias  talked  about  her.  A.  He  has,  a  great  many  times. 
Q.  What  was  your  mother’s  religious  belief.  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Well 
T  think  she  was  a  Spiritualist. 

390  Q*  How  is  it  with  respect  to  your  father?  A.  Well,  she 
was  not  as  strong  a  believer,  I  don’t  think,  as  he  was.’ 

Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  he  was  a  Spiritualist  also?  A.  Yes. 
Q;  x  ou  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd  believes  in  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  communications  coining  to  him  from  the  spirit  world? 
A.  He  said  that  he  knew  the  communications  wTere  true. 

Q.  What  communications?  A.  From  the  spirit  world.  He  had 
different  tests  that  he  used  to  make,  and  he  said  he  was  convinced 
that  he  could  communicate  with  the  dead. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  of  any  communications  he  himself  had 
received?*  A.  Yes,  sir;  many  times. 

D.  from  whom  did  lie  say  these  communications  came? 

d91  Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection,  and  as  calling  for  hear- 
sav  matters. 


A.  Yell,  he  got  messages  from  my  mother,  and  T  was  trying  to 
think  of  other  ones,  but  1  cbm  t  seem  to  remember  them  now. 

Q.  Did  he  say  through  whom  these  communications  came? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  for  the  same  reason,  and  because  it  is 
leading. 


\.  \\  hv.  he  got  them  from  several  different  people. 

Q.  Name  any  of  them  that  he  has  told  you.  A.  He  said  Blanche 
Shafer  was  about  the  l>est  medium  he  knew. 

Q.  Any  others?  A.  Mrs.  Shafer,  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  when  he  tii*st  mentioned  Mrs.  Cramer’s  name  to 
you  as  a  professional  medium?  A.  No. 

0  How  long  ago  was  it?  A.  I  can’t  remember  how  long  ago. 

Q.  Can  you  approximate  it;  one  vear,  two  vears,  or  a  longer  or 
shorter  period?  A.  No;  T  can’t  tell  when  we  talked  of  her! 

Q.  Has  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  visited  you  at  the  farm?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Y  hen  was  that.  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Tw’o  years  ago  in  August 

I  think. 
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Q.  That  would  make  it  1908?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  anything,  Mr.  Hurd,  as  to  whether  or 
not  these  communications  purporting  to  come  from  Man’  hi*  wife 
influenced  Mr.  Hurd?  ’ 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to,  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  witness 
based  upon  no  facts,  he  not  having  stated  any  facts  to  show  any¬ 
thing  which  would  warrant  him  in  forming  any  opinion  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. 


393 

“All 

Q. 

that. 


A.  Yes;  they  did. 

Q  Do  you  recall  any  incident  in  that  connection?  \  Yes-  a 
very  lively  one.  '  ’ 

(}  Jiist  state  what  is  was,  Mr.  Hurd.  A.  He  was  about  to  marry 
a.  .Mrs,  smith  m  Washington.  I  went  down  to  see  about  it.  and  I 

ono  hadn  1  ,alked  ve,7  lo"K  '•efore  Blanche  called  me  out  of  the 
room  and  said  that  if  I  would  go  home  and  not  do  anythin,, 
about  it,  she  would  see  that  the  thing  was  broke  up.  I  said 
right;  I  will  leave  it  in  your  hands.” 

Do  you  know  how  that  was  broken  up?  A.  1  was  coming  to 
1  hen  she  turned  out  to  be  a  first  class  medium  all  at  once 
and  could  get  messages  from  my  mother,  and  so  forth.  She  went  to 
school  by  the  place  where  this  Mrs.  Smith  boarded,  and  she  saw 
a  man  going  in  there  at  different  times  that  Mrs.  Smith  knew  and 
she  caught  on  about  the  right  time,  and  she  wrote  him  a  message 
from  my  mother  that  he  must  appear  there  at  a  certain  time,  and 
the  servant  would  say  to  him  that  Mrs.  Smith  was  not  in,  but  he 
was  to  put  Ins  foot  right  in  the  door  and  jamb  it  open  and  go  right 
in,  and  he  would  get  his  eyes  opened;  he  would  see  her  in  the  parlor 
with  another  man.  So  she  said  it  was  fun  to  watch  him  He 
couldn  t  wait  for  the  time  to  come. 

Q.  Do  not  tell  us  what  Blanche  said.  State  whether  or  not  the 
engagement  was  broken  off  in  consequence  of  these  letters  A  It 
was;  yes,  sir.  * 


Q.  Do  you  recall  any  other  incident,  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Not  that  I 
know  of,  that  I  had  anything  to  do  with. 

on,  ,  . Has  Mr-  Hurd  ever  talked  to  you  about  the  breaking  of 
394  his  engagement  to  Margaret  Smith?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Has  he  also  written  to  you  with  reference  to  it?  A 

A  es. 


Q.  State  whether  or  not  in  these  conversations  Mr.  Hurd  at¬ 
tributed  the  breaking  off  of  his  engagement  to  Margaret  Smith  to 
the  letters  received  from  his  wife  through  Blanche  Shafer.  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Has  Air.  Hurd  ever  mentioned  to  you  anything  concerning 
a  speculation  in  wheat?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that?  A.  I  can’t  remember. 

Q.  AVas  it  within  the  last  ten  years  that  the  incident  itself  oc¬ 
curred?  A.  I  couldn  t  tell  positively,  but  T  think  it  was  within 
ten  vears. 

V 

395  Q.  Has  Air.  Hurd  ever  told  you  who  wrote  the  letters  in 
that  case  to  him?  A.  No. 

Q.  Has  he  told  you  anything  about  the  speculation? 
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Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection,  that  it  is  irrelevant,  incompe- 
tent  and  hearsay  evidence.  r 

A.  lie  said  it  was  a  good  test,  as  it  came  from  the  spirit  world; 
th.it  the\  ne\er  lost  on  a  single  deal.  1  hey  always  made. 

Q.  What  have  been  the  relations  between  you  and  your  father 
since  the  death  of  your  mother?  A.  Always  friendly. 

ddb  Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  buy  a  drug  store?  A.  He  never 
did. 

was  your  fathers  hal)it  of  1Jfe  as  to  monev,  Mr.  Hurd? 
A.  well,  he  was  a  natural  born  miser.  I  guess  you  might  call  it. 

Q.  Just  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  I  mean  in  all  money 
transactions  he  was  very  close. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  observed  this  in  him?  A.  Always. 

or,-  Q*  Was  tliere  an.v  flange  in  this  regard  after  the  death 
dtb  of  your  mother?  A.  1  didn’t  notice  any. 

Q.  Did  he  make  any  gifts  to  you,  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Every 
year  he  used  to  send  me  what  he  called  a  birth  dav  present  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  dollars. 

Q.  Any  others?  A.  We  had  some  buildings  burned  up  on  the 
farm,  and  he  sent  me — I  was  trying  to  think  how  much  it  was*  1 
guess  a  twenty-five  hundred  dollar  check. 

Q.  From  what  you  observed  of  Mr.  Hurd,  will  you  state  whether 
or  not  lie  was  a  man  who  lived  beyond  his  income? 

398  Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to.  The  witness  has  not  been  shown 
to  know  what  his  income  was,  whether  one  dollar  a  year  or  a 
hundred  thousand,  or  to  know  what  his  expenses  were,  whether  he 
spent  one  dollar  a  year  or  a  thousand.  There  is  no  foundation  what¬ 
ever  for  any  such  question. 

A.  He  did  not  live  beyond  his  income. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  what  his  income  was?  A. 
About  a  thousand  dollars  a  month. 

Q.  When?  A.  That  was  about  37  years  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  interest  he  received  on  his  investments  at 
that  time?  A.  From  12  to  15  per  cent. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  what  his  estate  consisted  of  at 
that  time?  A.  Mortgages. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  how  much  it  aggregated?  A.  Ninetv- 
seven  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  what  his  estate  consists  of 
now?  A.  The  same;  mortgages. 

Q.  In  what  amount?  A.  About  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  you  say  you  visited  vour  father  in  Wash¬ 
ington?  A.  Oh,  every  holiday  T  used  to  go  down. 

Q.  How  many  times  a  year?  A.  Once  a  year. 

399  Q.  Did  you  ever  visit  him  at  the  home  of  the  defendant 
Cramer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Once  a  year. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  T  guess  I  have 
known  her  four  or  five  years.  I  can’t  remember. 
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■  Q-  .Where  did  Mr.  Hurd  spend  the  time  while  he  was 
boarding  at  Mrs.  Cramers  while  Airs.  Cramer  was  awav  on 
her  duties?  A.  In  the  house. 

Q.  Was  there  anyone  there  with  him?  A.  No:  only  myself. 

Q.  Was  any  provision  made  for  his  meals?  A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  get  your  meals?  A.  Well,  once  he  cooked  them 
himself. 

Q.  IIow  was  it  with  respect  to  the  other  times?  A.  I  think  we 
went  out  to  lunch. 

401  Q.  Has  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  visited  you  at  your  home  in 
Whallonsburg?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  When?  A.  In  August,  1908. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  with  her  at  that  time?  A.  Oh,  yes. 

( l  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  her  with  reference  to  Mr. 
40*2  Hurd?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  she  say?  A.  She  said  she  was 
aoing  to  get  married  to  the  judge,  and  she  wished  she  could  leave 
him  there. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  her?  A.  1  said  1  wished  she  would;  that 
that  was  the  proper  place  for  him  to  l>e,  and  we  prepared  a  room  in 
the  house  when  we  built  it.  especially  for  him,  so  as  to  he  near  the 
hath  room. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  stay?  A.  No,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Did  they  leave  together?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  a  ticket  it  was  they  used?  A.  A 
return  ticket. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  there?  A.  About  two  weeks. 

408  Q.  What  if  anything  did  you  do  with  reference  to  Mr. 

Hurd’s  papers?  A.  It  seems  to  me  that  same  day  I  went  up 
there  and  went  to  his  desk,  and  I  told  Mrs.  Cramer  I  was  going  to 
take  his  hooks  and  papers  to  look  them  over.  She  says,  “You  can 
get  them.  They  are  all  right  there.” 

Q.  Where  was  the  desk?  A.  In  the  dining  room. 

Q.  How  far  was  that  from  Mr.  Hurd’s  room?  A.  About  80 
feet. 

Q.  Was  the  desk  open  or  locked?  A.  Open. 

Q.  What  did  you  do?  A.  T  got  a  piece  of  wrapping  paper  and 
string,  and  put  the  hooks  and  things  that  were  in  the  desk,  made  a 
bundle  of  it.  and  tied  it  up  and  took  it  down  to  the  hotel. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  give  that  bundle?  A.  Well,  I  took  it  into 
mv  son’s  room  at  the  hotel. 

404  Q.  What  was  done  with  it?  A.  We  o|>ened  it  up  and 
looked  over  the  accounts  the  best  we  could,  and  we  found 
that  the  thing  was  muddled  up. 

Q.  Now.  when  you  went  up  there  to  go  through  the  desk,  where 
was  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Around  the  house  there.  T  don’t  know  anv 
special  place. 

Q.  Was  she  present  when  you  went  through  the  desk?  A.  I 
couldn’t  say  that  she  was.  She  helped  me  get  the  wrapping  paper 
and  the  string. 

Q.  How  many  papers  did  you  take  from  the  desk?  A.  I  cleaned 

22— 2483a 


170 


frENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

it  out.  I  don  t  know  how  many  I  took.  I  took  everything  there 
was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  anything  at  all  in  the  desk?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  v  ou  or  not  make  a  thorough  search  of  all  the  drawers  and 
compartments  of  that  desk?  A.  1  opened  the  drawers  and  took 
everything  in  them  out  and  put  them  in  this  package.  I  didn’t 
make  a  thorough  search  of  it.  I  cleaned  out  everything,  though.  I 
could  see. 

405  Q.  Look  at  these  l>ooks  that  I  show  you  and  state  if  you 
can  identify  any  of  them  as  books  that  you  found  in  this 
desk  and  took  possession  of  at  that  time.  A.  I  couldn’t  tell.  These 
look  like  the  books.  I  took  a  lot  of  papers  and  books.  (After  ex¬ 
amination:)  1  here  is  a  thing  I  remember  reading,  right  there _ 

stuck  on  there  (indicating,  and  referring  to  a  piece  of  paper  pasted 
on  page  149  in  exhibit  marked  “For  identification  L.  M.  II.  No  7 
as  follows: 

“Washington,  Aug.  'llth,  ’09. 

To  William  Ross  and  Lee  M.  Hurd. 

I  make  this  statement  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  no  claim  against 
tinv  person  except  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  so  vou  won  t  have  to 
look  for  anything  only  in  that  State. 

F.  J.  HURD.” 


406  Q.  Did  you  find  any  bank  books?  A.  I  don’t  remember  of 
any. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  left  any  bank  books  in  the 
desk.  A.  No,  I  didn’t  leave  anything  in  that  desk. 

Q.  11®  you  know  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Cramer  visited  him 

407  at  the  hospital?  A.  Once. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  Well,  1  think  he  had  been  there 
a  day.  It  was  about  the  second  day  after  he  was  there. 

Q.  Did  she  have  a  talk  with  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  they  talked  about?  A.  No. 

Q.  \\  hv  not  ?  A.  As  quick  as  he  found  out  who  she  was.  he  asked 
me  to  go  out  of  the  room,  and  I  done  so. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  occasion  of  that  visit  to  the 

408  hospital  say  anything  to  you  about  your  father’s  papers? 
A.  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer  what  all  this  whispering  was  about. 

She  said  that  he  wanted  her  to  burn  up  a  pass  book  and  some  papers 

1  said,  “What  pass  book?”  She  said  she  didn’t  know  what  he 
meant. 


Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  has  any  other  pass  book  on  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Loan  &  Trust  Company  been  found  except  the  one  that  has 
been  offered  in  evidence  as  Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  17?  A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  further  search  was  made  for 
409  the  papers  belonging  to  Mr.  Hurd  or  not?  A.  Yes:  he  and 
1  both  went  all  through  his  trunk.  That  is  where  we  found 
this  little  money  purse  with  six  or  eight  dollar*  in  it.  We  went  all 
through  his  clothe^  pockets  and  put  his  things  all  together  There 
was  a  little  place  where  he  hung  up  his  clothes,  and  we  put  them  in  a 
trunk. 
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Q.  Did  you  find  any  bank  books  then?  A.  I  can't  remember  of 
any  books  that  we  found  at  all.  He  generally  kept  his  books  and 
things  in  this  old  desk. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  him  use  the  desk  on  the  occasion  of  your  pre¬ 
vious  visits?  A.  Oh,  yes;  sometimes  I  would  write  there  myself. 
1  would  write  home. 

0.  W as  the  desk  kept  locked  or  was  it  open?  A.  It  was  always 
kept  locked.  lie  would  get  a  key  and  go  there  and  write  on  it. 

V’  }  ^>e^eve  I  understood  you  to  say  you  found  it  un- 
no  locked  when  you  went  up  there  on  the  day  you  got  to  Wash¬ 
ington?  A.  Yes;  it  was  unlocked. 

What  was  your  father's  condition  when  he  left  Washington? 
A.  u  ell,  it  was  a  great  deal  better  than  when  we  found  him. 

().  What  was  his  condition  when  you  got  to  Washington?  A.  I 
thought  he  was  dying.  He  didn't  seem  to  know  me. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  been  in  Whallonsburg?  A.  Ever  since  then 
hut  about  a  month  or  so — a  month  or  six  weeks. 

Q.  W  hat  has  been  his  condition  while  at  Whallonsburg? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  a*  immaterial  and  irrelevant  and  as 
referring  to  conditions  existing  since  the  filing  of  the  bill. 

A  He  was  considerably  better  than  he  was  when  we  took  him  to 
'\  ashington,  but  still  he  has  this  same  heart  trouble  now. 


411  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney  . 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  where  was  the  desk  from  which  you  obtained  the 
books  and  papers %of  which  you  have  spoken?  A.  In  the  dining 
room  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s. 

Q.  That  was  a  totally  different  room  from  the  one  occupied  as  a 
bed  room?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

C-  Hid  you  take  these  l>ooks  and  papers  before  you  had  had  a  talk 
with  your  father?  A.  I  couldn't  sav  as  to  that.  I  don’t  think  so, 
though.  I  don’t  remember  about  that. 

Q.  A  ou  went  to  the  house  between  six  and  seven  o'clock.  A. 
Early  in  the  morning;  yes,  sir. 

r  ?*  Was  that  Friday  morning?  A.  That  was  when  I  got  in  there. 
I  should  think  it  was  probably  Friday  morning. 

Q.  And  you  had  some  talk  then  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes. 
She  asked  me  who  it  was,  and  I  gave  my  name.  I  asked  where  my 
son  was,  and  she  said  he  was  at  the  hotel,  and  I  went  there. 

Q.  Did  you  then  ask  her  for  your  father’s  books  and  papers?  A. 

ii  o# 

.Q.  How  soon  afterwards  did  you  come  back  to  the  apart- 
41  ^  ment?  A.  I  think  we  had  breakfast  there,  my  son  and  I, 
at  the  hotel,  and  then  went  back.  So  it  must  have  been  from 
one  to  two  hours.  I  couldn't  tell  how  long. 

Q.  When  you  got  to  the  apartment  that  time,  did  you  find  your 
father  awake?  A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  awake  then.  He  did  not  seem 
to  know  me. 
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420 

Q. 


Did  you  talk  with  your  father  at  all  on  that  occasion?  A. 
Oh,  no;  not  about  the  marrying  racket. 

Q.  Not  about  the  marrying  of  Hattie  Smith?  A.  No, 
sir. 

1  hat  was  Hattie  Smith,  was  it  not?  A.  I  don’t  know  what 
her  first  name  was.  She  was  a  gras— widow.  T  know. 

Q*  Kv  that  you  mean  a  divorced  woman?  A.  1  mean  that  her 
husband  was  alive  in  \\  ilmington.  North  Carolina,  and  she  was  so 
rotten  that  he  wouldn  t  live  with  her,  and  she  come  to  Washington, 
where  all  the  rest  of  the  rotten  ladies  reside.  Don’t  forget  to  nut 
that  down. 

Q.  M  here  did  you  get  the  information  about  this  Mrs.  Smith 
that  she  was  a  gras-widow  and  had  a  husband?  A.  1  got  that 
from  Mrs.  T.ippett,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

Q.  before  you  went  down  to  \\  ashington,  or  afterwards?  A 
This  was  when  we  was  investigating  about  Mrs.  Smith. 

Q.  Was  that  before  you  went  down  there?  A.  I  forget  how  I 
found  where  she  come  from  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  I  can’t 
remember  about  that. 

Q.  Had  you  told  your  wife  you  were  going  down  for  this  pur- 
P°^?  ;A-  ]  presume  I  did.  hut  T  don’t  remember  about  that. 

Q.  Did  blanche  Shafer  tell  you  how  she  purposed  to  break  up 
engagement,  and  that  she  intended  to  tell  the  old  man  she  had 
received  message  from  your  mother?  A.  Yes;  she  said  that 
father  believed  in  spirits.  1  said,  yes,  he  was  a  spiritualist.  She 
said  she  was  just  as  good  a  medium  as  anv  one  of  them. 
1-1  I  said,  “All  right:  any  way  you  are  a.  mind’ to.”  She  said. 

as  near  as  T  can  remember,  that  was  the  wav  she  was  going 
to  work  the  plan  through  the  spirit  messages.  T  can’t  remember 
all  she  said  and  done  and  everything  like  that. 

Q.  Did  you  come  away  !>efore  she  had  carried  out  the  plan9  \ 
()h.  yes;  1  only  stayed  a  day. 

Q.  pul  you  give  her  any  compensation  for  what  she  did’  A 
'es-  s,r  '  "'a'  •  ryin.it  to  remember  what  I  sent  Itlanche  for  that! 


,  •  f  ’  ,  .  - — . .  .  »  £^iu  i  >Kiiii  iic  iw  mat. 

was  a  berry  spoon  T  think.  or  something  like  that.  I  remember 
i lie  pine  was  $_•>  all  right.,  hut  1  was  trying  to  remember  what  it 


•  T  .  . .  ■  irmemiicr  wnai 

V  "i,s  Sf)tne  silver  spoon  arrangement— something  like  that. 

‘  ''  .'on  recall  it  was  not  a  personal  ornament?  A.  Oh.  no 

it  was  something  like  a  large  berry  «poon.  something  like  that 
It  was  a  largo  case. 

...Q-  'Vl!f,n  he  contemplated  the  marriage  with  the  other 

biter  S  h  n’  M,n,,esota?  A-  1  can't  tell  you  that.  That  was 

Inter  as  nearly  as  you  ean  recall.  I  don’t 

:l,  °  °  ,he  I7e<,st  ,hlr,?  '•  »«yhe  eight  or  nine  vear- 

OT  >n-  •  don  t  remember  about  that.  T  can’t  tell 

Q.  Eight  or  nine  years  after  the  first  time?  A.  No;  years  a<m. 

.  here  was  the  woman:  in  Minnesota  or  in  Washington’  \ 

Q-  r>jd  you  go  out  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

422  Q.  Did  you  see  your  father?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  succeed  then  in  breaking  up  that 


con- 


m-TO*  J.  KURD.  ETC.,  Vs.  tAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


176 


her  Marriage?  A.  He  said  he  never  intended  to  tnarry 

Q.  How  had  you  •  learned  lie  did  intend  to?  A.  He  wrote  me 
thin  he  was  going  to  marry  her. 

Q.  Did  you  sav  anything  to  your  father  then  about  using  fire¬ 
arms  if  he  married  her?  A.  No.  We  had  a  talk  and  I  said  he 
eould  not  marry  any  of  these  girls,  under  any  consideration.  He 
understood  that.  I  said  “We  had  a  fine  time  with  you  right  down 
m  Washington,  I  hat  Mrs.  Smith  was  as  good  as  this  Miss  Smith 
Here.  All  these  girls  want  to  use  your  money.”  Said  I.  “This 
money  you  have  got  comes  from  my  grandfather  and  my  mother 
and  when  you  get  through  with  it,  it  belongs  to  me,  and  these  rotten 
females  are  not  going  to  run  away  with  my  inheritance.  You 

<Cr  ,,.hatrrKl,,  T'1-  File-U  in,y°ur  memory>  so  you  won't 
toigtt  it..  He  said. lie  never  intended  to  marry  them.  I  said 

\  hat  is  jour  object  in  writing  a  letter  like  that?  1  come  here  and 

1  nil  Miss  Smith  here  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  old,  not  much 

1-etter  than  a  street  walker.  What  is  your  object  in  writing  me 

a  letter  to  bring  me  up  here  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  miles,  when 

1  hate  got  business  at  home?’  He  said.  ‘‘I  thought  1  would  do  it 

ust  to  see  what  you  would  say.”  I  said,  “I  have  come  here  to  sav 

it.  lhere  is  no  hack-biting  about  this.  I  sav  it  right  to  your 

tace.  'l  on  can  t  get,  married  to  Miss  Smith  or  Miss  Johnson  or 

ioo  T  '  e  >e'  SiU<  ’  1  ,'vl11  S<>  right  down  to  the  farm 

receiver'”  taken  1,11,1  Put  Hie  hands  of  a 

leceivei.  W  e  talked  it  all  over  and  he  said  he  didn't 

r4Cid  ‘‘!V  neilnv'r,e<t:  "i!*  '"1  11  |okn  1,1  see  what  1  would  sav. 
ir  1  -a  i  1 \  l*  ,ove,y  J°ke  >  an<1  we  talked  it  right  out  to  a  finish 
He  Mud  lie  thought  he  had  a  right  to  do  what  he  had  a  mind  to 

a ith  his  money,  and  get  married  to  who  he  wanted  to  I  in¬ 
formed  him  he  eouldn  t  do  what  he  wanted  with  his  monev  and 
he  eouldn  t  marry  who  he  wanted  to.  After  that  he  didn’t  like 

Sh?fer’ld  i°l  fiir;  •t.el!|h,i"i  "f  thi,S  arrangenient  with  Blanche 
on.irer ^  A.  J  did  not,  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  You  have  never  told  him  to  this  day  V  He  thin  t„  tl  • 

day  that  Blanche  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  mediums  Oia^  ever 

1  V  ~  ®he  would  take  my  letters  to  him  and  steam  them  open 

and  find  out  what  1  wrote  to  him,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  would 

get  another  letter,  saying.  on  will  get  this  letter  in  vour  mail 

his  morning  from  your  son”  and  it  would  he  practically  the  I 

thing.  He  said  she  was  the  best,  medium  he  ever  struck 

Q  How  did  you  know  that;  did  he  tell  you?  A  He  told  me 

He  had  some  tests  or  something,  and  he  told  me  that  was  one  of 
them.  That  was  a  good  test.  ne  01 

Q.  Of  course  you  did  not  favor  vour  fnthpr’c  i* 

you,  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  I  never  did  You  can’  f«lk  „T  L'  S"'’ 

spiritualism  with  him.  If  von  do  von  will  SA  in  „  h,nR  a?alnst 

n  titl  t  i  '  •\ou  "111  m  a  row  in  a  mirmto 

-  7T&  SSfF  - ' a? 

a.  tew  art  .'larch  Rice,  one  of  our  best  lawyers  in  New 
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\  ork  City,  was  done  up  by  Madam  Diss  de  Bar,  and  I  marked 
that  paper  and  sent  to  him.  It  was  all  through  the  courts  here,  and 
lie  wrote  me  a  letter  and  said  that  I  needn't  put  mvself  out  to  send 
him  any  more  papers  of  that  kind;  he  did  not  like  it.  He  said 
there  was  frauds  in  all  kinds  of  business,  and  probably  there  wa> 
in  spiritualist  mediums. 

l-’i  _  Q-  A  our  attention  has  heen  called  in  vour  examination 
in  chief  to  a  slip  of  paper  pasted  at  page  149  of  the  ledger 
Is  that  paper  in  your  fathers  llamlwriting?  A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Birxey:  The  paper  as  heretofore  copied  in  the  record  is 
offered  in  evidence. 

Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

!-•>  Q.  ^  ou  have  been  asked  as  to  whether  you  stated  that  you 
would  shoot  your  father  if  he  attempted  to  marry  anybody 
else.  I  will  ask  you  whether  you  ever  intended  to  carry  out  that 
threat. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

(cl  Was  it  or  was  it  not  merely  a  bluff  to  accomplish  the  purpose? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  intended  to  shoot  him,  did  you?  A.  No.  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  make  a  present  of  any  diamonds  to  Blanche? 
A.  I  never  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  father  did?  A.  lie  did. 

Q-  What  were  those  diamonds?  A.  Why,  I  think  earrings  and 
some  kind  of  a  pin,  and  a  little  ring,  too. 

Q.  M  hat  was  the  value  of  them ;  do  you  know? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to,  unless  the  witness  says  he  has  seen 
them  and  knows. 

A.  No.  sir;  I  could  not  tell  that. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

427  Q.  When  did  he  present  them  to  her?  A.  Well,  they 
come  off  Mrs.  Smith.  When  he  went  in  there  and  caught 
her  with  this  man  in  the  room,  he  says,  “That  ends  it  with  us.  T 
will  take  my  presents  back",  and  she  give  him  the  diamonds  back, 
and  he  handed  them  over  to  Blanche. 

Q-  Do  you  recall  how  long  after  the  death  of  your  mother  it  was 
that  this  Margaret  Smith  affair  occurred?  A.  I  can’t  tell. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  was  only  a  year  or  so  after  the  death  of 
vour  mother? 

Mr.  Lester.  Objected  to  as  leading.  Lhe  witness  has  already 
said  he  could  not  tell. 

A.  I  can’t  tell.  1  couldn't  remember  the  time. 
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By  Mr.  Ford: 

.  Q*  What  is  your  best  recollection  a*  to  the  time  of  the  Hattie 
•Smith  espisode? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to.  The  witness  has  already  said  it  was 
eight  or  ten  years  ago. 

A.  1  can  t  think  of  any  way  now  to  place  the  time. 

0-  Did  your  father  spend  much  of  the  time  at  Merriam  Park9 
A.  No. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to.  The  time  has  been  fixed  and  this  is 
not  redirect  examination  of  anything. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

0*  -  ou  ret'all  tiny  time  that  lie  was  in  Merriam  Park 

428  Minnesota?  A.  No.  ’ 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Hattie  Smith  lived?  A.  1  do  not 
0-  Did  she  not  live  m  Merriam  Park,  Minnesota?  A.  She  might 
have  lived  there.  I  never  saw  Hattie  Smith. 

Q.  You  have  testified  that  when  he  wrote  you  that  he  was  going 
to  marry  Hattie  Smith  you  want  out  there?  A.  Yes 
Q.  W  here  did  you  go?  A.  St.  Charles,  Minnesota 
Q.  Was  your  father  there  at  that  time?  A.  He  was 

Q.  W  as  Hattie  Smith  in  St,  Charles?  A.  1  don’t  know  I  never 
saw  her. 

Q.  Since  that  time,  or  since  the  Hattie  Smith  episode  has  your 
father  shown  any  resentment  towards  you  connected  with  the  mat¬ 
ter?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  or  not  at  any  time  stated  that  he  was  glad  he  was 
not  a  married  man? 

redirect^ESTER  to  a,s  leadiug  and  incompetent,  and  not 

A.  Yes;  several  times. 

Ye?  ^iat  ^een  S*IKe  ^  transaction  with  Hattie  Smith?  A. 

Recross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney  : 

.....  ,  Mr  Hur<f  when  y°"  made  tile  bluff  in  the  form  von 

4"  Ijit'e  nientioneil  you  stated  it,  you  intended  that  your  father 

tlirpnt  r.f  °!!  '  ,  kin°a  °r'|t  and  uuderstl,nd  that  y°>'  were  making  a 
Mre  ShifeJ’s?  ’  '  "  y°U  "°'?  A'  You  ",ean  to  Blanche,  at 

Q.  I  mean  at  both  places  A.  1  didn’t  threaten  him  in  Minne- 
sota.  In  the  talk  there  I  told  him  that  I  would  take  his  property 
and  put  it  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  I  told  Blanche  about  it 
but  1  didn’t  say  anything  to  him.  She  said  if  I  would  go  away  and 

attends  that"ny  K  ^  Smith  °r  “"W  ^  would 

Q'  How  did  y°u  intend  to  bluff  him  unless  vou  intended  he  should 
know  of  it?  A.  I  intended  to,  but  I  didn’t  do  anything  d 

23— 2483a 
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^Q,  But  you  intended  that  he  should -  A.  I  intended  to;  yes, 

vo^"imt°U  \nte,"ded  thut  lle  should  know  of  it  in  advance,  did 
V.  .:  •  necessary,  localise  Blanche  done  a  good 

deal  better  job  than  I  done,  1  think. 

irklng  of  y?ur,  intention.  A.  My  intention  when  I 
>tartedto  go  there  was  to  do  that;  yes. 

Q.  Aou  intended  he  should  know  of  your  threatened  purpose  a« 
you  have  stated  .t?  A.  That  is,  when  I  started  from  1mm?  C 
sir.  ft  was  not  necessary  to  make  any  threats  at  all.  ’  '  ’ 

BYRON  L.  HURD. 

4ao  Washington,  1).  C.,  Sovember  1,  1010— 

Tuesday,  2  o’clock  p.  in. 

Camellio  H.  Mach  in  ek  ,  who,  being  produced  as  a  witness  of 
lawful  age,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  and  being  first  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford  : 

tf.  State  your  full  name.  A.  Camellio  11.  Machinek 
Q.  What  is  your  profession?  A.  Physician. 

iot  P,ot'tor’  do  you  know  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Ye- 

441  ,  .  ^  llo'v  1.°»g  have  you  known  him?  A.  Oh,  I  have  known 

him  approximately  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years,  possiblv. 

1  have  known  of  him,  first,  and  afterwards  I  met  him 

(J.  \\  here  did  you  meet  him?  A.  At  my  office,  at  1300  Massa- 
chusetts  Avenue. 

Q.  Have  you  treated  him  professionally?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  When?  A.  1  treated  him  somewhere  along  last  fall  fir*t 
just  for  one  day.  h  ’  ’ 

Ho"  long  was  he  sick  at  that  time?  A.  Just  one  dav. 

4 61  D-  When  did  you  next  treat  him?  A.  In  March 

Q.  Please  detail  the  circumstances  under  which  you  were 
called  in  A.  I  was  called  m  in  the  . ruing  about  half  past  eight 

1  T'u'  T  U1  aiSt  9*e  \>f  l,,;  a|k'e'  uPPjuently  in  a  dying  condition, 
i  j  ''  here  was  he.  A.  He  was  m  the  bath  room.  He  evidently 
had  made  an  attempt  to  go  to  the  toilet.  He  seemed  to  be  verv  weak 
His  respiration  was  very  low.  his  heart  was  verv  low.  and  he  va- 
rather  ngid  and  cold.  ’  ‘ 

Q.  Well,  what  did  you  do?  A.  WThy,  we  took  him  to  hi*  bed 
room.  ueu 

Q.  WTiom  do  you  mean  by  “we"?  A.  Why,  the  janitor,  mvself 
and  I  think  Mrs.  Cramers  son.  At  any  rate,  I  had  him  taken 
into  his  bed  room  and  put  to  bed,  and  I  administered  strvchnia  at 

433  Q.  In  what  quantity?  A.  In  tablets  of  one-sixtieth. 

.  ,  .  How  long  did  you  continue  that?  A.  I  continued 

that  during  the  entire  day,  at  intervals  of  three  hours. 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hurd  during  that  day,  if  you  re¬ 
call?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer.  3 
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A  S’  T-j  wh°m  did  you  give  your  directions  as  to  the  treatment? 
A.  I  did  not  give  any  directions  to  Mrs.  Cramer  or  to  anybody, 
because  I  was  attending  him  myself.  I  saw  him  at  intervals  an 
hour  or  two  apart  all  day  long. 

Q.  Did  you  administer  all  of  the  doses?  A.  I  administered  all  of 
those  doses  during  that  day. 

Q.  Just  state  the  condition  of  Mr.  Hurd,  as  you  observed  it  dur¬ 
ing  that  day  and  the  day  following.  A.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
strychnia  lie  seemed  to  recover,  partly,  from  this  collapsed  condition 
of  his.  His  heart  got  somewhat  better,  but  it  would  not  hold  up 
very  long.  lie  would  soon  relapse  into  this  low  vital  condition. 
The  strychnia  treatment  was  maintained,  and  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer 
to — T  advised  her,  rather,  to  have  a  nurse  for  Mr.  Hurd  during  the 
night,  which  we  got.  We  got  the  nurse  about  8  o’clock.  Mr.  Hurd’s 
condition  was  fairly  good  under  this  treatment  until  about  10  or 
half  past  10  o’clock.  Then  he  seemed  to  go  in  a  state  of  collapse 
again. 

Q.  You  mean  at  night?  A.  At  night.  And  Mrs.  Cramer 

484  sent  for  me  and  I  called  to  see  him  again.  I  gave  him  an 
extra  dose  of  strychnia  then,  which  seemed  to  hold  him  up 

again,  and  he  had  a  fairly  good  night,  until  morning. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  bv  an  extra  dose?  A.  Instead  of  making 
it  every  three  hours.  T  gave  it  to  him  every  two  hours — T  advised 
the  nurse  to  give  it  to  him  every  two  hours  for  a  number  of  hours. 

Q.  What  was  his  condition  the  next  day?  A.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  early  in  the  morning,  seemed  to  be  rather  fair.  At  about  10 
o’clock  it  was  very  bad  again.  At  11  o’clock  it  was  possibly  a  shade 
worse.  Then  T  decided  that  perhaps  T  was  not  getting  any  proper 
absorption  of  this  strychnia  which  was  administered  in  tablet  form 
up  to  that  time,  and  T  wrote  a  prescription  for  strychnia  in  liquid 
form,  which  T  administered  to  him  early  in  the  afternoon,  possibly 
1  o’clock,  possibly  half  past  one. 

Q.  To  what  extent  was  the  amount  of  strychnine  increased 

485  at  that  time?  A.  Well,  this  prescription  contained,  to  a  tea¬ 
spoonful.  a  sixteenth  of  a  orain.  of  which  T  gave  him  the  first 

dose,  with  instructions  to  give  him  one-half  a  teaspoonful  in  three 
hours,  but  that  T  would  see  him  in  the  meanwhile. 

438  Q.  In  your  professional  judgment,  what  were  Mr.  Hurd’s 
chances  for  life  at  the  time  you  first  saw  him?  A.  From 
his  condition,  T  judged  they  were  very  bad. 

Q.  Did  you  apprehend  his  death?  A.  T  did. 

Q.  You  know  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  statement  to  her  as  to  his  condition  that 
morning?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  her?  A.  T  told  her  he  was  in  a  very  serious 
condition. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  her  anything  else?  A.  And  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer 
if  he  had  anv  relations,  relatives,  that  should  be  notified. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  that  she  should  notify  them?  A.  T  sug¬ 
gested  that  she  should  notify  them. 
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first  daVien  ^  yOU  rnake  tJlat  *n^estion>  Doctor?  A.  I  think  the 

Q.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  this,  just  for  the  purpose  of  refresh- 

jn-  y°ur  recollection.  Do  you  recall  the  visit  that  Mr. 

6i  McLean  and  I  made  to  you  at  your  office  some  several  weeks 
ago.'  A.  Aes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  saying  to  us  at  that  time  that  as  soon  as  vou 
were  called  in  and  saw  the  serious  condition  of  Mr.  ITurd,  vou  told 
Mrs.  Cramer  that  if  he  had  any  relatives  who  should  he  notified 
they  ought  to  he  notified  at  once?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  fact,  is  it  not?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  his  relatives  were  notified?  A  No  but 
I  made  a  statement  later  in  the  day,  when  Mr.  Hurd's  condition 
improved  considerably,  and  when  1  considered  that  he  was  fairlv 
well  out  of  any  immediate  danger.  I  discussed  with  her  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  sending  for  anybody,  and  rather  left  the  situation  pending. 
depend1  ng  upon  his  condition  in  the  near  future. 

Q.  Had  you  made  that  suggestion  in  the  morning,  too? 
•j  "hen  you  were  called  in?  A.  The  suggestion  had  been  con¬ 
sidered  practically  all  day  long.  T  first  suggested  sending  for  the 
relatnes,  that  is,  to  notify  them.  Then  1  made  the  suggestion  later 
on  m  the  day,  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  had  improved  somewhat 
that  we  had  possibly  better  wait  for  a  while. 

Q.  Why  did  you  make  that  suggestion?  A.  Because  he  improved 
so  much  during  the  afternoon. 

Q.  AVhv  did  you  suggest  that  she  should  wait  to  notifv  his  rela¬ 
tives? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  an  attempt  to  cross  examine  hi®  own 
witness. 

A.  Because  he  was  so  much  better,  and  the  result  was  not  then 
apparently  a  fatal  one.  the  issue  was  not  a  fatal  one.  The  prognosis 
was  not  so  grave. 

4^9  Q.  You  did  not  say  anything  to  us  when  we  called  to  see 
you  about  having  advised  Mrs.  Cramer  that  it  was  not  neces¬ 
sary  to  notify  his  relatives?  A.  I  wouldn’t  put  it  in  the  sense  of  hav¬ 
ing  advised  her  not  to  send  for  the  relatives,  hut  rather  considered 
very  seriously  as  to  whether  it  was  advisable  or  not. 

Q.  I  would  like  to  know.  Doctor,  just  why  you  advised  her  that 
way.  A.  Because  lie  recovered.  Ife  was  apparently  in  a  dving  con¬ 
dition  in  the  morning.  1  fully  expected  the  man  to  die.  I  did 
not  expect  him  to  live  at  all.  Then  when  he  came  up  from  this 
shock,  when  he  improved  under  this  strychnia  treatment  and  was 
.  e  1 1  e  i  in  the  afternoon,  then  I  conferred  with  Mrs.  Cra¬ 

mer  and  told  her  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  advisable  to  send 
for  the  relatives  or  not,  because  it  might  alarm  them  unnecessarily 
and  1  thought  probably  we  had  better  wait  awhile  until  we  found 
"hat  his  condition  would  he  soon.  Then  at  night  he  had  another 
sinking  spell,  and  then  1  said  to  Airs.  Cramer  that  perhaps  she  had 
better  advise  his  relatives  of  his  condition. 

Q.  That  was  at  what  hour  that  day?  A.  That  was  at  night  10 
o’clock. 
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440  Q.  How  intimately  did  you  know  Mr.  Hurd,  Doctor?  A. 
W  hy,  I  saw  him  very  often  coming  and  going.  He  was  out 

front  in  the  summer  time  and  walking  out  in  the  winter  time. 

Q.  Did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  find  out  what  Mr.  Hurd’s 
religious  belief  was?  A.  I  don’t  know  that  you  would  call  it  a  relig¬ 
ious  belief,  hut  he  believed  in  Spiritualism. 

Q.  How  did  you  ascertain  that,  Doctor?  A.  He  voluntarily  spoke 
of  his  experience. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  much  or  little  about  that  subject?  A.  Why, 
he  talked  considerably  about  it. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  talk  with  you  about  his  wife?  A.  He  only  re¬ 
ferred  to  her. 

Q.  How  often?  A.  Oh,  possibly  half  a  dozen  times,  all  the  time 
I  have  known  him. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  with  reference  to  his  wife?  A.  He  simply 
said  he  heard  from  her.  He  spoke  in  very  beautiful  terms 

441  of  his  wife. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  receiving  communications 

from  her. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection;  also  as  leading. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  say  how  often  he  received  them? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection. 

A.  No;  just  once  in  awhile.  Tie  made  it  very  indefinite. 

Q.  Doctor.  I  shall  have  to  refresh  vour  recollection  again.  You 
said  you  recalled  the  occasion  of  the  interview  that  Mr.  McLean 
and  T  had  with  you.  A.  \es. 

Q.  Don’t  you  recall  that  in  that  interview  you  told  us  that  Mr. 
Hurd  told  you  he  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  communications  from 
his  wife  weekly?  A.  I  couldn’t  say.  T  couldn’t  say  lie  received  com¬ 
munications  weekly.  I  inferred  from  what  he  said  that  his  com¬ 
munications  came  about  that  time — that  is,  that  is  the  impression 
T  got  when  he  said  he  heard  from  her  once  in  awhile,  but  it  was  left 
absolutely  to  my  own  imagination  as  to  whether  it  was  weekly  or 
monthly.  Tt  all  depends  upon  the  interpretation  of  “once  in 
awhile.” 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  spiritualism  with  him?  A.  No  further  than 
to  let  him  express  himself  and  his  views,  which  T  treated  always 
with  a  good  deal  of  respect. 

442  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Doctor,  tell  me  just  how  long  you  knew  Mr.  Hurd  before  he 
left  here  in  March  last.  A.  My  acquaintance  with  him? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  A  period  of  a  year  and  a  half. 

Q.  During  that  time  how  many  times  would  you  say  you  had 
seen  him  and  talked  with  him?  A.  Oh,  possibly  every  four  or  five 
days. 

Q.  And  where  would  you  generally  see  him?  A.  About  the 
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building1!  ’n  thC  ha"’  “  approacIling  the  buiiding  or  leaving  the 

office,  2d 'he  dni?thlSaYes.a,>Urtme,,t  ,“”"e  “  vhkh  you  had  -vour 
A. ( At"time&V0"r  <onver!!alio,ls  for  “».v  length  of  time,  as  a  rule? 

A.%„IeetlSrriUasrMStrea‘e<1  bUt  °n“  bef°re  last  March? 

,,o  Q-  V  hat  was  his  condition  on  that  occasion ?  A.  It  was 
lap°se.S1HeafelL  a"a“k-  h  a  edition  of  coT 

door.  Tr°,,ble  "ith  hb  heart?  A-  He  fel1  a*  he  approached  his 

(J.  And  you  made  an  examination  then  and  found  tint  l.o  Inrt 
,h«  heart  trouble?  A.  lie  had  this  hear,  condition  ' 

condition!  mt  ’eart  trouble  a  p,‘ronic  condition?  A.  Chronic 

a.^imoa%m8U|t1e?C0AHYlaf<  "°"]d  **  apt  10  res,,It  in  (,eath 

Q.  By  reason  of  his  age?  A.  Yes. 

ymJS?'  XY™  °PCaSi°n  *°  ‘a1k  "i,h  him  a  nu,nher  of  «'mes, 

his^mentaTity?"  “h'®  f°rm  a"X  opinion  as  to  the  soundness  of 
444  restvm«ivpR'tn  1  <,1Tk' '  °n,  'he  tir,'"n‘l  ‘h«t  that  is  a  matter  not 


rp^n  . . ,  is  a  matter  not 

chief.  ^  f  anything  brought  out  on  the  examination  in 

By  Mr.  Lester- 

« 

Q.  Of  course  I  mean  were  you  able  to  form  an  opinion  from  vour 
convey  ,°ns  w.th  him  and  observation  of  him?'  A.  I  ,h!nl!T 
^  ''  Ilnt  "as  vo,,r  opinion  as  to  his  mental  capacity? 

Mr.  Ford:  The  same  objection. 

;V  I  n°t  question  his  normality  at  all. 

'as  he.  in  your  opinion,  normal  mentally?  \.  Yes 

Mr.  Ford:  The  same  objection  to  that. 

when'^f  S1  'Va"».'u>  bring  -vou  I10'v  h>  the  morning  in  March 
hen  }ou  saw  him.  M  here  were  you  when  vou  received  the  tp Ip 

P  rSho.  V  !“  ,l,y  otli.ce-  it  w«s  not  a  telephone  message 

meLgeTom^ehtfC  S  'sTTmean'  iff* 

daughter-in-law,  or  one  of  the  persons  in  the  house  ^ 

taking  aZhengagefl  “  'ha'  time  in  -nething?  A.  Yes,  I 

nog JhZh  U  fctrSchV/'r  Hurd"g  fer 

dothes  to  Sed°o^ereren,inUte^jUSt  ,0n*  e"0Ugh  *P  my 
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Q.  Where  did  you  find  him?  A.  1  found  him  in  the  bath 
445  room. 

Q.  In  what  position?  A.  On  his  back,  on  the  floor. 

^  "ho  was  there?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  and  her  son  and  his  wife. 

I  hey  were  about  helping  him  up.  At  least,  he  was  being  helped— 
sustained. 

Q.  W'as  the  janitor  there?  A.  The  janitor  was  called  in. 

Q.  Later?  A.  About  the  time  I  got  there. 

Q,  Was  he  there  when  you  got  there,  or  did  he  come  afterwards? 
A.  1  don  t  remember  whether  he  came  afterwards  or  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  first?  Did  you  make  an  examination  or  did 
you  remove  him?  (/.  We  took  him  right  into  the  bed  room  which 

is  only  a  few  feet,  not  very  far  from  the  bathroom,  and  put  him  on 
his  bed. 

Q-  How  did  you  carry  him  in  there?  A.  WTe  all  carried  him  in 
there.  At  least,  they  carried  him  in.  The  janitor  I  think  carried 
him  in  and  I  think  Mrs.  Cramer’s  son  assisted. 

Q.  W  hen  did  you  make  your  diagnosis  of  his  condition  *  while 
he  was  on  the  floor  or  after  he  was  in  bed?  A.  While  he  was  on  the 
floor,  I  saw  what  condition  he  was  in. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  just  what  his  condition  was  at  that  time? 
A.  A  condition  of  collapse. 

44fi  Q.  W  hat  if  anything  did  you  notice  about  his  legs?  A 
W  ell,  they  were  markedly  stiff  and  rigid  and  cold. 

Q.  W  as  that  so  when  you  first  got  there?  A.  That  was  so  when 
J  first  got  there. 

Q.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  upper  part  of  his  body  as  to 
this  coldness  or  stiffness?  A.  He  was  of  course  in  a  state  of  per¬ 
spiration— a  cold,  clammy  sweat.  He  could  move  his  arms  and  he 
could  move  his  body,  apparently,  but  he  had  no  control  over  hi** 
legs  at  all.  That  is.  lie  had  some  control  of  them,  but  what  I  mean 
is  they  were  rigid  and  cold. 

Q-  Did  that  stiffness  extend  to  his  arms  or  head?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  it  extend  to  the  upper  part  of  his  body  at  all?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  when  you  began  treating  him  you  gave 
him  strychnia?  A.  Yes;  I  gave  him  strychnia  right  away 

Q-  And  I  think  you  said  this  was  about  8  o’clock  in  the  morning^ 
A.  Half-past  eight, 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  did  you  continue  that  l/16th  of  a  trrain 
of  strychnia?  A.  All  day.  s 

Q.  Until  when?  A.  Until  night  time,  10  o’clock,  when  he  had 
another  condition  of  collapse. 

Q.  You  mean  10  o’clock  the  same  night?  A.  Yes. 

44/  Q.  Did  any  one  except  yourself  and  the  nurse  administer 
medicine  to  him  during  that  period  of  time,  to  vour  knowl- 
edge?  A.  No;  the  nurse  was  not  there  then. 

Q.  Was  the  nurse  there  at  10  o’clock  at  night?  A.  Oh  at  10 
o’clock  at  night — yes. 

>  Q',  ^°'j  ®.xtended  il  ‘o  10  o’clock  at  night.  That  is  the  reason 
1  included  the  nurse.  A.  Oh  yes. 


morning? 
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Q.  What  time  did  the  nurse  come,  about?  A.  About  eight, 
seven,  half-past  seven.  B  ’ 

< l  Prior  to  her  coining  upon  the  scene,  did  vou  administer  all 
the  medicine  to  him?  A.  Yes. 

Mr  I" ord :  Objected  to,  as  the  witness  cannot  possiblv  state  what 
was  done  when  he  was  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  And  was  that  medicine  in  tablet  form?  A.  In  tablet  form. 

.  Y  ,?j  "  lut  did  11  consist  of;  1  / 00th  of  a  grain  of  strychnia-' 
A.  It  did.  J 

Q.  Then  you  have  stated  that  later  the  nurse  telephoned  vou 
about  strydinia  A.  \es;  she  had  run  out  of  the  tablets. 

CL  W  here  did  those  tablets  come  from  which  you  administered? 
A.  1  had  them  with  me. 

448  Q  During  the  first  day  he  had  this  collapse  vou  speak 
of,  which  occurred  the  night  of  the  same  day  you  were  called 

in,  did  lie  improve  m  Ins  condition— that  is,  the  first  dav  vou  were 
there f  A.  J)id  lie  improve?  ’  ‘ 

Q.  \es.  A.  Compared  with  in  the  morning  when  I  found  him? 
Q.  ies.  A.  Oh  yes. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  or  not  that  stiffness  in  the  legs  responded 
u  the  treatment  or  not?  A.  It  did.  That  stiffness  was  markedly 

ess  during  the  day.  It  was  not  quite  as  pronounced  as  it  was  when 
I  first  found  him. 

Q.  How  was  it  the  next  morning?  A.  The  next  morning  it  was 
much  better.  h 

*Iow  ".as  il  at  "hen  l)r.  Wall  and  Dr.  Hurd  came?  A. 

,  1  ‘i,™8  better  still,  although  it  had  not  disappeared,  of  course. 
0.  fell  me  whether  or  not  he  improved  constantly  after  vou 
hrst  saw  him  until  you  stopped  treating  him,  with  tlie'ex- 

449  ception  of  this  collapse  you  mentioned.  A.  Even  including 
that  collapse,  lie  was  not  at  any  time  in  as  bad  a  condition  as 

"  hen  I  found  him  that  morning. 

Q.  How  did  his  condition  at  the  time  that  Dr.  Wall  and  Dr 
Hurd  came  there  compare  with  his  condition  the  morning  of  the 
same  day?  A.  Favorably.  h 

Q.  By  that  do  you  mean -  A.  That  he  was  much  better,  and 

expressed  himself  to  that  effect. 

Q.  I  think  you  said  his  condition  was  such  that  vou  might  ex- 
pectHum  to  die  from  such  an  attack  at  any  time,  did  you  not? 

Q.  M  hat  I  want  to  know  is  this.  When  you  got  there  and  found 
his  condition  when  you  first  saw  him,  did  you  think  he  would  either 
recover  m  a  short  time  or  be  dead  in  a  short  time?  A  Oh  ves 
(J.  Was  it  a  condition  from  which  he  would  probably  recover 
,,n  or  'Ve-  on.e  or  the  other,  in  a  short  period?  A.  He  could 
4o0  not  have  been  in  the  condition  in  which  1  found  him  long 
without  dying.  ® 

wouid^nive'dS'  "a.  him  Str>C,mia’  is  ft  >’°,lr  0r)inion  he 
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Q.  And  in  what  period  of  lime,  probably?  A.  Probably  in  a 
few  hours. 

Q.  What  is  the  effect  of  strychnia  on  the  heart?  A.  It  stimulates 
it* — stimulates  the  muscular  action  of  the  heart. 

Q.  Is  it  a  recognized  remedy  for  heart  troubles?  A.  It  is 

451  for  this  condition. 

Q.  Doctor,  that  night  when  Dr.  Hurd  and  Dr.  Wall  were 
present,  you  saw  them  did  you  not?  A.  1  did. 

Q.  And  you  saw  Mr.  Hurd  at  that  time?  A.  1  did. 

Q.  Please  tell  me  whether  at  that  time  there  were  any  symptoms 
of  strychnia  poisoning  about  Mr.  Hurd,  the  patient?  A.  None 
that  1  could  see. 

Q.  \\  hat  e fleet  does  strychnia  have  upon  the  system  if  given  in 
huge  doses?  A.  It  over  stimulates  the  motor  influence  of  the 
spine,  with  the  effect  of  producing  very  pronounced  twitching  all 
over  the  body,  which,  if  the  strychnia  is  continued,  is  followed  by 
a  rigidity  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  body. 

Q.  Could  there  be  any  rigidity  of  the  lower  limbs  resulting  from 
strychnia  which  did  not  extend  to  the  upper  limbs,  the  arms  and 
neck?  A.  No. 

Q  Then  if  you  were  to  find  the  conditions  as  you  did  find  them 
then,  stiffness  in  the  lower  extremities  only,  would  you  say  that 
would  prove  that  it  was  not  due  to  strychnia?  A.  Yes. 

A.  Or  that  it  was  due  to  strychnia?  A.  That  it  was  not  due  to 
strychnia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  nurse  came  from  who  was  called 
that  night?  A.  She  came  from  the  same  apartment. 

Q.  Did  you  recommend  her  to  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  1  sug- 

452  gested  having  her  because  of  her  proximity.  She  lived 
right  next  door. 

^  Q.  Did  you  tell  Mrs.  Cramer  she  was  there?  A.  Yes  I  told  Mrs. 
Cramer  she  was  there. 

Q.  Did  you  know  her  before  that?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  rather 
preceded  me.  She  ad\ised  having  a  muse,  and  wanted  to  know 
where  I  could  get  one.  1  told  her  there  was  this  little  woman  next 
door  whom  we  might  get  right  awav,  which  we  did 

453  Q.  Did  you  tell  Dr.  Wall  and  Dr.  Hurd  what  medicine 
you  had  been  giving  Mr.  Hurd  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  how*  much?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  any  objection  made  by  either  of  them  as  to  the 

454  treatment?  A.  None. 

Q.  Did  either  of  them  say  anything  about  the  doses  l>e- 
ing  excessive  or  othenvise?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  1  16th  of  a  grain  a  phenomenal  dose?  A 
It  is  a  large  dose. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  his  condition  a  phenomenal  condition?  \ 
Most  assuredly — a  condition  of  extremity.  * 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Ford  came  to  see  you,  did  they  not? 
A.  Yes.  •  J 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McLean  ask  you  if  he  could  have  a  copy  of  vour 
prescription?  A.  Yes. 

24— 2483a 
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Q.  What  did  you  tell  him?  A.  I  told  him  he  certainly  could 
by  applying  to  the  drug  store.  * 

^Q.  You  did  authorize  the  druggist  to  give  it  to  him?  A.  I 

Q.  W  ho  was  the  proper  one  to  administer  medicine  in 
400  yo"r  ®.bsen<*  uf,er  th,e  nulve  fame?  A.  Oh,  the  nuive. 
her  fornatUra  y'  mt  was  ‘er  f,l,“',ion-  That  is  what  we  got 

456  Mr.  Lester:  When  the  motion  to  suppress  was  up  you 

.  •  .  slutef  ln  °gen  ;ourt-  Ford,  the  object  of  these  books 
«h  ch  you  have  ottered  in  evidence.  T  wish  you  would  now  state 
on  the  record  the  purposes  for  which  you  offer  them. 

Mr.  h ori) .  These  hooks  are  ottered  in  evidence  as  being  the  onlv 
hooks  found  mnong  the  papers  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  hy  the  plaintiff 
I^ee  M.  Hurd  and  the  witness  Hvron  I..  Hurd,  when  thev  went  to 
the  apartment  of  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  get  the  book* 

rprLFn^th  °f  ,Fenton.J-  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 

bi?oks’  lm‘Judln«  tI,e  I>ass  lxx»ks  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd 

V  mu  8  lQ0rhlnRtOn  \mn  and  Trust  Company  subsequent  to 
-  gu.t  8,  190b,  ueie  not  among  these  papers,  it.  further  appearing 

from  the  answer  of  the  defendant  Cramer  to  the  original  bill 

4.  /  in  this  case  that  certain  pajiers,  the  property  of  Fenton  J 

Hurd,  are  at  present  m  her  possession. 

.Ir.  Lester:  This  oiler  includes  oil  of  these  hooks,  puss  hooks 
and  others  which  you  have  offered  in  evidence,  does  it  not’ 

Mr.  Ford:  I  here  are  three  lmoks  which  we  have  not  vet  offered 
his  statement  is  made  with  reference  not  only  to  the  three  1  sinks 
thttt  ha\e  been  ollered  m  evidence  jts  exhibits  \  it  oo  o,  i  q- 

m.d  also  pass  Wiks  of  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  with  tile  WaJhin^on  li,’; 

A  Trust  Coni|ian\  and  the  Citizens  State  Link  of  St  Charles  Min 
nesota,  liemg  Exhibits  A.  II.  17.  18  and  1!)  hut  also  with  l  i  M 

ri, ,£*"  ■’  h.h  bv 

Mr  Lestkh;  Then  we  understand  that  thev  arp  i 

as  ^Tx  llIilts?  and  that  the  contents  are  not  offered.  merely 

Mr.  Ford:  Me  do  not  offer  the  content's  Tf 

of  the  contents  which  we  dee, . aterial  we  wiH  offeMh™  CiT* 

can  have  your  separate  objection.  1  and  y°» 

458  Whereupon,  Wallac  e  Donvid  v  • 

as  a  witness  of  lawful  age  for  md  nn  h  ^  u  Produced 

and  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  slvs.  ’*  f  °f  the  plaintiff- 

V 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  State  your  full  name.  A.  Wallace  Donald  McLean 
Q.  Where  do  you  reside?  A.  Washington,  D.  C 
Q.  What  is  your  business?  A.  Attorney  at  law. 
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Q.  You  are  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  case?  A.  I  am 
one  of  the  counsel  for  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd. 

Q..  As  the  conservator -  A.  As  the  conservator  of  the  person 

and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  defendant.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  I  have 
met  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q*  ^  ken  did  you  first  meet  her?  A.  After  I  was  engaged  by 
I  r.  Hurd  as  one  of  the  counsel  in  the  case  I  called  on  Mrs.  Cramer 
at  her  office  in  the  State  Department. 

Q.  \Y  ho  introduced  you?  A.  I  was  introduced  bv  Mr.  Henrv 
Bryan.  That  was  on  the  afternoon  of  April  15. 

Q.  One  moment.  How  did  you  come  to  go  to  see  her? 

459  Mr.  Birnky:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  incompetent, 

1  reeehed  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hurd  saying  that  he  had  written 
Mrs.  Cramer  to  call  at  my  office  or  to  phone  for  an  appointment 
and  help  me  in  my  effort  to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  some 
of  the  money  of  the  grandfather.  Fenton  .T.  Hurd. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  answer  is  objected  to  as  immaterial  and  ir¬ 
relevant,  as  being  not  the  best  evidence  of  what  it  purports  to  state. 

460  Q  Just  state  in  your  own  way  what  occurred  at  that  time? 
A.  As  I  stated  I  called  first  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Brvan 

whom  T  have  known  for  many  years,  and  asked  if  he  was  acquainted 
wUh  a  clerk  in  the  Department  by  the  name  of  Laura  R.  Cramer 
He  said  he  was. 

Mr.  Lester:  This  is  objected  to  as  being  hearsav,  immaterial 
and  irrelevant. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  You  need  not  state  what  Mr.  Bryan  said.  Just  go  on  and 
state  what  he  did.  A  Mr.  Bryan  took  me  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  room, 

int™ht  "'“t  °"  ,'le.t°r>  fl™r-  as  T  tdie  library  portion,  and 

introduced  me  o  her.  She  was  seated  at  a  desk  near  the  door,  and 

after  the  introduction  Mr.  Bryan  withdrew  and  Mrs.  Cramer  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  go  to  the  far  end  of  the  room  where  we  could  lie 
alone.  She  apologized  for  not  coming  to  see  me.  She  said  she  had  ‘ 

JVn’tnn  Ta  fr°ni . Dr  Hurd  but  that  as  she  knew  so  little  of 

I  enton  J.  Hurd  s  affairs  she  did  not  see  how  she  could  he  of  anv 
assistance  to  me.  I  then  asked  her  a  number  of  questions  to  which 
she  replied  that  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  had  been  a  roomer  and  hoarder 
in  her  house  for  a  number  of  years;  that  he  was  an  old  gentleman 
a  peculiar  character  in  many  respects,  that  he  was  very  stingy,  ver^ 
close  with  his  money ;  that  he  dressed  shabbily  and  that  it  was  with 
great  effort  she  could  get  him  to  buy  anything  new  for  his  person. 

She  disclaimed  having  any  knowledge  whatever  of  any  busi- 
4B1  ness  transactions.  To  the  best  of  her  knowledge  she  never 
kneu  of  his  investing  in  any  real  estate  or  purchasing  anv 
stocks  or  bonds.  She  disclaimed  knowing  any  of  the  people  to 
whom  I  referred  as  being  friends.  P  P 

Q.  Who  were  those  people?  A.  (Continuing:)  Friends  of  Mr. 
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Hurd.  I  mentioned  to  Mr*.  Cramer,  May  Eckert;  I  asked  if  she 
■tieiv  anything  about  her.  She  said  no.  She  remembers  that  there 
was  a  May,  but  never  knew  her.  nor  did  she  know  anything  about 
her.  I  referred  to  Margaret  E.  Smith.  She  said  she  did  not  know 
Margaret  Smith  or  anything  about  her.  1  referred  to  Hattie  Smith 
and  she  knew  nothing  about  her.  I  then  asked  if  she  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mrs  Shaffer,  and  she  said  that  Mrs.  Shaffer  was  a 

In  w  hers  “Ml  -  "  reputable  woman.  I  then  inquired  if  Mrs. 

■  halter  was  a  spiritualist  and  she  denied  any  knowledge  of  Mrs. 
*  naffer  being  a  spiritualist.  She  admitted  that  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
was  a  spiritualist,  and  had  attended  spiritualistic  meetings. 

Q.  Ihd  you  or  not  discuss  with  her  the  question  of  Mr.  Hurd’s 
inancial  matter*  A.  I  did.  1  asked  her  if  she  had  ever  received 
any  checks  or  drafts  from  Mr  Hurd  which  she  could  bank  or  con- 
w'  }" 10  nionev  for  him.  and  her  reply  was  she  knew  nothing  of 

tcndcdT  l  nfhl,"?’  ,ha*  !,e  was  very  secretive,  that  he  at¬ 

tended  to  hi*  business  himself:  he  had  his  own  desk,  which  was 

under  lock  and  key.  to  which  she  .lid  not  have  access,  and  that  he 

was  a  mere  roomer  in  her  house  and  she  did  not  inquire  into 

42  lnv  of  >!'*  Pnvi)te  affairs.  T  did  not  ask  her  anything  about 
her  specific  amounts - 

fl^JrER:  We  °1>Je<',1  ,0  anv,,lin«  Ihe  witness  did  not  ask  her 
about  as  being  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  At  that  time. 

Q.  Hid  you  or  not  inquire  of  her  as  to  whether  she  had  received 
money  from  Mr.  Hurd?  recene.1 

Mr.  Birney  .  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  I  asked  her  if  Mr.  Hurd  had  ever  made  her  anv  presents  in 
money  or  otherwise  and  she  said  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  vm  elo«e 
stingc  old  man  and  had  given  her  nothing;  that  she  had  received 
m.  money  from  him  whatever  outside  of  the  monev  that  he  paid 

the  time.r0Om  '  "n<1  ^  wha*  “>«t  amount  was  at 

intomVw"'  <Ad  |an  Vlhii"k  els?,  "<  r"r  on  ,he  tension  of  that  first 
tenie\\  .  A.  I  called  her  attention  to  three  notes  of  $">00  which 

were  part  of  a  series  of  note*  to  secure  the  navment  nn  *  h 

purchased  by  a  familv  named  Roach.  She  disclaimed  anv  knowb 

edge  of  those  notes,  knew  nothing  about  the  matter.  She  said 

that  was  a  business  transaction  evidently  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  which  she 

knew  nothing  about.  She  had  never  seen  the  note* 

1  h"v ru°'V  "heT  ,h„nse  notes  a  l'e  ?  A.  T  do  now  ves 

4fiq  ?*,  T  nre  the';?  A-  Those  notes  have  been’ cancelled 

468  and  turned  over  to  the  Roach  family,  having  been  p.aid 

Q,  AA  ho  cancelled  and  turned  them  over?  ^ 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant? 

principal  Tndll.teresl^on'  th^'  three'  notT'and  °f 

turned  over  to  the  Roach  family  ’  t  le  notes  were 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  get'  the  notes?  A.  I  received  those 
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notes  from  Mr.  Birney,  acting  as  counsel  for  Mrs.  Cramer.  The 
notes  were  turned  over  to  us  on  the  request  of  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd 
that  they  be  turned  over  to  Richard  A.  Ford  and  myself  as  counsel 
for  Dr.  Hurd. 

Q.  I)o  you  know  in  whose  possession  they  were  at  the  time  of 
your  interview  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  learned  afterwards  that 
they  were  in  Mrs.  Cramer’s  possession. 

Q.  I)id  anything  else  take  place  on  the  occasion  of  your  first 
interview  with  her?  A.  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer  a  great  many  ques¬ 
tions  and  she  refused  to  answer  them  on  the  ground  that  she  knew 
so  little  of  his  business  affairs  that  there  was  nothing  she  could 
tell  me  that  could  help  me  in  my  effort  to  learn  who  was  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  loss  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  She  volunteered  to  give 
me  any  information  from  time  to  time^if  I  would  call,  and  I  told 
her  that  I  intended  to  look  into  the  case  very  carefully  and  would 
no  doubt  call  on  her  again,  to  explain  anything  which  I  thought 
she  could  give  me  some  information  about. 

Q.  Did  she  say  anything  about  Mr.  Hurd  having  left  her  apart¬ 
ment?  A.  We  did  not  discuss  to  any  great  length,  the  ill- 
4H4  ness  of  Mr.  Hurd  or  his  leaving  the  apartment;  and  I  do 
not  recall  whether  she  said  anything  about  leaving  the  apart¬ 
ment  at  the  time.  The  only  remark  she  did  make  in  that  connec¬ 
tion  was  that  she  was  rather  surprised  that  Dr.  Hurd  would  retain 
me  to  look  into  his  grandfather’s  affairs  at  this  time,  for  if  they 
exacted  any  of  his  estate  they  should  wait  until  his  death  and  get 
what  was  coming  to  them;  that  as  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  only  a 

roomer  in  her  house,  that  when  he  did  leave  she  thought  that  closed 
the  incident. 

Q.  When  did  you  next  see  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  next  called  upon 
Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  afternoon  of  June  25;  that  was  on  a  Saturday. 

Q.  State  what  occurred?  A.  T  called  at  the  same  place  about ^a 
quarter  past  four  o’clock  and  found  Mrs.  Cramer  in  the  hall-wav 
on  the  way  to  her  room.  She  recognized  me  and  invited  me  in  and 
we  retired  to  the  end  of  the  room,  the  same  place  where  the  first 
interview  was  had.  T  asked  Mrs.  Cramer  if  in  the  meantime  she 
had  thought  of  the  names  of  any  persons  in  Washington  to  whom 
I  might  go,  as  I  was  then  in  the  course  of  investigating  the  case* 
that  I  had  been  unable  to  find  many  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  friends  She 
said  she  had  nothing  further  to  state  than  what  she  stated 
4bo  at  the  first  interview.  T  told  her  that  since  my  first  call  I 
had  lieen  to  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  and  had  spent  the 
evening  with  Fenton  J.  Hurd;  that  he  had  made  some  very  sig¬ 
nificant  statements  to  me  which  T  would  like  her  to  explain  Hp 
stated  that  Mrs.  Cramer - 


Mr.  Birney:  Is  that  what  you  told  her? 

A.  That  is  what  I  told  her  he  stated  to  me.  I  just  wanted  to 
make  it  clear.  He  said  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  a.  spiritualist,  a  very 
fair  medium,  and  that  she  had  written  a  great  many  letters,  signed 
Mary,  which  lie  believed  came  from  his  wife;  that  those  letters 
made  requests  that  money  be  given  to  Laura  R.  Cramer  Mrs 
Cramer  replied  at  once  that  she  was  not  a  spiritualist  as  she* was 


190 


FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


a  Catholic  and  did  not  believe  in  spiritualism.  I  then  tailed  her 
attentmn  to  specific  amounts  which  appeared  by  drafts  from  a  bank 
n  bt  Charles,  Minnesota  payable  to  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  endorsed 

?  v/8,  ,a"!er',  1  afked  her  if  she  had  ever  handled  those  drafts, 

whether  she  had  received  any  money  from  them,  and  she  said,  “I 
introduced  Mr.  Hurd  to  one  of  the  banks  here  where  he  cashed 
J"s  draf‘s-  and  1  '"ay  have  had  some  cashed  for  him,  but 
,f  l.‘l"  1  «ave  the  money  over  to  Mr.  Hurd.”  I  asked  her  if  she 
recened  and  retained  any  of  the  money  represented  by  those  drafts 
She  did  not  answer  that  question  directly,  but  she  aroie  indignantly 

iim  care  nf  V  ^  ly MoIfan;  ,vo"  d"  not  think  that  I  was  ta/- 
mg  tare  of  Mr.  Hurd  merely  for  my  board.”  And  I  said,  “Mrs 

<  rtimer,  hen  you  did  receive  certain  moneys  from  Fenton  J  Hurd 

n  ft  K  •  y0V  <JeV,<id  la8t  time  1  saw  you?”  She  said,  “Any 
business  that  I  had  of  that  nature  was  between  Mr  Hurd 

about  it”  mySe  f’  and  1  dec,ine  n,ake  any  further  statement 

I  told  her  I  was  very  sorry  she  took  that  position,  as  it  did  not 
help  me  in  mv  investigation  of  affairs  and  that  her  explanation 
« as  not  satisfactory  to  me.  and  that  there  was  nothing  left  for  me 
to  do  but  to  ask  the  court  to  look  into  it.  She  replied,  “If  vou 
start  any  proceedings  of  that  kind  I  will  show  up  the  Hurds  for 

in  print  ”St,lCk  °f  Ct'€I>  wh,ch  wor,,t  ,ook  ver>'  R",m1  "  hen  they  go 
eei ml '  f rom ' ?M r! “ Hu rd ?  S“"en'ent  “  l°  a"y  a"10,ln'  she  had 

ha.'alreXtee^S'we'ied0  "  Dnd  becauae  the  ^estion 

A  She  made  no  statement  of  any  specific  amount,  and  left  me 
absolutely  in  doubt  as  to  whether  she  had  received  $100  or  $50,000 
fro  far  as  her  statement  wap  concerned. 

Q  Did  anything  else  transpire  at  that  interview9  A  Nothin^ 
important  that  I  recall  now.  coining 

,f(^  ^hen  did  you  next  see  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  T  did  not 
Mrs.  Cramer  after  that  until  I  saw  her  in  Whallonsburg. 

4f><  By  Mr.  Ford: 

(|  The  .KK-asion  was  the  taking  of  a  deposition  of  Fenton  J 

I  m d  A.  A  deposition  was  taken  on  that  dav  and  Mr.  Birnev 
and  Mrs.  Cramer  were  present. 

Q.  M  ere  you  in  the  room  when  the  company  gathered  for  the 
mkmg  of  the  deposition?  A.  1  stood  in  the  doorw  v  h  lc  the 
others  were  in  the  room.  At  that  time  there  was  Dr  Hurd  his 
"'fe-  iI,f  Cadmus  (the  stenographer),  the  notary,  Mr  Pierce  of 
counsel  for  plaintiff  Mrs.  rramer.  Mr.  Birnev  and  yourself 

'»<*  of  Mr.  Birnev  and  M„. 

™  "n<i  '  ""  *<*  »f  them 
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Mr.  Birney  :  Any  further  statements  by  the  witness  with  re¬ 
spect  to  an  incident  as  to  which  some  testimony  already  appears 
is  objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  immaterial. 

A.  On  entering  the  door  Mrs.  Cramer  went  directly  to  the  bed¬ 
side  of  Teuton  J.  Ilurd  and  while  approaching  him  explained,  “Oh, 

yujc  i  r‘  l\UTd’  *iave  ^ou  at  ^as^»  they  have  got  you  at 
oo  last;  this  is  Laura,  here  I  am.”  By  that  time  she  was  stand- 

ing  over  him,  and  as  near  as  I  could  see,  had  her  hands  on 
his  person.  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  who  was  standing  near  bv  took 
Mrs.  Cramer  by  the  arm  and  interposed  himself  between  Mr  Hurd 
and  Mrs.  Cramer,  leading  her  away  from  the  bed  side.  There 
was  no  com  motion,  but  Mrs.  Cramer  apparently  had  attempted  to 
return  again  when  Dr.  Hurd  took  her  by  the  arm  again  and  pushed 
her  away  from  the  bed.  placing  himself  in  between  them.  Mr 

™y.a(  that  tln.ie  suggested  to  Mrs.  Cramer  that  she  be  seated 
\Miile  this  was  going  on  T  was  standing  in  the  doorway;  I  did  not 
enter  the  room. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  answer  is  further  objected  to  as  not  being  re¬ 
sponsive  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  room  while  the  deposition  was  being  taken  * 
sition  88  ln  1,6  r00n‘  8  dunnS  the  time  of  the  taking  of  the  depo- 

Q-  Where  were  you  with  reference  to  the  defendant  Cramer9 
A  Mrs.  Cramer  sat  two  seats  to  my  left  at  the  beginning  of  the 
taking  of  the  testimony.  First  there  was  Mrs.  Cramer,  who  was 

seated  at  the  foot  ot  the  lied,  to  her  right  Mr.  Birney  and  to  Mr 

very  ecios^1Rtoge*er  Th<5  r°°ln  “  Sma"  8nd  we  were  *ated 

(i.  Could  you  or  not  from  where  you  were  sitting,  observe  the 

4,.(|  pos,tl°n  f  }he  defendant  while  the  deposition  was  in  pro- 

4b J  gress?  A.  I  paid  especial  attention -  P 

Mr  Lester:  The  same  objection.  Let  it  be  understood  the  same 
objection  applies  to  this  entire  line  of  interrogatories  The  inter 
rogatories  are  objected  to  as  being  immaterial  and  irrelevant 

A.  I  watched  Mrs.  Cramer  quite  closely  during  the  early  Dart  of 

maefrr/r  ,-Ir-  was  ]eanin« AgZ™ 

notes,  so  that  I  could  see  Mrs.  Cramer  very  plainly,  and  also  hear  her 
eicclann  rom  time  to  time  “It  is  a  lie”;  slhe  would  shake  her  head 
—  no,  no.  she  would  exclaim,  and  Mr.  Birnev  on  more  occasions 
than  one  said,  Never  mind,  never  mind;  don’t  pay  anv  attention  ” 
Q.  Did  you  observe  where  Dr.  Hurd  was  standing  duVing  the  tak- 
ing  of  the  deposition ?  A.  Dr.  Hurd  stood  between  Mrs  Cramer 
and  the  witness,  directly  at  the  foot  of  the  bed  ’  6 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  direction  in  which  he  was  looking?  A 

At  no  time  did  T  see  Dr.  JTurd  I, ok  at  Fenton  JHurdexcept  at 

imes  when  the  old  gentleman  would  call  on  him  to  make  an  answer 
to  some  question  that  was  asked  him.  answer 

Q.  In  which  direction  was  he  facing? 
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Mr.  Lester:  Does  that  mean  according  to  the  pole? 

Mr.  Ford:  No;  I  mean  with  reference  to  the  witness? 

A.  He  was  looking  out  ot  the  window  nearly  the  entire  time 
unng  the  examination,  with  his  side  face  to  the  witness. 

470  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  Whallonsburg  taking  testimony?  A. 
It  was  for  about,  1  should  say,  three  hours  during  the  afternoon. 

nd  yuU .VIlderU!ke, l.°  tel1  the  court  during  those  three  hours 
e  r.  Iluid  was  looking/  A.  1  was  associate  counsel  in  the 
case;  1  asked  no  questions,  and  1  saw  tit  to  watch  Dr.  Hurd,  thinking 
that  this  very  question  might  arise. 

Q.  \\hat  object  did  you  have  in  watching  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  1 

wanted  to  see  if  there  was  any  chance  of  a  statement  being  made 

that  lie  had  directed  the  questions  or  the  answers  of  the 
**  i  i  witness. 

I*  ™i.„,l  \  ahJr*dif  y.°.U  thiuk,it  like|y  tllat  a,*y  question  would 
<  W  ,vv  r\  A‘  11  "T  on‘y  na,ural  »>  a  case  of  that  kind. 
I-,  r..i"  V  '  \  r  1’rol"|,,tf,J  y°u  to  tlllllk  that  this  question  might 

U  Natural  '10t  kU0W  “  1  CU“  te“  -V,,u  t,le  '““'•he;  hut 

Say,  J,°U| dld  il  ‘f  cause  you  expected  some  question  might 
ni  u  1 1  !l  kn(,w  wh-v‘  A-  !  saw  fit  to  watch  Mis.  Cramer, 
pretty  closely*1  WUne^’  1  kept  m-v  e.ve"  °n  the  three  of  them 

Q.  For  what  purpose?  A.  To  see  what  they  did  during  the  course 
of  the  examination. 

Q.  With  what  object  in  view?  A.  1  do  not  know  as  I  had  anv 
object,  smqdy  to  see  what  was  done  during  the  examination.  ‘ 
tt-  Was  not  your  object  so  that  you  could  testify  on  the  oues- 
tion  if  it  arose?  A,  In  case  it  ever  arose  I  would  he' prepared. q 
Q.  Did  you  anticipate  it  might  arise?  A.  I  did  not. 

•  7?1!  (  U  ?,ot  11  Bkely  this  question  might  arise  and  th-it 

it  might  be  well  for  von  to  be  prepared  by  watching  them?  A  I 
had  no  such  thought,  of  ever  testifying. 

A7o  u*  ^  U  ttie?  merely  curiosity  on  your  part  to  see  how 

4/2  each  conducted  themselves?  A.  Probably  so. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  occupy  one  position  throughout  th^ 

SS  Sn?  A-  1  think  he  St,,,,d  in  thf  ™  potion  at!  ,t 

same  place.01’  ‘ba‘  in  the  same  Place?  A  Yes,  in  the 

Q.  Was  he  between  Mrs  Cramer  and  the  witness?  A.  He  was 

T  it?-  t  8-0  i"!  ’et"’een  ?r  Birney  and  the  witness?  A.  Mr  Birnev 
I  think  could  see  the  witness.  mine} 

tive  he  coul!i.ink  1,6  C°UR  b,,t  d°  •vo"  knmv?  A-  V^:  I  am  posi- 

,7n  t.  Prtul<1  ,le  ,hv  keeping  the  same  position  he  did  keen  see 

4  The  rw*  “a-1  l0f;klnK  arm,nd  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd’  A 
The  Doctor  was  directly  in  between  the  witness  and  Mrs 
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Cramer.  It  would  be  a  straight  line.  And  as  Mr.  Birney  was  sit¬ 
ting  to  the  rigiit  it  would  give  nun  an  opportunity  to  see  the  wit¬ 
ness  at  that  angle. 

Q.  Did  anybody  tell  Dr.  liurd  to  stand  there,  do  you  know? 
A.  1  do  not  know. 

You  did  not?  A.  1  diil  not. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that  Dr.  liurd  stood 
there  lor  the  purpose  ol  preventing  Mrs.  Cramer  from  seeing  the 
witness  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  witness  from 
seeing  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  After  the  scene  that  occurred  that  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  the  intention  of  Dr.  liurd. 

Q.  Well,  was  not  his  standing  there  altogether  after  the  scene 
had  occurred?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  your  answer  is  that  was  the  object?  A.  1  judge  so. 

Q.  W  hen  you  went  to  see  Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  last  oc- 

474  casion,  June  25,  you  were  expecting  her  to  give  you  informa¬ 
tion  you  were  seeking  to  get,  were  you  not;  or  were  you? 

A.  I  wanted  to  give  her  every  opportunity  to  explain  those  larger 
drafts  which  she  did  not  do  satisfactorily  to  me. 

Q.  At  that  time  you  had  the  original  bill  in  your  possession,  did 
you  not?  A.  It  was  ready  to  be  filed,  yes  sir. 

Q.  And  your  object  was  simply  to  go  there  and  pump  her,  to  see 
what  you  could  find?  A.  No  sir,  it  was  not. 

Q.  What  was  it?  A.  If  Mrs.  Cramer  had  made  a  satisfactory 
explanation  to  me  at  the  time,  1  would  never  have  filed  that  suit. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  .by  satisfactory  explanation?  A.  If  she 
could  have  explained  satisfactorily  to  me  how  she  had  received 
that  money  and  what  she  had  done  with  it,  and  had  admitted 

475  her  guilt  and  turned  the  money  over  to  me,  or  a  portion 
of  it,  I  would  not  have  filed  the  suit. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  guilt?  A.  You  know  what  I  mean 
as  well  as  I  do. 

Q.  I  do  not.  Let  us  get  at  it  another  way.  If  she  had  admitted 
to  you  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  given  her  money  while  he  was  in  his 
sound  mind,  and  that  she  had  the  money,  would  the  suit  have 

been  filed?  A.  Yes,  I  think  it  would,  because - 

Q.  What  are  the  conditions  which  would  have  prevented  the  suit 
being  filed?  A.  If  she  had  admitted  at  that  time  that  she  had  re-  * 
ceived  this  money  and  had  admitted  that  she  had  wrongfully  re¬ 
ceived  it,  which  she  should  have  done  and  which  she  will  do  before 
the  trial  is  over,  the  suit  would  not  have  been  brought. 

Q.  Who  drafted  this  original  bill?  A.  Mr.  Ford,  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  Mr.  Pierce,  of  New  York. 

476  Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  it?  A.  A  little.  I  may  have 
made  some  suggestions.  Mr.  Ford  prepared  A. 

Q.  It  was  sworn  to  before  you  saw  Mrs.  Cramer,  was  it  not?  A. 
Yes  sir. 

Q.  If  your  object  was  to  get  her  to  admit  that  she  had  gotten  the 
money  and  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  to  you,  why  did  you 
not  go  to  see  her  before  you  drew  the  bill?  A.  I  wanted  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  act  promptly. 
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Q.  Why?  A.  l’or  fear  that  after  giving  her  notice  she  might 
make  away  with  some  of  the  funds  that  we  were  seeking  to  recover. 

Q.  She  was  not  prevented  in  any  manner  from  making  awav  with 
any  funds,  was  she?  A.  She  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

. __  Q-  Well,  then,  tell  me  what  your  object  was  in  wanting 
4 "  to  be  so  prompt  in  filing  your  bill,  after  seeing  her,  if  you 
''ere  not  going  to  prevent  her  making  away  with  the  funds 
vou  lia\e  already  stated?  A.  We  were  going  to  prevent  her.  I 
thought  your  question  was  whether  she  had  been  prevented  We 
intended  to  prevent  her  making  away  with  them,  if  we  could,  after 
1  gave i  her  notice  on  Saturday  that  we  intended  to  bring  suit 
(.  \\  hen  did  youget  the  costs  t.»  file  this  suit?  A.  I  do  not  recall. 
CL  \ou  had  it  before  you  saw  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  you  not?  A  I 
presume  so,  yes  sir.  J  ’ 

Q.  Then  the  fact  is  you  had  drafted  the  bill,  had  it  readv  for  filing 
uid  the  costs  ready  to  file  the  suit,  before  you  went  to  see  Mr^ 
Cramer?  A.  Aessir. 

2r  **  °vid'"“  *»  — * 

rri-Vi';  sraxs.*:"  “ ,,,r  *•-*  ^ . 

Q.  And  that  is  what  you  went  for?  A.  That  naturally  would  he 
the  purpose  that  a  lawyer  would  have  in  interviewing  a  witness  or 
a  party  that  was  charged. 

Q.  Ihd  you  show  Mrs.  Cramer  the  drafts?  A.  I  did  not 
y.  You  have  stated  that  you  told  Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  first’ 
occasion  of  your  visit  something  about  Mr.  Hurd,  and  that  she  slid 

«e  th'tTr  pecU  lald  s,Un®’’  llose>  and  dressed  shabbily  Tell  me 
was  that  1,e.fo"°  you  had  seen  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A  Yes  that 
was  before  I  had  seen  him.  ’  tnat 

■179  Q  You  told  Mr.  Fenton  J.  llurd  what  she  said,  when  you 

O  IM  llm  ,  A'  1  et,  M  l't  IIurd  tel1  his  own  story  to  ine  y 
Q.  Had  you  not  received  information  from  him  about  her  liavine 
recened  money,  from  Mr.  llurd,  before  this?  A.  Oh  I  had  i3 
ceiled  communications  from  him  before  that,  in  which  he  had  stated 
that  Mrs  Cramer  could  probably  give  me  more  information^ £ 
anyone  else,  and  he  suggested  that  1  see  her  at  some  time-  but  the 
letter  introduced  today  was  the  first  request  ’  b  th 

monevDhdersneH-)thT  ^  ‘ha‘  MrS‘  Cramer  had  reived  the 

money  nersell .  A.  JSo,  not  in  so  many  words 

aSk  y°V- 1°  produce  those  letters.  You  have  told  on  both 
d  ect  examination  and  cross  examination,  part  of  their  ’  content* 

(»»  Kffr ;  Aif 
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Q.  Did  not  Mrs.  Cramer  tell  you  on  the  first  occasion  that  if  you 
wanted  to  know  any  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  business  affairs  that  you  should 
ask  Mr.  Hurd  himself?  A.  I  believe  she  did. 

Q.  And  you  knew  that  Mr.  Hurd  knew  all  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
knew  about  Mr.  Hurd;  did  you  not?  A.  I  expected  to  see  Mr.  Hurd 
and  of  course  ask  him  a  good  many  questions,  as  soon  as  I  could 
go  there. 

481  Q.  Is  that  the  best  answer  you  can  give?  A.  I  think  that 
is  a  satisfactory  answrer. 

Q.  Not  to  me.  Well,  you  asked  her,  you  say,  if  Mr.  Hurd  had 
ever  given  her  any  money.  A  ou  knew  Mr.  Hurd  knew  whether  he 
had  given  her  money  or  not?  A.  T  wanted  her  statement. 

Q’  ^or  wbat  purpose?  A.  So  that  I  could  ask  the  same  statement 
of  Mr.  Hurd  and  see  whether  she  was  telling  the  truth. 

Q.  I  want  to  know,  if  you  were  seeking  the  information,  as  you 
say  you  were,  why  you  did  not  ask  Mr.  Hurd  instead  of  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  I  was  not  up  where  I  could  see  him. 

Q.  You  could  go  and  see  him?  A.  I  could  when  I  could  get 
away,  but  T  could  not  leave  at  that  time,  so  T  went  to  see  Mrs.  Cramer 
first  to  get  whatever  information  T  could. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Hurd  could  give  you 
that  information?  A.  I  did  not  know  what  information  Mr.  Hurd 
could  give  me  until  T  had  a  talk  with  him. 

Q  •  Q-  not  been  communicated  to  you  what  informa- 

482  tion  he  could  give?  A.  Some  of  the  statements  that  Mr. 
Hurd  had  made  were  communicated  to  me,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  already  been  interro- 
Fated  about these  same  things  you  had  been  intending  to 
48.i  interrogate  Mrs.  Cramer  about  on  vour  first  visit  to  her9  A 

I  understood  they  had  talked  with  Mr.  Hurd  about'  his 
a  ft  airs,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  his  interpretation  of  the  facts?  A  No 
T  did  not. 

Q.  They  had  not  been  communicated  to  you  then?  A.  I  did  not 
know  them  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  were  actively  engaged  in  making  an  investigation,  were 
you  not?  A.  Yes. 


Q.  That  was  about  April  15,  was  it  not?  A.  April  15  I  called 
on  Mrs.  Cramer.  F 

,fl?  T?C  d  ®  f<“*  a"d  d?  .vou.  not  know  it  is  a  fact  at  that  time 
;  :  Fe”ton  J-  Hurd  refused  to  give  the  same  information  you  were 

tethf  Lt  fr°m  MrS'  Cramer?  A'  No>  1  d<>  not  know  that  to 


9'  You  had  not  gotten  this  information  from  him  either  directlv 
or  indirectly  that  you  were  seeking  to  obtain  from  Mrs.  Cramer 
had  you.  A.  Most  of  my  information  came  from  the  client  whom 
1  TT  ^presenting,  and  that  was  privileged. 

ym*  received  information  at  that  time,  April  15 

Mr  H,  d ?  f  j?8'  Cra,™T  had  received  large  sums  of  money  from 
Mr.  Hurd .  A.  Tt  was  not  known  whether  she  received  it  or'not 
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Q.  Do  you  mean  by  that  you  had  not  received  such  information? 
A-  1  not  received  information  that  she  had  actuallv  received  it 
Q.  Had  you  seen  the  drafts  at  that  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  copies  of  them?  A.  T  think  not. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  any  communications  which  would  describe  the 
drafts? 

48o  Q.  When  did  you  first  see  these  drafts  nr  any  description 
of  these  drafts  about  which  we  have  been  talking  either 
copies  or  a  description  of  them?  A.  I  do  not  recall  the  date  I 
remember  I  requested  later  that  the  original  drafts  l>e  sent  to  me 
and  they  were  sent  from  the  bank. 

Q.  That  is  only  a  partial  answer  to  mv  question.*  I  asked  as  to 
either  copies  or  a  description.  A  I  could  not  tell  you  when. 

,.5*'  !!  /  understand  that  on  the  occasion  of  vour  first  visit  vou 

did  or  did  not  believe  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  received  large  sums  of 

o°ivb'ilfl°n'i  M['  "r<  ?  i'  .°n  “y  flrst  visit  I  was  in  doubt  as 

to  whether  she  had  received  the  money  or  how  she  bail  received  it 

I  wanted  her  to  tell  her  own  story. 

486  the  ,irst  occasion  you  say  you  asked  Mrs.  Cramer 

\  T  did  "  ^  ha<1  eVCr  reCeiVed  anv  (*hecks  or  drafts  from  Mr.  Hurd? 

Q.  You  knew  that  information  could  he  obtained  from  Mr  Hurd 
if  he  chose  to  give  it;  did  vou  not?  A.  I  did 

Q.  Had  you  ascertained  whether  or  not  he  had  been  asked  about 
it:  A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  know?  A.  1  did  not  know. 

Q.  And  you  were  acting  for  the  grandson  at  that  time,  and  not 

,o-  ,for  '  10  grandfather;  is  not  that  correct?  A.  T  was  counsel 
tor  the  grandson,  yes. 

.  You  have  testified  something  about  the  Roach  notes, 

that  you  obtained  from  Mr.  Birney.  What  other  paiiers  did  vou 
receive  from  Mr.  Birney.  if  any.  in  addition  to  these  Roach  notes9 
A.  1  do  not  recall. 

Q  Did  you  receive  a  letter  from  him?  A.  Oh.  yes. 

Q.  Then  you  have  these  papers  which  vou  received  from  Mr  Bir 
ney  on  that  occasion?  A.  Yes;  we  have  them  in  the  office 

Q.  Please  produce  them.  Being  produced  T  now  offer  them  in 
evidence.  Exhibits  A.  11.  38  and  39. 

488  Pav  that  ^,rs-  fYamer  expressed  surprise  that  vou 
should  be  investigating  Mr.  Fenton  .T.  Hurd’s  affairs  while 

he  was  alive ?  A.  She  said  she  was  surprised,  yes 

u  Q-J)?dAV0U.tel1  Dr  hee  M-  had  taken  charge  of 

his  affairs?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  that  he  had  been  appointed  some  officer  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  A.  I  do  not  recall  whether  1  stated  he  had  been  appointed  or 
not;  but  that  he  was  taking  charge  of  the  affairs  and  1  had  been 
retained  by  him  to  look  into  the  affairs. 

Q.  You  did  not  produce  any  authority  from  Fenton  J.  Hurd  or 

any  request  from  him  asking  her  to  give  such  information 

489  as  she  had.  did  you?  A.  No  sir. 

Q  You  did  not  have  any  to  produce,  did  vou?  A  I 
think  not. 
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Q.  When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  I  do  not 
recall  the  date.  Mr.  Ford  and  T  went  to  Greenwich,  Connecticut 
together.  It  was  sometime  subsequent  to  the  first  interview  with 
Mrs.  Cramer.  I  do  not  recall  the  date.  T  should  say  it  was  about 
the  middle  of  June. 

(J.  A  few  days  before  you  saw  Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  occasion  of 
your  second  visit?  A.  I  think  it  was  near  the  middle,  about  the 
loth,  we  will  say,  of  June. 

Q.  Did  vou  take  part  in  the  preparation  of  the  bill?  A.  A  very 
little. 

4^0  Harry  G.  Meem,  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  testi¬ 
fied  that  he  is  the  treasurer  of  The  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company.  Witness  produced  the  records  of  said  Company 
showing  the  account  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  the  account  of  Laura 
R.  Cramer  with  said  Company,  and  also  the  original  deposit  tickets 
in  both  of  said  accounts.  A  copy  of  the  account  of  Laura  R.  Cramer 
was  offered  in  evidence  as  Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  41,  from  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  account  was  No.  25907  on  the  books  of  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  was  opened  on  June  12. 
1901. 

Said  account  showed,  among  the  deposits,  the  following  items: 

May  31,  1904:  New  York  draft  for  $8,000. 

April  17,  1905:  New  York  draft  for  $5,000. 

April  21,  1908:  A  deposit  of  $8,000. 

December  22.  1908:  New  York  draft  for  $4,000. 

September  21,  1908:  Cash  deposit  of  $5,000. 

May  8,  1909:  A  deposit  of  $10,000. 

Said  account  also  showed,  among  others,  the  following  amounts 
withdrawn : 

February  3,  1908:  $5,088.13. 

May  3,  1908:  $6,085.25. 

January  7,  1907 :  $6,060.24. 

November  25,  1907 :  $3,035.42. 

November  5,  1908:  $7,619.45. 

December  2,  1908:  $5,000. 

October  4,  1909:  $10,040. 

November  8,  1909:  $6,053.34. 

November  11,  1909:  $3,027.92. 

The  account  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  (Exhibit  42)  with  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  was  No.  42,199.  It  was  opened 
October  6,  1905,  with  a  deposit  of  $500.  On  April  21,  1908,  he 
deposited  a  New  York  draft  for  $6,000,  and  on  the  same  day  $6,000 
was  withdrawn.  The  account  was  closed  August  19,  1906,  and  re¬ 
opened  September  21,  1908,  with  a  deposit  of  $5,000,  which  amount 
was  withdrawn  on  the  same  day,  and  the  account  again  closed.  It 
was  reopened  on  May  8,  1909,  with  a  deposit  of  $10,000,  which 
amount  was  withdrawn  on  the  same  day  and  the  account 
491  finally  closed. 

The  deposit  tickets  with  the  account  of  Laura  R,  Cramer 
were  offered  in  evidence  as  follows  (Exhibit  43) : 
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May  31,  1904 j  Ca«h,  $100:  check,  $(>,000. 

Apn  17,  1905:  New  York  draft  for  $5,000 

panyrf!>r  $6.oSo°6:  ^  °n  'V“,hin*"n  L<>""  and  Trust  Com- 

December  22.  190(5:  Check.  $4,000. 

September  21,  1908:  Currency.  $5,000 
May  8,  1009:  Check,  $10,000 

The  deposit  tickets  in  the  account,  of  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  (Exhibit 
41)  were  offered  in  evidence  as  follows: 

sr  nnn1  w’  1^:i,e“.Iork  draft-  $6,000;  September  21.  1908. 
$.>.000 ;  May  8,  1909.  $10,000. 

The  six  drafts  included  in  Exhibit  45  were  identified  bv  tbe  wit¬ 
ness  as  having  been  cashed  by  or  deposited  with  The  Washington 

ao»  m?an  fln<1  „st,  Company,  and  were  offered  in  evidence. 
442  They  were  all  drawn  by  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  of  St. 

Charles  Minnesota,  on  the  Hanover  National  Rank  of  New 
York  and  each  of  them  bore  the  stamp  of  The  Washington  Loan 
and  Trust  Company  and  the  Hanover  National  Bank.  The  dates, 
amounts,  payees  and  indorsers  of  the  drafts  were  as  follows: 

„  T  Trv  Ft  10d4V,to  or,ler  of  F  J-  Hurd  f°r  $6,000.  Indorsed- 
“•  J.  Hurd.  L.  R.  Cramer.  Paid. 

,,  -T  April  14.  1905.  to  order  of  F.  .1.  Hurd  for  $5,000,  Indorsed: 
r.  J.  Hurd,  Laura  R.  Cramer. 

8  April  18.  190/>.  to  order  of  F.  .T.  Hurd  for  $9,000,  Indorsed  • 
r.  J.  Third. 

4.  Dec.  19,  1900,  to  order  of  F.  .T.  TTurd  for  $4,000.  Tndorsed: 
Pay  to  L.R.  Cramer,  F.  ,T.  TTurd.  L.  R.  Cramer. 

5.  September  17,  1908.  to  order  of  F.  .T.  TTurd  for  $5,000  In¬ 
dorsed:  F.  .T.  Hurd. 

0  May  5.  1909.  to  order  of  F.  J.  TTurd  for  $10,000.  Indorsed- 
F.  J.  Hurd. 

The  witness  also  produced  a  receipt  for  a  pass  book  issued  to 

Fenton  J.  Hurd,  which  was  offered  in  evidence  as  Exhibit  40  and 
is  as  follows: 

Pass  Book  No.  42199. 


Name  F.  .T.  Hurd. 

Recened  of  The  W  ashington  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  the 
above  described  pass  hook  balanced  to  Mav  8.  1909  with  nil  the 
cancelled  checks  or  vouchers 

Mailed  5/10/09.  1800  Mass.  Ave..  Citv 

Mav  10.  1909. 

The  witness  further  testified  that  Exhibit  A.  IT.  17.  being  (he  pas< 
hook  of  Fenton  J.  TTurd  with  The  Washington  Loan  and  Tmst  Com¬ 
pany,  opened  October  25,  1905.  and  closed  August  9.  1900,  could 
not  have  been  the  book  mailed  in  connection  with  this  receipt. 

The  witness  identified  a  check  for  $850.00  as  having  been  cashed 
for  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  bv  the  Washington  Loan  and 
Trust  Company,  and  the  same  was  offered  in  evidence  as  Exhibit 
A.  H.  No.  40. 
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493  Arthur  B.  Claxton,  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff 
testified  that  he  was  the  note  teller  of  The  Washington  Loan 
and  I  rust  Company.  Witness  produced  a  copy  of  the  records  of 
said  Company  showing  purchases  of  notes  by  Laura  R.  Cramer  from 
said  Company;  that  he  had  taken  the  entries  thereon  from  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  individual  accounts  of  amounts  drawn;  that  all  the 
entries  therein  be  had  the  handling  of  personally;  that  the  several 
notes  were  paid  for  by  checks  of  Laura  R.  Cramer  drawn  on  her 
account  with  the  said  Trust  Company,  which  checks  he  handled 
personally;  that  the  statement  showed  the  time  when  interest  on 
the  notes  was  payable,  as,  for  example,  the  letters  “A”  and  “0” 
with  the  figures  14  after  them  mean  that  the  interest  periods  were 
the  14th  of  April  and  October. 

Witness  stated  that  the  Hopkins  and  Miller  notes  for  $10,000 
ami  the  Clarence  Pettit  notes  for  $9,000  were  turned  over  to  Mrs. 
Cramer  when  purchased  by  her  and  be  had  not  since  seen  them ; 
that  the^  interest  on  these  notes  was  paid  Mr.  Birnev  about  Septem¬ 
ber  4.  The  notes,  principal  and  interest,  are  payable  at  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  and  Trust  Company.  The  first  column  in  the  copy  of 
the  records  produced  shows  the  date  Mrs.  Cramer  purchased’ the 
notes;  the  second,  the  names  of  the  makers;  the  third,  the  amounts 
of  the  notes;  the  fourth,  whether  it  has  been  paid  or  is  outstanding: 
the  next  column  shows  the  interest  ]>eriod,  and  the  last  what  notes 
are  outstanding. 

1  lie  statement  produced  by  the  witness  was  offered  in  evidence  as 
Exhibit  47,  and  is  as  follows: 
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495  Lee  M.  Hurd  who  deposes  and  says,  being  recalled  for 
further 

Cross-examination. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  in  evidence,  pursuant  to  the  statement  made  at 
the  last  session,  these  three  books  that  were  marked  for  identifica¬ 
tion  L.  M.  H.  Nos.  *2,  3  and  4,  as  being  books  found  among 
the  papers  of  Mr.  J.  Hurd  in  the  apartment  of  the  defendant  Laura 
R.  Cramer. 

(The  same,  thus  offered  in  evidence,  were  marked  “Exhibits  A. 
H.  48,  49  and  50”  respectively,  and  are  forwarded  herewith.) 

Mr.  Lester:  As  1  understand  they  are  offered  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose  as  the  other  books,  merely  to  show  they  are  books  which 
were  found  in  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Mr.  Ford:  As  showing,  as  stated  at  the  last  hearing,  that  certain 
other  books  showing  the  transactions  of  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
with  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  were  not  found  among  the 
papers  of  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  obtained  at  said  apartment  by  the 
plaintiff  Lee  M.  Hurd  and  the  witness  Byron  L.  Hurd. 

496  Mr.  Lester:  The  contents  of  the  books  are  not  offered  in 
evidence,  then? 

Mr.  t  ord  :  The  contents  of  the  books  are  not  ottered  in  evidence 
except  in  so  far  as  they  have  heretofore  been  specifically  offered. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  books  are  each  of  them  separately  objected  to  as 
immaterial,  irrelevant;  as  not  tending  in  any  manner  to  show  that 
there  were  ever  any  other  books  in  existence. 

Mr.  Ford  :  I  also  offer  in  evidence  the  letters  that  have  heretofore 
been  marked  for  identification  “L.  M.  H.  Nos.  8  to  24”,  both  in¬ 
clusive. 

(The  same,  thus  offered  in  evidence,  were  marked  “Exhibits 
A.  H.  <>1  to  68”,  respectively,  and  are  forwarded  herewith. 

497  Mr.  Lester:  Then  we  object  to  each  and  every  one  of 
these  letters  and  envelopes  as  immaterial,  irrelevant  and  in¬ 
competent,  and  also  as  self-serving  declarations,  if  they  are  of  any 
interest  whatever. 

I  will  ask  counsel  if  they  offer  them  for  the  purpose  of  intro¬ 
ducing  the  contents  or  whether  it  is  merely  to  show  there  were 
letters  in  existence  as  there  were  books. 

Mr.  Ford:  The  contents  of  the  letters  are  offered  in  evidence. 

Mr.  I  tester:  And  the  objection  is  as  stated. 

Mr.  Ford:  You  may  cross-examine,  gentlemen.  I  understand 
the  cross-examination  is  to  be  restricted  to  the  books  and  letters  as 
stated  at  the  conclusion  of  the  cross-examination  of  this  witness 
heretofore. 

Mr.  Lester:  Mr.  Ford,  you  told  me  you  had  a  large  number 
of  letters  besides  these,  and  that  you  would  let  us  inspect  them,  but 
we  have  not  been  permitted  to  do  so.  Have  you  changed  your 
mind  in  that  regard? 

Mr.  Ford  :  I  may  say  to  counsel  for  the  defendant  that  when  the 
proffer  was  made  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  counsel  for  defendant 
said  that  the  matter  was  one  of  no  interest  to  them,  and  we  have 
come  to  agree  with  them  in  that  particular. 

26— 2483a 
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Counsel  replies  further  that  since  that  time  he  has  offered  to 
lou  per.mlt  counsel  to  see  any  letters  in  his  possession  if  a  similar 
4J8  right  were  conferred  u|>on  counsel  for  the  plaintiff;  they 

saw  fit  to  decline  to  do  so,  and  therefore  such  letters  we  have 
not  produced  will  not  be  produced. 

Mr.  Lester:  You  are  mistaken - 

Mr.  Ford  (continuing):  1  may  say  further  that  we  have  letter* 
m  our  possession  which  will  probably  be  important  in  the  production 
of  the  rebuttal  testimony  in  this  case,  and  for  that  reason  thev  will 
not  be  produced  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Lester:  A  ou  are  mistaken  in  two  of  your  statements  In  the 
first  place,  there  has  never  been  a  time  that  I  said  thev  were  of  no 
interest  to  us,  intending  to  convey  any  idea  that  we  did  not  want 

o  see  them.  On  the  contrary,  1  have  asked  you  three  or  four  times 
to  let  me  see  them. 

Secondly,  you  are  mistaken  in  saving  that  we  declined  to  let  you 
see  our  letters,  such  as  we  have.  On  the  contrary,  I  told  you  when 
we  were  ready  to  offer  them  we  would  produce  them  for  your  in¬ 
flection.  If  those  letters  were  of  any  benefit  to  vou,  you  would 
doubtless  let  us  see  them  would  you  not?  (After  a  pause)  To 
which  there  is  no  answer. 

Now,  I  will  ask  counsel  if  this  is  the  so-called  release  or  satisfac- 
Uon  of  mortgage  which  was  spoken  of  the  other  day  (indicating)? 

Mr.  r  ord  :  It  was  offered  in  evidence,  produced  and  filed  It  ha> 
already  been  given  an  exhibit  number. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  will  ask  if  it  is  admitted  that  the  body  of  it  is  in 

flic  handwriting  of  Mr.  F.  .).  Hurd,  as  well  as  the  signature,  not 

including,  of  course,  the  acknowledgement  or  the  witness* 
-fna  name. 

Mr.  Ford:  It  is  admitted  this  is  his  handwriting. 

(  I  he  paper  referred  to  has  heretofore  l»een  offered  in  evidence  and 
was  marked  “Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  38.”)  (e  amt 

Mr  Ford:  Before  we  proceed  further  I  desire  to  snv  that  the 
I'eretofore  filed  as  “Exhibit  A.  II.  Xo.  39“  has  not  been  found 
It  was  an  ordinary-  form  of  a  deed  of  trust,  such  as  is  used  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  secured  the  deferred  purchase  monev 
represented  by  what  has  been  called  the  Roach  notes. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Doctor  Hurd,  who  had  this  pass  book  of  the  Citizens  State 
Bank  balanced  March  19?  A.  The  agent,  Mr.  Ross,  had  it  balanced. 

Q.  IIow  did  he  get  it?  A  He  is  in  Minnesota,  in  this  town  of 
ot.  Charles,  and  had  the  thing  balanced  and  sent  to  me 

Q.  How  did  he  get  the  book?  A.  From  the  bank— Oh,  he  keeps 
the  book;  he  keeps  the  bank  book  out  there 
o00  Q.  Where  did  you  first  get  it?  A.  He  had  it  balanced 

time  anf  gaVe  '  t0  n’e'  1  suppose  1  ROt  after  March  19  some 

Q.  Were  the  vouchers  sent  you?  A.  I  think  thev  were 
Q,  1  l'.’11  show  von  the  bunch  of  checks  which  have  been  handed 
me  by  Mr.  Ford,  and  ask  you  if  the  signatures  to  those  are  the 
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signature  of  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  (Examining  checks.)  That 
(indicating)  is  not;  that  is  signed  by  his  attorney,  or  rather,  his 
agent;  not  his  attorney. 

Q.  rl  hen  they  are  all  signed  by  F.  J.  Hurd  except  those  of  Au¬ 
gust  21,  1908,  for  $301.15,  and  of  January  8,  1909,  for  $500;  is 
that  correct?  A.  I  did  not  look  at  them  very  carefully;  they  are 
both  signed  by  Mr.  Ross. 

Q.  I  say  all  the  others  are  signed  by  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes, 
sir. 

().  \ou  have  investigated  your  grandfather’s  business,  have  you 
not?  A.  To  some  extent,  yes. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  for  what  these  checks  were  given,  and  for  what 
they  were  used?  A.  No,  I  could  not;  not  all  of  them. 

501  Q.  Can  you  tell  any  of  them,  other  than  those  which  are 
payable  to  you?  A.  Yes;  I  could  go  through  them  and  pick 

out  some,  a  very  few  of  them.  The  business  has  transpired  and 
gone  by. 

Mr.  Ford:  1  object  to  this  line  of  inquiry  as  being  whollv  irrele¬ 
vant  and  immaterial  and  not  reflecting  any  light  on  the  issues  in 
this  case. 

A.  Here  is  one  to  my  father,  of  $100.  I  know  what  that  was  for. 
ft  was  a  birthday  present.  Here  (indicating)  is  one  to  Alice  Hin- 
man,  of  $20.  I  think  that  is  the  interest  on  an  investment  he  made 
for  her  of  her  money.  Here  (indicating)  is  one  to  Fleming  Parker, 
for  $500,  made  out  by  F.  J.  Hurd  and  signed  by  somebody  in¬ 
dorsed  by  Fleming  Parker. 

Mr.  Ford:  You  mean  indorsed  in  the  name  of  Fleming  Parker? 

The  Witness:  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  that  is  for?  A.  I  find  a  record  on  his 
book  where  he  is  supposed  to  have  received  a  note  and  subsequently 
that  note  is  supposed  to  have  been  bought  by  Mrs.  Cramer.  The 
majority  of  them  are  made  out  to  bis  agent,  I  suppose,  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  transaction  of  business.  I  cannot  tell  anything  about  them. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  what  they  are  for?  A.  No  sir. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  would  like  to  offer  them  in  a  bunch,  for  use  later 
on. 

Mir.  Ford:  I  object  to  their  offer,  as  being  immaterial  and 

502  incompetent,  and  as  reflecting  no  light  on  the  issues  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  Lester:  You  do  not  object  to  their  being  filed  for  future 
use? 

Mr.  Ford:  You  can  have  them  filed  for  identification,  if  you  de¬ 
sire  it,  to  use  them  later. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  will  ask  that  they  be  marked  for  identification. 

(The  same,  were  fastened  together  in  one  package,  and  marked 
“For  Identification  L.  R.  C.  No.  1”). 
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By  Mr.  Lester: 

% 

Q.  \\  hat  do  you  know,  Doctor  Ilurd,  about  Mr  Fenton  T  Hurd 

borrowing  $5,000  on  December  3,  1909?  A.  To  the  best  of  my  im¬ 
pression -  J 

Mr.  Ford:  Do  not  give  any  impressions.  If  you  do  not  know _ 

>03  By* Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  M  hat  I  wanted  to  know  was,  if  you  have  obtained  any  knowl- 

that,  whether  or  not  it  was  a  faet  that  he  did  bor- 
,  ,'  .'e  *.’100,,c  A  ■  IIe  l*orrow  $5,000.  I  have  paid  it  off  since. 

.  part  of  that  five  thousand  was  to  cover  the  note  previously  which 

which  Mr6  c'"  "!’i  P,ilr,lv  e'"bo<,i<’<1  'n  the  ten  thousand  dollars 
windi  Airs.  (  miner  had  gotten. 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  not  being  responsive  to  the  question. 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

sir?and'l  paid'it"  'f  he  had  Wrowe<1  the  money.  A.  Yes, 

-a  i  ^  *len  ‘ii'i  y°"  find  employ  counsel  in  connection 

•->04  with  your  grandfather’s  affairs?  A.  Tt  was  between  the  first 
jmd  the  second  visits  to  Washington, 
hh  When  did  you  first  employ  counsel  in  Washington? 

Mr.  Ford:  Same  objection. 

A.  I  employed  him  on  my  second  visit. 

Q.  About  March  15.  lf>  or  17  last  T  helipvo?  a  .u 

along  there.  T  cannot  remember  the  dates  now.  *  "  ere 

*  '  ho  A,l7n  llavf  tes,ifie<1  that  at  your  request  or  suggestion 

50r>  t  ,  r  PC  (0"  Mrs  (?ri""er  ,irst  on  APril  15,  last:  that  at 
•  0.  that  time  it  was  not  known  that  she  had  received  anv  monev 

von  whether  ITIFZ*  'fr  ^  U  «<  that  time  bv 

7  lor  ?  ■  not  she  had  received  anv  monev  from  him9  4 

receive(r.h7mo?;  Cn'hhUnf0rn'aH0n  ^  *°  ™  ,hat  °he 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

he  had  given  her  money  the  year  l,efore— $10,000.  ‘  '  ®  °W  m6 

Q.  ion  was  that?  A.  That  was  some  time  in  March 

and  ask  von  if ’at  'time "of  '^dnteVthMSter*0 

had  mv  snspli-ions00"  fii'e"  *°  ^  Cr"™r  »>>'  Mr? iTnrfT.-W 

a^^cS-t.A- T 

506  had  giv?  iD  ACrYesfasirer  ^  y°"  at  that  ,ime  ‘hat  he 
Q.  Did  you  let  Mr.  McLean  know  that  fact?  A.  I  think 


FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


205 


that  is  a  privileged  question.  I  don’t  remember  whether  I  did  or 
not,  but  that  is  privileged. 

Q.  You  decline  to  answer  it,  do  you?  A.  That  is  counsel’s 
privilege. 

Q.  Then  I  will  ask  you  when  you  first  got  information  about 
these  drafts.  You  were  to  look  that  up.  A.  The  information 
must  have  been  April  7th. 

Q.  1  believe  you  have  told  me  that  it  came  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  from  some  one  in  St.  Charles?  A.  Yes, — Mr.  Ross. 

Q.  Prior  to  April  7,  did  you  know  or  had  you  been  told  that 
Mrs.  Cramer  had  received  any  money  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Bv 
mv  grandfather. 

Q.  How  much  had  he  told  you  she  had  received?  A.  I  could 
not  say ;  he  could  not  remember. 

Q.  Had  he  told  you  he  had  given  her  any  more  than  the  ten 

impression  is  that  he  had  told  me  she 
bad  gotten  more,  but  he  could  not  remember  anvthing  back  of  a 

vear. 

* 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  how  much?  A.  I  do  not  think  he  knew 
himself;  he  simply  said  she  had  gotten  more,  a  good  deal 
more. 

507  Q.  When  did  you  hear  that  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  wrote  any 

so-called  spiritualistic  letters?  A.  My  grandfather  told  me. 

hj.  I  he  question  was  when.  A.  I  don’t  remember  the  date. 

.<  As  near  as  you  oan  recollect,  A.  After  he  came  to  Green¬ 
wich. 

Q.  Doubtless  Was  it  after  you  got  the  information  from  Mr. 

Ross  on  April  7th?  A.  I  could  not  sav  whether  it  was  before  or 
afterwards. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  on  that  question?  A.  It  would  be 
pretty  hard  to  tell. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  first  ever  heard  she  was  a  Spiritualist?  \ 
At  the  same  time. 


By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q:  I  show  you  a  book  containing  parts  of  exhibit*  A.  H.  No. 
and  ask  you  if  that  book  is  one  of  the  books  that  you  obtained 
from  Mrs.  Cramers  apartment  last  March?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

i  -1  'VOU  before  and  produced  that  lot  of  book* 

and  said  they  were  all,  why  did  you  not  produce  this  one?  A  I 
had  given  that  book  back  to  him. 

Q.  To  whom?  A.  To  my  grandfather. 

rno  ™  Q  I?11  iflidi  n0t  tel1,  u*  when  testifying  that  you  had 
508  f?ven  h'm  back  some  of  the  books.  A.  The  previous  ques- 

was  it  not?’  W6re  he'e  *  'he  b°0k'°  1  KOt  fr°m  Mrs-  Cramer’s  house, 

Q-  yp“-  A.  T  said  they  were  the  books. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  testify  when  thev  were  produced  before  that 

i1ent’°re\a  Vlh n  rj!7\l°"  hild  °bt,a,intd  from  Mr?-  Cramer’s  apart- 
lent  A  T  thought  they  were  all  that  were  important,  T  had 

f  \?S  b'm,tPsl  memorandum  book  back,  the  address  book,  and 

I  aid  not  think  it  was  of  any  importance. 
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Q.  Arc  there  any  other  books  you  thought  unimportant  and  did 
not  bnng  A.  I  have  an  old  memorandum  hook  which  is  per¬ 
fectly  blank  inside.  I  sent  it  to  him. 

Q.  Any  more?  A  Not  that  I  know  of.  There  may  1*  some 
old  blank  books  up  there,  but  nothing  that  bears  on  the  case  what¬ 
ever. 

•->09  Q.  Have  you  the  inventory  which  you  said  you  found  in 

your  grandfather s  hox  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s?  A  You  have  it 
there.  1 

.  Sr,S®ve.ral,.of  ‘hem  1  wan*  you  to  pick  out  which  one  it  is. 
A.  J  hat  (indicating  two  sheets)  is  the  inventory  I  found  in  mv 
grandfathers  tin  box. 

Mr.  Lester:  That  is  all. 

Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  Exhibit  A.  H.  84,  to  an  entry  under 
date  of  February  20  1906  R.  Fleming  Parker,  drawer,  in  favor 

-to  ?  ,v  ,, ‘ >ur<i.  payable  on  or  before  five  years  “paid  sold 

•>1<  to  Mrs.  (  ranter.  $500;  five  per  cent.”  I  ask*  you  if  that  is  the 

note  to  which  you  referred  in  your  cross-examination  when 

tfjsr  bv  vour 

-ei^raechSry  o  •:  ^  a 

copied  m.o'.he  rSord"'  e""r<‘  'me  <>Vi,,enCe’  *nd  “k  th«*  h  ** 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial,  irrelevant  and  as  not 
being  redirect  examination. 

wit  The  °ffer  m  eVidenCe  i?  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to- 


Date. 


Drawer. 


In  favor  of 


Feb.  26,  1906.  R.  Fleming  Parker .  p  j  jjurcj 


When  payable. 


When  due. 


Time. 

On  or  before  five  vears. 


Paid,  Sold  to  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Remarks. 

Five  per  cent.” 


Amount. 

500 


0,1  „  O.  o.  Claxtox,  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  testi- 

hed  that  he  was  employed  bv  The  Washington  T  1  a 

“non  \f>mpaw'  H  c!erk  in,  charse  of  pass  books?  The  address 
1800  Massachusetts  Avenue”  on  Exhibit  46  is  in  m„  k  ,'q  ■? 

and  I  also  affixed  the  stamp  “May  10,  1909”  as  showing  the  day  *1 
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mailed  it.  I  addressed  the  envelope,  enclosed  the  cancelled  checks 
with  the  pass  hook,  and  placed  it  in  the  box  for  mailing. 

On  cross-examination,  the  witness  stated  that  he  had  no  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  mailing  of  the  hook  aside  from  the  card;  that  he  prob¬ 
ably  mailed  as  many  as  1000  pass  books  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

“mailed’’  is  in  Mr.  Meem’s  handwriting,  as  are  the  figures 
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(I'or  Exhibits  2-13  see  Page  138  of  Record.) 

1)ept.  of  State,  Oct.  18/07. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  Your  letter  just  received.  And  as  1  told  you 
1  will  always  gladly  give  you  all  the  information  that  I  can  about 
vour  Grandfather. 

\es  he  has  had  a  writing  as  he  calls  it  from  Mary  (Mrs.  S)  and 
they  have  also  been  doing  quite  a  little  visting  back  and  forth,  for 
m\  daughter  is  with  me  now  and  says  that  Mrs.  Schafer  came  there 
to  my  Apartment  on  Thursday  and  walked  right  in  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  any  one  to  answer  the  bell,  which  Jessie  and  I  both  thought 
was  taking  a  great  privilege  and  I  told  him  just  how  I  felt  about 
it,  and  felt  like  writing  her  to  the  same  effect,  as  something  has 
changed  him  very  much  of  late,  for  when  he  is  running  to  her 

o  y  ttle  to  say  to  me,  so  has  told  me  nothing  of  his 
change  of  plans  after  death.  And  the  first  that  I  heard  of  a  Codicil 
to  his  Will  was  I  think,  Thursday  at  dinner  when  he  asked  me  if 
Jessie  my  self  and  my  servant  girl  would  sign  a  Codicil  to  his  will. 
Jessie  and  I  laughed  and  said  that  we  would  if  he  would  let  us  read 
it,  but  lie  flew  up  and  said  I  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind,  so  we  signed 
and  said  nothing  more,  but  T  don’t  think  Doctor  that  you  need  give 
vour  self  any  uneasiness  about  it  being  changed  very  much  as  it  was 
quite  short,  and  when  T  asked  him  what  it  was  for,  he  said  that  you 
wanted  him  to  make  some  little  change  in  case  of  your  death,  and 
then  I  didn’t  say  any  more  for  I  thought  of  course  that  you  had 
directed  him  just  what  to  do,  and  T  didn’t  know  but  what  he  had 
sent  it  back  to  you. 

Doctor  if  you  had  given  me  the  slightest  hint  of  what  you  wished 
him  to  do  about  it  I  think  that  T  might  have  persuaded  him,  but 
not  knowing  of  course  I  didn’t  bother  after  him.  Why  don’t  you 
just  gi\  e  Mrs.  S  to  understand  a  few  things  about  her  writing 
him  such  letters  from  Mary  for  you  know  that  she  wouldn’t  want 
her  boarders  to  know  that  she  does  any  thing  like  that. 

She  told  him  in  this  last  one  that  he  must  go  to  St.  Charles  this 
spring. 

How  is  Mrs.  Hurd?  Give  her  my  love  and  tell  her  to  kiss  the 
babies  for  me. 

Let  me  know  if  you  wish  me  to  say  anv  any  thing  about  the  Will 
to  him. 

T  am, 

e  your  friend.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

P.  S. — Please  excuse  this  as  I  am  writing  during  office  hours  and 
being  interrupted  so  much. 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  3. 


Dept,  of  State,  Dec.  12/07. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  Your  note  rec’d.  1  had  quite  a  long  talk  with 
him  the  same  night,  so  he  promised  me  that  lie  would  write  you  the 
next  day  and  tell  you  that  it  would  be  all-right,  and  last  night 
when  I  got  home  1  asked  him  if  he  had  written  to  you,  and  what 
he  told  you,  and  lie  said  that  he  wrote  you  that  he  would  send  you 
$500  on  the  first  and  the  other  five  hundred  a  little  later  on.  And 
this  morning  I  had  another  little  talk  with  him,  so  1  think  by  the 
first  of  Jan.  you  will  get  your  whole  thousand.  You  can  depend 
on  it  that  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  I  will  keep  at  him. 

I  tell  you  Doctor  I  think  it  is  more  talk  in  him  than  any  thing 
else  just  to  see  what  you  will  say.  He  said  last  night  that  he 
guessed  he  would  change  his  boarding  house  and  go  some 
513  place  where  he  could  get  it  cheaper.  Now  what  do  you  think 
of  that?  Hut  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  him,  and  don’t 
you  either  for  I  will  keep  the  Thousand  fresh  in  his  mind.  You 
might  drop  me  a  line  and  let  me  know  if  you  would  rather  have  it  a'l 
at  one  time  or  if  you  want  him  to  send  five  Jan.  and  the  other  five 
the  next  month — and  then  I  will  know  just  how  to  talk  to  him. 

With  love  and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Hurd  and  the  children. 

Yours  truly, 

™  '  L.  K.  CRAMER. 

‘r lease  excuse  haste.” 


Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  4. 

Dept,  of  State.  Oct.  28/08. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  Your  very  kind  letter  was  received  hist  week 
and  waited  to  see  just  when  Ford  would  he  in  X.  Y.  before  I  wrote 
you.  Ford  leaves  here  Thursday  morning.  In  case  you  hear  of 
any  thing  you  can  drop  him  a  note  to  74  W.  85th  st.  ’  He  will  be 
with  Jessie. 

Ford  will  go  see  Mr.  Porter  though  his  letter  to  vour  Grandfather 
was  not  very  encouraging.  It  read  as  if  he  didn’t  care  to  be 
bothered,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  had  to  ask  it  of  him,  but  you  know 
Doctor  that  all  young  men  of  the  present  day  and  of'  the  past 
have  relied  on  the  help  of  successful  men  for  their  first  chance  to 
make  their  way  in  the  world. 

Your  Grand  Father  has  a  new  lease  on  life  since  his  visit  to  you. 
he  is  feeling  fine  and  keeps  quite  good  matured  considering 

ire  got  a  notion  last  night  that  he  wanted  to  go  in  a  large  board¬ 
ing  house,  but  I  know  the  cause  for  it  all,  he  had  been  over  to 
Schafers,  but  I  talked  him  out  of  it  after  a  hard  struggle  I  am 
glad  that  he  doesn’t  see  much  of  her. 

T  saw  Reed’s  little  picture  it  is  too  cute  for  anv  thing  and  how  be 
does  grow. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  TTurd  and  the  Raby  are  doing  so 
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nicely.  Doctor  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  aiding 
h  ord  to  get  something  to  do  for  1  feel  sure  that  it  is  only  through 
you  that  Mr.  Porter  will  take  an  interest. 

With  best  wishes  to  you  and  Mrs.  Hurd.  1  am, 

Sincerely, 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

“Please  excuse  haste  &  paper.  This  is  supposed  to  be  official. 


Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  5. 

State  Dept.,  Nov.  9/08. 

M\  Dear  Doctor:  \our  very  kind  letter  received.  I  am  very  sorry 
to  hear  that  your  Grandfather  has  been  worrying  you  with  his  mean 
letters  again.  That’s  right  don’t  answer  him  about  his  meanness, 
just  let  him  go,  for  1  gave  it  to  him  good  yesterday.  He  has  been 
too  ugly  for  any  thing  for  the  last  week  or  so.  I  first  asked  him 
when  he  was  going  to  send  you  your  present — on  Xmas  or  New 
\ear;  he  said  I  am  not  going  to  send  it  at  all,  then  I  told  him  unless 
he  intended  to  do  the  right  thing  by  you  and  Mr.  Byron  that  1  did 
not  intend  to  look  after  him.  I  said  why  Mr.  Hurd  I  am  ashamed 
of  vou  even  thinking  of  treating  Lee  like  that,  it  should  be  a  great 
pleasure  for  you  to  give  it  to  him  while  you  are  living  to  see  them 
enjoy  it.  I  finally  got  around  him  by  telling  him  what  a  nice 
little  surprise  it  would  be  for  you  and  Mrs.  Hurd  to  get  the 
014  check  on  Xmas  morning,  and  how  .you  would  tell  all  your 
i  •  .  that  lie  sent  it,  then  the  tears  came  in  his  eves  and 

lie  smd  nil  right-  that  will  be  nice.  I  will  send  it  for  Xmas'. 

Please  tell  Mrs.  Hurd  that  I  shall  insist  on  him  adding  some  thing 
extra  for  the  little  ones’  tree,  it  is  no  more  than  he  should  do  and 

don  t  give  yourself  any  uneasiness  over  it,  for  vou  will  surelv  get 
it  if  he  is  with  me.  J  H 

Ford  writes  me  that  he  goes  to  work  with  Mr.  Porter’s  friend  to¬ 
day  and  I  do  trust  that  he  will  get  along  in  the -business.  Thank- 

mg  you  most  heartily,  for  this  kindly  net.  With  best  love  to  Mrs 
Hurd  and  the  little  ones, 

I  am, 

Most  gratefully  yours, 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


Exhibit  A.  H,  No.  6. 

State  Dept.,  Nov  14/08. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Hurd:  Just  a  line  to  let  vou  know  that  both  Mr 
Hurd  and  my  self  are  very  well.  I  understand  from  Doctor  that 
Mr.  Hurd  has  been  writing  his  stingy  hard  up  letters  again,  which 
I  have  given  him  an  awful  lecturing  for  and  he  now  feels  verv 
kindly  to  both  Mr.  Byron  and  the  Doctor.  I  didn’t  know  a  thing 
of  it  until  the  Doctor  wrote  me  about  it.  I  made  him  say  that  he 
would  send  Dr.  his  money  on  Xmas  instead  of  New  Year  and  I 
27— 2483a 
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shall  also  insist  that  he  sends  something  for  the  children.  He  may 
as  well  let  them  enjoy  a  little  of  it  while  he  is  here  to  see  and  know 
it.  1  talked  to  him  with  tears  in  my  eyes  and  shamed  him  for 

being  so  mean,  (now  look  at  this,  got  the  paper  upside  down  in 
.such  a  hurry.) 

I  told  him  that  1  would  not  keep  him  in  my  house,  or  turn  my 
hand  to  wait  on  him  unless  he  did  the  right  thing  by  Mr.  Bvron 
1  1)01  i  I  am  talking  to  him. 

He  was  acting  mean  and  ugly  around  the  house  for  a  week  or 
so  before  I  heard  from  the  Doctor,  and  on  the  first,  kept  out  five 
dollars  on  his  board,  so  1  waited  for  two  or  three  days  and  told 
him  I  wanted  it.  lie  said  I  haven't  got  it,  and  when  lie  did  give 
it  to  me,  he  turned  his  back  and  took  it  from  a  big  roll,  so  vou 

need  not  think  that  be  is  hard  up.  he  only  has  one  of  his  devilish 
spells  on  him. 

He  insisted  on  me  reading  vour  letter  last  night,  then  I  gave  it 
to  him  again.  I  asked  him  what  lie  wrote  to  Mr.  Byron  but  he 
wouldn’t  tell  me.  I  said  what  do  you  want  to  write  like  that  for. 
and  lie  said  oh  just  to  see  what  they  will  say.  He  is  always  telling 
me  of  different  places  that  he  can  go  and  live,  and  only  yesterday 
he  said  he  was  going  to  see  the  Woman  that  once  lived  in  the  same 
boarding  house  with  him,  to  see  if  she  didn’t  want  him  to  board 
with  them,  she  is  now  married.  I  told  him  that  lie  might  get  more 
than  boarding— that  he  might  get  his  old  head  knocked  off.  He 
said  last  night  that  he  didn  t  see  her  so  I  guess  he  thought  over 
what  I  told  him  and  decided  to  stav  away. 

The  trouble  of  Mr.  Hurd  his  money  and  people  have  made  a  fool 
of  him  he  thinks  that  he  can  go  any  place  and  do  and  say  as  he 
pleases. 

The  Judge  came  on  last  week  just  for  a  day  and  don’t  you  know 
be  sat  in  the  parlor  the  whole  time  he  was  there,  we  had  to  step 
out  in  the  hall  to  have  a  few  private  words,  and  when  I  told  him 
about  it  he  flew  off  and  said  1  pay  my  board  and  will  go  where 
1  please,  he  said  1  always  sit  in  t lie  parlor  every  place  I  live, 
ol5  ha  ha  what  do  you  think  of  that?  Judge  and  I  had  a  good 
laugh  over  it. 

.Honestly  Mrs.  Ilurd  he  is  the  most  ag-r/vating  man  that  I  ever 
knew,  he  is  the  limit.  Doctor  was  so  kind  in  aiding  Ford  to  get 
something  to  do  that  I  shall  always  feel  indebted  to  him  and  any 
thing  that  I  can  do  or  say  to  his  Grandfather  in  his  favor  will  only 
be  a  great  pleasure  to  me. 

He  goes  around  looking  terrible,  too  darn  stingy  to  buy  a  suit _ 

well  there  is  one  consolation,  you  will  have  that  much  more  won’t 
you?  So  I  just  let  him  go. 

I  hope  I  ha\-n  t  said  too  much,  but  just  feel  as  if  vou  ought  to 
know.  ’ 

flow  is  my  little  girl  getting  along.  T  know  that  she  is  well 
and  happy  with  you  and  her  Grandpa. 

With  best  love  to  you  and  Leona  and  regards  to  Mr.  Bvron 
I  am  sincerelv.  J  * 

V  / 


LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

J 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  7. 


I)ept.  of  State,  Jan.  8/09. 


Dear  Doctor:  I  received  both  your  letters,  one  in  New  York  and 
the  other  one  here  yesterday. 

When  1  came  home  I  talked  with  him  about  what  you  wrote 
me.  At  first  he  was  determined  not  to  send  any  more,  so  I  have 
talked  with  him  every  night  about  it  and  he  finally  said  he  would 
send  it,  and  I  thought  that  he  had  already  done  so,  until  I  got 
vour  letter  yesterday,  and  when  I  got  home  last  night  I  bilked  to 
him  good,  so  he  said  that  he  would  sen?  it  to  you  for  sure  on  the 
6th  of  February,  when  one  of  the  notes  on  a  house  here  was  due 
at  that  time. 


He  is  just  to-  provoking  for  anything.  I  told  him  last  night 
to  buy  the  house  that  you  now  live  in  and  then  he  wouldn’t  have 
to  send  you  that  every  year.  Tie  seemed  to  take  quite  an  interest 
in  talking  about  it.  T  told  him  that  it  was  a  sin  for  you  to  pay 
out  so  much  for  rent  when  he  could  buy  it  for  you  and  let  you 
save  that  every  month.  T  will  not  say  any  more  to  him  about  the 
house  until  you  get  your  five  hundred  out  of  him.  Be  sure  to  let 
me  know  if  he  does  not  send  it  on  the  6th  of  Feb. 

With  love  to  Mrs.  TTurd  and  the  children  and  mv  very  best  wishes 
to  you. 

Sincerely  vours, 


L.  R.  CRAMER. 


Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  8. 

Dept,  of  State,  Jan.  15/09. 

My  Dear  Doctor.  Your  letter  rec’d.  Yes  I  made  him  put  the 
check  in  the  envelope  right  in  front  of  me.  He  told  me  that  this 
party'  had  payed  him  or  rather  he  let  it  slip,  then  I  got  after  him 
to  send  it  to  you  at  once.  Poor  old  soul  he  means  to  do  all  right 
by  you  only  lie  gets  a  stingy  streak  every  little  while,  he  is  always 
talking  about  Lee,  he  is  both,  very  fond  and  proud  of  you. 

Now  Doctor  about  you  making  a  change,  you  can  do  so  with  safety 
as  far  as  I  know  now  as  I  have  decided  to  remain  in  Office  until 
Ford  is  far  enough  advanced  to  be  self  supporting,  he  is  still  going 
to  night-school  and  has  to  have  books,  and  as  you  know  one  can’t 
do  much  with  $10  a  week  in  New  York  City. 

I  have  had  a  very  nice  promotion  since  my  return  so  will  hold 
the  fort  for  a  while  longer,  at  least  until  I  see  how  Ford  makes  out. 

Don’t  you  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  me  to  do 
516  so?  For  the  next  365  days  T  shall  talk  you  having  a  home 
to  the  old  Gent. 

With  best  wishes  to  vou  and  Mrs.  Hurd, 

%J  7 

I  am, 

Sincerely, 


L.  R.  CRAMER. 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  9. 


State  Dept.,  Jan.  7/10. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  Moth  your  letters  received.  I  have  tried  in 
every  way  to  Ret  your  Grandfather  to  send  your  usual  amount,  but 
a.  .vet  have  not  been  successful,  though  he  may  send  it  yet.  You 
know  how  stubborn  he  can  l>e.  I  saw  him  writing  a  check  this 
morning  and  asked  if  he  was  sending  Doctor  the  balance  of  his 
money.  He  said  No  I  am  not  and  it’s  nobodiV*  business  either, 
I  have  sent  him  all  I  intend  to  send  him. 

T,  !,ske(i  hi.ni  he  !et  on  that  he  had  sent  the  whole 
thousand,  but  when  1  pm-ed  him  down  so  closelv  he  «aid  it  was 

T'l'.rp?  bUt  kee,)  :,t  him  the  of  this  month. 

Go  Sen  lie  IT  ,oM  ■Von  -°f  Forf?  W^ntment  here  under 
f-rn  '  l  V^i  r  'l  "  V?I'  , ' nce  When  I  asked  vour 

lpj  •.  h;,kf  Ihe  sa'<1  ,hev  'vere  n°t  sent  to  me  but  to  him. 
e  had  quite  a  laugh  on  him  when  he  saw  the  size  of  them. 

I  thank  von  and  Mrs.  TIurd  so  much  and  am  ven-sorrv  T  did 

not  know  that  you  had  sent  them.  With  best  wishes  to  vou  and 
Mrs.  Hurd,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerelv, 

%>  / 

L.  R.  C. 

Exhibit  A.  IT.  No.  10. 

State  Dept.,  Jan.  28/10. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  I  had  a  long  talk  with  your  Grandfather  last 
mght  in  vour  behalf.  1  knew  that  lie  had  received  a  letter  from  vou 

,  •  jln?  ,le  <i!lv'  kul  "  I'en  I  asked  him  when  he  heard  from  vou  he 
said  oh  abouttwo  weeks  ago.  T  said  hav-n't  you  sent  Doctor  his  check 

or  denvT  '  o  if  “l U>'"  '"V’"'"  ;l,ffnirs-  so  would  neither  affirm 

or  deny  it  so  if  he  has  sent  it  T  am  glad,  and  if  lie  has  not  T  pave 

him  a  good  talking  to  which  mav  do  some  good 

He  said  they  arc  welcome  to  it  after  T  am  dead.  Did  vou  ever 
knrm  of  any  one  quite  so  contrary?  he  is  perfectly  well  and  looks 

.  /  !U‘"  r  mentioned  what  you  told  me  of  his  going  to  vou  neither 

ra? "  “  ™v  . . . .  ■”»  ^"»if-.b„  st 

Yours  sincerely,  ’  T>.  R.  CRAMER. 

cor,"ei-  <it  top  of  letter:)  Let  me  know  if  there  is  any¬ 
thing  that  I  can  do  for  you  hv  talking  to  him.  J 

Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  11. 

rs  vi  u  i  *  kSTATE  Dep’t,  Feh.  26/10. 

Dear  Mrs.  Hurd;  I  am  very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  of  dear  littlo 

Re\VAll1»  neS?*  an<  tnuSt  !Ilat.he  if8  very  much  better  now. 

Mell.  we  are  not  having  it  any  too  pleasant  here  with  this  old 

man,  he  is  the  limit,  positively,  too  contrary  to  live  and won’tdle 
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He  worried  the  very  life  out  of  me  until  I  sent  for  my  doctor,  he 
made  an  examination  and  gave  him  medacine  for  Bronchial 
51/  Catarrh,  with  other  treatment  for  his  head  and  ear,  which 
has  done  him  a  great  deal  of  good,  for  I  lost  the  time  from 
my  Office  to  attend  to  him.  He  positively  refused  to  pay  for  the 
syringe,  and  last  night  was  very  ugly  in  his  remarks  about  the 
Doctor  not  coming  to  see  him  any  more,  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
raue  a  Doctor  run  up  a  bill  on  him.  He  is  very  much  better  and  was 
out  for  quite  a  long  walk  yesterday,  his  cough  is  better  and  he 
doesn’t  expectorate  near  as  much  as  be  did. 

T  hope  he  has  sent  the  balance  of  Doctor’s  allowance,  for  he  can 
make  good  use  of  it  now  that  the  Baby  boy  is  so  sick,  he  has  been 
so  ugly  of  late  that  T  have  not  dared  to  mention  any  thing  to  him. 

W  ith  l>est  wishes  to  all  and  that  deaf  little  Reed  is  well  again,  I 
am, 

Yours  sincerely,  L.  R.  CRAMER. 


Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  12. 


The  De  Soto. 

My  Dear  Doctor:  I  came  home  Monday  and  attended  to  Mr. 
Hurd’s  trunk  at  once.  The  Expressman  refused  to  take  it  from 
Ford  as  it  was  not  locked,  and  he  had  gotten  no  orders  from  any  one 
give  the  trunk  up  as  he  did  not  receive  your  letter  until  noon. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Hurd  is  so  much  better,  please  remem¬ 
ber  us  to  him.  Hurriedly, 

Yours  sincerely,  L.  R.  CRAMER. 

Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  13. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  April  19/10. 

Dear  Mr.  Hurd:  I  have  had  a  visit  from  a  Mr.  McLean  who  said 
he  came  as  the  Attorney  of  Lee.  He  asked  me  many  questions 
about  your  life  and  acquaintances  here,  and  I  very  frankly  told  him 
that  those  were  matters  of  which  I  personally  knew  little  about,  as 
you  were  not  at  all  in  the  habit  of  talking  about  vour  private  affairs, 
being,  as  you  have  often  told  me,  perfectly  capable  of  attending  to 
your  own  business. 

Among  other  things  he  asked  me  about  some  notes  of  a  Mr«. 
Roach,  and  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  about  your  personal 
business,  which  of  course  T  do  not,  nor  did.  T  consider  it  right  to 
you  that  I  should  tell  him  that  you  had  put  in  my  hands  an  enve¬ 
lope  containing  the  notes,  which  had  on  it  in  your  own  handwriting 
“Satisfaction  of  Roach  Mortgage  and  Mortgage,  her  Address  is  1363 
Euclid  st. 

T  have  balanced  the  Roach  account  on  my  account  book,  showing 
it  is  all  paid,  so  Byron  or  Lee  won’t  look  after  that. 

When  they  have  paid  all  the  notes  then  give  them  the  Satisfac¬ 
tion  and  Mortgage.  Lee  some  time  ago  wrote  me  that  you  would 
give  him  no  information  about  those  notes,  and  as  you  asked  me 
not  to  tell  any  body  that  T  had  them,  there  was  nothing  for  me  to 
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do  but  to  keep  quiet  in  regard  to  them  and  as  1  have  no  desire  at  all 
to  >e  lnvohed  in  any  family  misunderstanding,  will  you  please  let 
me  know  at  once  \\  1 1  <i t  I  shall  do  with  them — shall  I  consider  them 
as  a  gift  from  you,  and  keep  them  or  shall  I  return  them  to  you? 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  do  as  you  say  in  the  matter. 

T  am  hurt  and  disappointed  that  you  have  not  written  to  me. 
telling  me  how  you  are,  as  I  cannot  help  feeling  an  interest  in  your 
condition.  Trusting  to  hear  from  you  at  once,  and  that  vou  are 
real  strong  again, 

Yours  sincerely.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 
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Plaintiff’s  Exhibit  No.  14. 
(See  p.  188  of  Record.) 


Mar.  11,  1910. 


Dated,  S.  D.  Wash’n,  D.  C.,  11.  ' 

To  Dr.  T^e  M.  TTurd.  15  E.  48  St. 

Your  Grandfather  Cannot  live  Day  Through.  Come  at  once. 

.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

1014  A 
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Plaintiff's  Exhibit  No.  15. 
(See  p.  153  of  Record.) 


Washington,  Feb.  23,  1910. 

Dear  Lee:  Yours  of  the  20th  received  dun-ing  me  for  some 
money.  I  wrote  you  some  time  ago  saying  that  all  the  money  that 
had  in  the  bank  was  Just  three  hundred  and  seventy  two  dollars 
and  fifty  c/nts  $372.50  and  that  is  Just  what  I  have  in  there  now 
l  he  farmers  have  not  paid  in  one  dollar  Since  I  have  alwavs  let 
them  pay  when  it  was  the  most  convenient  for  them  to  do  so  and 
that  is  no  more  money  than  I  want  for  mv  own  convenience  and  I 
don  t  propose  to  g()  short.  I  am  expecting  every  dav  to  hear  that 
>ome  one  has  paid  me  some  money  and  when  thev  do  that  will  be 
time  enough  for  you  to  hear  from  me.  I  have  Just  received  a  letter 
from  your  father  saying  about  the  same  thing  that  you  do  about 
Reed  on  ley.  he  thinks  the  chances  for  him  to  live  is  less  than  vou 
do  and  1  think  it  will  he  a  nniW  if  he  does  live.  Poor  little  fellow : 
mu  you  will  miss  him  if  he  don’t  survive.  1  have  been  through 
those  experiences.  They  air  awful  after  we  get  so  we  love  them  so  de- 

j  ^  nt*  me  every  day  for  T  shal-  be  anxious  about  Reed. 

\N  ith  Love  From  Gramp. 
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520  Plaintiff’s  Exhibit  No.  16. 

(See  p.  163  of  Record.) 

Last  Will  and  Testament  of - . 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen, 

I,  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  of  Washington,  L).  C.,  being  of  sound  mind, 
memory  and  understanding,  considering  the  certainty  of  death  and 
the  uncertainty  of  the  time  thereof,  and  being  desirous  to  settle 
my  worldly  affairs,  and  thereby  be  the  better  prepared  to  leave  this 
world  when  it  shall  please  the  Almighty  to  call  me  hence,  do  there¬ 
fore  make  and  publish  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  that  is  to  say : 

First,  and  principally,  I  commit  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  and  my  body  to  the  earth,  to  be  decently  buried  at  the 
discretion  of  my  executor  hereinafter  named;  and  my  Will  is,  that 
all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of  mv 
estate,  as  soon  after  my  decease  as  shall  be  found  convenient ; 

Second,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  My  Son  Byron  L.  Hurd 
Two  thousand  dollars  and  one  hundred  dollars  each  month  during 
his  natural  life  out  of  the  proceeds  of  My  Estate.  I  give  the  Sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars  to  Walter  R.  Ross  of  st  Charles  Minnesoto 
it  is  my  wish  that  all  legacies  herebefore  given  Shal  take  date  from 
the  day  of  the  probate  of  this  will  and  shal  be  paid  within  twelve 
Months  from  Same  period  with  interest  untill  paid  at  Six  per  cent 
all  the  rest  and  residue  of  My  Estate  real  and  pursonal,  and  mixed 
whatsoever  it  May  be  and  whatsoever  it  may  consist  I  give  to  My 
Grand  Son  Lee  M.  Hurd  and  to  his  heirs  forever  I  hereby  revoke 
me  maid  at  any  time  herebefore  and  whoever  attemps 
to  break  this  will  it  shall  debar  them  from  any  interest  in  my  Estate, 
now  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  My  Grand  Son  before  my  death 
then  I  direct  that  one  half  of  my  estate  go  to  My  Son  Byron 

521  L.  Hurd,  and  one  half  to  my  Grand  Sons  Lee  M.  Hurds 
children  and  1  appoint  My  Grand  Sons  wife  Guardian  for 

the  children. 

I  appoint  My  Grand  Son  Executor  of  me  Estate  without  Bail  Lee 
M.  Hurd. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
Fourteenth  day  of  Septembur  nineteen  hundred  and  eight. 

FENTON  J.  HURD.  Tseal.] 

Then  and  there  signed  and  published  by  Fenton  J.  Hurd  the 
testator  as  and  for  his  last  will  in  the  presence  of  us  who  at  his  re¬ 
quest  in  his  presents  and  in  the  presents  of  each  other  have  hereunto 
set  our  names  as  witnesses. 

BENJAMIN  ARTIE,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ROBERT  LAWSON,  Washington,  D.  C. 

JAS.  CLYDE  WILSON,  Washington,  D.  C. 


1 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  20. 
(See  p.  197  of  Record.) 


October  16,  1907. 

Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Grandpa  lias  been  getting  letters  from 
u  medium  (Mrs.  S.).  lie  was  all  for  being  cremated  while  here, 

lnst™.c(ll0n*’  ,etc-  T].,en  *<’<>' 1  as  he  got  back  he  laid  a 

•rim  I  l  TL*1?’  by,  medlui‘»  stating  that  he  should  not  lie 
i  remated.  This  shows  the  way  the  wind  is  blowing. 

Now  when  he  was  over  here  he  was  after  me  until  I  made  a  will 

eat  ing  what  may  come  to  me  from  him  to  Violet  in  case  1  died 

first  so  I  did  but  lus  will  was  no  good  in  case  1  died  first  so  told  him 

all  his  owVToifgT  ^  Wnte  "  C<MliCi‘  fiXinK  thingS  l"  “»  Violet, 

-So  he  had  me  send  liis  will  to  him  and  to  dav  I  get  u  letter  statino 
he  has  put  codicil  on  will  and  sent  it  to  Ross  at  St.  Charles  with 
instructions  to  take  it  immediately  to  a  Probate  Judge  on  hearinu 
?  hj,s  and  probating  it.  (F.  .1.  does  not  b,™  ! 

l-e  probated  until  the  heirs  consent).  You  see,  some  one  has  Cu 

v,o  ,fllIenci"g  V"1  an<1  1,0  has  done  something  he  is  ashamed  to 
o23  let  me  see.  It  puts  my  father  and  I  in  the  place  of  going  to 

him  favors  fr  "  • n  "0.*  sct'ns  to  kl10"'  much  about  and  asking 

“it  sir  ™  ■"  •**  -  <•>-*  >••• 

It  makes  little  difference  just  what  he  luw  rlmm  t  •  i 
wouhl  write  me  immediately' ins,  what  von  *«,„  find  ,  1  W1S''  y°U 
i  ours  smcerelv, 

llo  Mason  St.,  Greenwich,  Conn.  Lkk  M.  HURD. 

. .  -  »'«■  ■ 

L.  M.  II. 

Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  21. 

(See  p.  200  of  Record.) 

October  21,  1907. 

lamationEAR  CRAMER :  Many  thanks  for  the  President’s  Proc- 
ply ;daevfii.dia eicr tuucteTn , ‘ ba^  'T  **?■**?  haS  hee” 

much  longer.  He  has  an  idea  money  i  God  but  it  don’t 

to  be  here.  *  VTOa>  ,)Ut  n  don  t  happen 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  MAIDMENT  HURD. 
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524  Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  23. 

(See  p.  202  of  Record.) 

December  9,  1907. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  F.  J.  is  got  another  miser  streak  on 
because  Ross  wrote  him  business  was  slow  in  the  West,  lie  seems  to 
be  doing  everything  possible  to  break  his  promise  and  leave  me  in 
a  hole  this  fall.  I  wish  you  would  see  what  you  can  do  with  him. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 


Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  22. 

(See  p.  201  of  Record.) 

December  14,  1907. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  I  thank  you  for  talking  to  Grand 
rather  1  don  t  think  there  is  much  danger  of  his  leaving  von 
but  it  he  does  wire  me  and  there  will  he  something  doing.  ‘ 

I  fear  Mrs.  Schaffer’s  bad  influence  over  him  more  than  anything 

v  luv  • 

My  Aunts  from  Saratoga  stopped  over  in  Washington  to  sav  a 
few  words  that  they  might  not  have  a  chance  again  to  say,  but  they 

write  it  made  no  impression.  It  was  in  regard  to  his  being  a  little 
more  liberal  with  his  son. 

Regarding  my  thousand  it  does  not  make  much  difference  how  I 
ge  it  only  as  lie  has  changed  his  mind  about  every  week  the  sooner 
i  get  it  the  sooner  he  can  have  something  else  to  devil  about 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  efforts  to  keep  him  straight 
and  it  you  need  our  help  you  will  get  it. 

Mrs.  Hurd  sends  her  remembrance.  The  children  are 
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well. 


Yours  sincerely. 


L.  M.  HURD. 


Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  24. 


(See  p.  204.  Record.^ 


nrKJL  iu,  iwo. 

My  Dear  Mrs  Cramer:  How  is  Grand  Father  getting  on’  Ts 

he  get  ing  any  more  cranky?  The  Porters  s,id  vou  /ere  about 

p®,lel’ce  bu(  as  ,helr  information  may  come  through  the 

an  ut  nUVM  JTh  We,Rh‘k  ,His  ‘o  me  are  ven- pleas- 

ant  but  think  he  is  at  it  again  with  his  son.  '  1 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  over  the  grip. 

Yours  sincerely. 


28— 2483a 


LEE  M.  HURD. 
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Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  25. 


(See  p.  208  of  Record.) 

March  17,  1910. 

Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Grand  Father  got  tired  of  the  Hospital 
and  wanted  to  go  hack  to  your  apartment  hut  I  told  him  vou  were 
in  New  i  ork  and  lord  s  wife  could  not  take  care  of  him  and  as  he 
was  almost  himself  again  he  came  on  home  with  me  lie  i«  strong 
enough  to  walk  off  train  and  get  up  until  we  made  him  go  (to 
hed  and  I  hope  to  keep  him  with  us  so  please  forward  his  mail 
here  to  Greenwich,  Conn.  Father  tells  me  that  vou  think  the  flv 
.  trained  nurse  that  took  care  of  him  got  the  ‘money  away  from 
•>_<  him  last  summer.  I  wish  you  would  write  me  what  vou  know 
about  the  matter.  She  certainly  was  a  queer  one 
I  hope  your  nerves  are  better. 

Yours  sincerely, 

LEE  M.  HURD. 
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Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  26. 


[See  p.  208  of  Record.] 

i,  ..  Jan.  29,  1910. 

Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  The  letter  he  received  asked  him  to  send 
me  the  balance  as  he  had  promised  and  he  would  feel  (setter  He 
wrote  me  I  was  dreaming. 

with  Vou*  ,le  llkes  ’'or,*’s  "i,e  'ery  much  and  thinks  he  will  stay 

I  think  you  better  keep  talking  to  him.  Shame  him  for  being 
so  miserly. 

Yours  sincerely 

LEE  M.  HURD. 
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Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  27. 


[See  p.  209  of  Record.] 

A\  1  ear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Grand  Father's  books  are  in  such  poor 
shape  I  cannot  make  much  out  of  them  and  he  won't  tell  me  a.n-- 
tlnng  says  he  cannot  remember  and  1  think  some  of  the  women 
\ oil  mentioned  to  me  ifiav  have  gotten  some  of  his  money  While 
in  Washington  I  spoke  about  it  to  my  friend  Mr.  McLean  and  he 
said  he  would  help  me  try  and  trace  it.  I  wish  you  would  drop 
n  and  see  lmn  and  tell  him  what  vou  know  about  these  women 
my  Grand  Father  might  have  given  monev. 

I  have  written  Mr.  McLean  today  that  you  will  be  in  to  see  him 

Trusted'  h,m  "ha‘  y°U  knmv-  Mr  "•  D-  MvLean  Unio": 

Yours  sincerely 

%/ 

p  q  •  i  n  .  LEE  M.  HURD. 

r.  o.  He  is  gradually  getting  stronger. 
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530  Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  28. 

[See  p.  278  of  Record.] 

Tuesday. 

Dear  Grandpa:  There  is  only  one  thing  I  want  to  say  and  that 
is  to  put  in  your  note  book  that  there  is  one  who  doesn’t  care  a 
straw  whether  you  die  off  or  not.  Dead  men’s  shoes  always  pinch, 
anyway,  so  it’s  a  poor  job  to  lay  around  waiting.  I  don’t  know 
where  you  got  the  notion  that  everyone  is  hoping  and  waiting  for 
you  to  pass  off,  but  it  certainly  is  a  very  curious  notion  and  its 
repeated  suggestion  on  your  part  is  still  more  so.  Hope  you  are 
wise  enough  to  get  it  out  of  your  head  soon. 

I  was,  of  course,  only  joking  about  your  asking  us  over  to  the 
Inauguration.  We  couldn’t  go  anyway,  as  I  am  busy  night  and 
da\  with  the  children  and  going  to  the  Dr.  for  mv  ki/u/ey  which 
is  giving  me  great  pain,  whenever  I  possibly  can  get  away,  and  Lee 
works  hard  and  couldn’t  leave. 

I  made  up  my  mind  when  I  came  into  the  family  I’d  try  to  do 
what  I  could  to  make  your  years  left  of  life  as  happy  as  was  in  my 
power,  but  \ou  think  I  want  your  money,  so  I’m  going  to  give  up. 
I’ve  got  a  double  deal  for  my  pains  so  nowT  I  don’t  care.  Even 
hist  summer  while  you  were  here,  you  wTere  writing  people  how  I 
had  some  one  to  look  after  the  baby  and  a  nurse,  etc.,  and  you 
knew  I  was  just  over  a  confinement  and  very  serious  summer. 
Same  old  story  of  costing  you  so  much  to  visit  your  grandson. 
Don’t  you  ever  think  anything  but  dollars  and  cents?  Don’t  for¬ 
get  to  make  a  note  of  it:  I  don’t  want  a  red  cent  from  you. 
odl  Give  it  to  the  others  who  are,  vou  sav,  anxious  to  have  vou 
go  off. 

Youngsters  all  well.  Anson  weighs  12%  pounds. 

Yours, 

VIOLET. 

Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  29. 

[See  p.  279  of  Record.] 

(Envepole  postmarked,  February  19,  1909.) 

Thursday. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Cramer:  Both  Dr.  and  I  sincerely  appreciate 
your  w’hole  souled  invitation  for  March  fourth,  but  I  simply  wrote 
to  Grandpa  that  it  was  awfully  nice  of  him  to  invite  us  over  for  the 
inauguration  and  he  wrote  me  a  nasty  short  letter  back  which  I 
answered  he  didn’t  tell  you  that  did  he?  I  guess  he  didn’t.  Well, 
anyway,  as  you  know  i  am  nurse  and  couldn’t  possible  get  awa\% 
and  Dr.  is  devoting  every  minute  to  work  so  you  can  readily  un¬ 
derstand  that  I  was  only  joking  in  wThat  I  wrote  Grandpa.  How¬ 
ever  any  other  Grandpa  wTould  have  invited  and  urged  us  to  come 
and  found  ample  accommodations  for  us  without  inconveniencing 
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l  llk,e  y°u-  Hf  makes  me  sick.  When  I  came  into 

the  family  I  thought  well  at  least  Grandpa  shall  have  one  staunch 

nend  in  me,  and  what  did  he  do?  Wrote  all  over  to  ,,eople  that 

J?®, m  "l’"  T’t&n  fast  Slr1’  e,c’  1111,1  'vouldn’t  be  convinced  other- 
^  1,11  Aunt  Fnllore  met  me  and  wrote  him.  All  because  mv 
-o.i  engagement  announcement  was  accompanied  by  my  picture. 

i  i  i  ov;erl0°ke<1  that  but  have  bad,  as  I  wrote  him.  a 
he  ™„t  e  i  ever  since.  Wrote  Mary  Betts  and  told  her  that 

visit  hi  ?dr  gi°  °  NX?’  soon  aSa,n  for  i(  him  too  much  to 
sf.;'  Grandson.  Of  course,  1  got  it  back  through  Porters,  and 

last  time  he  was  here,  he  said  “Girl  let  me  know  when  you  are 

ieadv  for  market  and  1 11  go  along.”  I  .said  “No,  you  won’t.  You 

hall  never  again  sav  it  costs  you  too  much  to  visit  your  Grandson.” 

'  but  I  insisted  and  almost  fell  over  when  he  said  “That 

than  fTZ! “TT/"  ,0°,long  a?yway”  I5ut  be  spent  less 
h\e  dollars  ^lnle  he  was  here  and  wrote  to  people  saving  how 

nanv  nurses  I  had,  etc.  Anson  was  then  less  than  four  weeks  old 

£;rtr  lVr  r  f,rient  ^  y » 

im  die  If  lie  lived  and  did  as  all  Grandfathers  or  fathers  do 
and  slmuM  we  would  all  worship  him  and  he  wouldn’t  have  to 
think  everybody  was  waiting  for  him  to  die.  Must'be  great  to  be 
St  and  not  have  any  friends,  eh?  I’m  disgusted.  He’s  always 

vou'behMmof-''  ,lleu-,,,'ick  to  som,e  ««e-  I  don’t  care  how  strong 
.'Oil  light  into  him.  Wish  you  could  set  him  thinking 

thinbin'!* . ‘°  <  lnnk  yOU  for  y°ur  dear  sweet  kind  heartedness  in 
ttiinkingr  to  ask  us  as  your  guests,  and  were  there  a  possibility  of 

or  getting  away  there  is  nothing  we  would  enjoy  more  but  l‘ tell 

will  lvlve  trwf  youngsters  keep  me  busy  every  minute  and  so  we 
I  ha\e  to  dcfei  our  long  promised  visit  again. 

How  is  your  daughter?  I  hope  very  well  and  as  happy  as  she 

tile6  com  pan  v^hefore  ^  °"  the  way  to  being  President  of 

me  (ornpam  before  many  vears  too. 

Be  sure  to  run  up  to  see'  me  next  time  you  are  over  with  vour 
llucbter  and  Grandson.  We  would  be  delighted  and  I 

* ' '  Certain  Fenton.188  fa"  a"  °Ver  each  0,her  t0  en‘ 

invitotion"  ***'  "ish<*  1"'<1  agai"  sincerest  ‘banks  for  your 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

r-»  i  4l  .  ,  L.  VIOLET  HURD 

r ebruary  the  eighteenth. 


, 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  38. 


[See  p.  487  of  Record.] 
Satisfaction  of  Mortgage. 


™'“l  hv  Mary  R.  Calliarine  M'!  £.3, 
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Fent0"  J-  Hurd  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
f<*  the  City  of  Washington  D.  C.  State  of  Meriland 
in  Hook  i<  *8  of ^  Mortgages  on  Folio  page  230  on  the  13  day  of 
Febniary,  A  D.  1J03,  at  12:01  o'clock  —  minutes  P.  M.,  is  with 
t  e  indebtedness  described  in  and  secured  by  said  Mortgage/ fully 
riand  And  the  Register  of  Deeds  of  said  County  is 

tho  v}  <l”tl‘orize(J  aiul  directed  to  discharge  said  Mortgage  upon 
the  record  thereof  according  to  the  statute  in  such  case  provided. 

thiJ  9^h>tIini0nyr  he.ye(,,f’  J.  ha''e  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
this  25th  day  of  April  A.  D.  1909. 

FENTON  J.  HURD.  [seal.  | 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  Presence  of 
SAMUEL  V.  LEECH. 

CAMILLO  N.  MACHINEK,  M.  I). 

District  of  Columbia. 

bounty  of  Columbia,  m: 

On  this  27th  day  of  April  A.  I).  1909  before  me  personally  ap. 

1  .eared  Fenton  J.  Ihird  to  me  known  to  be  the  person  described  in 
.md  who  executed  the  foregoing  instrument,  and  acknowledged 
that  lie  executed  the  same  as  his  free  act  and  deed. 

rsEAL*l  CHARLES  C.  LAMBORN, 

Uv  .  .  _  Notary  Public. 

-M\  commission  expires  July  28,  1909. 
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Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  40. 
[See  p.  492  of  Record.] 


St.  Charles,  Minx.,  March  8",  1910.  No.  — . 

Citizens’  State  Bank,  St.  Charles,  Minn. 

l.°.  L  R-  Cramer  or  Bearer  $350.00.  Three  hundred  and 
nftv  Dollars. 

F.  J.  HURD. 

Endorsed.  L.  R.  Cramer.  Laura  R.  Cramer. 


537  Plaintiff's  Exhibits  51  to  68. 

1101  K  St,  N.  W.,  • 
Washington,  Feb.  28 th,  '93. 

Dear  Son:  I  don't  know  as  I  have  ever  mentioned  it  to  vou  but 
in  case  any  thing  should  happen  to  me  you  will  find  a  mortgage 
here  in  my  favor  on  lot  A*  house  No.  1541  T  st.  N.  W.  amounting  to 
and  notes  to  compare  so  you  keep  this  or  put  the  discript  ion 
down  so  you  will  have -  We  have  the  l**t  medium  here  in  the 
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T  .th*1  }  exer  saw  and  y°ur  mother  and  the  niece  I  had  with 

•n.r]  f'  ,"'UH  COme  ,0  T  every  da-v  iin<1  "Ti|e  and  rsip  out  messages 
and  yesterday  your  mother  wrote  to  me  and  said  tell  Bvron  to  will 

that  Dvmond  Bing  to  l.ee  and  do  it  at  once  for  she  says  if  any  thine, 
should  happen  to  you  without  its  being  willed  to  him' that  he  would 
neier  get  it  and  she  wants  him  to  have  it  so  when  you  make  vmir 
mil  you  send  it  to  me  or  some  one  els-  or  to  Lee  she  said  some  other 
things  about  her  di-monds  but  no  mother  now  about  that 
ith  Love  From  Father. 

rm  Merriam  Park.  St.  Fai  l.  Juhj  8th,  ’95. 

My  Dear  Son:  Yours  of  a  few  days  since  rec’d  am  Sorry  to  hear 
you  have  got  hurt  and  the  man  and  horse  I  hope  voure  injuries  are 
not  serious  let  me  know  how  had  you  are  hurt  also  the  man  you 
can  t  he  to  careful  around  among  the  horses  and  mashienrv  and  you 
know  it  aint  good  for  you  to  heat  your  blood  of  course  it  is  good 
toi  you  to  be  out  and  work  and  see  to  things  and  there  is  plenty  for 
you  to  do  with  out  heating  yourself  such  as  raking  the  hav  and 
raking  after  the  waggon  it  is  a  pleasure  now  to  do  the  work  on  a 
farm  with  all  the  mashienry  to  what  it  was  when  I  used  to  farm  it 
as  then  I  used  to  mow  all  the  hay  with  a  sitlie  I  quit  farming  before 
they  had  mowing  mashien  and  I  can  t  see  as  there  is  any  nesesatv 
of  your  working  so  very  hard  and  riming  any  risk  of  getting  heated 
and  may  ruin  your  self  for  life  for  this  getting  very  rich  don’t 
ainount  to  much  we  don’t  live  here  yen-  long  a  plenty  is  just  as  well 
and  there  is  no  nesesatv  for  it  for  you  liave  only  yourself  and  Fannv 
to  look  after  for  T  will  see  to  Lee  and  when  you  get  vour  buildings 
and  the  farm  once  fixed  and  wont  have  to  liave  so  much  help  you 
can  live  easy  and  T  think  an  independant  farmars  life  is  the  happy  - 
est  life  in  this  world  you  have  no  clirks  to  look  after  to  see  whether 
theA  steel  your  money  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you  are  once  settled 
m  your  new  house  and  then  you  can’t  help  but  lie  happy  and  T  hope 
you  will  always  be  contended  there  and  if  Lee  should  not  want  t  - 
go  on  in  his  profession  on  account  of  jx>or  health  or  any  thing  els 
then  he  will  have  a  nice  home  to  come  where  he  would  be  happy 
for  he  likes  it  I  think  on  a  farm  as  every  think  he  touches  seams  to 
prosper  and  he  is  a  going  to  make  such  a  nice  man  it  is  a  great  com¬ 
fort  to  have  such  a  nice  boy  no  bad  habits  that  shows  what  a  good 
example  and  good  bring  up  done.  Mrs.  Clemants  of  Saratoga  said 
he  was  just  the  kind  of  boy  for  her  as  they  could  not  get  him  to 
drink  or  smoke  one  evening  when  he  was  at  their  house  or  at  the 
Hotel  one  can  be  proud  of  such  a  boy  and  an  other  thing  why 
there  is  no  nesesatv  of  your  working  so  very  hard  which  you  can 
not  do  with  safety  I  have  only  you  and  Lee  and  mv  property  i<  all 
in  mortgaged  and  is  in  nice  shape  and  brings  in  a  good  incom 
much  more  than  1  nead  as  my  wants  are  not  very  many  and  of 
course  my  property  is  increasing  pretty  fast  and  it  ain’t  likely  1 
slial  live  much  more  than  a  hundred  years  more  though  T  am  feel¬ 
ing  pretty  fine  and  may  hang  on  for  a  while  yet  but  there  is  one 
thing  that  you  can  be  sure  off  you  won’t  have  to  divide  mv  estate 
with  a  seekond  wife  no  matter  what  you  hear  that  matter  is  settled 
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in  my  mind  for  I  would  not  marry  the  best  woman  living  for  at  my 
age  men  get  cranky  and  it  ain’t  one  time  in  a  thousand  that  they 
live  happy  together  and  now  T  can  go  and  come  as  I  wish  to  no  one 
tc  ^  clo  you  so  although  I  admit  I  came  very  near  getting 

\ v.d f  int^)  a  muss  by  marrying  that  Mrs.  Smith  in  Washington 
and  1  believe  I  should  had  it  not  been  for  communications  that  I 
got  through  Blanche  Shafer  from  your  Mother  which  have  been 
many  she  told  me  things  about  her  which  I  investigated  and  fount 
they  wer  true  and  that  has  taken  all  the  marry  eoneeipt  out  of  m? 
and  I  am  happy  that  it  did  for  now  I  am  free  and  shal  keep  so  and 
I  enjoy  life  very  well  and  this  climate  I  find  suits  me  the  best  of 
any  place  I  go  to  but  think  I  will  spend  the  winters  in  Washington 
1  got  a  communication  from  your  mother  a  few  days  ago  she  said  she 
was  so  glad  you  had  gone  on  to  the  farm  and  said  it  was  what  she 
had  wanted  for  many  a  long  day  she  think  you  will  be  much  health- 
ever  there  and  I  think  so  to  when  you  once  get  settled  down  and 
have  every  thing  fixed  to  suit  you.  1  wrote  and  asked  Mr.  Olds  if 
the  Ilurd  farm  on  which  Kriebs  is  011  if  it  got  hit  by  the  hail  for 
T  was  quite  sure  it  did  as  it  was  in  the  line  of  the  storm  but  as  luck 
would  have  it  it  escaped  I  send  his  card  in  reply  and  says  there  is 
a  chance  to  make  a  loan  but  I  fear  it  is  to  heavy  a  loan  for  that 
farm  but  1  will  look  after  it  when  I  go  down  there  bv  and  by — 
Minnasota  if  nothing  happens  will  harvest  one  of  the  digest  crops 
that  a  state  ever  did  &  1  presume  my  collections  will  be  rather  heavy 
although  several  of  the  men  that  I  hold  mortgages  against  have  hail 
their  crops  distroid  and  will  have  to  let  things  so  over  so  that  may 
make  some  difference  well  I  guess  you  are  tired  of  reading  this 
ramholing  letter  so  will  close  let  me  know  how  badly  you  and  the 
man  is  hurt  and  when  you  will  get  into  your  house  I  will  bet  Fan 
will  feel  kute  when  she  gets  into  it — hope  to  hear  from  you  soon  with 
love  to  all 

From  Father. 

F.  J.  HURD. 

539  Merriam  Park,  St.  Paul,  May  31sf,  ’96. 

Dear  Son  :  1  wrote  you  the  18th  and  as  I  hear  nothing  from  you 
since  I  did  not  know  but  you  are  sick  but  suppose  you  have  been 
busy  getting  in  your  spring  crops  as  1  believe  it  has  not  been  as 
raney  there  as  here  we  have  had  lots  of  rain  in  this  country  and 
just  what  we  wer  in  nead  of  but  where  the  country  was  pretty  level 
it  has  been  to  wet  and  in  some  places  will  almost  loose  their  crop  hut 
arround  here  the  crops  are  looking  fine.  Frelove  is  going  home  this 
week  she  has  been  trying  to  sell  some  of  her  houses  but  says  she  can’t 
get  half  what  they  cost  her  so  will  keep  them  untill  the  times  are 
better  which  will  be  whin  the  Government  changes  hands  and  con¬ 
fidence  is  renewed  but  when  we  look  around  and  see  all  the  destruc¬ 
tion  by  siclones  and  fires  and  all  kinds  of  calamaties  we  ought  to  be 
thankful  that  it  is  as  well  with  us  as  it  is  and  be  happy  frul  told  me 
you  borrowed  one  thousand  of  her  well  that  is  just  the  wav  to  do  lhat 
is  just  what  I  used  to  do  it  is  better  to  have  it  in  one  place  that  to 
have  a  lot  of  little  accounts  arround  and  when  the  times  get  good 
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a  e,rr^V1X  ha  7’“tter-  1  llave  been  thinking  some  of  taking 
a  tnp  to  Saratoga  in  July  or  August  and  come  around  your  way 

but  I  may  diside  to  wate  later  and  take  in  your  place  Port  Henry 
Saratoga  and  N  Y.  on  ray  way  some  where  south  for  the  winte-  and 
then  I  will  see  Lee  for  I  don  t  think  I  have  seen  him  for  3  or  4 
vears  I  think  the  last  time  T  saw  him  was  at  Cleaveland’s  inaugura- 
jon.  I  am  so  thankful  every  day  of  my  life  that  I  did  noi  make 
the  great  mistake  of  my  life  which  I  came  very  near  doing  in  •  ot- 
mg  married  for  now  I  have  no  strings  on  me  no  one  to  say  whv^ do 
you  so  and  I  can  go  and  come  at  my  leasure. 

they  say  Lee  is  working  hard  if  so  he  will  enjoy  a  rest  a^d  it  will 
he  nice  to  have  him  come  home  to  you  for  a  while  and  you  can  he 
proud  of  him  he  is  such  a  nice  tempurate  hoy  and  he  is*  one  that  1 
think  he  advice  can  he  taken  to  advantage  I  get  letters  from  him 
occasionally  he  seams  to  be  delited  to  think  he  is  coming  borne  for 
a  rest  let  me  hear  from  you  occasional  and  how  vou^get  along, 
think  of  other  poor  |>eoples  missfortunes*  and  he  happv  that  it  i-  v< 
well  with  you  as  it  is.  With  love  to  all 
Truly  vours, 

W 

F.  J.  IflTHP. 

917  G.  St.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D<ic.  31*f,  '09. 

Dear  Byron  :  I  arrived  here  the  20th  and  I  wrote  to  Lee  at  vour 
place  and  gave  him  my  address  so  of  course  you  got  it  but  T  have 
no  doubt  but  what  you  got  the  chick  T  sent  you  from  St.  Charles. 

A  few  days  before  I  left  there  we  had  a  heavy  snow  storm  the  old¬ 
est  citizen*?  say  it  was  the  most  snow  they  ever  saw  there  at  one  time 
and  I  was  glad  to  get  away  but  in  in  a  few  days  we  had  a  snow 
storm  here  and  it  is  good  sleighing  here  now  and  as  cold  as  it  was 
in  Minn.  so  I  did  not  make  much  by  coming  away  so  soon.  I 
found  Mrs.  Shafer’s  rooms  all  taken  but  one  small  romm  in  the 
back  part  of  the  house  and  poorly  wanned  so  I  took  a  room  here 
have  a  large  room  fasing  south  with  three  large  windows  and  room 
n  cely  ^  armed  by  latrobe  so  T  am  nicely  fixed  only  the  table  is  not 
as  good  as  at  Shafer’s  but  that  makes  but  little  diffuraoce  with  me  as 
1  live  mostly  on  milk  and  raw  eggs  I  have  an  cgge  beeter  and  a  little 
gass  stove  on  which  I  heat  it  I  bring  up  a  quart  of  milk  and  two 
eggs  every*  evining  and  half  of  it  before  T  go  to  bed  and  the  half  ?n 
the  morning  and  that  is  about  all  I  want  only  1  take  a  little  lunch  at 
noon  T  thought  I  was  going  to  a  little  lonesome  but  1  found  tnat 
a  lady  from  Columbus  Ohio  had  the  little  room  back  of  mine  and 
we  soon  became  acquainted  and  we  have  a  game  of  cards  evenings  «o 
that  passes  the  time  off  quite  pleasant  I  think  she  is  going  to  be  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  Washington  man.  Blanch  Shafer  told  me  that  that  Miss 
Smith  that  I  was  thinking  of  marrying  once  that  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  quarrel  like  cats  and  dogs  and  she  said  it  is  reported  that  thev 
are  going  to  separate  he  is  a  very  nice  man  so  T  know  well  enough 
that  is  her  fault  that  was  the  be«t  escape  from  a  missfortune  that  ever 
happened  to  me  in  my  life  and  it  took  all  the  marry'  out  of  me  T 
am  so  thankful  that  I  have  no  one  hitched  up  to  me  I  can  go  and 
come  and  no  one  to  dictate  me  and  no  doubt  am  happyer  than  I 
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otherwise  would  be  I  have  kept  an  exact  account  of  all  my  expenses 
and  my  income  since  1  went  to  Saratoga  35  years  ago  every  month 
and  every  year  and  yesterday  for  the  first  time  \  figured  it  all  up  and 
I  find  my  Expenses  up  to  day  Dec.  31st  1899  is  $95746.  and  my  in¬ 
come  is  $158*41  making  an  addition  to  what  I  had  when  I  went  to 
Saratoga  of  $62,995 — how  is  that  my  hoy  very  few  men  compar¬ 
atively  speaking  have  come  up  to  that  my  hoy  don't  you  think  the 
old  man  can  finacere  about  as  well  as  the  avarage  of  men  your 
mother  and  1  thought  when  we  went  to  Saratoga  if  we  wer  middling 
prudent  we  could  live  on  the  incom  of  what  we  had  and  you  see  we 
did  and  have  quite  a  ballance  besides.  Well  I  hope  it  will  soon  come 
off  warm  soon  as  I  can  get  out  more  for  I  don’t  like  this  having  to 
stay  by  the  fire.  As  1  have  no  news  so  will  close  with  Love  from 

FATHER. 

This  Lady  from  Columbus  introdused  me  as  her  Unci  at  the  table 
so  I  a  nicer  with  me  you  see. 

541  1437  R.  1.  Ave.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Feb.  V2th,  1900. 

Byron  your  mother  tells  me  through  a  mediam  to  sell  the  ore, 
now  for  she  says  you  can  get  more  for  it  now  than  you  ever  will 
again  and  whenever  she  has  told  me  about  my  affairs  it  has  always 
proven  true  and  I  have  found  it  best  to  do  as  she  advises  so  get  an 
otter  from  them  if  you  can  and  then  take  it  we  are  having  warm 
weather  and  is  raining  hard  to  day  we  are  living  fine  and  I  am  gain¬ 
ing  in  flesh  every  day. 

With  Love  From 

FATHER. 

Your  Mother  says  Lee  is  a  little  schemer  says  he  lays  up  $300- 
each  year  out  of  what  1  give  him  pretty  good. 

542  1315  14th  St.,  N.  W. 

Washington,  I).  C.,  Dec.  19th,  1903. 

Dear  Lee:  Yours  of  18th  reed  and  I  think  will  wate  untill  it  is 
warmer  before  I  come  to  N.  Y.  there  is  not  much  pleasure  in  coming 
out  this  cold  weather.  I  like  the  fire  to  well  to  leave  it  but  will 
come  over  next  summer  before  J  go  west  I  have  no  doubt  but  Violet 
is  a  good  house  keeper  she  is  brite  a  girl  to  do  things  to  the  halvs.  I 
have  her  picture  on  my  desk  am  glad  you  have  such  a  nice  little 
wife  and  you  cant  but  be  very  happy.  I  know  very  well  what  it 
is  to  have  a  happy  home  -for  I  had  one  for  forty  three  years  for  you 
know  what  a  good  woman  your  Grand  Mother  was  and  how  cute 
you  used  to  work  her  when  you  wanted  some  new  clothes,  them 
wer  good  old  days  much  different  from  what  it  is  now  ramboling 
over  the  country  all  alone  but  we  must  make  the  best  of  it  and  get 
all  the  happyness  we  can  out  of  life.  1  hope  your  business  will  im¬ 
prove  for  a  feller  feels  best  when  he  is  busy  and  doing  well.  I 
have  just  got  a  letter  from  your  Father  he  is  pleased  with  the  union 
suit  I  sent  him  he  says  it  was  20  below  zero  on  the  17th.  I  don’t 
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rant  any  of  that  for  me,  it  is  pleasant  over  here  but  quite  fool  for 


Hoping  this  will  find  you  both  well  with  Love  from 


GRAMP. 


°43  1315  14th  St.,  N.  \\\, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  June  loth,  1904. 

Dear  Son:  Yours  of  12th  is  rdcd  and  in  answer  will  sav  1  an- 
preciate  your  invitation  to  come  and  live  with  you  but  I  have  lived 
so  long  in  town  that  1  would  not  be  contented'  in  the  country  and 
you  are  better  off  without  me  for  1  might  want  you  to  farm  it  very 
different  from  what  you  would  like  to  do.  so  it  is  letter  that  I 
lemain  where  I  am  for  I  am  very  plesantly  situated  here  and  I 
am  leeling  much  better  than  I  did  am  feeling  fine  again  and  even 
one  say  I  am  good  for  20  years  yet.  It  is  a  good  while  before  I 
found  out  that  1-anney  broke  her  leg  that  is  a  bad  mishap  she  mav 
always  be  lame.  I  think  Lee  has  a  nice  wife  and  they  seam  to  be 

whflTfis  “,,d  A'"',  "!-v  •vea.1;1,v  hell’  ,llil1  1  «ive  him  and  with 
hat  lie  can  earn  think  they  will  get  along  mcelv  he  is  a  nice  bov 

1  am  glad  to  say  1  am  feeling  fine  hoiie  this  will  find  vou  well. 
>>  ltli  Love  from 

F.  J.  HURD. 

544  llr  1300  .Mass.  Ave.,  N.  W„ 

Washington,  I).  C.,  June  12th,  1900. 

Dear  Lee:  Yours  of  9th  &  11th  reed  this  morning.  I  received 
a  letter  from  the  man  Nebraska  saying  he  would  send  the  Draft  for 
the  land  1  sold  him  for  one  thousand  dollars  but  it  has  not  come 
yet  it  ought  to  have  been  here  by  this  time  it  may  be  he  C 
changed  his  mind  about  buying  it  but  I  think  not  and  I  think  it 
wdl  be  here  m  a  day  or  so  and  as  soon  as  it  dose  come  I  will  send 
it  rite  on  to  him.  I  have  no  mo  surplus  money  by  me  and  if  that 
dont  come  you  will  have  to  help  him  not  until]  I  get  it  so  if  it  dont 
come  if  jam  let  him  have  it  when  it  dose  come  then  I  will  sc 
the  draft  to  you  but  I  think  it  will  he  here  in  a  few  days,  vet  the 
gloves  wer  a  good  ht.  I  expt  to  live  and  wear  them  out  and'  many 
more  pairs  besides  we  are  having  nice  cool  weather  I  am  well  and 
ee  ing  fine  W  hen  I  came  back  the  Janator  here  said  I  had  failed 
a  good  deal  while  1  was  gone  to  X.  Y.  said  if  I  had.  staid  one 
month  I  would  be  a  dead  man  what  do  you  think  of  that  I  did  feel 
bad  when  I  got  home  the  climate  there  dont  seam  to  agree  with  me 
W  ith  Dive  to  all  from  6 

GRAMP. 

°4°  Washington,  D.  C„  Oct.  7th,  1907. 

Dear  Lee:  1  have  consulted  Mary  through  a  mediam  about  the 
Cremating  business  and  said  that  1  have  been  doing  for  vou  and 
Byron  all  youre  lives  and  that  you  had  never  done  anv  thing  for  me 
and  she  said  she  thought  you  could  do  no  less  than  to  take  mv 
bones  up  to  Port  Hen  rev  and  burry  them  beside  the  restof  the 
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fainaly  so  that  ends  that  matter,  well  how  is  Violet  I  hope  Mrs. 
Cramer  and  my  visit  did  not  make  her  sick.  With  a  Kiss  and  Love 
for  all. 

From 

GRAMP. 


546  Washington,  July  14th,  1908. 

Dear  Violet:  Well  how  are  you  getting  along.  1  have  just  got 
a  letter  from  Mary  through  a  medium  here  in  Washington.  Says 
you  are  not  well  and  feeling  badly  but  sais  you  will  come  out  all 
right  and  I  was  verey  glad  to  hear  her  say  so.  I  have  had  a  great 
many  communications  from  her  and  every  one  of  them  have  proven 
true  just  as  she  has  stated  so  I  know  you  will  come  out  all  right  just 
as  she  sais  you  will  well  how  this  hot  weather  affect  you.  awful  hot 
here  101  yesterday  but  it  dont  bother  me  for  I  like  hot  weather 
better  than  cold.  I  have  a  good  appetite  and  feel  fine.  Mrs.  Cramer 
knows  just  how  to  cook  to  suit  me.  we  expt  to  go  up  to  Byrons 
some  time  in  Sept  or  October. 

Hoping  this  will  find  you  as  well  as  can  be ‘expected  let  me  bear 
from  you  with  Love  and  Kisses  for  all 
From 


GRAMP. 


547  Washington,  D.  0.,  Sept.  18th,  1908. 

Dear  Son  :  Well  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  rather  negligent 
in  writing  you  before  and  let  you  know  we  got  home  all  right.  I 
stoped  at  Lees  a  couple  of  weeks  and  had  a  good  visit  they  have  a 
splendid  cook  so  we  lived  fine  and  Violet  was  well  the  week  but  was 
lied  the  next  week  but  up  the  I  came  away.  The  little  migit  grows 
Like  a  weed  and  is  a  pretty  little  chap.  She  had  four  servants  so  she 
took  life  quite  easy  and  did  not  have  to  worry  about  any  thing  they 
live  equal  to  the  Vanderbilts  well  how  did  your  oats  turn  out  have 
vou  threshed  vet  if  so  how  manv  bushels  did  you  have.  Mrs.  Cramer 
says  she  never  had  such  a  good  time  before  in  her  life  as  at  your 
place  she  fell  in  love  with  you  and  Fannie.  I  wish  you  could  hear 
her  discribe  her  visit  co  her  friends  the  English  language  is  hardly 
sufficient  to  discribe  it  for  her  so  I  expt  you  will  see  us  up  there  an 
other  year  we  are  having  rather  cool  weather  but  pleasant  old 
prophets  here  say  we  are  going  to  have  a  cold  winter.  Mrs.  Cramers 
Ik>  has  just  left  for  Panama  so  I  guess  that  is  up. 

With  Much  Love  From 

FATHER. 

548  Washington.  Apr.  20/09. 

Dear  Son:  Yours  of  18th  reed  am  glad  to  learn  of  your  safe 
arrival  home  am  glad  you  had  a  nice  visit  all  around  and  such  good 
weather  and  found  Lee’s  folks  all  so  well  you  must  of  had  a  good 
visit  with  the  Porters  and  we  enjoyed  your  visit  very  much  you 
was  quite  a  surprise  to  me.  I  am  glad  it  was  pleasant  whether  while 
you  wer  so  you  could  go  arround  and  see  the  city.  It  is  raining 
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here  to  day  and  lias  railed  a  good  deal  since  you  left  Mrs.  Cramer 
got  home  last  Sunday  was  gone  a  week  she  had  a  nice  time  with 
tier  clnldren.  it  is  nice  that  I  am  such  a  good  cook  and  I  lived  fine 
while  she  was  away  I  take  my  walks  every  dav  but  have  to  walk 
yourself  fee  "IJi  "R'  '  ,s  <  rm,iel  sends  her  best  wishes  to  Fanna  and 

With  I  jOve  From 

FATHER. 

549  Washington,  D.  C.,  July  2 Gth,  1909. 

Dear  Lee:  1  have  a  little  matter  that  1  want  to  write  to  you  aliout 
and  see  what  you  think  about  it.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paving 
Mrs.  Cramer  Eight  dollars  a  week  for  mv  board  which  1  have  al¬ 
ways  thought  was  quite  liberal  of  rot  use  siie  has  always  taken  pains 
to  cook  what  I  liked  and  make  it  pleasant  for  me  but  now  since  we 
;iU*k  tuMii  Rrooklin  .‘■he  savs  'lie  want*  ten  dollars  m 
week  and  says  every  thing  has  gone  up  but  T  don’t  see  as  any  thing 
has  gone  up  lately  of  course  I  know  every  thing  high  so  I  have  about 
made  up  my  mind  if  -he  insists  on  my  paying  the  ten  dollars  that 
I  will  go  to  St.  (  harles  Mmn  and  board  with  Kellev  and  thev  never 
charge  me  only  five  dollars  a  week  and  thev  alwavs  take  pains  to 
please  me  and  I  like  it  up  there  very  much  but  we  have  a  nice  little 
Mat  here  and  the  climate  agrees  with  me  and  T  would  rather  stav 
here  m  case  she  don’t  insist  on  my  paying  her  the  ten  dollars  but  she 
dose  then  1  think  T  will  leave.  So  let  me  know  what  vou  think 
about  it. 

With  Love  From 

CRAMP 

550  1300  Mass.  Aye., 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  29th,  1909. 

I>kak  Lee:  ^  ours  received  and  Mrs.  Cramer  says  for  me  to  stav 
rite  on  as  I  have  been  doing  so  I  shal  remain  rite  on  as  I  have  been 
doing  for  she  knows  just  what  to  do  for  me  and  I  think  makes 
it  more  pleasant  for  me  than  to  he  at  St.  Charles  although  I  think  I 
\\ould  he  quite  contented  in  Minn  as  I  am  acquainted  with  even’ 
boddv  up  there  but  it  is  to  long  a  journey  for  me  to  undertake  with 
my  heart  trouble  as  I  am  liable  to  drop  down  at  any  time  and  as  to 
being  at  your  place  it  is  no  place  for  an  old  man  to  be  where  there 
is  a  funnily  of  children,  so  I  think  1  shal  stav  out  mv  few  days  here 
m  Washington  we  are  having  very  nice  weather  and  I  take  mv 
short  walks  daly  J 

With  Love  to  all  and  a  Ki-  for  the  Rabies  From 


CRAMP. 
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551  Edward  M.  Cleary,  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 

defendants,  and  being  first  duly  sworn,  was  examined  and 
testified  as  follows: 

552  Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney  : 

Q.  Mr.  Cleary,  state  your  age,  occupation,  and  place  of  residence. 

,  '  a,n  fortv-three  ’’ears  of  age;  1  am  a  member  of  the  bar  of 

the  f:  upreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  since  1891,  and  the 

ourt  of  Appeals  since  its  organization,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of 

the  united  States;  I  reside  at  No.  1800  Massachusetts  Avenue. 

vest*  the  I)e  8oto-  an<*  have  live(1  there  i*ince  the  15th  of  Mav 
1907.  -  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  Only  by  sight. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Ilurd?  A.  I  knew*  him  since 
the  batter  part  of  the  summer  of  1907,  when  I  went  to  the  De  Soto. 

O.  l  nder  what  circumstances  did  you  see  him,  and  how  fre¬ 
quently  did  you  converse  with  him?  A.  In  the  warm  afternoons 
and  evenings  of  1907,  eight  and  nine,  I  frequently  sat  on  the 
benches  in  front  of  the  De  Soto,  waiting  for  my  wife  to  finish  her 
toilet  or  dressing,  and  there  would  meet  Mr.  Hurd.  On  the  first 
occasion  he  introduced  himself  to  me,  and  we  had,  oh.  I  suppose 
hftv,  maybe  a  hundred— conversations  during  the  three  summers. 

I-  as  there  anything  particularly  in  common  between  vou 

7, 77*  P1™*  /  .residence?  A.  In  our  first  conversation  he 
spoke  of  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  where  T  had  spent  two  sum¬ 
mers  as  a  young  man,  and  we  went  over  Saratoga  and  its  springs 
and  amusements  and  different  places  of  residence,  fre- 
qucntly.  The  last  house  in  which  I  lived  there  was  on 
Circle  or  Circular  Street,  and  lie  told  me  that  he  himself  or 
some  member  of  his  family  owned  a  house  on  the  same  street  and 
«e  discussed  .  aratoga  largely,  and  the  surrounding  country ’  and 

Tr^T1  •F"dse,lri"nn’s  and  North  Broadway,  and 

wcntllofferen  ’°,e!S'  7  ?ur  conversation  was  rather  pleasant.  He 

'  W  a  'ThW  °f  Tf-  differenf  P,ilpea  ,h«t  I  had  gone  over 
V  '  .'.and  hi-  recollection  was  marvelously  accurate  much 

he  er  so  h„n  mine.  But  he  told  me  he  had  lived  there  for  a7,m 

nvr  10  sh°",(1  have  been  more  familiar  with  it 

1W7*  *  oi?"7"  V  wi,h  him,  then,  in  the  summer  of 

n  t.  i  ,i  freq«ently,  sometimes  almost  every  evening. 

).  And  the  same  thing  in  1908.  and  again  in  1909?  \  Ye* 

I  am  positive,  every  summer. 

capacity  ’ a'  wThllhl  7  f°rm  °f  Mr  ?urd  “  *o  his  mental 
He  told  me  he  had'a'lot'of^money.  "  ^  man. 

tion’  D,/td  A°h  amU[  S°  1'rhat-  of  mental  deteriora- 

r  ,,  1  <>h-  absolutely  none.  When  he  told  me  his  aoe  which 
T  recollect,  was  something  over  eighty,  T  was  absolutely  astounded1 
and  he  was  particularly  chesty  upon  bis  physical1  vigor  for  a  man 
f  his  age,  and  ascribed  it  to  bis  manner  of  life  and  diet  I  recol 
lect  on  one  evening  he  said  he  was  going  out  to  a  cmb  feait^th 
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some  ladies,  and  I  joked  him,  that  that  was  not  a  longevity 
diet. 

o54  Q.  How  old  a  man  did  lie  appear  to  you  to  lie’  A  A 
man  of  about  seventy.  He  was  very  vigorous  in  his  step, 
and  used  to  take  long  walks,  and  told  me  of  the  long  walks  that  he 
Had  taken,  I  always  meeting  him  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  W  hat  appeared  to  he  the  condition  of  his  health?  A  Good* 
excellent. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  it,  if  anything?  A.  As  I  saw  he 
always  had  a  great  deal  of  conceit  about  the  health  that  lie  did 
",n<  was  n!'va-v,s  admonishing  me  about  the  use  of  tobacco,  to 
,  le  see,n®d  .lo  ,la'e.  “  considerable  distaste,  and  prided  himself 
hat  lie  neier  had  used  it,  and  he  never  had  used  any  liquor.  He 

liquor*1  '  '  "  USe<  toI)ao<’,>  largely,  and  I  told  him  I  didn’t  use 

Q.  Mr.  Cleary,  what  have  you  to  sav  as  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  mental 
c  iiiracter'stiis— u-.H  be  a  man  of  positive  mind,  or  otherwise?  A. 

ll..r  ,  Hurd  ,vas  11  man  that  1  denominate  as  pig-headed- 
he  was  an  obstinate  man.  He  was  a  man  that  was  as  hard  to  change 
m  h*  opinions  as  Sam  Ma.ldox  would  be.  and  von  know  wbat  tbm 
is.  This  is  outside  of  the  record:  I  was  with  Mr.  Maddox  twelve 
years,  so  I  know  what  1  am  talking  about. 

---  .  Qj  M  hat,  if  anything,  did  Mr.  Hurd  say  as  to  his  health 

in  his  hfe''  TTA  t0,<1  me  he  !'ad  never  «  dek  dav 

TIe  "ns,  a  ,l|an  as  active  as  old  General  Birnev 

,,is  no,ivi,v  - 

M  Hurd  5 

considered  Mr.  Hurd  a  man  of  extremelv  good™,rd«eif 

in  y  «  a?  rira 

never  discuss  politics  or  religion  with  anybody.  '  ’  [ 

Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

A.*  No, ’sir’’0"  kn<>W  ,hat  Mr’  Hurd  was  «■  spiritualist,  Mr.  Cleary? 
Q.  Never  talked  anything  about  spiritualism  to  vou ’  \  No 

556  CrSner"nAer8TaCn  V0’V°  *v  ,ha'  -v0"  did  "of  know  Mrs. 

I  heard  of  this  affair  in  the" paper  T  didn’t  even  fnowflfc 
bv  sight,  or  that  she  was  either  an  occuremt  of  ibo  M  framer 

...« .i,i,  ”, sr  >  i  ten“cr.' 

x.:s  iz 
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Q.  Why  did  you  do  that,  Mr.  Cleary?  A.  Because  I  thought 
it  was  a  duty.  I  read  what  I  read  in  the  paper,  and  I  considered 
that  that  man  has  as  good  common  sense  as  I  have  got. 

557'  Thereupon,  Henry  L.  Bryan,  called  as  a  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  and  being  first  duly  sworn,  was  ex¬ 
amined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Oil  *ect  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Birney: 

0-  Mr.  Bryan,  give  your  full  name,  your  age,  and  your  occupa¬ 
tion.  A.  Henry  L.  Bryan;  age  fifty-seven;  I  am  the  editor  of 
the  Statutes  at  Large  of  the  United  States. 

Q.  In  what  Department  of  the  Government?  A.  In  the  De¬ 
partment  of  State. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  in  the  Citv  of  Washington?  A.  604 
Last  Capitol. 

Q.  Ton  have  been  there  for  how  many  years?  A.  Twenty- 
five  vears. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  I  do. 

Q.  And  for  how  many  years  have  von  known  her?  A.  I  sup¬ 
pose  about  twenty;  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Q.  She  also  is  employed  in  the  Department  of  State?  A.  In 
the  Department  of  State,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  other  people  who  know  her?  A.  I  do. 

Q-  During  that  f>eriod  have  you  known  many  people  who  have 
kno»»n  her?  A.  I  have. 

Q  Do  you  know  her  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity? 

Mr*  Ford:  I  object  to  that  as  irrelevant,  incompetent  and 
558  immaterial. 

A.  Ye~. 

Q.  What  is  it?  A.  Very  good. 

Mr.  Ford:  Same  objection,  and  I  move  that  the  answer  of  the 
witness  be  stricken  out. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Is  that  the  old 
gentleman? 

Q.  The  old  gentleman.  A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Oh,  that  is  what 
I  can’t  say  exactly. 

Q.  As  nearly  as  you  can.  A.  Why,  I  suppose  eight  or  nine 
years;  seven  or  eight  years. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  During  that  period  of  time  have  you  from  time  to  time  had 
conversations  with  him?  A.  I  have. 

Q  Where  and  under  what  circumstances?  A.  In  his  rooms. 

Q  And  how  frequently?  A.  Well,  only  at  intervals. 

Q.  Well,  give  us  an  idea,  Mr.  Bryan,  about  how  frequently  in 
each  year  you  saw  him  and  conversed  with  him.  A.  That  is 


232 


FENTON  J.  HURD.  ETC..  VS.  T.At’RA  R.  CRAMER. 


V»9  fifficult  ,0  "ns,wer-  1  ,have  seen  him  in  the  last  two 

9  De  Soto  *  <)U1  P  freque,ltly’  "  hen  he  was  living  at  the 

Q.  Can  you  explain  better  what  you  mean  by  “quite  frequently”? 
,  .  O’  1  can‘-  1  lla'e  seen  him— wait  a  minute,  please-  Tam 

Ef  Wlmt'lV"8"'1-  betau.se  h  is  rather  a  difficult 

nK  "nat  I  mean  is  this:  Only  at  intervals  that  I  have  no 

siecial  recollection  of;  and  there  may  have  been  several  weeks  or 
ye  a1:',*'  been  scycral  '"'-"tbs  between  those  separate  times. 

Hardly  f  ditn-TmeTa  "ear  "'"ny  “  ‘  d0Ze“  tinl<*  a  year?  A- 
\  (n|When  y°U  S'W  him  did  .v<'"  have  conversations  with  him? 

•  vJtlj  N  OS. 

4^:^^  Lun  ^  rs. 

™  and  niiiie  <iid  --- 

mine?"  hen  ''“s  it  >•?„  had  the  occasion  to  see  him  about  the  gold 
*  *  ^  think  it  was  about  four  vears  ago. 

tj.  And  what  was  it  that  you  saw  him  about  it?  \  I  W{w 
...R  ah  my  friends  to  invest  in  it,  and  be  advised  against  if  advfid 
-Mix  Cramer  against  it  And  he  told  me  that  he  had  know,®  ab^t 

',60  *o  'w'a’  “oneaf  the,n  "ere  good  for  anything. 

time?  A.  Yes  ,"iMi"g  With  hi,n  1,1  that 

no?  an^ expert!  CXtent?  A’  Just  a  »eneral  "'ay-  l*ca"se  I  am 

9’  Pid  he  invest  with  you?  A.  No,  sir. 

H-  Hr  A*cld  to  your  persuasion?  A.  No. 

ous^coiiversa,to.iHrtna,f  d‘d  y°U  have  tlle  opportunity  in  those  van- 
parity?  f° ™  nn  est,mate  °f  M>'.  Hurd’s  mental  ca- 

nJlr-  FoKD:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  the  conclusion  of  the  wit- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  your  conclusion?  A.  Oh  he  was  nm- 

'o^WhaV  h  1  e,  feetI/.c<;n11I>etent  *'"<1  in  every  wav  intelligent  *  ’ 

l  at  degree  of  intelligence  would  you  attach  to  Mr  Hurd9 
A.  Ln usual  for  a  man  of  his  age-for  his  apparent  ago  ^ 

06I  tween  seventy  and  eighty.  f'1"  "as  '*■ 

,  -9‘.  Bryan,  have  you  an  opinion  as  to  Mr  [Tm.,r„ 

characteristics  or  mentalitv _ ic  im  <>  *  *  fluid  s 

“taTeanfu°llv0nViC,i^lir  a  7n*“We  ‘o  te  i^rsmXd  eas.h-^n^e 

seemed  to  be  positive;  quite  «o  ‘  mterviews  with  him,  he 

4  JJ?-*? sru “■  *  -  * 
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Q.  Did  he  ever  speak  of  it  himself?  A.  No. 

Q.  Not  to  you?  A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  speak  with  vou  about  Mrs.  Cramer?  A. 
Oh,  yes. 

Q.  W  hat  did  lie  say  about  her,  and  about  his  sentiments  toward 
her,  if  he  mentioned  them?  A.  Why,  that  was  the  only  home 
that  he  had;  that  nobody  could  cook  for  him  and  serve  liim  like 
Laura,  as  he  called  her;  and  he  wanted  her  to  give  up  her  position 
and  become— take  charge  of  him  and  live  with  him;  that  is  the 
word,  live  with  him,  or  have  him  live  with  her. 

Q.  What  place  was  that  do  you  refer  to?  A.  She  was  in  the 
State  Department  as  a  clerk  there,  and  he  didn’t  want  her  to  be 
at  work. 


562  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q  Now,  are  you  telling  what  he  told  you?  A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Go  on,  Mr.  Bryan.  A.  That  he  didn’t  want  her  to  be  at 
work  at  the  State  Department,  but  to  devote  her  time  to  him. 

Q.  \\  as  there  anything  said  in  that  conversation  as  to  how  she 
would  be  taken  care  of  in  that  event? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  No.  lie  wanted  her  to  take  charge  of  him. 

Q-  Wanted  her  to  take  charge  of  him?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  this  conversation,  or  the  last  one  upon  this  topic? 
A.  Oh,  it  was  some  time  ago,  because  it  is  now  over  a  year  or  so 
since  I  have  since  him. 

Q.  About  how  long  ago,  Mr.  Bryan?  A.  Within  two  or  three 
years,  a*  near  as  I  can  put  it. 

Q.  Was  this  subject  mentioned  more  than  once  between  you? 

A.  Oh,  lie  spoke  ol  having  Mrs.  Cramer  take  charge  of  him  more 
than  once,  yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  last  see  him?  A.  I  don’t  know 

Ah™1  hov  long  ago?  A.  You  see  it  is  not  in  my  life, 
obo  and  I  don  t  recall  the  time.  It  was  some  time  before  he  was 

said  to  be  sick  in  this  hospital;  not  long  before  that,  but  I 
don’t  recollect  when.  ’ 

564  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford. 

Nj0"’.  \vho  suggested  that  you  should  call  on  Fenton 
“•  *\vr'  'ylth  reference  to  the  investment  in  mining  stock? 
A.  "ell,  it  was  my  own  suggestion.  I  asked  Mrs.  Cramer 
about  going  into  that,  and  she  said  that  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  or 
Mr.  Hurd,  I  really  didn’t  know  his  name  was  “Fenton”  Hurd _ 

Mr.  Hurd  had  had  experience  out  there  and  she  thought  that  he 
might  invest  in  it. 

30— 2483a 
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Q.  So  it  was  at  her  suggestion,  wasn’t  it?  A.  Yes;  that  is,  it 
was  through  her. 

Q.  \\  el  1 ,  now.  did  you  sell  Mrs.  Cramer  anv  of  that  stock9  \  I 
have  forgotten  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Now,  don’t  vou  know.  Mr.  Bryan,  that  you  did?  A.  I  nrob- 

aldy  did:  but  really  I  don't  recall  whether  she  bought  it  or 
oho  not. 

Q.  Now,  how  long  ago  was  it  that  you  were  selling  this 
stock?  A.  1903  or  ’04.  *  s 

Q.  And  it  proved  to  he  an  unfortunate  investment,  didn’t  it?  A 
An  unfortunate  investment. 

Q.  And  you  don’t  remember  the  names  of  the  persons  that  vou 
induced  to  purchase  that  stock  six  years  after  the  investment  was 
made/  A.  1  don  t  recall  them;  no. 

(I  Hasn't  she  said  anything  to  you  about  it?  A.  She  did  at  the 
J  "hen— -at  the  time — hut  I  don  t  know  whether — now  that  vou 

have  recalled  the  thing.  I  .know  that  she  did  huv  some  stock  in  it 

(f*  (1,<1  s  le  }»'}'  it?  A.  Well,  I  can’t  tell  vou  that  ■  I 

could  look  at  my  hooks,  probably.  and  find  it  out. 

Q.  Well,  can  t  you  give  us  any  idea  of  how  much  she  bought?  A. 
Oh.  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  something  like  that 
D-  And  it  was  a  total  loss,  wasn’t  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  she  ever  complain  to  you  about  it?  A.  Well,  everv  one 
complained ;  hut  you  see  I  was  not  responsible  for  it.  ‘ 
o6<  Q.  Mrs.  Cramer  did  not  resign  from  the  State  Department 
did  she?  A.  No.  sir. 

D  Is  she  still  there?  A.  Still  there,  yes.  sir. 

Q-  And  what  salary  is  she  drawing?  A.  She  gets  .$1200 
D.  I  low  long  has  she  been  drawing  $1200.  A.  I  don’t  know 
Q.  Was  she  drawing  $1200  at  the  time  vou  sav  Mr.  Hurd  told 
you  he  wanted  her  to  give  up  her  position  in  the  State  Department 
and  to  take  care  of  him?  A.  I  diould  think  she  was.  although  I  am 
not  certain  about  that. 

oOS  Q.  Now,  when  did  lie  first  make  that  statement  to  you? 

A.  I  told  you  I  didn  t  recollect  the  time  of  those  incident*- 
they  are  all  within  that  period  that  I  have  known  him. 

Q-  Well,  when  did  lie  first  make  the  statement,  approximately? 

I  don  t  ask  you  to  he  exa<?t.  A.  Four  or  five  years  ago;  it  might  have 
been  three  years  ago;  it  might  have  been  five;  really  I  can’t  tell  vou. 

{l  It  might  have  been  two  years  ago.  might  it  not?  A.  It  might 
he. 

Q.  It  might  ho  one  year  ago?  A.  No.  I  don’t  think  so:  it  was 
earlier  than  that. 

Q.  But  it  may  have  been  two  years  ago?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  received  from  Mr  Hurd 
more  than  $27,000?  A.  Never  had  anv  idea  of  the  amount  I 
know  that  she  had  received  money  from  him,  and  she  had  gone 

away  with  him  in  the  summertime,  and  that  he  had  furnished  the 
money  for  it. 

Q.  Well,  who  told  you  that?  A.  W  hy,  Mrs.  Cramer  at  the  time 
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that  it  happened;  said  she  was  going,  and  I  knew  that  she  was  going 
with  Mr.  Ilurd,  because  he  went  at  the  same  time. 

Q.  And  she  told  you  that  Mr.  Ilurd  was  putting  up  the  money 
for  these  visits,  did  she?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  she  tell  you  anything  about  having  received  large  sums 
of  money  from  him?  A.  Not  large  sums  of  money.  She 
500  spoke  of  having  received  money  from  him,  yes.  Gifts  from 
him.  yes.  but  nothing  of  any  amount  at  all. 

Q-  \\  hat  did  she  tell  you  he  had  given  her?  A.  She  didn’t 
tell  me  the  amount — the  money. 

570  Q.  Now,  do  you  recall  the  occasion  that  Mr.  McLean  came 
over  to  the  State  Department  to  meet  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  you 

introduced  him  to  her?  A.  I  remember  that  he  came  there,  ves, 
but  I  don’t  remember  any  special  incident  of  it,  except  that  I  very 
gladly  took  him  upstairs  and  introduced  him. 

Q.  Now.  don’t  you  recall  that  in  that  interview  Mr.  McLean  told 
you  that  he  thought  Mrs.  Cramer  was  a  person  who  could  give  him 
some  information  about  women  who  had  obtained  money  from  Mr. 
Hurd,  and  he  desired  to  talk  with  her  about  that  matter? 

571  A.  Well,  Mr.  Ford,  T  really  don’t  recall  if  I - 

Q.  5  on  didn’t  tell  Mr.  McLean  at  that  time  that  you  knew 
that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  been  receiving  gifts  of  monev  from  Mr.  Ilurd. 
did  you?  A.  I  don’t  think  I  did. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  not  tell  Mr.  McLean  in  the  course  of  his  con¬ 
versation  with  you  at  that  time  that  you  simply  knew  Mrs.  Cramer 
as  a  clerk  in  the ’State  Department ;  that  you  didn’t  know  her  so¬ 
cially,  your  only  acquaintance  with  her  being  in  the  capacity  of  a 
clerk  in  the  State  Department?  A.  T  can’t  recall  exactly  what  my 
statement  was. 

572  Q.  Now,  Lit  not  a  fact.  Mr.  Bryan,  that  Mr.  McLean  told 
you  at  that  time  that  large  sums  of  monev  had  disappeared 

from  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  he  was  trying 
to  trace  those  amounts?  A.  T  don’t  recall. 


f)7d  I  hereupon,  George  W  .  Mascjiauer,  called  as  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  and  being  first  duly  sworn  was 
examined  and  testified  as  follows: 


Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mr.  Maschauer,  what  is  your  age,  occupation,  and  vour  place 
of  residence?  A.  My  age  is  fifty-five;  selling  buggies  and  wagons: 
212  Eleventh  Street,  Northwest. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  if  so,  how  long 

have  you  known  her?  A.  Of  course;  somewhere*  between  thirteen 
and  fourteen  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  sister,  and  other  members  of  her  familv? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir.  ' 


236 


FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


Q.  Ilow  long  ha\e  you  known  him?  A.  I  guess  it  is  about  seven 
years;  dose  to  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  become  acquainted  with  him.  Mr.  Maschauer. 
and  about  when?  A.  In  the  De  Soto  Hat. 

Q.  Was  he  then  living  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

How  frequently  have  you  seen  and  talked  with  Mr  Hurd 
since  you  became  acquainted  with  him?  A.  Oh,  I  guess  perhaps 
t  might  have  spoken  with  him  in  conversation  twenty-five  or 
’><4  thirty  times  perhaps;  I  used  to  visit  up  there;  visit  him  as 
well  as  Mrs.  Cramer. 

i  Q'  iHfl,  vx-  evor  ",eel  hint  elsewhere  tlmn  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
house  r  A.  Ao,  sir. 

nl!?’  D.lre(.tlnR  •\OUI 'attention  to  meeting  him  at  Iter  sister’s  house, 
al>o.  A.  1  e>,  sir,  I  met  him  there. 

KnorleVn  1  'hat  SiS'er  'S  "h°— "hat  lier  name?  A.  Mary 

with' hho"'  "tl,e;VVO"  '"?*  Mr-  ,!"r<1  (lil1  you  have  conversations 
ith  him  A.  Oil,  yes,  sir.  very  frequently. 

\  u-;Vr  „  r?  0XU;,r,e<1’  Mr  -'hischauer,  were  those  conversations? 

O  I  iw  hn"'"  1  e:ime  in  “">•  ,,,<lini"-.v  conversation. 

W.  Hon  long  were  they— how  extended?  A.  Oh,  ves  for  half 
an  hour  or  three-rmarters  of  an  hour.  ' 

Q.  At  a  time?  A.  ^  es.  sir 

annhhVr'  ili  l!'''  '°U  '”ll<  .him  i,1,oll,?  "  ell.  about  most 

‘  \  t,,al  <“,,1ne  UP  in  business  line,  or  in  health  or  strength 
or  how  wo  got  along  in  this  world,  and  how  we  were  makinti  our 

poople  1,ad  . ^  their  «"<’  '-—.no 

---  Q-  "hat  estimate  did  you  form  of  Mr.  Kurd  as  i  com 
l-y»  'usmess  man?  A.  Oh.  very  good;  verv  good'. 

dr-  T  thin l-  I,  •  '  l|ls,,,ss_ business  affairs  with  him?  A  Yes 

anything  ttnWv^;^  1  new 

mental  deterioration?  '  A  '\ot  -t  bit"  dr"  Pvi,lp.'"'p  of 

Rent,  to  me  about  business _ is  f.„.  '  L J  ’  llp  'vns  VPrv  'iilellt- 

catise  I  have  often  talked  nbnul  it  r  o  i  t  n,"'^,  corl<erned.  I*e- 
very  little,  and  we  o-0t  in  /.up;,  .1  Hjjrted  with  what  T  have  from 

we  got  to  talkimr  about  how  hcV  T^i  *  ma<*e  m.v  nionev.  and 

i«  is  always  good  ,o knlw , hni VlVon °T  «et  old"? w^  1  "'i'1  TrfI’ 
to  lav  hack  on  •”  and  ]  u-pnt  lavc  s°mething 

fieil  if  I  had  as  nice  a  home  as  1,1  i'll  '  a-'P,  ^a'  T  "'""M  be  satis- 
ahlv  the  same  position  that  he  was  t  !  •'  t  I,e-  in  prob- 

wortli  to  have  a  comfortable  Horne  t'V  T  "'0",d.«ive  half  I  ant 

tion  of  him  or  anybody  else  a  so  aPPreeiate  the  eondi- 

fortahle  a  home  ns  ^"hld  ^vb""  dVl"l  ,I,l'e  .,0  ll,lve  «*■  eom- 

said  “Tt  is  nice”,  and  he  sail] T  a,>°,U  "?  A'  ">»■  be 
And  T  said  “Ves.  Mrs.  Cramer  is  a  riKwlT  s<?!  R'rl  here.  ’ 
are  getting  along  together:”  and  T  £<,;,]•  «T(  ■  ilnJ1  "seems  von 

a  home.  ai  *  ^  L  awTful  nice  to  have 
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Q.  4\  hat  did  he  say  to  that?  A.  He  said:  “Yes,”  he  says:  “It 
has  been  some  time,  too;”  just  that  way.  Then  we  would  get  to 
talking  about  business,  you  know,  and  he  would  ask  me  about  wagons 
and  carriages  and  things.  I  said,  “Well,  business  ain’t  what 
•  ><()  it  ought  to  he;  we  ought  to  make  a  little  more. 

Q  What,  if  anything,  did  he  say  about  the  way  Mrs. 
Cramer  treated  him? 

Mr.  Ford:  T  object  to  that  as  leading. 

A.  4\  hy.  always  spoke  the  best  of  her;  very  highly  of  her.  He 
had  a  home  there  that  most  any  man  would  appreciate.  He  had 
anything  that  lie  wanted.  He  has  often  said  that,  and  often  said 
that  he  was  satisfied;  got  anything  lie  wanted  for  breakfast.  We 
have  often  had  lunch  there  together:  a  little  lunch. 

Q.  From  what  you  observed  of  Mr.  Hurd  the  various  times  you 
saw  him.  Mr.  Maschauer.  what  have  you  to  say  as  to  whether  he  was 
a  man  easily  influenced,  or  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions?  A. 
Oh.  you  could  not  influence  Mr.  Hurd  any,  no.  sir.  T  have  often 
heard  him  speak  of  such  things  as  that,  where  someone  were  telling, 
you  know,  like  to  do  something  or  other,  and  he  says  he  always 
followed  his  own  head.  “Well,  ’  T  says,  “I  agree  with  you  there.” 
T  says,  “That  is  what  T  have  always  done  in  all  my  life.”  T  says. 
Tf  T  do  wrong  there  is  nobody  to  blame  but  myself.” 

Q.  4\  hat  did  he  say  to  that?  A.  Every  time  that  is  the  way,  and 
1  have  always  followed  mv  own  head. 

Q.  V  ell,  we  are  discussing  him.  rather  than  you.  A.  Indeed  T 
could  not  help  from  speaking  that  wav,  you  understand. 

Q*  V  opinion  did  you  form  of  his  intelligence.  Mr. 
o77  Maschauer?  A.  W  hv,  through  the  conversations  that  I  have 
had - 

Q.  T  sav,  what  judgment  did  vou  have — what  opinion  of  his _ 

A  (interposing:)  Very  good;  very  good.  Why,  he  has  as  good 
sense-  T  don  t  want  to  say  myself,  but  T  «av  myself;  just  as  good 
a>  I  ha\e  got.  and  T  know  T  have  got  good,  sound  sense;  at  least  I 
hink  so  And  he  was  very  intelligent.  Tf  T  had  $50,000  to  invest 
lie  could  take  it  and  do  it;  I  'would  be  satisfied. 

Q.  You  mean  you  would  have  entrusted  him?  A.  Sure*  everv 
cent  of  it.  ’ 

Q.  M  hen  did  you  last  see  him  to  talk  with  him,  Mr.  Maschauer, 
if  you  know  A.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  was  shortlv  after 
(  Imstmas  or  New  5  ear  s,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  East  Christmas?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

,  iL' n-‘A  '['■  ":r  ■V?ar,,bef,ore  .that  time  how  frequently  had  von 
alked  with  him?  A.  Maybe  six  or  eight  weeks;  T  don’t' think  over 
two  months  previous  to  that. 

Q.  My  question  is  how  many  times  in  the  last  year— a  year 
before  that  time.  A.  Oh.  T  gues--  five  or  six  times. 

C  ross-exam  i  n  a  tion . 

Rv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Did  >ou  e\er  entiust  anything  to  him  for  investment*^  4  He 

never  asked  me,  and  I  never  asked  him  sir. 
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'VfU-  d,i<l,  y°u  ever  do  it?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  Mr.  Ilurd  as  to  the  wav  vou  made 

worked 'hard' for  It.  ^  ^  ‘  Lim  '  ^  "V  -'-ley, 

ne^.  Jri’lmkerJ;11  l,i'"  tl,e  ki,,d  of  ",,rk  'ou  did?  A.  Bread  husi- 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  much  he  had  made’  A  Well  he  <nht 
he  was  worth  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  he  made  it  n  l  e  niue 
Q.  He  made  , t  ,n  the  mines,  did  he?  A.  Iu  mines;  vS.™r  • 

--o  **  ^  Iier©  «licl  lie  say  the  mines  were?  \  Well  I  (lnn’t 

•'(.»  remember  where  he  said  that.  ‘  '  6  ’  1  n 

.  S’  "  hat  kind  of  mines  were  thev’  \  1  . 

positively  say  I  know  that.  '  "  elI>  1  ™nnot 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  kind  thev  were?  \  Well  I  Hn„’i  l-„ 

">  «"■'  -  i 

5S0  Thereupon,  Mrs.  MARY  F  k’vm-i.-.v  n  4 

"U.ll'e  I-art  of  the  defendants,  and  iVin™  iM  Ihtlv 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows  K  "  •  sworn, 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birxey: 

Ye?-  jj1*'  Kn°rleirl-  vou  are  11  «"»«■  of  Mrs.  Cramer,  are  you?  A. 

?'  •'ro,y""  younger  or  older  than  she?  A.  Older 
u  And  what  is  your  ooeupation,  if  you  are  emnloved  \  I 
;  "  a  sk'He.1  laborer  in  the  Government  Printing-tin  ,  i’<  a\  .ranch 
i  f  the  Government  Printing  Olliee.  in  the  State  Department 
'*•  How  lone:  have  vou  heen  emnlovpd  in  * 

\SiT  1«»B.  „i,d  then  I  l^ree  v^  m,d  1^ 

partment!’''^'  1  ^  emp,°Ve<1  in  1S9r>  in  ‘he  Post  Office  De- 

Fe?.o,?T  l£rdr'ei,\  WeB  dTdt.':T  !'<<iunintanee  of  Mr. 

V  1  V  ,  •  "cl1-  T  think  that  I  have  known  Mr  Hurd 

lived  altll  r"  Gramer  lived  on  14th  street-oh.  when  "he 
,  ,  l414,  Coreornn  Street.  I  think,  and  I  think  nrobahlv  that 

ofSthar’kind  ne,Rhl>orhood  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years:  something 

rS1  n  nm  h'IVe  known  hi"\ever  sinpe?  Ever  since:  ves. 
r  Q  ,  vo"  over  meet  him  at  other  places  than  at  Airs 
Cramer s  apartments?  A.  Yes.  sir;  T  met  him  at  mine.' 

Q  At  your  own  house?  A.  Yes. 

tol^Street^  "^ieref^  v°11  ^lve*  Hrs.  Knorlein?  A.  1221  North  Capi 

T  J  1,^1  *  .  ^  come  tliere?  A.  Oh,  Mr.  TTurd  T 

£uess— I  don  t  know  just  exactly,  hut  mayhe  Mr.  TTurd  would  he 
there  sometimes  a  couple  of  times  a  month,  and  mavbe  oftener- 
as  it  .just  would  happen.  *  ’ 

Q.  Had  he  any  occupation  while  he  was  here  in  Washington* 

A.  iNot  to  my  knowledge.  * 
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^  Did  you  form  a  good  acquaintance  with  him,  Mrs.  Knorlein? 

Q.  J  o  what  extent  did  you  talk  with  him  from  time  to  time  dur¬ 
ing  these  visits,  or  when  you  saw  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s?  A.  Well, 
he  would  very  often  sit  down,  and  he  would  frequently  tell  me  about 
his  mining,  when  he  was,  at  his  home,  I  think  he  said,  in  'Saratoga, 
or  some  place;  lie  would  tell  me  about  business,  and  I  would  ask 
him  different  business  questions.  Of  course  I  owned  property: 
and  I  would  ask  Air.  Mill’d  what  he  thought  would  be  a  good  idea 
for  me  to  do,  and  he  would  tell  me. 


Q.  You  had  frequent  conversations,  then,  with  him?  A.  Yes. 

I  talked  frequently  with  Mr.  Hurd  at  my  house,  and  also 
582  at  Mrs.  Cramers,  when  I  visited  up  there. 

Q.  And  did  you  talk  with  him  upon  other  subjects  than 
business?  A.  Well,  yes,  we  would  talk  different  things;  probably 
socially. 

t 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s — what  I  mean  to  ask 
you  is,  did  he  have  the  use  of  the  whole  apartment,  or  was  he  con¬ 
fined  to  any  particular  apartment?  A.  At  Mrs.  Cramer’s? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Well,  he  went  all  over  the  house  when  I  would  be 


there,  any  place  he  wanted  to.  t  visited  him  in  the  parlor,  and  I 
visited  him  in  the  dining-room,  and  in  the  kitchen,  1  guess. 

Q.  What  estimate  (lid  you  form  of  him,  Mrs.  Knorlein,  of  his 
business  capacity?  A.  Mr.  Hurd? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Well,  Mr.  Birnev,  as  far  as  1  know,  anything  about 
a  person’s  ability,  I  think  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  very  bright  man.  He 
was  a  man  that  i  would  pick  out — I  would  pick  Mr.  Hurd  out  if  1 
wanted  to  eonsultVvith  some  person  on  a  business  matter;  I  think 
Mr.  Ilurd  would  be  a  good  one  to  consult;  that  is  as  far  as  my  judg¬ 
ment  would  go. 


Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  signs 
him?  A.  No. 


of  mental  decay  or  deterioration  in 


Q.  How  was  he  physically.  Mrs.  Knorlein?  A.  Well,  Mr.  Bir¬ 
ney,  I  think  Air.  Hurd  appeared  to  he  a  man,  to  my  judg- 
583  ment,  younger  than  his  years,  in  way  of  talking  and  really 
his  actions — he  didn’t  even  walk  with  a  stick;  he  seemed  to 
be  a  man  younger  than  what  his  age  really  was,  in  my  judgment. 

Q.  How  old  did  he  really  appear  to  he,  judging  from  his  actions 

and  his -  A.  (Interposing:)  from  his  actions,  I  think  Air.  Hurd 

might  be  a  man — well,  we  will  say — well,  I  think  seventy-seven  or 
seventy-eight;  somewhere,  maybe  along  like  that;  T  would  not  take 
him  to  be  any  older  from  his  actions. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you,  if  he  did  tell  you,  about  the  way  he 
had  made  his  money?  A.  AVhv,  he  has  told  me  time  and  again 
about  mining.  He  would  tell  about  how  he  first  went  into  the  mines, 
and  the  way  that  they  are  developed,  and  he  made  his  money  and 
saved  his  money;  and  he  told  me  the  first  money  he  ever  made  that 
he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  somebody,  and  he  got,  I  think  he 
said,  $100,  and  he  put  that  in  bank,  and  that  accumulated,  from 
that  $100.  and  then  he  went  into  the  mining  business,  and  he  said 
from  there  he  began  to  prosper. 
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Q.  What  did  lie  call  your  sister?  A.  “Laury.3 

him  "fn'rllmR  <lifl  l,e  ev,,i‘  tell  you  about  her  treatment  of 

lnm,  and  his  feeling  toward  her? 

Mr.  h ord.  1  hat  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

V, ,'V1  J  lu  "t*  !“c:  111111  lle  1111,1  the  best  lmme  with  Mrs.  Or . or 

at  he  had  ever  bad  since  Ins  wife  died.  He  has  told  me  that  more 
than  once.  Me  said  that  he  had  a  good  home  with  Mrs  Cra- 
nier. 

•>S4  Q.  Did  he  call  her  Mrs.  Cramer  or  “Laurv”?  A.  Laury 
..  .  Q-  Her  first  name  was  Laura?  A.  Yes,  and  I  used  to  tease 

linn  because  be  didn  t  say  Laura  plain;  he  would  sav  “Laurv  ”  Of 
course  he  meant  it  for  Laura. 

(1.  Mrs.  Knorlein,  did  lie  ever  tell  you  that  he  had  contemplated 
a  second  marriage,  and  if  so,  what  did  he  sav?  A  Well  lie  told 
me  that  lie  was  keeping  company  with  a  lady.'  Now,  I  don’t  know 
just  "here  it  was,  but  it  seems  to  me  it  was  in  Saratoga,  or  some  of 
those  places  out  where  he  was— some  place  out  there,  and  he  told 
me  that  his  son  wrote  this  lady  a  letter  and  told  this  ladv  if  she  mar¬ 
ried  h  is  father  that  he  would  shoot  her.  And  he  told  ine  that  then 
be  went  right  on  the  impulse  and  gave  this  girl  $12,000  and  told 
her  to  go  and  buy  herself  a  home  with  it;  and  he  said  to  me  he 

Sm  10  lf  1  <0,,ll<1  not  marry,  I  told  the  girl  now,’’’  lie 

sajs  1  his  is  "  hat  my  son  has  done,  and  you  can  have  this  money 
and  buy  yourself  a  home  with  it.” 

.  %  Yeu  don't  recall  the  name  of  the  woman  that  he  gave  vou 9 
A.  -\o  I  do  not  He  may  have  told  me,  hut  of  course,  not  being 
interested,  I  didn  t  think  about  it.  ' 

Q.  Do  you  recall  how  long  ago  that  was  that  he  told  vou  this9  \ 
heally  I  don  t  rememl>er  just  how  long. 

Q,  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  stay  at  your  house?  A.  Yes.  he  staved 
there. 

Q.  On  what  occasion— what  was  the  occasion  of  his  . . .  there 

and  staying  there?  A.  He  stayed  there  one  time  while  Mi- 
oho  Cramer  was  over  at  her  daughter's;  her  daughter  was  sick' 
and  she  had  to  go  over  to  the  daughter,  and  she  got  me  to 
keep  Mr.  Hurd  at  my  house  while  she  was  away. 

0.  While  she  was  out  of  the  city?  A.  While  she  was  out  of  the 
city. 

Q.  >\  hen  was  that?  A.  That  was — I  know  he  was  there  on 
rhanksgiving;  that  was  a  year  ago  this  last  Thanksgiving;  that 
would  be  1909. 

Q.  1909?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  Mrs.  Cramer  away  then,  and  how  long  did  he 
stay  with  you?  A.  I  think,  now, — I  don’t  just  remember,  not  being 
interested  in  the  time;  I  think  a  couple  of  weeks;  thereabouts.  Of 
course  1  don’t  know  just  the  date. 

Q.  \\  hen  was  the  other  occasion  when  he  stayed  at  your  house? 

A.  W  ell,  he  stayed  at  my  house  again;  it  seems  to  be  that  was  in 
the  fall.  T  know  he  came  down  and  he  said — that  is.  Mrs.  Cramer 
came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would  not  keep  the  old  gentleman. 
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She  didn  t  use  the  words  that  I  do.  She  said  she  was  going  away 
for  a  little  while,  and  she  asked  me  if  I  would  keep  him,  and  1 
said  yes,  I  would  accommodate  the  old  gentleman,  and  I  think  that 
was  a  couple  of  wreeks  lie  stayed  there. 

(I  How  long  ago  was  that?  A.  That  must  have  been — one  time 
I  know  was  Thanksgiving,  and  whether  this  was  after  that  or 
not - 

Q*  M  ell,  was  it  in  the  . same  year  or  previous  year?  A. 
T>86  It  must  have  been  last  fall;  it  must  have  been  1909,  too,  I 
have  an  idea;  of  course  1  could  not  say  positive,  but  I  have 
an  idea  it  was. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Knorlein,  while  Mr.  Hurd  was  at  your  house  on  one 
of  these  occasions,  did  you  have  any  special  conversation  with  him? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Please  state  what  it  was,  and  all  about  it.  A.  Mr.  Hurd,  he 
called  me — 1  have  three  communicating  rooms,  and  he  had  \ny 
daughter’s  room,  and  my  room  next  was  in  the  front  of  the  house, 
and  he  was  in  the  next  room,  and  when  I  went  upstairs  he  was  in  his 
room,  and  he  called  me,  and  1  didn’t  go  immediately,  and  he  said 
“Mrs.  Knorlein,*’  he  said  the  second  time;  he  said  “Come  here.  I 
want  to  talk  to  you.”  And  when  I  went  in  there  I  sat  down  on  the 
edge  of  his  bed,  and  he  says  to  me,  he  says,  “Mrs.  Knorlein.”  he 
says,  “I  don’t  teel  very  good  tonight.”  I  said:  “You  are  not  sick, 
are  you?”  He  says:  “Yes,  1  don’t  know,  maybe  1  walked  too  much 
today,  or  something;  1  don’t  feel  very  well.”  He  says:  “If  anv- 
thing  happens  to  me  tonight,”  he  says,  “will  you  send  for  your 
sister?”  I  said:  “Well,  Mr.  Hurd,  I  don't  know  now,”  1  said,  “I 
will  have  to  think  over  that;  I  don’t  know  whether  that  is  just’ the 
thing  or  not.  Hadn’t  you  better  tell  me  the  address  of  your  people, 
and  send  for  your  people  first,  because,”  I  says,  “they  w'ould  not  take 
you  from  here  up  to  the  He  Soto,  probably,  hut  would  take  you  from 
here  right  home.”  He  says:  “Will  you  do  what  T  ask  you?  Will 
you  please  send  for  Laura?”  “Well,”  I  said,  “Mr.  Hurd,  if  that 
is  your  request.”  Of  course  we  didn’t  anticipate  anything. 
587  I  said  “Yes,  I  will  send  for  Laura,  then.”  “Well,”  lie  says, 
“I  want  Laura  to  come  home  first,  and  she  can  send  for  my 
people;”  hut  he  says,  “1  want  Laura  to  come  home  first,  if  anything 
happens  to  me.”  And  I  went  hack  into  my  room,  and  he  called  me 
the  second  time  and  asked  me — sometimes  lie  used  to  call  me 
“girlie,”  and  he  said,  “Xow\  girl,  you  will  do  that,  will  you?”  “In¬ 
deed  1  will.”  1  said,  “Mr.  Hurd;  you  can  depend  on  that,  if  anything 
happens.” 

Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  von  about  having  given  Mrs. 
Cramer  money;  if  so,  what  was  it?  A.  Well,  he  has  told  me  fre- 

Suentlv  that  he  wanted  Mrs.  Cramer  to  give  up  the  office.  He  said 
lat  he  had  provided  for  Mrs.  Cramer  so  she  would  not  have  to 
w’ork.  And  he  says  that  “it  is  too  much  for  Mrs.  Cramer  to  go  to 
office  and  w’ork  and  come  home  here,”  he  says,  “and  work  and  do 
like  she  does.”  Tie  says,  “I  wTant  Mrs.  Cramer” — of  course  “Laura,” 
he  called  her — he  said  “I  want  Laura  to  have  a  few’  years’  pleasure;” 
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and  he  says  -‘If  she  will  give  up  the  office,”  he  says,  “she  can  enjoy 
a  few  years  of  life  yet,”  .  J  J 

,  lf  an>;ih,n«>  <,,(1  l,le  of  having  given  her  money, 

or  did  he  say  anything  more  than  what  you  have  said?  \  Weil 
no  he  duln  t  say  anything  about  leaving  her  money. 

Q.  About  giving  her?  A.  About  giving  her  money  only _ oh. 

•  as^,e(  ,ne  ^  Laura  had  told  me  how  much  money  he 
o8S  aid  given  her  and  I  said  “No,  Mr.  Hurd,  she  didn't  ”  Ye- 
he  did;  he  asked  me  that.  ’ 

Q.  When  was  it  lie  said  that?  A.  That  was  the  time  he  asked 
me  about  sending  for  mv  sister  if  he  died 

( l  the  fall  of  1900?  A.  The  fall  of  1909. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  received  any  information  to  the  effect  that  he 
had  wanted  to  marry  your  sister? 

Q.  (Continuing : )  If  so,  what  was  it.  and  where  did  vou  get  the 
information.  A.  W  ell,  he  didn’t  say  marry  mv  sister*  he  told  me 
ie  would  he  afraid  to  marry  again,  because  he  said  his  son  told  him 
that  he  never  wanted  him  to  marry  another  woman,  he  said  in  the 
place  of  his  mother.  Of  course  he  didn’t  say  Mrs.  Cramer  or  anv 
particular  woman;  but  he  said  his  son  objected  to  his  marrying  any 

Did  you  ever  discuss  spiritualism  with  him?  A.  Mr.  Hurd? 

.  L  )es’  .  es  TTe  t()1(i  ,ne  °ne  time  about  a  little  girl  that 

iTn°f*in  t  le  Pountr.v  some  plac-e ;  and  he  said  this  little  girl 
md  told  him  certain  truth  about  some  relative  who  had  died  and 

he  said  it  was  the  positive  truth  that  she  had  told  him,  and  he  -aid 
ever  since  then  lie  always  believed  in  spiritualism,  and  he  told  me 
that  he  communicated  with  this  relative  1 

5S0  ,  f°r|"  rT  0f  «  Party  to  K°  With  him  to 

r  Mr  Cr"  ^CS'  l  ‘}}<]  °"e  evel*ing,  and  he  took  mv 
*ltel*  ^  j-  *  uiiner.  and  Miss  I  aggart  and  1.  1  was  visitin'" 

*  n’  ^nmeroal1^  Wt  went  to  a  spiritualist  meeting. 

}•  lere.  A.  Xow,  I  could  not  tell  you  just  where  it  wa- *  I 
Know  we  went  one  place  on  New  York  Avenue  and  there  wa-7u>- 
bod>  there;  I  don  t  remember,  but  I  know  we  didn’t  get  in  there* 
then  we  went  down,  I  don  t  know  whether  it  was  12th  slreet  or  IStli 

meeting.  n°"'  ”  around  ,he  —  —here  toT  splritSab 

know  l'  didn't!*  ’I,e  eXpenses'  Mr‘  Knorleii,?  A.  I  don’t  know.  I 
Q.  Do  you  know*  whether  he  did?  \  T  hovp  i  j  i 

0fO°lDid  ve  T'ir.  t:lkylil<lies  wi,ho'“  lie  paid' the  expenses' ' 

7*  Pi  J  °U  iat  n!efimm.  the  second  one?  A.  Yes  a  ladv 
mAmlP  sLe  sat  in  the  center  of  the  floor,  as  well  as  T  re¬ 
. . . . ™  'p,U'j 

something;  I  don  t  remem l>er  what  she  did  tell  '  * 

Q.  Are  you  a  spiritualist?  A.  Well,  1  hope’ not. 

■  n’*mb"  A-  A 

Q.  r>o  you  recall  an  occasion  when  your  sister  was  sick  with 
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pneumonia?  A.  Yes,  she  had  pneumonia  when  she  lived  on  14th 
street  between  M  and  N  one  winter.  The  reason  I  remember 
;>90  because  the  same  physician  she  had,  whilst  I  was  there  I 
was  sick,  and  l  got  him  to  prescribe  for  me;  1  was  there  one 
Sunday  afternoon. 

().  flow  long  ago  was  that?  A.  Well,  Mr.  Birney,  I  think  that 
has  been  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 

Q.  She  was  living  on  14th  street  at  the  time?  A.  She  lived  on 
14th  street,  yes;  she  had  a  flat  there. 

Q.  Was  that  before  or  after  she  had  lived  at  the  De  Soto  the  first 
time.  A.  Well,  to  my  knowledge,  that  was  before  she  ever  lived 
at  the  He  Soto;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  at  that  time  did  she  remain  at  the  apartment  or  go  to 
the  hospital  during  that  illness?  A.  No,  I  think  she  staved  home, 
as  well  as  I  remember. 


Q.  I  pon  that  occasion,  while  she  was  ill,  did  you  have  a  talk 
with  Mr.  Hurd  about  her?  A.  ^es;  Mr.  Hurd  said  that  afternoon, 
while  I  was  there,  he  said,  “Now,  she  has  done  it ;  just  worked  herself 
down  like  this.”  He  says.  “I  have  told  that  girl  to  stop  work  and 
she  won  t  do  it.”  He  says:  “She  don’t  have  to  go  to  that  office  and 
come  home  and  work  this  way,  the  way  she  has.” 

Q.  Well,  did  he  say  anything  more?  A.  No,  nothing  particular 
that  would  1  >e  interesting. 

9;  hat,  if  anything,  did  he  say  about  what  she  would  have  to 
do  if  she  resigned  her  office? 


Mr.  Ford  :  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  What  who  would  have  to  do? 

ofll  Q.  How  she  would  occupy  herself.  A.  Oh,  he  didn’t  say 
just  what  her  occupation  should  be,  only  he  said  that  if  she 
stayed  at  home  and  kept  the  home,  he  said  that  that  was  as  much 
as  her  health  would  allow  her  to  do,  without  going  to  the  office  and 
then  coming  home,  he  said,  and  doing  the  work  at  home.  He  said 
that  was  too  much  for  her.  He  said  he  wanted  her  to  take  life 
easier.  He  said  she  had  worked  hard  enough. 

Q.  Mrs.  Knorlein,  how  did  Mrs.  Cramer  treat  Mr.  Hurd— what 
attention  did  she  give  him,  and  the  like?  A.  Well,  I  think  she 
was  pretty  good  to  him. 

Q.  Just  tell  it  freely  and  frankly.  A.  Well,  I  know  I  have  gone 
there  .and  wanted  her  to  go  out,  and  often  during  the  day  I  would 
say  let’s  go  here  or  there,  or  come  down  this  evening  or  something 
and  frequently  she  would  hesitate  and  say,  “Oh,  there  is  that  poor 
old  man;”  she  says  “I  am  going  to  stay  home  with  him..  Now 
he  is  there  alone,  and  I  had  better  stay  home  with  Mr.  Hurd.’’ 
And  I  kind  of  thought  she  was  pretty  good  to  him,  to  stay  home 
and  take  care  of  him.  He  told  me  she  was  the  best  cook  he  ever 
ate  after.  He  said  she  would  cook  everything  to  tempt  his  appe¬ 
tite.  He  often  spoke  down  to  my  house  about  how  good  a  cook 
Laura  was,  and  how  nice  she  fed  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  on  any  other  little  pleasure  trip  than  the  one 
to  the  medium’s  that  you  have  spoken  of?  A.  Yes,  he  did;  oh,  he 
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u.-e<l  to  take  us  out  car-riding  Sunday  afternoons  and  holidays,  and 

limes  like  that.  He  took  my  sister  and  I  down  to  Marshall  Hall  one 
bunday. 

.  Q*  ^  hen  that  was  done  who  paid  the  expenses?  A.  That 
,s  another  case  if  I  didn't  I  suppose  Mr.  Hurd  did. 

Q-  ^  ell.  you  understood  he  did?  A.  Oh,  certainly  he 

did. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Knorlein,  from  your  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hurd, 
"hat  opinion  did  you  form  of  his  intelligence? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 

A.  Well,  as  I  have  told  you  before,  I  think  Mr.  Ilurd  was  a  good 
smart  man;  I  think  he  was  a  sensible  man;  I  think  he  used  good 
judgment ;  we  all  liked  him;  every  one  of  my  family  took  a  great 
liking  to  Mr.  ITurd.  " 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  occasion  when  your  sister  was 
i  1.  when  she  went  to  the  hospital?  A.  Yes,  I  do;  she  had  some¬ 
thing  the  matter  with  her  head  or  ear,  and  she  went  up  to  the  eve 
and  ear  Hospital,  on  15th  street. 


593 


0  ross-e  x  am  i  n  a  ti  on . 
By  Mr.  Ford: 


(l  Now,  you  were  asked  as  to  the  attention  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
gave  to  Mr.  Hurd.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mrs.  Cramer  was  absent 
-m  :ron‘  ,he  nl>{,rl,,ient  each  day.  was  she  not?  A.  She  worked 
m  office.  Of  course  I  don't  know  how  much  time  she  made. 

ur  how  much  she  didn't,  or  how  many  days  she  was  absent 
°r  anything  like  that.  ‘ 

Q.  She  has  been  constantly  employed,  so  far  as  you  know,  dur- 
mg  the  past  seven  years,  hasn't  she?  A.  To  my  knowledge. 

0.  And  the  time  that  she  would  spend  at  home  would,  as  far  as 
you  know,  only  be  in  the  evenings  and  holidays?  A.  I  suppose  «o- 
she  was  employed.  ‘  "  ’ 

Q.  Now,  what  did  you  observe,  other  than  what  you  have  te«ti- 
hed  to  on  your  direct-examination,  as  to  any  social  care  or  atten¬ 
tion  that  die  gave  him?  A.  Well.  I  don’t  know;  1  never  thought 
anything  about  that,  to  j  .ay  any  attention  to  it;  only  I  know  he  told 

me  that  he  had  the  best  home  there  with  Laura  that  he  had  had 
>inee  Ins  wife  <hed. 

Q.  M  ell.  I  am  simply  asking  for  your  observation  as  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  care  and  attention  she  gave  him.  A.  Well,  the  table  always 
looked  nice  when  I  was  there,  and  the  rooms  always  looked  nice 
and  clean,  and  lie  seemed  to  be  perfectly  contented,  because  I  have 

°1  eTm85  wl,en,8he  hadn,t  come  hon,e  yet;  sometimes 
T  "ould  go  hy  there  from  the  office  and  she  would  not  lie  in  vet, 

«  nd  he  would  be  there  reading  his  paper,  and  everythin'?  would  be 

mce  and  comfortable,  and  lie  told  me  lie  was  perfectly  happy. 

V-  i  r.  Ilurd  was  very  simple  in  his  diet,  wasn’t  lie9  \  Well 
he  only  ate  certain  things.  e  ’ 

Q.  And  that  was  mostly  cereals,  wasn’t  it?  A.  Well,  he  didn’t 
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care  very  much  for  meat,  because  I  know  when  he  was  down 
o95  to  my  house  that  he  didn't  seem  to  care  very  much  for  meat. 

Q-  M  ell,  lie  lived  mostly  on  cereals;  that  is  true,  isn’t  it, 
such  as  rice  and  these  breakfast  foods?  A.  Well,  I  believe  that  he 
did  seem  to  think  that  was  the  thing  to  live  on? 

Q.  And  he  lived  on  it?  A.  Well,  I  don’t  say  he  lived  on  it, 
because  I  don’t  know  what  she  fed  him  on,  but  only  when  he  was 
at  my  house  I  know7  I  used  to  put  things  on  his  plate  and  make  him 
eat  things  that  he  didn’t  want  to  eat,  but  he  used  to  contend  that 
meat  was  not  the  thing  to  eat,  and  I  used  to  think  well,  I  will  make 
him  eat  them  anyhow7. 

">9(>  Q.  Did  he  pay  board  to  von  while  lie  stayed  with  you? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  \\  hat  did  he  pay  you?  A.  Now,  I  don't  just  remember,  but 
I  think  the  first  time  he  stayed  there  I  think  he  gave  me  seven  or 
eight  dollars,  I  don’t  know  which  it  was.  and  the  last  time  lie  gave 
me  ten  dollars. 

o97  Q.  A  week,  you  mean,  or  for  the  whole  time?  A.  For 

a  week.  Of  course  the  last  time  I  told  him,  I  says,  “Oh,  Mr. 

I  Curd,  I  don’t  just  know  ."  And  I  told  mv  sister  1  didn’t  know 

whether  I  wanted  to  bother  with  Mr.  Hurd,  and  she  says  “Well. 

I  want  to  go  away,  and  if  you  don’t  take  Mr.  Hurd  and  take  care  of 
him'’ — and  I  promised  her  1  would;  and  when  he  came  down  he 
said  “Laura  told  me  to  give  you  $10.” 

Q.  Ten  dollars  a  week?  A.  Ten  dollars  a  week. 

Q.  And  he  paid  you  the  ten  dollars?  A.  He  paid  me  the  ten 
dollars. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  discuss  spiritualism  with  him,  other  than  the  in¬ 
cident  that  you  have  mentioned?  A.  Well,  he  has  told  me  that  he 
believed  in  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  getting  communications  from  his 
wife?  A.  Oh,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  did.  Me  talked  about — 
I  won’t  say  positively,  because  1  know  he  talked  about  this  relative 
who  died,  and  a  little  girl  and  all,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  called  his 
wife. “Mary”,  and  he  used  to  tell  me  that  he  got  communications 
from  Mary,  and  she  was  his  guiding  spirit,  you  know;  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  you  could  communicate  with  the  spirits,  but  he  didn’t 
sa\  direct  what  he  had  gotten  from  his  w7ife,  or  anything  like  that. 

Q.  From  your  conversations  with  him  didn’t  you  find  that  “Marv” 
was  still  a  very  powerful  influence  in  his  life?  A.  Well,  T  don’t 
know,  any  more  than  any  other  spirit,  probably,  that  would  come 
along. 

Q.  Well,  w'hat  other  spirit  did  he  talk  about,  excepfi 
o9H  “Mary”?  A.  He  talked  about,  T  think  it  w\as  a  cousin: 
someone  that  was  down  south. 

Q  Hid  he  say  that  her  spirit  influenced  him?  A.  No;  he  didn’t 
say  that  they  influenced  him,  but  T  remember  his  speaking  of  this 
little  girl.  I  think  he  said  in  the  schoolhouse.  and  this  cousin  dowm 
south  that  died ;  and  I  have  heard  him  speak  of  his  wife.  “Mary”, 
he  called  her,  in  the  spirit  land,  but  T  don’t  remember  just  the  words 
that  passed. 
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1 , f S;  "’ha.Vn  yo!'  '"fan  b>:  being  a  "guiding  spirit”  of  Ids 

' ;  ,,  "  ell>  wbat  lle  «"<•  »as,  lie  said.  -‘Of  course  I  believe  in 
spirits,  and  he  says  “I  believe  that  mv  wife  knows  von  know 

what  we  do  here,  like  the  spirits  do.”  lie  says  he  thinks  that  his 
wife  n  well,  the  way  he  termed  it,  “is  alive  instead  of  dead.”  That 
is  the  way  he  would  speak  of  it,  in  the  spirit-land. 

-.Jv:  .J.,nt  s,,.e.w"?  jhe  “guiding  spirit”  of  his  life?  A.  Oh. 

not  the  guiding  spirit;  I  don  t  mean  it  that  wav;  that  she  was  aware 
of  things  that  went  on  here,  that  is  the  way  of  it. 

Q.  Well,  was  the  expression  “guiding  spirit”  yours  or  his-''  \  I 

say  that  myself ;  that  is  what  I  called  it.  He  didn’t  sav  it  wasaiiv 

guiding  spirit  at  all;  only  he  just  expressed  it  that  she  lived,  instead 
of.  we  would  say,  that  she  is  dead.  010110 

Q.  How  frequently  did  he  talk  about  “Mary”?  A.  Well.  I  don’t 
-QO  1  S,.m|etimes if  lle  would  be  down  there  he  would  siieak 
0W  about— whenever  he  would  speak  about  his  wife  it  would  be 

...  ... ,!"  <?»necti°n  with  this  little  girl;  he  would  alwnvs  tell  me 
this  little  girl  in  the  school  here - 

inltV’V’Tuw1  ,0'er  and  ,°Yer-  <li,>  >ie?  \  He  used  to  lie 
talking  about  different  tilings,  and  he  would  sav— no.  not  over  and 

thm'liM  ‘'"I  be  would  say  “You  remember  once  I  told  vou  about 
that  little  girl  111  the  school-house.”  and  he  would  do  it  ns  much  a« 
a  joke  as  anything  else. 

I  t  hink  did*  readv  believed  in  spiritualism?  A.  Well. 

Q.  Don  t  you  think  he  was  a  profund  believer  in  it9  \  Oh  T 
never  conversed  enough  with  him  on  that  subject. 

fd"lt1fe,n  t;)  J*  \n  (}°"ht fOf  the  truth  of  spiritualism, 
hd  he.  A.  M  ell,  no,  T  think  that  Mr.  Hurd  believes  that  we  can 
communicate  with  the  spirits. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  else  that  he  told  vou  with  rcf- 

hU  °“\fnryo  '  t  ''  ,  1  wm?’t  1)0  s,,re  of  it;  T  think  lie  called 

hi.  wife  Mary  ;  I  won  t  be  positively  sure  of  that,  but  T  think 
that  is  what  he  called  her. 

hOO  Q.  M  hat  other  business  have  you  ever  discussed  with  him9 
A.  Mr.  Hurd? 

^  Madam.  A.  Nothing,  onlv  his  mining  business-  he 

"a  mi,e  "ile  ;'h°.ut  makinff  money;  nothing  of  mv  business 
Q.  the  only  business  matter,  then,  that  you  ever  discussed  with 
him  was  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  vour  propertv’  \  Ye«  nrin- 
cipallv.  *  ’  ’  •  111 

0.  And  also  lie  told  you  about  having  made  monev  in  minim'” 

hr-  ’I  ,?  v  ,',a‘  had  worked  in  mining.’ and  that  he 
made  his  first  hundred  dollars,  and  then  he  saved  it  and  then  he 

went  into  the  mining  business,  and  then  he  had  made  considerable 
money. 

601  Q.  Mrs.  Knorlein.  did  you  discuss  with  Mrs  Cramer  the 

«w  V8SPV&  WiMiS "**"■* — ■ 

T  guess  a  little  while  after  he  told  me:  T 
could  not  tell  you  just  how  soon  it  was. 


FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  K.  CRAMER. 


247 


Q.  How  did  you  come  to  mention  it  to  her?  A.  I  don’t  know. 
We  were  just  simply  talking  about  Mr.  TIurd,  and  I  just  up  and  told 
her  that  Mr.  Hurd  told  me  this,  naturally,  as  one  sister  would  tell 
another;  a  little  gossip,  of  course,  but  I  just  simply  told 
60*2  her  that  Mr.  Hurd  told  about — and  of  course  I  had  met 
Mr.  Byron  Hurd,  Mr.  Hurd’s  son — met  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s, 
and  it  was  after  I  met  him  that  Mr.  Hurd  told  me. 

Q.  Mrs.  Knorlein,  did  you  know  anything  or  do  you 
b03  know  anything  about  spiritualistic  letters  that  Mr.  Hurd 
received?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  about  them?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  don’t  know  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  them?  A.  No; 
he  never  said  anything  about  letters  to  me. 

Q,  And  of  course  you  never  wrote  any?  A.  Oh,  no;  of  course 
not. 

004  Basil  B.  Baden,  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  being  first  duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  testi¬ 
fied  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Mr.  Baden,  what  is  your  occupation?  A.  I  am  now  in  the 
cafe  business. 

Q.  Where  is  your  place  of  business?  A.  1408  P  Street. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  business?  A.  Been  in  it 
a  vear. 

%j 

Q.  Prior  to  that  what  business  had  you?  A.  The  grocery  busi¬ 
ness. 

Q.  Where  was  that  located?  A.  1316  Fourteenth  Street. 

Q.  About  how  long  were  you  there?  A.  I  was  there  eleven 

605  vears. 

%/ 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  Several  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  how  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Between  four  and 
five  years,  possibly. 

Q.  Where  was  your  place  of  business  when  you  first  knew  Mr. 
Hurd?  A.  1316  Fourteenth. 

t  Q-  How  often  have  you  seen  him  during  your  acquaintance  with 
him?  A.  I  used  to  see  Mr.  Hurd,  why,  quite  frequentlv;  why, 
sometimes  every  day ;  sometimes  twice  a  day. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  was  living  when  you  first  knew  him? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  \Y  here  was  it?  A.  He  was  living  at  1315,  T  think  is  the  num¬ 
ber.  Fourteenth  Street;  1  think  that  is  the  number. 

Q.  What  was  the  occasion  of  your  seeing  him  so  often?  A.  Why, 
he  used  to  come  over  to  purchase  merchandise. 

Q.  Would  you  have  occasion  to  converse  with  him  at  many  times? 
A.  Yes,  indeed;  quite  often. 
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^vt^iiW^lat  W0U^  ^  ^le  subject  of  your  conversation?  A. 
......  yell,  at  such  times  lie  would  ta£e  about  when  he  was  in 

the  tuning  business.  I  think,  something  to  that  eifect,  and 
How  many  men  he  used  to  have  employed  under  him,  and 
what  an  energetic  man  he  was  in  his  younger  days,  and  how  good  he 
was  in  his  old  days.  b 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  “how  good  lie  was”?  A.  How  active 

I  knew  of  hisTV*  ^  ""l"’  '  think’  for  ilis  a&e'<  <r'""  what 

Q.  Wlmt,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  condition  of  his  health?  A 
"nod'''1*  111  Sp  en<  1,1  heaIth>  and  al«avs  bragged  on  his  health  being 

Q  Did  he  have  anything  to  say  about  medicine  or  illness  durum 
hat  time.  A.  He  never  had  any  illness.  He  alwavs  told  me  he 
aid  never  known  what  it  was  to  be  sick  for  fourty-four  years  I 
think  that  is  the  remark  he  made;  and  the  reason  he  made  that 
remark,  J  asked  him  one  morning - 

— •  7  •  sV.  I  lie  reason  I  asked  him  about  that  was  he  used  to  l,uv 

so  much  cereals,  you  know,  and  ho  said  that  is  the  thing  that  kept 

linn  well;  he  never  ate  no  meat,  he  ate  cereals,  and  he  was  fond  of 
cereals. 

H.  Mr.  Baden,  did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  Mr  Hurd 

was  of  sound  mind  and  mentality?  A.  Well.  I  never  formed  anv 

opinion,  for  I  always  thought  he  was  a  pretty  bright  man,  and  a  vcr'v 
intelligent  man. 

(!(I7  viiLi1  IO''  -1"1  he.i,n1l"‘ef‘s  «*  to  being  a  man  of  indi- 
(>0i  vidual  opinion— whether  or  not  he  had  his  own  opinion? 

n  „  •  nnk,he  l!‘l<1  llls  """  opinion;  I  think  he  was 

1  Ut\  Well  I  think  when  he  formed  an  opinion  that  he  stuck 

l.rctty  close  to  it :  lie  was  not  a  man  that  would  give  in  on  an  argu- 
ment,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  ^ 

^  e^*T<|>°  y°u  say  you  formed  that  opinion  of  him*?  \  I 

didn  t  sav  1  formed  it.  I  think— well.  1  form  it  now.  but  I  didn’t 
any  other  time. 

Q.  And  upon  what  is  it  based— I  want  to  know  whether  it  is  be¬ 
cause  of  any  conversations  you  had  with  him?  \  No  F  had  no 
.amversations  with  him.  only  like  business,  you  know :  in  a  bush," 

'»  d\  ,  • 

Q.  How  did  you  find  him  as  a  dealer,  whether  or  not  he  was  a 
shrewd  and  capable  dealer?  A.  He  was  very  shrewd  He  always 

like  Ill  T  "!t  ‘N,0W  be  surj  •vou  K*ve  '"t“  a  pound ;  don’t  cheat  me 
ike  all  these  other  buggers  do  around  here.”  That  is  the  remark 

ic  »!n<le.  And  he  said  lie  always  had  prettv  good  evesight  too 
he  said  It  ts  pretty  hard  to  cheat  me.”  ’  .  g  i.  too, 

t  iWl’e"  w?*Jhe  last  time  »w  him,  if  you  remember’  \ 

I  think  it  is  a  little  over  a  year.  cmemuer. 

Himd.1  "’I"  "°'V?  A'  Pof!sihlv  from  now-  °'ioe  T  have  seen  Mr. 

TtR  '»™  K  C  5T  ■*»  - 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  his  mental  condition 
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was  as  good  when  you  last  saw  him  as  when  you  first  knew  him? 

A.  0h,»  my,  yes,  sir,  because  he  came  in,  and  lie  was  going 
008  to  market  tluft  day,  and  I  think  lie  was  living  at  12th  and 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  I  think  lie  told  me  in  the  I)e  Soto, 
and  he  was  going  to  market,  and  then  lie  came  in  and  bought  some¬ 
thing  from  me,  and  went  around  to  the  market  and  bought  some¬ 
thing.  I  was  in  the  grocery  business  then. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  notice  any  mental  weakness  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No,  sir'  none. 

000  Q.  Well,  now,  what  subjects  of  present  day  interest  did  lie 
discuss  with  you?  A.  Well,  he  used  to  talk  about  business: 
whether  I  was  making  money;  he  used  to  always  inquire  into  my 
business,  and  then  the  prices  in  my  business,  and  things  were  so  high 
here.  lie  would  say,  for  instance,  in  Baltimore,  people  lived  so 
much  cheaper  there,  such  a  short  distance  away,  and  Washington 
was  so  high. 

Q.  \\  hen  you  say  he  was  a  shrewd  dealer,  you  mean  he  wanted 
to  get  the  value  of  every  penny  he  spent,  didn’t  you?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  gave  him  the  value  of  every  penny  he  spent?  A. 

I  gave  it  to  him ;  yes,  sir. 

1  heieupon,  Charles  /.  Jones,  produced  as  a  witness  on 
the  pa  it  of  the  defendant,  and  being  first  duly  sworn,  was 
examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mr.  Jones,  what  is  your  occupation  in  life,  and  how  long  have 
you  pursued  it?  A.  J  have  been  a  contractor,  and  I  have  been  in 
the  business  for  a  number  of  years. 

Q.  W  heie  is  \ our  home?  A.  My  home  is  in  Pennsvlvania  Ber¬ 
wyn,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
near  old  Valley  Forge,  near  our  Secretary  Knox’s  home;  about  two 
miles  from  there,  I  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  live  in  Washington?  A.  I  did,  ves,  sir. 

Q.  When?  A.  1891  and  ’2  and  ’3. 

Q.  W  here  did  you  reside  then?  A.  I  resided  in  Corcoran  Street 
Northwest.  * 

Q.  With  your  family?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  do. 

<J.  When  did  you  make  her  aeauaiutanee,  and  under  what  circum¬ 
stances.  A  In  18.12  I  made  Mrs.  Cramer’s  acquaintance.  She 
lived,  1  think,  three  doors  from  me  on  Corcoran  Street  at  that  time 
I  was  housekeeping  there  with  my  wife  and  child  They 
611  were  taken  sick  with  the  scarlet  fever,  and  I  lost  them  both 
m  a  week,  and  Mrs.  Cramer,  who  was  a  stranger  to  me  at  the 
time,  volunteered  to  do  what  she  could,  unbeknownst  to  me-  of 
course,  I  was  sick  at  the  same  time,  and  she  did  her  part  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  my  old  friend,  Mr. - .  that  had  the  Tvson  TIo.kc 

at  that  time,  who  I  boarded  with  before  mv  family  came  here  to  as 

32— 2483a 
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Mst  in  getting  my  people  buried,  and  afterwards  to  look  after  me  in 
different  ways,  which  I  appreciated  very  much.  That  was  mv  first 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Cramer.  That  was  rti  1892.  in  June. 

Q.  And  have  you  continued  your  acquaintance  with  Mrs  Cramer 
from  that,  time  to  this?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  has  been  your  side  occupation,  if  1  mav  call  it  so,  since 
leaving  Washington,  or  in  the  last  few  venrs?  A.  Well  in  the  last 
three  years  I  have  been  interested  in  a  mining  proposition  in  North 
Carolina,  which  has  brought  me  to  Washington— to  this  citv  a  num¬ 
ber  of  tunes,  in  the  last  year  or  two. 

(i.  And  during  the  last  three  years  have  von  frequently  been  to 
Mns.  Cramer s  house A.  Aes.  In  the  last  vear,  1909.  f  was  here 
quite  frequently;  I  was  up  and  down  to  the  mines  about  everv  month 

during  that  time,  and  I  stopped  at  Washington,  and  always  visited 
.Mrs.  Cramer. 

(I  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  .1.  Hurd?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  W  hen  did  you  first  meet  him,  Mr.  Jones?  A.  Whv  mv  fir*t 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hurd  was  in  1 90o  ‘  * 

612  Q-  Where  did  you  meet  him?  A.  Whv,  on  14th  street 

Mrs  Cramer  lived  thereon  14th  and  N.  or  somewheres  there 
around  14th  and  X,  I  think  it  was.  neres  m,,e 

VV*  lm"  "el1  <ll<1  •vou  •’cvnme  acquainted  with  him1*  \ 

,  6  ’  i  IS!"'?  Ver-y  a‘‘<l'.lai"tc<1  with  him  towards  the  latter 
pint  of  190.);  I  visited  her  quite  frequent,  and  especially-  in  190s 

while  Mrs.  Cromer  was  sick  in  the  hospital,  I  became' verv  well 
acquainted  with  him.  T  called  several  times  and  she  was  sick  and 
duiingr  inv  visits  we  would  have  quite  a  pleasant  conversation  over 
the  mining  scheme;  and  he  would  relate  his  story  of  his  minim; 
days,  and  lie. became  quite  interesting  to  me;  maybe  1  did  to  him 
I  don  t  know  ,  ami  we  talked  over  different  matters 

-nlv  brief'-'  °"\  ll'('\e||"0<"’s.i;,MS  were  your  conversations  extended  or 
.  nef .  A.  Well,  quite  extended;  sometimes  as  much  as  two 
hours  and  two  hours  and  a  half;  one  evening  I  sat  the  whole  evening 
up  o  midnight,  when  Mrs  Cramer  was  in  the  hospital 

V  "  hat  estimate  did  you  form  of  Mr.  Hurd's  general  intelligence 
ami  mentality?  A.  Well  I  thought  from  his  conversations  with  me 

'.ha.  I  ever  talked  to.'^  ‘  *  ^  ab°U'  ,h<>  l,,nrt  ''itelligen,  man 

wlli  u't  <'-N,enl  '’''I  y«u  ever  talk  mining  to  him’  \ 

Well,  to  the  full  extent.  We  talked  about  the  different  deposits 

«13  talk  about'11*  'l""K  wh,,t  '"'nirig  men  will  generallV 

...  „  ,  he  tell  you  about  his  ex|>erieiice  in  mining’  \ 

W  el  he  told  me  so  much  at  different  times  that  I  don’t  remember 

but  it  was  interesting  to  me.  But  one  particular  time,  it  was  when' 

Mrs.  Cramer  was  m  the  hospital,  he  seemed  to  be  verv  much  down- 

cast  about  Mrs.  Cramer  s  condition— whether  she  would _ 

tj.  W  hen  was  that.  Mr.  Jones,  about  what  time’  \  In  Felon 
an- or  March  of  1908.  l  ebiu- 

Q,  1908?  A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  then  see  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  apartment?  A.  Yes. 
•lie  was  alone  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  apartment. 

Q-  M  as  anybody  else  present?  A.  Nobody  but  he  and  I. 

Q.  W  ill  you  give  me  the  conversation,  as  near  as  you  can  re- 
i ncmber  it,  that  you  had  with  him?  A.  Well,  that  particular  time 
I  went  there  I  didn’t  know  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  in  the  hospital, 
and  I  asked  for  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  the  old  gentleman  broke  down 
and  stated  that  she  was  in  the  hospital,  and  I  was  quite  surprised; 
1  hadn  t  saw  her  for  some  time.  And  he  talked  about  her,  and  said 
what  a  pleasant  home  he  had,  and  how  happy  they  were  there  to¬ 
gether;  and  he  said  he  was  anxious  to  have  her  get  well;  that  he 
would  like  to  fix  Mrs.  Cramer  for  life;  he  wanted  to  furnish  her 
with  sufficient  money  that  she  should  live  without  any  further  sup¬ 
port  from  the  Government.  I  told  him  that  sounded  very  well,  be¬ 
cause  I  thought  Mrs.  'Cramer  was  a  woman  who  deserved  anything 
of  the  kind,  as  much  as  she  had  done  for  me  and  my  family. 
<»14  and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  it,  and  I  did  make  a  remark  to 
him  about  I  wonder  he  hadn’t  got  married  before.  Well,  he 
slid  he  would  like  to  have  gotten  married,  but  he  didn’t  dare. 

Q-  Did  he  say  to  whom  he  wanted  to  he  married?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  whom?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  And  did  lie  tell  you  why  he  didn’t  dare?  A.  Yes,  he  did. 

Q.  W  hat  did  he  say?  A.  T  asked  him  why,  and  he  says,  “Well, 

I  will  tell  you  why;  my  son  has  forbidden  me  to  get  married.”  I 
said  “Why?’  ‘‘Well,”  he  said,  “I  don’t  know,  but”  he  says,  “he 
has  threatened  me  if  T  get  married  he  will  shoot  me  or  kill  me.” 
Now,  that  is  the  remarks  he  made  to  me  at  that  very  time  that 
•Mrs.  Cramer  was  in  the  hospital.  Of  course  I  felt  sorry  for  him ; 
ho  broke  down  and  was  crying  about  it.  And  T  didn’t  understand 
that,  why  the  children  should  object  to  such  a  thing.  And  the 
conversation  then  drifted  on  in  that  manner. 

Q  What  was  his  demeanor  toward  Mrs.  Cramer  when  you  saw 
him  with  her?  A.  Well,  he  was  always — he  seemed  to  have  a  very 
great  affection  for  her,  her  and  her  children,  and  always  talking 
.about  her  daughter,  and  particularly  the  grandchild,  who,  I  think, 
is  named  after  him,  and  said  they  would  not  have  to  suffer:  he  was 
going  to  look  out  for  all  of  them ;  when  he  was  dead  there  would 
be  plenty  for  them  all.  I  never  knew  until  that  time  that  he  had 

made  a  provision  for  them,  or  had  done  anything - 

Q.  Well,  did  he  then  inform  you  that  he  had  made  pro¬ 
vision  for  them?  A.  Well,  he  didn’t  say  just  directly  he  had, 
hut  I  concluded  from  his  conversation  he  had,  to  some  extent,  be¬ 
cause  he  said  he  had  tried  to  get  her  to  resign  her  position ;  that 
she  would  have  sufficient  to  live  on ;  so  T  took  it  from  that  that 
something  of  the  kind  had  occurred,  but  I  didn’t  ask  him  whether  he 
had  or  not. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time  discuss  spiritualism  with  you?  A.  Never 


once. 


Q.  In  that  conversation  did  he  make  any  allusion  to  having  re¬ 
ceived  spirit  letters  or  mediumistic  letters?  A.  Never  a  one  to  me. 
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Q.  Nor  at  any  time?  A.  Never  at  any  time:  never  a  word-  I 

never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind.  '  ’ 

Q.  During  your  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hurd  did  you  ever  ob- 
sene  any  indication  of  mental  deterioration?  A  Never  in  flip 

Q.  Or  of  imbecility?  A  Not  the  slightest.  The  last  time  1  saw 
Mr.  Ilurd  was  in  December  of  1009.  Well,  in  November  and 
December,  both— both  months.  In  December  of  1000  I  Was  at  Mrs 
.miners  apartment.  We  were  there  alone.  Mrs.  Cramer  lie  -aid 
had  gone  out  to  see  her  brother,  and  I  stayed  there  with  him  until’ 
alf  past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  con  versa- 
on.  I  could  not  think  (he  man  was  anything  but  rational  in  all 
nis  conversations  with  me. 

616  Q.  You  never  saw  anything  to  the  contrarv?  \  Never 
m  my  life. 

Cross-ex  a  m  i  nation. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  about  his  mining  operations?  A.  ITe 
told  me  about  having  ore  mines  at  different  time® 

Q.  Well,  what  did  lie  say?  A.  Well.  I  don't  remember  just  what 
he  did  say.  more  than  he  told  me  Ins  experience  in  mining,  the 
,. i_  S)""e  9J  1  d,<l  uuue.  as  far  as  what  I  knew  aliout  it. 

11  .  }<•  ,?llere  ,11"1  lle  «>y  l*'e  "lines  were?  A.  Now.  reallv 

i>  u-  n°n  i  re,n1e,u,*r  J^t  where  he  said  his  mine  was. 

Well,  what  else  did  you  talk  with  him  about?  A.  Oh  everv- 
thing  in  general;  about  the  family.  ’  ' 

Q.  \\  hat  family  ?  A.  Mis.  Cramer  and  the  family. 

<}.  Anything  else?  A  No.  1  don't  think  we  ever  did  talk  much 

of  ihe  l'ni6''  SUl,i-00'  Iris  «l."le  subject  to  me  was-outside 

6  ,nunmS  ‘i1  X,rs'  Clalller  and  the  children,  and 

D  mmht  iTlh  Bn,nd‘?,J1'1-  ,IIe  told  me  ?0,nething  about  what  he 
0KnidLifn  ’  an<  K?v  he."'!l's  a 'Tanging  to  provide  for  them. 

Did  he  tell  you  what  provision  he  had  made?  A.  No.  he  never. 

mS'  Cradiii1er»,elVV0YeWl'ft  £7™°"  ,le  «™'»emplated  making  for 

'•  Yes;  to  this  extent.  He  said  he  would  make 

thhur  pr0V,r°Ij  ,l^Tt  tllev  W0,,M  no1  have  to  want  for  anv- 

tlimg  after  he  was  dead.  Now,  the  amount  of  that  I  don’t  know 

a  hat  that  would  amount  to.  but  that  is  what  he  said  to  me 

,  ',mv  f'c<  1  "en t ly  were  you  here  in  Washington  in  I90.V'  \ 

"  v!  '  J  T  Kuess-  five  or  six  times  during  the  vear 

times  in  190fi.  A‘  °h'  1  'lon  t  think  1  wa?  here  b,i(  a  <’""ple  of 
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618  Thereupon,  Miss  Mary  H.  Taggart,  called  as  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Dii  *ect  examination. 


By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q-  Miss  Taggart,  where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupa¬ 
tion?^  A.  I  live  at  903  French  Street,  Northwest;  I  am  a  clerk  in 
the  Treasury  Department. 

Q.  Y  on  have  been  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department  how  many 
years?  A.  Eleven  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Cramer,  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  I  do, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  I  should  judge  about 
nine  or  ten  years;  ten  years. 

Q.  Where  was  she  living  when  you  first  made  her  acquaintance? 
A.  1331  14th  street. 

Q.  IIow  did  you  make  her  acquaintance?  A.  Why,  we  both 
were  living  there  in  the  same  apartment. 

Q.  You  were  occupying  the  apartment  with  her?  A.  Part  of  the 
apartment,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  constituted  her  family  at  that  time,  Miss  Taggart?  A. 
Well,  her  son,  a  roomer,  and  myself. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  roomer?  A.  Mr.  Leshear. 

619  Q,  How  long  then  did  you  live  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A. 
About  two  years. 

Q.  That  carried  you  to  what  year?  A.  1903,  about. 

Q.  And  since  that  time  have  you  lived  with  her?  A.  No,  sir, 

I  have  not.  My  people  moved  down  here  just  about  that  time,  from 
New  Jersey. 

Q.  Your  family,  you  mean?  A.  My  family,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  lived  with  them  since  that  time?  A.  Since 
that  time. 

Q.  Since  that  time  have  you  kept  up  vour  acquaintance  with  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  Very  greatly. 

Q.  And  have  visited  their  apartment?  A.  Frequently;  perhaps 
two  or  three  times  a  week;  sometimes  once  a  week. 

Q.  To  what  church  do  you  belong,  if  any?  A.  Episcopal. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  spiritualist?  A.  Not  at  all,  no. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  TIurd?  A.  T  do. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  meet  him?  A.  Well,  about  the  same  time. 

I  think,  at  1331  14th  street,  and  then  on  Vermont  Avenue. 

Q,  You  mean  when  Mrs.  Cramer  was  living  on  Vermont  Avenue? 
A.  Lived  there  part  of  the  time  that  they  did. 

620  Q.  And  after  they  moved  to  the  De  Soto"  did  you  continue 
your  visits  there?  A.  Oh,  yes  indeed. 

Q-  TTow  well  did  you  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hurd?  A. 
Why,  very  well  indeed.  T  knew  him  so  well  that  I  saw  him  every 
time  I  went  there — went  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  house. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  house  did  he  occupy.  Miss  Taggart.  A. 
Why,  all  of  it. 
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Q-  ^  mean  he  was  not  restricted  to  any  particular  room?  A 
Ao,  he  was  not. 

(J.  \\  here  did  you  usually  see  him?  A. 'Sometimes  in  the  din- 

in£r°??\’  Honiet,mes  in  tlie  Parlor,  and  sometimes  in  the  kitchen. 

Did  you  ever  have  any  extended  talks  with  him?  A.  Well 
no  sjr;  simply  on  generalities;  things  in  the  paper,  like  that. 

(J.  Can  you  recall  any  of  the  principal  subjects  of  conversation, 
or  were  they  of  any  such  consequence  as  to  make _  A  (In¬ 

terposing:)  Well.  no.  sir;  it  was  simply— sometimes  he  was  simply 
telling  me  little  anecdotes  of  his  past  life,  about  how  he  made  his 
money  in  Saratoga,  and  about  his  not  eating  only  certain  things. 

W-  "  hat  attention  did  he  give  to  current  events?  A.  Very  great 
attention.  He  was  quite  a  student  of  things  of  the  day. 

roi  Q •  A  newspaper  reader?  A.  ^  es,  sir,  very  great.  I  would 

see  1,1,11  m?st  always  when  I  was  going  around  there  with  a 
newspaper  in  his  hand,  reading  the  paper. 

as  h.e. i,n  active  nian  "r  not?  A.  Very  active,  both  mentally 
and  physically. 

him' "I'1  Yk"  :,i,,,he  al',,car  *"  >’<>»  •*?  A.  I  have  taken 

Amli  T  rH’U  n<e  Cannon  a  age;  he  had  been  taken  for 
ni  le  Joe  Cannon  several  times  when  we  were  out — lots  of  times 

that  I  n/le  'e '6  a- ',keneSS?  f  A‘  '  ver>’  Krei"  likeness,  so  much  so 
w!is  his  *  p  Was  fran,e<1  for  ,lis  an,l  everyone  thought  it 

Q.  What  estimate  did  you  form  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  mental  canicitv 
ami  mtel h gem*.  Mi*  Taggart?  A.  lie  was  a  mr  , 
intelligent,  shrewd  old  gentleman.  '  K  n' 

Q.  Did  you  ever  ohseiwe  any  signs  of  mental  weakness  in  him  ' 
A.  No,  sir:  1  did  not.  ' 

q  When  did  you  last  see  him?  A.  I  should  sav  about  the  latter 
|ia.i  of  February  or  the  hrst  of  March  last 

Q.  1010?  A.  1010;  that’s  right. 

JL  DeSoto.  V°"  hi,M  Where?  A'  1,1  Mr>  Cramer's  house. 

M,ss  Tapirt.  ‘,0  y»n  wall  an  occasion  when  Mrs 
“■  Cramer  was  ill  and  at  the  hospital?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

•  i oao  tv  ,  "en  was  that,  about — how  long  ago?  V  That  w*w 

in  1908;  February,  1908.  *  "a 

Q.  February,  1008?  A.  February,  1008 

q.  Did  you.  during  the  time  that  she  was  at  the  hosDital  and 
away  from  her  apartments,  call  on  Mr  Hurd’  t  r,;'  an  1 

time,  r  think  it  was  February  22nd.  '  '  d,d  a*  °n<> 

O'  Whv’ °A 'Th'T  d'd  >Tn,fS0?o  A-  A<  Mrs.  Cramer’s. 

.  •,  i  ■  ,  , '  ('ad  Msited  Mrs.  Cramer  several  times  in  the 
hospital  and  she  asked  me  to  go  and  call  on  the  old  gentleinln 
because  he  was  lonely  and  T  went  and  called  on  him 

oVM  in  "  ""  '■  1  “**  «  -  *!»•»■ 

I  Aid.  hLXVe“' .  hi“  "'»"«?  a.  Ye. 

•  Q.  Will  you  tell  us  just  what  that  conversation  wa«?  A,  He 
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opened  the  door  for  me  and  let  me  in.  and  asked  me  to  be  seated, 
as  he  always  did,  and  asked  me  to  have  some  wine,  and  I  said 
“No,  Mr.  Hurd”,  \  didn’t  care  for  any  just  then.  Then  he  sat  down 
and  talked  to  me  about  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  he  was  very  much  worried 
and  upset,  and  tears  came  into  his  eyes,  and  he  said  she  would 
never  get  well.  T  said  “Oh,  ye*  she  will,  Mr.  Hurd,  I  am  sure  of  it.” 
He  says.  “Oh,  no,  1  am  afraid  she  won't;  she  has  worked  herself  to 
death  in  the  home  here  and  in  the  office,”  and,  he  says,  “She  can  t 
resign  now  because  she  has  not  money  enough,  but  I  am 
023  going  to  fix  it  so  she  can  resign.”  That  is  what  he  said  to 
me.  He  was  very  much  wrought  up  because  of  her  condition. 
He  says  “1  have  no  home:  what  will  I  do  for  a  home  if  Mrs.  Cramer 
died?” 


Q.  Did  he  say  anything  in  that  interview  as  to  what  he  had  al¬ 
ready  done  for  her?  A.  He  didn't  exactly  say.  He  said  she  hadn’t 
enough  to  resign,  is  what  he  said,  that  wav;  lie  said  “She  can’t  re¬ 
sign  now,”  but.  he  said,  “I  will  fix  it  so  she  can  resign.” 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  ever  say  to  you  about  any  spiritualis¬ 
tic  letters?  A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Q-  Or  mediumistic  letters?  A.  Nothing  at  all:  T  never  heard 
of  it. 


Q.  Never  heard  of  it?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  Mrs.  Cramer  having 
^  uch  letters  ?  A.  Never;  never  heard  of  it. 

Q  And  you  never  heard  of  anything  of  that  kind  during  the 
whole  term  of  your  acquaintance  with  the  two?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q  r)i(l  ^Irs*  Hurd  at  any  time  say  anything  to  vou  about  having 
wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  if  so  what? 

Mr.  Ford:  This  is  objected  to  as  leading. 


A.  He  did  at  one  time  in  1315  .14th  street,  but  not  exactly  in  so 
many  word*. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  he  say  ?  A.  He  said  something  about  he  would 
ike  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  and  Mrs.  Cramer  had  been 
<>-4  home  for  two  or  three  days  and  working  around,  and  he  was 
always  very  much  pleased  when  she  would  stay  home.  He 
said  he  wished  she  could  stay'  home  with  him  all  the  time,  but  it 
would  not  do,  because  he  wou  1  d  be  afraid  to  marry  her 

Q  Wd  he  say  why?  A.  Well,  he  intimated  that  he  would  be 
afraid  of  his  life. 

Q.  How  afraid  of  his  life,  if  he  said  or  intimated?  A.  Well  he 
said  that  he  thought  that  his  son  objected  verv  strongly  to  his  marrv- 

"ri"  he  k!  1,e  a,fraili  ‘hat  ‘here  might  be  some 
terrible  disaster.  He  w^oiild  like  a  home  of  his  owTn 

q.  What  was  his  general  demeanor  towards  Mrs.  Cramer’  A 
hat  of  a  father  toward  a  daughter,  but  something  very  much 
trot''fr„  Ho  admired  her  in  every  way.  He  never  did  anything 
in  the  world  hut  just  talk  about  what  she  could  do;  how  capable 
she  was.  and  how  she  had  struggled  all  these  years  to  bring  up  her 
( hildren,  and  could  make  a  dollar  go  further  than  any  woman  he 
ever  saw.  He  said  that  innumerable  times  to  me. 
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Q.  \\  hat  was  his  attitude  towards  her  children?  A.  That  of  a 
' cry  pleasant  old  gentleman;  always  very  nice  to  them,  and  very 

Sm  r!]68  uu  towurd  the  li,tle  grandchild.  He  loved 

tiiem  dearly,  lenton  was  home,  too. 

Q.  By  •Fenton  "  you  mean  the  little  hoy?  A.  The  little  hoy, 
ye».  j  r 

Cross-exam  i  n  ati  on . 


By  Mr.  Ford: 


(>25 

ist  ? 
was. 
ject. 


Taggart,  with  whom  have  you  talked  about  this 
ca>e.  A.  iSot  to  anyone,  sir. 

,  H'  T°r  f  you  did"'*  kno'v  ‘hat  -Mr.  Hurd  was  a  spirilual- 
*  !,;!]’,!  r>  ,» ha«  I  didn't  say  that  I  didn't  humw  he 

I  .aid  th.it  1  dtdn  t  know — he  never  talked  to  me  on  the  suli- 


Q.  He  never  talked  to  you  on  the  subject  of  spiritualism?  A 
a  o,  sir.  except  to  say  that  he  liked  to  talk  about  his  wife,  that  was 

J  he.,Say  a,M,u.t  his  «»*>?  A.  That  was  about  all 

that  he  looked  forward  to  meeting  her,  in  that  wav 

H.  In  what  way?  A.  In  a  spiritualistic  way.  Y  can’t  exnlain  it 
liecause  1  don’t  understand  it,  '  explain  it, 

Q'  'I'11  he  say  about  his  wife?  A.  That  he  hoped  to  meet 

•  her,  that  she  would  he  waiting  for  him. 

’2  hsthal  all  he  said?  A.  That  is  all  he  said, 

his  wife?  QAYeshesirh°W  °''  any  affection  ,hllt  he  had  for 

-  %  . -  — « 

it  . .  * fcra  s 

$  p  ps  ™  Ssirlrr  h,,ir  •  j„  ^  . ... 

Q.  In  that  affidavit  did  von  not  sav  (h  it  “Mr  Tli  1°"'  >n‘ 
•spiritualist  in  belief  and  informed  me  that  his  belie/ haV™'*  a 

..  h.  ,  Sprite1'  li’Mr — 
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628  Thereupon,  Thacker  E.  Lee,  called  as  a  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  and  being  first  dulv  sworn,  was  ex¬ 
amined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct-examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Doctor^  you  are  a  dentist,  1  lielieve?  A.  Yes,  sir.  and  I  am 
also  an  M.  D. 

Q.  An  M.  D.  ?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

How  long  have  you  been  practicing  dentistry?  A.  Goiinr  on 
twenty-four  years.  ‘ 

If  Where  is  your  office,  Doctor?  A.  1420  N  Street,  Northwest. 
Q-  In  this  city?  A.  In  this  city. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs  Cramer?  “  A.  Very  slightly.  1  never  met 

!ii  ii  ni?  until  a  very  few  evenings  ago;  never  saw  her. 
tiiat  I  know  of,  to  know  her;  I  met  her  only  once  in  my  life  1 
would  not  be  able  to  recognize  her  now  except  I  happened  to  see 
her.  Otherwise,  if  she  had  not  been  here  on  this  purpose — I  would 
not  know  her  on  the  street,  or  anywhere  else;  I  wouldn’t  know  her 
by  sight,  because  I  saw  her  once  at  night  only. 

If  V?u  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  '  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

0.  W  hen  did  you  first  become  acquainted  with  him9  \  I  could 
not  tell  you  that  accurately,  either,  hut  I  have  done  small 
b-9  items  of  dental  work  for  Mr.  Hurd  at  intervals  during  the 
last,  probably  five— four  or  five  or  five  or  six  years  1  would 
not  be  positive  as  to  the  accuracy  of  that,  but  1  know  I  have  worked 
on  him  in  a  small  way,  on  two  or  three  different  occasions  until 

about  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  when  I  did  a  good  bit  of  work  for  him 
at  one  time. 

(f  Ci"  rVM)u  flx  ab.out  the  date  <’f  that  time  a  little  over  a  year 
ago/  A  1  hat  was  between  the  11th  and  lfi'th  of  August  1909 
during  those  periods.  ’  ’ 

•iddre/Vnd  WherC  d*d  y0U  see  him  then?  A.  At  rnv  present  office 

Q.  About  how  many  times  did  you  see  him?  A.  A  sufficient 
number  of  times  for  me  to  extract  one  or  two  teeth,  take  impres¬ 
sions,  and  make  two  partial  plates,  as  1  recollect,  an  upper  partial 
plate  and  a  lower  partial  plate.  F 

Q.  Can  you  remember  about  how  long  that  would  require  him 
to  be  at  your  office?  A.  Well,  anywhere  from  an  l.our  to  an  hou 
and  a  half  for  each  time. 

theQii?h  in4W1«;ahny  0CI'a?i0nST  ,A'  fh,ri"S  the  time  between 

the  11th  and  16th  inclusive;  1  think  probably  every  day  or  every 

other  day  during  that  time.  y  y’  or  ever> 

Q.  Did  you  converse  with  him,  Doctor?  A.  Quite  considerably. 

KQO  •  ym  V‘Ik  '!rx,n  current  events?  A.  Yes,  sir;  and 

630  concerning  his  life;  his  past  life. 

j-j  „  9'  1  wi?h  J’011  w?uld  tel1  us,  as  near  as  you  can  what  von 

did  talk  about.  A.  \\  ell.  in  the  first  place.  I  am  an  admirer  of  aged 

33— 2483a 


258  FENTON  J.  HURD.  ETC1..  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 

people,  especially  when  they  seen,  exceptionally  bright  and  philoso- 

W?'  ,Di,d  .he1.seem.  bri^‘  and  philosophic?  A.  He  certainly  did. 
\Ve  started  discussing  the  subject  of  his  age  and  his  health,  and 
kindred  subjects  and  I  asked  him  how  old  he  was;  his  answer  was 
I  \\ill  be  eighty-seven  or  “I  am  eighty-seven/’  or  “I  will  be 
eighty-seven  my  next  birthday;  and  I  haven’t  had  a  doctor  in  ”  I 

•ItVo  fnerT'w’  S1Xty  or  seven,y  years;  and  I  haven’t  used  tea  nor 
tot.ee  lor  forty  years,  nor  sjient  a  sleepless  night.”  And  I  thought 

his  statement  so  remarkable  that  I  said  “Wait  a  minute,”  and  [  sat 

t Own  at  my  desk  and  took  up  my  appointment  book  and  wrote  that 

down,  just  for  my  own  benefit,  on  one  of  the  back  pages  of  mv 
appointment  book.  1  ^  • 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  do  that?  A.  Simply  because  it 
stimk  me  as  being  such  a  remarkable  statement,  and'  I  called  mv 
wife  s  attention  to  it  after  that.  My  memory  is  not  extra  good  for 

some  things  I  hear  My  sense  of  sight  is  verv  much  better  than  mv 
hearing,  its  to  recollection.  3 

Q.  Tell  us  whether  or  not  it  is  a  practice  of  yours  to  make  a 
memorandum  of  that?  A.  I  won’t  say  that  it  is  an  habitual  prac 
1T  ^ave  done  it  on  various  occasions.  On  one  occasion  dur- 
,m  "8  ',7  Grai/d  Army  Encampment  here,  in  1892,  there  was 

R  v»!d  V6"  en'.an  lerp  was  then  postmaster  at  White 
^lver,  \  ermont,  who  told  me  some  verv  remarkable  facts 
concerning  his  service  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  War— some 
interesting  incidents,  and  I  immediately  got  a  piece  of  paper  and 
wrote  it  down-incidents  that  he  related  for  the  purp^Tof  mv 

own  benefit  ,  and  it  would  lie  difficult  to  find  it.  I  guess-  I  have  that 
paper  stored  away  now.  8  ’  1  nn'e  Ulat 

Q  Ho  you  remember  what  it  was  that  you  wrote  down  in  the 
, ,  '...  .j  ‘<i'e  the  book  here,  just  what  I  wrote  down. 

W-  '*  ell,  would  you  mind  reading  it. 

competent’’  '  °bjeCt  ‘°  "  bei,,R  i","lateri"l,  irrelevant  and  in- 

A.  This  was  written  down  hastily,  without  anv  idea  of  good  writ- 
mg.  or  anything.  (Reading:)  “Mr  F.  .1.  Hurd-;  eightv-seven •  Ver¬ 
mont ;  never  sick  a  day,  nor  had  a  sleepless  night  in  seven  iv 
F\er\  damn  one  of  his  town  folks  are  dead.  He  never  drank  or 
uses  tobacco  m  any  form ;  never  eats  meat,  and  has  not  for  forty 
sears,  ^''a. ^leaves-  table  with  an  appetite,  and  never  waits  at  table 
<“*•>  *1  de>ert;  There  is  some  other  part  of  it  that  I  would 

rather  not  read  on  account  of  the  lady  being  present. 

(The  sentence  referred  to  by  the  witness  as  not  desiring  to  read 
£  folbwsT1106,  W8S  the  ho6k  by  the  Examiner’  and  fa 

Nothing  at  all  matter  with  water-works.” 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

MrQHurdtoldCyo0nVd0AI  },ndere,a"d  -vou  *>  *>.v  that  that  is  what 
'  H  d  told  y°u  •  A  Just  exactly,  sir,  as  I  have  written  it  down. 
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He  was  .standing  up  alongside  my  desk,  and  I  had  this  appoint¬ 
ment  book  handy,  and  the  things  that  he  told  me  impressed  me,  I 
might  say  so  wonderfully  that  I  wrote  them  in,  this  book;  and 
“Heads  papers  without  glasses;”  that  is  another  thing  in  addition 
to  that,  which  he  told  me.  lie  told  me  he  read  the  Star  every 
night  when  he  came  home  without  glasses,  and  I  thought  that  an 
unusual  feat  for  a  man  eighty-seven  years  old;  more  than  I  can  do. 

Q.  well,  did  you,  in  addition  to  talking  about  his  health  and 
condition,  talk  about  current  events?  A.  Oh,  yes.  He  was  tell¬ 
ing  me  about  money-making,  and  his  mines,  etc.,  and  about  his 
having  owned  an  iron  mine  at  one  time;  and  he  or  his  father  or 
father-in-law,  or  something,  I  won’t  lie  positive  as  to  who  it  was, 
but  he  said  that  they  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  ore  out  of  that 
mine;  that  his  father  had  sold  out  for,  I  think,  $100,000,  or  $200,- 
000,^  or  something  like  that;  he  and  his  father-in-law,  or  father,  1 
won  t  be  positive  as  to  who  the  people  w-ere.  He  said  that  since 
he  had  spld  out  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  eight  or  ten 
million  dollars’  worth  of  ore  had  been  taken  from  those 
<>33  mines.  And  he  also  mentioned  the  fact  that  he  was  living 
at  the  He  Soto  apartment  house.  I  knowT  he  had  lived  across 
the  street  from  my  office  some  time  prior  to  that;  and  when  he  first 
came  in  the  office  I  hardly  recognized  him,  and  as  soon  as  he  told 
me  who  he  was  I  said,  “Oh,  ves,  you  are  the  gentleman  wTho  was 
sent  to  me,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Leshear,”  who  used  to  live  in  the  same 
house  with  him.  He  would  say,  when  I  advised  him  to  get  those 
teeth,  he  said,  “Well,  I  will  have  to  consult  with  the  folks  at  home- 
1  want  to  get  their  advice  on  the  matter.”  And  I  said:  “To  whom 
do  you  refer?”  And  he  said  or  mentioned  the  lady  with  whom  he 
was  living.  He  said  “I  have  great  confidence  in  her  judgment, 
and  want  to  consult  her  before  having  that  done.” 

Q,  Doctor,  what  opinion  did  you  form  of  his  intelligence  from 
vour  talk  with  him,  and  your  observation  of  him?  A.  Well,  sir, 
they  were  certainly  favorable,  and  I  might  add  that  it  is  not  very 
likely  that  an\  dentist,  and  a  medical  doctor,  too,  by  education, 
would  be  apt  to  write  down  something  being  told  me  by  a  man  who 
was,  in  the  slightest  degree,  non  compos  mentis. 

(}.  Well,  what  was  your  opinion  of  his  mentality,  whether  it 
was  good  and  sound  or  not?  A.  I  saw-  no  reason  whatever,  sir,  to 
think  that  he  was  not  as  perfectly  sane,  as  perfectly  intelligent  and 
intellectual  as  any  other  man  I  had  ever  met,  especially  in  consid¬ 
eration  of  his  age;  I  didn’t  get  any  impression  whatever  of  a 
o34  lack  of  normal  mentality. 

Q.  Did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  he  was 
a  man  of  convictions  or  positive  nature?  A.  Well,  I  taken  him  to 
be  a  very  positive  man.  He  had  a  face  that  anybody  who  was 
anything  of  a  physiognomist  would  know  at  once  that  he  was  a 
man  of  firm  make-up. 

Q.  Now,  Doctor,  you  have  stated  what  your  opinion  was  as  based 
upon  his  physiognomy.  Tell  me.  whether  or  not  you  formed  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  he  had  positive  convictions,  from  your  con¬ 
versations  with  him,  as  w^ell  as  from  his  face?  A.  Well,  I  was 
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convinced  of  that,  Mr.  Lester,  as  a  result  of  my  dealings  with  him 
88  “  de"',s‘>  an<1  ">  a  husiness  way.  Those  two  opportunities™ 
themselves  were  suttieient  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion 

635  .  Q-  rlla"  "hat?  A.  Than  that  he  was  a  perfeetlv  reZn 

sible.  sane  man.  1 

Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you,  then.  Doctor,  that  you  had  no  acquaint¬ 
ance  w.th  Mr  Ilurd  until  in  August.  1<)0<».  except  that  vou  saw  him 
in  the  neighborhood?  A.  No.  sir. 

suehr'thiESTEK  °b'e<',‘‘<1  lo-  lKH'!IU(!e  llle  witness  did  not  state  any 

A  (Continuing:)  No,  sir.  1  stated  that  I  did  work  for  him.  Mr. 
bord,  on  various  occasions.  I  remember  on  one  or  two  occasions  he 
had  worn  some  of  Ins  teeth  down,  the  sharp  edges,  and  lie  came  over, 
ami  I  had  to  take  the  stone  on  my  engine  and  cut  those  sharp  edges 
olt,  to  keep  from  cutting  his  tongue  and  lips. 

.  hen  was  that?  A.  I  don’t  know  positively,  but  it  was  con¬ 

sider  ubh  pi  lor  to  this  latter  work;  it  was  probably  a  year  or  two  be¬ 
fore  that.  I  worked  for  him  on  two  or  three  occasions,  extracted  a 
tooth  for  him;  worked  for  him  before  1  did  for  Mr.  Leshear.  Then 
I  did  his  latter  work  for  him. 

Q.  Who  was  Mr.  Leshear?  A.  Mr.  Leshear  was  a  gentleman  who 
came  to  me  from  that  same  house  where  Mr.  Ilurd  used  to  live  op¬ 
posite  my  office  on  Mill  street.  He  was  the  head  of  some  de¬ 
partment  in  Kami’s  store. 

bob  Q.  What  current  events  did  you  discuss  with  Mr.  Hurd? 

A.  Now.  that  L  a  long  way  back.  1  have  just  stated  some  of 
the  things  that  I  discussed  with  him.  I  discussed  his  mode  of  life, 
etc.,  and  the  fact  of  his  having  owned  some  mines,  and  the  verv  great 
mistake  that  lie  and  his  folks  made  in  disposing  of  these  mines 
instead  of  holding  them  themselves,  and  getting  out  of  them  what 
was  in  them. 

b*>7  Q.  Now.  isn’t  it  true.  Doctor,  that  most  of  his  cnnversa- 
tion  was  with  respect  to  the  early  years  of  his  manhood,  or 
to  the  time  when  he  was  in  his  prime  as  a  business  man?  A.  You 
mean  the  most  of  the  current  events? 

Q.  No,  most  of  the  conversation.  A.  The  most  of  the  conversa¬ 
tion  was  pertaining  to  the  work  1  had  on  hand  for  him. 

Q.  Well.  T  mean  leaving  that  out  of  consideration,  was  not  his 
conversation  principally  with  respect  to  something  that  had  been, 
not  something  that  was?  A.  Well,  probably  it  mav  have  been  a 
preponderance  of  that. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  discu  SS  his  religious  belief  with  you?  A.  No. 

I  don  t  think  he  ever  did:  if  he  did  T  have  forgotten  it;  T  have  no 
recollection  of  it  whatever. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  whether  or  not  he  was  a  spiritualist?  A. 
No,  T  did  not. 
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638  Q.  Well,  suppose  I  would  tell  you  that  Mr.  Kurd  ha*  testi¬ 
fied  in  this  case  that  the  defendant  Cramer  pretended  to  be 

a  spiritualist,  and  to  l>e  a  spiritualistic  medium,  and  as  such  wrote 
him  numerous  letters  purjjorting  to  come  from  Mr.  Hurd’s  deceased 
wife,  and  that,  believing  in  the  genuineness  of  those  letter’s,  he 
had  been  induced  to  turn  over  to  Mrs.  Cramer  a  good  many  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  Would  that  affect  your  opinion  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  men¬ 
tality?  A.  No,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  why  it  would  not.  if  I  may  he 
permitted  to  in  this  particular  case.  Simply  because  Mr.  Hurd  told 
me  on  two  ocasions — once,  I  won’t  state  the  exact  date,  hut  during 
this  term  of  his  last  visits  to  me  for  dental  work,  that  he  owed  a  great 
deal  to  the  lady  with  whom  he  roomed:  that  she  was  very  kind  to 
him  and  took  good  care  of  him.  and  took  better  care  of  him — I  asked 
him  why  he  was  not  with  his  folks,  if  he  had  any,  and  he  said  he 
didn’t  have  many  folks;  I  think  he  said  he  had  a  grandchild;  hut 

this  ladv  was  verv  kind  to  him.  and  he  had  a  better  home  with  her 
*  • 

than  he  would  have  had  if  he  had  been  with  his  own  people,  and 
that  being  the  fact,  T  should  conclude,  if  you  ask  me  for  a  truthful 
statement,  I  would  conclude  that  he  was  inclined  to  do  those  things 
of  his  own  free  will;  that  is  my  conclusion. 

638 Vo  Thereupon.  Joseph  S.  Wall,  M.  P..  called  as  a  witness 

on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct,  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Dr.  Wall,  you  have  already  testified  in  this  case?  A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  I  now  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  vour  estimate  of  Mr. 
Hurd.  Please  state  again  how  long  you  knew  Mr.  Hurd — Mr.  Fen¬ 
ton  J.  Hurd.  A.  1  knew  Mr.  Hurd  six  or  seven  years.  T  am  unable 
to  say  exactly  how  long. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  you  meet  him?  A.  Probably  at  least 
seven  years. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  you  meet  him?  A.  T  used  to  see  him 
very  frequently  going  by  my  own  office  there,  and  T  met  him  on  the 
occasions  of  visits  to  Mrs.  Cramer  at  intervals,  possibly  once  a  year: 
some  years  maybe  oftener. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversations  with  him?  A.  Oh,  yes,  T 
talked  with  him  when  T  met  him  there.  Occasionally  he  used  to 
come  over  to  mv  office  and  ask  me  to  come  and  see  Mrs.  Cramer. 
He  was  the  messenger  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  TTow  extended  were  those  conversations.  Doctor?  A.  They 
were  not  at  great  length.  T  would  just  talk  with  him;  meet  him  at 
the  house.  One  of  the  longest  conversations  T  had  with  him  was 
one  occasion  of  his  visit  to  my  office,  not  on  his  own  account, 

639  hut  simply  as  a  messenger  for  Mrs.  Cramer.  T  suppose  we 
talked  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  on  that  occasion. 

Q.  About  when  was  that,  Doctor?  A.  I  could  not  say  the  date; 
about  four  years  ago,  I  should  say. 
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I  could*  noL°"  the  year  witil  or  not?  A.  No, 

went  there?0"  A.^Yef  ^  Cra'"er"  »>"•«  "hen  you 

Q.  And  is  there  any  other  time  or  place,  Doctor?  \  I  would 
meet  him  on  the  street  sometimes,  and  just  sav  a  few  words  to  him 

tew  El**  *•  '"d  »“*«  «~1  ”»• 

™'Vhat  eStin,ate  di<1  •VOn  fon"  of  Mr-  »  «  man  of  intelli- 

l  FlRj  01>'e<'.,e1  1,1  on  <t,e  ground  that  the  witness  has  shown 
that  he  had  no  such  intercourse  with  Mr.  Hurd  as  enabled  him  to 

f  an  opinion.  A.  Why,  in  my  meeting  of  him.  T  thought  he  was 

• ,'"a?  of  ,r’rd'na1r>'  intelligence:  lie  was  bright  and  talkative  when- 
m er  T  spoke  to  him  and  talked  with  him. 

Q.  Did  von  have  occasion  to  treat  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes.  The 
hrsl  time  I  ever  treated  him  personally  was  in  this  vear — this  last 
February,  and  T  was  called  to  see  him  on  account  of  a  cold. 

rin  i  ,  Jh^t  time  how  much  of  an  examination  did  vou 
make  of  him  A.  T  made  a  complete  examination  of  his 
chest  and  talked  with  him:  I  was  prohahlv  there  half  an 
hour,  made  him  run  around  the  diningroom  table  and  show  me  he 
£ot  short  of  breath  :  went  over  him,  his  chest,  rather  completelv  He 
was  suffering^  from  a  bronchitis  at  that  time,  and  had  a  good  deal 

of  cardiac  asthma  on  exertion.  That  was  the  first  time  T  ever  treated 
him  professionally. 

Q.  What  degree  of  activity  did  you  find  him  to  have?  A.  He 
was  able  to  be  up  and  out  of  his  bed  and  get  around,  but  on  exertion 
such  as  I  have  described  he  got  very  short  of  breath  and  coughed 
a  good  deal  and  was  not  able  to  do  very  much  at  that  time,  until 
he  quieted  down  and  sat  down  and  rested.  Tie  was  out  and  about  ■ 
tie  w as  not  in  bed,  though,  when  I  saw  him. 

Q.  At  other  times  when  you  were  not  treating  him,  hut  observed 
huii.  what  was  his  degree  of  activity?  A.  Tie  was  a  man  of  usual 
activity  as  tar  as  T  could  see.  He  was  out  and  about,  and  walked 
about  the  street,  and  seemed  to  be  very  active  and  capable. 

Q.  Now,  as  to  his  mental  qualifications,  what  did  you  observe  as 
to  that.  Please  state  fully.  Was  he  an  active-minded  man.  a  man 
o:  normal  and  sound  mind,  or  not?  A.  lie  was.  as  far  as  niv  ob¬ 
servation  showed,  at  any  time,  a  man  of  normal  mind  He  wa< 
very  active  mentally;  he  was  a  great  talker,  and.  as  T  testified  before, 
the  only  item  that  T  ever  noticed  which  could  he  at  all  out  of  the 
way  was  a  reversion  to  his — a  repetition  of  events  in  his  past  life. 

which  is  a  quality  most  old  people  have  of  showing,  anyway. 
()^  Q*  V,M1  ever  observe  amv  evidence  of  mental  deterio¬ 
ration  or  decay?  A.  Not  other  than  I  have  stated. 
b41  Q.  Did  you  ever  observe  any  evidence  of  mental  detorio- 
Doctor— was  he  a  newspaper  reader,  or  the  like?  A.  No.  I  never 
did  discuss  current  events  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know’  whether  he  was  a  reader  of  the  newspapers9 
A.  That  I  could  not  say. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  discuss  with  him  any  business  affairs?  A.  None 
whatsoever. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  speak  with  you  of  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes, 
he  spoke  with  me  of  her,  when  she  was  sick  on  one  occasion,  and 
seemed  to  he  very  much  interested  in  her  welfare,  and  told  me  how 
much  she  was  suffering,  and  he  hoped  she  would  be  relieved;  spoke 
to  me  of  the  care  which  she  had  given  him  while  he  lived  there  at 
the  house. 

Q.  What  would  he  say  upon  that  topic?  A.  He  told  me  that  she 
had  taken  good  care  of  him  while  he  was  there — while  he  was  with 
her.  When  he  was  sick  that  she  had  taken  good  care  of  him,  and 
that  on  the  occasion  of  his  last  illness  he  said  that  she  would  take 
good  care  of  him,  and  there  was  no  reason  that  he  should  go  to  the 
hospital  or  anywhere  else,  and  he  didn’t  want  to  go  anywhere  else, 
but  I  finally  made  him  go.  Now,  those  are  about  the  only  occasions 
when  he  ever  spoke  to  me  about  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Did  he  indicate  to  you  how  he  regarded  her,  with 
642  what  sentiments? 


Mr.  P oki>  :  1  hat  is  objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the 
witness. 


Q.  (Continuing:)  And  if  so,  in  what  way?  A.  He  apparently 
had  the  most  kindly  sentiments  towards  Mrs.  Cramer. 


643  Cross  examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford. 

Q-  Now,  when  was  it,  Doctor,  that  you  had  this  conversation  with 
Mr.  Ilurd,  in  which  he  spoke  of  his  regard  for  Mrs.  Cramer,  wherein 
he  told  you  that  when  he  was  sick  she  had  taken  good  care  of 
him?  A.  That  was  on  the  occasion  of  his  last  illness,  when  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  he  could  be  cared  for  there  at  the  house,  or  whether 
he  would  have  to  go  to  the  hospital  and  be  cared  for  came  up. 

Q.  Do  you  refer  to  the  sickness  of  last  March?  A.  Yes,  sir.  Not 
t  the  February  \  lsit,  w  lien  lie  was  sitting  up  and  walking  about. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  time  that  he  ever  talked  with  you  about 
that  matter,  was  it?  A.  Yes. 


644  Whereupon,  Charles  C.  Lam  born,  called  as  a  witness  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mr.  Lamborn,  state  your  age,  your  place  of  residence,  and  your 
occupation.  A.  My  age  is  thirty-two;  I  live  at  1227  Eleventh  Street, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  assistant  treasurer  of  the  National  Savings  & 
Trust  Company. 

Q.  And  how  long  have  you  been  in  your  present  employment? 
A.  About  thirteen  years  and  a  half. 
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,(|  V0  VV0U.  kno'v.  ,Fento"  J-  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  met  him. 
1.  And  where  did  you  meet  him,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
and  how  frequently?  A.  1  met  him  in  the  office  of  the  company. 

fi-  f  *u|t  is  jhe  A.  1  lie  National  Savings  A  Trust 
>4o  Company.  I  have  never  met  him  anywhere  else.  lie  was 
introduced  to  me  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  bank,  and,  in 
he  capacity  of  notary  public,  why,  during  (he  last  few  years  1  guess 
i  Have  taken  his  acknowledgment  on  papers  probably  a  half  dozen 

Q.  W  hat  was  the  nature  of  the  papers?  A.  Why,  release  and 
.satisfaction  ot  mortgages;  lands  in  the  west  somewhere;  1  don't  re- 
member  where  they  were. 

Q.  Did  you  become  pretty  well  acquainted  with  him?  A.  No  sir. 
D.  Did  you  have  any  conversations  with  him?  A.  Only  in  a 
casual  sort  of  wav  remarking  about  the  weather,  and  one  time  I 
met  lmo  on  the  sidewalk,  outside  of  the  bank,  and  stopped  and 
'poke  to  him  a  moment,  that  was  the  only  time  I  ever  said  »,,v 
thing  to  him  outside  the  bank.  ' 

b  ,n,'lvY°U\r  vther  conversations  were  confined  to  the  business  in 
a  paper.  '  ,nkin«  acknowledgment  on 

inan^wi/atanT  '**”''*  of  his  mental  powers 

Mr.  Im>ri>:  r\  hat  is  objected  to,  as  the  witness  has  not  shown  him- 
selt  competent  to  testify  on  that  subject. 

A‘  /No'  .  1Ie  aIw»ys  seemed  to  me  to  l>e  a  very  bright  old  gentle¬ 
man  ior  his  age  as  far  as  I  knew.  “  8  gouue- 

‘l  Did  you  know  what  his  age  was,  Mr.  Lamborn.  A  lie 
told  me  at  one  time.  I  (Jon  t  remember  just  now  what  it  was,  but 

(>4<>  Hi  T\ah?U{  el^1ty-fiye  or  six ;  somewhere  along  there. 

4  i  #  5  h?.l°°,k  as  °  d  ^ /hat?  A.  I  think  he  looked  that 

1  1  (  f ’  h!!  lle  dldV  t  a.ct  tlmt  old,  probably;  lie  was  a  very  active 

‘‘Id  man  for  that  age,  I  think.  ‘ 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  he  was  entirely  capable  of  performing 
vhe  business  that  you  had  m  hand  with  him?  A.  Ye<  sir  ^ 

b47  Thereupon  George  A.  Brown,  called  as  a  witness  on  the 

p.ut  of  tile  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  dulv  sworn 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows:  •  I!K 

Direct  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Lester. 

Q.  Mr.  Broun  what  is  your  residence  and  occupation9  \  Well 
my  residence  Ml  Hamer,  Maryland:  I  am  a  clerk  for  W  g  Brown 
iS  Company,  at  1113  Fourteenth.  ' 

Groceriel'1*  “  line  °f  business  of  s-  Brown  &  Company?  A. 

Q.  And  the  firm  is  composed  of  whom?  A  Well  hist  w  c 
Brown  at  present.  JUhl  vv- 
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Q.  Is  he  a  relative  of  yours?  A.  My  father. 

Q.  Plow  long  have  you  been  there?  A.  Six  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  Six  years. 

Q-  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Nearly  the  same  time. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  about  when  it  was  you  hist  saw  him?  A. 

No,  I  could  not  remember  about  when  I  last  saw  him ;  that 

648  is,  the  date. 

Q.  Well,  was  it  within  the  last  year?  A.  About  a  year 

I  guess. 

Q.  Where  would  you  see  him?  A.  At  the  store. 

Q-  And  what  would  he  be  doing  there?  A.  Coming  there  to 
make  purchases. 

Q.  How  often  would  you  see  him,  Mr.  Brown?  A.  Sometimes 
every  day,  and  then  sometimes  every  couple  of  davs. 

Q-  And  for  what  period  of  time  did  that  extend'over?  A.  Four 
years. 

Q.  During  that  time  tell  me  whether  or  not  you  had  conversations 
with  him?  A.  Oh,  yes. 

0.  Upon  what  subjects  did  you  talk?  A.  Oh,  different  subjects. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  any  of  them,  or  was  the  conversation  merely 
general?  A.  Well,  usually  it  was  just  general,  but  sometimes  he 
talked  about  the  health  of  persons,  and  himself  and  myself. 

Q-  Tell  me  whether  or  not  he  would  stop  and  have  conversations’ 
with  you,  or  whether  it  was  merely  talking  while  he  was  making 
purchases?  A.  Oh,  he  would  stop  and  talk. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  did  he  seem  to  be?  A.  Well,  he  was  a  man 
1  judge  between  sixty  and  seventy;  maybe  older. 

649  Q.  Did  lie  ever  tell  you  how  old  he  was?  A.  He  did  tell 
me,  but  I  really  don't  know;  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  How  was  he  as  a  purchaser — 1  mean  as  to  whether  or  not  he 
was  a  careful  or  a  careless  purchaser?  A.  Very  careful. 

Q.  In  what  respect  would  he  be  careful?  A.  Well,  as  anv  busi¬ 
ness  person  would  be. 

Q.  Now  basing  your  opinion  upon  your  observation  of  Mr.  Hurd 
and  upon  the  conversations  which  you  had  with  him,  I  want  you 
to  tell  us  what  your  opinion  was  as  to  his  mental  capacity  and  con¬ 
dition.  A.  I  think  he  was  a  very  sound-minded  man ;  verv  capable 
man  in  everv  wav. 

Q.  Did  you  during  all  the  time  of  your  acquaintance  with  him, 
notice  any  deterioration  of  his  mind  whatever?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  whether  or  not  he  seemed  to  be  capable  of  understand¬ 
ing  current  events  and  talking  about  them?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  whom  he  was  making  purchases?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Were  these  purchases  cash  or  credit  charges?  A.  Usually 
cash;  sometimes  credit. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  or  not  he  seemed  to  be  a  man  of  positive 
character,  or  otherwise.  A.  Yes,  sir,  positive  character,  I  should 
think. 
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Mr.  Ford  :  Objected  to  as  leading. 

tioO  Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  whether  he  read  the 

newspapers  and  talked  of  matters  which  were  in  newspaper*’ 
A.  xes,  sir.  1  1 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

Q.  Tell  us  whether  or  not  he  ever  talked  with  vou  about  current 
matters  which  would  be  in  the  newspapers?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Would  that  be  often,  or  once  in  a  great  while?  A  Well  I 
should  not  say  so  very  often,  but  sometimes  we  would  talk  about 
Congress  and  the  different  things  about  Washington.  He  would 
otten  ask  lots  of  questions  about  Washington  and  about  mvself. 

Cross-examination . 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

^  M  hat  would  be  the  extent  of  his  purchases  Mr.  Brown9  \ 

W  hat  would  be  the  extent? 

Q.  The  extent,  yes.  A.  Well,  of  course  they  would  varv*  some¬ 
times  it  would  only  be  very  small,  and  sometimes  quite  large.  ’ 

<J.  Well,  give  us  the  figures.  A.  Well,  sometimes  as  low  as  ten 
or  fifteen  cents,  and  sometimes  a  dollar  or  two  dollars. 

Q-  y°u  recall  any  transaction  which  amounted  to  $2.  A. 
Well,  no,  not  positive;  of  course  I  could  not  remember  what  a  cus¬ 
tomer  bought.  That  would  be  impossible. 

fibl  Thereupon,  William  McNeir,  called  as  a  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  duly  sworn  was 
examined  and  testified  as  follows :  ♦ 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Mr.  McNeir,  please  state  your  age,  and  your  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  and  vour  occupation.  A.  Forty-six  years;  1472  Newton 
\\  aslnngton,  D.  C. ;  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department  of  State 

c<  T  ,  ,  !pnR  have.  y°u  been  an  employe  of  the  Department  of 

Mater  A.  1  wenty-nme  years. 

Q.  And  Chief  Clerk  for  how  long?  A.  One  year. 

Q-  1)0  you  know  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  Between  twenty  and 
twenty-five  years. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  meet  her?  A.  She  was  introduced  to  me 
by  her  chief  at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  Mr.  WThite  I  think 
his  name  was. 

0;  She  was  then  employed  in  the  Government  Printin'.  Office9 
A.  She  was  then  employed  in  the  Government  Printing  Office 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Ilurd?  A.  Ye* 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Whv,'  T  should  sav 
about  eighteen  years.  *  J 

652  u-^'oWAhere  and  l?nder  what  circumstances  did  vou  meet 
him.  A.  I  met  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  house  soon  after  he 
became  acquainted  with  her. 
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Q.  And  did  your  acquaintance  continue  from  that  time  until  he 
left  Washington?  A.  Up  to  about  last  December. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  last?  A.  I  think  last  December. 

Q.  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  his  residence  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  how  frequently  did  you  see  him,  Mr.  McNeir?  A.  Why, 

*3  o n  1  e 1 1 1 1 1  e.  »  or  eight  or  ten  times  a  year;  something  like 

that. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him?  A.  Generally  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  resi¬ 
dence;  sometimes  saw  him  on  the  street,  going  to  and  from  the 
stores,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions  I  have  seen  him  at  the  office,  at 
the  Department  of  State. 

(J.  Did  you  have  frequent  conversations  with  him  or  not?  A. 
Yes,  we  would  have  nearly  every  time  I  saw  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s, 
we  would  talk  on  general  topics. 

Q.  What  estimate,  if  any,  did  you  form  of  him  as  a  man  of  in¬ 
telligence  and  mental  power?  A.  Why,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Hurd  had  a  remarkable  mind  for  a 
man  of  his  age.  He  was  a  good  conversationalist;  took  an  interest 
in  all  kinds  of  current  events;  very  frequently  T  would  see  him  read¬ 
ing  the  papers,  especially  reading  them  when  I  came  in.  He  would 
talk  to  me  about  politics,  about  the  general  state  of  business  through¬ 
out  the  country,  and  T  had  no  other  opinion  of  him  but  that  he  was 
a  remarkable  man  with  a  remarkable  memory  for  his  age. 

653  Q.  How  old  did  he  look  to  be,  Mr.  McNeir,  when  you 
last  saw  him?  A.  The  last  time  I  saw  Mr.  Hurd  T  should 

have  taken  him  to  be  a  man  about  seventy  years  old,  from  his  ac¬ 
tivity  and  what  T  knew  of  him. 

Q.  What  was  his  degree  of  physical  activity?  A.  Remarkable  to 
a  degree  with  me,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned;  he  was  active;  he  went 
around  wherever  he  wanted  to;  he  could  do  any  walking  that  he 
wanted  to.  and,  as  I  said  before,  his  mind  appeared  to  me  perfectly 
healthy  and  strong. 

Q.  What  is  your  estimate  of  him,  as  to  his  disposition  and  char¬ 
acter,  whether  he  was  a  man  of  firmness  and  positiveness,  or  a  man 
of  vacillating  character?  A.  Well,  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  man  of  very 
strong  convictions;  he  was  a  man.  when  he  made  up  his  mind,  it 
would  take  a  good  deal  of  argument  to  change  it,  T  imagine.  Of 
course  I  can  only  judge  that  in  little  spats  that  we  would  have  over 
politics,  or  something  like  that ;  but  he  was  always  a  man  of  very 
firm  opinion. 

Q.  Mr.  McNeir,  would  Mr.  Hurd  at  any  time  talk  with  you  con¬ 
cerning  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes.  He  has  spoken  of  her  taking  care 
of  him  at  her  home.  He  has  spoken  of  her  being  a  good  cook  and 
good  housekeeper,  always,  in  so  far  as  I  could  tell,  with  the  most 
affectionate  feelings  for  her;  and  on  one  occasion  he  came  to  my 
office — I  was  then  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Roads  and  Libraries,  the 
bureau  in  which  Mrs.  Cramer  was  and  is;  I  should  say  it  was  four 
years  ago,  nearly.  Mrs.  Cramer  at  that  time  was  sick.  Mr.  Hurd 
came  in  to  see  me  about  her,  and  asked  me  to  urge  her  to 

654  resign,  and  to  a  remark  of  mine  that  I  did  not  know  whether 
she  was  in  a  position  to  resign  financially — that  she  would  be 

in  a  position  to  resign — he  said  that  he  had  given  her  some  money 
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•  ,at  he  lnten( ted  to  give  her  more,  and  make  her  comfortable, 
m  order  that  she  could  resign,  and  asked  me  would  I  consent,  in  an 
official  way,  to  urge  her  to  resign.  Mv  answer  to  that  was  that  I 
could  not  do  it  officially:  that  if  I  did  it  officially  it  would  be  equal 
to  demanding  her  resignation.  T  told  him  that  I  would  talk  to  Mr* 
Cramer  about  it  when  she  returned  to  the  office.  I  mentioned  the 
matter  to  Mrs.  Cramer  when  she  returned,  and  she  told  me  that  she 
would  take  it  under  consideration,  or  think  the  matter  over  Beiim 
a  personal  matter  between  the  two  of  them.  I  then  dropped  it. 

^  nny*  ^  £ive  .vou  f°r  wishing  her  to  resign9 
A.  He  didn  t  give  me  any  reason  for  her  resignation  at  all  but,  as 

1  •al  if  °w’  I  gathered  from  it,  and  from  my  previous  conversations 
with  Mr.  Hurd,  T  supposed  he  wanted  her  to  resign  to  take  care  of 
him. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  move  that  the  statement  of  the  witness  as  to  the  im- 
pression  that  he  gathered  be  stricken  out. 

655  Q.  Now.  if  you  will  recur  to  the  previous  conversations  Mr 
McNeir.  and  give  us  the  substance  of  those.  T  will  be  obliged 
to  vou.  A.  Well,  as  T  have  already  testified,  he  spoke  about  the 
care  that  she  was  taking  of  him.  and  the  good  cooking,  and  all  that 
W  In  this  conversation  at  the  Department  of  State  did  he  tell 
you  how  much  he  had  given  her?  A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Nor  did  you  ask  him?  A.  Nor  did  T  ask  him. 

Q.  Did  he  say  how’  much  he  was  going  to  give  her?  A.  No. 

Q.  Mr  McNeir.  in  any  of  these  conversations  that  vou  had  wdth 
Mr.  Hurd  or  at  this  particular  conversation  to  which  you  have  re¬ 
ferred,  did  Mr.  Hurd  say  anything  whatever  concerning  spiritualist 
messages?  A.  Never.  *  ' 

Q.  Did  he  ever  mention  to  you  that  he  had  received  such  com¬ 
munications?  A.  Never  in  his  life. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  spiritualist?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  to  be  one?  A.’  Never  heard  of  it 
Q.  He  didn’t  discuss  that  with  you?  A.  No,  sir. 

ana  . «  Q,  ^.r-  M<*Neir.  do  vou  know’  whether  Mr.  Hurd  was  in 

bob  the  habit  of  reading  the  newspapers?  A.  Yes.  T  have  seen 

him  reading  the  evening  papers. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  ever  discuss  with  him  matters  of  cur¬ 
rent  interest  in  the  newspapers?  A.  Very  frequently. 

Q  And  what  degree  of  intelligence  or  mental  capacity  did  he 
exhibit  in  connection  therewith?  A.  On  the  subjects  that  I  talked 

to  him  about,  he  seemed  to  l>e  very  well  posted  indeed:  sometimes  a 
great  deal  better  than  I  was. 

V  t”ne  that  you  had  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Hurd  at 
the  State  Department,  do  vou  know  where  Mrs.  Cramer  was  whether 
at  home  or  at  the  hospital?  A.  T  think  she  w’as  in  the  hospital  T 
am  almost  sure  she  was.  There  is  nothing  in  mv  mind  tcTfix  the 
dates  on  those  things,  unfortuntely  for  me.  T  think  Mrs  Cramer 

Ind  F  th®  hopP,t«1*  if  T  remember  rightlv.  she  was  in  the  Eve 
and  Ear  Hospital.  She  was  in  there  about  that  time-  I  can't  fix 
the  date:  T  can’t  be  positive  about  dates.  ’ 
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657  Q.  How  long  have  you  been  married?  A.  Seventeen 
years. 

Q.  Have  your  visits  to  Mrs.  Cramer  continued  since  your  mar¬ 
riage?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  the  same  frequency?  A.  No.  Go  there  whenever  I 
felt  like  it. 

.  Q.  Well,  how  often  did  you  feel  like  it?  A.  Well,  that  depends 
altogether  on  circumstances.  If  I  have  anything  to  say  to  Mrs. 
Cramer  T  go  and  call  on  her;  if  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  her,  or  if 
I  feel  like  droping  in  to  see  her,  I  do  it. 

Q.  You  saw  her  every  day  while  she  was  at  the  Depart - 

658  ment,  didn’t  you?  A.  Practically  every  day. 

Q.  Your  wife  is  living?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  she  know  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  she  a  caller  on  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  No.  My  wife  has  been 
an  invalid  for  about  fourteen  years,  and  she  don’t  call  on  anyone. 

Q.  Did  she  call  on  Mrs.  Cramer  prior  to  the  time  she  became  an 
invalid?  A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  Has  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  called  on  your  wife?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Well,  that  I  guess  von  will  have 

659  to  get  somebody  else  to  answer:  I  don’t  know;  I  don’t  know 
who  calls  at  the  house.  I  am  away  all  day;  I  don’t  know. 

I  have  seen  Mrs.  Cramer  there  once  or  twice  myself. 

Q.  I  low  long  since?  A.  Well,  about  three  or  four  years  ago 
she  was  there. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  time?  A.  The  only  time  that  I  have  seen 
her  there,  yes. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  time  that  you  know  of  her  having  called? 
A.  Yes. 


660  Q.  Mrs.  Cramer  did  not  resign  from  the  State  Department 
did  she?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  She  is  still  a  clerk  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  salary  is  she  drawing?  A.  $1200. 

661  Q.  How  long  has  she  been  drawing  $1200?  A.  I  think 
six  years;  al>out  six  years. 

662  Q.  How  many  times  in  all  would  vou  say  that  you  had 
met  Mr.  Hurd,  Mr.  McNeir?  A.  Oh*  I  would  not  put  any 

estimate  on  it.  I  met  Mr.  Hurd  very  frequently  on  the  street;  met 
him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  met  him  at  my  office;  I  would  not  put  any 
estimate  on  it  at  all  in  seventeen  years;  I  could  not;  it  would  be 
unfair  to  me  or  to  you,  either. 

Q.  When  you  would  meet  him  on  the  street  did  you  stop  and 
converse?  A.  Very  often  stopped  and  asked  him  how  he  was; 
something  like  that.  Tf  T  was  in  a  hurry  I  would  wave  my  hand 
to  him  and  go  on.  Sometimes  he  would  not  see  me;  sometimes 
just,  passed  him  without  saving  anvthing  to  him  at  all 

i0A09,l0r  ,fr,e1qUenTtly,  di.'1  ■vTou  see  him  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  during 
1909.  A.  Uhy.  I  think— I  am  positive  1  saw  Mr.  Hurd  everv 

time  I  was  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Q  How  often?  A.  Well,  if  you  want  to  say  ten  times  it  is  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  me;  I  don’t  know. 
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Q.  Well,  I  want  to  get  at  the  fact.  A.  Well,  1  could  not  tell 
you  the  fact,  l>ecause  there  i<  no  way  in  Cod’s  world  for  me  to  tell 
you  how  many  times. 

Q.  It  was  only  an  ordinary  incident?  A.  Yes.  I  treated  Mrs. 
Cramer  and  do  vet,  as  a  sister;  stopped  in  possibly  in  the  afternoon; 
walked  home  with  her;  maybe  gn  in  for  a  few  minutes. 

.....  1  ^u.lt  foundation  for  the  sisterly  and  brother  re- 

lation  A.  Simply  we  had  practically  grown  up  together. 

it  i -V(i  -vou  (‘alle(1  on  ^rs-  Cramer  since  this  suit  was 
bled.  A.  1  think  so.  ^  es.  1  know  I  have 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  I  think  1  have  been  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
t«o  or  three  times  during  the  last  live  or  six  months,  we  will  say 
ty  Did  you  ever  go  out  with  her?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  M  here?  A.  Everywhere  that  a  gentleman  would  take  a  ladv- 
theater;  parties  at  my  relatives’  houses:  out  to  dinner;  out  riding-’ 
autoniobihng:  anywhere  that  a  gentleman  would  take  a  ladv. 

\  t  i]  •  *vou.  take  ,ler  t(>  0,10  (>f  your  relatives’  houses* 

A.  I  think  that  was  in  the  early  part  of  1000,  a  little  childs’  partv 
m  the  summer,  in  July,  I  think  it  was. 

00 1  Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Bjrney  : 

Mi.  McNeir,  you  have  been  asked  concerning  vour  wife’s  ac- 
quaintunce  with  Mrs.  Cramer.  Were  other  ladv  members  of  vour 
family  Inends  and  acquaintances  of  hers?  A.  The  onlv  cither 
bi-l>  member  of  my  family  was  my  sister.  She  had  known  Mrs 
Cr.imei.  and  had  known  her  for  a  number  of  vears.  My  sister  who 
died  knew  Mrs.  Cramer;  my  cousins  know  Mrs.  Cramer 

Q.  Are  they  visitors  to  her.  and  do  they  receive  her  visits?  \ 
t;r->  i  CS'  AIr’jaw  KlnS-  cousins  of  mine,  have  visited  tiie 
°  ’  .l"USeti-n'-f  Mrs:  C!ian1ler  visited  their  house.  I  testified  to 
10  '  party-  1  should  possihlv  have  said  that  the  child 

was  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mm.  King,  a  cousin  of  mine. 

tl  VT  Kmma  Ricketts,  called  as  a  witness  on 

the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  dulv  sworn 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows:  my  .worn. 

# 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birxey: 

Q.  Mrs.  Ricketts,  lmw  are  you  related  to  Mrs.  Laura  R  Cramer’ 

A.  How  am  1  related  to  her?  Sister  ainei  . 

Q.  An  older  sister?  A.  Yes  an  older  sister 
Q.  M  here  do  you  reside’  A.  Rockville. 

sir  DK  V°"  n"y  ""le  live  wilh  V0llr  «*ter,  Laura?  A.  Yes. 

1905.  DUrinR  What  -Vears?  A-  Well<  ^  «nd  on  between  1903  and 
Q.  Where  was  she  living  then?  A.  Fourteenth  Street. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  tlie  number?  A.  1315,  as  well  as  1  can 
remember,  but  1  can't  recall  dates  very  well. 

Q.  Who  were  the  members  of  the  household  then,  Mrs.  Ricketts? 
A.  Mrs.  Cramer,  Mr.  Hurd,  a  part  of  the  time  her  son,  and  myself. 

Q.  You  say  a  part  of  the  time  her  son.  Did  he  go  away  at  any 
time?  A.  It  seems  to  me  he  did.  1  don't  just  remember,  but 
it  seems  to  me  he  did;  1  could  not  say  positively. 

51)7  Q.  And  when  did  you  leave  your  sister’s  house?  A.  When 
did  1  leave  her?  In  1905;  in  the  winter  of  1905. 

Q.  And  since  then  you  have  lived  in  Maryland?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  Mr.  Ilurd  was  a  member  of  the  family 
while  you  were  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  well  acquainted  with  him?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  the  cooking  while  you  were  there,  Mrs.  Ricketts? 
A.  Well,  I  got  lunch  every  day  myself,  and  Mrs.  Cramer,  of  course, 
would  assist  with  the  breakfast  and  the  dinner  in  the  evening. 
Often,  of  course,  I  would  go  out  for  the  day,  or  something  like  that, 
and  she  would  do  the  cooking  herself. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Ricketts,  what  was  Mr.  Hurd’s  diet?  I  want  you 
to  say  what  he  lived  upon  generally,  and  how  it  was  prepared  for 
him,  and  all  about  it.  A.  \\  ell,  now.  Mr.  Hurd  liked  good  things 
to  eat;  he  liked  good  things  to  eat.  Of  course,  he  was  fond  of 
cereals,  but  he  didn’t  want  that  every  meal  of  the  day:  he  liked 
oysters;  fish;  everything  sweet;  very  fond  of  sweet  things,  and,  in 
fact,  good  eating;  he  liked  good  eating,  and  liked  good  cooking,  and 
he  said  all  the  time  that  he  liked — he  called  her  “Laury”.  you  know. 
He  said  “I  like  Laury’s  cooking,  because  she  is  the  best  cook  1  ever 
ate  after.” 

Q.  Was  he  or  was  he  not  an  easy  man  to  please  in  his 
668  cooking?  A.  Well,  now,  Mr.  Birney,  T  think  he  was  right 
choicy ;  I  think  he  was  right  choicv  about  his  cooking.  1 
didn’t  consider  him  very  easy. 

Q.  Since  you  left  your  sister’s  home  have  you  visited  her?  A. 
Not  very  much  since  T  was  married. 

Q.  When  were  you  married.  Mrs.  Ricketts?  A.  In  March  of 
1 905. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  from  time  to  time  visited  her  since  she  lived 
in  the  De  Soto,  we  will  say?  A.  Not  very  much. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  visited  her  there  at  all?  A.  Oh,  I  have  been 
there,  yes,  but  not  very  much. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hurd  there?  A.  Oh,  I  believe  I  met  Mr. 
Hurd  there  probably  once  or  twice;  T  didn’t  see  much  of  Mr.  Hurd 
there,  because  when  1  would  be  there  he  would  be  out  at  his  walks, 
or  something  of  that  sort ;  T  didn’t  see  much  of  Mr.  Hurd  there! 

Q.  When  you  were  living  with  them  what  part  of  the  house  did 
Mr.  Hurd  occupy?  A.  Well,  he  occupied  the  whole  house,  you 
may  say;  he  occupied  the  whole  house. 

Q.  Explain  what  you  mean  by  that,  A.  Well,  he  was  at  home 
in  the  whole  house;  but  for  his  bed-room,  of  course  he  had  a  very 
nice  bed-room — really  the  best  in  the  house;  it  was  a  verv  nice 
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apartment;  anjhe had  a  very  nice  bed-room;  I  call  it  a  very  nice 

Hb9  „  Q;  "  ell  when  you  saw  him  at  the  De  Soto  what  nart  of 

place,  only  iH^  parlor.  ^  hlD‘  '  A-  Never  saw  ,lim  other 
Q.  In  the  parlor?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  before  ^ou  left  vour  s  lioiim  j ,,  iQAr" 

lteftethheaVhou^?nVerSati0n  WUh  Mr-  Hur<i  ab°Ut  h^r?I  ^Before? 

n  vm?’  *?llie  aru^  aSain- 

your  s'ter’  lf.mw,1'i!*r’  did  lle  sa>'  ^  you  about  wishing  to  marry 

limit  ,  A'  I,e  has  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  marry  her 
He  tol.l  me  l.e  was  going  to  marry  her.  y  ller' 

W-  \Wiat  else  did  he  say  about  it?  V  \nd  T  will  ,  i 

S*, » »*j ,  «• .»  w-rf  t  lir'tVb'V 1  CoS:1 

,  J,as  *aid  me  time  and  again,  well  he  said  “Ton™  a  ; 
liavp  to  wnrl*  m  ih  .1  •  •  *  *  J-^ciurji  does  not 

And  he  Csald^me^H  ^  ^that  office"” 

tins  .«$  !’« 

.'re  o'lshe  ind  hi™''  “  d°  to  ri"'  the  »'"»  «nd  tike 

any length  Vdme9^  TxT*  fT  VZ  l*vin«  with  ">e».  after 
.lay  we  were  at  Marshal,  I.a^iUin^^!  tSLch-iTaS  Z 

(i~o  ten s, cs# s,  s, 

|n,  withXrihen  As’  li! 

I»fU4,  as  well  as  I  can  reinptnhm>  \,  i  •  i  T  ,  A  An 

exactly  the  date.  As  1  sn,d'  1  ‘an’t  tell  you  just 

ried?  1)id  Mr-  IIUrd  8t  any  tin,e  tel1  J’ou  why  he  didn’t  get  mar- 


-Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 


b«  ”)'J  A-  Well.  I..  rn  m, 

I- . . mi  Cl„ hL-,  ™  “r» : 

Laura  enough  to  live  on  for  ”  he  ^nd  *  •  n,Lnd  to  leave 

have  much  for  ”  he  s  ivi  °h.  ,  ’  /  T:  ln,end  let  Bvrou 

right,  either.  7  ’  6  “  "°  g0od’  i,,ld  he  “ever  treated  him 

hetlJir/thm'6'1  him  right?  A-  Ne'er  ,reate<l  him  right,  either; 

Cramer^  y°"  ^  k“°W  Byr0n?  A  Y<*>  sir,  met  him  at  Mrs. 
0.  And  his  grandson,  Lee  Hurd9  \  Vm  ,  . 

Cramer’s.  uw’  A.  Yes,  sir,  met  him  at  Mrs. 

**  sr  i^wsiarjTJs  exx  # 
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with  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  I  think  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  spent  two  davs 
and  two  nights  there. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  say  to  you  about  get- 
ting  any  letters  from  his  dead  wife  through  Mrs.  Cramer? 
(»<  1  A.  He  never  has  said  anything  to  me,  never  in  his  life,  about 
getting  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Cramer;  he  never  has  said  that 
to  me.  But  he  said  to  me  one  day — 1  went  out  for  a  little  walk 
and  when  I  came  in — he  always  called  me  “Girlie” — he  said  “Girlie’ 
I  have  had  company  while  you  were  gone.”  I  said,  “Why  who?” 
He  said  “Mrs.  Shafer  has  been  here.”  And  he  says  “She  either 
brought  me  or  wrote  me  some  writings  from  Mary.”  Always  called 

1U  Wlf?  3ryo  ;Vnd  also  he  *aid  “We  had  a  real  good  time.” 
He  .said  Mrs.  Shafer  and  I  had  a  glass  of  wine  together” 

Q.  " 'id  you  ever  go  with  Mr.  Ilurd  to  visit  a  medium?  A.  Yes 
sir. 

Q  Who  were  in  the  party?  A.  Mrs.  Cramer  and  I.  He  in- 
sisted  on  our  going  to  a  medium.  Well,  I,  like  all  other  tieople 
that  don  t  know  about  such  things,  was  very  anxious  myself  to  go 
but  Mrs  Cramer  didn  t  want  to  go.  She  objected  to  going;  told 

him  that  she  didn  t  care  to  go;  didn’t  believe  in  it;  and  he  taken 
us  and  paid  for  it. 

Q.  He  paid  the  expense  of  the  interview?  A  Yes  sir 
.  (f,Ca.n  J°u  Sive  us  about  the  time  at  which  Mr.  Hurd  told  you 
that  he  had  given  your  sister  money,  and  was  intending  to  take  care 
ot  her  in  the  future,  and  so  forth— about  when  was  it’  \  Now 
about  when— well,  now,  it  was  in  the  winter  of  nineteen  hundred— 
ot  1JU4  to  05;  somewhere  along  there. 

672  Q.  Before  you  left  her  house?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Yes  sir-  in  ^pril^'6  tlle  time  you  left  there>  1  think?  A. 

Q.  April?  April,  1905. 

Q.  What  estimate  have  you  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  mental  capacity  and 
intelligence,  Mrs.  Ricketts.’  A.  Very  bright  indeed 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  him  to  indicate  anything  to  the 
contrary?  A.  Well,  I  was  about  to  buy  a  piece  of  property  once 

Q.  I  don’t  think  you  have  caught  my  question  at  all.  Did  you 
ever  see  anything  to  indicate  that  he  had  any  lack  of  mental  ™ 

.Pn7tatMll  genCe  N°’  1  never  saw  that  he  was  lacking 

Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  You  were  married  at  what  time,  Mrs.  Ricketts?  A.  1905 
^Q.  At  what  time  of  the  year?  A.  August;  the  first  day  of  Au- 

April  And  y°U  left  MrS'  °ramer’S  house  when?  A-  them  in 

Q.  What  time  in  April?  A.  Well,  the  early  part  of  April  Now 
I  say  the  early  part  of  April ;  it  may  have  been  the  middle  oif  April : 
o5 — 2483a  -  ; 

«« 
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some  time— it  was  not  the  latter  part  of  April.  It  is  so  hard 
for  me  to  recall  dates;  I  can’t  recall  dates. 

Very  little^  An<1  that  tin'e  •V°U  saw  Mr-  Hurd  very  little?  A. 

<j.  How  many  times,  would  you  say?  A.  Not  more  than  two 
or  three  times. 

,.9*  your  direct-examination  I  understood  you  to  say  that  vou 
<hd  n.ot  meet  *llni  dl^re  more  than  once  or  twice.  A  Well  once 
or  twice  or  two  or  three  times.  I  think  that  I  meant— well,  I  sup- 
po.>e  that  I  will  have  to  get  the  dates  as  near  as  I  can. 

time1  **IRXEY  *to  the  witness)  :  As  near  as  you  can,  as  to  the 

\  think  h  .was  twice  at  Mrs-  Cramer’s  that  1 
met  Mr.  Ilurd;  I  think  it  was  twice 

h.q,.k  Ssrzr  1  "*“■>  ■— * 

Q.  Well,  when  did  he  tell  il  to  you  first?  A.  Why,  I  can’t  re- 
member  what  time  he  told  it  to  me  first,  because  he' would  speak 
of  that  more  than  one  time. 

Q.  Well,  when  did  Air.  Hurd  go  to  Airs.  Cramer’s  to  board’  A 

n"'  o  jT  "  ,K;n  he  first  we,,t  Mrs.  Cramer’s  to  hoard  '  ‘  ' 

Q  D‘d  he  «°  '  lere  *****  you  did?  A.  Oh.  he  boarded  with  Airs. 
tmm  Cramer  a  long  time  before  1  went  there. 

'  '4  t|(Vi°!  Io,,F  ll1i,,.,  you  been  with  Airs.  Cramer  when  Air 

Hurd  hrst  made  this  statement  to  you?  A.  I  had  nrobablv 
l»een  there  two  weeks,  maybe.  pronabiv 

( l  Two  weeks?  A.  Yes. 

ivV't  )Uu  y()U TweIlt  tIlcre  011  Christmas  eve  of  1903?  A 
n  v  ]<  ‘V0U.1  JJJnt  t,lere  on  Christmas  eve  of  1903? 

.l.oigh,edidni  iy?  "as  n°‘  When  Mr-  IIurd  ‘old  ",e  that, 

q\  U  ell>  I  1,111  trying  to  find  out,  Mrs.  Ricketts.  I  understood 

^  °,  Ty  "!lt  y°U  had, becn  ,llere  about  two  weeks  when  he  made 
that  statement  to  you  the  first  time.  Now,  if  you  don’t  mi,  it 

1  mil  just  ask  you  the  question  again.  A.  Yes  ’ 

Q.  How  long  had  you  been  at  Airs.  Cramer’s  when  Air  Hurd 
made  this  statement  to  you  the  first  time?  \  T  wont  L  vr 

Cramer's  in  1903,  as  I  believe  1  told  you,  on  Chistmas  eve.  didVt  V> 

I  Aes,  madam.  A.  A\  ell,  then,  when  Mr.  IIurd  made  this  state 
ment  to  me  that  was  in  the  winter  of  1904  tate" 

(i  About  a  year  later?  A.  That  was  in  December  1904  I 

«ememWtitPar‘  °f  m°"th  °f  Deceniber>  «*  well  as  I  can 

676  A  QYe?id  he  ta,k  10  -vou  aboi,t  his  belief  in  spiritualism? 
Q.  He  was  a  great  believer  in  spiritualism,  wasn’t  lie?  A.  He 

WAS* 

Q.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  believed  that  it  was  possible  for 
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his  wife  to  communicate  with  him?  A.  He  believed  that  way.  He 
told  me  he  believed  that  way. 

Q.  I  believe  you  have  said  that  on  one  occasion  he  told  you  that 
Mrs.  Shafer  had  been  there  and  brought  him  or  wrote  him  letters 
from  his  wife?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  he  talk  to  you  on  the  subject  of  his  wife? 
A.  Oh,  often.  I  cannot  begin  to  tell  you  about  it,  how  often. 
077  Q,  Tt  was  the  favorite  topic  of  conversation,  wasn’t  it?  A. 
yes,  often. 

Q.  And  did  he  tell  you  how  he  became  a  spiritualist?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  trv  to  make  vou  one?  A.  T  don’t  know  that  he  reallv 
tried  to  make  me  one,  but  be  asked  my  sister  and  I  to  go  to  them, 
and,  of  course,  naturally,  I  was  very  anxious  to  go,  but  she  didn’t 
care  to  go. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  he  call  his  wife?  A.  “Mary.” 

Q.  Pie  seemed  to  lie  very  fond  of  talking  about  her,  didn’t  he? 
A.  He  did. 

Q.  Her  memory  was  very  precious  to  him;  isn’t  that  true?  A. 
Seemed  to. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  difference  between  his  life  then 
and  what  it  had  been  while  Mary  was  living?  A.  Well,  the  way  he 
talked,  he  was  very  happy  with  Mary,  and  he  said  time  and  again 
to  me  that  he  was  happier  with  Laury,  as  he  called  her — he  said 
“T  am  happier  here  than  I  have  ever  been  since  Mary  was  liv- 
ing.” 

67<S  Q,  Now,  did  these  conversations  of  his  about  Mary  con¬ 
tinue  all  the  while  that  you  were  with  them  there  at  Mrs. 
Cramer’s?  A.  Yes,  he  talked  a  great  deal  about  her  at  different 
times,  you  know. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  anything  about  what  was  in  the  message  that 
Mrs.  Shafer  had  brought  him?  A.  He  did  not. 

079  Thereupon,  Miss  Lula  C.  Hitciiings,  called  as  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  duly 
sworn,  was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Miss  Hitchings,  where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occu¬ 
pation?  A.  On  P  Street;  I  am  not  occupied  at  the  present  time;  I 

just  keep  house. 

Q.  Give  the  number.  A.  1115. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mrs.  Laura  "R.  Cramer?  A.  1 
have  known  her  for  seven  years. 

Q.  And  how  did  you  first  form  her  acquaintance?  A.  She  lived 

in  the  same  apartment  that  I  lived  in. 

Q.  And  that  was  in  what  building?  A.  That  was  on  14th  street. 
Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  About  the  same  length 

of  time. 
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How  wen'  dTd1I?di<1  y0U  bet‘°me  :,oquainted  with  Mr.  Hurd?  A. 

Q.  Yes.  Please  state  fully.  A.  Well,  I  became  very  well  ae 
quainted  with  him  having  seen  him  for  a  number  of  rears  everv 
day,  and  several  times  some  days.  '  * 

Q.  Did  he  visit  your  apartments  at  any  time?  A.  Yes.  on  quite 
nan  “0l^e  0<'<asIons  ,le.  was  in  my  apartment. 

W  Q-  'nd  "hat  did  be  come  for;  to  pay  a  social  visit’  \ 

social  and  pkyPSrfs.S00ial  an<1  *°  k,'n,,  °f  ki"  time-  **  * 

e/-^rS‘  ^rnrn.er  the  14th  street  house  and  went  to  the 
ite  boto,  did  you  continue  your  acquaintance  with  Mr  TIurd’  A 
res,  sir.  • 

Q.  And  with  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And.  did  you  visit  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  frequently,  Miss  Ditchings?  A.  Well,  very  often.  Mr. 
oirnev ;  sometimes  every  day,  and  sometimes  twice  a  dav  1  wn« 
there  a  good  deal. 

Q..  And  did  you  come  frequently  in  contact  with  Mr.  TTurd9  A 
Oh.  ves,  sir;  always  saw  Mr.  TTurd. 

Q.  I)id  you  converse  with  him  frequently,  Miss  Ditchings9  A 
Yes,  sir.  every  time  T  ever  went  T  talked  to  Mr.  TTurd. 

Q.  AY  hat  part  of  the  house  did  he  occupy?  A.  No  particular 
part :  he  occupied  the  whole  apartment ;  he  was  from  one  end  of  it  to 
the  other,  as  a  rule,  he  used  to  sit  and  read,  and  so  on.  in  the 
dining-room ;  it  was  a  bright  room  in  there,  or  in  the  living 
room. 

GST  Q.  AY  hat  estimate  did  you  form  of  Air.  TTurd’s  intelligence 
and  mental  capacity.  Miss  Ditchings?  A.  Well,  Air.  Birnev. 

I  considered  Air.  TTurd  a  very  bright  man,  a  very  intelligent  man. 
and  he  conversed  on  most  any  subject,  and  just  as  witty  as  lie  could 
be,  and  just  as  well  read  as  most  any  man  could  be. 

Q.  1^  you  know  to  what  extent  be  read  the  newspapers?  A 
Well,  he  read  the  newspapers  all  the  time.  TTe  took  the  newspapers 
and  read  the  newspapers;  always  read  the  newspapers.  That  T 
have  seen  him  do  night  after  night. 

Q.  And  would  he  ever  discuss  the  current  affairs  that 
would  he  in  the  newspapers  with  you?  A.  Oh,  ves,  sir.  he 
would;  he  discussed  important  events,  you  know,  in  the  news¬ 
papers. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  his  playing  cards.  Did  you  play  with 
him?  A.  No.  sir;  T  didn’t  play  with  him;  T  don't  play  cards  very 
much.  Mr.  Birnev.  but  T  looked  on.  and  T  knew  when  he  was  gain¬ 
ing  a  point  or  losing  one. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  be  was  a  good  card-plaver?  A.  AArell. 

T  presume  he  was.  as  they  all  seemed  to  take  some  pleasure  in  play¬ 
ing  with  him. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  did  lie  look  to  be.  Miss  Ditchings?  T  sup¬ 
pose  you  know  bis  age.  but  how  old  did  he  look  to  be?"  A.  Well, 

Mr.  TTurd.  from  just  his  appearance  and  his  manner,  was  a  man  T 
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should  judge  to  be  from  sixty-five  to  seventy  years  old;  He  would 
not  impress  one  as  being  as  old  as  he  really  was. 

Q.  And  physically  how  was  he?  A.  Oh,  my,  he  was  very  well 
and  strong,  and  bragged  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  him  out  walking?  A.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  I  have 
seen  him  walking.  He  used  to  get  a  little  out  of  breath,  he  said, 
that  was  the  only  thing  that  he  felt.  He  felt  just  as  well  and  as 
strong  and  hearty  as  he  did  forty  years  ago,  but  he  seemed  to  get  a 
little  out  of  breath. 

Q.  What,  if  anvthing,  did  he  tell  you  about  his  past  health  . 
A.  Well,  he  alwavs  spoke  of  his  health,  always,  as  being 

683  good.  T  never  heard  him  •  speak  of  any  sickness.  T  don’t 
believe. 

Q.  How  long  before  he  left  W  ashington  did  you  sec  him  last. 
Miss  Hitchings?  A.  Well,  I  saw  Mr.  Hurd,  I  guess  it  was  not  any 
more  than— I  don’t  think  it  could  have  been  any  more  than  two- 
let  me  see — two  weeks:  T  don’t  believe  it  was  any  more  than  two  oi 
three  iveeks;  shortly  liefore  he  left  he  was  at  my  apartment.  T  at 
that  time  could  not  go  out  or  make  any  call,  or  anything  like  that,  so 

he  came  to  see  me.  .  , 

Q.  At  that  time,  and  in  the  months  preceding,  did  you  ever  ob¬ 
serve  any  mental  deterioration  in  him?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  His  mental  condition  was  just  as  good  as  it  ever  had  been  ' 
A.  It  seemed  to  be  just  the  same  as  ever;  I  never  noticed  any  dif¬ 
ference  in  him. 

Q.  Did  you  know  if  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  spiritualist?  A.  Well,  yes. 
sir.  I  guess  Mr.  Hurd  never  talked  to  anyone  in  his  life  that  he  did 
not  kind  of  bring  spiritualism  in;  he  seemed  to  like  to  talk  about  it. 
I  don’t  know  how  much  he  believed  in  it,  but  he  seemed  to  like  to 
talk  about  it.  But  then  he  talked  of  other  things,  as  well;  even 
Christian  Science,  he  talked  about  that,  too,  so  I  don’t  know'  which  he 
really  believed  in. 

Q.  What  was  his  demeanor  toward  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Well,  his 
demeanor  toward  Mrs.  Cramer  was  all  that  a  close,  good,  kind  friend 
could  possibly  be. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  talk  to  you  about  her  and  about  his  treatment  by 
her?  A.  Tie  certainly  has. 

684  Q.  And  what  did  he  say?  A.  Well,  he  seemed  to  worry 
over  the  fact  that  she  worked  so  hard,  and  he  seemed  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  home  that  she  made  for  him  greatly  and  wonderfully. 
She  seemed  to  be  about  the  only  thing  he  really  did  like  to  talk  about. 
And  he  said  that,  of  course,  the  greatest  sorrow  in  his  life  was  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  but  that  he  had  l>een  most  fortunate  in  being  thrown 
with  a  woman  w’ho  had  taken  the  interest  and  the  care,  and  made 
the  home  for  him  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had;  that  he  didn’t  intend  she 
should  lose  anything  by  it,  and  he  had  done — or  had  been  extremely 
kind  to  her  and  he  intended  to  be.  His  home  or  her  home  was  the 
only  home  that  he  had,  and  it  was  one  of  pleasure  and  happiness,  a 
comfortable  home,  and  she  understood  him,  and  what  he  liked,/ and 
bragged  upon  her  ability  as  a  cook  and  housekeeper,  and  so  on. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  ever  say  to  you  about  having  given 
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her  any  money?  A.  Well,  he  never  said  anything  when  it  came 

?nd  h-tl'm  T  'r111"^  UU,l  ee,"U‘-  lie  S!li'1  that  he  had  helped  her 
.in  1  had  made  n  a*  easy  for  her  as  lie  could,  and  he  never  did  iu=t 

!  j  "*}>'  ;"'lmlnt  ot  inoney  he  gave  her.  or  anything  like  that  but 
he  said  that  he  was  glad  he  was  in  a  position  to  help  her  as  he 

r^^nSi 1 fc-!h ‘I,;: fnr  as  "ny  S,,epii'1  “  of 

..Q-  J.  J1/  h  hindness  and  consideration  as  one  could  their  own 
<>8n  father;  she  treated  him  with  just  as  much  consideration  as 
one  could  possibly  ho  treated  with,  and  made  things  in  tho 
home  just  as  comfortable  for  him  as  could  be.  He  tiled  to  tie  e 
ace  curtains  up  ,n  a  knot,  and  many  wnn.en-I  giie^  1  would  not 
ike  H  much  but  Mrs.  Cramer  never  seemed  to  kick  much 
l).  Allowed  him  to  do  as  he  pleased?  A.  She  certainly  did. 

Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

He  occupied  the  best  room  in  the  house  and 
<  o/iest  spot  m  it.  and  bad  his  cuspidor  bv  the  side  of  him  and 
I  don’t  believe  J  would  like  that  much  in  my  house. 

...  voi.m,“v  iJ, Cnv'"  . .  '*“  “i'"~ 

i « Ko  i"'lo’,' but ™ » 

to  vo,?1!;?  I!,tgilinKS-  <lid  ?lr-  Benton  J.  Hurd  ever  say  anything 

son'  Hvrotr"  ui.rifT1'  T  ,  ’  rj  s,entnne,l,s  entertained  toward  bis 

11  ,>.vlnn.  and  it  >o.  what  did  he  *av?  \  1  /• 

'—.‘.".s' :  icfai'itF 

1  ,l‘,fM(Ir  rv  i"'v'in,e.  '»y  anything  to  you  to  the  effect 
686  Never  no  S  "ntten  any  sPirit«alistic  letters?  A. 

sir  ever  kno'v  of  an.v,  or  hear  of  anv?  \  No 

>ir.  1  hat  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote?  •  •  1  °> 

him  bmST  lnv^well1  T6  ^  sl'T°ken"f  '°tters  *hat  were  written  to 
ShTfer  ’  T  *,ew  1  co",d  S!l>'  who  wrote  them,  a  Mrs. 

\oli  ever  go  with  him  to  visit  a  medium 9  a  \r.  • 

wont  to  a  Christian  Science  with  him  once  '  "  N°*  wr; 

.'rouble  iJr  iEHSr '  7^h-‘  I^d  ,E 
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Cross  examination. 
By  Mr.  Ford: 


Q-  Now,  what  do  you  mean  when  you  stated  on  your  direct  ex¬ 
amination  that  he  seemed  to  like  to  talk  about  spiritualism?  A.  He 
seemed  to  like  to  talk  about  most  anything  that  was  pleasant  to  him. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say,  then,  that  spiritualism  was  a  pleasant  sub¬ 
ject  to  him,  do  you?  A.  Well,  he  seemed  to  always  like  to  talk 
about  it;  he  used  to  bring  it  up  and  speak  about  spiritualism,  and 
how  much  foolishness  there  was  in  it  in  lots  of  cases. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  speak  about  howr  much  foolishness 
there  was  in  spiritualism?  A.l  certainly  have  heard  him  say  that 
there  was  an  awful  lot  of  fakes  in  spiritualism. 

Q.  \\  lien  did  he  say  that?  A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you 
688  when  lie  said  it,  but  he  certainly  did  say  it  once  when  some 
spiritualists  was  having  a  little  trouble  about  where  they  went 
in  upon  them  and  caught  them,  and  it  was  found  to  be  fakes,  and 
he  said  that  there  was  certainly  a  lot  of  faking  in  spiritualism. 

Q.  And  you  don’t  recall  when  that  was?  A.  No;  that  was  when¬ 
ever  this  thing  happened  that  these  seances  were  interrupted,  when- 
e\ ei  that  was;  ami  it  you  read  the  newspapers  at  the  time,  why  you 
will  remember  back,  1  don’t. 

Q,  Now*  you  have  said,  also,  on  your  direct  examination  that  you 
didn’t  know  which  he  was,  a  spiritualist  or  a  Christian  Scientist: 
did  I  correctly  understand  you?  A.  No,  1  don’t  know  what  Mr 
Hurd’s  religious  beliefs  were;  I  don’t  know  whether  anyone  knows 
or  not.  lie  used  to  speak  of  the  Christian  Science,  too. 

Q*  I  want  to  find  out  whether  I  correctly  understood  you.  I  made 
a  note  here,  and  my  notes  show’  that  you  stated  that  you  didn’t  know' 
which  he  really  believed  in.  Christum  Science  or  spiritualism.  A. 
Neither  do  I.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  You  made  an  affidavit  in  this  case,  didn’t  you?  A.  Well,  yes, 
I  did.  He  used  to  talk  a  great  deal  about  spiritualism,  but  T  don’t 
say  that  he  believed  in  it. 

68b  Q.  Now’,  reading  from  this  paper,  on  the  second  page,  1 
find  this  statement:  *‘I  knew  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  spirit¬ 
ualist,  and  he  told  me  he  had  become  a  spiritualist  when  a  young 
man,  before  his  marriage,  and  that  his  wife  was  also  a  spiritualist.” 
A.  Yes,  he  told  me  that. 

Q.  Is  that  true?  A.  A  es,  sir;  he  told  me  that.  I  can’t  say  now’ 
he  is  a  spiritualist,  just  the  same.  He  certainly  told  me  that,  and  I 
guess  he  has  told  everyone  else  that. 

690  Q.  (Continuing:)  I  quote  from  this  affidavit  again:  “I 
am  not  of  that  faith  and  tried  to  argue  him  out  of  it,  but  he 
was  sincere  in  his  views.”  Is  that  statement  true?  A.  Well,  yes,  that 
was  true.  He  seemed  to  be  very  much  in  favor  of  it  w7heri  he  wras 
talking  about  it,  of  the  spiritualism.  . 

Q.  You  tried  to  argue  him  out  of  it?  A.  Well,  of  course,  I  didn’t 
believe  in  it;  I  didn’t  believe  in  those  things,  those  rappings  and 
tappings,  and  messages  from  the  dead:  no,  sir,  I  don’t  believe  in  any- 
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thm^  like  that,  and  1  did,  I  used  to  ridicule  and  make  fun  of  it, 

Q*  And  he  held  on  to  his  views  ^  \  Oh  me  k«  i„*  i  c  i  u 
on,  and  kind  of  believed  in  this  spiritualism  ° 

(*\  Xo'v>  1  11111  gwng  to  just  take  this  statement  in  your  affidavit 
.md  just  ask  you  to  give  me  an  answer  to  the  whole  of  it-  “I  knew 
t hat  Mr.  Ilurd  was  a  spiritualist,  and  he  told  me  he  had  become  a 
spiritualist  when  a  young  man,  before  his  marriage,  andTit  his 
« ite  was  also  a  spiritualist.  1  am  not  of  that  faith,  and  tried  to  argue 
him  out  of  it,  but  he  was  sincere  in  his  views.”  Now-  is  that  a  in,» 

statement?  A.  That  is  a  true  statement  "ow,  is  that  a  true 

091  ‘ "•  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 

tiie  defendant  Cramer  and  lieintr  1 

-mined  and  testified  as  follows:  *  y  *"'°rn’  was  ex' 

Direct-  examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Mr.  Demonet,  wliat  is  your  business?  \  \i,r  k 

i  ha\e  been  in  for  nearly  seventeen  years  was  the  wholesale  wine 
and  liquor  busing,  at  1834  14th  street,  Northwest. 

Q.  In  this  city?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

July.  A“d  Wh6n  di<1  y0U  give  that  UP?  A-  1  gave  that  up  the  1st  of 
Q,  Of  this  year?  A.  Yes. 

1  do  not.  Denl0net’  d0  y0U  kn0W  Mrs  Cramer,  here  present?  A. 

i*Qi>  ,  kYou  ,^°  ■  A.  1  do  not  know  her:  that  is  since  1 

I  dididi'koo  trA  UCeit0  M,V  ?ru,,ler  in  Ille  other  room  but 
1  uidn  t  know  Mrs.  Cramer  before 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Knew  him  very  well 

l  ;rM|  (•  ""  eft  ‘ 16  c“y  ln  Mmcl1  last.  Can  VOU  tell  me  how 
■shortly  before  that  it  was  that  you  last  saw  him?  V  Why  ,]  , 

know  how  many  times,  but  I  know  inside  of  six  month J’pnor  to 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  It  seems  to  me  I  have 
known  him  for  a  number  of  years,  I  may  sav.  1 

How  many,  to  your  best  recollection?  A  I  may  say  «PVen 
years  or  more,  to  my  recollection ;  it  may  have  been  more.  * 

onS’jn  nt!  durin£  a  of  that  tinie  your  place  of  business  was  located 
on  14th  street  where  you  have  mentioned ?  \  No  \t  ini 

street  it  was  situated  for  a  little  over  Twelve  years  1, 

diagonally  across  from  it,  the  southeast  corner  ‘  ’  “*  1847> 

,'lk  iTu 

Zn£*  re“ll““°"-  ”«  »  *>»"■.  »y.  t-»  months, "or 
pll  ”"'d  f  “  ~  hfm?  A-  1  ~  him  to  my 
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Q.  Would  he  come  there  to  make  purchases?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  or  not  you  had  conversations  with 

693  him?  A.  I  always  had  a  lengthy  conversation;  was  always 
anxious  to  detain  him  so  1  could  talk  to  him;  I  always  found 

him  such  a  bright,  intelligent  man,  I  loved  to  talk  to  him.  * 

Q.  1  was  about  to  ask  you  if  you  formed  an  opinion  of  his  mental 
capacity  by  reason  of  your  conversations  with  him  and  observations 
of  him?  A.  1  have  often  spoke  to  customers,  after  he  had  left  the 
place  of  business  about  a  man  being  of  the  age  that  he  was — that 
he  claimed  to  be — so  smart  and  intelligent. 

Q.  State  what  opinion  you  formed  yourself,  from  your  observations 
of  him  and  your  conversations,  regardless  of  what  you  said  to  any¬ 
one  else.  A.  He  was  a  man  that  spoke  to  me  about  many  different 
lines  of  business,  such  as  taking  care  of  horses,  which  I  had  a  sick 
horse  at  one  time,  and  he  told  me  at  the  time  of  the  valuable  horses 
that  he  owned  while  at  Saratoga,  and  it  was  the  pride  of  a  great 
many  there;  speaking  about  they  were  such  fine-looking  horses, 
how  he  fed  them,  and  everything  of  that  sort;  and  he  told  me  how 
I  should  take  care  of  my  horse  in  the  way  of  feeding  him. 

694  Q.  Now,  state  whether  or  not  you  talked  on  general  sub¬ 
jects — subjects  of  general  conversation,  or  whether  your  con¬ 
versations  were  generally  confined  to  any  one  thing.  A.  Jt  never  was 
confined  to  any  one  thing.  There  was  always  something  brought 
up.  He  would  tell  me  of  his  life  and  where  he  was  from,  up  north, 
and  what  he  used  to  do  or  say,  or  speaking  about  his  health  in  gen¬ 
eral,  and  stating  that  he  had  not  l>een  sick  in  fifty  years;  that  he  was 
a  man  that  never  drank,  never  smoked,  and  that  he  was  a  man  who 
lived  very  careful;  he  ate  but  very  little  meat,  if  any.  He  spoke  in 
particular  about  that  Mrs.  Cramer  said  he  was  the  most  economical 
boarder  that  she  ever  had;  that  his  living  expenses  cost  probably  no 
more  than  about  thirteen  cents  a  day,  and  he  itemized  all  of  these 
accounts,  stating  that  he  would  only  take  a  hoiled  egg  or  a  little 
cereal,  a  little  milk,  or  something  of  that  sort,  or  an  egg  and  milk, 
at  times. 

Q.  Now  tell  me  what  opinion  did  you  form  of  his  intelligence? 
A.  Well,  my  opinion  of  him  was  that  of  a  man  of  bright  mind. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  understand  clearly  what  he  was  talking  about? 
A.  Why,  clearly.  I  had  others  who  have  listened  to  him  from  time 
to  time  while  he  was  talking  to  me,  and  they  were  amazed  after  he 
left  me,  when  T  told  them  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Ford:  The  answer  of  the  witness  is  objected  to  as  detailing 
hearsay,  and  it  is  moved  to  be  stricken  out. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  or  not  you  noticed  any  deterioration  in  his 
mental  caliber  at  any  time  during  your  acquaintance  with 

695  him.  In  the  last  few  months  of  my  acquaintance*  with 
Mr.  Hurd,  when  he  would  come  into  the  store,  he  would  feel 

quite  weak,  and  it  would  take  him  a  few  minutes  or  more  to  gather 
himself  together.  I  would  ask  him  “How  are  you  feeling  today?’* 
“Well,”  he  says,  “quite  weak.”  He  says,  “I  notice  my  age  is  grow¬ 
ing;  in  the  last  few  months  I  find  I  can’t  go  up  the  stairs  as  I  used 
36— 2483a 
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to,  I  can  t  walk  as  rapidly  as  T  did:  I  can’t  get  off  the  cars  as  T  <tld • 
I  know  that  my  heart  is  being  affected,  and  I  think  from  age.  and  I 
oxj)6ct  to  drift  off  at  most  any  moment.”  ’ 

Q-  You  may  state  whether  his  mind  seemed  weakened  anv  at  all. 
A.  Ills  mind  was  no  different  to  me  than  when  he  was  talking  to 

was  before  H  Pn°r  *°  ‘h,S;  U  SeC"'e,i  ,0  '*  JlIst  ^  bright  to  me  as  it 

Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

t>.  Mr.  Deimmet,  the  principal  things  that  Mr.  Ilurd  talked  about 
were  something  in-connection  with  his  own  life,  were  they  not’ 

that  .LSlr’  ,‘e  S,X>ke  *nn*lly— weH,  yea,  I  will  say  that  the  most 
<»t  the  contro\ersies  which  we  had  always  had  together,  that  was 
more  or  less  connected  with  his  life. 

Q.  About  his  business  life,  wasn  t  it,  to  a  very  large  extent 9  A 
It  was  greatly  in  connection  with  bis  business  life. 

Q.  Had  he  told  you  about  his  mining  ojierations?  A.  He  spoke 
ot  mining  operations.  1 

Q.  Hid  he  tell  you  anything  about  how  he  had  made  his 
he  had* up” north A’  ^  SI’°ke  40  '"e  ab°Ut  fa™iing  interests  that 

Q.  When  did  he  have  those  farming  interests?  A.  Well,  that 
couldn  t  state;  lie  didn  t  state  to  me  any  particular  town,  but  lie 
only  mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  great  interests  up  north. 

1,1(1  lle  toll  vou  he  was  a  spiritualist?  A.  Directly,  it 
!>•»<  seems  to  me,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  he  did 
not  say  that  lie  was  a  spiritualist,  yet  he  believed  in  some 
things  connected  with  spiritualism. 

(},  What  did  he  say  he  believed  in?  A.  He  told  me  once  or 
twice  he  had  communication  with  someone  dead 

it  was ‘his  ‘wife”  y°U  Wh°?  A'  WelK  1  nm  not  Positive,  but  I  think 

dM"'1  h,!  A'  1  -  —to  to. 

(J.  And  he  told  you  that  he  had  had  communication  with  her9 
i  will  sav  that  he  mentioned  the  word  “Mary”. 

C.  And  told  you  he  had  communications  with  her9  A  He  told 
me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  his  dead  wife  Mary;  I  olles< 
that  is  more  plain.  J  * 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  tell  you  that?  A.  Now.  T  could  not 
state  to  you  how  many  times. 

Q.  Just  approximately.  A.  Well,  now,  T  won’t  state  that  he  had 
mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  “Mary”  more 
than  once;  yet  T  can  state  that  he  has  said  to  me  that  he  had  commu- 

Tn  n°W?  ^ethv,that  froni  Mary  or  not  I  don’t  know. 
hr  °1ften  dl(1  |,e  tel1  you  that  he  had  had  communica- 
0 .  I  don  t  ask  you  to  be  exact;  I  just  want  you  to  approximate 

i  «e“t.Iema?»  Mr-  Hurd,  probably  would  not  have 
b98  mentioned  anything  about  spiritualism  to  me  unless  one  dav 

while  m  my  store.  T  mentioned  to  him  that  I  was  invited  to 
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a  seance  at  Keely's,  on  the  corner  of  1301,  what  street  is  that  now? 
I  don’t  remember;  he  lived  on,  I  think,  Fairmont  Street,  Keely;  he 
was  raided  there  once  last  winter,  I  believe,  or  so.  And  I  was  in¬ 
vited  there,  and  I  spoke  of  what  I  had  seen  there,  and  what  I  saw 
there.  I  didn’t  believe  anything  about  it,  as  I  told  him,  that  if  T 
had  a  couple  of  brave  policemen  that  would  protect  me,  why  I 
would  go  up  there  and  show  this  man  up,  and  I  tried  to  get  two 
detectives,  friends  of  mine,  to  get  permission  from  the  District  At¬ 
torney,  that  is  to  protect  me. 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Ilurd  that,  did  you?  A.  I  told  Mr.  Hurd  this. 

Q.  And  then  he  told  you  that  he  had  communications -  A. 

Then  he  never  owned  up  that  he  believed  in  spiritualism  directly  to 
me,  yet  he  claimed  that  there  were  many  things  connected  with 
spiritualism  that  he  believed. 

Q.  And  that  he  got  communications?  A.  He  claims  that  he  got 
communications,  and  believed  all  the  communications  that  he  re¬ 
ceived. 


duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 


Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mrs.  Timberlake,  how  long  have  you  lived  in  the  city  of 
Washington?  A.  About  thirty  years;  came  here  when  a  young 
girl. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer?  A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  her?  A.  I  have  known  Mrs. 
Cramer  about  twelve  years. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  become  acquainted  with  her,  and  under 
what  conditions?  A.  Why,  at  her  house;  we  rented  the  fiat  from 
her. 

Q,  And  by  “we”  who  do  you  mean?  A.  Well,  my  brother;  I 
was  with  my  brother. 

Q.  You  were  living  with  your  brother?  A.  My  brother. 

Q.  When  was  that  and  where  was  she  then  living?  A.  She  was 
on  Corcoran  Street.  That  was  in — let  me  see:  1898,  when  I  first 
went  there,  in  the  fall. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  I  knew  him 
quite  well. 

Q.  You  met  him  there,  I  suppose?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  This  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

Q.  To  what  extent  has  your  acquaintance  with  him  con- 
709  tinued  from  that  time?  A.  Well,  I  used  to — just  by  going 
there;  I  mean,  I  used  to  meet  him  very  frequently;  he  was 
a  very  bright  old  man,  and  I  always  really  rather  enjoyed  talking 
to  him;  he  was  a  very  bright  and  intelligent  old  gentleman,  1 
thought;  very  entertaining. 
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Q.  When  did  you  leave  Mrs.  Cramer's?  A.  Well  we  moved— 

°f  ,heiie  in  ab<?uIt  f  >'eur  afterwards;  but’l  have  always 
Kept  up  my  acquaintance  with  her.  J 

Vnf  ln  keeping  up  your  ncquuintanee  with  her  where  have 
you  met  her  and  met  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  At  her  own  home 

n  i!re  m,the  hablt  of  Roing  there?  A.  Yes.  sir 
H.  And  how  frequently  Mrs.  Timberlake,  have  you  seen  Mr 
Hurd  and  conversed  with  him  in  the  last  five  or  six  years’  A  Oh 
most  every  time  I  would  go  there  '  ’ 

two  orVtehLthtin,rUW  bt  h°"'  °f-t<>n?  >  Tt  sometimes  be 

two  weeks  iust  a  T  * ''?*  ’  S0,.ne,Irnes  u  w°uld  not  be  mavbe  for 
cwo  weeks,  just  as  I  took  a  notion. 

O  K?ve  y°u  talked  with  him  when  you  wen  there.  A  Yes 
.  Q,v''hat  part  of  the  house  did  he  occupy,  if  any  in  particular’ 
A.  \\  ell  he  was  most  always  in  the  dining-mom  or  in  tlie  parlor 
n  those  two  rooms;  wherever  I  would  go  in,  if  he  was  sitting  in  the 

701  alk  to  him  ’  "h't  '  "°md(  ?lways  sit  down  there  and 
arlo  u  t,,  •  ta|k' nK  to  Mrs.  Cramer  in  the 

course  he  felt  asthonehhf  '*  <>Ut  ,°f  ten’  W0ul<1  in.  Of 

Ate'1?  sSr? :  ii!  Si  &"T1v,ik 

his  mnimg  business;  his  own  personal  ’affairs,  mostly^  atr<"lffly  of 
the^ newspapers!'  °f  "‘e  newspaPers?  A.  Yes,  always  read 

in  tf>eAnetspa]S?  'T’oh^fi  as  reported 

fuss  little  n letters;  nothing' thiU  I  vXhinlT  he  T'd  j’1St  di*‘ 
importance-  I  used  to  tldni-  1  ,  V  thlnk,  were  of  very  much 

old  man  could  read  without  glasses.""''  *  "onderful  tlnnR  ‘hat  the 

gl^esHthat°rIever0sawaandC0TUldl  he?  ,A‘  4 lw?ys i  he  never  used 
an  old  man  of  his  age.  He  wa«  verv  vonnf*  '!  WaS  wonderful  for 

r  b  1  r 

Wen  I  don’1,1  kno  he  left  Washing  A 

702  have  been  s0  Ion  o-  it  '."“'j!  'iU,e„  a  month  n"‘l  it  may  not 
before  he* « as  taken  sick ^  8  C°Up,e  of  ^ 

haS  mef  him^l/Xr  £?," A;  at  his  house.  I 
talked  to  him,  because  he  u*ed  to  hb  V’  an<^  always  stopped  and 
.here  in  the  park.  Jen"  £?  1  h"W  hi“ 

I  always  thoughtaeremar^hh!!'  l<  idI'  ?  A'  A  Very  ae,ive  ol<1  man, 

Well,  he  looked  to" be!  I 'suppose  about ' M,'  )  ,Ti,nlierlake?  A. 
him  to  he  over  sixtv-eight  or  seventv—n^1  j°uId  not  have  taken 
Q.  Hid  .Mr.  Hurd  ever  sneak-  to  a  day  over  seventy. 

e'ei  °peak  t0  you  concerning  Mrs.  Cramer? 
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A.  Well,  yes,  he  has  spoke  in  very  fond  terms  of  Mrs.  Cramer  to 
me;  and  many  a  time  lie  has  expressed  himself  as  being  sorry  that 
she  worked,  and  that  she  didn’t  have  to  work.  That  he  wished  that 
she  would  give  up  her  position;  that  she  had  worked  hard  enough 
all  her  life,  and  he  thought  it  was  time  enough  for  her  to  stop. 

(J.  Did  he  ever  say  or  state  to  you  how  it  would  be  possible  for 
her  to  stop?  A.  Well,  he  said  he  expected — he  had  fixed  things 
so  that  she  would  not  have  to  work  long. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  he  meant  by  that?  A.  Well,  not  in 
words;  not  exactly.  He  meant,  of  course - 


Mr.  Ford:  I  object  to  the  witness’s  impression  of  what  he  meant. 


Q.  Well,  did  he  give  you  to  understand  what  he  meant?  A. 
Yes. 


703  Q.  And  what  did  you  understand  from  him?  A.  I  un¬ 
derstood  bv  that,  and  I  always  thought  that  he  had  fixed 
it  in  his  will - ' 

Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  his  relatives,  why  he 
didn’t  live  with  them?  A.  Yes,  he  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  say?  A.  He  has  told  me  that  he  didn’t  want  to 
live  with  his  relatives;  that  they  were  not  kind  to  him,  and  if  he 
went  to  live  with  them  that,  he  would  not  live  three  months.  He 


said  all  they  wanted  was  his  money,  and,  he  says,  they  would  get 
what  he  chooses  to  give  them — what  lie  intended  them  to  have  when 
he  was  gone,  and  he  said  that  was  plenty  time  enough  for  them. 
And  I  think  his  mind  is  exactly  the  same  today;  in  fact,  I  am  sure 
that  if  he  was  here  it  would  be  just  the  same  today.  Of  course  he 
had  to  say  as  they  told  him  to. 

Q-  Mrs*.  Timberlake,  did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  hi* 
son,  Bvron,  particularly?  A.  Well,  no,  nothing  particularly. 
704  Q.  Did  you  ever  discuss  spiritualism  with  him?  A.  Yes, 
he  has  with  me.  He  knew  I  was  not  a  spiritualist,  but  he 
believed  in  it. 


Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  having  received  anv 
spiritualistic  letters?  A.  Never;  only  from  a  little  girl;  some  little 
girl  he  told  me  that  related  different  things,  and  told  him  of  a  sister 
of  his  that  had  died  some  years  before,  and  he  never  knew  of  it 
until  he  heard  it  through  this  child. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  from  him  to  the  effect  that  Mrs. 
Cramer  had  ever  written  any  such  letters?  A.  Never;  never  a 
word  by  word  or  sign. 

Q.  Mrs.  Timberlake,  do  you  remember  an  occasion  when  Mrs. 
Cramer  was  ill  and  had  gone  to  the  hospital?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hurd  during  that  time?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where?  A.  At  her  house.  I  went  there. 

Q.  To  see  him?  A.  Yes,  to  see  him  concerning  her,  and  I  went 
there  and  talked  with  him  quite  a  little  while. 

Q.  Please  tell  us  what  the  conversation  was,  so  far  as  it  related  to 
Mr9.  Cramer.  A.  Well,  he  seemed  very  much  distressed  about  Mrs. 
Cramer’s  being  ill,  and  he  said  that  it  would  break  up  his  home  if 
anything  was  to  happen  to  her;  that  he  would  not  have  a  home,  for 
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he  said  he  would  not  go  to  live  with  his  family  for,  he  said  all  thev 
"anted  from  him  was  what  he  had,  and,  lie  says  that  thev 

thin.  wa  rr,ed  “,bT  'f  "elfare-  «Hl  h?W  anyy 
Hung  was  to  happen  to  her  he  would  have  no  home  for  he 

n  iv  r,",kl  not  >•«"•»  to  live  will,  them.  ’  ’ 

in.lL  i  i  16  eXpress  a,1-v  Srlef  over  her  condition?  A.  Yerv  much 

*"*"*•>  "*»  > «  ~i  wum. 

,vSi  l10"'  i',1'1  he,  manifest  that  distress  or  grief’  over  her’  \ 

Cross-examination. 

706  By  Mr.  Ford: 

,K  '/"l  -  v“  »  "«  «i>j«  o, 

more  times.  en,  I  suppose  maybe  a  dozen  or 

9'  f  ie  was  a  profound  lieliever  in  it  wasn’t  he’  a  t  u  ,• 

Q.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  his  wife?  A.  Yes  ^  S°' 

707  very  fond  of  ht'Sf^a^d  "ifirLiffi  A>  )Ve"  he  seemed 
q  AffS?  hoverin.K  «w>und  him  all  the  time!  h<>  bell®Ved 

her?  A.  Xo.*  '°U  an',ll,IIK  al,out  setting  communications  from 

the  part  of  th’e  defendant  CmnIerTOXd  c*  8  witness  °n 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows-  ’  imd  'e,ns  irst  s"'orn- 

direct  examination. 

Hv  Mr.  Lester: 

"  W’F?  ^'^7>'fhfeJeenBf  Street^Northwesf  empl°yment  A- 

Q-  |>o  youTnow'M^teir?  V’Hfe™  °ffice 

Q.  Now  long  have  von  known  her’  \  T  l  i 
guess  about  twenty  or'  twentv-two  years  '  T  'aVe  known  her-  1 

°rer-T  -nt  to 

S°0  r)!?,nds’  !T|IP,',aily  in  ,he  i«st  five  or  six ^'4  haV<“  l>een  pretty 

A.  Well,  sometimes11!  "Zhf^e'he^mhe^f  her'  ap/>roxi™<eIy? 
again  I  would  not  see  her  so  often.  q  frwI««ntly,  and  then 
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Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  “quite  frequently”?  A.  Well,  two  or 
three  times  a  week. 


Q.  And  where  would  you  see  her.  say  in  the  last  five  or  six  years? 

A.  A\  ell,  December  1st,  1908,  I  was  living  up  in  the  same 
709  apartment  with  her. 

Q.  Well,  prior  to  December  1st,  1908,  where  would  you 
see  her?  A.  Y\  ell,  sometimes  I  would  meet  her  on  the  street,  or 
she  would  visit  me  in  my  home. 

Q.  And  have  you  visited  for  the  last  ten  years — visited  each 
other?  A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A.  Very  well. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  Well,  I  guess  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Q.  Where  was  he  living  when  you  first  knew  him?  A.  1  think 
up  on  14th  street. 


Q.  Have  you  known  him  ever  since  then?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  since  December  1st,  1908,  when  you  say  you  lived  in 

the  same  apartment  with  All's,  Cramer,  how  often  would  vou  see  him 

before  he  left  Washington  in  March?  A.  Why,  I  saw'  him.  I  think 

it  w,(>.  m  January ;  the  last  time  I  saw  him  was  in  January. 

Q  IIow^  frequently  would  you  see  him  in  December  and* January? 

A.  \\  hy,  I  would  see  him  every  time  I  went  to  see  her. 

.  Q*  ^°d  how  often  would  that  lie,  about — I  w'ant  to  know'  whether 

it  was  frequent  or  just  once  in  a  great  while.  A.  Well, \ I  will  tell 

you  why  I  didn't  see  him  so  often;  T  moved  from  there  dow'n  to 

-*10  K.  We  moved  up  to  the  De  Soto  December  1st  1908 

'10  li1.?!1  from  there  we  ^ed  to  410  K  Street,  Northwest! 

Dr.  Miller  s. 


Q.  When  did  you  move  there?  A.  The  1st  of  November 

Q.  AY  hat  year?  A.  1909. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  go  to  the  De  Soto?  A.  We  moved  there 
December  1st,  1908,  and  stayed  there  until  the  next  October. 

Q.  So  you  stayed  there  about  eleven  months?  A.  Yes  just 
about.  The  1st  of  November  w*e  w'ent  dow'n  to  Dr.  Miller’s.’ 

Q.  During  the  time  you  w'ere  in  the  De  Soto  howr  frequentlv  did 
you  see  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Well,  sometimes  I  w'ould  .see  him  two  or 
three  times  a  week,  and  then  again  T  would  not  see  him  maybe  once 
again  in  three  or  four  w'eeks. 


Q.  And  where  would  you  see  him?  V.  Why,  1  would  very 
often  see  him  down  in  his  apartment— Mrs.  Cramer’s  apartment.  ' 
Q.  Anywhere  else?  A.  Well,  sometimes  he  would  come  up  and 


n‘  ^Vhi°  !i/  USi”?  A- .^y  sister  and  my  two  nieces  and  nephew. 
..’h  And  they  lived  with  you  in  the  same  apartment?  A  Thev 
did.  yes,  sir.  J 

Q.  In  the  De  Soto?  A.  In  the  De  Soto. 

Q.  And  what  would  he  do  while  he  was  up  there’  4  Well 

711  ;LrV,°h!,etnthhey  dWd  ,0  P,nV  CardS’  qUite  fref,Uem,>';  1  didn’‘ 
Q.  YY  hat  do  you  mean  by  “quite  frequently”?  A.  Well, 
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everj-  time  he  came  up.  He  was  very  fond  of  playing  cards  and 
he  used  to  bring  the  cards  with  him.  y  g  ana 

'f  yoU  tan'  "lle,her  il  would  be  once  a  month, 
once  a  Keek  or  once  in  six  months.  Or,  in  other  words  what  do 

>ou  mean  by  '  frequent'’?  A.  Well,  just  when  he  felt  like  it 
N.inctimcs  lie  would  come  two  or  three  times  a  week;  just  whenever 

16Qe  Tell6. ,!e  ‘f  VerV  fon<1  ,lf  ^'npany.  and  especially  music. 

Q.  ieli  me  whether  or  not  you  talked  with  him  much  during 
the  time  you  were  living  at  the  Oe  Soto?  A.  Oh,  ves 

y.  Aow,  before  you  went  to  live  at  the  De  Soto,  how  often  do 

um  think  it  was  that  you  saw  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Well  I  didn’t  see 
so  very  much  of  him  then.  ’  lan  1  see 

Q.  Mell,  would  you  see  him  as  often  as  once  a  year’  \  Oh 
yes,  oftener  than  that.  ‘  '  n' 

or<dx\bL,.‘UH'h  °ftener'  "0Uld  VOU  think?  A-  WeH,  I  guess  five 

A  r”<!  ,luV".K  ,ll0se  ,imes  "'0I|I,1  you  talk  with  him’  \  Yes 

4,  mSti- Thi^geS!^  ft  Se  1 J 

read  so  and  so;  different  things;  he 

712  vo,?  cout?doXthat  }'°A  M  ‘f  ",0  "“e  I  know 

ington  papers  th^  l  did  6  k"e"  m<>re  aLoUt  the  'Va'^h- 

sensible  man,  and  ^6e!y  Li£^  ^  very 

1  ihoughMie^was^pfite  ^  W*U’ 

23s  rtre’ or  any,hins  ,ike  *«"■' 

the^ I i me^y on' ' knew  *1 li in'? ' ^A^No,* '?j "  hls  mind  at  a]1  -'"ring  all 
all  those  years?  'w  Xot'at.  ,'i'jl'1"  "  "l'"ko"  ln  ,ns  ,nin<l  during 

as  to  whether  he'was  a'man "!f  hi-  t-  eharacteristics,  particularly, 
acter,  or  otherwise?  A.  Whv  ves>  dr"  iTh"'  l"8!  °'  P°sit;ve  ehar- 
man  who  had  his  own  opinion  abonV everything  '!®j"uas;  he  was  a 

about' things!1'1  dnVe  '°  d°  anvthin«;  he  had  his  onTfopi^on 

why."n“  a  *  c'LTXzczzr  a. 

fluence  him.  0?  klr»  >ou  °°uld  not  in- 

7,3  C„S„  "V™-.!?",  SL“f  h“  <o..rt  Mrs. 

Q.  How  did  he  manifest  that?  Wh  her' 

of  her  all  the  time.  "  •  a,K)u(  speaking  nicely 
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Q.  W  hat,  if  anything,  did  lie  ever  say  to  you  about  her?  A. 
Well,  he  used  to  always  brag  about  such  a  nice  little  housekeeper, 
and  she  was  a  lovely  cook;  she  always  made  him  such  little  dainty 
things;  and  he  was  a  man  that  didn't  eat  very  much  meat,  and 
Mrs.  Cramer  used  to  always  get  him  little  delicate  things  that  he 
relished,  you  know;  and  he  always  said  that  he  never  ate  after  any¬ 
body  who  cooked  as  well  as  she  did.  * 

Q  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  al>out  his  regard  for  her? 
A.  Yes. 

,Q.  What?  A.  Well,  he  said  he  was  in  love  with  her. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  Well,  about  two  years  ago. 

Q.  Tell  me  all  that  he  said  on  that  occasion.  A.  Well,  he  said 
she  was  the  grandest  little  woman  that  he  ever  saw. 

Q.  W  hat  else,  if  anything?  A.  Perfectly  devoted  to  her. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  her  leaving  her 
oh  ice? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  Well,  yes,  sir. 

^  Id  Q.  Now,  tell  me  what  it  was.  A.  Well,  several  times  he 
had  said — r  know  I  have  been  down,  you  know,  and  said 
something  about  her  staying — I  wanted  her  to  stay  off  with  me, 
and  Mrs.  Cramer  said  no,  she  could  not,  and  he  used  to  say.  *‘I  wish 
she  would  stay  home;  1  will  pay  her  if  she  stays  at  home:  1  will 
give  her  enough  to  live  off  of,”  and  wanted  her  to  leave  the  office: 
lie  said  that,  then. 

Q.  WThen  was  it  he  said  that,  if  you  can  remember?  A.  WThen 
we  first  moved  up  there,  in  1908. 

Q.  Did  he  say  how  he  would  pay  her?  A.  No. 

Q,  Did  he  ever  tell  you  anything  about  having  given  her  money? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  Well,  I  knew  that  he  had.  because  I  know  if  1  would  have  any¬ 
thing  on,  you  know,  he  would  ask  her  “Laury,  why  don’t  you  get 
it?”  “Well,  because  I  can’t  afford  it.”  “Well,  you  can  get  it  if 
you  wrant  it.”  lie  said  that  many  times. 

Q.  My  question  is  to  tell  us  whether  he  ever  told  you  that  he  had 
given  her  money?  A.  Yes,  sir.  he  told  me  one  time  he  gave  her 
$25  to  spend  when  she  was  going  to  New  York,  and  $10  for  her 
ticket. 

Q.  Do  you  know  w’hether  he  went  along  on  that  occasion?  A. 
Well,  that  time,  no,  sir,  he  didn’t. 

715  Q.  Did  you  ever  go  to  New  York  when  he  wras  there?  A. 
I  went  with  him,  with  Mr.  Hurd  and  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Tell  us  the  circumstances  of  that  visit,  and  your  conversations 
with  Mr.  Hurd,  and  how  much  you  saw  of  him.  A.  WTell,  we  went 
over  together:  1  guess  that  ha«  been  about  six  years  ago;  and  his 
grandson,  Dr.  Lee  Hurd,  met  him  at  the  station,  and  Mrs.  Cra¬ 
mer’s  daughter  and  son-in-law\  Mr.  Fleming  Parker  and  his  wife, 
met  us  at  the  station;  and,  of  course,  Dr.  ITurd  took  his  grandfather 
home  with  him,  and  Mrs.  Cramer  and  T  went  home  with  her  daugh- 
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ter.  And  he  used  to  come  down  even*  day  to  see  us _ everv  morn 

dr nXfr°f  wou,(?  «et  llP:  and  then  he  brought  his 

also^ht  Ul  a"  ^°Wn““1,s  tfnind-aughter.  I)r.  Hurd’s  wife  down 

How  long  did  lie  stay  down  when  he  would  come  to  see  you 

every  day  A.  Well,  he  would  come  down  and  take  us  out  very 
often  sight-seeing,  you  know. 

da^  How  lonK  'vere  .'O''  H>erp?  A.  Oh,  |  guess  «  week  or  ten 

Q.  Well,  do  you  mean  to  snv  that  Mr.  Hurd  ealled  everv  dav 

while  you  were  there?  A.  He  did  everv  moraine  while  we  were 
tnere. 

Q,  When  you  eame  hack  tell  me  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Cramer  came 
_  ^  with  you?  A.  \\  c  all  came  together. 

7m  A^(n  ?i(1  yon  knmv  thal  Mr-  Hurd  was  a  spiritualist?  A 
Uell,  I  thought  he  was  inclined  a  little  that  wav 

Q.  Did  you  talk  about  it  with  him?  A.  Well,  once  or  twice  1 
asked  him  one  time  how  it  happened  to  be,  and  he  said  that  soon 
after  his  wife  died — I  rememlier  that  distinctly— he  said  he  wa< 
travelling  out  through,  1  think,  Montana,  or  some  place,  and  he  met 
a  little  girl  Well,  they  were  a  kind  of  a  poor  family,  and  she  came 
out  and  told  him  all  about  bis  wife,  and  that  is  what  led  him  to  t>e 
a  spiritualist;  but  that  is  all  I  ever  heard  him  say. 

Q,.  Did  he  e\ei  sa\  anything  to  you  about  Airs.  Drainer  writing 
any  so-called  spiritualistic  letters?  A.  No,  sir.  he  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mrs.  Cramer  writing  or  claiming  to  write 
any  spiritualistic  letters?  A.  No.  sir,  I  never  heard  of  anvthimr 
of  the  kind. 


Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

How  frequently  did  he  talk  spiritualism  to  you?  A. 
717  Why,  he  never  said  very  much  to  me.  at  all,  only  that  one 
time. 

Q.  Never  told  you  anything  about  it  but  once?  A.  No.  Ob.  well.* 
we  may  have  spoken  about  that  one  time  several  times,  when  he 
would  be  talking,  you  know,  or  playing  cards;  lie  spoke  about  that, 
but  that  was  all,  and  1  remarked  to  him  at  the  time,  1  said,  “Well. 

i  \.i  e  1 1  go  around  here  in  the  city?”  And  he  says  “No.  nobody 
in  Washington  can  tell  you  anything.”  lie  used  to  talk  like  that, 
vou  know. 

Q.  Now,  he  told  you,  did  he,  that  while  he  was  traveling  in  Mon¬ 
tana  this  little  girl  had  told  him?  A.  A  little  girl  fourteen  years 
old. 

Q.  And  told  you  that  several  times?  A.  Yes;  that  is  the  only 
thing  I  ever  heard  him  talking  about:  and  he  said  after  that  then 
he  never  was  a  spiritualist  until  after  that. 

Q.  And  this  occurred  after  his  wife  died?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Now,  tell  me  just  exactly  what  Mr.  Hurd  said  to  you  about 
being  in  love  with  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  Why,  1  don’t  know  ;  he  used 
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to  often  say  that  he  loved  her,  but  still  I  never  saw  any  signs 

718  of  any  affection,  or  anything  like  that,  only  just  like  father 
and  daughter;  that  is  the  way  they  acted. 

Q.  You  didn’t  get  the  impression  that  he  wanted  to  marry  her, 
did  you?  A.  Well,  he  told  me  that  he  did,  hut  lie  was  afraid. 

(J.  When  did  he  tell  you  so?  A.  Oh.  he  has  told  me  that  time 
and  again. 

Q.  Can  you  remember -  A.  (Interposing).  I  could  not  tell 

you  the  date  he  told  me. 

Q.  When  did  he  first  tell  you?  A.  Soon  after  1  moved  to  the 
De  Soto. 

Q.  That  was  in  1908?  A.  Yes,  in  1908. 

719  Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Tell  us  what  it  was  that  Mr.  Hurd  said  to  you  about  wanting 
to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer,  but  was  afraid.  A.  Tell  vou  about  him? 

Q.  Tell  us  all  he  said  about  that.  A.  Well,  I  don’t  know;  lie 
just  spoke — said  he  was  in  love  with  her  and  would  marry  her,  hut 
he  was  afraid  that  his  son  and  grandson  would  shoot  him  ;  he  said 
that. 

Q.  When  was  it?  A.  Well,  he  said  it  two  or  three  times.  Well, 
most  of  the  conversation  I  ever  had  with  Mr.  Hurd  was  while  I  was 
living  up  to  the  I)e  Soto  :  during  those  times  that  1  was  visiting  him. 
don’t  you  know. 

Q.  He  told  you  this  while  you  were  living  at  the  De  Soto?  A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q,  He  knew,  of  course,  that  you  and  Mrs.  Cramer  were 

720  close  friends,  did  he?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  as  to  why  he  thought  someone 
would  shoot  him?  A.  Well,  he  said  that  is  why  he  didn't  marry 
her:  he  was  afraid  they  would  shoot  him. 

Q.  But  what  1  want  to  direct  your  attention  to  is  whether  he 
said  anvbodv  had  told  him  thev  would  shoot  him,  or  anything  of 
that  sort. 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  Why,  yes.  he  said  that  his  son  said  he  would  shoot  him. 


721  Thereupon,  George  W.  Smith,  called  as  a  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  and  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination.  < 

Bv  Mr.  Birney: 

V 

Q.  Mr.  Smith,  please  state  your  age  and  your  occupation  and  your 
place  of  employment.  A.  I  am  sixty-five  years  old. 

Q.  You  don’t  look  it,  sir.  A.  Been  through  the  army;  occupa¬ 
tion,  clerk  in  the  Post  Office  Department. 
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Wtii  TI,,W„i0ing  kaVe  -  V"  *,een  l^e  Government  service’  \ 
W  eli,  I  wrH  have  to  Ko  back.  Since  1879.  ‘ 

n  ir  y°iU  kTv  Mr-  Fe"lon  l  Hurd?  A.  Verv  well 
years.  H°”  °"K  h®Ve  you  known  lli,n?  A.  Well,  about  five  nr  six 

Mrt  Cnunw’s'*1  ‘'°U  Ret  a<qUainle<1  wi,h  l,ini?  A.  1  met  him  at 
■  ’  nder  what  circumstances  did  you  meet  him — were  vou  living 

and  f,X  0  <  A-  'VelK  jnsl  and  visited  back 

Q.  How  frequently  did  you  see  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Well  off  and  on  • 

could  not  tell  you  exactly  the  number  of  times;  but  back  and  forth: 
‘•nd  spent  the  evening  there. 

722  111VQ-,  1I)i<1  he  visi|  y."ur  house?  A.  Oh.  yes,  he  has  been  to 

m\  house  several  tunes. 

livlii  ,'i'  ,len'r  ,1'<l  ■VO"  ,iw  "ien?  A.  North  Capitol  Street,  I  have 
lived  there  for  nine  years. 

Q.  W  hen  vou  met  him  did  you  have  conversations  with  him?  A. 
o  'nV'6  talked:  talked  about  matters  and  things. 

\ r*V0UvVeir  "}Hm  al,.v  triP  "ith  him?  A.  Went  from 

here  to  New  York  with  him. 

Q.  By  rail  or  water?  A.  Water. 
ni^elf'"'1  "h°  'V°re  °f  the  par,v?  A-  Mrs-  Cramer,  my  wife  and 

him  'n<'  '*r'  ,,urd?  A.  Yes.  I  occupied  the  stateroom  with 

Q.  How  long  did  the  trip  occupy?  A.  Well,  let’s  see  We 
stopped  one  day— we  left  here  at  night,  and  we  stopped  one  dav  at 
Norfolk,  and  left  that  night.  1  am  sure  we  left  that  night 
Q.  And  then?  A.  Went  on  to  New  York. 

xt  rrn<1  did  -vou  re,,,Min  together  after  reaching  New  York9  \ 
No.  His  son  met  him  there  at  the  depot. 

Q.  His  son  or  his  grandson?  A.  Grandson  and  son.  I  think, 
too:  1  think  the  son  was  there.  1  would  not  sav  positively  hut  there 
was  two  gentlemen.  Now,  T  don’t  know  who  thev  were 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  this?  A.  That  is  about  four  vears 
ago. 

723  Q.  Did  you.  during  this  acquaintance  of  yours  with  Mr. 
Hurd,  form  any  opinion  as  to  his  mental  powers?  A.  W  ell, 
have  met  him  off  and  on.  and  I  thought  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
mind,  as  far  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  W  hat  was  your  estimate  of  his  intelligence— his  general  intel- 
M  ell,  a  man  of  general  intelligence. 

•aT  "  h.nt  t()Picf\did  you  discuss  with  him?  A.  Well,  he  discussed 
th  !I-Vn  re?!rd  t(:  hY  llfe:  told  me  all  from  childhood  up:  gave 
m®  a  vvT*0rL  10w  le  started  out  as  a  poor  boy 

read  tbopaper  "eWSpaper  reai,er-  Mr-  Smi,h  ?  A. ' ‘  I  never  saw  him 

A  QT  <1'<1  "'";lll,v  meet.  him.  in  the  daytime  or  what? 

,4_  T  met  him  in  the  day  and  at  night.  Met  him  one  time  at  Arling¬ 
ton.  T  was  over  there  to  attend  a  funeral,  and  the  old  man  was 
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walking  around  the  grounds  there,  and  after  the  funeral  I  joined 
him  and  we  walked  around  together. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that?  A.  That  was  two  years  ago. 

Q.  That  is  in  1908?  A.  1908. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  the  time  of  year?  A.  No,  I  can’t  exactly.  It 
was  in  the  summertime.  It  was  pleasant  weather;  I  know  he  was 
strolling  around  there. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  him  then?  A.  Well,  about  the 
soldiers,  and  so  on;  just  casually. 

Q.  Mr.  Smith,  during  all  your  acquaintance  with  Mr. 

724  Ilurd,  did  you  observe  any  sign  of  mental  weakness  in  him? 
A.  Not  a  particle. 

Q.  What  was  vour  estimate  of  him  in  that  regard? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the  question 
has  been  answered. 

A.  Well,  a  man  of  sound  mind  as  vou  or  1,  I  should  judge; 
bright  ;  clear. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  him  on  business  matters?  A.  He 
talked  with  me  on  business  matters.  Told  me  how  he  had  gathered 
his  money,  and  he  says  “I  am  now  drawing  the  interest  on  the  first 
$300  that  I  ever  made.” 

Q.  Did  he  explain  what  he  meant  by  that?  A.  Well,  he  is  pru¬ 
dent  and  careful,  and  knew  how  to  handle  his  money,  I  suppose; 
that  he  had  worked - 

Q.  Did  you  ever  discuss  spiritualism- with  him?  A.  No,  I  don’t 
know  that  we  ever  touched  on  that  topic  at  all. 

Cross-examination . 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Didn’t  you  find,  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  was  a  man  who  liked 

to  talk  about  his  past?  A.  Well,  I  don’t  know;  ves,  he  seemed  to 

like  to  go  over  the  history  of  his  life,  yes. 

Q.  Did  lie  tell  you  about  his  mining  operations?  A.  Yes,  spoke 
about  his  mining  operations. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  had  made  his  money?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  How?  A.  He  made  it  in  mines.  He  first  started  in  a 

mine  near  his  place,  I  think,  off  east  there  somewheres.  He 

725  worked  for  a  while,  I  don’t  know,  but  by  the  day;  I  think 
he  worked  by  the  day,  and  then  these  men  came  to  him  and 

said,  “Well,  we  will  give  you  so  much  a  ton  for  getting  this  ore 
out;”  and  he  took  the  job.  T  think,  and  they  piled  up  ore  for  the 
winter,  and  he  said  that  he  made  quantities  of  monev  out 

726  of  it.  . 
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.1  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Smith,  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 

,nr1  ^rnnier’  alul  belI1br  Hrst  duly  sworn,  was  examined 

and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Birney: 

^ithv’  yvU  are  the  wife  (’f  Mr-  Geor«e  w-  Smith,  who  has 
just  testified'  A.  \es,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live?  A.  1620  North  Capitol. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  there?  A.  Nine  years  last  month. 

r>  i  ,'?U  k“ow  JIrs-  Citura  U.  Cramer?  A.  I  do 

,  .}*;  hmv  lo"K  hi,ve  known  her?  A.  Well,  I  could  not 
tell  you  the  exact  time.  1  presume  something  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  years;  perhaps  a  little  longer;  perhaps  not  so  long. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  .1.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Ho'v  '°nK  have  you  known  him?  A.  Well,  perhaps  ten  years- 
maybe  a  little  more.  F  *  ’ 

H&jm*  TtfiM  ’"f  u'm:  Mrs  Smith,  and  where  was  he 
Hung  A.  I  don  t  know  whether  it  was  on  14th  street  or  on  Cor- 

1 ' ' eve r * ^nv'  1  d i a ^ "  1VC<I  Cort'ora"  street,  that  was  the  first  time 

.  .9-  ''  |len  .'on  lived  on  Corcoran  street,  you  say?  A  Yes- 
I  lived  there  the  same  time  that  he  did.  in  the  same  row.  ’ 

ino?  t  rik  "  10  S?"-'e  T'V  <lf  houses’  1,111  not  the  same  Imild- 

hloc'k  below  ’  "°'  Si,rne  >llil,ii"K;  on  ,he  sanle  street,  a 

str?et?Whe"  <lifl  y°U  lea'e  ,here’  Mrs-  Smith?  A.  Left  Corcoran 

Q.  ies.  A.  Nine  years  ago  last  month. 

•  ‘I  J  lnre  umt  time  have  you  seen  Mr.  Ilurd  frequently?  A.  Yes 
sir,  I  have  seen  him  occasionally.  *  ’ 

°ften’  as  ”^arlv  as  von  can  fix  it?  A.  Well  about  evcrv 
month  or  two:  something  like  that 

<i.  Did  you  talk  with  him,  .Mrs.  Smith?  A.  Ye*  «ir 

Q.  To  what  extent?  A.  Well,  just  ordinary  conversations  a*  any 
one  would  sit  in  the  room,  making  an  evening  call  ’ 

V  "  ,ie"  yon  nailed  at  the  apartment— Mrs.  Cramer’*  in  ,rt,„e„f 

paJ ■  rfWthe"w  "tVeU  ,Ii,,  y°J!  !'"n-^n  what 

w9j  k'fl  > 0,1  observe  his  demeanor  towards  Mrs  Cramer*-'  \ 

M  ell.  he  was  always  very  kind ;  friendly  and  kind  ' '  '  ' 

7->S  a  u-i  le,eye,r  la]I5,  ivith  you  about  her?  A.  Yes  he  has 

.  spoken  to  me  of  her  as  a  very  good  friend  ' nd  ri,  !?*  ?  way'° 
making  a  good  home  for  him.  '  e  and  ?he  wa? 

kind  ' n lreal  kier  when  she  was  present ?  A.  Very 
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Q.  How  did  she  act  toward  him,  Mr-.  Smith?  A.  In  the  same 
manner. 

Q.  Mrs.  Smith,  do  you  recall  going  upon  one  occasion  with  Mrs. 
Cramer  to  look  at  a  house?  A.  On  University  Place,  yes,  I  do. 

0.  l)o  you  know  about  how  long  ago  that  was?  A.  That  we  went 
to  look  at  the  house? 

Q-  Yes.  A.  \\  ell,  1904  or  ’06;  1904,  I  believe;  that  was  six  years 

Q.  \\  here  was  the  house?  A.  On  University  Place 
Q  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.*  Hurd  about  it?  A. 
"  ell,  lie  was  not  with  us  when  we  went  up  there. 

at  thelmuse"<lerSt0°<1  A  Mrs’  Cramer  mid  >  went  together  to  look 

JJ) ’ell>  di/}  •vou  have  a,*.V  talk  «ith  him  about  it  either  before 
■.  ,,  !/  °r  aftc,r  y°"  went— any  conversation  concerning  the  house? 

A.  \\  ell,  1  don  t  just  recollect ;  I  know  it  was  his  intention  to  buv 
the  house  and  make  a  home - 

Mr.  Ford:  I  object  to  that. 

‘'2U  V'  1  asked  you  whether  you  got  that  statement  from  him 

rEL'1*' A-  iiin'' "»'  - . - 

Q.  You  got  that  statement,  then,  from  him?  A.  Yes. 

Jr  !'ld  h®  tell  you  why  lie  wanted  to  buy  it?  A.  For  a  home 

O  0''  T|h0V ‘ '  A’  F°,r  he  and  Mrs.  Cramer  and  her  son. 

V  Was  the  house  purchased?  A.  Bv  him? 

Q.  ’t  cs.  A.  No,  it  was  not. 

particulars'^11  kn°W  Why?  A'  WeU*  1  thi"k  if  -it  in  some 

Q.  Didn’t  suit  who— who  didn’t  it  suit?  A.  Neither  one  The 
g(Xf  repair °°  1  ^  leve’  for  their  PurP“*>s;  it  was  not  in  very 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  time  after  that  look  at  another  house  for  the 

purpose  of  purchasing  it?  A.  Well,  he  looked-there  w*  a  housc 
on  North  Capitol  Street  that  he  looked  at  '  " 

where ^'riive.'r  f,r<*ent  redden<'e?  A'  Y<*>  about  three  blocks  from 

Q.  W  hat,  if  anything,  did  he  sav  to  you  about  his  mimose  in 
wanting  to  buy  that?  A.  For  the  same  purpose,  for  a  ^oT 

730  Cramer  m  r  8  h°me  to  live  in>  him  and  Mrs. 

For  whom?  D°  '  °U  k"°W  f°r  wh°m  he  was  «oir'K  to  buy  it?  A. 
Q-  Yes.  A.  Buy  it  for  Mrs.  Cramer 

Capitol' Street1? ^  ^  ^  ™  if  know?  A.  On  North 

Q  $5500’A'  AV$5500hi«"-ft"'aS  *5300>  something  like  that. 

A  tt  a- a  n  »  *ooo()>  or  something  like  that 

to  take  ft.fT  tlSeve'  A'  N°’  Sir’  they  afterwards  decided  not 
q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  any  desire  to  marry 
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T^j^ameL,  or  any  PurPose  of  marriage  between  them?  A.  Well 
of  his  wn  hlm  ^  Ulat  h°  Wa*  dtrai(1  10  get  married  011  account 

him*  ^  ‘  ^at  lle  llad  threatened  him,  to  kill 

V,Q-  Di^  y°u  lforj;*.  any  estimate  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  mental  capacity 
Mrs.  Smith  !  A.  W  ell,  1  considered  him  an  exceedingly  bright  man 
a  man  ol  intelligence,  that  could  converse  on  anv  subject,  and  his 

ii'ian'of  his'age  ”ere  g°°d  88  anyone’  and  lnore  than  ordinary  for  a 

ij.  How  old  a  man  did  lie  look  to  you  to  he?  A.  Well  not  is  <>1.1 
as  he  really  was,  he  didn’t  look  to  he,  by  ten  or  twelve  years,  as  old  u 

_  he  ,ealb  wu»;  he  was  just  eighty,  1  believe,  and  he  didn’t 

<dl  look  to  be  a  man  over  seventy,  and  he  was  so  active  a  man 

J0lVv0uld  hardly  believe  he  was  that  old. 

W-  W  as  he  active  physically?  A.  Very. 

Q.  Ilow  did  he  show  it,  Mrs.  Smith?  ‘  A.  Well,  in  his  walkine 
and  his  eyesight  seemed  to  be  good;  he  could  read  without  glasses’ 

Q.  Was  he  much  of  a  reader  of  the  newspapers?  A.  Yes-  he 
always  read  the  evening  papers.  ’ 

Q.  Mrs.  Smith,  when  did  you  last  see  him?  Mr.  Hurd  went 
an  ay  from  here,  as  it  has  been  shown,  in  March.  1910  When  did 
you  last  see  hint?  A  Last  March  he  wen,  awav  v’iu  "v?  d’d 

more  than  that;  I  haven’,  seen  Mr.  Hurd  for  quite  a  while.  *  ^ 
New  York?°  A8 Vis  sir  ‘  UP°"  a  ,rip  from  '^hington 

my^ husband*  ami  °I.  A'  Mr  Hl"d  a"d  *»■  Cramer  and 

Q.  W  ere  you  much  in  his  company  during  that  trio’  \  Well 
we  were  together  all  the  time  on  the  boa,.  Of  eotUe  we  could  1 
te  but  very  little  separated,  being  on  the  boat  together 

August  hCn  ^  that~how  lo"«  “go?  A.  Three  years  ago  last 

<4  ::: czxf™  my 

aequaim.iOM^h’hTm?’  ’’'’'Th/i'i'-t  'V'  ,,f  v""r 

to  l>e  as  bright  as  ever  smv  h,,n  he  seemed 

;  .“js  ; 

think  he  was  quite  decided ;  rather  stubborn.  '  '  ’’  '  1 

Did  he  visit  at  vour  house9  V  Yp*  ila  un  u  L 
Q.  How  frequently’  t  \v?ii  1  ’  e  hfls  b<‘en  lhere. 

there.  ^  ’  ’  A’  " e"'  no«  80  very  often:  he  has  called 

Q.  When  he  came  who  came  with  him?  a 
came  alone;  just  passim?  hv  nr  mu  f  n  sometimes  he 

in  several  times  8  ’  °Ut  for  a  'valk-  “"d  he  would  stop 

JLSr&JZ. "*"•  “  North  Cpito,  Slretl 

Q.  And  he  was  living  where?  A.  At  the  De  Soto. 
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Q.  And  liow  far  apart  are  those  places?  A.  Well,  quite  a  little 
ways,  but  he  always  walked,  I  believe;  he  was  a  great  walker. 

Q.  Between  what  streets  is  your  house  on  on  North  Capitol? 
A.  Between  Q  and  R. 

733  Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Mrs.  Smith,  did  you  ever  discuss  Mr.  llurd’s  religious  belief? 
A.  Well,  I  can’t  say  I  have  discussed  it;  I  have  heard  him  speak  of 
his  religious  views. 

Q.  lie  was  a  spiritualist,  wasn’t  he?  A.  Well,  1  think  he  was 
inclined  a  little  that  way.  I  don’t  know  that  he  was  a — 1  have 
heard  him  say  that  he  believed  a  little  on  those  lines. 

Q.  Just  what  did  he  say  about  it?  A.  Well,  he  was  very  anxious 
to  communicate  with  his  wife. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  talk  of  that  more  than  once?  A.  Well,  yes, 
1  believe  he  has  just  mentioned  it. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  having  gotten  letters  from  her? 
A.  From  whom? 

Q.  From  his  wife.  A.  Letters  from  her — no,  1  don’t  think  so. 
Q.  1  understood  you  to  sav  that  he  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  com¬ 
municate  with  her.  A.  That  was  his  desire,  to  hear  from  her;  his 
principal  desire,  I  believe,  to  hear  from  his  wife,  who  he  was  very 
devoted  to  in  life. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  much  about  his  wife?  A.  Oh.  whenever  he  did 
speak  of  her,  he  always  spoke  of  her  in  very  endearing  terms. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  contrast  his  life  without  her  as  to  what 
it  had  been  with  her?  A.  Well,  yes,  1  have  heard  him  say 

734  that  life  was  different  since  she  was  away. 

*/ 

Q.  Did  he  say  in  what  way?  A.  Well,  as  anyone  would 
naturally  feel  without  a  companion,  who  had  had  one  for  over  forty 

years,  naturally  would  feel  lonely;  I  suppose  that  is - 

Q.  And  did  he  give  expression  to  that  loneliness?  A.  Well,  he 
said  he  missed  her,  of  course. 

Q.  How  often  did  that  occur?  A.  Oh,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea?  A.  No,  1  could  not  just  tell  you 
how  many  times. 

Q,  I  didn’t  ask  you  to  state  just  how  many  times,  but  just  ap¬ 
proximately.  A.  Oh,  well,  a  number  of  times,  he  has  spoken  to 
me  of  his  wife. 

Q.  And  did  that  extend  over  the  period  of  \our  acquaintance  with 
him?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn’t  see  much  of  him  when  you  lived  on  Corcoran 
Street,  did  you?  A.  No,  I  was  very  slightly  acquainted  with  him 
there. 

Q.  Now,  when  he  was  talking  of  the  purchase  of  this  house  he 
didn’t  tell  you  that  he  was  going  to  have  the  house  deeded  to  Mrs. 
Cramer,  did  he?  A.  No,  he  did  not.  Spoke  of  it  as  a  home. 

Q.  For  himself  and  for  Mrs.  Cramer  and  the  members  of 

735  her  family?  A.  Yes.  to  make  a  home  for  them. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  spiritualist.  Mrs.  Smith?  A.  No,  sir, 
I  am  not;  far  from  it. 

38— 2483a 
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7.36  Mrs.  Jessie  C.  Johnston,  called  as  a  witness  on  the  Dart 

. .  "m -«• 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birxey  : 

Br^kiy^ilCh.1’  Where  d°  Vml  resi',e?  1721  Avenue  II, 

Q  How  are  you  related  to  Mrs.  Laura  R  \  m 

daughter.  Mrs.  Cramer  is  my  mother.  Uan,er-  A.  Her 

n  v  1,1  iV°U  ’f11  us  h.ow  old  you  are?  A.  Twentv-five  year*  old 

Q.  You  have  been  twice  married,  have  you?  A.  Yes.  * 

J/.  When  were  you  first  married?  A.  In  1901 
A.  Up  to  that  i'i'mcl'yJ:11'1  y°U  live<l  with  y",,r  Mother  constantly? 

737  hold?AAd  Yes.  ^  ',r°t,,er’  als0‘  a  men'^r  «f  the  house¬ 
man  1  aim  IS  hC  °'der  °r  y°Unger  ,han  -vo"?  A.  He  is  younger 

Q.  After  your  marriage,  in  1001.  where  did  vou  live'''  \  Whv 
f  lived  in  New  York ;  different  place-  '  hy- 

lumbia  "d  \h0\VhfveqUently  d'd  y0M.  re,urn  'o  ‘he  District  of  Co¬ 
mmit  hs.  A  "  “n  !,VeraRe  of  every  six  months;  once  in  six 

Q.  On  visits  to  votir  mother?  A  Yes 

a  weektVnay'r  ^  VO"  ’“ay  ’°n  yoUr  vM*?  A.  FVom 

wlmn  An\  aVany/ime  d'id  you  stav,  an>’  lonRer  than  that,  and  if  so 
"hen.  A.  les,  I  came  home  in  1905  nfter  mv  littlo  lmv  Vs, 

was  born,  and  I  stayed  for  three  months  at  that  time  ' 

month?  old  Wa*  thC  “hild  Ulen?  A-  He  was  then  about  six 

Q.  N  ou  have  given  his  name  as  “Fenton”’  A  Yes 
hi  k  ',vhor"  'vas  he  named?  A.  Me  was  named  for  Mr  Fenion 

f  he  laid'1  °Ut  ‘°  **  "  nlCe  young  bov’  n“  he  would  like  him  to. 

738  n,Q- .?°"T  lon8  have  you  kt  own  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd?  A. 

•  ,  Oh  since  I  was  a  little  girl;  I  suppose,  oh  1  was  a  little  lrirl 

just  going  to  school  when  T  first  remembered  him'.  M 

ty.  »'  eie  you  and  Mr.  Hurd  on  aood  terms’  \  m»  .,t  .  *u 

glad  to  see'me  Slen  V  rame  home  f°n<'  °f  me-  a"d  aI"'ays 

H,?rd’Vh\eVi°"  Pi"ne  u-°We  af'°r  1901  ,Ii'1  alwavs  see  Mr 
ttmetr  A.  Always  saw  him.  •  1  • 

Q.  And  he  was  then  living  at  your  mother’s?  A  Yes 

IQfK  ^ir"'  y,°u  hj'j  said  'hat  you  came  home  in  the  summer  of 
DW5.  How  long  did  vou  stnv  thmi?  \  t  i  l,mmei  ot 
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and  was  home  then  for  three  months,  and  mamma  moved  from  14th 
street  to  Massachusetts  Avenue,  and  Mr.  Hurd  was  with  us;  and  he 
used  to  always  talk  and  speak  to  me  about  how  he  wished  mamma 
would  resign. 

Q.  Now,  let  me  ask  you.  She  moved  then  to  the  De  Soto? 

739  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  your  mother  moved  to  the  De  Soto?  A.  Yes, 
from  14th  street. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  summer  of  1905?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  came  again  in  November,  1905?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  stayed  how  long?  A.  Three  months  then. 

Q.  And  then  went  back  to  New  York?  A.  Yes;  I  was  home 
twice  in  1905. 

Q,  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hurd  again  that  summer?  A.  After  1  went 
home? 

Q.  After  you  went  home.  A.  No — let  me  see:  1  saw  Mr.  Hurd 
before  T  came  home  the  first  time  Fenton  was  just  a  very  little  baby. 
My  mother  and  a  friend  of  hers  came  up,  and  he  came  with  them; 
and  he  stopped  with  his  grandson  Lee.  and  used  to  come  up  to 
our  house  every  morning,  and  he  spoke  of  liking  to  stay  up  with 
us.  but  we  had  a  small  apartment,  and  I  told  him  I  could  not.  and  he 
said  he  was  sorry,  and  he  came  sometimes  twice  a  day. 

Q.  How  far  distant,  if  you  know,  was  Dr.  Lee  Hurd’s  residence? 
A.  Just  a  very  short  walk ;  1  was  on  94th  street,  and  I  think  he  was 
on  84th  or  86th  street;  something  in  the  eighties. 

Q.  How  long  a  visit  did  your  mother  pay  you  then?  A.  Why.  T 
suppose  two  weeks;  not  less. 

Q.  And  you  say  Mr.  Hurd  came  to  your  house  every  day 

740  then?  A.  Yes;  sometimes  he  came  to  lunch. 

Q.  And  what  attentions,  if  any,  did  he  pay  your  mother 
at  that  time?  A.  Why,  he  came  to  see  her  especially,  and  always 
talked  with  mother,  and  talked  with  all  of  us  a  little,  and  up  al- 
wavs  asked  for  mamma — “Laurv” ;  “Where  is  Laurv?”  “She  is 
out.  *  And  if  mamma  was  down  town  he  would  come  back  when 
she  was  home. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  in  what  month  that  was,  Mrs.  Johnston?  A. 
I^et  me  see.  Well,  it  was  just  in  the  spring,  for  it  was  not  warm; 
it  was  about  in  the  spring,  yes. 

Q.  Since  that  time  has  Mr.  Hurd  visited  you?  A.  Since  then, 
yes,  he  visited  me,  over  in  Flatbush. 

Q.  When?  A.  In  1909,  he  and  mamma. 

Q.  At  what  time  in  the  year?  A.  In  the  summer. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  they  stay?  A.  They  stayed  a  month. 

Q.  Where  did  Mr.  Hurd  stay  then?  A.  Stayed  then  at  my 
house. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Johnston,  during  these  various  visits  that  you  paid 
to  Washington,  and  the  visits  that  Mr.  Hurd  paid  to  you,  did  you 
have  much  of  a  conversation  with  him?  A.  I  always  did;  yes. 

Q.  During  the  three  months  that  you  were  in  Washington,  in 
1905,  and  early  in  1906,  where  did  you  stay?  A.  At  my  mother’s. 
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741  day  ’  ^  "’***  }°U  there  <lllring  a11  the  day?  A-  Yes,  all 

nJ 

\  V..  v*',  ?Xt'fVt’  of  <‘"urse-  "hen  -vou  went  out  for  something? 

the  little  bov  .md  7 didn’t  “  C°Id  W6ather  and  1  bad 

every  dav*.  ^  there  dunng  ,llat  tin,e?  A.  Always,  during 

Q.  Did  you  have  many  conversations  with  him’  \  Yes  everv 
day  I  talked  with  him  a  great  deal.  les,  every 

a_9‘ jD?d  -vou  ‘'vor  have  «ny  conversation  with  Mr.  Hurd  concerning 
•  ny  desire  on  Ins  part  to  marry  your  mother?  A.  Yes,  I  did.  8 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

Q.  What  was  that  conversation?  A.  He  told  me  that  he  would 

mv  moVrT.  M  ^  f  'T®  liked  Very  muth  ,0  have  married 
Bv"  o  Til  t  ,a'!,u!‘"d  «n  iieeount  of  his  “darned  fool  son, 

is'  he’’’  “Well  ’’  h  “d  '  l"  d  '  f  -  H'lrd— what  kind  of  a  fellow 
shool'anvl  i  '  e  rald’  1,e  ls  a  blg  fo°l;  he  would  just  as  leave 

Mr.  I'ORO:  1  object  to  what  the  witness  said. 

A.  (Continuing:)  And  he  said,  “Well,  as  it  is  ”  he  said  “T 
pose  wc  will  have  to  leave  it  as  it  llas  been.”  But  he  said  it  seemid 
<  '"e.  aftei  a  man  hadn  t  asked  anything  of  his  children  to 
have  to  lie  scared  of  them.  “But,”  he  said,  “well,  we  will  let  it  go  ” 

742  ’  T)  Wh  '*  '"M  1kl"<,.0,  offhand  would  say,  “Let  it  go” 

«w"3!" ' ~ ”  '»■  KSfs:  ,z 

az  ih«  t;  r.3  iatae. 

tS  z&xzss,  . ■’ 

having  gi  ve  t?  y  o  u  r  Vi  i  nth  or  YtTheV"  ’d 

S!.' m'd"  ,:r  b"1  ,n.Ty  limr  ,a"d  wouldn't^ 

fortahi  v  without  working  "and  7  said  ’"“Well'  '*  l*1'0  C0,'iId  Iive  com‘ 
at  your  death  then  mv  mother  would  have?  ’  C  w’  ,but. probably 
that  would  not  be  very  pleasant  for  her  the  ? ”  “\VeH  ”  T‘ "T"??6 

I  have  fixed  that :  it  will  be  all  right  ”  “lint  ”  he"  ’  «r  ,  d’  But 

Laury  go  out  even-  morning  and  drudge  alone- ”  TnH  1  'ate  *0  See 
particular  it  was  raining,  and  he  said  ‘‘I  hate  to  el  1  m0rnin§ 

ft’’  "?(nd"lh?oid'  A?  V  “*hV  t  h«'°eU‘oado 
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your  mother  and  tell  her  it  is  foolish  for  her,  when  I  have  provided 
for  her.  But  I  didn’t  say  any  more  at  that  time. 

Q.  M  hen  was  the  first  conversation  on  this  line  that  vou  had 
with  him?  A.  The  first  was  when  I  w’as  home  in  1905, 
74d  when  I  was  on  14th  street,  before  mamma  moved  from  14th 
street;  and  then  after  I  was  back  with  them  for  the  three 
months — with  mamma  for  the  three  months. 

Q.  Did  he  speak  of  it  at  that  time?  A.  Yes;  he  often  spoke  of 
it  then,  because  it  was  very  bad  weather  and  he  hated  to  see  her  go 
out  so  many  mornings,  as  it  was  awfully  bad. 

Q*  Ihd  he  ever  tell  you  how  much  he  had  given  her?  A.  No. 

Q.  Or  how  much  he  had  provided  for  her?  A.  No,  he  didn’t 
say  how  much,  but  he  said  he  had  given  her  money  to  provide  for 
her  if  she  would  resign.  I  never  asked  him  how'  much,  and  he 
didn’t  tell  me. 


Q.  In  the  summer  of  1909  did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
bim  along  this  line?  A.  Yes,  many  of  them. 

A.  (Continuing:)  Mostly  always  spoke  sitting  on  the  porch  of 
how  he  wished  mamma  would  resign.  Always  spoke,  when  we 
were  sitting  on  the  porch,  of  how  he  wanted  mamma  to  resign  and 
not  come  back  to  Washington,  to  go  to  the  office  any  more.  And 
again  1  have  said,  as  usual,  “Well,  suppose  mamma  has  not  enough 
to  live  on  and  could  not  get  along  in  her  older  days?”  And  he 
said,  “Well,  I  have  that  fixed  all  right.”  He  says,  “If  you  could 
just  get  your  mother  to  resign.”  He  said,  “I  hope  that  by  next 
vear  she  will.” 


Q-  M  here  was  this  conversation?  A.  This  conversation 
<44  was  on  my  porch  in  Flatbush,  in  the  summer  of  1909;  the 
first  summer  I  was  there. 

().  Now,  Mrs.  Johnston,  did  Mr.  Hurd  at  any  time  ever  make 
an\  mention  to  you  of  having  received  any  spiritualistic  letters? 
A.  No,  lie  never  did;  never  spoke  of  it  to  me. 

Q.  W  hat  knowledge,  if  any,  had  you  at  any  time  of  your  mother 
having  written  any  letters  of  that  kind?  A.  I  never  had  such  a 
knowledge;  1  never  heard  of  my  mother  writing  any  letters  of  that 


Q.  Did  you  ever  know  her  to  act  as  a  medium?  A.  No. 

Q- rPat  knowledge  have  you  that  Mr.  Hurd  w^as  a  spiritualist? 
A.  \\  hy,  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  was  a  spiritualist  from 
younger  days,  but  not  to  any  extent,  I  don’t  remember  of  him 
ever  speaking  of  the  subject  much,  for  I  was  not  interested  in  it 
and  didn  t  know  much  about  it  to  talk  about  it. 

Q;  *?1(?  you1  evei!  know  of  his  g°ing  to  visit  any  medium?  A. 
W  ell,  I  have  heard  of  him  going  to— I  have  heard  him  speak  of 
a  certain  person  that  he  knew  and  had  been  to  see;  that  she  w7as 
doing  very  nicely  in  spiritualism,  and  that  her  daughter  was  a 
spiritualist  and  she  had  died.  I  know  her  name. 

Q.  W  hat  was  her  name?  A.  Her  name  was  Mrs.  Shafer.  And 
she  used  to  come  to  the  house  to  see  him  when  my  mother  was 
away.  I  remember  one  day  just  coming  in  as  she  was  going  out, 

7/1,  an.f  j  ask^  him  why  she  was  there,  and  he  said  she  just 
called  on  him,  so  I  didn’t  know7  why. 
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Cross-examination. 


Bv  Mr.  Ford  : 

-46  Q.  Now,  how  many  times  did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  that  he 
wanted  to  marry  your  mother?  A.  Many  times 
i.  How  many?  A  Why,  I  could  not  remember  just  how  many. 
\ou  can  imagine,  when  we  talked  every  day  about  my  mother 
That  was  his  one  conversation  to  me,  was  he  wished  my  mother 
_  would  resign;  that  she  was  the  only  woman  outside— since 
'  -  le  death  of  his  wife  that  he  had  ever  cared  for,  or  ever 

-Wl.v  ”?saidalld  1  Sa'd  "hy’  h°W  funny  that  is’  Mr-  Hurd. 

H.  1  don’t  care  for  what  you  said,  Mrs.  Johnston.  A.  And  he 
always  wanted  to  marry  my  mother;  said  he  had  wanted  to  but  lie 
was  afraid.  And  I  said.  “Well,  that  is  a  very  funny  thing  for  a 
man  to  afraid  to  marry.”  “Well,”  he  said,  “you 'know  my 
hyron  i>  a  bad  fellow,  who  will  kill  anybody.”  ‘  *  ' 

H.  He  said  that  over  and  over  again,  did  he?  A  Yes  he  did 
many  times  tell  me  that.  Ies’  ne  aid’ 

H.  How  many  times?  A.  Well,  mv  soul,  I  suppose  every  dav 
his  conversation  must  have  been  on  that  in  three  ninths.  ‘ 

\.  I'm  vour  mother  want  to  marry  Mr.  Hurd?  \  |  sunnose 

slic  wo, i Id  have  married  him  if  she  bad  not  been  afraid  I  dmdt 
k  .°,"  *he  "5,uld  n°l  have  if  that  had  not  l>een  it. 
aid  l  1  >  'f  i te  you  *^a<  sllc  wanted  to  marry  him-'  \  She 

would  have°Ul  ernHf  T",*0  m‘"Ty  hi!*'  if  would  be  killed;  sh'e 
H,lrd.  ‘  i  allRer’  ,mt  ',le  cared  a  great  deal  for  Mr. 

sheQ  teUh  vo,r  tloll  i‘°  ",y  <4Uestion>  Mrs.  Johnston.  Did 

aid  1,  ,1  'Vanted,.to  marry  Mr-  Hurd?  A.  Yes  she 

>md  >iie  would  mafrv  him. 

Q.  Now,  when  did  Mr.  Ilurd  first  tell  you  that  hp  li-.rl 

Tt  mT’  ?  f,rTie  flir  M 

749  baby.  S  1  90  ’  when  Fenton  was  a  little 

for  her  to^reSign^  £?  ,h“?  g!'en  ',er  en,,uKh  money 

sign  and  take  care  of  her  then  And  T,r  e,,10Ugl!  to  re' 

years  («,  come,  after  you  are  dead  and  gone?”  He  says  '“WelMhat 
1  will  provide  for  when  1  am  gone."  ys’  "ell>  that 

Did  you  ever  ask  your  mother  how  much  he  had  given  her? 
-r0  A  aS%  1  lle'?r  »k?d  my  mother  how  much.  ' 

ualisf>  °"\’  wf.  d,'d  n  hear  him  tha*  l*e  was  a  spirit- 

r  ^  MttWa 

mu,  ;A”h,r “pr»M0  iw'Xo”  TtS 
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Q.  Well,  when  did  he  go  to  hoard  with  her?  A.  Why,  I  can’t 
remember  the  date;  but,  as  I  say,  I  was  a  little  girl.  I  think  I  had 
^  just  started  to  school,  because  1  can  t  just  remember;  I  was 

/o2  small  when  I  first  remember  Mr.  Hurd  taking  me  by  the 

band  and  going  to  the  store  and  buying  doll  clothes  for  me. 
and  little  things  at  the  store,  but  1  can’t  remember  it,  just  the  exact 
age. 

758  Q.  Don’t  you  know,  Mrs.  Johnston,  that  Mr.  Hurd  did  not 
board  with  your  mother  for  some  years  prior  to  1903’  A 
I  don’t  recall  that  he  did  not.  ‘ 

iom  9!)°a  1  ^OUjKnow  t,iat  ,le  did  not  board  with  your  mother  in 
tutu  t  A.  He  did. 

i  onn 9 1  )°A  t  TJ°U i -kin(nV  he  di<1  not  board  with  your  mother  in 

K00.  A.  He  did  in  1900.  Before  I  was  married  he  did. 

Q;  Do.nt  you  know  that  he  did  not  board  with  vour 
/o4  mother  in  1902?  A.  Well,  he  did.  It  was  the  first  year 
alter  I  was  married;  he  did. 

Q.  You  ore  positive  of  that?  A.  Yes,  I  am  positive. 

1008.  did  you' 'not*?’  V<>U  PUnM  some  f'roI,ert>'  »*  Brooklyn  in 

Mr.  Birney  ^Objected  to  as  incompetent  and  immaterial,  and  the 

"',tness  ls  n,lv,se(1  that  she  may,  at  her  election,  decline  to 
/on  answer.  ’ 

examination.'  LESTEK:  A"d  fUr",er  °bjeo,ed  "«*  being  cross- 
A.  Yes,  I  did. 

pr^enl' to  me<lid  ‘V°U  Ket  ‘,le  '"°ney  to  [>ay  for  it?  A.  It  was  a 

Q.  From  whom?  A.  From  my  mother. 

( l  Dow  much  was  it?  A.  $5,000. 

Q.  You  subsequently  sold  that  property,  did  you  not’  A  Yes 
Q.  And  purchased  other  property?  A.  Yes 
Q.  What  property  is  it  that  you  now  own? 

Mr.  Birkey:  All  of  this  line  of  questioning  is  objected  to  as  not 
proper  cross-examination,  and  immaterial  and  incompetent. 

A.  Property  in  kiske  Terrace,  Brooklyn. 

^  bat  did  you  pay  for  that  property’  A  Whv 
around  $15,000.  F  F  v\  ny, 

A.  $4,000Q'  H°W  mUeh  °f  ,hat  did  you  «et  f*  .Your  mother? 

Ye?'  lllflkef!  $9000  !l11  tlmt  you  got  from  her,  is  it?  A. 

Q.  Did  that  all  go  into  the  purchase  of  this  property? 

Mr  B,rxEY:  Objected  to  again,  and  the  witness  is  again  advised 
that  she  may  or  may  not  answer,  at  her  election. 


757 


A.  1  refuse  to  say. 

spiritualist  mT'VW^eS  t1  Mr'  Hurd  teI1  y<>«  he  was  a 
spiritualist .  A.  Why,  not  very  many  times.  I  suppose  the 
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he^vili6  SP°ke  °f  l,ei“K  “  spiri,uuIi  '  1  knew  then  afterwards  that 

Q.  He  never  told  you  any  more  about  it?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  lie  ever  talk  to  you  about  bis  wife?  A  Yes 
Q.  What  did  he  say  about  that?  A.  Me  told  me  that  his  wife 
was  an  awfully  good  woman,  and  he  missed  her  greatly,  and  since 
her  death  he  had  never  met  or  knew  anyone  that  lie  cared  as  much 
for  as  lie  did  my  mother,  and  there  was  no  one  in  this  world  that 

7->x  n  a  "  r  k"M  !,°  slI"'e  ller  Oca tb  as  my  mother. 

went  in!  I™  '"'l  deeIT  '°  to11  ,ls  whether*  those  moneys 
went  into  the  purchase  of  that  propertv,  do  vou?  \  Vnv 
of  the  small  amounts?  ’  An> 

Q.  No,  1  mean  the  two  large  amounts.  A.  They  did,  yes. 

759  Whereupon.  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer,  the  defendant  called 
as  a  witness  in  her  own  behalf,  and  being  firs,  duly  Worn 

was  examined  and  testifier]  as  follows:  ^  ‘  ’ 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birn  ey  : 

R.  CramerCra,ner’  W*11  y°U  pleuSe  sta,e  vour  fuU  "time?  A.  Laura 

a  tvl!ere  Ti  you  einPloyed?  A-  In  th<‘  State  Department, 
n  \v  en  111  ■\°U  irs'  come  to  Washington?  A.  In  188.3 

W.?shinge,on-'t°oUlKeen  ma,Tied?  A*  1  n,arried  and  «>»»  ^ht  to 

q.  My  husbnnd  *■ 

760  giriand’boyf  h°"'  ma"V  °hildren?  A  Two  children,  a 

,,  Q  ,T!lev  a.re  now  Kr°wn.  I  suppose?  A  Yes  sir 
Q.  One  of  them  ,s  Mrs.  Jessie  Johnston,  who  has  t^  fied’  \ 

old  „d,en  tdied  St°n  ^  (W'  Ieft  »  haby  nine  months 

Q.  When  your  husband  died?  \  Yes  sir 

so ?h^Ver  r'Yb,lant  ,,tea",  di;1  •vo"  Set  employment,  and  if 

men,  in  the  Wovernment  JZting'  offi^  dea,h  1  ** 

yei?rand°Tt  hdi?  »  meftTtha",  fffifl  '  ^  8  year  or  a 
,  Q-  And  then  where  we£  vo u  S&"*  ,'°'v  lon" 

fcrrcd  to  the  State  Department  '  A>  Then  1  was  ,rans- 

Q.  Do  you  recall  the  year  of  that  transfer’  tv  •  T  , 
not..  I  went  in  the  office  in  1887.  in  the  Pnntimr  Offi^  '  8IJ’.1  do 
shortly  -about  a  year  and  a  half,  or  something  like  that"  ™ 

«“  *41.^' i?  ,h.  8M, 

mVtS  i’k.  ess  srsusi  4;  y* -m  i  ™ 
STii T  . . 
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761  Q.  That  is,  in  the  library  department?  A.  In  the  library; 
in  the  bureau  of  rolls  and  library.  I  now  have  the  proof 

reading  and  indexing,  and  things  that  come  in;  general  library 
work,  mostly  proof-reading  and  indexing;  we  handle  the  laws. 

Q.  What  members  of  your  family  have  resided  with  you  since 
the  death  of  your  husband?  A.  My  mother  for  the  better  part  of 
the  time. 

Q.  Up  until  what  time?  A.  Until  1898.  when  she  died,  and 
my  sister  was  off  and  on  with  me. 

Q.  Which  sister  is  that?  A.  Mrs.  Ricketts  now;  was  Miss  Wind¬ 
ham  then. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  add  to  your  income  by  keeping  boarders  or 
roomers?  A.  Yes,  sir,  all  the  time  1  was  housekeeping  on  Corcoran 
Street  I  had  roomers,  and  on  Chapin  Street  I  had  roomers  all  the 
time. 

Q.  When  did  you  begin  to  take  roomers?  A.  When  1  moved 
to  Corcoran  Street. 

Q.  And  that  was  about  when?  A.  In  1891  ;  about  that  time. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  upon  Corcoran  Street?  A.  I  lived  on 
Corcoran  Street — I  think  I  moved  in  in  1891,  and  I  moved  out  in 
1901. 

Q.  Then  where  did  you  go?  A.  T  went  from  there  to  Chapin 
Street. 

Q,  'And  how  long  did  you  live  on  Chapin  Street,  about?  A. 

Chapin  Street  about  six  or  eight  months;  I  don’t  remember 

762  just  how  long. 

Q.  And  from  Chapin  Street  where  did  you  go?  A.  I  had 
quite  a  record  for  moving  just  about  then.  Then  I  moved  from  there 
to  14th  street. 

Q.  The  number,  please?  A.  1331  14th  Street. 

Q.  And  remained  there  about  how  long?  A.  Well,  as  near  as 
,  abo  t  a  year.  .\  nd  from  there  1  moved  to  Vermont 
Avenue,  and  stayed  there  about  six  months,  I  imagine,  or  a  year, 
or  something  like  that;  and  moved  around  quite  a  little  bit.  I 
could  not  get  suited  after  moving  out  of  my  own  house,  and  felt 
very  lonesome. 

Q.  Were  you  the  owner  of  the  house  on  Corcoran  Street?  A. 
Yes,  sir,  I  owned  my  house  on  Corcoran  Street. 

Q.  When  did  you  move  to  the  De  Soto?  A.  I  moved  on  14th 
street  first.  I  moved  back  on  14th  street  again  from  Vermont 
Avenue.  I  moved  from  Vermont  Avenue  to  10th  Street,  and  stayed 
only  a  little  while,  a  month  or  so,  and  was  not  suited  there,  and  T 

moved  then  on  14th  street,  and  remained  there  until  the  time _ T 

moved  there  in  1903.  I  can't  just  tell  vou  the  month,  and  stayed 
there  until  1905,  when  1  moved  to  the  De  Soto,  in  1905. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  you  moved  in  the  De  Soto  were  vou  keepimr 
boarders  and  roomers?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-t  Have  you  been  at  the  De  Soto  ever  since  you  first  went  in? 

,  I  ed  there  a  year  and  moved  back  in  the  same 
apartment  on  14th  street  again. 
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,  9-  ,An^  th«n'f  A-  s‘ayed  there  a  year  then  and  moved 
back  to  the  De  Soto  again. 

time-  I  ,1,^1-™  aboUt  That  year?  A  In  1907>  the 
tune,  1  think  1J0/,  as  near  its  1  can  remember. 

Soto  And  Sm(e  then?  A*  Since  then  1  have  remained  in  the  De 

Q.  ^  ou  have  a  suite  of  apartments  at  the  De  Soto?  A.  Yes  «ir 
hv®  rooms ;  one  of  the  best  apartments  at  the  De  Soto 

Avenue. here  18  th®  D®  8040  buildin2?  A*  1300  Massachusetts 

Q.  Northwest?  A.  Northwest. 

.9;  Ls  il  a  lar8«  apartment  house  building?  A.  Yes  sir  laree 
white  apartment  house  on  the  corner.  '  l&  S 

Q.  Cp  to  the  time  von  went  to  the  De  Soto  did  you  continue  to 

keep  boarders  and  roomers?  A.  Yes.  sir.  I  had  the  second  floor 
apartment  at  the  De  Soto.  *Hon  floor 

llmfl?'"'!  "if"  ,1|<1  vo"  ,rinkeT  lhP  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Fenton  J 
iuid  A.  It  vas  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  in  1802  or  ’3-  ?03  • 
somewhere  about  there.  ’ 

Q.  Where  were  you  living  then?  A.  On  Corcoran  Street 

™  yMarifi* . 6 . *  ■ 

Q.  Mhere  was  Rlanche  Shafer  living  at  that  tim.v  \ 
Opisisite  me  on  Corcoran  Street.  e  A- 

{■h  Slie  \\a'  a  voung  girl.  I  think  thpn?  \  \r«  •  .  i  • 

school,  I  think.  '  '  en-  A'  Aes>  Slr-  teaching 

Q.  And  living  with  her  mother?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Attei  Mi.  Hurd  took  vour  room  in  180*3  no 
jo  have  been,  how  long  did  he  kee|,  the  room?’  ‘  \  '  WclTTifV 
kept  the  room  from  the  fall  until  some  H.ne  during  the  s  nnner  f 
can  t  just  say  what  month  he  would  come  and  what  monthTe  would 

Q.  How  ?onstantlv  did  he  keen  a  room  « uh  t 

time  on.  say  until  1900  or  1901’  \  Well  1  can't  «  tJjat 

years,  but  very  frequentlv,  almost  even  vear  h?  ul  ,USt  what 
o.l«,  year;  for  ,1,. severe 

W-  And  then  was  he  awav  part  of  the  timp’  '  a  v  i 

he  didn^t  have  a  room  at  mV  house  any  time  during^he  vear? 

any  room' for  hilr  °ne  °r  vears  ,ha‘  1  didn’t  have 

Q'  Dnl  a  ou  continue  vour  acouamt'inpp  ,r,*iL  i  •  .  , 

time  when  he  was  not  at  Vour  house’  A  Yes  «-r  ^  dunn^  the 
see  me  regularly  e  *  Slr’  ab\ays  came  to 

Q-  "v  .f™,  f&'lC  'Vl'“  y“  street? 

,to  (S  '\as  kc  a  roomer  or  a  hoarder  there?  A  TT„  .  i  u- 
Street,  and  hadX  ^*2*  "" 
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Q.  That  is,  he  had  both,  room  and  board?  A.  Yes,  sir,  both  room 
and  board. 

Q.  And  when  you  went  upon  Vermont  Avenue  did  he  go  with 
you?  A.  A  short  while.  I  was  not  on  Vermont  Avenue  very 
long. 

Q.  And  when  you  went  to  14th  street?  A.  He  was  not  with  me 
on  10th  Street  but  visited  me  every  day. 

Q.  And  when  you  went  to  14th  street  was  he  with  you?  A. 
Yes,  sir,  he  came  with  me  when  I  moved  on — you  mean  the  first 
place  I  moved  on  14th? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  No,  sir.  he  was  not  with  me  then  that  1  can  remem¬ 
ber.  I  don’t  remember  whether  he  had  a  room  at  my  house  then 
or  not,  but  I  know  he  was  there  every  day. 

Q.  When  he  went  there  the  second  time  did  he  go  with  you?  A. 
The  second  time  he  came  there  with  me,  and  never  left  any  more, 
only  one  trip  to  Minnesota.  T  mean  that  he  came  right  back  to  my 
house  when  he  came  from  Minnesota. 

Q.  In  what  year  did  he  make  a  trip  to  Minnesota  of  which  you 
speak?  A.  1904;  the  fall  of  1904;  as  well  as  I  can  remember  it 
was  the  fall  of  1904. 

700  Q.  Before  leaving  you  on  that  trip  for  Minnesota,  in  the 
fall  of  1904.  when  was  it  that  he  had  last  come  to  you?  A. 
He  came  to  me  in  1903;  in  1903  went  from  my  house  to  Minnesota. 
1  can’t  sav  whether  he  went — let  me  see — he  came  to  my  house  in 
1903  and  stayed  all  that  winter,  and  didn’t  leave  my  house  at  all. 
as  well  as  T  can  remember,  until  the  fall  of  1904. 

Q.  Then,  after  his  trip  to  Minnesota,  did  he  return  to  your 

house?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  where  has  he  lived  from  that  time  until  he  left  Wash¬ 
ington  on  March  10th?  A.  With  me. 

Q  Had  both  board  and  room  with  you?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Did  Mr.  Hurd  at  any  time  during  his  stay  with  you  make 
any  visits  to  his  family?  A.  Yes.  sir.  He  visited— do  you  mean 

during  his  last  stay  with  me?  .  4  .. 

Q.  Yes.  sav  from  1903  to  the  present  time?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  WThat  visits,  if  any,  did  he  make  to  his  son?  A.  One  visit  to 

hlQS°Did  vou  accompany  him?  A.  Yes,  sir.  T  had  to  beg  him  to 
go.  It  was  through  my  persuasion  that  he  went  to  see  his  son,  hut 

he  didn’t  want  to  go.  _  .  .  . 

Q.  And  when  was  that,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  That  was  in 

767  1908,  as  well  as  I  can  remember;  the  summer  of  1908. 

Q.  VTiere  does  his  son  live?  A.  His  son  lives  at  V  hallons- 

burg.  Essex  Countv,  New  A  ork.  , 

Q  How  long  a  visit  did  he  make  to  his  son?  A.  I  can  t  remem¬ 
ber  just  how  many  days  he  stayed ;  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  about 

two  weeks;  two  and  a  half  or  two  weeks.  ,  , 

Q  And  that  was  the  onlv  visit  during  that  time  that  he  made  to 
his  son?  A.  I  think  that  is  the  only  visit  he  ever  made  to  his  son 
after  his  wife’s  death,  as  far  as  I  can  understand. 
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timed  ft  -  “  * 

self'  Fr°m  'Vh',m  d'd  yoU  learn  ,hat?  A-  Prom  -Mr.  Hurd  him- 
VeR  sir!''  P<*,V  ®ny  visits  to  his  Srandson,  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A. 

eaiVt  «iyWe"actly.?  AboUt  three‘  8S  wel1  as  1  can  remember;  I 

made^YTle'™!]’  MW-  Cr;"mr'  in  'vh«<  .'ears  those  visit  were 
e-  A.  He  made  one  visit  and  stopped  with  the  Porters-  T  can’t 

7fiK  "ay  "luit  •VearJ*  "as>  1  k'><>«'  heona  was  a  sTa  1  ehi”d 
m  Q-  Leona  Dr.  Hurd’s  child?  A.  Dr.  Hurd’s  child  Mr 
ter  Hurd  st°PPed  "lth  the  Porters  and  I  stopped  with  my  liauyh- 

ano.'hJr— Ywk  Chy?  A’  In  New  York  City,  and  he  made 

tin?e>TI7  JT,;;T  y0",  and  heaway  from  Washington  at  that 
or  th'ree  weekt  ro,MO,"1'pr  |uM  how  !'>"«•  I  usually  stayed  two 

Q.  And  during  that  visit,  while  he  was  staving  at  the  Porters— 
are  the  Porters  relatives  of  his?  A.  The  Poriers-Mrs.  Por"erTs  a 
i,i  sister  of  Mr.  Hurd’s,  and  Will  Porter  is  his  nephew  Thev 
lived  m  the  next  apartment  to  Lee  Hurd. 

Q.  1  hiring  that  visit  did  Mr.  Hurd  come  to  see  you?  A  Yc« 
su-;  even  dav.  It  was  had  weather,  too,  hut  he  carrie. 

<7,  Mow  tar  away  was  your  daughter’s  house  from  the  apartment 
where  he  stayed?  A.  Why.  about-, hey  lived  onWth  orTdth 
.something  along  there,  and  my  daughter  lived  at  94th.  as  well  } 
can  remember.  I  took  dinner  with  the  Porters. 

Q.  Aon  have  described  one  visit.  Was  there  other  visits  to  his 
grandson.  A  .  Aes,  sir.  In  the  summer  Mrs.  Croxton  and  Mr. 
Hurd  and  myself  went  up,  and  we  stayed  at  mv  daughter’s  and  he 
stayed  with  Ins  grandson.  * 

ion-  T  that’  Mrs-  Crmner?  A.  That  was  in  the  summer  of 

l.tOo  or  On.  Fenton  was  a  little  boy.  T  can’t  remember  the  exact 
vear. 

769  Q-  An<1  who  is  Fenton?  A.  Fenton  is  mv  grandson 

Q.  How  long  was  that  stay?  A.  That  stav  was  about  three 

weeks. 

Mr.  Ford:  Can  you  fix  the  year  of  that? 

Mr.  Birxey:  She  said  1905  or  *00  she  could  not  tell  which. 

Q.  And  on  that  occasion  where  did  Mr.  Hurd  stay?  A.  Mr 
Hurd  stayed  with  his  grandson,  and  we  stayed  with'  Jessie,  mv 
daughter .  and  lie  came  to  see  us  every  day. 

Q.  Were  you  visited  at  that  time  by  any  of  the  ladv  members  of 

Mr.  Hurds  family?  A.  Mrs.  Hurd  called;  several  times  came:  we 
all  went  out  together. 

Q.  And  by  “Mrs.  Hurd**  you  mean  Dr.  Lee  Hurd’s  wife?  A. 

Dr  Lee  Hurd’s  wife,  yes,  sir.  And  on  the  first  occasion  T  was  visited 
by  Mrs,  Fannie  Hurd,  and  i muted  over  to  Mr.  Porter's,  and  Mrs. 
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Fannie  Ilurd  is  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  s  wife,  and  they  went  down  there 
at  the  same  time. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  two  visits  to  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  in  New  York. 
Mas  there  another,  or  were  those  all?  A.  No,  there  was  another 
when  we  came  from  Whallonsburg. 

Q.  After  visiting  Mr.  Bvron  Hurd?  A.  After  visiting  Byron 
Hurd.  We  came  from  Whallonsburg,  and  Mr.  Lee  Hurd  met  us  at 
the  Grand  Central  station,  and  took  his  grandfather  to  his  hoiw. 
and  I  went  to  visit  my  daughter,  and  Mr.  Hurd  stayed  there.  1 
should  imagine,  a  week  or  two  weeks,  T  can’t  say  just  how  long,  and 
I  stayed  with  my  daughter,  and  we  both  came  home 

770  together. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  That  was  in  1908  when  I  visited 
Bvron  Hurd. 

Q.  Where  was  that  visit?  A.  That  visit  of  the  old  gentleman - 

Q.  No,  this  last  visit  to  the  grandson.  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A.  T  say 
the  old  gentleman  and  the  grandson  was  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

Q.  In  Greenwich,  Connecticut?  A.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  another 
visit,  but  I  can’t  say  what  year  that  was,  but  Lee  Hurd  came  to  my 
daughter’s  in  the  automobile  and  took  me  up  there.  I  stayed  about 
a  week  at  Lee  Hurd’s  on  that  occasion. 

Q.  At  Greenwich?  A.  I  stayed  at  Greenwich,  Lee  Hurd’s,  about 
a  week. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  year  that  was?  A.  As  near  as  I  can  re¬ 
member.  1907. 

Q.  And  were  you  at  that  time,  and  at  all  times,  on  friendly  terms 
with  the  ladies  of  the  household?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  with  you  upon  the  last  visit  to  Green¬ 
wich?  A.  The  last  visit — do  you  mean  when  I  came  from  Whal¬ 
lonsburg,  or  when  I  went  in  the  automobile?  When  T  went  in  the 
automobile  was  before  T  went  to  Whallonsburg. 

Q.  Was  he  with  you  on  that  occasion?  A.  He  was  already  up 
there.  He  bad  gone  up  there.  That  is  the  trip  that  we  took  around 
by  water  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.  Lee  Hurd  and  his 

771  father  met  Mr.  Hurd  at  the  wharf  and  took  them  in  the  auto¬ 
mobile  to  Greenwich.  He  was  up  there  and  stayed  there 

while  T  stayed  at  my  daughter’s. 

Q.  Well,  were  you  either  at  Greenwich  or  New  York  on  all 

these  trips  that  you  have  mentioned — T  think  there  were  four.  A. 

Always,  yes,  sir.  He  went  with  me. 

Q.  And  in  leaving  Washington  to  go  there  were  you  in  com¬ 
pany?  A.  We  always  went  together,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  alluded  to  a  trip  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith.  When 
was  that,  and  how  did  von  go  to  New  York?  A.  That  was,  as  I  say, 
I  think  in  1907.  We  started  from  here  ;  took  the  boat  and  went  to 
Norfolk,  and  stayed  over  there  one  day,  and  then  took  the  boat 
from  there  to  New  York.  They  met  Air.  Hurd  at  the  boat  with  the 

automobile.  My  daughter  met  us.  .  .  .  __ 

Q.  Were  you  in  Greenwich  both  times  of  his  visits  there?  A.  No, 
sir.  I  never  visited  Green wich  but  once,  that  I  can  recall  now. 
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Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  were  you  sometimes  absent  from  Wash¬ 
ington  when  Mr.  Hurd  did  not  go?  A  Twice 

I  thint,ldn°r  h°"'i l0nS  U  P7iod  ea(h  time-  ab™t?  A.  Two  weeks, 
other  °  W6ek  °r  ,en  days  at  one  ti,ne>  and  two  weeks  on  the 

And  when  you  were  away  where  did  he  stay?  A.  At  my  sis- 

772  4 V  «  North 

Q.  She  is  the  lady  who  has  testified  in  this  case?  A. 

X  68,  sir. 

riage?^  A.  Ye'^ir ^  ^  Hurd  ever  ",ake  you  a  Pr,lPosal  of  mar- 

Q.  M  hen  was  it  that  he  first  approached  you  in  this  way?  A 
As  near  as  I  can  remember,  1903. 

Q.  1903?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Win  -''O';  p'eaf:e  “ta*e  what  arrangement,  if  any,  was  made  be- 
»een  ton-  whether  you  accepted  Ins  proposals  or  not  at  that  time’ 

IQtvi  Slr'  "e  'rVere  ens,‘'"ed  to  ,lp  married.  Mr.  Hurd  and  I  in 
1903,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  And  when  did  his  attentions  begin  to  be  marked? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  Why  he  always  seemed  very  fond  of  me  from  before  I  left 

^r1"  ,  'rePt  V  he  "  f  ve.rv  fond  of  me  and  paid  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  me  from  that  time  on. 

.  P'  1  show  you  no'v  a  paper.  Mrs.  Cramer,  being  contract  of  pur- 

Whn  ,  h  !TP  - for  ‘,lep0slt  monev>  and  ask  you  if  you  know  in 
«ho>e  handwriting  the  signature  “F.  .1.  Hurd”  is?  A.  Yes.  sir 
that  is  Mr.  Hurd  s  handwriting. 

Q.  That  seems  to  he  a  receipt  for  a  deposit  on  account  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  house  on  I  niversitv  Place,  Northwest.  Now.  please  say 
77o  '  .you  know  of  that,  and  why — what  reason,  if  anv,  Mi¬ 

ll.-!  Hurd  gave  you  for  wanting  to  buy  that  property.  A.*  Well 

Hurd  lo'V  d0  To1'"  u  1904-  May,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  Mr.’ 
lord  looked  at  this  house  and  made  a  deposit  on  it  for  me  for  us 
to  live  in  after  we  were  married. 

Q.  Were  you  then  engaged  to  he  married?  A.  Yes  sir  He  said 
.thM  wasto  he  our  home,  if  T  liked  it.  and  asked  me’to  go  up  3 

look  arS/houS9  A-  YW'  ^  Mr?-  Pmi,h  and  1  Wen*  * 

Q  ^^rs-  ^mith.  the  lady  who  testified  here9  A  TIia  lnrKr 

,eS^r'l  Mr,S'Ti,h’-  '.v'fc.  She  and  1  went  up  twice  to  look  at  it 
and  didn  t  think  it  suited,  and  was  not  pleased  with  the  hou«e  and 

'a'ked  ‘Iyer  with  Mr  Hurd,  and  he  said  very  well,  then  if  T 
didn  t  think  it  would  make  a  good  home  for  us  that  he  would  give  me 
the  money,  and  1  could,  if  1  wished,  buy  that  house  or  anv  h«u™e 
oi  keep  the  money,  in  a  few  days  after  we  looked  at  this  house. 

Q.  And  then  what  did  he  do — did  he  give  you  anv  mnnov  tt-i^t  9 
A.  He  gave  me  $6,000  then,  in  a  few  dais  after  that,' yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  with  you  during  that  summer?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Until  the  fall?  A.  Yes,  sir,  all  that  summer. 

774  Q.  And  when  did  he  go  away?  A.  He  went  away  some 
time  in  the  fall  of  1904. 

Q.  He  went  then  to  Minnesota,  I  think  you  stated?  A.  To  Min¬ 
nesota,  yes,  sir. 

Q-r  And  while  he  was  away  did  you  receive  any  letters  from  him? 
A.  Yes,  sir,  we  corresponded. 

Q.  Id  the  spring,  at  the  time  of  the  proposed  purchase  of  this 
house,  had  any  time  been  fixed  for  your  wedding?  A.  No,  sir,  no 
time. 

Q.  Had  there  before  he  went  away?  A.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Birney  :  I  now  offer  in  evidence  the  contract  of  purchase 
referred  to. 

(The  paper  referred  to  is  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For  Identifi¬ 
cation  J.  A.  L.  No.  1,”  and  copied  into  the  record,  as  follows:) 

frH.  R.  Howenstein  Co., 

Real  Estate,  Loans,  and  Insurance. 

No.  1314  F  Street  N.  W.  Phone,  Main  799. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  21,  1904. 

Received  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  a  deposit  of  Twenty  dollars  ($20.) 

to  he  applied  as  part  payment  of  the  purchase  of - lot - ,  in 

square  - ,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  known  as  No. 

775  2560  University  Place  N.  W.  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia,  at  the  price  of  Fifty-five  Hundred  dollars  ($5500.) 

on  the  following  terms  to  wit:  all  in  cash  (of  which  amount  the 
above  deposit  has  been  paid). 

Taxes,  interest,  rents  and  insurance  to  be  computed  and  settled 
to  date  of  transfer.  Title  to  prove  good  or  no  sale,  and  the  de¬ 
posit  refunded.  All  conveyancing  and  revenue  stamps  at  pur¬ 
chaser’s  cost.  Full  settlement  in  accordance  with  the  above-named 
terms  must  be  made  within  thirty  days  from  this  date  or  deposit 
forfeited ;  such  forfeiture,  however,  not  to  relieve  purchaser  of  the 
responsibility  to  complv  with  terms  of  sale.  Signed  in — 

H.  R.  HOWENSTEIN  CO., 

By  H.  R.  HOWENSTEIN,  [seal.] 

Prpsto d  prt  i 

F.  J.  HURD,  Purchaser,  [seal.] 
-  - ,  Agent. 

E.  CATESBY  ROWZEE,  Witness. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Now  look  at  the  letter  I  show  you,  and  the  envelope  and  state 
if  you  received  that  letter  from  Mr.  Hurd,  and  whether  it  is  in  his 
handwriting,  handing  you  a  letter  and  envelope  which  have  been 
marked  for  identification  at  the  examination  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  as 
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A”s  I2' 10,0  A-  v~'  *. «- 1.  •  i.ue- 

7 76  a"  qysf “ ,h*  *n,el°'* »  "■ » <*»- 

Q.  And  is  the  superscription  in  his  handwriting?  A.  Yes  sir 
,M.r/  BntNEv:  I  now  oifer  in  evidence  the  letter  and  envelope  and 

j  pSS  sztef  “  i‘w  . . -  "» »"»»»'■  i« 

iwrssisys*  str 

with  copied  into  record,  as  follows:)  P  •  ’  d  1  e‘ 

“St-  Charles,  Dec.  2,  1904. 

-My  Dear  Pet  Girl:  Yours  rec’d  and  am  pleased  with  the  state 
-'.ent  you  make  for  1  think  you  and  I  arc  calculated  to  be  hamt 
"ith  each  other  you  have  received  ere  this  my  lone  letter  m  ikine 
proposittons  as  I  thought  you  seamed  so  uuLppv  in  ou  ot I  ce 
I  >hal  hear  from  you  about  before  I  leave  imH  i  ,mfli  ^  Ir !ce 
side  that  you  will  be  as  happy  with  lour  ho  v  i  ,'  e' 

soTTf  °ther  clmP  ,llat  yo«  half  know  don't  von  think 

;.iow  Iai®th“filTof  g0t  “  ,ittle 

ne'  [leXlfM°"lky  th,e  5tJl  !,ud  if  nothing  happh^w  11 ^fcfin Twfd 
nesday  tl  on  time  about  ten  or  eleven  \  M  ed' 

With  Love  From  Your 

(Envelope:)  “Mrs.  L.  K.  Cramer  FENTO.” 

1315  14th  St.  N.  W., 

Washington,  D.  C.” 

7  <  7  By  Mr.  Birney  : 

Q.  Ihis  letter  Mrs.  Cramer,  refers  to  a  lorn-  letter  m-ikino  „r„ 
positions,  to  use  the  language.  Have  you  that  long  letter’  V  \o 
Kir.  I  haven  t  anything  of  that  kind.  '  ’ 

().  Do  you  know  what  became  of  it’  \  win-  I  ,i 
1  guess;  I  didn't  know  I  had  that  one.  '  '  '  ,hem 

l.  id  you  know  you  had  this  one  at  the  time  von  filed  vonr  m 
swer  m  this  case?  A.  No,  sir,  I  didn’t.  *  an’ 

Q,  You  found  it  afterwards?  A.  Ya<  <ir  it  , 

amongst  some  of  my  papers  1  was  looking  over  di  n 4  1- 
a  general  thing,  any  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  letters^  '  d  k  1  ’  a“ 

A.  Yes  sir.  Search  for  thl"  let,er  «»  my  request? 

Q-  And  have  you  been  able  to  find  it?  A  \’o  *ir  I  „  , 

found  any,  only  those  that  I  gave  vou.  ‘  ’  ’  ha'e  not 

I  ?hin^  soy,°yes,akJra  ^  a"d  dili^nt  ■“«*  it?  A.  Well, 

letter  A  \\virVta'f  n 10  ProP°sitions  referred  to  in  that  previous 
letter.  A.  Well,  two  letters  he  wrote  me,  I  remember,  spokl  of  om 
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marrying— getting  married  and  going  south  when  lie  came 
"n  hon,e  “I  would  mam-  him  when  lie  came  hack,  and  that 
we  would  go  south,  and  that  my  son  would  remain  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  My  daughter  was  then  married,  and  my  son  was  the  only 
other  member  of  my  family,  lie  suggested  that  we  go  south  and 
me  for  a  year  or  the  winter,  and  my  son  stay  in  Washington  and  go 
to  school,  or  whatever  I  thought  fit;  and  that  1  should  get  out  of 
office  and  resign,  and,  well  I  can’t  just  remember  any  more. 

q.  1  hat  was  about  the  substance  of  it?  A.  Yes.  I  can  remember 
ot  course,  if  I  had  the  letter  here. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  copies  of  your  own  letters  to  him?  A  1 
don  t  remember,  Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  Well,  when  did  he  return,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  He  came  back 
in  December. 

Q.  1904?  A.  1904. 

O.  And  you  didn’t  marry  him?  A.  No,  sir.  The  marriage  was 
broken  oil  after  Christmas;  the  early  part  of  1905.  He  seemed 

.  H,"  *lat  1'ea“jns  d'd  -"r-  Hind  give,  if  any,  for  breaking  it  off? 
A.  He  was  afraid  to  marry  on  account  of  his  son  Byron  We  talked 
it  over  At  one  time  lie  would  seem  ns  if  he  was  not  afraid  and 
at  another  time  be  would  seem  as  if  be  was  afraid 

•  .1  Q',  ,'Vl'iat  sid  he  he  "as  afraid  of?  A.  Afraid  that  he  would 
snoot  both  of  us  or  kill  us  in  some  wav. 

— o  rfhDid  he*iy  why  that  W0llld  be  d°ne?  A.  Because  be 

didn  t  want  him  to  marry  any  woman.  He  didn’t  want 

any  woman  to  take  his  mother’s  place,  and  be  thought  if 
be  went  south— -then  be  talked  it  over  again;  be  thought  if  we  went 
south  perhaps  that  would  be  safer,  but  be  again  seemed  to  be  afraid 
to  even  do  that.  I  consented,  and  he  was  afraid  to  go  south-  be 
was  afraid  Ins  son  Byron  would  follow  him  and  shoot  us. 

Q.  When  the  marriage  was  given  up  was  there  anv  understanding 
between  you?  A.  Yes.  & 

Q.  Or  agreement  between  you  as  to  what  should  be  vour  relations 
thereafter?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

t  Q  mT6  St,ate  wh,]‘  Hurd  A.  Mr.  Hurd  asked  me  if 

I  would  keep  lum  and  make  a  good  home  for  him  and  take  care  of 

him,  and  pease  him,  and  wait  on  him  in  his  old  days-  that  if  T 
would  do  that  he  would  provide  for  me  the  same  as  he  would 
have  done  bad  we  married. 

().  And  was  that  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  of  the  engagement? 

"V  Slr'  e  s'ri,ke  of  '*  °^en-  Hut  when  he  said  that  he  was 
afraid  to  marry,  and  he  was  afraid  his  son  would  kill  both  he  and  1 

he  asked  me  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  me  to  do  that,  and  I  said  well 
1  didn’t  wish  to  be  killed.  ’ 

Q.  Did  he  at  that  time  tell  you  anything  of  anv  threat  made  bv 
nis  son:  A.  Yes,  sir. 

7oa  Af!:’-ii"u-  it?  A'  He  lold.,rie  that  his  son  had  threat- 

,l  ^  ened  *°  blrn  on  two  occasions  when  be  was  "oing  to 
marry, ,  and  he  believed  he  would  do  it;  that  his  son  always 
objected  to  him  making  a  home  for  himself  and  being  hapDv  '  • 

40 — 2483a 
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Q.  Did  he  tell  you  who  the  other  women  were?  A.  Yes  sir. 
Hattie  Smith  in  Minnesota,  and  Margaret  Smith  in  Washington! 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  what  threats  his  son  Byron  had  made  on 
the  occasion  of  his  wanting  to  marry  the  other  women? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  Yes,  sir,  often. 

Q.  What  did  he  say?  A.  He  said  that  Byron  Hurd  had  threat¬ 
ened  to  shoot  him,  and  at  one  time  displayed  a  revolver,  and  told 
him  that  he  would  blow’  his  head  off  if  he  attempted  to  murrv  anv 
other  woman,  and  used  quite  strong  language. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  after  that  time  what  were  your  relations 
with  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  From  that  time  on  as  a  daughter  to  a  father, 
and  a  father  to  a  daughter,  or  any  kind  woman  to  a  man  of  his  age. 

Q  The  contract  of  engagement  was  not  again  renewed?  A.  No 
sir;  he  often  spoke  of  how  much  he  would  have  liked  to  have  gotten 
married  and  made  a  home  for  himself,  but  he  thought  it  would 
he  extremely  dangerous  for  both  of  us,  and  the  more  he  thought  of 
it  the  more  it  seemed  to  wrorry  him. 

^  Q*  what  extent  did  you  from  that  time  on  devote 

<81  yourself  to  him?  A.  I  gave  him  every  attention  that  one 
could  possibly  give  a  man  in  their  own  apartment. 

Q.  And  what  attention  did  he  show  you?  A.  He  was  ahvavs 
most  kind  and  thoughtful  of  me  in  every  wav. 

Q-  Was  Mr.  Ilirrd  a  man  to  go  out  at  nights?  A.  Not  very  often. 
Q.  And  to  wrhat  extent  did  you  yield  to  his  desires  in  that  particu¬ 
lar?  A.  I  never  went  out  unless  he — that  it  was  positively  neces¬ 
sary,  to  a  dress-maker,  or  something  of  that  kind,  unless*  he  was 
willing  for  me  to  go.  If  he  asked  me  to  stay  at  home  with  him 
I  always  stayed  home,  and  would  forego  anv  pleasure,  localise  I 
didn’t  want  to  leave  him  alone,  and  he  didn’t  wish  to  have  me  leave 
him  alone  on  a  great  many  occasions. 

Q.  During  what  period  of  time  did  that  continue.  Mrs.  Cramer? 
A.  All  the  time  that  Air.  Hurd  was  with  me:  I  went  out  with  Mr 
Hurd  on  several  occasions  in  the  evenings. 

Q.  A  es,  I  was  about  to  ask, you.  Did  you  go  to  the  theater  with 
him?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  to  what  other  places?  A.  I  went  to  the  theater  with  Mr. 
Hurd,  car-riding,  and  to  dinner  several  times. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  you  know  the  extent  of  Mr.  Hurd’s 
782  means?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  ever  say  about  it?  A.  Well,  he 
always  said  he  had  full  and  plenty  to  last  him  as  long  as  he  lived, 
and  for  those  who  wrere  left  behind. 

Q.  And  beyond  that  do  you  know  anything  of  his  estate?  A 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  spoken  of  a  gift  of  $0,000  in  April,  1004.  When 
next  did  Mr.  Hurd  give  you  any*  considerable  sum  of  money,  if 
you  remember?  A.  The  next  T  remember  is  the  note.  He  gave 
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me  a  note  in  the  spring  of  1906.  He  gave  me  a  note  for  $10,000. 
He  gave  me  a  note  for  $10,000  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ross. 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to. 

A.  (Continuing:)  A  letter  to  Mr.  Lee  Hurd  and  a  letter  to  me, 
telling  why  he  gave  me  that  $10,000. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  object  to  that  on  the  ground  that  it  is  incompetent, 
irrelevant  and  immaterial,  and  further  as  detailing  mattere  about 
which  the  witness  can’t  have  any  positive  knowledge. 

().  Have  you  that  note?  A.  1  gave  Mr.  Hurd  the  note. 

Q-  Afterward?  A.  Afterward.  He  gave  me  $6,000  on  the  note. 

Q-  Look  at  the  paper  I  now  show  you  and  say  in  whose  hand¬ 
writing  it  is.  A.  Mine. 

Q-  All  of  it,  together  with  your  signature?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  the  circumstances  under  which  this  paper 
was  given?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  asked  me  to  write  him  that  note, 
lie  dictated  it  and  asked  me  to  write  it  just  as  he  wished  it  written, 
in  case  something  should  happen  to  him  and  the  note  would  not  be 
paid. 

Q.  This  receipt- - 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  not  a  correct  statement  of  the 
contents  of  the  instrument. 

Q.  (Continuing:)  Well,  you  are  pretty  quick  about  objecting 
1)0 fore  1  had  completed  my  question,  Mr.  Ford.  This  receipt  or 
statement  which  you  have  identified  has  the  words  “ten  thousand” 
on  the  second  line  lined  out,  and  the  words  “four  thousand”  written 
in  above.  And  in  the  same  line  the  figures  “$10,000”  have  writ¬ 
ten  over  them  the  figure  “4.”  Will  you  please  state  how  that  came 
about?  A.  Well,  in  March  he  gave  me  the  note.  In  April — 1 
can  t  say  just  when  exactly — he  paid  me  $6,000  on  that  note,  and 
changed  the  letters  to  Mr.  Ross  and  to  Lee  Hurd  on  the  receipt,  to 

Q.  Mho  made  the  change?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  suggested  to  me  to 
make  the  change,  and  1  made  them  right  in  front  of  him. 

Q.  In  his  presence?  A.  In  his  presence. 

Mr.  Birney:  I  offer  the  paper  in  evidence  and  ask  that  the  same 
be  copied  into  the  record,  the  original  to  be  produced  at  the  hear¬ 
ing. 

(  1  lie  paper  referred  to  is  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For 
<84  identification  .T.  A.  L.  No.  4,”  and  copied  into  the  record 
herewith,  as  follows:) 
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•  '  “Washington,  D.  C.,  April  2",  1906. 

four 

thousand’  7  HlKD:  Yo'"'  note  ,hat  1  hoId  against  you  for  [Ten 

thousand |*  dollars  (.$10,000)  dated  April  2"  1906,  due  . . .  year 

I  « ill  now  make  the  following  agreement  with  you  that  if  you  are 

still  alive  when  the  note  lieeon.es  .hie  and  |  if  you  arel*  not  ready 
to  pay  it  1  will  extend  it  yearly  until  you  are  in  a  position  to  pay  it, 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER.” 

By  Mr.  Birxey  . 

PleL\^L.,,a.Ve.r‘,p°ke"  "f  Mr\  ,,unl  "ritin«  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ross. 

hv  Mr  -  ie  |>aper  l.'n"'.sl,0"'n  •V0U>  being  the  same  identified 

if  ,i.  -  i  "s  cxm . .  defendants’  Exhibit  D.  and  sav 

if  that  is  the  paper  you  refer  to?  A.  Yes.  sir  y 

jnQ.  In  whose  handwriting  is  it?  A.  Mr.  Hurd’s  own  handwrit- 
Q-  And  is  this  envelope  the  envelope  which  contained  it?  A. 

I  SI  I*, 

handwriting**  ,mnd"'ritin«  is  th<“  superscription?  A.  Mr.  Ilurd’s 

an[L,I"i'l'|'S,v<"i<r  'he  'V"rd  “fo,,r"  I’feccding  “thousand  dollars” 
appeals  to  have  been  written  over  something  else  previously  taken 

70-  ""  .  \?!}  explain  that?  A.  You  mean  “four”? 

Y f s‘  was  111  there  before  the  word  “four”  was 

O  \V  ,U  ,  A-  1  dT’(  krv-  T,,at  is  in  lds  handwriting. 

>■  (  II.  Mm  have  spoken  of  a  change  made  in  the  letter  to  Mr 

th^r.  ch^'^'Wfcr  !o?  ",ml  "le  ,ime  “f  ,he  $6-000'  ‘ 

Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

the'  writinc'of  ajfd  Wt  "  'f  •VOH.  1  'houRht  you  meant  in 

1  ,f  "•  «hy.  ho  paid  me  $6,000  on  the  note  then 

ing'tha  16  6"lT  an<1  n,V  !'0<'ei|>l  10  "hair  thousand  dollars”  sav- 

i.is  e'ta  0  u,.  'hc  J:aL'n6  \  T  "''len  he  hnd  nmn^  anting  in  to 
« t  felt  ht  could  spare,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

dence'  md’Tke.Ho6!  ^ le,,er  T'  e"VeI1ope  ilr‘'  "°'v  offered  in  evi- 
produ^d  le,1hearb;,,read  "P°"  "IC  reCOrd’  ,he  .0  be 

mg  to  jx„,JSta«r!v^  ,hat  ,here  is  noth- 

rni,.  '!ciTKlt  T!  !’ot-  "  p  admit  it  was  not  mailed 

“For  idemlKrrt'r  'tsi  ^dr6” ed  >  ',,,e  Exrrer 

"ith  CO, lied  into  the  record,  as  follows;)  ’  r“pee,Ive,-r>  «nd  here- 
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‘‘Washington,  Apr.  2,  1904. 

My  F  riknd  Ross:  The  money  that  I  Borrowed  of  Mrs.  Cramer 
four  thousand  dollars  that  She  holds  my  note  for  in  case  I  die  be¬ 
fore  the  note  becomes  due  I  wish  you  would  pay  her  out 
786  of  the  first  money  you  can  collect  of  my  estate  she  may 
nead  it  before  my  estate  is  settled 
Truly  vours, 

F.  J.  IIURD.” 

(Envelope:)  “Mr.  W.  M.  Ross, 

St.  Charles, 

Minn.” 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q-  Look  at  (lie  letter  now  shown  you  and  see  if  that  is  the  one 
to  which  you  have  referred  as  being  addressed  to  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  at 
that  time?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  And  the  envelope?  A.  Yes.  sir,  the  envelope  is  Mr.  Hurd’s 
handwriting. 

Q.  And  the  letter  in  his  handwriting?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Throughout?  A.  Throughout. 

Q.  And  is  the  change  which  is  found  there  in  the  word  “four” 
to  which  you  have  referred,  also  in  his  handwriting?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  these  letters  happen  to  be  in  your  possession.  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  He  gave  them  to  me  himself. 

Q  And  what  did  he  tell  you  to  do  with  them?  A.  Told  me  to 
keep  them:  in  case  anything  happened  to  him  before  the  money  was 
paid  T  could  get  it  at  his  death. 

Q-  You  have  s[>oken,  also,  of  a  letter  written  to  you 
<8,  at  that  time.  Look  at  the  paper  now  shown  you,  being  the 
paper  identified  hv  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  in  his  examination, 
and  marked  Defendants  Exhibit  B.  and  say  if  that  is  the  letter  to 
which  you  referred?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tn  whose  handwriting  is  that  document?  A.  That  is  in  Mr. 
Hurd’s  handwriting. 

Q.  Mr.  Fenton  .T.  Hurd?  A.  Yes.  sir,  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd’s 
handwriting:  his  own  signature. 

Mr.  Birney  :  I  offer  in  evidence  the  two  letters  last  referred  to. 

(The  letter  referred  to  addressed  to  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  and  the 
envelope  containing  the  same.  a<  well  as  the  last  letter  referred  to, 
dated  March  26th,  1906,  are  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For  identi¬ 
fication  .T.  A.  L.  Nos.  8  and  9”,  respectively,  and  herewith  copied 
into  the  record  by  the  Examiner:) 

“Washington,  Apr.  2,  1906. 

Dear  Lee:  The  money  that  I  borrowed  of  Mrs.  Cramer  four 
thousand  dollars  that  she  holds  my  note  for,  in  Case  I  die  before  the 
note  becomes  due  1  wish  you  would  pay  her  out  of  the  first  money 

you  can  collect  of  my  estate  she  may  nead  it  before  my  estate 
is  settled. 

.  Truly  yours 

(Envelope:)  “Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd, 

200  West  86th  St., 

N.  Y.” 


F.  J.  HURD.” 
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788  “Washington,  1).  C.,  March  2 lith,  1906. 

M.v  I>ear  Friend  Mrs.  Cramer:  You  may  think  it  strange  that 

wit  1 1  nix*  ir>w»1  >/>.>  t  .  . i  _  .  •  •  < 


.  . . . .  *  a”,  .iittj  Ilnur,,  ii  Minnie  Uiai 

l  Witli  in y  good  health  and  vigeions  constitution  have  never  mar¬ 
ried  again  and  no  doubt  yon  have  heard  me  say  that  there  is  no 
real  happy  life  onlev  in  a  married  life  now  I  will  tell  vou  whv  I 
never  have  nor  never  will  marry  Fauna  my  Son  s  wife  told  me 
erself  that  Byron  Said  that  no  woman  Should  ever  take  his 
mothers  place  and  she  Said  that  he  swore  bv  all  that  is  great  and 
goot  and  as  true -as  there  is  a  C rod  in  Heaven  that  if  I  got  married 
tliat  he  would  Shoot  and  kill  both  of  us  So  you  see  if  I  should 
marry  that  there  be  no  happyness  in  it  for  I  shoud  always  be  in 
ear  that  any  day  he  might  appear  and  carrv  out  his  threats  and 
fauna  Said  that  with  his  mahsious  disposition  she  had  no  doubt 
but  that  lie  would  do  it.  So  I  have  drawn  up  a  note  of  Ten  Thou¬ 
sand  dollars  which  I  think  is  «  Small  compensation  enough  for 
the  happyness  you  have  and  are  giving  me  and  1  think  Mr  Ros* 
who  is  to  settle  my  estate  will  pay  the  note  out  of  the  first  monev 
collected  out  of  my  estate  for  it  is  my  wish  that  he  should  do  so 
and  it  would  be  foolinsh  for  them  to  litigate  the  note  for  when 
all  the  circumstanses  are  explained  there  is  not  a  Judge  or  a  Court 
in  the  l  lilted  States  but  what  would  give  you  a  Judgment  for 
the  value  of  the  note  and  they  would  have  to  pay  the  Cost 

Trul v  vours 
•  • 

v,  i>  F  J-  HURD.” 

By  Mr.  Birney : 


'89 


time. 


(}.  How  does  that  letter  happen  to  be  in  your  possession9 
A.  lie  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  At  the  same  time  with  the  others?  A.  At  the  same 


<1.  Hid  Mr.  Hurd  give  you  any  reason  for  asking  vou  to  keen 
these  letters.  A.  Acs.  sir,  lie  said  that  in  ease  anvtiiing  should 
hani-en  to  him  or  Ins  death  that  lie  wanted  them  to'pav  it  to  me 

and  that  is  why  he  gave  me  those  letters  to  keep,  in  case  anvthino 
happened  to  him. 

q.  Now.  you  have  said  that  he  paid  you  *8.000  on  account  of  that 
promissory  note.  leaving  thus  *1.000  of  principal  unpaid.  When 

r  ii'T 'illl  'o  lil,V  •Vou  ll,at  *4-<>00?  A.  lie  paid  that  *4.000  in  the 
tall  ot  1901).  December,  as  far  as  I  can  remember. 

then  wllat  was  (,one  wit,)  t,je  note?  A.  Gave  it  back  to 

Mr.  IJurd. 

H.  And  have  you  seen  it  since  that  time?  A.  No.  sir.  I  have  not. 
q.  Do  you  recall  when  Mr.  Hurd  made  vou  the  next  gift  Mrs 
Cramer?  A.  After  the  1906?  '  g ’  ‘ 

Q.  Yes.  A.  In  1909;  1909.  Mr.  Birnev,  I  think. 

q.  \\  hen  was  vour  daughter  married  the  second  time’  \  Mv 
daughter  was  married  in  1908.  - 

Q  Now.  about  that  time  did  Mr.  Hurd  make  vou  another  gift? 
A.  I  can  t  recall  it  now.  ' 

-on  ?'  A  draft  .I]a?  h>eprl  shown  in  evidence  here,  tearing  vour 
<90  endorsement,  if  T  remember  right,  for  *5.000.  dated  Septem- 

•  u.  u  riJ  ‘  j  7^8'  ,4'  77  the  draft  was  in  mv  signature  it 

might  be,  but  I  don’t  recall  it.  s  lure  11 
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Mr.  Ford:  I  think  she  has  an  admission  in  her  answer  as  to  that. 

* 

Q.  In  your  answer  you  say,  speaking  of  these  various  gifts,  that 

von  have  no  memorandum  which  would  show  the  dates  and  amounts 
%/ 

of  the  said  gifts  of  money  to  you,  but  you  believe  them  to  be  as 
follows:  May,  1904,  $0,000;  April,  1906,  $0,000;  September,  1908, 
$5,000.  A.  Well.  I  had  mv  book  at  that  time,  and  that  is  the  only 
way  1  have  to - 

(J.  Well,  I  will  ask  you  now  whether  you  remember  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  giving  of  the  $5,000  in  September,  1908?  A.  I  can't 
recall  it  now,  Mr.  Birnev,  of  him  giving  it  to  me. 

Q.  Have  you  any  memorandum  at  all  of  the  gifts  made  you  by 

Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No,  sir.  only  my  bank  account.  1  have  no  memo- 

randum  at  all,  Mr.  Birnev,  to  refer  to.  Mv  bank  account - 

Q.  And  did  you  have  any  memorandum  at  the  time  you  made 
up  your  answer?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  information  had  you  then  from  which  to  make  up  the 
statement  of  what  you  had  received  from  Mr.  Hurd??  A.  From 
my  bank  book. 

Q.  That  is,  you  mean  your  bank  book  with  the  Washington 

791  Loan  &  Trust  Company?  A.  Yes.  sir,  mv  bank  book  with 
the  Washington  Loan  tfc  Trust  Company. 

Q.  And  how  w.as  it  that  you  reached  the  sum  of  $*27,000  as  having 

been  given  you?  A.  Mr.  Ilurd  and  I  had  often  spoke  of  it,  and  he 

always  said  that  he  had  given  me  l>etween  twenty-five  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  and  we  had  talked  it  over  several  times,  on  various 
occasions,  and  I  thought  it  must  be  about  that  much.  I  gave  no 
particular  attention  to  it. 

Q.  You  had  no  account  book  other  than  your  bank  deposit  book? 
A.  No,  sir.  I  kept  my  money,  all  of  that  that  he  gave  me.  his  money 
and  mine,  were  put  right  together. 

(J.  That  is,  by  “his”  you  mean  the  money  he  gave  you?  A.  The 
money  he  gave  me  and  my  own  money  I  put  together.  \  didn’t 
keep  any  separate  bank  account  at  all. 

(j.  Now,  when  did  Mr.  Hurd  make  you  another  gift?  A.  In 
1909.  I  remember  that. 

Q.  And  about  what  time  was  that?  A.  In  May,  1909. 

Q.  Ilow  much  was  that?  A.  $10,000. 

Q.  At  that  time  what  did  he  say  about  it,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  He 
said  that  he  was  giving  it  to  me  as  a  birthday  present. 

Q.  When  is  your  birthday  anniversary?  A.  The  second  of  May. 
Q.  And  what  did  he  say  about  it?  A.  He  said  he  wanted  to  give 
me  that  as  a  birthday  present  ;  and  he  had  told  me  long  before 

792  May  that  he  would  give  it  to  me  and  he  did  give  it  to  me. 
T  don’t  remember  the  exact  date,  but  in  just  around  my 

birthday. 

Q.  Do  you  know  just  how  much  Mr.  TTurd  gave  you  in  all? 
A.  No,  sir.  T  haven’t  any  idea. 

Q.  During  your  friendship  with  Mr.  Hurd  did  you  ever  loan 
him  any  money?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much?  A.  $500  at  one  time.  T  have  loaned  him  smaller 
amounts,  but  the  most  T  ever  loaned  him  was  $500. 
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MrQIIurdkaf  hf  e  vhe°k  '  s1",'"  yo','’  l,einS  ‘he  same  shown  lo 

and  -  if  ..."  e-'ammation  and  marked  Defendant’s  Exhibit  C, 
j\a  it  tliat  the  check  which  you  gave  to  Mr.  Hurd?  \.  Yes 

sir*  y 

wn%nw"d  *h«  >'1--;"  the  back  of  it,  i,  tl.at  in  Ids  hand- 

t  ng .  A.  l  es,  sir,  Mr.  Hurd’s  handwriting. 

theMrec<ISSEY :  Th*  CheCk  *  °ffercd  evifIence.  *>  he  copied  into 
(  i;he  j  l'eck  refv.-ro.l  to  is  marked  by  the  Examiner.  ‘For  identi- 
follows:)  '  L'  *  10-  ls  l,e,e"ltl1  into  the  record,  as 

“Washington.  I).  C„  >3,  1904  \()  __ 

The  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Company 

1  ‘°  the ,"^der  of  r.  J.  Hurd  ($500.0(1)  Five  hundred  Dollars 

and  charged  the  same  to  the  account  of  hook  No.  _ 

(Stamped:)  Paid  Jun.  23,  1904.  LA™A  R*  CRAMEI<- 
(Endorsed:)  F.  J.  Hurd. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

,sw  9;  ,l,"t  -r,ey  err  retuilie'1  you?.  ,\.  $350  was. 

...i  r  9  A|  le,V  'Is'  (ri!,m'r?  A.  In  the  latter  part  of  February 
"r  ’i|e  hrst  of  March;  some  time  in  March 

<)■  M  hat  year?  A.  1910;  March  10th. 

V  ( S-lid  nl-i’t  h  anyth!n^  i<ll<]  ^Ir‘  IIuin  "a-v  alxnit  h  {,t  that  time? 

.  .  <n  1  t,hlt  ‘‘V  was  straightening  up  all  of  his  business  transaction* 

t'h"  's:-nn  V<Ti  ;""i  ll'cre  "as  *350  l,c  "•»«  ftoittK  to  pay  'me  on 
the  $o°0.  I  laughed  and  said.  “Well,  that  is  good”  or  <omethim. 

to  that  effect ;  and  he  gave  me  a  check  for  $350. 

]*!(}  he  ev€r  Pay  you  the  Other  $150?  A.  No  *ir 
forV)&reVeraSkhi,,lf0ri,?  A-  X<>‘  i  never  aske . . 

be^re^Tf’’  y°"  eVeri,I<k  hil",  f‘T  *"*  of  «>«*«  moneys  that 
rT  ivV  A‘  No>  slr.  "ever;  never  had  to  ask  him 

0- Did  you  ever  receive  any  small  amounts  from  Mr.  Iturd’ 

A.  Oh,  ves.  sir,  some  different— from  time  to  time,  nerhnns-  I  .  .mid 
not  say  Just.  how  much  or  just  when. 

H  Did  you  ever  receive  any  other  considerable  sums  than  those 
h  1  "2s  vepresented  by  the  draft  and  checks  which  have  been 
<*fT«?ie<l  in  evidence,  and  which  you  have  «een  heretofore 

dT?i  Phibi‘ ,  N>  45.  ”f  plaintiff’s  teslhnonv?  ^  I 
didn  t  know  I  had  received  that  much. 

Q.  5  ou  have  no  knowledge  of  any  others?  A.  No,  sir. 

i  You  have  said  that  he  sometimes  gave  you  small  gifts.  Wh  it 

°  } ou  mean  In  that  Mrs.  Cramer — how  much  were  the v?  \  Well 

five  dollars  or  ten  dollars.  I  could  not  say  just  how  much  Mr 

“\we'  V  f  le  sn)v  anyone  have  something  nice  on.  he  would  «av 
No«,  Laury.  I  wish  you  would  take  this  ten  and  huv  something  for 

\  ourself  like  it,  or  something  of  that  kind  ’  ^ 

Q.  And  how  frequently  did  that  happen?  A.  Oh,  not  often. 
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Q.  By  that  you  mean  how  frequently,  as  nearly  as  you  can  tell? 
A.  I  could  not  tell  you,  Mr.  Birney.  Mr.  Ilurd  was  very  kind  to 
me. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  why  he  gave  you  those  gifts?  A.  Yes, 
sir,  because  I  made  the  only  home  for  him  that  he  had  ever  had 
since  he  had  buried  his  wife,  and  he  was  perfectly  happy  at  my 
house,  and  wanted  to  stay  there  until  be  died.  He  wanted  to  die 
with  me. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  how  much  he  intended  to  give  you?  A. 
Lnough  to  provide  for  me  without  work,  in  case  anything  happened 
to  him,  as  much  as  though  I  had  been  his  wife;  he  would  provide 
for  me  just  as  well  as  though  1  had  been  his  wife. 

<95  Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  pay  any  bills  for  you?  A.  Well. 

often  paid  bills  for  me,  and  then  1  would  give  it  back  to  him, 
milk  bill  or  gas  bill.  He  paid  Dr.  Wall— my  doctor’s  bill  to  Dr. 
\Vall  at  one  time,  but  he  would  not  accept  that  back;  I  didn’t  pay 
him  that  back. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  much  that  was?  A.  I  have  forgotten.  I 
know  that  he  came  back  and  told  me  that  he  had  gotten  five  dollars 
off  the  bill  by  paying  it  cash;  by  going  out  and  paying  Dr.  Wall 
at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  any  of  his  relatives  of  these  gifts?  A.  No, 
sir. 


Q.  And  why  not?  A.  Well,  they  never  asked  me,  and  Mr. 
Ilurd  told  me  not  to  tell  them;  that  iie  did  not  wish  them  to  know 
it;  it  did  not  concern  them  in  any  way,  and  it  was  his  money,  and 
he  could  do  as  he  pleased  with  it. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  1  direct  your  attention  to  what  is  known  as  the 
Roach  notes,  and  ask  you  what  you  know  of  those  notes?  A.  Mr 
Ilurd  wanted  to  give  me  those  notes  in  the  fall;  T  can’t  just  sav 
when. 


Q.  Of  what  \ ear ?  A.  Tt  was  in  1909.  He  said  he  wanted  to 
have — he  either  had  had  them  fixed  up  or  was  going  to.  I  can’t 
say,  but  *  told  him  T  would  rather  he  would  keep  the  notes  and* 
collect  them,  as  it  would  be  lots  of  bother  for  me,  and  he 
79fi  didn’t  give  them  to  me  then.  In  February  or  March,  I 
know  it  was.  after  I  came  from  Pinehurst,  North  Carolina, 
he  gave  me  those  Roach  notes,  and  said  that  he  had  had  a  satis¬ 
factory  mortgage  prepared  and  everything  was  fixed,  and  lie  wanted 
me  to  have  them,  and  he  didn’t  want  me  to  let  Lee  or  Bvron  in 
case  anything  happened  to  him— Mr.  Hurd  was  not  feeling  verv 
well  at  the  time— in  case  anything  happened  to  him  for  me  to  col¬ 
lect  the  notes  as  they  came  due,  the  interest  and  the  notes,  and  keep 
them  myself ;  he  didn’t  want  them  to  know  anvthing  about  them 

Q.  Look  at  the  envelope  I  now  show  you.  tn  whose  handwrit¬ 
ing  is  the  writing  upon  it?  A.  Mr.  Hurd’s  handwriting 

MQJS  J,  a!1  "i  lli.s.'vritin«9  -V  Yes-  Anyone  would  know 
Mr.  Hurds  handwriting. 

Q  When  he  gave  you  these  notes  were  thev  in  this  envelope’ 
A.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  envelope. 

Q.  And  when  and  wdiere  did  he  give  vou  the  notes9  A  He 

41— 2483a  *  ’ 
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gaie  them  to  me  in  my  own  apartment.  As  I  say,  I  don’t  reniem- 

/Ut  1  th,n,k  "  was  in  tlle  latter  part  of  Fehmury 
or  the 'first  of  March;  somewhere  in  March,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 
<■1  Mr.  Hurd  lias  testified  that  you  took  this  envelope  with  the 

^rW  °  i"r  I’01'1161-  )•  \lr  ,  Hurd  knows  lietter  than  that. 

•  lr  Ilurd  would  never  say  that  if  he  was  here,  and  not  under  some 
undue  influence;  lie  never  would  say  that. 

.  (\f,DTT  'j’U  do11,'a.t?  A-.?°’  sir-  I  never  took  anything  out 

of  Mr.  Hurd  s  pocket  in  my  life.  h 

‘<J‘  'lr-  IMrney:  I  offer  in  evidence  the  envelope,  the  same 

to  he  spread  upon  the  record  and  the  original  produced  at 
the  hearing.  1 

>Ir  Ford:  Objected  to  as  being  irrelevant  and  immaterial 
(The  envelope  referred  to  is  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For 

identification  J.  A.  L.  No.  11.  and  copied  into  the  record  here¬ 
with,  as  follows:) 

“Euci  id  St 

Hoa(h  "'ortgage  and  mortgage— her  address  is 

lood  hue! id  St. 

I  have  Bal/ance-  the  Roach  account  on  my  account  book  showing 
it  is  all  paid  so  Byron  or  Lee  won’t  look  after  that 

”  hen  they  have  paid  all  the  notes  then  give  them  the  satisfaction 
and  mortgage.” 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

.  ii'  'Vl,,lt;  if  anything,  did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  sav  about  vour  resign¬ 
ing  from  the  office  after  1904.  after  the  breaking  of  'the  engage- 

Mr.  1m)rd  :  I  hat  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

i  Ai  ,^hyL  !T  a]way®  ™\tGd  n,e  to  «*ign.  and  said  he  had  a 
plenty  for  both  of  us,  and  that  I  would  stay  home  and  tiLke  care  of 

him  but  f  didn  t  have  enough  at  that  time  to  resign,  and  Mr. 
Hurd  ^new  that  I  didn’t,  and  when  he  made  me  his  last  gift  T 
fr<l,!',sf<)  11I1,  t.lla!  *  'vould  resign  in  the  summer  or  spring  of  1910 
I  told  him  1  did  intend  to.  and  I  did  intend  to  resign  and  he  said 

"o  him""  6  enoUKh  then  in  ««  anytliinghnppeiied 

79K  Jh  "t'  hi"  A,n°Af0v  l,is  tf  to  Mr-  M<*«r  "»  'I,e  sub- 
t  1 1  ’  ’  *1  A*  °b  ^  r-*  ^I(‘‘Se,r  tolfl  nie,  but  Mr.  Hurd  had  never 

told  me  anything  about  it. 

ne2?  ''I'  Yesn‘sTr  ",,y  ,i"le  the  hosPitel  (°T  an  ill- 

Q.  When  was  it?  A.  1908;  February,  1908. 

'  Tl,e  E>»  «"J  Ear  H«pil«l.  ' 

i  d  ""re?  A- A'"""  '*»  «'  » 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  come  to  see  you  there?  A  Yes  sir 
Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Almost  every  day. 
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Q.  How  did  Mr.  Hurd  treat  and  regard  your  children,  Mrs. 
trainer*.  A.  He  was  always  very  kind  to  the  "children;  very  fond 
of  them;  he  knew  them  from  babies;  very  fond  of  them. 

Q.  How  did  he  show  this  fondness?  A.  Oh,  by  taking  them — 
Jessie  especially;  ot  course  he  paid  more  attention  to  her,  being  a 
girl.  He  would  take  her  down  town  and  buy  things  for  her,  and 
buy  doll  dresses  and  doll  clothes  at  first,  and  then,  as  she  grew 
older  he  would  buy  little  things  for  her  to  make.  He  was  very 
proud  of  her  ability  to  sew,  and  would  buy  things  for  her  to  cut 
out.  and  sew  on,  and  in  every  way  ]x>.ssible  for  a  man  to  show  that 
_  he  was  kind-hearted  to  my  two  children. 

Q.  And  when  your  daughter’s  little  son  was  born  what 
was  his  name?  A.  Fenton  Hurd  Parker. 

Q.  And  for  whom  was  he  named?  A.  After  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  And  at  his  request?  A.  At  Mr.  Hurd’s  request. 

(I  What  did  he  say  about  it?  A.  He  said  he  thought  that  he 
uas  a  pretty  good  old  man,  and  if  we  named  this  bov  after  him  that 
he  would  not  lose  anything,  the  boy  would  not,  and  if  he  made  as 
^0(!  . a  "°.v  a;s  he  "as  a  man  that  we  could  be  verv  well  satisfied- 
and  in  Mr.  Hurd’s  way  of  speaking,  like  he  always  "spoke  of  every- 
thing  he  said.  Now,  I  have  got  some  money.”  he  says,  “and  I 

he!P  t?,?]  ,l(aw  him.”  ,le  says,  “if  you  name  him  after  me.” 
And  ]  said  \\  by.  Mr.  Hurd,  you  know  T  would  rather  name  him 
after  you  than  anyone  else,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  Jessie  or  not ;”  and  he  said,  “You  write  and  tell  Jes- 
r -e  *  1*  "anf,  her  to  have  that  boy  named  Fento.”  He  called 
sh^hLf  i  ?£llto-  Alld  J.  wrot*  and  tol(1  Jessie,  and  Jessie  said 
ion  Hifrd  Parker.1’’6  °f  ‘Fen,°"-'  and  ,he  babv  was  named  “Fen- 

1  obJect  to.lbe  statement  of  the  witness  of  what  she 
said,  as  being  irrelevant,  incompetent  and  immaterial. 

H'  framer,  are  you  a  spiritualist?  A.  No.  sir 

Calholi,  Ch^hehUrCh  are  y°"  "  n'ember’  if  a,,y?  A-  Ronian 

snA  .  And  "ere  you  brought  up  in  that  faith?  A.  Yes  sir 
oUU  always.  ’  1 

St  Patrick’s  ^  °f  W,lat  ehimdl  are  >’ou  a  communicant?  A. 

y°U  e  preten(1  to  1>e  a  n,edium  or  a  spiritualist?  A. 
Ao,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  a  spiritualist?  A.  Yes,  sir 

r  W?1  never  knew  his  wife?  A-  No,  sir. 

Q •  W  hat  regard  did  Mr.  Hurd  have  for  the  memory  of  his  wife? 

hp  A  wa:\lT°ke  kl.I}dl>;  of  hls  wife>  and  seemed  to  have  been  very 
haPPy  "ith  her  while  they  were  married  ™ 

AQYes,idsiry°U  6Ver  C°nV”8e  "ith  Mr  Hurd  about  spiritualism? 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Why,  I  could  not  say  how  often  hut 
once  in  a  while.  He  never  talked  very  much  about  it  to  me 
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twice  yes  siT  ^  at,e“d  >eunces  with  him?  A.  Once  or 

Q.  Where?  A.  Twice,  [  think  Well,  we  went  on  New  York 

;l  'enV,e',i  "ent  at  hw  wn  suggestion  on  New  York  Avenue,  and 

they  had  moved  around  either  10th  street  or  11th  street  or  some 
place,  I  don  t  remember  now  whicl.  street  it  was;  it  was  around  the 
omer.  Me  went  there  and  had  to  write  something  on  a  slip  of 

Sftt  PaPer  1  "as  ?  public  seance.  I  suppose  vou  would  call  it 
in  a  room;  quite  a  number  there.  And  then  T  can’t  tell 
,.you  an.vthmg  much  more  that  happened.  1  remember  those 
,.°  s]jP  of  paper  we  had  to  write  and  hand  to  the  ladv. 

•  .  I,  ,!en!  vnu-  'f  you  recall?  A.  Miss  Tacart  and  mv 

ten‘you  r’  IIUrd  “nd  n'Vself-  as  "pI1  ns  f  rm‘  remember;  T  can’t  just 

Q.  Now.  were  you  aware  from  what  Mr.  Hurd  said  that  he  was 
getting  communications  from  his  wife  from  time  time?  A.  Yes 

told  me"'1  "ller°  d'd  hp  S°  ,0  Ce'  ,hoRe?  '•  To  Mrs-  f5,lafer’s.  he 

W  I,S'i  "ci  'r0  ,,f  v,,,lr  a<q"aintance  or  friendship  with 

Miss  Blanche  Shafer  and  her  mother.  Irene  Shafer’  \  Verv  sli.rhi 
acquaintance  with  Blanche  Shafer.  '  '  w 

Q.  And  with  Mrs.  Irene  Shafer?  A.  The  same,  verv  slight  ac- 
quamtance.  *  * 

(}.  Did  you  visit  each  other?  A.  Mrs.  Shafer,  never,  no,  sir. 

Q*  Or  Rlanche  Shafer?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  anything  more  than  a  mere  acquaintance  with  them? 

■  Sir;  •’  never  vislte(F  1,10  <>r  T  visited  them— neither  did  I 
visit  them. 

Q.  Now-  frequently  did  he  go.  according  to  his  statements,  to 
vo.)  *N  rs‘  ^  F  would  hear  him  say.  I  should  judge,  once 

a  week  that  he  got — I  can’t  tell  you  how  often  he  visited  Mrs. 
Shafer,  hut  1  should  judge  once  a  week  he  would  sav  he  had 
a  letter  from  her.  when  he  was  in  Washington. 

„VVh,a‘  "!flllPI'<'<;  \f  al.iv:  ,lid  ,hesp  lpt'eiv  ajipcar  to  have  upon 
.  r.  Hind.  A.  Ah.  1  don  ‘  know  as  iliey  had  •  inch  iulluence  over 
mm.  He  would  read  them  and  remark  something  about  the  con¬ 
tents,  and  tell  me  to  read  them,  and  that  is  about  all  1  can  sav  about 
the  influence. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  that?  A.  T  told  him  thev  were  all 
nonsense:  had  always  told  him  it  was  nonsense  for  him  to  think 
that  Mrs.  Shafer  could  ever  write  him  a  spiritualist  letter,  because 

I  knew  that  she  could  not.  and  she  knew  it  herself,  that  she  could 
not. 

Q.  You  mean  you  told  him  that?  A.  Told  him  that:  ves. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  belief  in  that  at  all?  A.  No,  sir  never* 
he  knew  T  didn’t.  ’  ’ 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  show  you  a  couple  of  letters  signed  “Mary”  and 
the  en\ elope  in  which  they  are  contained,  and  ask  you  where  vou 
obtained  these  letters?  1  should  have  said  that  one  of  them  is  signed 

“Man*”  and  the  other  signed  “Irene  Shafer,”  and  ask  vou  how*  thev 

•*  *. 
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came  into  your  possession?  A.  This  is  Mr.  Hurd’s  handwriting  to 
me. 

Q.  On  the  envelope?  A.  On  the  envelope,  from  St.  Charles. 
That  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hurd  to  me.  and  Mrs.  Shafer’s  letter  on  the 
other  side. 

803  Q.  Please  read  the  letter  that  you  have  in  your  hand  to 
yourself,  and  then  sav  what  it  is.  A.  That  is  a  letter  Mr. 
Hurd  got  from  Mrs.  Shafer,  a  spirit  letter  or  something. 


Mr.  P  ori>:  I  object  to  the  answer  of  the  witness,  or  the  statement 
of  the  witness  as  voluntary*  testimony’,  and  move  to  strike  it  out. 

Q.  Look  at  the  other  one  before  you  answer  the  questions.  Is 

either  of  these  letters  addressed  to  you?  A.  Yes,  sir,  the  envelope 

is:  none  of  the  letters  are.  no.  sir:  the  envelope  is. 

Q.  Then  vou  are  mistaken  in  saving,  or  what  did  von  intend  to 

mean  bv  vour  answer  when  vou  said  one  was  a  letter  from  Mr. 
*•  *•'  _  • 

Hurd  to  you?  A.  The  envelope. 

Q.  You  mean  only  the  envelope?  A.  Only  the  envelope,  yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  those  letters  come  to  you  in  that  envelope?  A.  Yes,  sir 
this  one  came  to  me  in  the  envelope.  Yes,  sir.  they  came  to  me  in 
that  envelope;  the  envelope  is  addressed  to  me. 

Q  Who  sent  them  to  you?  A.  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  say  anything  to  you  about  those  letters?  A.  Yes. 

sir. 

Q.  What,  if  anything?  A'.  He  talked  to  me  about  those  letters 
after  he  came  home,  and  told  me  that  Mrs.  Shafer  sent  them  to 
him. 


Mr.  Birney:  Now,  the  letters  are  offered  in  evidence,  with  the 
envelope,  with  the  same  request. 

804  Mr.  Ford:  We  object  to  them  on  the  ground  that  the  let¬ 
ters  have  not  been  proved  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Mrs. 


(The  two  letters  and  envelope  referred  to  are  marked  by  the  Ex¬ 
aminer.  “For  identification  J.  A.  L..  Nos.  12,  13  and  14.”  respect¬ 
ively.  and  copied  into  the  record  herewith,  as  follows:) 


“Well  Fent 

We  are  here  and  have  vour  letter  saying  you  were  going  out  to 
vour  sisters  for  the  winter,  how  do  you  expect  Mrs.  S.  to  play  the 
wheat  market  with  vou  out  in  Oregon  unless  you  put  a  certain 
amount  in  the  bank  that  they  can  draw  on  in  an  case  of  necessity, 
she  hits  it  every’  time  or  T  should  say  she  gets  what  we  give  her  every 
time  yve  can  even  give  her  the  figures  that  it  will  go  that  day  and 
she  has  got  it  right,  we  have  a  medium  here  with  her  now  and  they 
are  having  a  good  time  getting  things.  We  come  and  we  write  and 
rap  rap  rap.  I  had  toquit  last  night  there  were  so  many  of  them  here 
that  T  could  not  yvrite.  this  room  yvas  full  and  we  had  a  good  time 
T  tell  vou.  Father  and  the  boys  Blanche  and  a  lot  of  Mrs.  S.  friends, 
and  a  good  many  of  this  mediums  friends  and  we  made  things 
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de^nbed"  the'dress^lfe'Iind  *01?*'*^  '"***  ‘°  ,his  "lediul"  *"d 

(letter  on  the  other  side) 

')F;,'R  I;r,fsTD:  M-"'v  h«*  "HtUMi  *0  11 1  nc*li  und  I  have  so  much  to 

ere  St  ieh  ‘‘T"'  "T"°  ' '*  ,mlv  1  "»h  .'<»<  had  been 

la.t  night.  Mary  was  writing  to  you  when  thev  begun  to  rap 
o,.-  ?.nd  'bZ  hnd »  »e«l»r  jolly  Mention  here  slie  had  to  quit  and 
it  nas  1_  o  clock  before  I  got  into  bed  and  thev  were  still 
rapping  when  I  went  to  sleep.  I  don’t  know  what  to  sav 
about  the  wheat.  7  have  gotten  it  right  except  once  it  was  not 
jpiite  light  but  it  we  had  been  playing  tho  market  we  would  of 
known  n hat  to  do  hut  they  are  holding  me  hack  for  something  I 
don  know  what,  but  they  will  tell  me  there  are  two  or  three  places 
htted  up  for  ladvs  now,  and  there  are  lots  of  h.dvs  placing  the  mar¬ 
ket— now,  well  I  must  quit  and  go  see  about  some  rooms  so  .roodbv 
as  ever  s 

Your  Friend 

IRENE  SHAFER. 

o  happy  eat  everything  and  sleeps  from  7.30  at 

niiiht  to  S  o  clock  the  next  morning,  isn’t  that  fine.” 

“Well  Fent 

You  think  you  are  very  smart  last  fall  we  told  you  that  vou  were 
not  to  go  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  to  hoard  when  you  came  hack  to  Wash¬ 
ington  now  if  you  wish  to  stay  with  her  all  right  hut  we  will  let  vou 
a  one  and  you  can  get  your  advise  from  her,  T  can’t  see  whv  vou 
always  want  to  take  up  with  some  one  we  don’t  want  vou  to  whv 
can  t  you  get  a  good  room  and  board  some  place  els  and  if  vou  wi«h 
to  visit  Mrs.  Cramer  that  is  another  thing.  Mrs.  Shafer  can  get  vou 
a  room  acrossed  the  street  from  her  and  you  can  get  your  board  with 
her,  now  if  you  have  a  1.000  to  throw  away,  why  go  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
tor  that  is  what  it  will  cost  you  for  the  winter  if  vou  go.  T  feel  so 
vexed  with  you  because  we  are  all  the  time  with  vou  and  then  vou 

vno  l  •  What  ,we  want  .vou  t0-  We  will  come  with  vou  to 

Washington  when  you  get  ready  to  come  and  then  if  vou 
conclude  you  had  rather  have  Mrs.  Cramer  than  us  we  will 
leave  you  in  her  care  and  we  won’t  bother  with  vou  anv  more 

MARY. 

(Written  on  back : )  “Fen  to  this  is  Mary  writing  or  scratching 
>he  took  my  hand  and  made  it  flv.” 


Merchants  Hotel, 

•T.  C.  Kelley,  Proprietor. 
St.  Charles,  Min  nesota 


(Envelope) 


(Stamp  on  envelope:) 
St.  Charles, 
Nov.  14,  1903. 


Mrs.  L.  R.  Cramer 

1315-14th  St.  N.  W. 

Washington,  D.  C.’ 
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32? 


By.  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  you  ever  pretend  to  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  that 
you  were  able  to  communicate  with  his  deceased  wife?  A.  No,  sir, 
never  did. 

Q-  Or  that  you  were  able  to  communicate  with  the  spirit  of  any 
other  persons?  A.  No,  sir,  1  never  did;  never  thought  of  such  a 
thing. 

Q.  Did  you  at  anv  time  write  for  him  a  letter  signed  “Mary”? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now.  will  you  please  state  the  circumstances.  A.  One  evening 
— in  fact,  he  had  often  and  often  asked  me  couldn’t  I  write 
807  medium  letters;  couldn't  I  try,  and  so  forth  and  so  on,  and 
one  evening  he  said  to  me,  “Laury,  can’t  you  write  a  letter 
like  Mrs.  Shafer  writes  from  Mary?”  And  I  said,  “Most  anyone 
could  write  a  letter  like  Mrs.  Shafer  writes.”  I  sat  down  and  wrote 
him  one  or  two,  I  don’t  remember  just  which,  in  a  spirit  of  fun. 
to  please  Iran. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  about  them  to  him?  A.  You  mean  what  did 
I  put  in  them? 

Q.  No.  What  did  you  say  about  them  to  him  at  the  time,  either 
before  or  immediately  after  writing  them? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  incompetent  and  irrelevant. 

A.  I  said  that  I  could  write  letters  like  1  had  seen  Mrs.  Shafer 
write  to  him;  most  anyone  could  do  that;  that  I  would  do  that  for 
him. 

Q.  When  you  gave  them  to  him  what  did  you  say  about  them? 
A.  I  told  him  that — 1  tossed  them  across  the  table  to  him  and  asked 
him  if  those  pleased  him,  and  he  laughed  and  said  “Well,  ves,  tliev 
looked  about  like  Mrs.  Shafer’s.” 

Q.  And  what  became  of  them,  if  you  know?  A.  I  guess  he  tore 
them  up.  T  heard  no  more  about  them,  and  talked  no  more  about 
them. 

Q.  M  ere  they  written  in  earnest  or  sport?  A.  To  please  Mr. 
Hurd,  as  1  stated  before;  to  please  Mr.  Hurd,  in  a  spirit  of  fun. 
which  he  took  as  fun.  and  I  did.  too. 


Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  Mating  the  conclusion  of  the 
witness,  and  I  move  that  it  be  stricken  out. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  they  came  from  his  deceased 
808  wife?  A.  Why  no;  they  didn’t  come  from  his  deceased  wife. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  say  anything  of  that  kind  to  him?  A. 
No,  sir;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Shafer -  A.  (Interposing:)  That  is  just  what 

he  always — called  Mrs.  Shafer  Mrs.  Cramer  and  Mrs.  Cramer  Mrs. 
Shafer. 

Q.  Can  you  recall  the  contents  of  that  letter  or  the  two  letters, 
if  there  were  two?  A.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  recall  the  contents  of 
them.  I  remember  that  in  one  letter  I,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
I  may  have  said  something  about  the  ten  dollars^ — the  ten  thousand 
dollars  which  he  had  already  given  me,  or  was  about,  to  give  me  for 
a  birthday  present.  I  remember  that. 
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Q.  When  did  this  writing  take  place— when  was  this  incident’ 
•\.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1909. 

Q.  1909’  A.  Yes,  sir. 

■S'  fI«Tnnneoo9hei,inTe’  ifyou  <'an,le<'all>  "’hen  you  received  this 
P,  of  Jf  10,000  A.  It  was  somewhere  either  just  after  or  just 
before,  I  don  t  remember,  Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  l>o  you  recall  any  more  of  what  was  in  the  letters?  A  No 

d°a  tJlllnk  'here  was  anything— 1  may  have  said— he  said  that 

that  ’e  g0°d  l°  Lm"’V  ’  M'ily  hnve  said  ‘hat;  I  don’t  recall 

son  i  'h  J)ul  von  ever,  on  any  other  occasion,  write  a  “Marv” 
letter:  A.  !No,  sir. 

Q.  °r  any  letter  seeming  or  purporting  to  he  from  “Mary”, 
his  deceased  wife?  A.  No,  sir.  '  ’ 

(i.  hid  vou  or  not  on  that  occasion  claim  that  this  commnnica- 
SrZmT  S  A-  X°-  S,r;  he  kl,e«  it  didn’t:  that ‘ I 

Q.  Or  anything  of  that  sort?  A.  No,  sir:  no  indeed’  '  ' 

*°“  n,ade  no  statement  of  that  kind,  of  anv  sort’  \  No 
sir.  I  made  no  statement  of  that  kind  to  Mr.  Hurd  in  mv  life  ’  ‘lie 
always  sa„l  that  was  what  Mrs.  Shafer  would  sav  when  she  was 

s,  'ti"B  f!’|  him.  that  is  the  exact  words  that  lie  would  sav  Mrs 
‘  hafei  slid  when  she  was  writing  for  him. 

Q  "hat?  A.  That  something  gralilied  her  wrist  and  that  her 

irJ,rsrn,e,hing  ",m  effe°'’ 1  «°  ^ 

,v,?i  *1™'  Cm,,r-  'h'l  you  know  from  Mr.  Hurd  his  sentiments  to 
minis  his  son  Byron  during  the  time  he  was  livin.r  with  vou  if 

hitter  11  1  1,6  Say  ab°Ut  hi,"?  A  At  times,  Mr  Rirney.  very 

Q.  AVhv,  did  he  explain?  A.  Yes  <ir  ||„  v„;,i  ,1, .• 
was  always  opposed  to  him  having  anv’  happiness  in  he  world", fTei  • 
Ins  wife’s  death.  lie  said  neither  lie  nor  his  Jvife  had  tafen 
3.'T,re,,n  Hr  l!vr,,":  <l,a'  he  was  a  spendthrift 

»r  died:  and  that  he  had  on  two  occasions  thre- toned  to^  ll  l -  ''^r 
lie  married  and  made  a  home  for  hiiis  f  ^  Z  o'1  "m  ,f 
whether  he  had  anvtliing  at  his  death  or  i  h,e  d,ldrl  ‘  care 
1-een  a  dutiful  son  io  him.  ’’  ',e('ause  he  had  "ever 

Hon^Dn'rie’lh.rf?  ^"a"!  yl'TTT  t,°'Vards  his 

kindly  disposed  to  lee  and  Vlwnv  •  ’  *  10  a  ^ai?s  seen>ed  very 

aa  su 

infts  that  lie  could  and  would  want  at  differ” '♦  c^"''  ,<?sldes  ol,ler 
had  given  Byron  a  certain  imnd^'  o"'  iK^tr!^ 

money,  1  don’t  rememher  jus!  how  he  sent  him 

he  sent  him  money  at  that  time!"'  :  and  hi?  lmrse  diad>  and 


EENTOX  J.  HERD,  ETC..  Vs.  t.AtlRA  R.  CRAMER. 


3^ 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  ay  about  Byron’s  farm?  A.  He 
stud  that  he  gave  him  that  farm,  and  he  made  his  wife,  Fannie, 
promise  that  she  would  never  sign  a  deed  for  him  to  sell  it,  for  if 

he  did  he  would  spend  it.  He  said  he  had  given - 

Q.  W  hat  was  his  attitude  in  recent  years  towards  the  thousand 
dollar  gift  to  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A.  lie  said  that  he  had  given  Lee  a 
thousand  dollars  every  year  since  the  death  of  his  wife,  besides  other 
gifts  to  him,  and  that  he  had  given  his  wife — made  gifts  to  his  wife, 
and  that  he  had  placed  Lee  in  a  position  for  self-supporting! 

811  an(1  tliat  he  was  self-supporting,  and  that  he  thought  he  had 
a  plenty  without  his  help  now,  and  he  could  wait  until  after 

his  death;  that  he  was  going  to  make  a  home,  a  comfortable  home 
for  himself. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  discuss  with  him  this  annual  gift  to  Lee  Hurd? 
A.  i  es,  sir ;  frequently. 

Q-  W  hat  did  you  say  to  him,  and  what  did  he  say  to  vou?  A. 

I  alw a\ s  would  coax  him  and  try  to  induce  him  in  everv  wav  to 
send  Lee  this  money. 

Q.  W  hy  did  you  do  that?  A.  Because  I  thought  that  thev  might 
think  I  was  influencing  him  not  to  do  so,  and  I  knew  that  Mr 

Hurd  had  a  plenty,  at  least  he  had  led  me  to  believe  that  lie  had  a 
plenty  for  both  of  us. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  try  to  influence  him  against  his  relatives?  A. 

I  never  did;  just  to  the  contrary. 

(J.  How  far  did  you  go  to  'the  contrary?  A.  Well,  I  incon¬ 
venienced  myself  every  summer  to  take  Mr.  Ilurd  up  to  New  York 

and  to  W  hallonsburg,  just  in  order  to  have  them  he  on  Rood  term- 
in  Ins  old  age. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Hurd’s  will 9  \ 

sir.  ’  “  ‘  ; 

Q.  When  and  where?  A.  At  my  house.  1  can’t  just  state  what 
year  it  was,  Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  W  ho  showed  it  to  you?  A.  Mr.  Hurd. 

812  ,  Vn,"I  ‘S  th1e,"'iI1  "hi<l1  llils  '>een  offered  in  evidence? 
A.  Well  would  have  to  see  the  one  that  was  offered  in 

evidence;  I  didn't  see  that. 

Q.  Hid  you  ever  see  more  than  one  will?  A.  No,  sir.  and  a 

Q.  When  and  where  did  you  see  the  codicil?  A.  At  mv  house. 

,  Q-  Please  state  what  Mr.  Hurd  said  to  you  about  it.  A  He  said 
that  Ins  grandson  wanted  him  to  add  a  codicil  to  his  will',  leaving 

Violet  1118  111  <aSe  °  ,eeS  death — leaving  everything  to  his  wife 

Q'/hat  is'  'V,  ,I'ef  "ife?  A.  Dr.  Lee  Hurd’s  wife 

his  wife  Vio“et.  °f  h,'“  ** h  "anted  hin'  to  Ieave  everything  to 

Q.  And  did  you  witness  that  codicil?  A.  Yes  sir 

Q.  And  who  else?  A  My  daughter,  and.  if  T  am  not  very  much 
mistaken,  my  servant  girl.  • 

Q.  Do  you  recall  when  that  was?  A.  Tt  was  either  in  the  fall 
yes.  ,t  wasat  hmne:  T  would  not  like  to  say  what  year,  Mr.  Birney. 
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Q-  Do  you  know  who  was  t lie  beneficiary  under  that  codicil9 
A.  iNo,  sir. 

Q.  J>ul  Mr.  Ilurd  read  you  that  codicil?  A.  No,  sir;  he  didn’t 
let  me  see  that  codicil? 

o1Q  ."  *lat  ''etiiine  of  it  after  it  was  witnessed?  A.  lie  told 

Id  me  what  was  in  the  codicil*;  some  tilings  that  were  in  it. 

V;.  "  “at  l)ecu,,ie  of  it  after  you  did  witness  it?  \  He 
sent  it  to  Minnesota,  and  the  very  last  conversation  1  had  with  him 

smt MiniS  he  lef'  1-e  said  that  it  was 

Q.  AA  here  was  that  conversation?  A.  At  my  house. 

iV  ‘Vour  aPartment?  A.  At  my  apartment. 

y.  Have  you  seen  the  codicil  at  any  time  since  you  witnessed  it? 

4 ' •  sir. 

,  .Now;  ",u;t  (li(1.lle  1(1,1  .'•<«'  "'as  in  it?  A.  lie  said  that  he  had 
his  ptojiettv— Ins  money  or  property,  or  whatever  it  was  in 
case  of  his  death  to  he  equally  divided  l-etween  his  son  Ifvron  and 
his  gtandson  s  two  children:  something  to  that  effect.  The  will  I 

Q.  Who  was  to  be  benefited  under  that?  A.  Under  the  will’ 

(}.  '  es.  A.  \\  liy,  lus  grandson  and  his  son.  I  think  it  was  left. 

Mr.  Ford:  Well,  the  will  is  here,  gentlemen 

Mr.  Lester:  It  is  not:  it  is  the  other  will  „ 

haven  t  found.  This  will  has  no  codicil.  It  is  the  one  nr  ^ee^Hurll 
sa^s  lie  has  not  found.  *  1  11 

A.  (Continuing:)  Ills  grandson  was  left  the  entire  estate  uni 

to  pay  Byron  so  much  a  year,  and  several  gifts.  1  don't  remember 
just  what  their  names  were  lememnei 

SH  whatever  UK>I'C  “nV  ,,rOVisi""  tnr  VOU?  No-  s,r-  none 

wi^to'S^’^'v^T’d  '»'«*  Byron  Hurd 

i  "  ii*  ‘  t  *'*  n  seems  to  me  he  was  to  ernt 

Of?.,".™  tnowlede..  A.  nh. 

Q.  M  hat  did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  von’  \  \r,.  u  ,  ,  ,, 

several  gifts  he  had  made  to  others  '  H,,rd  ,<lld  me  of 

Q-  £iln  .vo"  wall  them?  A.  Yes  si,- 

3:  SSrs."? 

i.oo . .  in.  <oc.,iii ""fi,  JSk '  **’* 

to  buy  her  a  home  with  and  furnish  it:  and  to  \*!ud  was 

he  said  he  gave  $1,000  at  one  time,  and  nmney  £  ^ 
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room  on  the  corner  of  14th  and  New  York  Avenue;  and 
olo  money  to  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Eckert. 

Q.  How  much  did  iie  say  he  gave  her?  A.  $1,000  at  one 
time,  and  he  spoke  of  giving  her  something — small  amounts;  l 
‘hun  t  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

(J.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mrs.  Shafer  did  start  a  lunch¬ 
room  on  14th  and  New  York  Avenue?  A.  Yes,  sir.  she  did.  Mr. 
Hurd  gave  her  the  money  to  start  it  with. 

Q.  Did  lie  tell  you  why  he  gave  Hattie  Smith  monev?  A  Ye* 
sir. 

Q.  W  hat.  was  it?  A.  He  said  he  was  going  to  marry  Hattie 
Smith  and  his  son  Byron  threatened  to  shoot  Hattie  Smith  and  him¬ 
self  if  he  married  her,  and  he  thought  it  was  no  more  than  right 
that,  he  should  give  her  a  home,  and  he  gave  it  to  her  for  that  reason. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  lie  gave  money  to  Mrs.  Eckert  or  May 
Eckert.  A.  Well,  no,  he  didn  t.  I  didn't  ask  him  anything  about 
it,  and  he  didn't  tell  me  anything  about  it.  I  think  lie  said  some¬ 
thing  about  her  l>eing  in  trouble,  and  she  wanted  to  get  out  of  town 
or  something  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Yes,  he 
said  she  was  always  hard  up,  and  $1,000  he  loaned  her  and  gave  her 
ninety-nine  years  to  pay  it  in. 

(}.  Did  you  ever  tell  Lee  Hurd  that  you  were  trying  to  protect 
hi>  grandfather  from  spiritualists  and  spiritualism  and  adventurous 
women,  who  were  trying  to  marry  him  and  trying  to  separate 
MO  him  from  his  money?  A.  No,  sir;  never. 

Q.  W  as  there  ever  any  such  conversation  between  vou  and 
Dr.  Hurd?  A.  No,  sir,  never. 

Q.  Oi  (lid  \  ou  e\er  say  to  him  anything  of  that  kind,  and  name 
Mrs.  Shafer  and  Mrs.  Eckert  in  that  connection?  A.  Mrs.  Shafer 
was  a  married  woman ;  Mrs.  Eckert  was  a  married  woman. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  say  anything  ()f  that  kind  concerning  them? 
A.  No,  sit.  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  him  that  he  would  hand  ten  dollars,  or  some¬ 
thing  like  that,  to  other  women?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  never  do  anything  for  you,  and  that  you  did  everything 
for  him,  and  got  nothing  in  return?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  what  was  Mr.  Hurd's  condition  of  health  and 
vigor?  A.  Elegant;  splendid;  lie  was  as  healthy  as  any  young  man 
would  ever  want  to  be  in  the  world. 

Q*  And  what  have  you  to  say  as  to  his  mental  powers?  A.  Well, 

1  always  considered  him  a  very  bright  man;  a  very  intelligent  man; 
more  so  than  I  ever  thought  of  being  as  a  woman;  consulted  him  on 
all  mv  business  propositions,  in  everything. 

Q.  Was  he  or  not  a  positive  man?  A.  Very  determined;  no 
one  knows  better  than  T  do. 

817  Q.  How  did  he  show  it?  A.  In  every  way,  that  he  was 
determined  and  meant  exactly  what  he  said.  His  family  have 
all  spoken  of  that.  * 

Q.  Wras  he  a  newspaper  reader?  A.  Yes,  sir,  read  the  newspapers 
and  magazines,  and  he  took  a  magazine  himself. 
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Q.  Did  lie  use  spectacles  ?  A.  Xo.  never. 

Q.  Did  he  read  without  them?  A.  Yes,  sir;  alwavs 
Q.  And  was  he  given  to  walking?  A.  Well,  he" walked  a  great 
deal.  Always  took  his  walk  right  after  1  left  in  the  morning;  would 
sometimes  go  out  as  1  went  to  the  ollice,  and  every  day  at  noon  he 
walked  down  to  see  the  hall  drop,  as  he  called  it/  When  mv  little 
grandson  was  here  he  took  little  Fenton  down  with  him  on  several 
occasions  to  see  the  ball  drop,  and  little  Fenton  and  he  would  sit  in 
tne  park  for  an  hour  or  so  and  go  on  home  again. 

Q.  How  long  a  walk  was  it  from  your  apartment  to  where  he  went 

i  >al  drop  an<1  l)a(*k  abrain?  A.  At  one  time  I  lived  at 
Ml;>  14th  street,  and  you  know  where  the  State,  War  and  Xavv  De¬ 
partment  is.  He  would  walk  from  there,  and  then  would  not  go 
< hrect  home,  hut  would  walk  down  New  York  Avenue  as  a  <reneral 

thing,  and  walk  up  that  way;  and  when  I  lived  on  13th  street  he 
uni  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Did  this  continue  until  lie  went  away?  A.  Up  until  he  went 

away:  lie  would  take  his  long  walks  and  go  to  see  the  ball 
drop. 

Sls  Q.  You  mean  the  ball  on  the  observatory?  A  Ye<  *ir- 
that  is.  he  called  it  “the  ball  drop”.  Everyone  that  knew 
him  knew  what  he  meant  bv  that. 

Q  What  use  did  he  make  of  vour  apartment — how  much  of  it 
n  he  use.  A.  Mr  Birnev,  he  used  my  whole  entire  apartment. 
e\er\  part  of  it  that  he  wished  to  go  in. 

<}.  You  mean  all  five  rooms?  A.  Well,  of  course,  he  had  no 

occasion  to  usp  my  bedroom;  hut.  outside  of  that,  he  used  mv  whole 

entire  apartment.  Kven  after  mv  children  came  home  to  live  he 

used  every  hit  of  that  apartment  excepting  the  bed-room — our  bed- 
room. 

Q.  And  did  he  have  a  l>ed-room  to  himself?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

win  n ^ld,he  evfr  ,,,akc  a,1.v  complaint  about  the  room9  V 
Oli  mv.  about  the  room,  why  no;  he  was  just  as  happv  as  he 
could  be  with  his  room,  ife  took  several  in  to  show  them 
his  room.  lie  took  Mrs.  Timberlake,  and  at  the  time  wanted  her 
to  have  a  glass  of  wine  with  him. 

Q.  Before  he  moved  to  the  De  Soto  Apartment  House,  did  vou 
consult  Mr.  Hurd  about  the  apartment  there?  A.  It  wa<  at  Mi¬ 
ll  urd  s  suggestion  that  I  took  the  De  Soto  apartment. 

Q.  Did  he  see  the  apartment  before  you  moved?  A.  lie  went  with 
me  to  look  at  the  apartment.  On  the  first  occasion  when  T  removed 
there  he  went,  and  the  second  time  I  moved  there  he  also  went 
with  me:  and  lie  was  very  much  pleased  with  it;  and  there  were 

two  apartments  for  rent  at  the  time,  and  he  selected  this  one  because 
he  liked  it. 

Q.  W  hat  did  he  do  about  the  selection  of  his  bed-room9  \  AVell 
there  were  only  two  bed -rooms,  and  there  was  reallv  no ’selection  to 
oe  made;  one  was  as  good  as  the  other. 

Q;  raV01!  se?  anv  lnrp nation  of  weakening  in  Mr.  Hurd’s 
mentality  .  A  Xo.  sir.  I  never  did:  he  seemed  to  be  as  strono-  in 
nis  mind  and  his  ways  and  determination  when  he  left _ I  don’t. 
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su^  when  he  left,  but  I  mean  when  he  was  taken  sick,  as  he  was  when 
I  first  knew  him. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  can  you  state  what  influence,  if  any,  you  had 
with  Mr.  Hurd  in  his  business  affairs?  A.  Why,  I  don’t  think  I 
had  any  in  his  business  affairs. 

Q.  W  ell,  to  what  extent  did  he  ever  discuss  his  business 
affairs  with  you?  A.  Why,  he  told  me  about — in  the  first 
place,  about  buying  the  Roach — the  house  for  he  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Smith  to  live  in;  then  about  selling  that  house  to  the  Roaches 
and  giving  them  thirty-three  years  to  pay  it  in.  lie  spoke  of  little 
investments  he  would  make,  or  different  investments  he  would  make 
in  St.  Charles,  and  different  things. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  dominate  him  and  influence  him?  A. 

I  knew  better;  I  could  not  do  that;  no  one  could  do  that. 

Q  Well,  did  you  ever  attempt  it?  A.  No,  sir.  I  never  attempted 
it. 


Q-  A  on  have  said  that  Mr.  Hurd’s  general  condition  of  health  was 
good.  Nad  he  any  illnesses  while  with  you?  A.  Tie  had  a  little 
bilious  attack  at  one  time. 

Q-  When?  A.  It  was  just  before  his  nephew,  Mr.  Betts,  died. 
Mi.  Betts  was  living  on  Massachusetts  Avenue  just  below  us.  and 
that  was  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Ilurd’s — niece  and  nephew  of  Mr.  Hurd’s 
and  they  came  to  our  house  quite  frequently,  and  we  went  there 
often.  Air.  Betts  came  up  to  the  house  to  see  him.  I  think  he  was 
in  l>ed  a  couple  of  days.  I  gave  him  some  calomel  and  a  dose  of  salts, 
and  the  next  morning  he  was  all  right. 

Q.  W  ell,  that  does  not  quite  answer  my  question.  Can  you  tell 
the  year  in  which  that  occurred?  A.  I  was  just  thinking. 

Q-  Well,  if  you  don’t  know -  A.  I  donA  recall  that, 

H21  Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  When  was  he  next  ill?  A.  That  is  the  only  time  1 
ever  remember  of  him  being  in  bed  a  couple  of  days. 

Q-  Did  any  doctor  attend  him  then?  A.  No,  sir;  no  indeed. 

^  Q.  Now.  when  was  his  next  illness?  A.  Then  he  was  sick  in 
February,  1910;  had  an  attack  of  grip;  which  left  his  head  very 
bad;  he  had  ear-ache  very  badly,  and  suffered  quite  a  good  bit  with 
his  head. 

Q.  W  ho  attended  him  as  a  physician  at  that  time?  A.  TIis  grand¬ 
son.  Dr.  Lee  Hurd,  came  down  here.  I  would  have  sent  for  my 
doctor,  but  he  insisted  that  I  wait  until  his  grandson  came,  who  was 
coming  in  a  few  days,  he  said,  to  some  medical — something  was 
going  on  that  the  doctors  had  here  at  the  New  WTillard.  And*!  did 
wait  and  his  grandson  came  in  the  morning  before  T  left  for  the 
office,  and  I  asked  his  grandson  if  he  would  not  attend  to  his  grand¬ 
father  s  head,  and  he  said  he  would;  and  I  left  him  examining  his 
grandfather’s  head.  And  that  is  all  his  grandson  did  for  him. 

Q.  Wrhat  other  physicians  attended  him?  A.  Then  after  Lee 
went  home  his  grandfather  was  suffering  very  much  with  his  head 
and  his  ear.  He  had  the  ear-ache  very  badly. 

Q,  WThat  other  physicians  attended  him?  A.  His  grandson  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York,  and  the  old  gentleman,  I  have  told  you.  was 
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suffering  with  his  ear  after  that.  !  I,  wrote  his  grandson-seemed  to 

t*  very  much  put  out  that  he  didn’t _ - 

X22  Q.  Just  answer  the  question  directly,  Mrs  Cramer.  What 

other  doctor  attended  him  at  that  time?  A.  Dr.  Mason. 

i  !  hat  was  after  Dr.  ITurd  had  returned  to  New  York9  A 

eS\J  u  Hurd  wrote  aske<1  ,)r-  Miwon  to  come  and  .see  his 
grandfather. 

,r.,V  \r>.llliTl"'Vi  °!-\er  pl,-v’lieian  I  waited  two  days 

..  .  •  ,,"nl  "ot  se<‘"i  t"  improve;  tliev  did  not  give  him 
anything  to  ease  Ins  head,  and  I  sent  for  Dr.  Wall 

Q.  Who  was  your  family  physician?  .V  Who  was  mv  family 
physician.  -  • 

Q-  Did  he  relieve  him?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  confined  to  his  heel  at  that  time?  A.  No  sir 
he  was  not ;  he  was  just  up  around  the  room,  in  his  Morris  chair 
Q.  Mere  you  m  Washington  at  the  time  Dr.  Machineck  treated 
'le  A'  T  don't  know  about  Dr.  Machineck  ti'em 

ms  Imn  Mr.  ITurd  told  me  that  lie  had  a  little  fainting  spell  or 
something  at  my  door,  and  that  Dr.  Machinek  had  brought  liim 
u,  .liss  I.uekett  and  Dr.  Machinek  had  brought  him  in. 

m,e  pending  question  was  read  aloud  l,v  the  Kxaminer.) 

A.  1  was  at  my  office. 

,r^  .."  '■!!  v<>u  ?'ve. ,"s  ,,K'  details,  as  far  as  vou  know  them,  of  Mr 
Hurds  illness  m  March,  1010?  A.  Yes.  sir.  About  8,30.  or 
thereabouts,  my  sou  was  <joiui>  to _ 

823  ,n9-  8:80  llle  morning?  A.  In  the  morning.  March 

10th.  mv  son  was  leaving  for  his  business  office,  and  mv 
daughter-in-law  and  myself  were  at  the  door  saving  goodbve  to  hini 
Mi.  Hurd  came  out  of  Ins  room  and  started  to  go  to  the  bath-roomo 
at  the  bath-room  door  we  noticed  that  he  was  leaning  to  one  side  and 

f!,'il  San7l"  T  o'"  "",d,  Va,1!;ht  a"d  just  as  he  was  about  to 

bill,  and  Ins  head  would  have  struck  the  bath-tub.  And  1  helped 

mv  son  to  support  Mr.  Hurd  while  my  daughter-in-law-,,  d  w 

me  4e  ring  1> 'm  F'l  •li",l'"u'k-  )vho  ,'vas  in  the  apartment  above 
me  „  lie  rang  Dr.  Machinek  over  the  phone,  and  it  seemed  so  lone 

hat  we  waited  and  held  Mr.  Hurd  that  I  ran  up  mvself  and  rum 

Di.  Machinek  s  bell  and  didn't  wait  for  an  answer,  but  went  right 

m:  made  myself  known  to  Dr.  Machinek,  and  asked  him  if  be 

would  not  come  right  down  with  me.  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  not  ex 
pected  to  live;  and  lie  did  so.  •  not  ex" 

Q.  Had  you  any  previous  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Machinek » 

A  Never  met  him:  never  spoke  to  him  in  mv  life  before 

^Q.  Did  you  know  of  him?  A.  I  knew  he  was  in  the  house  ves 
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Q*  You  thought  he  needed  immediate  attention?  A. 
o*z4  \\  hy,  lie  did  need  immediate  attention. 

9*  Y  hen  Dr.  Machinek  came  down  who  took  charge  of 
TUr(i  .  ^a(*^inek  and  my  son  took  him  into  the  room. 

(I  Into  his  bed-room?  A.  Yes,  sir.  Dr.  Machinek  took  entire 
\  laige  of  him,  and  I  called  the  janitor  from  downstairs  and  he 
helped  Dr.  Machinek. 

(i.  DuriiiK  that  day,  Mrs.  Cramer -  A.  This  was  Thursday, 

March  10th. 

Q.  During  that  day  who  attended  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Dr.  Machi¬ 
nek  took  entire  charge  of  him. 

Q.  Mho  administered  the  medicine  given  him?  A  Dr  Machi 
nek. 

Q.  Did  you  administer  any  of  it?  A.  Not  a  drop. 

Q.  Did  you  administer  any  pellets  even?  A.  Not  a  drop  of 
medicine  of  any  kind,  pellets,  liquid,  or  anything  else,  during  his 
whole  illness  m  my  house. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  medicine  Dr.  Machinek  was  giving  him? 

A.  Ao,  sir,  I  hadn't  the  slightest  idea 

Q  You  were  not  told?  A.  No,  sir; 'never  was  told  anything 
about  it.  J  H 

Q.  When  did  you  telegraph  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  relatives?  A.  On 
the  morning  of  March  11th;  Friday  morning. 

«•>-  (,'  "H'  “P4  beTfore?  A-  I  suggested  to  Dr.  Machinek— 

■S->  at  least  I  asked  Dr.  Maelnnek  if  he  thought  I  ought  to 

notify  his  grandson  He  said  that  he  would  not  then,  but 
would  wait ;  that  Mr.  Ilurd’s  condition  would  change  in  a  very  short 
while;  he  would  either  improve  very  much  or  he  would  die.' 

Q.  When  did  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  arrive?  A.  Dr.  Hurd  came  on 
rndav  evening  some  time. 

Q.  W'lmt  was  Mr  Fenton  Hurd’s  condition  during  Thursday, 
Mrs  Cramer?  A.  During  the  forenoon  1  was  quite  busy  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  condition  of  the  bath-room  and  the  halls  and  his  room 
and  straightening  things  up,  for  he  was  taken  very  suddenly,  and 
I)r.  Machinek  attended  to  him.  He  seemed  very  ill,  expecting  him 
to  die  every  moment  at  first.  He  improved  verv  much,  so  much 
so  that  I  went  to  my  office  at  one  o’clock.  Dr.  Machinek  assured 

back  *'  16  W°U W  take  <are  °f  hil"  and  look  !,fter  him  until  I  came 

i  q'oa1'?*  ,sme  <H<?  you  return?  A-  I  returned  about  four- 

time  3:3°’  half  P3St  '  iree  °r  'c°'"e,hing;  I  can’t  say  exactly  what 

Q.  And  how  was  he  then?  A.  Oh,  very  much  better;  almost 
himself  again.  ’ 

Q.  What  was  his  condition  that  evening?  A.  About  five  o’clock 
he  attempted  to  get  up,  out  of  bed. 

Q  And  what  happened?  A  And  he  was  taken  with  another 
spell,  and  would  have  fallen  had  I  not  caught  him.  I  called  mv 
son  again  and  called  in  Dr.  Machinek. 

son  u What  'V<T“,  M,r'  Fenton  Hurd’s  condition  then?  A 
826  He  was  very  sick  then;  very  sick;  I  thought  he  was  dving 
again.  I  ran  up  myself  after  Dr.  Machinek,  and  told'  Dr. 
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Machinek  that  I  thought  Mr.  Ilunl  really  was  dving  now.  and  he 

came  immediately  and  stayed  with  him.  I  could'not  say  how  lone 

he  stayed,  but  lie  was  there  the  better  part  of  the — off  and  on  all 
nigDt;  all  evening. 

n,Q\|CTyiU  reca!1  wha*  '.lour  >*  "«*  that  you  went  up  for  him, 

1|,i'nL  r'i'lnf|k\°",,  ia'  ,0Was,0!‘?  Ah,"lf  half  past  five,  or  some- 
limk  like  that  1  can  t  say  just  when.  Mr.  Birney;  it  mav  have 

been  earlier  and  it  may  have  been  later;  I  can’t  just  sav. 

' 011  Know  t,le  mirse>  Hannan,  who  has  testified9  \ 

''  elb  1  know  she  was  his  nui*se. 

H,!iit?)"V'  v  know  her  before  she  was  called  in  to  attend  Mr. 

1 1 urd  •  A.  Ao,  sir,  I  never  saw  her  before 

Q.  Where  was  her  apartment.?  A.  Right  next— second  door 
lioin  me  on  the  same  floor;  second  floor. 

there  Y°U  had  "°  at<l"ai,'tance  with  her?  A.  Never  knew  she  was 

l  1?'.  -I',1.10  rr1'0!1  'ler?  A-  I,r-  -'htehinek  told  me  about  her.  but 
1  don  t  think  he  had  ever  met  her;  1  don’t  remember  that 

Q.  She  came  m  and  how  long  a  time  .lid  she  stav  with  von* 
I1-  /  *  ™"  rememlKT  rightly  the  janitor  went  to  her  apartment 
and  told  her  I  "anted  her  She  came  m  that  evening  and  staved 
with  him  until  Sunday  morning. 

'S-7  (i\  0n  COdav  evening,  before  I)r.  Ilurd  arrived  at  the 

apartment,  did  von  try  to  get  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  to  pav  I)r 
Machinek  s  fee?  A.  Oh.  mercy  no;  no.  sir.  ' 

i  V'njd  '0U  ;av'  anything  to  him  about  it?  A.  No.  sir.  We 
hadn  t  dismissed  Dr.  Machinek  vet. 

Q.  Did  you  say  on  Thursday  evening  to  Miss  Hannan,  the  nurse 

hat  it  was  useless  to  continue  to  give  Mr.  Hurd  medicine  when 

it  would  help  him  to  live,  when  she  knew  she  didn’t  want  to  do  it 

and  that  he  was  old  and  you  were  sure  he  would  die9  \  No  sir’ 

1  had  no  such  conversation  with  the  nurse  whatever  . 

Q-  Or  with  anybody  else?  A.  Or  with  no  one  else-  no  such 
conversation.  M,cn 

0.  What  effort  did  you  make  to  restore  Mr.  Hurd9  \  Every 
tS.,s  "A1"  "'"'e  world.  1  called  in  Dr.  Machinek  and  we  all  did 
l  A  .e1I,  I)r;  /hnd  got  there  on  Friday  evening  did  you 
i  A.V'.i'1  ,;l'k  'vl,h  him  m  the  diniiig-rooni ?  A.  After  the 
(".ton.  left  that  night,  I  did;  not  before;  after  they  left  that  night 
Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  Dr.  I.ee  Hurd  sav  about  vour h-.Wn « 
employed  a  doctor  for  his  grandfather?  A.  Dr.  Lee'  Hurd  'a.d 

i  ,S  ‘T  iad  vmi  llave  foiled  in  a  doctor  so  hurriedly 
and  didn  l .  let  him  die  since  he  is  anxious  to  die:  it  would  h  ive 
saved  us  all  lots  of  trouble  and  expense  *’  11  01  l  ne 

\  V1  ArC!';UTi  din  M,r  Fen,,‘"  lr'""l  «*h  to  die  or  sav  so9 
*  e,  ’  ir’  I1®  did.  aftcr  his  grandson  arrived.  *  ‘  ’ 

''  hat  did  he  sav  about  it?  \  He  u . 

I^ndker.-lnef  „i,l,  .I.W., 

on .  in'*.i«otT  and  .ill,,  J.| 

Q.  How*  many  times  did  he  ask  you  to  do  that?  A.  A  number 
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of  times,  Mr.  Birney.  Every  time  I  went  in  the  room,  almost,  lie 
would  say,  “Laury,  will  you  give  me  a  handkerchief'  with  some 
chloroform  on  it?” 

Q-  What  answer  did  you  make  him?  A.  1  said,  “That  will  l>e 
all  right,  Mr.  Hurd;  you  go  to  asleep;  I  will  take  good  care 

82<J  of  vou.” 

•/ 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  you  would  give  him  chloroform?  A. 
No,  sir.  1  said,  “You  go  to  sleep,  Mr.  Hurd,  as  that  is  all  right;  I 
will  take  good  care  of  you.” 

Q  Did  you  ever  intend  to  give  him  chloroform?  A.  No.  sir; 
you  know  I  didn’t. 

Q-  How  soon  after  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  got  there  that  night  did  he  seek 
to  get  any  of  his  grandfather’s  possessions?  A.  It  was  while  we 
were  in  the  dining  room,  Lee  Hurd  and  myself  talking,  and  mv 
two  children  there. 

Q.  By  “your  two  children,”  whom  do  you  mean?  A.  Ford  and 
his  wife. 


Q-  Now,  what  was  said  by  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  He  asked  me  if  l 
would  go  in  his  grandfather’s  room  with  him — at  first  be  asked  me 
if  I  knew  where  the  tin  box  was  that  his  grandfather  had  spoke  to 
him  about,  and  I  said  “Yes;  it  is  in  Mr.  Hurd’s  bureau  drawer.” 
He  said,  “Will  you  go  in  there  with  me  to  get  it?”  1  said:  “Yes. 
I  will  go  with  you.”  Rather,  he  asked  me  first  to  go,  and  I  said  I 
wouldn’t  go  alone.  I  said,  “I  will  go  with  you.”  And  1  went  in, 
down  the  hall  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  door,  with  Lee  Hurd,  and  we  both 
stood  together  in  the  door  when  the  nurse  said  he  was  asleep  and 
she  didn’t  wish  him  to  be  disturbed.  I  turned  to  the  Doctor  and 
said,  “We  will  have  to  put  this  off  now;  we  can’t  go  in;  Mr.  Hurd 
is  asleep.”  I  went  back  into  my  dining-room,  and  after  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  he  asked  me  if  I  would  not  go  in  and  try  to  get  it  again.  I 
>aid  If  \ on  want  that  \ou  will  have  to  get  it  yourself,  and  wait 
until  morning  to  do  so;  and  there  was  no  more  said  about  it. 
830  Q.  Upon  your  going  into  the  room  where  Mr.  Hurd  lay! 

did  the  nurse  say  at  any  time  that  she  was  not  going  to  stand 
for  any  more  of  this  crooked  work,  or  anything  to  that  effect?  A. 

No,  sir.  She  -said  he  was  asleep,  and  didn’t  wish  him  disturbed 
Crooked  work! 


Q.  Did  you  tell  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  that,  to  satisfy  his  grandfather’s 
mind,  you  had  promised  to  give  him  chloroform,  and  would  give 
him  something  to  finish  him?  A.  Mercy,  no. 

Q  Or  anything  to  that  effect?  A.  Never,  no,  sir;  it  is  untrue; 
absolutely  false. 

Q.  What  tin  box  was  this?  A.  A  little  tin  box  that  Mr.  Hurd 
kept  his  private  papers  in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  was  in  it?  A.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Hurd  had  often 
told  me  what  was  in  it.  He  told  Lee  Hurd,  in  mv  presence  that  1 
would  give  it  to  him  after  his  death. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  about  Dr.  Machinek  that  he  was  a  dope  fiend 
and  a  broken  down  doctor?  A.  Did  I  ever  say  that  to  whom? 

Q.  To  Lee  Hurd,  or  any  other  person  at  that  time?  A.  No  sir 

never. 
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,uid/°l;  hv®  a.ny  knowledge  of  Dr.  Machinek’s  habits  in  anv 
particular  A.  No,  sir,  I  never  knew  Dr.  Machinek,  and  didn’t  know 
anyone  who  was  acquainted  with  him. 

xmi  t?'-  "  hat  papers  or  Uioks  of  any  kind  did  Dr.  Lee  Hurd 
S  >  night*  °D  ndU'V  nlgLt’  if  a,,y?  A  Nothing  on  Friday 

Q.  When  did  he  come  back  to  the  apartment?  A.  This  was  on 
Saturday  morning. 

Q.  And  what  occurred  then  in  resect  to  his  getting  anv  of  hi« 
grandfathers  effect?  A.  Well,  we  were  clianging  Mr.  Hurd,  and 
changing  his  bed,  and  he  went  to  the  drawer  and  opened  the  ton 
bureau  drawer,  and  took  out  the  tin  box  and  Mr.  Hurds  kevs-  took 
them  into  the  parlor.  *  ’ 

Q.  ''ell,  what  further?  A.  Then,  when  he  went  to  the  hotel  he 
took  that  box  with  linn.  I  don’t  know  whether  he  unlocked  the 
took  any  books  with  him  then  or  not;  1  can  t  say.  lie  took  the  box 
to  tiie  note!  with  him,  and  the  keys. 

Q.  When  did  he  first  go  to  the  desk? 

f  ord .  A  ou  ale  talking  ahoiit  I.ee  now.  are  vou^ 

Mr.  Birney:  Yes,  sir. 

A.  I  can’t  remember  about  that;  I  don’t  remember  just  when  he 
w’ent  to  the  desk  He  had  the  keys  and  the  desk  drawer  was  locked. 

Q  What  desk  was  that,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  In  ,„v  desk*  in 
my  dining-room. 

(I  Who  had  access  to  that  desk?  A.  The  whole  family. 

Q.  \\  as  it  kept  locked  or  not?  A.  Occasionally  the  old  gentleman 
would  keep  the  lower  drawer  of  the  desk  locked,  but  never  the  ton 
part  that  we  all  used;  we  all  used  that. 

,s IImv  was  the  top  part  constructed?  A.  Well  the  lid 

would  drop  down;  a  dropping  lid.  and  pigeon  holes,  like  any 
other  desk.  J 

Q.  What  was  in  the  drawer,  or  was  there  more  than  one  drawer? 
A.  Only  one  drawer. 

Q.  Vi  hat  was  in  that?  A.  His  books.  His  account  books  with  his 
Minnesota  property. 

Q.  Was  that  always  kept  locked?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  pajiers  in, (lie  desk?  A.  No,  not  anv  more  than 
our  writing  material. 

Q.  Any  letters,  or  things  of  that  sort?  A.  I  may  have  had  let¬ 
ters;  left  letters  in  there,  something  of  that  kind;  we  all  used  it 
Q.  Now  when  was  it  that  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  came  to  the  apartment? 
A.  Bvron  ITurd  came  to  our  apartment  early  Sunday  morning  and 
was  stmnhng  in  my  dining-room  when  I  went  into  the  dining-room 
y.  \\  hat  books  and  papers,  if  any,  had  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  taken  awav 
up  to  that  time.  A  To  my  best-  recollection,  Lee  Ilurd  took  the 
books  to  the  hotel;  I  cant  tell  you  just  what  time;  and  brought 
them  back  and  put  them  in  the  desk  and  locked  them  tin  On  Sun 
day  morning,  when  they  removed  the  old  gentleman  to  the  hospital 
Byron  Hurd  took  the  books— unlocked  the  desk  drawer  took  the 
books  out,  wrapped  them  in  a  piece  of  paper,  and’ put  them 
833  under  his  arm  and  took  them  away  with  him. 

Q.  What  search,  if  any,  did  they  make  of  the  desk?  A. 
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None  whatever  to  our  part;  to  the  top  part  of  the  desk,  none  what¬ 
ever. 

Q.  After  he  had  taken  the  books  out  of  the  drawer  and  had  gone 
with  them,  did  you  2:0  to  the  desk?  A.  On  Sunday. 

or  Sunday?  A.  Sunday,  yes,  sir. 

(J.  Please  look  at  this  latter  which  I  now  show  you,  being  the 
same  shown  Mr.  Fenton  Ilurd  at  his  examination,  and  marked  “De¬ 
fendants  Exhibit  (t  for  Identification  ’,  and  say  if  you  found  that 
envelope,  with  its  contents,  upon  that  occasion,  and  if  so  where?  A. 
1  found  this  envelope  in  one  of  the  pigeon  holes  under  some  un¬ 
addressed,  plain  envelope-  in  the  desk — in  my  desk. 

Q.  In  whose  handwriting  is  the  superscription  of  the  envelope  and 
of  the  two  papers  within  it?  A.  That  is  Mr.  Fenton  .T.  Hurd’s 
handwriting.  All  of  it  is  in  Mr.  Hurd’s  own  handwriting. 

Q.  All  that  appears  on  both  papers  and  the  envelope?  A.  Yes. 
sir.  On  the  little  slip  is  Mr.  Hurd  s  handwriting,  and  on  the  en¬ 
velope,  and  the  letter,  is  Mr.  Hurd’s  own  handwriting. 

Mr.  Birxey :  The  envelope  and  its  contents  are  offered  in  evi¬ 
dence,  and  asked  to  be  spread  upon  the  record. 

(The  two  papers  and  the  envelope  referred  to  are  marked  by  the 
Examiner  “For  Identification  J.  A.  L.  Nos.  15,  lfi  and  17.) 
•S34  See  Exhibit  Two  to  answer  of  defendant  Cramer  to  original 
bill. 


Q.  Did  you  read  the  contents  of  the  envelope  at  that  time?  A.  It 
was  unsealed ;  yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Hurd  which  you 
found  in  the  desk — did  you  find  any  letters  from  Mr.  Ross?  A.  Oh. 
I  found  a  package  of  letters  from  Mr.  Ross,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  them?  A.  I  handed  them  to  Lee 
Hurd  when  he  came  back  that  afternoon. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  give  him  this  letter?  A.  I  didn’t  consider 
that  was  for  him.  It  was  to  be  mailed  after  Mr.  Hurd’s  death  to  his 
son  Byron,  and  I  didn’t  want  them  to  see  it,  because  T  knew  that  it 
would  make  hard  feeling  while  the  old  man  lived,  and  I  always  tried 
to  avoid  that  if  I  possibly  could. 

Q.  Did  you  find  any  other  books?  A.  I  found  a  little  check 
stub — cdieck  book  or  something  of  that  kind,  which  I  have  turned 
over  to  you,  Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  what  it  was?  A.  A  little  check  book  of  some 
kind;  I  don’t  remember  what  it  was;  it  didn’t  seem  to  have  anything 
on  it;  I  might  have  thrown  it  away;  it  had  nothing  on  it* 
835  just  a  stub. 

Q.  No,  you  are  quite  right ;  I  have  it.  Have  you  ever  seen 
any  other  books  than  those  which  are  now  shown  you,  being  all 
the  books  produced  and  put  in  evidence  by  the  plaintiffs?  A.  Yes, 
sir,  there  was  a  larger  book;  a  thick,  larger  book  than  this. 

Q.  Larger  than  the  largest  of  these?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  others?  A.  No,  sir;  no,  sir,  I  didn’t  see  any 
others. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  larger  book?  A.  Byron  Hurd  took  it 
away  with  him. 
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Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  it  since0  A  No  sir  Ho  *^1, 
on  the  morning  that  they  took  the  old  gen&man.  “ 

Mr  Fentoi  'nuriTw?  Iv")  l™****101'  no'v>  "r  have  you  had  since 
menionnm.Kl  f  "  «dnng  on  any  books  of  account,  or  anv 
sir  no  b<  kS  °f  a,,y  klnd  wl,lch  belonged  to  him?  A.  No 

j  iju,  j*ir. 

n'  JJ.av®y°u  seen  any  stieh?  A.  No,  sir. 

,hlt  D“  r  .,Hunl  sav  to  y°"  either  Saturday  or  Sunday  that 
there  was  a  diary  that  was  missing?  A.  No  dr  ‘  ' 

book?  lyNo;esir.‘°  hil"  that  ',rol,ably  ,h’e  had  swiped  the 

000  ,  ^.r-  J-ee  Hurd  at  that  time  tell  you  that  his 

836  grandfather  had  only  $40,000  left,  and  that  a' good  deal  of 

ten  it?  A  No" sir  "**'  'i  'ne’  and  ,bl1*  ?0lne  "oman  must  have  got- 

0  I»idmiie"u4'f  iike  !!li,t?  A-  N°;  "Othi-g  of  that  kind. 

H.  I  id  !i<  tell  you  the  exte . .  his  grandfather’s  estate9  \ 

No.  sir:  never  talked  of  it  t„  „ie  at  all.  '  '• 

,  •?'  ,V"!  •vo"  sav  to  bint,  in  answer  to  that,  or  something  stated  bv 
hum  that  you  were  surprised;  you  thought  he  was  a  millionaire 
and  >0,1  could  not  imagine  who  could  have  gotten  the  money  and 
that  you  thought  maybe  May  Eckert  had  gotten  a  lot  of  h’  \ 
Never  talked  about  it  to  f.ee  Hurd  in  mv  life. 

Q.  Hid  you  say  this,  or  anything  like  it:  That  von  thought  Mav 
Fekert  had  gotten  thousands;  that  he  had  bought  a  piano  for* her 

housed  A  Mr"lt  "lT"  'm®  s>'"1  i1'1"  he  bad  furnished  her 

e  .  i  t  ■)'  M,r  .I,;lrd.8<’UKlit  a  piano  for  May  Eckert,  but  how  much 
he  paid  lor  ,t  I  don  t  know.  I  would  not  have  known  that  but 
be  bought  it  from  a  friend  of  mine. 

Q.  I  he  (piestion  is  did  von  tell  I.ee  Hurd  anything  of  that  kind? 

'  '  neNcr  ,n bxed  about  it  to  Lee  TIurd  in  mv  life. 

,  fe  ,'"'{1  SIV1,",’  v,m  bis  grandfather  had  not  lived 
.md  boarded  with  Mrs.  Eckert  for  a  numlier  of  years,  and  had  not 
seen  her,  and  how  could  it  be  that  the  year  before  he  disposed  of 

sq-  '.I  ,,°  ber’  !  .  '  u‘  bad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it9 

A.  Lee  Hurd  said  this  to  me? 

Q.  Yes.  Did  he  say  anything  of  that  kind  to  you9  \ 
lie  never  mentioned  Mrs.  Eckert’s  name  to  me. 

Q.  And  did  you  sav  at  any  time  to  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  that  perhaps 
the  nurse  went  in  Mr.  T'enton  Hurd’s  room  and  got  the  inonev9  \ 
ao:  ridiculous.  *  *  *  *  * 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  had  anv  monev  about 
him  when  lie  was  taken  sick?  A.  Lee  TTurd  took  out  of  his  coat 
pocket  hanging  in  the  closet  a  pocket-book  with,  T  think,  eight  dol¬ 
lars  ten  dollars;  T  can  t  remember  just  how  much. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  other  money  that  Mr.  Fenton  ITurd 
had  about  him?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd’s  carrying  any  large  sum 
of  money  on  his  person?  A.  T  knew  he  carried  money  at  times: 
sometimes  he  had  quite  a  good  bit.  and  sometimes  he  did  not 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  “a  good  bit”?  A.  About  a  hundred  or 
so  dollars. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  >ecret  pocket  in  his  clothing?  A. 
I  know  he  had  it,  yes. 

Q-  How  do  you  know  it?  A.  I  have  seen  him  go  in  there  many 
a  time  and  fish  out  an  old  pocketbook  and  take  it  out.  He  kept  it 
on  the  inside  of  his  vest;  some  place  down  in  there. 

838  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  upon  him,  other  than  this 
small  sum  in  his  pocketbook  at  the  time  of  his  illness?  A. 

No,  sir. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  was  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  a  stingy  man?  A.  Onlv 
with  himself. 

Q-  Explain,  please,  what  you  mean?  A.  Why,  he  didn’t  want  to 
buy  nice  clothes  and  shoes,  and  those  things,  but  he  was  never  stingy 
with  me. 

Q.  How  did  he  dress?  A.  Poorly. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  him,  if  anything,  about  it?  A.  I  was 
always  after  him,  Mr.  Bimev,  about  dressing  better  and  buying  bet¬ 
ter  clothing,  and  told  him  a  man  of  his  means  could  afford  to  dress 
better,  and  he  should  dress  better.  I  was  very  proud  of  him  when 
he  was  dressed  up;  he  was  a  very  good  looking  old  gentleman  indeed, 
and  when  he  was  dressed  he  looked  better  altogether:  and  he  was 
proud  of  himself  when  1  would  make  him  put  on  a  respectable  suit: 
but  he  would  not  buy  anything  new  for  himself;  didn’t  want  it: 
he  would  always  say.  “This  is  good  enough  for  me.” 

Q.  You  have  said  he  was  stingy  only  to  himself.  How  was  he  to¬ 
ward  other  people?  A.  T  considered  him  very  liberal,  Mr.  Birnev. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  out  with  him — did  you  and  other  ladies  go 
out  with  him?  A.  Often. 

Q.  And  when  you  did.  who  paid  the  expenses?  A.  Mr.  TTurd.  to 
be  sure. 

839  Q.  Do  you  recall  any  particular  excursions?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  them,  please.  A.  Went  to  Marshall  Hall  with 

different  ones,  1  will  say  four  or  five  times;  took  plank  shad  dinners: 
he  was  very  fond  of  going  and  went  every  year,  sometimes  twice  a 
year:  went  to  the  theater  on  several  occasions:  car  riding;  Chesa¬ 
peake  Beach  and  different  places. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  New  York  who  paid  the  expenses?  A. 
Mr.  Hurd  paid  them,  with  the  exception  of  one  time  T  bought  the 
tickets,  and  that  was  to  get  him  to  go.  He  declared  he  was  not  going, 
and  I  knew  when  I  bought  the  ticket  and  showed  it  to  him  that  he 
would  go. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  Lee  Hurd  that  his  grandfather  grumbled 
when  he  had  to  pay  his  board?  A.  No. 

Q.  And  that  if  be  went  out  and  bought  a  loaf  of  bread  be  would 
dun  you  for  five  cents  until  you  paid  it.  and  be  never  gave  you  a 
cent?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  anything  like  that?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Airs.  Cramer,  T  show  you  now  a  paper  dated  April  25th.  1905. 
which  was  identified  by  Mr.  Hurd  when  he  was  examined,  and 
marked  for  identification  Defendants’  Exhibit  “E,”  and  ask  you 
if  that,  is  in  his  handwriting?  A.  You  don’t  mean  this  underneath? 

Q.  No.  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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S40  Q.  The  purl  in  ink,  you  mean,  is?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Is  the  little  paper  pinned  to  it  also  in  Mr.  Hurd’s  hand¬ 
writing?  A.  ^  es.  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  those  two  papers?  A.  lie  gave  them  to 
me. 


Q.  W  hat  did  lie  say,  if  \ 
He  said  in  ease  anything 
them,  because  he  knew  I 
hold  of  it. 


'on  recall,  when  he  gave  them  to  you?  A. 
happened  to  me  he  wanted  me  to  have 
would  never  get  anything  after  they  got 


Mr.  Birxey  :  1  he  two  papers  are  offered  in 
l>e  spread  upon  the  record,  and  the  originals 
trial. 


evidence,  the  same  to 
to  be  produced  at  the 


(  I  he  two  papers  referred  to  are  marked  bv  the  Examiner  “For 
identification  J.  A.  L.  Nos.  1«S  and  19, ”  respectively,  and  are  copied 
into  the  record  herewith,  as  follows:) 


(No.  18.) 

In  case  of  my  death  I  give  to  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer  my  Fur 
overcoat  as  presin t  to  her  for  her  kindness  to  me. 

Washington  D.  C.  Apr  25th  1905 

F.  J.  HURI).” 


,  (No.  19.) 

‘In  case  of  my  death  here  in  Washington  1  give  to  Mrs  Laura  R. 
Cramer  what  money  there  is  on  my  purson  excep  enough  to  bear  the 
funeral  expenses 
Jan  6th  1910 

F.  J.  HURI).*’ 

841  By  Mr.  Birx  ey  : 


Q*  Hid  Byron  Hurd,  or  his  wife,  at  any  time  ask  vou  if  Mr.  Fen¬ 
ton  Ilurd  had  given  you  money?  A.  Never  in  their  lives. 

Q.  Was  there  any  conversation  on  that  topic  between  vou  and 
Byron  Hurd  or  Mrs.  Fannie  Hurd,  or  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A.  Between 
none  of  the  Hurds  and  myself,  no,  sir:  never  mentioned  money  to 
me.  or  me  to  them. 


Q.  They  never  asked  you  if  you  had  received  money  from  him? 
A.  No,  sir,  never. 

Q.  W  hat  visits,  if  any.  did  Byron  Hurd  pay  to  his  father  here  in 
Washington?  A.  He  visited  us  on  an  inauguration,  1905,  1  think 
it  was;  it  was  an  inauguration,  anyhow,  and  stayed  two  days. 

Q.  WTiere  did  he  stay  during  that  visit?  A.  At  my  house. 

_  Q.  Did  he  sleep  with  his  father?  A.  He  slept  with  his  father. 
I  hat  was  on  14th  street.  He  visited  me  again  in  the  De  Soto,  when  T 
had  the  apartment  that  faced  18th  street,  and  stayed  there  two 
days. 

Q.  What  year?  A.  1  can’t  remendxw.  1906  or  1907;  I  can’t 
remember  exactly  the  year;  1906  or  1907.  And  then  he  visited  Mr. 
Hurd  again  when  we  lived  in  the  apartment  facing  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  once  or  twice. 
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Q.  And  how  long  were  these  visits?  A.  Usually  two  days. 

Q.  And  where  did  he  room  on  those  occasions?  A.  His 
84*2  last  visit  to  us  he  slept  with  his  father;  the  time  before  that 
1  put  him  in  my  bed-room  and  1  slept  in  the  parlor. 

Q.  What  visits,  if  any,  did  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  pay  to  his  grand¬ 
father?  A.  Lee  Hurd  visited  us  on  14th  street  and  stayed  a  day  and 
a  night,  and  slept  with  his  grandfather.  He  visited  us  again  in  the 
De  Soto.  1  can’t  saw  once  or  twice. 

Q.  And  where  did  he  stay  during  those  visits?  A.  This  last  visit 
he  stayed  at  the  New  Willard,  or  some  place — no,  he  didn’t  stay  all 
night,  localise  he  brought  his  dress  suit  case  up  to  my  house  and 
used  his  father’s  bed-room  to  change  his  suit. 

Q.  Went  back  to  New  York  that  night?  A.  Went  back  on  the 
sleeper  that  night,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  him  any  other  visits?  A.  I  can’t  recall  just  now. 
His  nephew  did.  Will  Porter,  and  1  can’t  remember  whether  Lee 
Hurd  was  with  him  or  not. 

843  By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  in  your  testimony  on  Saturday  you  spoke  of 
having  found  in  your  desk  an  old  check -book  which  you  had  given 
vour  counsel.  Is  this  the  book?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Birney:  Just  note  that  the  book  is  now  handed  to  counsel 
for  plaintiff. 

Mr.  F  'ord:  Is  that  offered  in  evidence? 

Mr.  Birney:  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  referring  to  Miss  Hannan’s  testimony,  I  will 
ask  you  did  you  tell  Miss  Hannan  after  her  employment  what  the 
medicine  was  which  had  been  prescribed  by  Dr.  Maehinek? 

844  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  tell  her,  either  directly  or  in  substance, 
that  the  pellets  contained  one-sixtieth  of  a  grain  of  strychnia?  A. 
No,  sir;  I  could  not  have  told  her,  for  I  didn’t  know  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  While  at  Whallonsburg,  on  your  visit  in  1908,  did  you  tell 
Mrs.  Fannie  Hurd  that  Mr.  Hurd  would  insult  your  company?  A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  Judge  you  were  going  with  and  were  going  to  marry 
said  not  to  bring  him  back,  and  that  you  didn't  want  him  back? 
A.  Nc,  sir,  never  told  her  anything  of  the  kind;  never. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  something  has  been  said  in  the  testimony  about 
this  person  indicated  as  the  “Judge”.  Were  you  at  any  time  going 
to  marry  such  a  person?  A.  No,  sir:  never  had  any  such  idea,  of 
marrying  him,  or  he  of  marrying  me. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  who  it  is  that  is  referred  to  bv  that  name?  A. 
I  don  t  know  a  Judge  at  all;  it  was  just  a  name  that  was  given  him. 
Mr.  Hurd  preferred  calling  him  “Judge”,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Who  called  him  Judge?  A.  Well,  1  think  Mr.  Hurd  started 
it.  He  was  a  very  intelligent  man.  and  he  called  him  “the  Judge”. 
Q.  When  did  you  first  hear,  and  from  whom,  any  suggestion 
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845  f  \Vhineu°f  J*.  mfril'.g,e  le'wee"  you  and  the  “Judge”’ 
;  I  !  , Uri  either  Mr.  Hurd  or  mvself  receded 

Mr.  Hurd  K'St'"  lT  '‘aurying  the  Judge.' and  I  a.«kS 

would  not  think  hat  l  v  L  of,  "T"'  "\e  Jud«e  ",at  ">en  they 
ried  ",al  1  "as  10  n,i,rrv  him — he  and  1  would  he  mar 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Hurd  upon  that  subieet?  v  t  ,  1 1 

him  it  was  wrom?  for  him  m  1,  .  1  ..  . 11111  Ul).!e(i-  A.  I  told 

lmve  done  it.  I  said  “You  ohMiMi  Vt  an!  . Iie  0USht  not  to 

Q.  Did  vou  ever  tell  !y  o  I  ,  I  I  n,,y«hlnK  Hke  that.” 
the  Judge'’  \  \o  sir-'  no  i  l  ,  •'7,"  'TOre  «oing  to  marry 
•fudge.  '  .  1  f'f>oke  to  hymn  Hurd  about  the 

you  could  'leave^Mr^Hunl  m"  hi <1"1,1  "K  tl,i'1  v,si'-  that  you  wished 
Washington •?  A  No.  sir:  ..Vver m "m.v  «.ch Vhin^*  ^  *° 

Hurd  was  removed  frmViwIIhing't'ir  ^ i ho V1„,,’!^0,:xi|^r-, IFo,,*°o 

small  thing  for  a  man  to  sav  no  r  A;  ,T.h.at  ,s  «  very 

thing;  absolutely  false.  '  ’  *  ne\er  told  him  any  such 

Q.  Did  anything  of  that  kind  happen’  \  Vo  ,v 
'  "  h;;'<y'  Private  ... nver.ai'.in "In.”.  ''vf'1"1  S'-' 

,i.  iw,?„r  VSUft's  T\ 

the  Roach  notes,  and  to  keen  them*  -n  ]  ^no."  that  1  had 

them  anything  about  it  He  denied  t  *1  a‘ ^e<  •  n]c  ^  *  *la<t  told 
tojd  then'-  1  told  him  I  hadn’t  ml  i  ^0?1'  for  f™r  *  Imd 
would  not  a-  long  as  he  was  alive  (  ni  <ln'  thing  about  it.  and 

D.vmn  HuJrfthnf BMr^K«Ulir I Iu«l’ h^V-inle  1’°™*'°"  |<,i<i  vo"  'ell 

l'Tmn  H idTJT"'  •'  "" 

ne2‘r  ?oM  hfnfa^lhSi  oiXrffi"*  °f  ",Bt  kind?  '  No,  sir. 

^  -  -d  Hi,  father? 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  before  I  forget  it  there  i,~  i 
Miout  the  mailing  of  a  pass-book  Um  H  e 

yon  know  anything  about  that  paw-hook ’^T'  v0  D<?  S°fo  Do 
Q-  Djd  you  receive  it?  A .  No.  X  S,r' 

H  "  hat  instructions,  if  anv  if  vm, 

the  disposition  of  Mr.  Hurd’s' mail,  and  by" whom  Xrn  the^nstraT 
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tions  given?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  usually  got  the  mail  himself  in 
•^4/  the  morning  in  our  mail.  If  he  did  not  go  down  to  get  it 
himself  he  would  have  (he  elevator  hoy  bring  it  to  him; 
lang  the  hell  and  Mr.  Hurd  would  go  to  the  door  and  get  the  mail. 
I  \\a>  usually  getting  ready  to  go  to  the  office,  and  there  was  no 
reason  lie  could  not  have  gotten  any  mail  that  was  mailed  to  him. 

Q.  Was  any  order  given  concerning  the  disposition  of  his  mail 
after  his  illness — after  he  left  your  apartment  at  that  time9  A 
By  me? 

Q.  Well,  by  any  person— by  I)r.  Lee  Hurd,  or  anv  other  person. 
A.  Not  that  1  remember. 

Q*  ^  °!1  haven’t  seen  that  pa^s-book,  I  understood  you  to  sav? 
A.  No,  sir,  I  have  never  seen  it. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  was  Mr.  Hurd  a  teetotaler,  or  did  he  drink  any¬ 
thing  at  times?  A.  Mr.  Birney,  may  I  correct _ 

S’  \e?‘.  Nou  as^  nie  there  had  been  anv  disposition 

made  of  his  mail  after  he  had  left  Washington? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  M  hat  was  it?  A.  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  wrote  and  asked  me  to  send 
all  of  his  mail  to  Oreenwich. 

Q.  Was  that  done?  A.  There  was  no  mail  came  for  him.  1 
don  t  remember  any  mail  coming  for  hint. 
fvJN  Q.  What  was  the  extent  of  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd’s  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Dr.  Lee  Hurd’s  children?  A.  1  don’t  think  he 
liad  very  much  acquaintance  with  them,  lie  only  visited  his  home 
a  very  few  times.  [  don't  know  as  he  visited  him  at  all  after  the 
third  child  was  born.  I  don  t  remember  whether  he  did  or  not  \ 
very  slight  acquaintance  with  them. 

Q.  What  gifts  did  Mr  Hurd  tell  you  that  lie  had  made  to  his 

'->hn  V,,n;i  Ar  1  f  Jo  d  nie  ,1lmt  lle  S«ve  his  son  Byron  a  farm. 
oOO  acres,  the  finest  farm  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  told  me 

that  he  gave  him  a  drugstore— l.might  him  a  drugstore  with  the 
nil  equipments,  which  his  son  had  sold  and  spent  the  monev.  He 
toh  me  that  he  bought  him  a  seat  oi,  the  grain  exchange  or  stock 
exchange,  or  something  and  Byron  sold  that  and  spent  the  monev 
and  that  is  why  he  made  Ins  wife,  Fannie,  promise  never  to  sign  a 

s lei  ,et;'  n  a'lfa,nn’  for  ,f,lle  e','er  so,d  i(  lle  "'O''1'1  spend  it. 

‘  1  he-te11  .you  the  value  of  the  farm?  A.  Well,  he 

<  me*  ,ut  ^  (ion’t  remember  exactly. 

Jr  Did  lie  tell  you  of  any  gifts  of  monev?  A.  Oh  ves  sir 

Q  W  hat  are  they,  as  you  recall?  A.  Why,  T  can’t ’recall  all 
of  them,  but  I  know  yearly,  his  birthday  present. 

Q.  Ifow  much  ?  A.  It  may  have  been  a  hundred  dollars  and  it 
may  have  been  two  hundred  dollars;  I  can’t  just  remember  I  think 
I  luue  alieadv  testified  when  his  barn  was  burned 
Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  undertook  to  give  from 
tents  of  a  certain  will  made  bv  Mr.  Hurd  and  ^nokn  f  ^  C-°n~ 
given  in  that  $300  a  month  to  his  son 

any  correction  ^yotmt^imony?  A/  Did  I  say  $300  a  month? 

member  exactly,  but  it  was,  I  think,  $300  a' vear"^  1  <  0"M  n0t  re‘ 

44— 2483a  ‘ 
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v-,0  o'  ?  hat  is  W.hat-  •V0U  ime",lcKl?  A.  Yes,  sir,  $300  a  year 
Q.  In  your  testimony  on  Saturday  vou  testified  in  sub- 

stance,  that  you  (omul  this  letter  addressed  to  Hvron  I 
Hurd  on  .Sunday  after  his  removal  to  the  hospital.  In  your  insweV 

('it?nf  WUh-ie  s,ated  tha.'  af,er  ,lle  removal  of  Mr.  Hurd  front  the 
<  >t>  of  Washington  you  found  it.  Which  is  correct,  Mrs.  Cramer? 

Mr.  l  oKij:  I  object,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  attempt  bv  conn 
sel  to  lead  the  witness  into  a  change  of  her  testimony  ‘ 

A.  On  Sunday  I  found  it,  after  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  V 

)  "!l“ur'det>lan(!mg,  PerhaPs-  >*tween  Mr.  Ilirnev  and  myself 
Q.  Mis.  (  tamer,  it  is  averred  in  the  hill  that  Mr  Fenton  I  ih„.,i 

f ron i*1  M)04  '  I)n m >a  >le  f°F  «  ,,e.riod  .on  yea*  '  c,  K 

r  m  l.M  4.  During  your  acquaintance  with  llvron  Hurd  and  Dr 

l-ee  Hurd,  and  their  respective  families.  wa>  anyth  nu  of  that  ki.wi 

ts?  "ny  ■"  ~  *.  n." " 

™  'x  'irii™  .si  ™"  ",m 

i  ii  (!'!  dle  -“"hject  of  spiritualism?  \  \eVpr  in  his  lif, 

h,S  «R,ndfa,hpI'  ™  '"eapable  on  the  frjg 

vou  any  gifN  oVmoJev  '’nid'v  "°  ,iwe  M  Mr.  Hurd  to  make 

hit"  any  presents  of  money  of 

sa  id  to  "si  m'e.tne! '  'in  "speak  i  ng  1>f  \kt°I  "W  *  tha< 

he  did  no,  treat' usaldS Ire  kdndfl (f an<  hdher.  that  if 

&«•. 

Hold  pretK  anywhere  *£  F«*» 

-n.  Will  you  state  what  you  nfean  h?  that?  ^  Crand' 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

was  afraid  <1f\is1ll,ran<jhhe  dhln’t1  k-no""'*1-!*0  'j'-®  "idl  hif  son  :  he 

do  to  him;  and  he  didn’t  wish  to  live  with  hi"  "S  *  "i'fe  mi«ht 
-lo  you  mean  in  the  latter  yearl?  ftrandson.  because- 

Ho'2  after  him  for  an  inventory0  and'^h;  .^ra,|Ason  was  always 
had  changed  greaMv  he  Wa  Ilw  nt‘,h,d?  *°  hi*  grandson 
him,  and  his  inventory  and  '  aVS  '™nt,n!;  '"('ncv  from 

ferred  no,  ,o  W  annoyed  all  the  time  he°"'  I"8  and  "e  pre- 

strangers  *  e  Preferred  being  amongst 

asked  you  to  aid°him'hf  getting  nio'nov'Vr !'®  'r*  fn,,r  ,or  five  years 

Ves,  sir,  often ;  often.  g  ney  froTn  his  grandfather’  A. 
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Q.  And  what  did  you  do  in  consequence  thereof?  A.  T  always 
tried  to  comply  with  Dr.  Lee  Ilurd’s  wishes  regarding  his  grand¬ 
father.  I  always  asked  the  old  gentleman  to  send  it  to  him,  and 
insisted,  and  at  times  he  would  become  very  much  aggravated  at 
me  for  me  insisting  on  him  sending  his  grandson  money. 

Q-  M  hat,  if  anything,  did  you  say  to  Mr.  Hurd  concerning  his 
son  or  grandson  which  might  in  any  way  prejudice  him  against 
them?  A.  Never  anything  in  my  life. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  that  all  they  wanted  of  him  was  to  have 
him  die  so  they  could  get  his  money?  A.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Hurd 
said  that  otten  and  often,  that  all  his  relatives  wanted  was  for  him 
to  die;  that  he  would  be  of  more  l>enefit  to  them  dead  and  more 
to  me  alive. 

853  Q.  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  has  testified,  in  substance,  that  he 
visited  his  father  once  a  year  during  his  stay  with  you.  Is 

that  correct,  or  tell  11s  how  frequently’  he  did  visit  him  since  1904? 
A.  1903? 

Q.  W  ell,  1903.  A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  three 
times. 

Q-  Mrs.  Cramer,  1  now  want  to  direct  your  attention  to  a  visit 
made  you  by  Mr.  Wallace  D.  McLean,  concerning  which  he  has 
testified.  How  many  visits  did  Mr.  McLean  pay  to  you,  and  how 
many  conversations  had  he  with  you?  A.  At  mv  office? 

854  Q.  At  your  office.  A.  Two. 

Q.  Both  the  interviews  were  at  the  State  Department?  A. 

Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  please  state  the  details  of  the  first  conversation 
with  Mr.  McLean?  A.  Well,  we  had  very  little  conversation.  He 
was  only  there  a  few  moments. 

Q.  W  ell,  tell  just  what  you  remember  concerning  that  interview, 
and  what  passed — who  introduced  him  to  you?  A.  Mr.  Brvan. 
Q.  Mr.  Henry  L.  Bryan?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  what  occurred?  A.  Why,  I  took  him  to  my  desk 

and  he  had  a  seat.  I  don’t  remember  just  exactly  what  did  occur; 

a  very’  little. 

*/ 

Q  you  apologize  to  Mr.  McLean  for  not  having  come  to  see 
him?  A.  T  had  no  apology  to  offer  Mr.  McLean  whatever. 

Q.  Well,  you  didn’t  apologize?  A.  No,  sir;  I  didn’t. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  interview  discuss  Mr.  Fenton  Hurds’  habits? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q*  Did  you  tell  Mr.  McLean  that  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  was  verv 
stingy — very  close  with  his  money,  that  he  dressed  shabbily,  and 
that  it  was  with  great  effort  you  got  him  to  buy  anything  new  for 
his  person?  A.  I  may  have  said  something  about  him  not 

855  buying  any  clothing,  and  not  wanting  to  buy  clothes  for 
himself;  T  may  have  said  that,  but  not  that  Mr.  Hurd  was 

very  sting}’. 

Q.  Well,  what,  if  anything,  was  said  about  your  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Hurd’s  business  transactions?  A.  I  told  him  that  I  knew 
very  little  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  business  transactions. 
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Q.  Was  anything  said  by  Mr.  McLean  at  that  interview  con¬ 
cerning  Mrs.  Eckert?  A.  No,  sir. 

^rs-  Chafer?  A.  lie  asked  me  if  I  knew  them. 

'» hat  did  you  tell  him?  A.  I  told  him  I  didn’t;  that  I  knew 
there  was  a  woman  hv  the  name  of  Mrs.  Eckert.  I  won’t  sav  that  T 
didn  t  tell  him  I  knew  Mrs.  Shafer.  I  told  him  l  knew  there  was  a 
woman  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Eckert,  but  I  didn’t  know  her. 

Q.  W  hat  did  you  say  concerning  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  I  told  him  I 
had  a  slight  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Shafer. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  Mrs.  Shafer  was  a  friend  of  yours?  A.  No. 
sir:  she  never  was  a  friend  of  mine. 

Q.  W  hat,  if  anything,  did  Mr.  McLean  say  as  to  Mrs  Shafer 
being  a  spiritualist  at  that  interview?  A.  He ‘asked  me  if  T  knew 
anything  about  Mrs.  Shafer  being  a  spiritualist.  I  said  T  had  noth- 
mg  to  sav  about  Mrs.  Shafer;  I  know  nothing  about  Mrs.  Shafer’s 
affairs;  she  is  a  spiritualist  from  what  Mr.  Hurd  says;  that  is  all  I 
know  about  her  being  a  spiritualist.  Mr.  Hurd  said  she  was. 

o-p  ( ]\v]  Mr-  M<*henn  at  that  interview  ask  you  if  vou  had 
<v>h  received  any  checks  or  drafts  from  Mr.  Hurd9  \  Will 
you  read  that,  please? 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q  ,,)i(1  Mr-  yO-eoti  refer  to  Margaret  E.  Smith?  A.  Not  to  me 
that  day,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  'lid  you  say  that  you  did  not  know  Margaret  Smith 

•'  ,""1  ^er’  -V  J»o.  sir:  her  name  was  not  mentioned. 

1,1  vo"  to  Mr  McLean  at  that  interview  that  Mr  Hurd 

was  very  secretive;  that  he  attended  to  his  business  himseif.  and 

had  his  own  desk,  winch  was  under  lock  and  key,  to  which  vou  did 

Mr  y't'Y  i"'<'oss  '  N"-  never  said  anythin!;  of  the  kind  If 
•Mr.  .McLean. 

L  "\:l  n'  V1'?1  M'"'  ]IIVri1  1,11,1  11  ,lesk  fo  lie  alone  had 

dining-room.  '  ;  1,11  used  the  ?ame  ,lesk  *"  thp 

Q.  He  had  no  other  desk?  A.  The  only  desk  in  the  apartment. 

with  vou’'  'Vt  *°  r  'I'tit  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  mere  roomer 

w,th  >on-  '•  ’  "e'er  said  that  to  Mr.  McLean.  Mr  Hurd  wa< 
more  than  a  roomer  in  that  house. 

Q.  Hid  Mr.  McLean  at  that  interview  ask  you  if  Mr.  Hurd  had 
e\er  made  you  any  presents  of  monev?  A  No  sir 

Q.  °r  otherwise?  A.  No.  sir.  he  never  asked  me  such  a 
oo7  question. 

Q.  Hid  you  tell  him  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  verv  close  and 

•  tingv  old  nion.  and  had  given  you  nothing?  A.  No.  sir 

H.  .\nd  that  you  had  received  no  money  from  him  whatever 
sir  *  1  j.",0,lev  ,kal  He  had  paid  you  for  room  and  board? 

*  o'  i„j  i  1  i  "a°  ">ro  °"1.v  !l  very  short  while  in  mv  office 
Av9j  ‘  w  'o11,,  V"  "IPiin  "Halt  how  long.  Mrs  Cramer9  \ 
Mell.  I  left  Mr  McLean  at  my  desk  and  went  in  to  niy  chief  to 
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attend  to  other  business  matter  .  and  when  I  came  back  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Lean  was  there,  so  I  could  not  have  had  very  much  conversation. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  was  said  at  that  interview  concerning  the 
Loach  notes?  A.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  the  Roach  notes. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  him?  A.  T  told  him  that,  as  well  as  I  can 
remember — I  can’t  remember  just  what  T  did  tell  him  about  those 
Roach  notes;  T  know  I  did  not  admit  that  I  had  them.  Whether 
I  refused  to  tell  him  or  not  T  can’t  remember. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  tell  him.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Because  it  was 
Mr.  Hurd’s  wishes  that  I  should  not  tell  anyone  that  I  had  them, 
an  d  Mr.  Hurd  was  living,  and  I  didn’t  consider  it  fair  to  him  for 
me  to  tell  him. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  called  again  u|>on  you,  as  he  testified,  on  June 
25.  Ts  that  as  von  remember  it?  A.  T  don’t  remember  the  date. 


858 


sir. 


Mr.  Birney. 

Q.  You  remember  that  vou  had  a  second- 


—  A.  (In¬ 
terposing:)  T  remember  that  he  called  the  second  time.  ves. 


Q.  W  hat  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  McLean  on  that 
occasion?  A.  None  at  all.  T  refused  to  talk  to  Mr.  McLean  on 
that  occasion. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  why  you  refused  to  talk  with  him?  A. 
Yes.  sir.  T  told  him  mv  attorneys  would  not  allow  me  to  talk  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  on  that  occasion  say  to  Mr.  McLean  that  you  had 
introduced  NT r.  Hurd  to  one  of  the  banks  here  where  he  cashed 
some  of  his  drafts,  and  that  you  may  have  had  some  cashed  for 
him,  but  if  you  did  vou  gave  the  money  over  to  Mr.  Hurd?  A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  NT r.  McLean  in  that  interview  ask  you  if  you  had  re¬ 
ceived  any  money  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir;  he  asked  me  if 
1  had  received  810.000  from  Mr.  Hurd,  and  T  told  him  T  was  not 
under  oath  and  had  not  any  right  to  tell  him. 

Q.  Did  you  use  the  expression  to  Mr.  McLean  “Well,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Lean,  you  don’t  think  T  was  taking  care  of  Mr.  Hurd  merely  for 
his  board?”  A.  In  what  wav  did  lie  u<e  that? 

Q.  Well,  did  you  say  this  to  Mr.  McLean — tell  Mr.  McLean 
“You  don’t  think  that  T  was  taking  care  of  Mr.  Hurd  merely  for 
his  board?  A.  Mr.  McLean  asked  me  if  Mr.  Hurd  paid  his 
859  board,  and  I  said  T  didn’t  keep  Mr.  Hurd  for  pleasure;  that 
is  the  only  answer  he  got. 

Q:  r)id  Mr.  McLean  then  say  to  you,  “Mrs.  Cramer,  then  you  did 
receive  certain  moneys  from  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  which  you  denied 
the  last  time  I  saw  you?”  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  di(> you  say  to  Mr.  McLean  before  he  left,  “If  you  start 
any  proceedings  of  that  kind.”  referring  to  litigation,  “I  will  show 
up  the  Hurds,  for  T  have  a  stack  of  letters  which  won’t  look  very 
good  when  they  go  in  print”?  A.  No,  sir.  He  never  told  me  he 
was  going  to  start  any  proceedings. 

Q.  He  didn’t  suggest  a  litigation?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  were  present  at  the  taking  of  the  deposi- 
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^fou)\AeY0e".irn,,rd  on  August  12th  last, 

JllJn  i'i  1  P *"  ^  IlnTnn.la's  Talked 

the  foot  of  t he' liOfT  '-ind ' hen '  I  V-  \  '  “v"  [' "J*  tl,rew  me  a8ains‘ 
at  that  time  '  °  pl"‘,,,nR  ",p  •,ro,,n<1  greatly 

:  Jzvr  s ffiaa  t 

tomey  and  myself.  MeUvee.'/Vdl  TOn™  ^ 

tornevT!.n'  the  'Ster"""'? "v I'  °"  °"r  "'!?  "nd  ™  «"*  vour  at- 
obstructin';  the  view  fron  old  (['/ n..'.  t'A y  °V°r  ,,i"  grandfather. 

Q.  Ihnv Close  to 'the  bed  did  \)r  VS"  ..nV'Tff'  "tt1 
directly  against  the  bed  over  hi  g, ''Sat he"  ^  IT‘,rd  S‘°°d 

119  'V-  '"“.grandfather  next  to  him  or  on  the  side  next  to  the 
A’  :A-  °n.  tho  ?,(1°  next  to  Fee  Himl. 

J  And  did  Dr.  TTurd  keep  that  position?  A  Ye «  <ir  fnr  tl.o 

dhiTv"  "T  ho  moved  a  little  Vo  one  Vde 

«md  his  attorney  pushed  him  over  again.  °* 

Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

hoeo  o,'rS.  Crf'rer-  when  did  >'°"  find  the  check-book  which  has 
0  Wh-.TT;!  ’»  }'T  '0,,nse.1?  '•  °n  Sunday  afternoon. 

rr,:Sr  . . .  •*» «-  «•  *. 

Q'  "lli.nl  SuJp-./iT'  *"111'  F'"m’  "  —  Sfc  Hr. 

S!>1  Q-  "hy  duln't  you  give  that  book  to  Dr.  Hurd’  \  1 

bad  Mr  "s!  '  r',S,<  <'r  "-of  nnpnfttmce ;  and.  another  thing,’  it 
,  Mrs  Shafers  name  in  it.  and  I  didn’t  think  Mr  Hurd  wide.l 

them  to  know  any  of  his  affairs.  "islied 

Mt?a!!!  .I'T'11,1  W.)n  *’  ra“l,i'tel  in  vour  communications  about 
O  ,  ;  ,A  hc^t noted  in  communications  to  whom’ 

A1 [I,  dnt  ym.  talked  to  Dr.  Hurd  and  other  members  of  Mr 

mean?  '  ^  Slwfer?  A-  T»  "’hat  manner  do  you' 

Q.  Had  you  ever  mentioned  Mrs.  Shafer’s  nmn^  A  Perhans 
her  name  was  mentioned.  remaps 

swj Jad  >•«'.  *«l.d  'heni t  about  Mr.  Hurd’s  intimaev  with  Mrs 
>  hafer  A.  Ills  nsits  to  Mrs.  Shafer,  yes;  his  visits  to  Mrs  Shafer 
Q.  And  you  kept  that  cheek-book  out  and  didn’t  deliver  it  to  Dr 

Rfi9  f‘"  «ano"  fi'.'  ’  i’  reas^!'  ,llal  there  "as  a  stub  of  a  check 

86.  for  $300  to  Mrs .  Trene  Shafer?  A.  I  did  not  consider  it  anv 

of  Dr.  Hurd  s  affairs.  It  was  Mr.  Hurd’s  check-book.  '  ‘ 
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Q.  Dr.  Ilurd  was  in  possession  of  all  the  other  papers,  was  h< 
A.  1  didn’t  think  anything  about  the  check-book.  1  didn’l 

...  _ _ ii  1  i  •  j  i  i  •-  _  _ 


he  not? 

.  v  <-i  -  — —  uuui.,  x  didn  t  care 

anything  about  it.  only  that  I  saw  Mrs.  Shafer’s  name  in  it,  and 
didn  t  wish  to  give  it  on  that  account. 

Q.  1  notice  that  in  this  check-book  as  produced  by  your  counsel, 
that  the  third  check,  or  the  third  stub  in  the  book  has  been  torn 
out.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that?  A.  I  don’t  know  any¬ 
thing  about  it;  1  don’t  care  anything  about  it. 

Q.  \\  by  didn  t  you  turn  the  check  book  over  to  Mr.  Hurd?  A. 
Oh,  I  ha\en  t  seen  Mr.  Hurd  since.  lie  has  not  been  to  mv  apart¬ 
Q  ^ou  were  at  the  hospital  on  Monday,  were  you  not?  A.  Mr. 
Hurd  was  in  no  condition  to  have  check-books  turned  over  to 
him. 

^  Q.  And  yet  he  was  in  condition  to  talk  to  you  about  the 
Koach  notes?  A.  Acs.  I  did,  because  he  didn’t  want  them  to 
have  them.  He  wanted  me  to  have  them,  and  he  seemed  to  be  in 
fear  of  his  life  where  his  son  Byron  was. 

Q*  A  oil  didn  t  tell  him  that  you  had  in  your  possession  a  check¬ 
book  in  which  there  was  a  check — stub  of  a  check  payable  to  Mrs. 
Irene  Shafer?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  had  withheld  it  in  order  that  his  family  might 
not  know  that  he  had  given  a  check  to  Mrs.  Shafer,  did  you?  A. 
Mrs.  Shafer  never  entered  my  mind  while  visiting  Mr.  liurd. 

Q  \\  hv  didn  t  you  send  it  to  him  after  he  lett?  A.  It  was  not 
of  significance  enough,  or  for  me  to  do  that;  1  sent  him  nothing; 

I  had  no  occasion  to  send  him  anything. 

Q-  A  on  had  received  from  him  checks  drawn  on  the  W  ashing¬ 
ton  Loan  A  r\  rust  Company,  had  you  not?  A.  Yes. 

Q-  Were  they  drawn  from  this  book?  A.  T  don’t  know  what 
book  they  were  drawn  from;  I  didn’t  ask  him. 

Q.  This  was  the  only  check-book  that  you  found  among 
his  papers;  is  not  that  true?  A.  That  is  the  only  one  I  have; 
the  only  one  I  found. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other?  A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  If  you 
have  any  amongst  the  books  then  I  saw  them,  that  is  all;  I  don’t  re- 
meml>er  whether  you  have  any  or  not. 

Q.  And  you  held  on  to  that  and  did  not  disclose  either  to  Dr. 
Hurd.  or  the  Hurds,  or  to  Mr.  Hurd  himself,  or  to  any  other  person 
whatever  than  vour  counsel,  that  you  had  it  in  your  possession?  A. 

I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  present  at  every  session  except  the  one  in  New  York, 
when  the  testimony  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  was  taken,  were  you 
not?  A.  1  think  so.  I  won’t  be  certain. 

Q.  Did  vour  counsel  at  that  time  have  in  his  possession  this  check- 
book?  A.  He  did. 

Q.  Did  he  produce  it  at  any  time?  A.  1  don’t  know  whether  he 

did  or  not ;  that  is  for  vou  to  sav. 

•  • 

Q.  It  was  not  turned  over  to  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  was  it? 
.V.  It  was  turned  over  to  my  counsel,  as  you  see  here. 
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(q^.  M  hen  did  you  turn  it  over  to  him?  A.  I  turned  it  over  to 
him  when  I  turned  over  some  other  papers  ;  I  don’t  remember  the 
day  or  the  date. 

Q.  \\  as  it  belore  this  suit  was  tiled?  A.  Why  certainly 
8(55  not. 

Q.  How  long  after  this  suit  was  filed?  A.  1  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  just  how  long  after. 

Q.  Well,  approximately.  A.  Well,  1  can’t  approximate  that,  for 
1  don't  know. 

Q.  Alter  Mr.  Hurd  left  your  apartment  you  sent  his  trunk  to  him, 
didn’t  you?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  put  the  check-book  in  the  trunk?  A.  It 
never  crossed  my  mind;  I  never  thought  anything  about  it  when  I 
sent  his  trunk;  l  didn  t  consider  he  wanted  it. 

Q  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Hurd  was  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
stubs  of  his  checks?  A.  I  do  not. 

866  Q.  Did  he  board  with  you  at  all  while  you  were  on  Ver- 
mont  Avenue?  A.  A  short  while. 

Q.  IIow  long?  A.  A  very  short  while;  I  was  not  there  very  long. 
Mr.  Ford. 

Q-  Well,  give  us  an  idea  as  to  how  long  it  was.  A.  I  cannot  tell 
you,  sir;  I  don’t  know. 

Q-  Is  your  memory  very  poor?  A.  My  memory  is  not  poor, 
but  I  have  other  things  more  important  to  memorize  than  when  mv 
roomers  were  there  and  when  they  were  not  there. 

8(57  Q.  If  Mr.  Hurd  made  a  statement  to  the  members  of  his 
family,  or  to  any  of  them,  that  you  had  told  him  vou  were 
going  to  increase  the  rate  of  his  hoard  to  ten  dollars  a  week,  it  was  an 
untrue  statement,  was  it?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  told  me  he  wrote  that 
He  said  lie  did  it  because  his  grandson  was  dunning  him  for  monev 
all  the  time. 

Q.  When  did  he  tell  you  that?  A.  He  told  me  that  often;  1  could 
not  tell  vou  how  manv  times. 

Q.  And  you  never  did  try  to  raise  his  board?  A.  Certainly  not. 
Q-  How  did  it  happen  that  it  was  increased  from  seven 
.86<S  to  eight?  A.  That  was  his  own  doings. 

Q.  You  didn’t  suggest  it?  A.  No,  I  never  suggested  it. 

( l  When  did  you  retain  counsel  in  this  case.  Mrs.  Cramer?  \ 

1  don’t  remember  the  date. 

Q.  ITow  long  before  the  suit  was  filed?  A.  You  would  have  to _ 

1  would  have  to  see  some  of  the  papers  to  tell;  1  could  not  tell  you 
Q.  Tt  was  before  your  last  interview  with  Mr.  McLean?  A.  Oh 
it  surely  was. 

869  Q.  The  testimony  shows  that  Mr.  MeLean  called  on  vou 
about  the  loth  of  April  for  the  first  visit.  How  soon  after 
that  was  it  that  you  retained  counsel?  A.  I  don’t  remember 
Q.  Had  you  retained  counsel  before  that?  A.  Before  what? 

Q.  Before  Mr.  McLean  called  on  vou.  A.  The  first  time*? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Why,  no. 

Q.  W  hat  was  it  in  Mr.  McLean’s  statement  to  vou  that  led  vou  to 
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retain  counsel?  A.  I  didn't  say  that  Mr.  McLean’s  statement 

870  led  me  to  retain  counsel. 

Q.  Well,  was  there  anything  in  Mr.  McLean’s  statement 
that  led  you  to  retain  counsel?  A.  2s o. 

Q,  Then  what  was  it  that  led  you  to  retain  counsel?  A.  1  decline 
to  answer  that. 

Q.  You  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  all  of  the  transactions  be¬ 
tween  you  and  Mr.  Hurd  were  entirely  fair  and  bona  fide,  were  you? 
A.  I  supposed  so,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  doubt  about  it?  A.  Not  in  the  least. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  you  supposed  so?  A.  Well,  1  am  sure  I 
thought  so. 

Q.  And  yet,  after  Mr.  McLean's  visit  to  you,  you  thought  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  retain  counsel?  A.  J  retained  counsel/ 

y.  Didn't  you  think  it  necessary?  A.  It  was  necessary,  yes. 
y.  What  counsel  did  you  retain?  A.  Mr.  Birney. 

y.  And  he  has  been  your  counsel  ever  since?  A.  He  surely 

871  has. 

y.  Did  you  advise  with  any  other  attorney  before  consult¬ 
ing  Mr.  Birney?  A.  I  did  not. 

y.  Mrs.  Cramer,  when  did  Mr.  Hurd  first  give  you  any  money? 
A.  1904. 

Q.  Had  he  made  any  gifts  of  any  sort  to  you  previous  to  that?  A 
No,  sir. 

y.  What  was  the  first  amount  that  you  got  from  him?  A.  $6,000. 
y.  What  was  the  occasion  of  his  giving  you  that?  A.  He  had 
made  a  deposit  on  a  house  on  University  Place,  and  had  me  go  to 
look  at  the  house  with  a  friend  of  mine,  Mrs.  Smith.  We  didn't  like 
the  house  and  told  Mr.  Hurd  that  we  didn't  like  the  house.  He  said, 
well,  he  wanted  me  to  have  a  home  for  us  to  live  in,  and  that  if  1 
didn’t  want  that  house  lie  would  give  me  the  equivalent  to  it,  $6,000, 
and  I  could  buy  any  house  1  wanted  with  it,  or  I  could  keep  it. 

y.  Then  that  $6,000  was  not  given  in  consideration  of  daughterly 
care  and  attention,  was  it?  A.  No,  sir. 

y.  What  was  the  consideration  for  that?  A.  Mr.  Hurd 

872  gave  me  that  because  he  was  going  to  buy  me  a  home  to  live 
in. 

y.  Well,  what  was  the  consideration  for  it?  A.  I  didn't  ask  him 
what  consideration  he  was  giving  it  to  me  under. 

y.  Did  you  give  him  any  consideration  for  it?  A.  He  was  in  my 
house  at  the  time,  and  he  gave  it  to  me  because  he  was  going  to  buy 
a  home  for  me,  for  him,  Mr.  Hurd,  my  son  and  myself. 

y.  That  still  does  not  answer  my  question.  Did  you  give  him 
anything  in  return  for  it?  A.  He  didn’t  ask  me  for  any  considera¬ 
tion  in  return  for  it. 

y.  Did  you  give  to  Mr.  Hurd  any  consideration  for  the  transfer 
to  you  of  this  $6,000?  A.  What  are  you  alluding  to? 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  anything  of  value  in  exchange  for  it?  A. 
What  do  you  call  “value”? 

873  Q.  Well,  I  am  willing  to  take  your  judgment  of  value. 
A.  You  will  have  to  explain  more  fully  than  that,  sir. 
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Q.  Now,  do  you  know  what  I  mean  by  “consideration”?  A.  Very 
many  things  are  considered  “consideration”. 

Q.  \\  ell,  was  it  given  to  you  for  nothing?  A.  It  was  given  to  me 
in  consideration  of  the  home  he  was  going  to  buv  for  me. 

(J.  There  was  no  return  that  you  were  to  make  for  it?  Is  that 
true?  A.  Well,  we  were  engaged  to  he  married. 

Q.  You  did  not  in  vour  answer  in  this  case  say  anything  about 
its  having  l>een  given  to  you  to  purchase  a  home  for' you  both  to 
live  m.  in  consideration  of  your  marriage,  did  you?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  J)id  you  mention  that  to  your  counsel  when  you  were  consult¬ 
ing  with  him  with  reference  to  your  answer  in  this  case? 

All.  Eesier.  Objected  to,  and  the  witness  is  instructed  not  to 
answer  anything  that  she  told  her  counsel,  fir  that  her  counsel  told 
her.  Just  decline  to  answer. 


A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

0-  V  liy  was  it  that  you  did  not  in  your  answer  in  this  case  allege 
what  you  now  claim,  that  at  the  time  of  this  gift  you  and  Mr.  Hurd 
wcie  engaged  t<»  be  married,  and  that  this  $15,000  was  money  fur¬ 
nished  by  bim  to  purchase  a  house  in  which  vou  were  to  live  with 
him? 


Air.  Birney:  Objected  to,  since  it  has  not  been  testified  by  the 
witness  that  the  money  was  given  her  to  purchase  a  home  as  stated: 

on  the  contrary  it  was  given  either  to  purchase  a  home  or  to 
o/4  keep  it,  as  she  desired. 

(The  j lending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  \\  by,  I  do  not — I  really  don’t  understand  that  yet. 

(The  pending  question  was  again  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  didn  t  think  it  was  necessary  then. 

0.  A  on  didn’t  say  anything  in  your  answer  about  anv  engagement 
that  had  existed,  did  you?  A.  No,  sir. 

Air.  Tester:  I  object.  The  answer  speaks  for  itself. 

Q.  V  h\  didn  t  } on !  A.  I  didn  t  think  it  was  necessarv. 

Q.  V  by  didn  t  you  mention  the  marriage  engagement  in  vour  an¬ 
swer?  A.  I  stated  my  case  to  Air.  Birney. 

Q-  And  told  him  about  this  engagement  of  marriage? 

Air.  Test er :  (to  the  witness)  :  Don’t  you  answer  that. 

A.  (Question  not  answered.) 

Q.  Your  counsel  has  stated  that  this  answer  was  prepared  by 
counsel  It  was  sworn  to  by  you,  was  it  not?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
two  Q.  W  hen  did  you  become  engaged  to  Air.  Hurd?  \  Some 
time  m  1903. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  year.  A.  I  could  not  tell  you.  1  don't 
remember  what  part  of  the  year. 

Q.  How  loti};  before  his  trip  to  .Minnesota  of  that  year’  \  I 
could  not  tell  you;  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  spring  or  fall  or  winter  or  summer?  A.  Again 
I  don  t  remember  the  day  or  date. 
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Q.  Is  it  an  ordinary  thing  in  your  life  for  you  to  be  engaged? 
A.  That  is  for  you  to  judge  that. 

Q.  Is  it  such  an  ordinary  thing  that  you  can't  remember  within 
a  few  months  of  the  period?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  had  often  asked  me  to 

marrv  him. 

%/ 

Q.  M  hen  did  he  first  ask  you  to  marry  him?  A.  In  the  early 
part  of  1903;  it  may  have  been  1902;  1  think  it  was  1903. 

Q.  IIow  long  was  it  before  lie  came  to  your  house  in  December. 
1903?  A.  It  was  during  the  year  of  1903. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  early  part  of  that  year?  the  middle  of  the  vear, 
or  the  latter  part  of  the  year?  A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  engaged  to  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  1  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  Mr.  Hurd  until  the  early  part  of  1905. 

Q.  What  period  was  covered  by  vour  engagement9  V 
876  Well,  that  length  of  time. 

Q.  ^  how  many  months?  A.  You  can  count  up  the 
months  as  well  as  I  can. 


( l  T  will  if  you  will  tell  me  when  it  began.  A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  within  three  months  of  the  time?  A.  No,  sir- 

I  cannot  tell  vou. 

• / 

Q.  Can  you  tell  within  six  months  of  the  time?  A.  I  know  it 
was  during  the  year  of  1903. 

Q.  Have  you  any  letters  either  from  him.  or  letters  from  you  to 
anybody  else,  that  would  help  you  to  fix  the  date?  A.  No.  sir. 

.  de  troi  ed  all  your  letters?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  1  understood  vou  to  say  on  your  direct-examination  that  you 
did  not  know  whether  you  kept  copies  of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Hurd 
or  not.  What  was  your  habit  in  that  regard?  A.  Keeping  copies? 

Q-  Of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Hurd.  A.  I  didn't  keep  copies  of  my 
letters  to  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q  You  are  positive  of  that  now,  are  you?  A.  I  don't  remember 
of  keeping  any.  I  think  I  said  in  my  direct  testimony  that  T  didn't 
remember  of  keeping  any. 

Q.  Now  you  are  positive  that  you  did  not?  A.  I  don’t  remember, 
as  1  say.  keeping  any  copies. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  boarding  with  you  at  the  time  that  he 
877  lieeame  engaged  to  you?  A.  I  can't  recall  much  about  the 
year  of  1903  when  Sir.  Hurd  was  at  my  house. 

Q  Well,  T  didn’t  ask  you  about  that,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  What  did 
vou  ask  me? 

Q.  1  asked  you  whether  Mr.  Hurd  was  boarding  with  you  when 
you  became  engaged  to  be  married  to  him.  A.  1  think  not. 

Q.  Where  was  he  boarding?  A.  T  don’t  know.  T  think  he  was 
visiting  me  at  the  time;  T  am  almost  sure. 

Q.  Was  he  boarding  with  you  when  he  first  proposed  to  you?  A. 
No;  visiting  me. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  propose?  A.  Not  so  many. 

Q.  Well,  how  many?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

<}.  Can’t  you  give  us  some  idea?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  as  many  as  a  dozen  times?  A.  No,  sir. 
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no?;ay”m".v  ,hid°Zen?  '  °h'  ""  talked  abo,It  U’  1 

re<Z "“S  reud  a,oud  bv  the  Examiner,  at  the 

•A.  A\c  talked  about  it  as  many  as  a  half  a  dozen  times,  yes.  hut 
ua>  ,K>t  ah\a\s  in  the  way  of  a  proposal. 

'  ^  **ow  ,m,n.v  proposals  did  lie  make?  A.  1  don’t  remem- 

Q.  M  hat  did  he  say?  A.  \\  hat  do  you  usually  sav  when  you  are 
asking  anyone  to  marry  you?  *  •  re 

Q.  I  am  seeking  information,  not  giving  it.  A.  Well  I  decline 
to  answer  that. 

..9*  ,)ul  ,lc  l)rnfef  1°  be  in  loye  with  you?  A.  TTe  was  in  love 
with  me.  ven’  much. 

9'  you  know  that?  A.  Every  action  proved  it. 

(J.  ''  ell.  give  us  some  of  his  actions.  ‘  A.  For  Mr.  Hurd  was  al¬ 
ways  very  thoughtful  and  kind,  and  told  me  time  and  time  again 
o^n  °  how  much  he  loved  me.  and  how  much  he  thought  of  me 
4  4  And  1,0  “lane  you  no  presents  during  the  period  of  your 

engagement,  prior  to  this  transfer  of  $6.0009  \  Not  that  T 

can  recollect. 

<1  And  no  engagement  ring  of  any  kind?  A.  Oh.  no. 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  unusual?  A.  No.  sir.  not  for  Mr  Hurd. 

QQn  ,  (^-  lf  lie  bad  made  any  present  don’t  you  think  you  would 

SSi)  lme  remembered  it?  A  Perhaps  so.  and  perhaps  not. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  hint  a  generous  man  at  that  time?  A. 

I  never  thought  anything  about  his  generosity  at  that  time.  T  never 
considered  Mr.  TTurd  a  stingy  man. 

Q.  Aret  you  were  engaged  to  him:  that  is  true.  i«  it9  \  That  is 
true. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  that  he  made  von  any  gifts  during 
the  period  of  your  engagement,  prior  to  this  $6,000.  in  May  1904* 

A.  T  can't  recall  any. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  strange  that  a  man  who  professed  so  much 
affection,  should  not  have  made  von  a  gift  of  some  kind9  \  No 
sir.  4 

Q.  Tt  seemed  to  be  perfectly  natural  with  Mr.  TTurd.  didn’t  it 
that,  he  should  not  have  done  so?  A.  T  never  thought  anything 
about  it. 

SSI  Q.  Did  he  give  you  anything  the  Christmas  that  you  were 

engaged  to  him?  A.  TTe  never  made  Christmas  present*  as 
a  general  thing. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  anything  on  the  birthday  that  vou  were  en¬ 
gaged  to  him?  A.  T  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Tie  wa*  not  in  the  habit  of  making  presents  as  a  general  thin" 
was  he?  A.  T  didn't  say  that. 

Q.  Well.  T  ask  you — T  am  asking  you  the  question.  A  T  don’t 
know  Mr.  TTurd’s  habits  to  others  T  onlv  know  Mr.  Hurd’s  habit* 
to  mvself. 

i 

SS*2  0.  Did  T  ask  vou  how  long  you  had  been  engaged  to  him 
at  the  time  of  this  *6.000  present?  A.  T  don’t  know  whether 
you  asked  me  that  or  not.  I  become  engaged  to  him  in  1903. 
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Q.  W  hen  do  you  say  the  engagement  was  broken?  A.  In  1905. 
The  early  part  of  1905. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  year?  A.  The  very  early  part  of  t lie  vear 
1905. 

Q..  Was  it  in  the  month  of  January?  A.  Shortly  after  Christ¬ 
mas. 

Q.  Then  it  would  t>e  in  the  month  of  January.  A.  No.  I  could 
not  say  that;  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Well,  how  long  after  Christmas?  A.  I  don’t  remember:  I 
couldn’t  say. 

().  So  that  neither  the  date  when  you  became  engaged  to  Mr. 
Hurd,  nor  the  date  that  the  engagement  was  broken,  made 

883  any  impression  on  your  mind?  A.  Not  particularly,  no. 

Q.  W  hy  did  you  become  engaged  to  Mr.  Hurd.  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  Because  T  expected  to  marry  him. 

Q.  Were  you  in  love  with  him? 

Mr.  Birxey:  Objected  to.  as  a  question  which  counsel  has  no 
right  to  ask,  and  which  is  utterly  immaterial. 

Mr.  Lester:  You  may  decline  to  answer  that. 

A.  I  decline. 

Q.  Why  do  you  decline?  A.  Because  the  counsel  tells  me  not  to 
answer  it. 

Q.  You  decline  to  say  whether  you  were  in  love  with  Mr.  Hurd? 
A.  T  decline  to  say  that,  yes. 

Q.  Hid  you  entertain  for  him  the  same  degree  of  regard  after  the 
engagement  was  broken  as  you  did  at  the  time  it  was  made?  A. 
I  Afferent  entirely. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  the  character  of  your  regard  for  him  after¬ 
wards?  A.  Just  ns  anv  daughter  would  care  for  a  father,  and  any 

father  would  care  for  a  daughter. 

Q.  When  did  the  change  from  a  prospective  wifely  to  a  daugh¬ 
terly  affection  take  place?  A.  When  we  broke  off  the  engagement  : 
that  was  understood  between  Air.  Hurd  and  myself. 

Q.  Hid  you  previously  look  upon  him  with  a  daughterly  affec¬ 
tion?  A.  No. 

884  Q.  But  immediately  upon  the  engagement  being  broken, 
vour  regard  for  him  changed  to  that  of  a  daughter  for  a  par¬ 
ent:  is  that  what  T  understand  you  to  say?  A.  Air.  Hurd  and  T  had 
a  thorough  understanding  when  we  became  afraid  to  be  married, 
and  he  told  me  he  was  afraid  to  marry  on  account  of  his  son  killing 
him  and  asked  me  if  T  would  take  care  of  him  and  make  a  home 
for  him,  as  a  daughter  would  to  a  father  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Q  He  suggested  that  vou  should  become  his  daughter,  did 
he?  A.  He  did  not  suggest  that  T  should  liecome  his  daughter; 

l  could  not  become  his  daughter.  0  a 

q  Put  that  you  should  regard  him  as  a  father;  is  that  true.  A. 

No,  that  never  was  suggested  between  us. 

6  You  have  said,  as  1  understand  you.  Airs.  Cramer,  that  your 
reo-ard  for  him  was  that  of  a  daughter.  AVhen  the  engagement  was 
broken,  now,  T  want  to  know  if  it  was  changed  at  the  time,  your 
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S&Zip&StL  27«jg 

-  rtfFrr ~-£sSr • 

i*on  9  X  fJrTt'  dld  ™"  hm  ''ear  of  this  aliened  threat  of  By- 
'■  “•  A,tfr  -'tr.  Hurd  came  to  me  in  1904. 

W  "  lint  do  you  mean  by  ‘Value  to  von”?  A  Well  while  h„ 

"  Q  'flow  Ton '  W4:  ",!'P"  l,e  l’e<  !l,,le  en»ij?ed  to  iie  married, 
what?  1  K  bef°re  1 16  enRaKen,ent  was  broken?  A.  How  long 

heard  oMhisT^  the  enRaRement  nas  broken?  A.  That  I 

Q.  ^  es.  A.  Not  so  very  lon<j. 
n  «>!!•  ffive  ,,s  some  i,lea-  A.  Several  months, 
many  ’  many  m0n,hs?  A‘  1  <‘>'‘',1  not  say;  not  very 

be?how  man;°mon7h.;  ^  ^  1  d°n’'  r“ 

Q.  And  were  you  debating  the  question  of  whether  von  Am, ,1,1 
A.  T* 'left  'It  to  Mr! *  Hurd  ' ' " "  lhi"  ,,lreat‘  'hiring  all  those  months? 

hJLV'Z  .Old  mt^Mr,  n„S'r°"’S  ",nde?  '•  Tl,is  threa'  of 

uw/.  e^’  w^en  was  it  made,  as  far  as  vou  know?  A  Tt 

them  to  till  him.8  m'd  ''e  ,hrea,ened  with  both  of 

Q.  M  ell,  what  did  Mr.  Ilurd  tell  von 9  \  Tin  4^11  . 

son  Byron  had  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  married  il  ntle  sf  vT 
and  the  result  was  he  oave  U  ntie  imiih  i S  Ia  t,e  S,""th. 

"“”V; . ;•»>■  «!],  . . ■  "CT " 

J  t  .t  “1 Ur a-  n* « "« »« 

A  <IIe\old'meen.W,.rpfe,Vn<e  '°  fbe  breaking  of  the  engagement? 
Smith :  had  bought  a  iSfinefor^CTS  m)/*  |narriedf  t0  Mar«aret 

M7  %*'  „V,  jin.l  SS*J%iZ?g  £  ttT-S 

»i„  ^  irr^zzsi  *ri  \  “*wi.9 
KM- 

threats.  c  an  reniember,  about  these' 
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Q.  How  long  prior  to  the  breaking  of  the  engagement?  A.  A 
very  short  while,  he  told  me. 

Q.  Well,  give  us  some  idea,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  I  can’t  do  it. 

(}.  Was  it  weeks  or  months?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you  whether 
it  was  weeks  or  months. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Ilurd  tell  you,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  this  Hattie 
Smith  occurrence  took  place?  A.  You  mean  when  did  he 
<SN8  tell  me,  or  when  did  it  take  place? 

(J.  I  mean  as  to  when  he  told  you  that  it  took  place?  A. 
lie  didn’t  tell  me  what  year  it  took  place. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  give  you  any  idea  as  to  how  long  it  was  before 
you  became  engaged  to  him?  A.  No,  sir. 

(J.  It  was  certainly  some  time  before  that,  wasn’t  it?  A.  It  cer¬ 
tain  lv  was. 

%/ 

Q.  Was  it  years?  A.  I  don’t  know;  1  didn’t  ask  him;  it  must 
have  been. 

(j.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  did  you  know  that  Hattie  Smith  subse¬ 
quently  married  somebody  else?  A.  I  do,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  her  marriage  occur  several  years  prior  to  your  en¬ 
gagement?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  it  must  have  been  at  least  several  years?  A.  Per¬ 
haps  so. 

Q.  Before  your  engagement  when  this  alleged  threat  was  made? 
A.  Certainly. 

(J.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  that  the  engagement  was  broken 
that  the  threat  had  been  made  several  years  before?  A.  Why,  sure 
it  was  made  when  he  was  engaged  to  Hattie  Smith  and  to  Margaret 
Smith. 

Q.  You  knew  then  that  that  threat  was  an  old  occurrence,  didn’t 
you?  A.  Yes,  sir,  he  told  me  he  had  always  feared  it. 

8H9  Q.  And  yet  you  say  that  from  1902  Mr.  Hurd  was  mak¬ 
ing  you  proposals  of  marriage?  A.  I  didn’t  say  making 
proposals  from  1902.  I  said  he  was  telling  me  how  fond  he  was 
of  me. 

Q.  Didn’t  you  say  that  you  talked  of  the  matter  of  your  mar¬ 
riage?  A.  Perhaps  the  latter  part  of  1902,  yes. 

Q.  Were  all  the  proposals  of  marriage  to  which  you  have  testi¬ 
fied  made  in  1903?  A.  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Well,  can’t  you  tell  us  about  the  time  that  he  began  pro¬ 
posing?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  any  event,  there  was  a  period  of  at  least  two  years  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  proposals  of  marriage  and  the  engagement,  was  there 
not?  A.  Oh,  no,  not  two  yars. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  said  that  he  was  talking  about  marriage  to 
you  in  1902,  haven’t  you?  A.  Yes.  but  then  it  was  not  the  earlv 
part  of  1902. 

Q.  Well,  take  the  last  part  of  1902.  The  engagement,  you  say, 
was  broken  in  the  early  part  of  1905?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Isn’t  that  what  you  testified  to?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  for  at  least  two  years — there  was  at  least  two  years 
embraced  in  the  endeavoring  to  get  you  to  consent  and  in  the  en- 
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gagement,  isn't  that  true?  A.  01,.  no,  he  was  not  endeav- 
r>.nj  oring  to  get  me  to  consent  at  all. 

tv  .  n  .Q:  "Vre  y°“  ‘'eady  to  consent  at  the  first  proposal?  A 
longer  kCd  U  °Ver’  m*d  1  ,hou«ht  1  ha<1  better  stay  in  otfice  a  while 

oftlVe  t1!’*1  i vf  \,0t  'V‘lat  l,e  proposed,  that  you  should  leave  your 
hce.  was  it.  A.  When  we  got  married— that  is  why  he  wanted 
to  marry  me  and  take  me  out  of  the  office,  so  1  could  have  it  easier 
W.  And  \ on  turned  down  the  first  proposition?  \  No  sir  T 
never  turned  down  any  proposal;  we  considered  the  matter’  '  ’ 

lie  did!', 't  say  sT'  contemplate  an  immediate  marriage?  A. 

Q.  So  that  the  fact  that  you  wanted  to  continue  in  office  for  a 
time  did  not  interfere  with  your  acceptance  of  it,  did  it*  \  \0 

N-»l  times*  *u-  y<;Uuhaye  fd  ,hat  >’f  proposed  to  you  several 
o  wn'  \i  ;'.ke<  of,  “  seven'l  times;  many  times. 

,.f  ;» -  i  i  •  ’  Cramer,  1  am  not  asking  you  about  talking 

it  ,  1  am  asking  you  as  to  your  statement  that  lie  definitely  on!' 
posed  to  you  several  times.  Now  1  want  to  know  whether  von'  want 

twice  V°Ur  eS‘,m0ny  1,1  ll,a‘  ''oganl.  A.  Perhaps' once  or 

q.  Now.  during  this  period,  the  two  years  during  which  von 
weie  talking  about  getting  married,  and  there  was  an  actual  en 
gagement  subsisting  between  you,  as  you  claim,  this  throat  of 

'  o'rhT i  *0"."!  e'}e<'r  l!adn’'  it?  A-  1  presume  it  had 
It  i'l  il'  “  ®Ked  thre,at  bad  not  had  the  effect  of  preventin'-  Mr 

“  WiSJdl" . . . . .  . . -« «*W 

I"  ■** . -  **» 

S  ,J  ,I1M!\,I'K-S1I:K:  .<>l’j.eVte<1  to-  ils  ’witness’s  thoughts  cannot 
u fleet  the  issues  in  this  ease. 

(/■  You  have  produced  and  offered  in  evidence  here  a  letter  al- 

s V'-'.. ’&“?■' vr  * . .  »»ir  ,£.'i 

Jiaidi  -otn,  lJOo.  lhat  is  the  same  paper  a  copy  of  which  w-i« 
appended  to  your  answer  as  Exhibit  No.  1.  is  it  not?  \  Yes  ‘ 

( l  In  your  answer  filed  in  this  ease— I  refer  to  tiie  answer  to 
u  original  hill— you  say  concerning  this  Exhibit  No  1-  “Said 
statement  was  made  voluntarily  by  the  said  Fenton  J  Hiird  -md 

Ihe  r!  :T>;eS,10n  from  thi*  defendant,  who  had  no  knowledge  of 
allegation  in  the  answer  true?  A.  Well,  that  is  perhaps  jUs( 
theanswer"1^'  1  did  Th“*  is  a  '"*<"><lerstunding  in 

Birney ‘readTt  to'me.  m,SWer  '*fore  you  swore  t0  it?  A.  Mr. 

Q.  And  you  swore  to  it?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

,,  Sad  yo,u  l?\d  Mr*  Birney  «t  that  time  that  you  knew  that 
these  threats  had  l>een  made,  at  the  time  that  the  engagement  be 
tween  you  and  Mr.  Hurd  was  broken?  "  ent  ^ 
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Mr.  Birney:  Objected  to  again  as  calling  for  privileged  matter, 
and  the  witness  is  advised  not  to  answer. 

893  A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  If  you  did  state  in  your  answer  that  you  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  matter  of  alleged  threats  having  been  made  by  Byron 
Hurd  until  you  received  this  letter  of  March  26tli,  1900,  the  state¬ 
ment  was  untrue;  is  that  a  fact?  A.  It  is  just  a  misunderstanding 
between  Mr.  Birney  and  myself.  He  wrote  the  answer  and  read 
it  to  me,  and  1  perhaps  did  not  pay  as  close  attention  to  that  as  1 
should. 

Q.  But  it  is  not  true,  is  it?  A.  It  is  a  misunderstanding,  as  I 
said;  I  didn't  follow  it  as  closely  as  I  should. 

894  Q.  I  understood  you  to  say,  Mrs.  Cramer ,  c  n  \  ou  d 
examination  that  you  and  Mr.  Ilurd  discussed  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  avoiding  this  threat  by  going  south;  is  that  true?  A.  A  es. 
sir. 

Q.  Howt  many  times  did  you  talk  about  that?  A.  He  wrote  me 
about  that,  and  we  talked  alnuit  it  after  he  came  back. 

Q.  When  did  he  come  back  that  year?  A.  lie  came  back  in 
December. 

Q.  Of  1904?  A.  1904. 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  in  which  he  wrote  you  about  it?  A.  No, 
sir;  I  have  not. 

Q.  What  became  of  it?  A.  Why,  1  tore  it  up,  as  I  tore  others 
up  from  Mr.  Hurd. 

895  Q.  How  does  it  hapi>en  that  you  have  some  of  his  letters? 
A.  I  didn’t  know  that  I  had  this  one  until  after  my  answer 

had  been  fded. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  do  that?  A.  Why  didn’t  I  do  what? 

Q.  Get  married  and  go  south?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  changed  his  mind: 
he  was  afraid  that  Byron  would  follow  him  south,  any  place  he  went. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  get  married  secretly?  A.  Why,  T  didn’t 
wish  to  do  that;  1  didn’t  have  to  marry  that  way. 

Q.  The  engagement  was  secret,  wasn’t  it?  A.  That  is  between 
Mr.  Hurd  and  myself. 

Q.  Well,  your  marriage  would  have  l>een  between  Mr.  Ilurd  and 
yourself,  wouldn’t  it?  A.  Yes.  sir:  there  is  quite  a  difference  in 
marrying  and  being  engaged  secretly. 

Q.*Did  you  tell  anybody  about  this  engagement?  A.  My 
daughter.  I  think  T  told  my  daughter,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

Q.  You  heard  your  daughter’s  testimony,  didn’t  you?  A.  Yes. 
Q.  Didn’t  you  hear  her  testify  that  you  told  her  you  wanted  to 
marry  Mr.  Ilurd,  but  you  were  afraid  you  would  be  killed?  A. 
That  was  after. 

Q.  Didn’t  your  daughter  testify  that  she  didn’t  know  of 

896  any  engagement?  A.  As  T  told  you  right  there,  I  think  I 
told  my  daughter;  if  it  was  anyone  it  was  my  daughter. 

Q.  You  didn’t  tell  Air  Bryan  at  the  office,  did  you?  A.  I  don’t 
remember  of  it. 

Q.  You  oidn’t  tell  Air.  AIcNeir?  A.  I  don’t  remember. 

46— 2483a 
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«,  «««  ySjjr-lMlmh.  M,„,  engagement,  ,er. 

'  '  '  ' ‘linn,  iKtf  '  N”'  '  “O  -  «”>•"« 

. . 

»•  ***  v«,»  .  -V.  |J„“\ 

,J, "  , ***  y“  ^  »>• 

<hmk  !“Sg  tilSg'lT  . . .  I  tlidn’t 

4»£rtur  ,o"  - 

«s;, ;'e;?ib  * . . .  «»  a.  , 

<898  A.QYai"'iL°U  "ere  <on,e,"l’li"i"R  lll;nrving  his  grandfather? 

Q.  And  becoming  a  member  of  his  familv9  \ 

I  -ho„M  no,  have  bothered  ...... -1.  aho„,  il»e  fnmHv  '  ’  W: 

*.V lould  n",  havl  er  m""l‘  ",e  fm,,ilv;  <lid  you?  A.  I 

4  «  *»'  v-  »* 

°f0yYn? r' V vMM,/  llioi!1', k"°"'  °f  ,he  ,hre!,t 

Q.  A  on  didn  t  know  of  u  „t  that  time?  ,\.  \0 
Q*  *h(l  f'nu  toll  vour  son  of  the  f.w.i  .1,  ,♦ 

Riving  hint  a  new  father?  A.  sj,.  ■  u  "erc  eonteinplating 

married'?1  'a”  Ny  sir.'"  >IS'e'  lll!"  were  eontemplating  getting 
Q.  Neither  one  of  them?  A  \„  <jr 

Q.  'f™  ke,„  i,  von  a,,,,'  i|r  ,  A  My  >f 

“  z  X:  *  * . .  — 

Q.  Tie  controlled  his  affect  inn<  tvl.on  ,,i 
true?  A.  I  never  said  Mr  [m,i  w.ere  P^ent;  is  that 

ton,  did  I?  *  ’  ha<1  nnv  (*(*i*tain  amount  of  affec- 

Q.  ^  on  said  he  was  verv  imifl,  1^,.  ..i 

lie  was.  '  °  ^  " ith  you,  didn’t  you 9  4 

**  m  wfcss  %  vx*,  t 

|  Sen™^.  tt'Cfc °\d  .^ar. 

hark  if  ^ou  wish.  *  *  A.  1  ou  can  count 

Q.  How  old  was  Mr  Hurd9  \  t  1  >*  1 
then.  UM  1  *on  t  know  how  old  he  was 
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Q.  Do  you  know  how  old  he  is  now?  A.  I  think  he  is  about 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  is  eighty-nine,  isn  t  he .  A.  1  don 

thQ  \\Tere  y0U  in  Washington  in  March,  1906?  A.  March,  1906. 

was  l  in  Washington?  1  think  so.  ,  . 

Q  You  were  here  at  the  time  this  letter  that  has  been  shown  you 

dated  March  26th  was  written,  were  you?  A  I  think  so 

Q.  Whv  then  did  Mr.  Hurd  write  you  a  letter— why  didn  t  he 
tell  you  about  it?  A.  lie  wished  me  to  keep  it.  in  case  anything 

Did  either  he  or  you  expect  that  there  would  be  trouble  on 
account  of  those  things.  A.  Why,  lie  had  no  lease  on  Ins  life.  He 
thought  if  anything  should  happen,  lie  might  die  or  anything, 
had  often  said  what  lie  didn't  give  me  1  would  never  get. 

Q.  What  did  he  mean  by  that?  A.  1  don  t  know;  that 

901  was  his  remark  to  me.  T  i 

Q.  Did  you  understand  what  he  meant  r  A.  l  under¬ 
stood  just  what  he  said.  i  9  a  T  nov^r 

Q.  What  construction  did  you  place  on  his  remark .  A.  I  never 

gave  it  much  attention.  v 

O.  And  vet  vou  preserved  the  paper?  A.  Yes. 

O  Whv?  A.  1  had  it  amongst  my  other  papers;  didn  t  know 
that  I  really  had  it  until  1  went  to  look  over  my  papers  and  found 

'  O  This  letter  of  March  26th.  1906,  makes  mention  of  a  $10,000 
note.  You  had  already  received  $11,000  at  that  time,  hadn  t  you. 

\  I  received  $6,000  in  1904.  _  ,  , 

'  Q.  Didn't  you  receive  $5,000  in  1905?  A.  T  don’t  remember 

Q.  How  much  money  did  you  get  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  He  told 

vou,  didn’t  he?  .  .  T  .  .  .  .,  .  , 

909  Q  What  do  you  sav  about  it?  A.  T  think  it  was  anout 

the  same.  A7 ou' can  get  the  statement  from  the  Washington 
Loan  A*  Trust  a  great  deal  better  than  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  You  don’t  know?  A.  T  don’t  know. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  know?  A.  T  don’t  know  whether  Mr.  Hurd 

knew  or  not.  •> 

()  Didn't  vou  sav  on  your  direct-examination  that,  you  ana  Mr. 

Hurd  talked  about ‘the  matter,  and  that  neither  one  of  you  knew 
how  much  vou  had  gotten?  A.  Mr  Hurd  always  said  it  was  be¬ 
tween  twentv-five  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  I  had  thought  so. 

O  How  freouentlv  did  vou  talk  about  it?  A.  I  haven  t  any  idea. 
Q  Well,  was  it  more  than  once?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
q  Well,  how  many  times?  A.  I  don’t  know,  sir,  how  many 

1 1  m  0^  • 

Q  Well  give  us  some  idea.  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  1  can’t  do  it. 

Q  You  got  all  the  money  that  is  represented  by  those  drafts, 
did  vou?  A.  The  drafts  T  recognize,  yes. 

O'  Those  drafts  aggregate  $36,000.  Then  you  must  have  gotten 
$36  000  didn’t  you?  A.  I  must  have  gotten  whatever  the  drafts 
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90.3  ,„u  ' whhJminr?  I  k-V/f r,0U  ‘  know‘  Mr-  II,,rd’s  money  was 

pardon”  *'°U  "'ean  by  Mr’  Hurd’8  money  this  .$36,000?  A.  I  beg 
amount ofThe™' draft*"’  M\r'  TI!"r<,’S  the  **B.0OO  or  the 

■■■y  zsti  A’jrra  t.m:r ’  “  -  ** 

m  tlii.  I«|,r  of  March  2«.  L,*.,,  ,„r  Me.SSo"  j  "  T  ^,' 
Uk-fS£.,m  «— *«  f  AKHI:  I 

amount  from  the  Washington  Loan  A-Vn'  ,  h?ve  to  F*  the 
von  more  aeeuratelv  than  T  ,  ',n  A  Tnist’  whlph  p»n  Rive  it  to 

O  Will  ,<n °  XOj,r  ^a.nk  hook,  have  vou?  \  yec< 

Q  Ts  !  r',rd"P0  i,?  A  T  ^  it  here! 

O  Well  •  l,"''iessinii  of  your  counsel9  \  \0  • 

have  it'l  wilT.1  V°"  PPnd,,Ce  *  at  ">p  "ext  session?  A.  If  I 
Q.  V.ai  don’t  think  you  have  lost  it  do  von  9  a  ti 

thing  u,  die  hank,  so  ]  have  no  further  use  for  it  A‘  T  1  nny‘ 

Q  Yvou.haVen  f  •  A.  T  don  rVnow :  T  couldn’t  tell 

A.  T  ^id’ra^tlok'fm-Tt''011  haVC  destroved  ''  °r  not? 

can’t  Si'  vou  tS,'nnv7'K'r  V°"  have  Proved  it?  A.  No  sir  T 
-'nngdonet^i,  £  ^ 

.  Q.  I'  hen  was  the  $4,000  rand’  t  a  •'  1 
m  t lie  fall  of  1906.  ’  '•  As  near  as  T  can  remember. 

n/\i  'Y'at  did  you  do  with  the  note’  t  Tl, 

to  Mr.  Hurd.  re-  A-  1  he  note — returned  it 

n,Q.?  Ti'^S;' ' reoeivpd  wi,h  the 

wlmther  T  did  or  To,  '  mth  ,hp  note’  A.  I  !,0„’t  know 

assaying  thJtSf  fYiurd  g!ive  vouSit  T  *  "nd.ers“*ot>  in  this  ease 
o  Man-1,  26, h.  1906.  in  order'  h  t  ’nTnT^r.  ,np,llding  the  letter 
mo  money  in  the  0Vent  iiiviliin  i!  nii^ht  he  assured  of  o-ettino 

^  v»..  u:;- ;  fc' «ists 

Kept  them.  T  never  said  T  didn’t  J  (1°  know  where  T 

903  ^  ,lere  did  you  keep  them"  "\°'f  l  SPi  tbftse  papers, 

anmnast  my  private  pa,, or-  '  '  T  keP‘  ,h®m  locked  up 

note  was  wiiere^T  kent Sl7’  n,,e  '!°.10  'v,'tl'  them?  A.  No  sir  tl 
money  itself?  ‘  '  "<h  ,hlnKs  «s  that  pertaining  to  the  Teal 
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Q.  Where  was  that?  A.  Amongst  my  private  affairs — my 
private  papers. 

Q.  Where?  A.  In  my  home.  Where  do  you  suppose. 

Q.  Which  did  you  keep  more  carefully,  the  note  or  the  letters 
that  evidenced  the  note?  A.  Well,  I  guess  the  note  I  was  more 
careful  of. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Hurd  had  died  the  letters  would  have  been  the  prin¬ 
cipal  evidence  of  your  claim,  wouldn’t  they?  A.  I  don’t  think 
either  one  would  have  amounted  to  very  much  after  his  death. 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  at  the  time?  A.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  now. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  it  now?  A.  In  the  present  case  that  is 
going  on. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  that  there  would  he  an  inquiry  made  into  that 
transaction?  A.  When  I  got  that  note? 

Q.  Yes,  madam.  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  return  those  papers  to  Mr.  Hurd? 
006  A.  I  have  already  answered  that  question. 

Q.  Well,  answer  it  again,  please.  A.  lie  can  read  it 
to  you,  can’t  he? 

Q.  Just  give  me  your  answer  again,  please.  A.  I  told  you  why. 

Q.  Well,  I  would  like  for  you  to  tell  me  again.  A.  I  thought 
nothing  about  them. 

Q.  They  were  not  of  any  importance  at  all?  A.  I  didn’t  think 
about  them.  He  didn’t  ask  me  and  T  didn’t  return  them. 

Q.  You  never  thought  anybody  would  inquire  anything  about 
it,  did  you?  A.  Well,  no. 

Q.  When  did  you  find  that  you  had  them?  A.  After  this  case 
was  filed — suit  was  filed. 

Q.  \\  here  did  you  find  them?  A.  Amongst  my  private  papers. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  keep  your  private  papers?  A.  I  decline 
to  answer  that. 

Q.  Why?  A.  My  private  affairs. 

Q.  Did  you  expect  after  Mr.  Hurd’s  death  to  again  demand 
007  payment  of  that  note?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  your  counsel  the  facts  about  the  alleged 
$4,000  note? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  and  you  are  instructed  not  to  answer. 

A.  I  decline. 

Q.  A\  hat  is  your  recollection  as  to  whether  or  not  there  was  any¬ 
thing  in  your  answer  about  this  $4,000?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 
T  don’t  remember. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  on  that  subject  at  all?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  knew  when  the  answer  was  filed  that  you  had  gotten  this 
$4,000,  didn’t  you?  A.  T  don’t  remember  whether  I  had  found 
those  papers  or  not. 

Q.  Will  you  say  that  you  had  not?  A.  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Will  you  say  that  you  had  not  found  those  papers  at  the  time 
the  answer  was  filed? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  question  is  objected  to.  The  witness  has  said 
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908  5  SAW: 

A.  (Question  not  answered  ) 

Wh,"?  ®*  «* 

K',rttH,;'„LS:Sc'  tt'i  "r1 

Q-  JJoyou  keep  a  aafe  defell  |e.x?  \ 

4  IrT"  flat:  s*ss. ' - . 

purtnient?}(!\.  NoPsirhem  °f  the  safes  in  the  State  De- 

4  t&in  tl  z ** >™ 

feline  ;:!  answer’’  !'"'ir  ~"u?  A'  Tl“'  »  .«ilr;  I 

009  l"zi :rr'f  rrh  ^  s 

"3“  «Ji  <y^p’f  or  .nluvSaS -nr  Hr%Z vZl  l"* 

Whateve1;  itj .  A. 

rir.  Tunt  ^ 

ttof.  I)erf:;  rr 1  *r 

o  r'  i  A  '  ee  ,bat,°"  ,hp  I»per  hero,  hut  I  don’t  «ee  the  lr  f 

Citizens’  (^HanK  Jfof  VT  10,h’  100(S-  dra""  4  the 
National  Hank  of  New  York  file  ,i  l,1.ne!'ota»  <>n  the  Ilanover 

fe.  »o,  .*»,  yZ  „2JzkJ:,y:r  iz%r  . . 

Q-  Vs,t  ’c  SfSS"^?t  1***”0".'  i" 

your  answer”'1  a'as*  Instated  bf  “  Vh*A  ^ 

of  telling,  only  throngh  my  hank-hook.b  ^  1  ^  "°  °‘her  wav 
comd  no^ri-'tie'i wTJ**  didn,‘  y°U?  A-  1 

moment  ago  show  th "deport* on ' Dece I d ,e !' *■> „ | h 'j'^or  '’°f"  "y  n 

iSn^^T^V4  ha-  ‘hen90?/ the  mS 

bank?  A.  TXn’Ocnow .^ir.'0"  ffet  year  and  'lcI)nsit  in  the 

to  Siow  mVlhe" draft.  A'  1  remember-  sir-  You  would  have 
Q.  Haven’t  you  testified  Mrs  fmmnn  * 
on  account  of  this  alleged '$10,000  note?  A  Yes,  ^7'^  $6’00° 
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Q.  About  April,  1906?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  you  received  $4,000  from  Mr.  Ilurd  at  some  time 
during  the  fall  of  that  year?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  you  know  that  you  have  got  those  two  items,  don’t  you? 
A.  I  don’t  know  whether  they  were  drafts  though. 

911  Q.  You  had  your  bank-book  when  your  answer  in  this 
case  was  prepared,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  account  had  not  been  closed  at  the  Washington  Loan  <fc 
Trust  Company?  A.  My  bank  book  had  been  changed  since  then; 
1  had  a  new  bank  book  between  that  time  and  then. 

Q.  Did  you  have  your  old  book?  A.  I  don’t  remember;  I  haven’t 
any  idea. 

Q.  Did  you  exhibit  your  bank  book  to  your  counsel? 

Mr.  I  ^ ester  (to  the  witness)  :  Don’t  answer  that. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  it. 

Q.  Because  of  the  advice  of  your  counsel?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  examined  the  answer  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
you  referred  to  this  $4,000?  A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Will  you  kindly  do  so? 

912  Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  before  we  go  further  with  the  cross- 
examination,  I  would  like  to  know  whether  there  is  any 

other  particular  in  which  you  wish  to  change  or  modify  your  testi¬ 
mony  that  you  have  given?  A.  1  may  have  made  a  wrong  impres¬ 
sion,  yesterday  thinking  it  over;  I  can’t  say  if  I  did  or  not,  in  the 
engagement.  I  may  have  made  a  wrong  impression  in  that. 

913  By  Mr.  Lester: 

(2.  What  do  you  mean,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Why,  about  Mr.  Hurd’s 
and  my  engagement. 

Q.  You  mean  as  to  the  time?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  when  was  it  that  you  became  engaged?  A.  The  latter 
part  of  1903  or  1904. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  \  011  mean  the  early  part  of  1904?  A.  Some  time  during 
the  early  part  of  1904;  I  don’t  remember  the  exact  time. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  modification  that  you  wish  to  make?  A.  I 
don’t  think  so. 

Q.  Is  there  any  other  misunderstanding  by  your  counsel  in  the 
preparation  of  your  answer  in  this  case  that  you  wish  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to?  A.  No,  not  that  I  remember. 

Q-  Have  you  read  over  your  answer  since  the  adjournment  on 
yesterday.  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  M  hen  did  you  discover  the  alleged  mistake  in  your  testimony 
as  to  the  amount  that  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  was  to  receive  under  the 
codicil  to  the  will  of  Mr.  Hurd. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  question  is  objected  to,  because  the  wit- 

914  ness  did  not  say  that  there  was  anything  left  in  the  codicil 
to  the  will,  and  therefore  it  is  a  misstatement  of  her  testi¬ 


mony. 
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Ford:  l.et  the  witness  answer. 

A.  I  didn't  say  it  was  in  the  codicil. 

codfcil  !!  '  "n1  “I1'1  k°u  of  tlle  wntente  of  the 

of  the  codicil  ’  >  ^  r-  Hurd  told  me  of  the  full  contents 

n.adev;\\UiTbo\a,,,he'$d001‘e  Pr°'isi0n  Ub°Ul  "hkh  testified 

added.YeS  "““k"''  A‘  ln  'he  wil1  IJroPer-  >*fore  the  codicil  was 

Q*  And  that  will  was  made  when  v  \  i  a  u  i  ,  , 

remember  when  that  will  was  made  k“°W'  1  don’‘ 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  the  time?  A.  No,  sir 
Jl.  I).d  Mr.  Hurd  ever  tell  you  anythin*  about  ,he  time?  A.  No, 

witnessed,  made ? ‘ ^ ‘  \Vh  i |e ‘we" were  llvin^u 'the  He's  T"'!'  J’°“ 

915  yeai "  Tar;  ,l,e  'vin  ‘h'w  foVltti 1  can  1 

tesHmon^  wt  ?'°U,find1  «bou‘  ,he  -Lstake  in  your 
it,  that  it  was  a' mistake  'e''  '  “  ,ei  88  s°011  as  1  ,la<1  said 

„ « Y~  . . - »».  ait1"":!:;!;;  '.rS 

rtft  h.“nl“lcn'’'ilTei  •V'"'r  A.  No. 

with  . . I  "™™  ™  »«  .<s»r.l 

Cer»d,lre*eA  |„  P.vmn  Hi.rd?  A  Pk™  l'.!S",iaT  'h“  let' 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner. ) 

n  wl!V’  n„0'  ,eM  you  just  when  I  knew  that 

it  was  after  Mr.  Hurd^efMVa-himm,*81  \‘T  “T  Statej!  that 
when  I  found  it  out.  ^  n  *  *'  *  cou^  not  tell  you 

Q.  Mas  it  since  your  testimony  in  thi*  \  \vu 

csffc  Karj  ns  i  "■  "r  ■■  f**%  ■  'Si™ 

*r  "t£U‘  * 1 

d«v  afternoon  votjr  1"'  V<”"'" 

M6  you  had  stated  hat  vm,  Z  f  "h.lle  k,.V0l,r  answer 

Mr.  Hurd  left  Washinmon  TT  , a  ,e"er  ,n  .,lns  **k  after 
to  the  difference  between  vourtestim^8^  •' 0,lr  attention  been  called 
answer  W.„ 
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think  so.  I  knew  exactly  when  1  found  the  letter.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  call  my  attention  to  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  know  that  your  answer  stated  differently? 
A.  I  could  not  tell  you  when  I  first  knew  it. 

Q.  Did  you  know  it  before  you  went  on  the  stand  yesterday?  A. 
I  don't  remember  that  I  did. 

917  Q.  Well,  I  want  you  to  give  me  an  answer  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  then,  Mrs.  Cramer:  In  your  testimony  given  on  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon  you  stated  that  you  had  found  this  letter  on  Sun- 
da}  that  .  Ir.  luid  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  In  your  answer  you 
stated  that  you  found  it  after  Mr.  Hurd  left  Washington.  Now, 
will  you  tell  me  whether  your  attention  was  called  to  the  difference 
between  the  statement  you  made  while  testifying,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  you  made  in  your  answer  between  Saturday  afternoon  and 
the  time  that  you  took  the  stand  for  cross-examination  yesterday 
afternoon?  A.  I  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  Will  you  say  that  it  was  not?  A.  I  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  Will  you  say  that  it  was  not?  A.  I  will  not  say  that  it  was 

or  was  not. 

918  Q.  Then  your  counsel  didn’t  know  when  he  put  the  ques¬ 
tion  to  you  on  yesterday  which  of  those  statements  was  cor¬ 
rect,  did  he?  A.  I  don’t  know  what  my  counsel  knew. 

Q.  You  didn’t  tell  him  before  you  took  the  stand  yesterday.  A. 
1  may  have. 

Q.  A\  ell,  did  you?  A.  1  don’t  know  for  sure  whether  I  did  or 

not;  I  may  have  told  Mr.  Birnev  during  the  conversation.  1  told 

him  a  great  many  things. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  best  answer  you  can  make  to  that  statement? 
A.  That  is  the  best  answer  I  can  make,  Mr.  Ford 

Q.  And  yet  you  testified  positively  as  to  the  matters  that  transpired 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  and  even  longer? 

Mr.  Lester.  Objected  to  as  being  a  statement  of  the  counsel,  and 
not  calling  for  any  response  from  the  witness. 

A.  (Question  not  answered.) 

Q.  How  is  it,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you  can  testify  positivelv  as  to 
matters  stated  to  you  by  Air.  Hurd  ten  or  more  years  ago,  and  vou 
cannot  remember  what  you  stated  to  your  counsel  within  the  last 
forty-eight  hours?  A.  My  counsel  and  I  have  bilked  upon  a  great 
mafiy  subjects  in  the  last  few  months. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  last  forty-eight  hours.  A.  In  the  last 
forty-eight  hours  also. 

Q.  Did  not  you  and  Mr.  Hurd  talk  about  a  good  many 

919  things?  A.  Yes,  but  my  mind  was  a  little  different  then 
than  it  is  now. 

Q.  In  what  way.  A.  I  didn’t  have  quite  as  much  on  it. 

Q.  Now,  when  was  your  attention  first  called  to  the  other  mis¬ 
understanding  on  the  part  of  your  counsel  in  the  preparation  of 
your  answer,  in  regard  to  the  time  when  you  first  learned  of  the 
threat — the  alleged  threat  made  by  Mr.  Byron  Hurd?  A.  Did  I  tes¬ 
tify  differently?  I  don’t  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  In  your  answer  you  have  stated  that  the  first  information 
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Loan"!  Tru^t  D°W’  °nl>  througl‘  the  statement  of  the  Washington 

Q.  The  difference  between  .$27,000  and  $.36,000  shown  l.v  the 

SdV  AhaTedb€’tnt|r?<t1Ved  ty  y°V'  'm,de  110  impression  on'vour 
nd  'v  A'iJ  d  V  ll,"n,k  y°y  have  drafts  to  that  amount,  have  von? 
Q.  't  on  have  the  drafts  there.  Will  you  kindly  aggregate  them? 

A’  ;\ou  llave  tlie  drafts  to  that  amount,  that  is  what  I  got. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  you  got  the  money  on  those  drafts? 

A  J  t'<1>.u,‘  not  sa.v  "'lla'  1  did  Ret  or  what  I  did  not  get,  exactly. 

Q.  Did  not  you  get  $10,000  from  Mr.  Hurd  in  Mav  1000’  \ 

Yes,  I  got  that.  ’  ' 

034  iQfftvDi?  "v  y°U  ge'f5.°00  from  Mr.  Hurd  in  September, 
■J.14  1 J08?  A  No  you  will  have  to— I  could  not  sov  what  I  sot 

now,  or  what  I  didn’t,  exactly.  You  will  find  a  better  state- 

ment  I  am  sure— more  correct— from  the  Washington  Loan  & 
mist  Company. 

Q.  Did  not  you  admit  in  your  answer  in  this  case  receiving  $5  000 
Qo-  fr<^"  J|.r;  11,11,1  1,1  September,  100H?  A.  I  think  1  did  ’ 

0-  Did  you  see  any  of  these  drafts  before  they  were  paid’ 
A.  Before  they  were  paid?  Yes 

Q.  Which  of  them.  A.  1  don’t  know  which  ones. 

,  ',?  r  ,llemIand  ,el1-  please.  A.  Mr.  Hurd  went  with 
just  which  on^hln^0"  L°a"  *  TrUSt  with  one  or  two :  1  can’t  say 
Q.  Oust  look  at  them  and  say  which  of  them  vou  saw  before  thev 
6  "the  others  °n<>  1  but  1  do”’‘  remember  about 

936  Mr?-  C!r;,'V'er-1  "hy  didn’t  you  admit  in  vour  answer  to 

ion*  TTe<  ^lat  y°u  had  received  the  #5.000  in  Vnril 
190.).  and  the  $4,000  in  December,  1906?  A.  I  don’t  recollect  f 
am  sure:  T  haven  t  admitted — really,  T  couldn’t  tell  vou.  The  only 

Washington  Loa'rTit  'Trust  has^8'6  ‘eSt'fied  ‘°’  “nd  tfle  date  ,hat  the 

O  Tin)  '  VO,VkT"'  it. nt  ‘hat  time?  A.  Didn’t  I  know  what’ 

themjat  diCnfdm^1  am0Unts?  A’  T  didn’‘  recall 

Q.  Did  your  counsel,  after  the  examination  of  Mr.  Hurd  in  Whal- 
lonsburg,  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  this  $5,000  draft  in  1905 
and  the  $4,000  in  1906?  1  n 

9.37  Mr.  Birney  :  Objected  to  as  calling  for  communications 
to  answer  ""6"  OOUn<e  CHent’  and  the  "itness  is  instructed  noi 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

they  nX  Y^Xk'sT  ‘°  y°"r  C°UnSel  in  Whall,™burg  were 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  in  your  answer  vou  sav,  and  I  refer  to 

vour  answer  to  the  original  bill:  “It  is  tnie  Fenton  I  Hur  l  did 

make  her  (meaning  yourself)  gifts  of  considerable  money,  for  which 

wt.  ,  j'.janlng  -vourself)  gave  him  no  pecuniary  consideration  ” 
What  did  you  mean  by  that?  *  '  ’aeration. 
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Mr.  Lester.  The  question  is  objected  to,  because  the  meaning  is 
perfectly  apparent  from  the  words  themselves. 

Mr.  Ford:  Well,  let  the  witness  give  it. 

A.  Exactly  what  the  answer  says. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  I  gave  him  a  home  and 
the  comforts  of  a  home,  and  looked  after  him;  every  attention  was 
paid  him,  and  everything. 

Q.  For  which  he  gave  you  eight  dollars  a  week?  A.  Oh,  no,  no; 
Mr.  Ilurd  paid  eight  dollars  a  week  for  his  hoard;  the  other  he 
made  as  gifts  to  me. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  said  you  gave  him  no  pecuniary 
consideration?  A.  What  did  I  mean  when  T  said  that? 

Q.  Yes,  madam.  A.  Why,  I  gave  him  consideration  that  one  kind 
friend  would  give  to  another,  I  am  sure,  if  that  is  what  you 

938  mean. 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  Mr.  Ilurd  in  addition 
to  the  eight  dollars  a  week  that  he  paid  you,  paid  one-half  of  the 
rent  of  your  apartment?  A.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  a  fact. 

Q.  Never  did  do  such  a  thing?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  no  time?  A.  Never  came  and  said  to  me  in  his  life  “Here 
is  a  half  of  the  rent  of  your  apartment.” 

Q.  Well,  did  he  pay  any  portion  of  it?  A.  No,  sir  never 

939  specified  that  in  his  life. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  give  you  any  money  without  specifying  it? 
A.  Well,  often  gave  me  little  amounts  of  money. 

Q.  Well,  we  will  come  to  that  after  a  while.  Now,  you  say, 
further,  in  your  answer  that  you  “gave  him  no  pecuniary  considera¬ 
tion,  but  only  the  affectionate  care  which  she  for  many  years  showed 
him,  and  for  which  he  was  intensely  grateful.”  What  affectionate 
care  had  you  shown  him  for  many  years?  A.  Every  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  that  any  woman  could  give  an  old  gentleman  like  Mr.  Hurd. 
I  even  trimmed  his  hair  and  his  whiskers;  brushed  his  clothing: 
fixed  his  ties  for  him;  every  attention  that  could  possibly  be  given 
an  old  gentleman  I  gave  to  him.  I  stayed  in  nights  to  accommodate 
him,  arid  everything.  Sundays — when  I  went  out  Sunday  after¬ 
noons  I  took  him  with  me;  took  him  trips  with  me;  every  attention 
that  a  woman  could  give  a  man. 

Q.  And  when  you  took  him  on  these  trips  he  paid  the  expenses? 
A.  Usually,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  in  mind,  when  you  made  that  allegation  in  your 
answer,  your  alleged  engagement  to  him?  A.  Did  I  have  in  mind 
— why,  yes. 

Q.  Why  didn’t  you  put  it  in  your  answer?  A.  I  didn’t  think  it 
was  necessarv  then. 

t j 

Q.  You  say  he  was  intensely  grateful?  A.  He  seemed  to  be. 
Mr.  Hurd  seemed  to  be  very  grateful  for  the  home  and  attention 
which  I  was  giving  him. 

940  Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  a  man  who  was  appreciative  of  a  kind¬ 
ness  or  attention  shown  him?  A.  At  times  very  much  so, 

yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  “at  times.”  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  Oh, 


876 


FENTON  J.  HURD.  ETC..  VS.  LAURA  R.  ORAM  Eft. 


smalM hings ^  irriU,ble’  like  ever>'  other  ,nan  I  out  of  patience  about 

°ihwr'ie  whether  he  "ils  appreciative  of  kindness  or 
attention  shown  him  by  any  person  other  than  yourself?  A.  I  never 

k“e''  of  anyone  else  to  show  him  kindness  and  attention  to  a  very 
great  extent,  excepting  my  daughter,  when  he  visited  her.  I  know 

lmnspafi  Ve7’  nerv  kln,d  to  him»  and  *>e  did  just  as  he  pleased  in  the 
plac^t’hiri  hiieTken' a"<'  ^  jU8t  “  h°  P’eased;  the  only 
Q.  Did  he  show  appreciation  there?  '  A.  Well,  yes,  he  did 

<ui  9  Y?u  Inever  s‘ate<l  anything  to  the  contrarv  of  that,  did 

J41  you  A.  I  may  have;  I  have  stated  things — lots  of  things 
at  his  suggestion. 

Q.  At  hie  suggestion?  A.  Yes.  sir 

or . . .  <*- b'  *» 

n  whnn  di,i  lle  su«gest  ‘hat?  A.  On  several  occasions. 

0.  \\  ell,  give  us  one  of  them.  A.  Why,  when  1  would  write  to— 

fnV.til  "t  "l"!,  ,  "1U“  me  to  "r'te  to  his  grandson  or  members  of  his 
• ,  I'l’,1.0,  ,el1  him  that  lie  was  a  stingy,  conniving  old  fellow.  He 

the  tin/r.  ”  H»"°Vl  tbf ,,they  'VOn  ’  ,0  bothering  me  for  money  all 
e  time.  He  said,  I  have  given  them  enough,  anyway,  and  now 
tlie^  can  wait  until  I  am  dead  and  gone.” 

Q.  Did  you  so  state  to  his  relatives,  do  you  mean?  A.  I  mav 
have,  if  I  should  see  the  letters.  I  think  I  did  on  one  or  two  oc- 
casions  at  his  suggestion. 

942  .,<KJ  n"derf ’?d  you  to  say  on  your  direct-examination 

H,nt9  \  vr'  •  1  dl*'ussed  business  with  you;  am  I  correct  in 

Q.  M  hat  matters  did  he  discuss  with  you?  A.  Oh,  lots  of  things 
Q.  A)  ell,  giye  us  some  of  them.  A.  You  mean  of  his  affairs? 
Q.  Yes.  A.  Of  Mr.  Hurd’s  affairs? 

Q.  Yes.  A  About  his  investments  in  the  west;  that  one  partv 
perhaps  would  not  be  able  to  pay  up  their  interest  this  year  and 
another  party  would  l>e  able  to  do  it.  and  about  his  selling  the 
hoach  property  and  giving  them  thirty-three  years  to  pav  it  in"  and 
about  Ins  leaving  the  Roach  notes  as  collateral  at  the  bank  to  bor¬ 
row  money  for  Mrs.  Shafer,  and.  oh,  several  of  his  business  transac¬ 
tions. 

O  4nVthH  ff  eWJ\lXhy'  I,ca?’tZraI1  i,,st  nmv ;  perhaps  so. 

H  How  often  was  this  the  case?  A.  The  ease  what? 

Q.  That  he  discussed,  his  business  matters  with  you?  A  He 

would  tell  me  a  great  many  years.  I  could  not  tell  you? 

q . q  Q-  Well- give  us  some  idea.  A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

tj.  Was  it  a  common  occurrence?  A.  Why,  ves.  Mr 

Hurd  would  talk  little  business  matters  over  with  me  quite 

frequently.  He  was  very  anxious  that  I  should  become  quite  a 

business  woman;  always  expressed  his  opinion  about  that,  and  every- 

Q.  Was  it  a  weekly  occurrence  or  monthly  occurrence?  \  Ob 
I  could  not  tell  you;  T  don’t  know. 
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Q.  In  your  answer  you  say,  in  paragraph  7,  he  frequently  advised 
with  you  over  minor  matters  of  his  business.  Are  those  the  matters 
to  which  you  have  referred?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  his  investment  in  St.  Charles  minor  matters? 
A.  Well,  he  only  told  me  of  merely  things  concerning  women  he 
had  given  time  to  pay  the  interest  and  were  a  little  hard  up  and 
could  not  pay  it,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  qualify  your  former  statement,  then,  to  that  extent?  A. 
Oh,  no,  1  won’t  qualify  anything.  I  say  I  considered  the  minor — 

I  don’t  think  any  wealthy  man  like  1  supposed  he  was,  was  telling 
me  of  his  larger  business  affairs. 

Q.  You  say  that  he  frequently  advised  with  you.  What  do  you 
mean  by  “advised”?  A.  Just  as  I  told  you. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  “advised”?  A.  About  my  affairs. 

Q.  No,  “He  frequently  advised  with  me-  over  minor  mat- 

944  ters  of  his  business.”  Now  what  do  you  mean  by  “Advised”? 

A.  Why,  on  several  occasions  he  spoke  of  women  in  Minne¬ 
sota  whom  he  was  afraid  he  would  have  to  foreclose  their  mortgages, 
and  was  talking  it  over  with  me,  and  he  would  sav  “No,  I  can’t  do 
that;  that  is  a  woman,  and  what  would  you  do,  Laury,  if  you  were 
in  that  circumstances,”  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  He  has  consulted  with  you;  that  is  what  you  mean  by  “ad¬ 
vising,”  don’t  you?  A.  Oh.  well,  if  you  call  it  consulted;  I  don’t 
care  what  you  call  it. 

Q.  He  asked  your  opinion  about  the  matter?  A.  No,  he  didn't 
ask  my  opinion ;  he  would  not  have  taken  it  had  I  given  it  to  him. 

Q.  When  he  contemplated  making  an  investment  did  he  talk 
with  you  about  that?  A.  No,  sir;  no  indeed. 

Q.  Now  did  he  tell  you  when  he  purchased  the  Roach  house?  A. 

What  year? 

Q.  Well,  did  he  say  anything  about  when  he  purchased  it?  A. 
Oh,  he  has  told  me  frequently. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  say  about  it?  A.  He  said  that  it  was  the 
house  that  he  had  bought  for  Margaret  Smith  and  he  after  they 
were  married  to  live  in;  had  had  it  remodeled  and  everything,  when 

the  marriage  was  broken  off.  and  then  he  sold  it  to  the 

945  Roaches. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  about  the  breaking  off  of  his  engage¬ 
ment  to  Margaret  Smith?  A.  Yes.  He  said  that  he  went  over  and 
found  a  man — another  gentleman  visiting  her  that  evening,  and 
that  was  why  it  was  broken  off. 

Q.  Didn’t  he  tell  you  that  he  went  there  at  the  suggestion  of  a 
“Mary”  letter?  A.  Yes,  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  that  was  a  letter  that  came  to  him  from 
Blanche  Shafer?  A.  He  said. that  Blanche  Shafer  told  him  that 
she  was  not  true  to  him.  He  also  said  that  Blanche  Shafer  told  him 
that  she  was  not  true  to  him,  and  insisted  that  he  should  not  marry 

her. 

Q.  Didn’t  he  tell  you  that  Blanche  Shafer  was  a  medium,  and  had 
gotten  him  a  letter  from  “Mary”  which  gave  him  the  information 
upon  which  he  acted?  A.  He  said  very  little  about  the  “Man*” 
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heoel 'n  ww  not  friefto  ^  ('ircumstanc^ 

'"an  there  upon  tbS*  infoniwt^' llou.se  .nPd  f,.,und  this  other 

SZ^?  Y-  KSiS 

«•  <•  ^  ™h,  y“  ts ,rr nc* 

mean,  the  time  of  the  year?  '  '  " ha(  do  >ou 

could  noTtell  you.  "Ille’  <he  pen°d  °f  •Vour  acquaintance.  A.  I 

Q.  Was  it  before  your  alleged  engagement?  \  ni»  .  . 
after  he  came  to  live  with  us,  I  suppose,  on'lhh  street  °^’  n°‘  Untl1 
n  le  came  ^,ere  when?  A.  In  1003. 

the  year.  ”*  ^  <>f  'lle  year?  A’  1  d,m’t  ^member  what  part  of 

A  QI  could  tt'  'teryou16"  ^  ''e  be«in  (o  advise  you? 

Q.  Was  it  months  or  vears?  \  Ft  i 

Q.  And  it  may  have  been  vear.  too"  \  f  T,\  !"?ntha- 
<1  Well,  what  is  the  fact  with  referenced  it? V  iT  S°i  a 

told  you,  Mr.  Ford,  as  near  as  r  can.  '  A'  1  have  already 

Q.  ^  on  don’t  recall  how  lone:  it  w*i*9  \  ,•  ^ 

hadVtha e”*a«  <o  him 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  suggestions  to  him  with  re- ml  to  hi. 
Q47  n  p  .  ! M<1  1  •  1  don’t  know  as  T  did 

q.  . . ™  * . .  r.r."  '7h!i”'."'"'  . . w  “  ™- 

talking  to  Mr.  II„rd:  he  >  always  enjoyed 

business  matters.  I  knew  verv  littl,  7i  '  ,  ln  e  ice"t  man  in 
came  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hurd  b,,°,ness  untiI  I  be- 

miicii  now.' °U  kn°'V  “  grea'  deal  no"-  dn  J™?  A.  I  don’t  know 
were ? ^A*.  No,  si?  W  ""■*  ^  <*  h°*  "<an>’  «'  ">ese  women  there 

No^sirWeI1’  "'ere  theV  alWayS  "ith  '-Terence  to  these  women?  A. 

Q.  ^  ell,  what  other  business  matter  rFirF 
about?  A.  Oh.  different  things-  j  d„  ;  adv,P€  "a  h  you 

other  man— business  man  who  would  be  livinl  in  thT''  ’  ,k®  any 
948  mT  \fitho°’7Tar  in  and  y^  out  ,n  fhe  same  apaft- 

^**0  y.  Mr.  Hurd  knew  that  von  were  rmt  .»  i 

tendingdmy^n  to  ~n’oi  =  ^ 
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Q.  Well,  can  you  give  us  any  other  matter  of  business  of  his 
own  with  regard  to  which  he  talked  with  you,  except  the  matter  of 
these  loans  to  these  women  in  Minnesota?  A.  I  have  already  an¬ 
swered  that  question. 

Q.  Well,  answer  it  again.  A.  You  can  read  it  to  him;  I  have 
answered  it  twice,  if  T  am  not  mistaken. 

(At  the  request  of  counsel,  the  pending  question  was  read  aloud 
by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  As  I  have  already  told  you,  I  don’t  recall  them  now. 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  on  yesterday  that  you  had  a  first  rate 
memory.  A.  Oh,  I  don’t  know  any  woman  who  has  a  first  rate 
memory. 

Q.  Well,  what  about  your  memory,  is  it  good  or  had?  A.  I  will 
have  to  leave  you  to  judge  that. 

Q.  I  am  afraid  you  will  have  to  leave  it  with  the  Court,  Mrs. 
Cramer.  A.  Well,  then  the  Court;  I  do  the  best  I  can. 

Q-  You  say  further,  in  your  answer,  that  he  was  not  influenced 
in  his  business  matters  by  anything  you  said,  other  than  a  father 
might  be  influenced  by  a  wise  suggestion  from  an  affectionate 
daughter,  in  whom  he  had  confidence.  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  A\  hen  did  the  relation  of  an  affectionate  daughter  on  your 
part,  begin?  A.  As  I  say,  when  he  decided  that  he  was 

949  afraid  to  marrv. 

*/ 

Q.  So  that  it  was  after  that  time,  was  it,  that  he  discussed 
with  you  these  minor  business  matters?  A.  Oh.  he  discussed  them 
long  before  that. 

Q.  But  any  influence  that  your  suggestions  may  have  had  with 
him  prior  to  the  breaking  of  your  alleged  engag-ment  did  not  have 
its  foundation  in  your  relation  to  him  as  an  affectionate  daughter, 
did  it?  A.  It  always  had  an  affectionate  influence — I  always  was 
kind  and  thoughtful  of  Mr.  Hurd  in  everything  I  advised  with 
him.  I  always  did  them  for  his  own  good,  as  I  thought. 

Q.  You  also  had  influence  with  him,  didn’t  you?  A.  To  that 
extent,  that  one  kind  person  would  have  to  another. 

Q.  Did  you  make  to  him  any  wise  suggestions?  A.  I  advised 
with  him  in  lots  of  things.  It  might  be  considered  wise  by  me 
and  not  by  someone  else. 

950  Q.  In  your  answer,  I  refer  to  paragraph  7,  you  say  that 
you  gave  Mr.  Hurd  all  the  care  and  attention  you  could  have 

given  him  had  he  been  your  father.  Why  did  you  not  say  that  for 
at  least  part  of  the  time  you  gave  him  the  care  an  engaged  woman 
gives  to  a  man  to  whom  she  is  engaged? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to,  unless  counsel  will  state  wThat  care  an 
engaged  woman  ought  to  give  to  a  man  to  whom  she  is  engaged, 
so  that  it  will  be  intelligible. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  should  say  at  all  times  it  was  the  care  of  a  daughter  to  a 
father  who  was  very  much  older  than  me.  I  was  very  careful  of 
him  at  all  times. 
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Of  the  alleged ‘  eni^emen, "  V^l'^eted^the  '  p i^of ‘ V  da  ^ 

. . . *  . . . 

#P.55K S-BrFS' = 

1  YO,odlT)oV"enit10"  "  V*  your  answer>  did  you?  A.  No  sir 
951  necessary  'U"'  " y°U  didn’t?  A  1  didn’t  ‘»»nk  it 

tween  yourself  and  'Fenton  l"  Hnr!?  iiIIS"er'  that  the  relations  be- 
hitn  on  vour  side  \V  •  lid  •  ,  Rrewk,n‘?  “  *,ncere  regard  for 
pfeciatecl  everythin-;  Mr.  Hurddid  for  me'  A‘  "  hy’  1  a[> 

ft  (  In  i  i  _ l  i  i  _ .  _  * 


ni  ‘  •  i  'awA'i  vnu  iur  me. 

w»?u?  *a!  whvSiS;**  .';e  ,lid  fr  r  tbat  y°*>  -pp^-ted, 

in  even-  manner  '  '  he  WM  k,nd  and  thoughtful  of  me 


in  every  manner, 
gifts;  I0tlmt<,what"von  me-m  m i*®""1  f°r  his 

tion?  A.  Well,  ‘what  ojher'^ver  l  von  !™"*'  ‘°  q"es- 

relati‘>-  «-w  upon  his  side 

nated  in  a  proposaVof'  n'iari'f'iue'^  't  ^Oh  7*°  3  l0'1  that  culm>- 
Hage  was  uUl  off  it  £? ^  a^Zj  aTeZ^  "* 

of  the  engagement  then  ?* " *A ."  Yes*  "'e  Pe''iod  bef°re  ‘he  '"^"g 

959  n  u  l'°"  ym!  filed  your  answer?  ,\.  Yes. 

\  That*' iT  "  'en  v°u  nlilde  the  statement  in  vour  answer? 

that  statement  covers  after.  '  answer' 

The  same’  ease;  "he  'ww^dw.iv!  n'ff’a'”®  7  the  '‘"gagement?  A. 
thoughtful  of  me.  ‘  ‘  ‘  e,'tionate  and  kind  and  very 

Q.  It  was  only  a  grateful  affeetinn?  \  w  n 

aiOk\\M!,fTan  affect-inn  you  want.  Mr.  Ford  G  ’  '°U  <#an  (al1  !t 

that.  e"’  1  am  “*“*  y0U’  M«-  Cramer.'  A.  I  consider  it  was 

evidence  by  you.  there  is  this  sSen^en,  ‘4^”^  and  ,offered  in 
rowed  of  Mrs.  Cramer  .<4  000  tin  she  1>-  1 1™  none-v  ,hat  I  bor- 
had  never  loaned  Mr  U,,rd  $4,000  iLl  vof,?  "  \  rl?‘e  ,for-”  Y°u 
the  note  for  $10,000  and  changed  if  paid  rne  WOoh  "'  R?*Ve  "'I 
then  changed  ,t  to  $4,000,  and  later  paid  the  $4  000  a"d 
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Q.  Do  you  say  no?  A.  No,  I  said  he  gave  me - 

Q.  I  want  an  answer  to  my  question,  either  yes  or  no.  A.  Well, 
you  have  it,  I  guess. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  loan  Mr.  Hurd  $4,000?  A.  No. 
953  Q.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that,  is  there?  A.  No,  not 
that  T  can  recall  now. 

Q.  Well,  Mrs.  Cramer,  have  you  any  doubt  about  it?  A.  T  don't 
recall  ever  loaning  Mr.  Hurd  $4,000. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  any  doubt  about  it?  A.  I  don’t  know;  I 
don  t  recall  it  at  all  now. 

Q.  There  was  no  $4,000  loaned  Mr.  Hurd  at  the  time  this  letter 
was  written,  was  three?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  changed  it  to  four  thousand, 
the  note,  changing  the  note  to  four  thousand  after  paying  this  six 
thousand.  That  is  the  transaction  that  T  recall  now. 

Mr.  Lester  (to  the  Examiner) :  Read  the  question  Mr  Ex¬ 
aminer. 

(The  last  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  Not  that  I  can  recall,  no. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  any  doubt  about  that?  A.  I  can’t  recall 
loaning  Mr.  Hurd  $4,000,  that  is  all  I  can  say. 

looA  Mrs:  Cramer,  at  the  time  that  this  letter  dated  April  2nd 
taub,  which  you  have  produced  as  one  of  the  papers  that  Mr  Hurd 

r«innnnr  a‘  the  ‘ime  Omt  he  gave  you  an  alleged  note 

for  $10  00°,  did  you  loan  Mr.  Hurd  $4,000?  A.  T  don’t  think  so 

i  '  vou  know  Aether  you  did  or  not?  A.  I  don’t 

know.  If  Mr.  Hurd  said  I  did,  why  perhaps  T  did. 

0*4  ...  <^'TP'd,*his  letter  represent  a  loan  that  you  had  made  to 

l  »'*  ^ ‘  ^  h>ao  that  T  had — why  let  me  see  the 

letter  before  you  argue. 

TTilA9eri^ly  -  Dl(1  refer  t0  a  loan  that  you  had  made  to  Mr 
Hurd  (Showing  witness  letter.)  A.  No.  That  refers  to  the 
note  changed. 

T inti  «7nVin  -rVf  ,us  whether  at  that  time  you  loaned  Mr 
Hurd  $4,000?  A.  T  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  you  did  not?  A.  I  won’t  be  positive 

did"!  " ntI — °  t,lose  things:  T  may  have,  if  Mr.  Hurd  says  I 

,  Sn,  t}’a*if  >l,r-  Th,rfl„  in  this  letter  “the  money  that  I 
borrowed  of  Mrs.  Cramer,  $4,000.”  why  then  he  borrowed'  $4  000’ 

,  -N°;  *  know  what  that  note  refers  to.  That  note  refers  to  tb« 

refersS<to0thate  $1°’000’  a?  T  have  tol<i  'V°"  so  m«nv  times,  that  note 

Q.  But  what  I  am  trying  to  get  you  to  sav,  Mrs.  Cramer  is  that 
you  did  not  loan  Mr.  Hurd  $4,000  at  that  time.  A.  I  Zy  no  a 
well  as  I  can  remember.  y  ’ 

Q.  Now,  did  you  tell  your  counsel  the  facts  about  this  $4  000’ 

Swe;rtheqSon°ne  m°ment'  The  wHn6SS  is  direCted  not  to 

coun8elLESTER ''  °F  “y  °ther  <i,,estions  that  what  she  told  her 


382 


FENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


9  55 


Mr.  Ford:  Let  the  witness  say. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  If  you  did  tell  them,  when  did  you  tell  them? 
o  Mr.  Lester:  The  same  instruction. 


A.  I  decline. 

M^  lIuS ''$7, 000 ?Mr'  Bir"ey'  °r  anyb°fly  eIse-  that  you  had  loaned 
Mr.  Lester  :  Same  instruction. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

H,HW  'Cned  Mr' 

Q.  Do  you  recall  telling  him?  " 

Mr.  Lester  :  Same  objection.  Don’t  answer  that. 

A*  I  decline  to  answer 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Birney  got  that  information? 

*  r.  Lester  .  Don  t  answer  that. 

A*  1  decline  to  answer. 

MrQ  l2  ('hat  Zonnt™"  ',id  te!l  him  'hat  you  had  loaned 

Mr  Lester  (to  the  witness) :  Don’t  answer  that  question, 
n'  Li.  to  ans".er  "hat  I  told  Mr.  Birnev 

■\t  do,,  ’, •'  k 'll  aw"., ‘;,nrkt  ,d;;;  l;,;d  m*  Hum  *1,000? 

9,0  g-  ™  you  evei  things?  A^tThintf 

your  ,  ' 2in,Mh,:'^  TT  fi,ei'  in  »"*  -fe  you  had  ?„ 
ferring  to  the  papers  marked  hv  t)  Hr  ^  •vou*  you  not,  re- 

'o'- fc *n*W*T5W*fr  •*-«— 

Q.  These  letters  disclose  wh  it  tw  ft.  *•’  ‘  lr‘ 

'  J  «'■>'  "  hellier  I  e,,,|ai,  J .T"'  1“ ,he.v  "™? 

r  tr  ■*” f,e“  —  "-<«•  'SSUTz  d'Si 

Mr  T  PS 11  d'!l  ' °,' 1  R1'e  ,llese  ,elters  t°  your  attorney’ 

Mr.  Lester  (,o  the  witness) :  Don’t  answer  that. 

a.  I  de<*hne  to  answer. 

deposition?  p08SeSsio,‘  Prinr  “>  'he  taking  of  Mr.  Hurd’s 

Mr.  Lester  (to  the  witness) :  Don’t  answer  that. 

W.  (Continuing.)  On  August  12th  191ft 

Mr  Lfstpb  o„  (1,  ,  ’  ’P'0'  "ere  they  not’ 

.  Le.  ter  (to  the  witness) :  Don’t  answer  that. 

n  t  e  *°  answer. 

H-  1  will  ask  vou  whether  vm, 

y  do  not  remember  that  Exhibits 
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marked  by  the  Examiner  “For  Identification  J.  A.  L.  Nos.  5  and 
6”  were  shown  to  Mr.  Ilurd  during  his  examination  there  at  Whal- 
lonsburg?  A.  I  don't  know  what  papers  Mr.  Birney  showed  Mr. 
Ilurd.  I  didn't  conduct  the  case  there. 

Q.  Was  not  this  letter  to  Ross,  dated  April  2nd,  190fi,  addressed 
“My  friend  Ross'’  offered  in  evidence  marked  bv  the  Ex- 
957  aminer  “For  identification  J.  A.  L.  No.  5”  shown  to  Mr. 

Ilurd,  and  was  not  the  fetter  marked  “For  identification  de¬ 
fendant’s  Exhibit  D.  August  12th,  1910,  H.  L.  C.”?  A.  I  could  not 
(ell  you.  .  I  didn't  see  the  papers  Mr.  Birney  showed  Mr.  Hurd. 

^  Q.  You  were  present  when  Mr.  Hurd’s  deposition  was  taken?  A. 
Very  much  present. 

Q-  And  you  heard,  did  you  not,  the  cross-examination  of  Mr. 
Hurd  by  your  counsel?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  ^  on  were  sitting  right  by  the  side  of  vour  counsel,  were  vou 
not?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  do  not  remember  that  your  counsel 
asked  Mr.  Ilurd  this  question:  “Mr.  Hurd,  isn’t  it  a  fact  that  you 
borrowed  from  Mrs.  Cramer  $4,000  in  1900?”  A.  T  don’t  recall 
him  asking  that  question. 

Q.  And  do  you  not  recall  that  Mr.  Hurd  answered  that  question 
in  this  way:  “T  never  borrowed  a  dollar  from  her  in  God’s  world.” 
A.  That  would  have  been  very  untrue.  Tie  may  have  answered  that, 
but  that  would  have  been  very  untrue. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd  so  answered?  A. 
T  think  he  did,  something  to  that  effect. 

O.  Did  not  your  counsel  produce  this  letter  of  April  2nd,  1906. 
and  show  it  to  Mr.  Hurd,  and  ask  him  this  question:  “Look  at 
this  letter  dated  April  2nd,  1906.  and  sav  if  that  is  in  vour 
9oS  handwriting;  it  is  addressed  to  ‘Friend  Ross’”.  Do ‘you 
recall  that  happening? 

Mr.  Lester:  The  question  is  objected  to,  as  the  record  is  the  best 
evidence. 


A.  No.  T  could  not  recall  everything  that  Mr.  Birnev  said  to  Mr 
Hurd. 

Q.  T  am  asking  about  this  specific  matter.  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  I 
don  t  know  what  letter  called  for  the  answer  that  Mr.  Hurd  made 
I  could  not  tell  what  letter  he  showed  him. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  recall  Mr.  Birnev’s  asking  the  question  that  I 
have  referred  to? 

Mr  Lester:  Same  objection.  Let  it  be  understood  that  mv 
objection  goes  to  this  whole  line,  so  that  T  won’t  have  to  repeat  it.. 

A.  I  can’t  recall  it. 

Q.  T  will  ask  you  if  Mr  Hurd  did  not  answer  Mr.  Birney’s  ques- 
'°n  th'f  way:  “By  gosh,  that  is  my  handwriting,  but  I  don’t  re¬ 
member  a  thing  about  it.  I  forget  all  about  it;  that  is  a  singular 

^orld’  Vd"  t,re"ieirllier  of  ever  borrowing  a  cent  of  her  in  God’s 
world.  I  dont  know  why  T  should,  either;  I  cannot  see.  A.  I 
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il  wa* right  °n  ,he  **  *  ** 

•saying  that  he  l?ad  never  l^ro'^d  anvfhSgVrom  whiTl^k 
at  onee  was  untrue.  '  R  Ironi  ,,ie>  which  I  knew 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  this  question,  Mrs.  Cramer-  At  i  r 

959  vourt:tu!fJft,ilIrf,(,|,U,i';!V  ,leVOf°n  -Plai.lS0;: 

action?  <-ont.ection  noth  this  $4,000  trans 

Mr.  Lester  (to  the  witness):  Don’t  answer  that  question. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  what  I  said  to  my  counsel. 

960  By  Mr.  Ford: 

, ,  ^  itli  the  knowledge  on  vonr  ioh  ti,..*  1  j  i 

•M.000.  you  permitted  * 

Mr.  Lester:  Now,  read  the  question. 

Mr  LEsSRn8ThUeS'mn.,-V1L“  •e"<1  ?lou'1  l>.'-  the  Examiner.) 

ment  of  fan  and  Tiecaus^  holir'counsel  ^ C  '"T'^n 
know  hat  the  defendant  had  no  con  n  over  t  o  ?■ ",rt  T*11 

counsel  was  asking  during  the  examination.  qUestlons  ,hat 

Mr  •llurfdn't  kn°W  "hat  ques'io,ls  Mr  Bimey  was  going  to  ask 

().  5ou  were  present  right  there  in  the  room?  \  v 
M.  Sitting  light  by  him?  A.  Yes.  sir.  A-  ^ es’  Mr- 

or  not  Mr. '  llurd^had ' nouiorm'wcd  ’id  OOtw'  Hur<l  a£  to  'v,|ether 

,.u ,  sat  g-nj-t  I  Ml 

961  ",,e"  thistransactionTn  lD0(i  'mVufre.o”  T™  ^  ,I^|,rd 

*4,000  MOT1''*  $6’°00  h'  ,90A  ■* in  IS,  S 

their  origin  in  ahsingle"tran -L'lVtilln  .fo,"r  1,1011 -and  in  1906  had 
as  I  can  remember,  ves  '  dldn  *  -vo"  *>'?  A.  As  near 

that.  What  ab,mt  *he  $5’°°°  *"  April.  ,905?  A.  I  can’t  recall 

the  Washington  Loan  A-'TrusTcom^  °t  vour  a<TOunt  with 
under  date  of  April  17th  1<)0V  V  State  whet^er  or  not 
’"i-  11  NV''  Vnrk  draft  nf  flr.tippe  '  \  "deposit  0f 

,»v  „3 

^K°exae%iVed  ^  *5’°00?  I  ad- 
W*  And  then  vou  admit  do  von 

'  u’  t,iat  you  received  $5,000?  A. 
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I  admit  that  the  Washington  Loan  A  Trust  made  the  statement,  not 
me. 

Q.  Well,  is  that  a  correct  statement,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  don’t 
know,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Examine  the  paper  I  now  show  you.  being  a  draft  for  $5,000. 
dated  April  14th,  1905,  being  one  of  the  drafts  Exhibit  A.  H.  No. 
45  of  the  plaintiff’s  testimony  in  chief,  and  state  whether  or  not 
you  did  not  receive  the  money  on  that  draft,  or  it  did  not  go  into 
your  account  in  the  Washington  Loan  A  Trust  Company?  A.  That 
is  my  signature. 

Q.  Are  you  ready  to  admit  now  that  you  got  the  $5,000?  A. 

I  could  not  tell  you  whether  I  got  it  or  what  happened  between  Mr 
Hurd  and  I  at  that  time.  If  the  Washington  Loan  A  Trust  made 
a  statement  to  that  effect,  1  think  it  is  correct. 

Q.  If  the  transcript  of  your  account  furnished  hv  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Loan  A  Trust  Company  shows  that  you  deposited  a  New  York- 
draft  for  $5,000  on  April  17th,  1905,  is  that  the  draft?  A.  1  am 
not  trying  to  deny  one  cent  that  Mr.  Hurd  gave  me. 

963  Mr.  Ford:  I  will  just  ask  that  the  question  be  read  over, 
please. 

A.  If  the  Washington  Loan  A  Trust  statement  shows  it,  1  will 
ask  you  again  to  depend  upon  the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  for  a  correct  statement. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  you  can’t  remember  receiving  $5,000  in 
1905?  A.  I  think  I  told  you  in  my  answer  that  I  could  not  tell 
the  amount  Mr.  Hurd  had  given  me. 

Q.  Well,  how  about  it  now?  A.  I  can’t  tell  now. 

Q.  Do  not  the  production  of  this  draft,  with  your  name  on  the 
back  of  it,  and  the  production  of  a  transcript  of  your  account  with 
the  \\  ashington  Loan  A  Trust  Company  refresh  your  memory  in 
that  particular?  A.  That  is  my  signature:  that  is  all  1  can  say. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  you  ever  receive  a  New  York  draft  for 
$5,000  from  any  person  other  than  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  deposit  in  your  account  with  the  Washington 
Loan  &  Trust  Company  a  New  York  draft  for  $5,000  received  by 
you  from  any  other  source  than  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  I  can’t  re¬ 
call  that,  because  I  might  have,  in  having  the  note  paid,  been  in  a 
New  York  draft;  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

964  Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  a  New  York  draft  for  $5,000  in 
payment  of  a  note?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you;  I  don’t  re¬ 
member. 

Q.  Whose  note  would  it  be?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that, 

Q,  Did  you  ever  have  a  note  for  $5,000?  A.  I  don’t  know; 
perhaps  I  have. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  admit,  in  the  face  of  your  signature 
on  the  back  of  that  draft,  and  of  the  entry  of  a  deposit  of  $5,000 
in  the  form  of  a  New  York  draft  in  your  account  with  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  A  Trust  Company,  that  you  received  $5,000  from  Mr. 
Hurd  in  1905?  A.  I  would  not  like  to  admit  anvthing  I  was  not 
positive  of. 

49— 2483a 
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April  or  .May  'l'tOlAi'id  k "'bother  when  this  transaction  in 
had  m-eirclfron,  Mr.  Hurdle,' 000  oV |l°iS?0' ‘T'^^ould 

Q.  The  difference  was  so  slight  flint  ,,  i 
vour  mind,  is  that  what  you  wLd  t 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  ax  argumentative. 

A.  I  don't  think  I  said  that,  Mr.  Ford. 

be*  out  you  don  t  remember  it?  \  t  i  u  1  . 

azs  as  su  - 1  -as. 

985  %■  x^v'&r1  ~n? 

Q.  ^  here  do  you  think  it  is?  A  Whv  if  r  ti  1  r 
would  go  and  get  it  .  >  d  I  thought  I 

”  £•»?&&*• . . — 

other  than  herself.  '  '  ,invhody  else  l>elieved. 

O  \VdtT  a k,1°'V  \'hat  Mr-  Hurd  believed. 

them?  A.’  I 'don’t  know,  "■,,etlle,■  ,10'  he.'a"  «»'  confidence  in 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know?  A.  \0  sir 

of  an.yd  tbemrCVkr«b,"v',!!!ok’rsob<J,U  aCting  on  the 
about  b°U  are  ""  tlla*’  -  No,  I  won’t  be  sure 

cause  I  don’t"'  recaH  justnou?  lm,llet'tlon  °n  the  subject.  ,\.  Be¬ 
think  about ^it? ’'^V* An?  iwrticuilr' matter"^1  t,,e-ti,",e  you  want  to 
memory  with,  why  all  right  ‘  ‘  >ou  wlsh  to  refresh  my 

<4  'j---?  rtiar  z  i!"  ,”t  f 11  «*  - 

Cramer.  *  ’  a  "ttle  hoj^less  in  that  regard,  Mrs. 

“7  BES*-  1=z‘ - =“■£ 

write  for  him?  "fv/ob.^e  Xn  a‘ked  me  that"*  fil>‘  asked  -Vl,u  “» 

don’t  remember.  '  *  ‘  1  ould  not  tell  you  that;  I 

Q.  About  how  lone  a  no  9  A  1  ,,  . 

Q.  Was  it  before  the  dleged  eng^mentf  A  Ob 

Q.  Ho.-  A.  ,  'L' 
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Q.  You  haven’t  anv  recollection  as  to  when  he  began  doing  so? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  approximate  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  you  always  refused?  A.  Yes,  excepting  the 
time  that  I  admitted. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  As  near  as  I  can  remember,  what  I 
testified  to. 

Q.  Well,  when — you  haven’t  told  me.  A.  1909. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  year?  A.  Just  before  or  just  after  he  had 
given — it  was  either  just  after  he  had  given  me  the  $10,000 

968  or  just  before;  it  was  just  before  or  just  after;  I  can’t  re¬ 
call  it. 

Q.  1  believe  you  testified  that  in  at  least  one  of  those  letters  you 
may  have  used  the  expression  “be  good  to  Laury.”  A.  Mr.  Hurd 
said  I  did;  I  may  have. 

(J.  I  think  you  further  testified  that  in  one  of  those  letters  men¬ 
tion  was  made  of  the  $10,000  transaction.  A.  Yes,  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  spiritualist,  didn’t  you.  A.  Oh, 
yes. 

Q.  He  believed  firmly  in  it,  didn’t  he?  A.  Why  T  don’t  know  as 
he  believed  so  firmly  in  it.  He  was  a  spiritualist. 

Q.  Didn’t  he  appear  to  believe  in  it?  A.  I  think  he  did  be¬ 
lieve  in  it  to  a  certain  extent,  yes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  admit  in  your  answer  that  he  was  a  believer  in 
that  cult?  A.  Didn’t  I  just  say  to  you  that  T  thought  he  was  a 
believer  in  that  spiritualist? 

Q.  You  knew  that  he  believed  in  the  possibility  of  communica¬ 
tion  with  departed  spirits,  didn’t  you?  A.  I  don’t  know  as  I  knew 
that  he  believed  in  it;  don’t  know  yet  as  I  knew  that  he  believed  in 
it.  I  know  that  he  got  the  letters  from  Mrs.  Shafer  and  read  them, 
whether  he  believed  in  them  or  not  I  couldn’t  tell  you. 

Q.  Don’t  you  think  that  he  believed  in  them?  A.  Oh,  I  didn’t 
give  it  any  thought. 

969  Q.  Don’t  vou  know  that  he  was  influenced  by  that  belief? 
A.  No. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  was  he  or  not?  A.  I  don’t  know.  And 
he  would  be  cranky  sometimes  when  he  would  come  from  Mrs. 
Shafer’s,  whether  it  was  that  that  did  it  or  what  I  don’t  know,  or 
her  talking  to  him  or  what  is  was,  T  don’t  know. 

Q.  You  never  observed  that  he  was  influenced?  A.  No,  T  didn’t 
say  that  T  observed  that  he  was  influenced. 

Q,  Well,  1  say  you  never  observed  that  he  was  influenced  by  these 
spirit  letters,  did  you?  A.  T  don’t  think  I  ever  observed  any  par¬ 
ticular  influence. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  write  those  two  letters?  A.  Oh,  just 
in  a  spirit  of  fun,  to  please  him. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hurd  amused  by  it?  A.  Well,  he  seemed  to  be; 
laughed  quite  heartily  over  it. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  was  an  amusing  circumstance?  A.  Why 

ves. 

%> 

Q.  That  you  should  write  a  letter  to  him,  a  man  who  believed  in 
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spiritual  ism,  and  sign  the  name  of  his  dead  wife  to  it?  A  Don’t 
you  think  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  them  just  for  amusement? 

.  9:  ^  111  y°u  answer  my  question,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  What 

is  it? 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  amused?  A.  He  was  very 
muc  h  amused  at  the  seances  we  went  to  on  one  occasion. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  seances  now,  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  am 
talking  about  the  letters  that  you  wrote  him.  A.  Oh.  I  beg  vour 
pardon.  He  seemed  to  he  very  much  amused;  yes. 

Q.  And  lmw  did  lie  express  his  amusement?  A.  He  laughed, 
q.  Laughed  at  the  idea  of  a  letter  that  came  to  him  from  his 
dead  w.fe?  A.  Laughed  and  said.  “Well,  Laury,  that  looks  about 
like  Airs.  Miafer  ,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  I  believe  you  also  said  that  you  told  him  that  von  could  write 
these  etters  as  well  as  .Mrs.  Shafer,  didn't  you?  A.'  I  said  I  could 

nnte  letters  like  I  had  seen  Mrs.  Shafer  write  to  him.  I  said  most 
anyone  could  do  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  Mrs.  Shafer  write  a  letter?  A.  I  saw  the 
letters  that  he  said  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  him. 

Q.  How  often  did  Mr.  Hurd  give  you  small  amounts?  \  I  don’t 
recall  how  often. 

Q.  AY  hat  were  they— what  was  the  size  of  them  ?  A.  I  don’t  recall 
that,  either. 

Q.  Well,  can’t  you  give  us  some  idea?  A.  No,  sir. 

A"  1  /»  . ,  ,  . .  -  «  amount  to  in  the  course 

9(1  of  a  year.  A.  Oh,  I  could  not  tell  you  that;  anything  he 

.  tel t  inclined  to  give  me. 

Q-  AVas  it  a  very  ordinary  occurrence?  A.  No. 

Q.  Extraordinary?  A.  No.  I  never  thought  anything  about  the 

ordinary  part  of  it.  *  *  e 

Q.  W  ould  it  amount  to  half  of  the  rent  of  the  apartment?  A. 

Never  thought  anything  about  the  rent  of  the  apartment.  I  paid 

that  myself.  r 

%■ 

Q.  A\  ell.  that  doesn’t  answer  my  question. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

,  Q-  ^  ]1J,t  was  tlle  ftinount  of  the  doctor’s  bill  that  he  paid?  \ 

W  hv  I  have  the  receipt.  I  know  lie  came  home  verv  much  tickled 
o\er  the  idea  that  he  had  gotten  the  doctor  to  take  off  five  dollar* 
and  he  also  went  up  and  paid  the  specialist  that  was  called  in  on  mv 
(ase  at  the  hospital.  Dr.  Bryan,  who  was  called  in  as  a  specialist.  * 

Air  Lester  (to  the  Examiner)  :  Read  the  question 

11  he  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  couldn’t  tell  you. 

thing  'like’  that!*  h°W  mU<>h?  A*  T‘  seems  ,0  me  U  *15,  or  some- 
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Q.  Was  the  original  bill  $20?  A.  I  don’t  recall  the  exact 

972  amount;  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  it  was. 

Q.  What  did  he  pay  Dr.  Bryan?  A.  Five  dollars;  con¬ 
sultation. 

Q.  You  stated  on  your  direct-examination  that  when  Mr.  Hurd 
would  see  a  person  wearing  nice  things,  pretty  things,  that  he  would 
come  in  and  give  you  money  and  tell  you  to  go  and  buy  them  for 
yourself,  or  something  of  that  kind?  A.  No,  I  don’t  think  T  said 
that  he  would  come  home  and  give  me  money  to  buy  myself  things, 
did  I? 

Q.  I  so  understood  you.  What  was  the  fact  with  reference  to  it? 
A.  I  said  I  could  recall  on  one  occasion — one  or  two  occasions — of 
his  saying  that  he  would  like  me  to  have  such  a  thing. 

Q.  And  giving  you  money  for  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  restrict  it  to  one  or  two  occasions  in  your  direct-exami¬ 
nation?  A.  The  clothing,  yes;  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  was  the  largest  amount  he  ever  gave  you  for  that  pur¬ 
pose?  A.  I  don’t  remember,  Mr.  Ford. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  marketing  did  Mr.  Hurd  do?  A.  Nearly  all 
of  it.  Oh,  I  won’t  say  that,  either,  but  he  was  very  good  to  go  to  the 
market  for  me  and  saved  me  lots  of  steps. 

Q,  Would  you  give  him  the  money  for  it?  A.  Always, 

973  yes,  sir.  Well,  T  won’t  say  “always”;  whenever  I  was  there. 

Q.  When  you  didn’t  give  it  to  him  did  you  repay  it?  A. 
Usually  he  would  tell  me  what  he  had  spent  and  I  would  give  it  back 
to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  collecting  his  board?  A.  Board 
— no,  never  had  any  trouble;  I  never  asked  him  for  it. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  withhold  any  part  of  it?  A.  Lots  of  times. 

Q.  You  never  asked  him  for  it?  A.  No,  not  to  my  recollection; 
I  never  asked  Mr.  Hurd  for  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  you  never  thought  he  was  stingy.  A.  No, 
not  with  me,  he  never  was. 

Q.  Was  he  stingy  with  other  people?  A.  W  ith  himself,  very. 

Q.  Well,  with  other  persons  than  himself?  A.  Well,  I  don’t  know 
much  about  his  transactions  with  others. 

Q.  Would  you  cal  lhim  stingy  with  his  family.  A.  No,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  call  him  stingy  with  his  family. 

Q.  Would  you  call  him  stingy  with  your  friends?  A.  My 
friends?  I  don’t  know  what  you  mean. 

Q.  When  he  took  them  out  with  you  he  always  paid  the  bills, 
didn’t  he?  A.  Why,  no,  I  don’t  think  he  was  stingy  when 

974  he  took  my  friends  out.  Did  I  say  so? 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  friends  in  Washington  that  you  knew, 
of,  other  than  the  persons  who  visited  your  apartment?  A.  I 
didn’t  know  Mr.  Hurd’s  friends,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  persons  that  he  visited?  A.  I  don’t 
know  them.  Oh,  Mr.  Betts,  yes,  and  his  niece  and  nephew. 

Q.  Mr.  Betts  is  dead,  isn’t  he?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  believe  vou  said  he  used  to  visit  Mrs.  Shafer.  A.  I  beg  par¬ 
don? 
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spiritualism,  and  sign  the  name  of  his  dead  wife  to  it?  A.  Don’t 
you  think  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  them  just  for  amusement? 

n-A  .  9-  Wil*  y®«  answer  »iy  question,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  What 
9/U  is  it? 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  amused?  A.  lie  was  very 
much  amused  at  the  seances  we  went  to  on  one  occasion. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  seances  now,  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  am 
talking  about  the  letters  that  you  wrote  him.  A.  Oh,  I  beg  vour 
pardon.  He  seemed  to  be  very  much  amused;  yes. 

0.  And  how  did  he  express  his  amusement Y  A.  He  laughed. 

i  (V  .‘U§  *  a*  tlle,  i(,ea  of  letter  that  came  to  him  from  his 

dead  w.fe?  A.  Laughed  and  said,  “Well,  Laury,  that  looks  about 
like  Airs.  Miaier  ,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  I  l<eheve  you  also  said  that  you  told  him  that  you  could  write 
these  etters  as  well  as  Mrs.  Shafer,  didn't  you?  A.'  I  said  I  could 

write  letters  like  1  had  seen  Mrs.  Shafer  write  to  him.  I  said  mo«t 
anyone  could  do  that. 

(J.  Did  you  ever  see  Mrs.  Shafer  write  a  letter?  A.  I  saw  the 
letters  that  lie  said  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  him. 

Q.  How  otten  did  Mr.  Hurd  give  you  small  amounts?  A  I  don’t 
recall  how  often. 

Q.  W  hat  were  they— what  was  the  size  of  them?  A.  I  don’t  recall 
that,  either. 

Q.  Well,  can’t  you  give  us  some  idea?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  About  how  “inch  would  they  amount  to  in  the  course 
9/1  of  a  year?  A.  Oh.  I  could  not  tell  you  that;  anything  lie 

*  felt  inclined  to  give  me. 

Q-  Was  it  a  very  ordinary  occurrence?  A.  No. 

().  Extraordinary?  A.  No.  I  never  thought  anything  about  the 
ordinary  part  of  it. 

Q.  W  ould  it  amount  to  half  of  the  rent  of  the  apartment9  \ 

Never  thought  anything  about  the  rent  of  the  apartment  I*  mid 

that  myself.  1 

Q*  W  ell.  that  doesn’t  answer  my  question. 

(rlhe  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

,  Q*  ^|iat  was  lIle  T,,ount  of  tIle  doctor’s  bill  that  he  paid?  \ 

W  hy  1  have  the  receipt.  I  know  he  came  home  very  much  tickled 
o\er  the  idea  that  he  had  gotten  the  doctor  to  take  off  five  dollars 
and  he  also  went  up  and  paid  the  specialist  that  was  called  in  on  mv 
case  at  the  hospital.  Dr.  Rryan.  who  was  called  in  as  a  specialist.  * 

Mr  Lester  (to  the  Examiner):  Read  the  question 
(  1  he  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  couldn’t  tell  you. 

thing  S’  |hatUt  h°W  mU°h?  A'  ft  aeems  t0  me  u  was  $15,  or  some- 
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Q.  Was  the  original  bill  $20?  A.  I  don’t  recall  the  exact 

972  amount;  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  it  was. 

Q.  What  did  he  pay  Dr.  Bryan ?  A.  Five  dollars;  con¬ 
sultation. 

Q.  You  stated  on  your  direct-examination  that  when  Mr.  Hurd 
would  see  a  person  wearing  nice  things,  pretty  things,  that  he  would 
come  in  and  give  you  money  and  tell  you  to  go  and  buy  them  for 
yourself,  or  something  of  that  kind?  A.  No,  I  don’t  think  I  said 
that  he  would  come  home  and  give  me  money  to  buy  myself  tilings, 
did  I? 

Q.  I  so  understood  you.  What  was  the  fact  with  reference  to  it? 
A.  I  said  I  could  recall  on  one  occasion — one  or  two  occasions — of 
his  saying  that  he  would  like  me  to  have  such  a  thing. 

(J.  And  giving  you  money  for  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  restrict  it  to  one  or  two  occasions  in  your  direct-exami¬ 
nation?  A.  The  clothing,  yes;  things  of  that  kind. 

Q.  What  was  the  largest  amount  he  ever  gave  you  for  that  pur¬ 
pose?  A.  I  don’t  remember,  Mr.  Ford. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  marketing  did  Mr.  Hurd  do?  A.  Nearly  all 
of  it.  Oh,  I  won’t  say  that,  either,  but  he  was  very  good  to  go  to  the 
market  for  me  and  saved  me  lots  of  steps. 

Q.  Would  you  give  him  the  money  for  it?  A.  Always, 

973  yes,  sir.  Well,  I  won’t  say  “always”;  whenever  I  was  there. 

Q.  When  you  didn’t  give  it  to  him  did  you  repay  it?  A. 
Usually  he  would  tell  me  what  he  had  spent  and  I  would  give  it  back 
to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  trouble  collecting  his  board?  A.  Board 
• — no,  never  had  any  trouble;  I  never  asked  him  for  it. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  withhold  any  part  of  it?  A.  Lots  of  times. 

Q.  You  never  asked  him  for  it?  A.  No,  not  to  my  recollection ; 
I  never  asked  Mr.  Hurd  for  anything  of  the  kind. 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  you  never  thought  he  was  stingy.  A.  No, 
not  with  me,  he  never  was. 

Q.  Was  he  stingy  with  other  people?  A.  With  himself,  very. 

Q.  Well,  with  other  persons  than  himself?  A.  Well,  I  don’t  know 
much  about  his  transactions  with  others. 

Q.  Would  you  cal  lhim  stingy  with  his  family.  A.  No,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  call  him  stingy  with  his  family. 

Q.  Would  you  call  him  stingy  with  your  friends?  A.  My 
friends?  I  don’t  know  what  you  mean. 

Q.  When  he  took  them  out  with  you  he  always  paid  the  bills, 
didn’t  he?  A.  Why,  no,  T  don’t  think  he  was  stingy  when 

974  he  took  my  friends  out.  Did  I  say  so? 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  friends  in  Washington  that  you  knew, 
of.  other  than  the  persons  who  visited  your  apartment?  A.  I 
didn’t  know  Mr.  Hurd’s  friends,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  other  persons  that  he  visited?  A.  I  don’t 
know  them.  Oh,  Mr.  Betts,  yes,  and  his  niece  and  nephew. 

Q.  Mr.  Betts  is  dead,  isn’t  he?  A;  Yes. 

Q.  I  believe  vou  said  he  used  to  visit  Mrs.  Shafer.  A.  I  beg  par¬ 
don? 
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Q.'  1 1  ow'1  f  req  uen  1 1  v ^  t'T'  i**"*  Mrs  A.  Yes. 

lon<f;nTd<T . lbm  al1  -Uy 

v*.  Did  lie  go  there  flail v ?  \  f  ri/AtA’f  1  T 

n  \r„  n  -  A:*  A-  1  d<m  t  know,  I  am  ^ure 

the  Wash Ington ? Loan  A  ^uslampa^'ri8  Y™  ^ 

975  1 7th ^  1906D  a/ \v!!!lT On  ' "‘t ) ' * ‘ l,0°k  was  °i’ened  011  April 

$1294.17  ’  lcre  was  “  ore,li*  of  balance  of 

Q.  Where  is  the  book  that  antedated  this?  t  ii  , 

you  I  didn’t  know.  e(1  ,,ns-  A-  1  have  already  told 

Q.  You  don’t  know  what  became  of  it?  A.  No  sir 

for  this  book?  <Ak  I °h  . voWo *i e!'e| ,^U"e  tin'e  ,ha‘  .vou  "ere  looking 

did^’t^ou?1^' Yes.b0°k  "  'th  the  tmst  comf,uny  l,nor  to  this  one. 
sir1'  And  y0U  haVe  no  collection  of  what  became  of  it?  No. 

'4  Jr  ’if"  '  “ «  cr  stti" . * 

have  iiTY'i'  ,aake  a  ctrch  among  your  papei*  to  see  if  you 

date  of  September  21«t'  °1908  'and  1"’?^  an<1  an  e"lrA  ,lnder 

find  there  a  credit  of  $5,000?  '".A  Yes. 'V  let her  d<>  no. 

Q.  I  lease  look  at  it.  also,  under  date  of  December  99nH  icww* 
and  state  whether  you  do  not  find  a  credit  of  $4,000 ?  A  ~ Ye* 

97fi  J?;  ?  °U  h?d  thi^])ook  in  vollr  possession  when  your  answer 
book.  'i,Ie'  1,1  th‘S  ‘’aSe’  d'd  •V°"  not?  A.  Yes]  I  had  that 

Q.  Did  you  examine  it  to  find  what  amounts  were  shown  there 

1m  te&r* • ^ ,,r »«-» 1 

as  cotdd.’  d!d  5’0U  eXamine  U  at  alI?  A-  T  went  over  it  as  well 
Q.  Didn’t  you  find  the  item  for  $4  000 9  V  T  d,vm’f  ur 

srjnxr  “n'y  "r  '"m'  “ si™  ™  -  ■« "  w  “ 

4  #f  A-  ■*> 

Q.  w  hen  a  note  was  paid  into  the  credit  of  vour  account  was  not 
the  name  of  the  party  paying  it  entered  in  the  hook? 

A.  J  don  t  know,  T  am  sure. 

Q.  Just  look  at  the  book  and  see  if  that  is  not  true.  T  call  vour 
attention  to  the  entry  under  date  of  August  6th.  1906.  of  CockrcP 
interest,  $13o:  under  date  of  October  8th.  1906,  Watson  interest' 
$112.o0.  Februai^-  6th,  1906.  payment  bv  Cockrell  of  $1,000.  and 
of  interest  of  $135.  Are  there  any  entries  in  this  book  of  pavments 
to  you  on  account  of  the  principal  or  interest  on  notes  where  the 
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name  of  the  party  paying  is  not  given?  A.  You  have  the  book 
fhere,  my  bank  account,  and  you  have  the  statement  from  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Loan  &  Trust  which  explains  it  more  fully  than  I  could  pos¬ 
sibly  remember  it. 

977  Q.  Well,  just  examine  this  book,  will  you,  and  state 
whether  you  can  find  the  entry  of  any  interest  or  payment  on 

account  of  notes  where  the  name  of  the  party  paying  it  is  not  en¬ 
tered?  A.  I  think  the  names  appear  where  the  interest  is  paid. 

Q.  Or  where  there  has  l>een  a  payment  on  account  of  the  note, 
doesn’t  it?  A.  I  don’t  think  so. 

Q-  Kindly  look  to  see  where  a  payment  was  made  on  account  of 
a  note,  where  the  name  of  the  party  paying  it  does  not  appear.  A. 

Yes,  the  names  are  here,  of  the  interest  and - 

Q.  There  is  no  name  attached  to  this  $4,000  entry,  is  there?  A. 
No,  and  neither  is  there  any  name  to  this — to  the  loan — $4,000 
over  there  (indicating). 

Q.  But  the  word  “loan”  is  attached  to  that  entry,  isn’t  it?  A. 
Not  of  the  $2,000  here;  it  does  not  appear  names  to  all  of  them,  no. 

Q.  Those  were  loans  obtained  by  you  from  the  Washington  Loan 
<fc  Trust  Company,  were  they  not?  A.  I  can  only  answer  you  as  the 
hook  shows,  and  the  statement  over  there  shows. 

Q.  Did  you  not,  on  March  14th,  1910,  obtain  a  loan  of  $2,000 
from  the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Company? 

Mr.  I  .ester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  issues  in  this  case.  You  need  not  answer  it 
unless  you  want  to. 

978  A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  on  June  6th,  1910,  obtain  a  loan  from 
the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Company  in  the  sum  of  $4,000? 

Mr.  Lester:  Same  objection  and  same  instruction. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  And  were  not  those  notes  secured  by  a  pledge  of  other  notes 
that  you  had  purchased  from  the  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Com- 
pany? 

Mr.  Lester:  Same  objection  and  same  instruction. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  I  believe  you  stated  that  it  was  not  your  habit  to 
preserve  letters  you  received  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  Why  did  you  destroy  them?  A.  The- same  as  I  destroyed 
other  letters  from  other  persons. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  make  a  practice  of  destroying  your  letters?  A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  T  believe  you  also  stated  that  you  never  expected  any  of  these 
transactions  with  Mr.  Hurd  to  become  the  subject  of  inquiry? 

979  A.  I  did  state  that. 

Q.  You  did  preserve  the  letter  to  you  of  March  26th,  1906, 
the  letter  of  April  '2nd  to  Ross,  and  the  letter  of  April  2nd,  1906, 
to  Lee  Hurd?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Why  did  you  do  that?  A.  Well,  1  didn't  know  I  had  pre¬ 
sen  ed  them  lor  this  length  of  time.  ^ 

k l.  llow  long  did  you  intend  to  preserve  them?  A.  i  didn't  know 
I  liau  them  until  this  case  came  up. 

Q.  When  did  you  expect  to  dispose  of  them?  A.  1  didn't  expect 
to  dispose  of  them  at  all,  lor  1  didn't  think  anything  about  them. 

.  .  %,u  i1,11  \  lillllk  11  wa*s  1!eces:*ar}T  when  you  turned  the  note 

o\ei  to  -Mr.  liurd  to  turn  over  with  it  these  other  papers?  A  Never 
thought  anything  about  it. 

Q.  I  wish  you  would  tell  me  just  why  it  was  that  your  letter  of 
>  -I,d’  addressed  to  Mr.  liurd  with  reference  to  this 

*10,000  note  was  written?  (Referring  to  Exhibit  marked  bv  the 
Examiner  “tor  Identification  J.  A.  I..  No.  4.”).  A  Mv  letter'’ 

Q.  Yes.  J 

Mr.  Lester:  I  suggest  that  the  letter  be  shown  the  witness. 

Q.  (Continuing:)  1  will  show  it  to  her. 

Mi.  Lester:  It  is  possible  you  refer  to  a  receipt. 

•■VO  I  ?1!-'  FoRD:  Well,  if  there  is  any  receipt  about  it,  gentlemen. 
OoU  I  fail  to  see  it. 

i  *4  Mi.  Lester:  Well,  I  say  I  call  it  a  receipt  and  vou  call  it 
a  letter,  that  is  the  only  difference. 

The  \\  itness:  That  is  a  receipt,  not  a  letter. 

Q'T,Who*  does  it  acknowledge  the  receipt  of?  A.  I  wrote  that  at 
'  ri  „  ,  :'u«Sestion  to  hold  m  case  anything  happened  to  him. 

PJ.  put  what  does  it  acknowledge  the  receipt  of?  A.  That  he 
had  given  me  a  note  for  $10,000. 

Q.  Will  you  please  point  out  in  the  letter  anything  in  it  that  i*  a 
receipt?  * 

Mr.  Lester  :  I  suggest  the  paper  speaks  for  itself. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  That  is  what  I  consider  it,  a  receipt. 

Have  von  always  considered  it  a  receipt?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  A  receipt  that  was  in  your  possession  instead  of  Mr  IlurdV 
A  1  don  t  know  whether  it  was  always  in  my  possession  or  always  in 
Mr.  Hurds:  it  was  written  at  Mr.  Hurd's  suggestion,  and  I  have  it 
now.  J  think  it  was  always  in  mine. 

Q.  Did  pm  think  it  was  at  all  strange  that  a  paper  which  you 
claim  was  a  receipt  for  a  note  of  $10,000  given  bv  vou  to  Mr  Hurd 
to  remain  in  your  possession  instead  of  his?  A.  Whv  ve*  I  held 
that  in  case  anything  happened  to  him,  as  he  suggested  '  ‘ 

no-!  .  %  J'  ";ns  P™*™*  it  in  case  anything  happened  to  him. 
081  vas  it?  A.  Before  the  note  was  paid. 

Q.  Well,  how  did  it  affect  him  in  the  event  of  hi*  death 
his  death6  '’°te  pf"d?  A  0h'  1  "'°"ld  have  never  gotten  it  after 

Q.  ell,  did  this  letter  give  you  any  additional  assurance  that 

ZntT  Vet  •/t7,his  ,lpnth:  A'  T  ne™'  thought  anything 
about  it.  I  wrote  it  at  his  suggestion.  '  * 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  did  Mr.  Hurd  think  it  was  necessary  to 


frENTON  J.  HURD,  ETC.,  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


393 


obtain  from  you  your  consent  that  in  the  event  he  did  not  pay  the 
note  when  it  matured  you  would  extend  the  time  of  payment?  A. 
He  must  have  thought  so.  He  asked  me  to  write  that. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  to  lead  him  to  believe  that  you  would 
insist  upon  the  payment  of  that  note  at  maturity?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  vou  h  ive  anv  doubt  that  if  Mr.  Ilurd  h\ed  vou  woulu 
get  the  money?  A.  That  is  Mr.  Hurd’s  suggestion;  not  mine,  that 
that  note  is  written. 

Q.  Well,  if  it  was  written  in  order  that  you  might  be  pro¬ 
tected  in  getting  the  money,  as  1  believe  you  have  stated,  why  was 
it  necessary  that  you  should  make  an  agreement  that  if  Mr.  Hurd 
was  still  alive  when  the  note  came  due,  and  was  not  ready  to  pay 
it,  you  would  extend  it  yearly  until  he  was  in  a  position  to  do  so? 
A.  Just  what  he  asked  me  to  say. 

Q.  It  didn’t  strike  you  as  a  rather  peculiar  proposition? 
982  A.  I  never  thought  anything  about  it.  I  knew  Mr.  Hurd’s 
intentions  were  good  to  me. 

Q.  Don’t  you  think  it  was  rather  a  childish  thing  for  him  to 
do  under  the  circumstances  that  existed?  A.  Why,  no,  no. 

Q.  You  knew  that  you  were  not  giving  him  any  value  for  this 
note,  didn’t  you?  A.  Certainly. 

Q.  And  yet,  although  you  were  not  giving  up  any  value,  here 
was  an  agreement  signed  by  you  that  if  the  note  was  not  paid  at 
the  end  of  one  year  that  you  would  renew  it?  A.  He  seemed  to 
know  his  family  better  than  I  did. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  his  family  have  to  do  with  this?  A.  I  don’t 
know. 


Q.  Did  you  think  this  letter  would  have  helped  you  to  collect  it 
from  his  family,  if  he  had  died?  A.  No,  I  dont  think  it  would. 

Q.  Did  you  at  that  time?  A.  No,  1  didn’t  think  much  about 
it  ;  I  wrote  it  at  his  suggestion. 

Q.  And  did  you  know  at  that  time  that  no  consideration  had 
been  given  for  that  note,  and  that  Mr.  Hurd  himself  could  re¬ 
pudiate  it?  A.  W  hy,  I  was  giving  him  a  home,  and  every  comfort 
of  a  home  that  a  man  could  have,  and  he  said  he  wished  to  provide 
for  me  the  rest  of  my  life  in  case  anything  happened  to  him.  since 
he  had  not  married  me. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  it  a  gift?  A.  This  $10,000  note? 

Q.  Acs,  this  $10,000  note.  A.  Why,  sure. 

983  Q.  You  didn’t  consider  it,  then,  as  a  payment  for  sendees 
rendered  and  to  be  rendered?  A.  Thev  were  all  mfts  to 
me  from  Mr.  Hurd.  '  K  ■ 

Q.  They  were  not  payments  on  account  of  services  rendered  or  to 
be  rendered?  A.  He  gave  them  in  consideration  of  the  good  home 
he  was  having  there,  and  he  expected  to  have  the  rest  of  his  life 
Q.  At  the  time  that  you  wrote  this  letter — this  receipt,  as  yon 

omnltToLoPr\  2rl  1  m6,  ha<1  l1,6  Rlven  y°u  the  'ftter  of  March 

u.L  ut  A  1  coul<!  n,ot  l.e11  y°u  I  don’t  remember 

whether  he  had  or  not ;  whether  it  was  given  to  me  at  the  time  that 

he  gave  them  all  together,  or  separately. 

50— 2483a 
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'  °,u,  m^a“  t0  sav  that  >’ou  don't  know  whether  the  Ross  letter, 
he  Lee  Hurd  letter,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hurd  himself,  and  vour 

letter,  were  written  at  or  about  the  same  time?  A.  What  is  it' vou 
say  f 

V 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  examiner.) 

A.  I  know  the  others  were  written  about  the  same  time*  I  don’t 
remember  the  date  of  that. 

Q.  Of  your  letter  ?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  bears  even  date  with  the  Ross  letter  and  the  Lee  Hurd 

letter.  A.  Does  it?  Well,  they  must  have  been  all  written  about 
tne  same  time. 

984  .  Q  A,nd  the  letter  to  you  of  March  26th,  1906,  was  written 

I  think  )0Ut  1  ^  SUme  tlme’  "a<n  1  it?  A*  11  hlLS  the  date  on  it. 

Q.  "Well,  did  you  get  it  at  about  the  time  it  is  dated?  \  I  don’t 
remember. 

Q.  You  kept  none  of  the  letters  received  by  you  durine  vour 
alleged  engagement  to  Mr.  Hurd,  except  this  "one  that  vou  have 
produced  dated  St.  Charles,  Minnesota,  December  2nd,  1904  which 
j  '  '--I  ;n  ev!dence  ,na,kcd  by  the  Examiner  “For  identification 

I  can  find  2  ’  116 '  A'  hls  seem‘s  t0  l,e  the  onlv  one  that 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Ilurd  frequently  . nunicate  with  vou  durine  the 

|H?iiod  of  your  alleged  engagement?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  often?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you  how  often-  I  kept  no 
lerord  of  the  letters  I  received  from  him,  either  that  I  wrote  him 

Q.  Mas  it  seldom  or  frequent?  A.  Quite  often. 

''  ell,  what  do  you  mean  by  “quite  often”?  A  That  is  ill  I 
can  say.  1  K  UI1  J 

judge  not.  hCar  fr°ni  him  more  tl,an  a  week?  A.  I 

Q.  I  assume  from  the  fact  that  an  engagement  existed  tb  it  thnsp 
were  in  the  nature  of  love  letters,  were  they  not?  A  They  were 
\ery  kind,  gentlemanly  letters  to  a  lady.  '  *  ere 

(i  \\  ell,  were  they  or  not  love  letters?  \  1  Hcm’i  u  . 

you  call  love  letter<-what  you  would  class  as  a  love  letter  " 

!)8j  of  ‘5ove ' letter."  h"Ve  *°  ask  counsel  to  «ive  a  definition 

yesQs£id  they  l'on,ain  lin|fessions  of  love  for  you?  A.  Some  did. 

Q.  You  destroyed  them?  A  Yes  <«ir  T  mme*  t  a  u 

0  Well  didn’t  vnn9  i  j  " i  sir>  1  J^e*  1  must  have. 

A'  ueu,  aun  t  jou.  A.  I  don  t  seem  to  have  them 

W-  It  you  destroyed  your  etters  Mr>  Pr-impr  «-,*n  ^  a  n 

OAod  1  I'1  know  1  ’ad  them  until  this  case  was  filed 

ye  y°u,keP‘  everv  one  <’f  them,  didn’t  vou’  V  Vo  sTr 
not  bv  a  great  deal.  •  -1-  J>o,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  letters  from  Dr  IT,  a  a  a  , 
not  produced?  A.  I  think  so.  Hurd  that  you  have 
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Q.  Will  you  say  that  you  did?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  destroyed  them?  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  haven’t  them;  I 
must  have  destroyed  them. 

Q.  If  they  were  written?  A.  1  said  they  were  written. 

Q.  Now,  why  did  you  keep  those  that  you  have  produced?  A. 
Just  a  mere — merely  threw  them  amongst  my  other  mail  that  T 
kept;  paid  no  attention  to  it  at  all. 

Q.  Well,  here  were  letters  received  by  you  from  a  man  to  whom 
you  were  engaged  to  be  married,  according  to  your  testimony, 
98b  that  you  destroyed  and  kept  no  one  of  them  except  one 
and  didn’t  know  that  you  had  that,  and  letters  coming  to 
you  from  the  grandson  of  that  man,  and  yet  you  kept  those  let¬ 
ters— —now,  will  you  explain  just  why  it  was  that  you  destroyed  all 
of  lenton  Hurd’s  letters  and  kept  so  many  of  Lee  Hurd’s?  A.  T 
was  not  corresponding  with  Lee  Hurd  while  Mr.  Hurd  and  1  were 
engaged. 

Q.  "W  hat  difference  does  that  make?  A.  Had  I  been  I  might 
have  destroyed  his  with  Mr.  Hurd’s. 

Q.  \\  hen  did  you  begin  the  practice  of  keeping  letters?  A.  1 
had  no  practice. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to.  The  witness  has  not  stated  that  she 
had  any  practice. 

Q.  W  ell,  did  you  ever  make  a  practice  of  keeping  letters?  A. 
Not  particularly. 

Q.  And  yet  you  kept  letters  from  Lee  Hurd  and  from  Mrs.  Lee 
Hurd,  didn’t  you?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  only  explanation  that  you  can  give  of  it  is  that  you  didn’t 
know  that  you  had  them?  A.  T  would  like  to  sav  that  I  don’t  care 
anything  about  it, 

Q.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  is  the  onlv  explanation  you  will 
make,  isn’t  it?  A.  That  is  all.  * 

.  Q*  And  you  produced  those  letters  in  aid  of  your  defense 
98 '  in  this  case,  isn’t  that  true?  A.  What? 

Q.  A  ou  produced  the  letters  written  to  you  by  Lee  Hurd 
in  aid  of  your  defense  in  this  case?  A.  I  turned  them  over  to  Mr 
Birnev. 

Q.  Well,  he  produced  (hem,  didn’t  he?  A.  If  he  did,  vou  have 
them. 

Mr.  Lester:.  The  record  will  speak  for  that. 

.  Q*  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  also  produced  on  the  cross-examina- 

*1(?n  or  ,Your  counsel  produced  on  the  cross-examination  of  Mrs. 
Violet  Hurd,  a  letter  addressed  by  her  to  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  When 

did  you  get  that  letter?  A.  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd  handed  me  that 
letter. 

Q.  Why  did  you  keep  it?  A.  In  the  first  place,  I  kept  it  because 
tie  was  holding  it  out  against  her;  always  quoted  what  she  wrote  in 
that  letter,  and  T  didn’t  want  him  to  have  hard  feelings  to  Violet 
Hurd,  and  that  is  why  I  kept  that  letter,  in  the  first  place. 

Q.  You  didn’t  want  him  to  have  hard  feelings  to  Violet  Hurd? 
A.  No,  sir. 
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II  r  ats 

A.  I  did'  yesjsir.  'e  ^  ^  aPP°lnted  for  h»».  did  you  not? 

e  r£HFsifr:^  arz* 

»f igttta&W  "  * 1 

testified  Air  TTmd^nl  "wmiu^T  cS"’ \r°  'eUer!5  which  >'ou 

•von  twi^xt\&n  r  r;r  "S 

089  «*  I  told  you  I  did  oihL  iettel  m  °Ver  ‘°  my  ‘M°mey’ 

had  themQ‘  1VC"'  why  d'd  Vmi  keeP  them ?  A.  I  didn’t  know  l 

&r™. Mr nma  *  ,l“' 
zi  l  •srl’re  ijyv^Tt1 ~  ™ 

ter  in  it  !i,d\  ,,I  «av  rtZ  7*  T  $,t,,rda-v  that  ,here  "as  no  let- 
anv  letter  in  if  a  11  (1<m  f  remember  whether  there  was 

eorrect.  is  that  what"  vou' «d'h  ^Tte'stifv  '^'!)urd-,v  "lne<  have  been 
ter  in  it  Saturday?  '  •  '  A-  Was  'here  a  let- 

Q.  T  am  not  answering  mie<tinnc  T 

them.  A.  Will  you  read  that.  please?M  °  r=  1  am  askine 

'The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

W  \he  Ymffnve  d  %r'f  ¥  --Mr.  TTurd’l  ft! 

planation  I  ean  rive  vo  T  didn’l  ''  That  is  the  only  ex- 

There  mav  no,  ha™  been  My  there  was  a  le‘^f  in  them. 

JJs.’zrsa*  f  ,y?. « «™  <>.  a*  i«,„ 

t’  i  °n  testified  most  no*itivplv  no  t  j  . 
mer.  that  you  were  ern^ed  to  Afr  TTnrd^W :nod  7011-  Mlx  Cv 
o  w’n  1903  T  don’t  think  T  did  ^  °  "'en(  to  Rf- 
stated  them.  *  "  ,he  ^  aW  i,?  A-  ™e  fact  is  just  as  I  have 
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Q.  Well,  were  you  or  not  engaged  to  Mr.  Hurd  prior  to  his  going 
to  St.  Charles,  in  1903?  A.  1  have  no  date  of  it  when  we  be¬ 
come  engaged. 

991  Q.  Had  he  at  that  time  proposed  to  you?  A.  1  don't 
remember  the  exact  time  when  he  proposed  to  me. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  he  proposed  several  times,  haven't  you? 
A.  I  said  once  or  twice. 

(J.  And  you  don’t  know  whether  you  were  engaged  to  him  at  this 
time  or  not?  A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that,  no. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  why  you  saved  these  letters?  A.  I  have 
already. answered  that  question,  that  I  had  not. 

Q.  You  didn’t  think  it  would  ever  be  material  in  any  inquiry  that 
would  l)e  made  into  these  transactions  with  Mr.  Hurd,  did  vou?  A. 
No. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  reading  letters  that  are  not  addressed 
to  you?  A.  If  they  are  unopened  in  my  desk  I  might.  " 

Q.  That  was  Mr.  Hurd’s  desk,  too,  wasn’t  it?  A.  That  was  my 
desk;  Mr.  Hurd  used  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd  kept  his  papers  there?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  that  desk?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  would  not  have  ob¬ 
jected  to  my  reading  any  letter  he  left  unopened  in  the  desk. 

Q.  Who  paid  for  the  desk?  A.  That  desk? 

992  Q.  Yes.  A.  Mr.  Hurd  paid  for  that  desk  and  presented 

it  to  me.  I  had  forgotten  that, 

0.  When?  A.  T  can’t  sav  what  vear. 

•/  * 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  reading  all  the  letters  that  cgme  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  All  the  letters?  T  never  received  Mr. 
Hurd’s  mail. 

Q.  Tf  you  found  a  letter  in  that  desk  addressed  to  Mr.  Hurd  un¬ 
opened,  did  you  read  it?  A.  I  had  no  time  to  read  Mr.  Hurd’s  un¬ 
opened  letters,  or  any  mail  of  his. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  reason  you  didn’t  read  them?  A.  Why  no. 
Had  he  handed  it  to  me  T  would  have  read  it. 

Q.  He  never  did  hand  you  the  Byron  L.  TIurd  letter,  did  he?  A. 
No.  but  he  had  gone;  he  had  left  my  house. 

0.  TTe  was  still  in  the  City  of  Washington?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

0.  And  you  saw  him  the  very  next  day?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  why  did  you  read  that  letter?  A.  Because  it  was  in  my 
desk  unopened,  addressed  to  his  son. 

0.  And  it  wa«  in  your  desk,  or  in  a  desk  that  Mr.  Hurd 

993  himself  had  had  the  u«e  of.  wasn’t  that  true?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  anv  other  letters  that  Mr.  Hurd  wrote 
that  were  unopened  or  that  were  opened?  A.  Tn  that  desk? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  That  day? 

Q.  Anv  time.  A.  T  don’t  remember  anv  other. 

O  Did  you  read  anv  other  letters  that  day?  A.  No,  sir.  T  had 
no  time  to  read  other  letters  that  day.  There  were  a  great  package 
of  letters  from  Boss  and  T  handed  them  to  Mr.  Lee  Hurd. 

Q  Why  didn’t  you  hand  him  the  Bvron  L.  Hurd  letter?  A.  Be¬ 
cause  it  would  have  made  trouble,  and  it  was  to  he  mailed  after  Mr. 
Hurd’s  death. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that?  A.  I  read  it. 
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T  ™  ^Vu.dldn  1  tl,at  “*“*•  you  opened  the  letter  did  you v  \ 
1  o  \v  11  ;,!t, "as  ““sealed;  I  considered  that  privilege  I  had  ‘ 
i  u  hv.dlj  y°u  eonsider  that  you  had  the  privilege  of  re  tdina  a 

an  envelope'1*  lX'C'"  WriMcn  by  Mr  “urd?  "  It  Z  un^in 

Thti  r°tu°U  Fiea(1  a11  !he  u,lsealed  Otters  that  you  come  across9  \ 

I  hat  is  the  only  one  that  I  came  across.  A- 

go  a  .  Q*  y°u  read  «n.v  other  letters  in  the  desk?  A.  No 
si  r. 

r  i,  S  i  AnAWihv  •V()U  sond  tJle  letter  to  Mr.  Hurd9  \ 

kne^  at  least  I  thought  he  would  not  get  it  had  T  sent  it 

follow^  kTohaV'e  ‘  ",n,i  leT  d,v  ,,ntil  the  Wednesday 

?houih""f  °f  ”dins  “  “ 

3  mSS;  ■v,m?  A- Y*-  * 

Hui";; sate  “Ii * him?  *•  °h-  ■  <«»■ 

Q.  Well,  that  does  not  give  us  an  idea  of  how  long  it  was  4 
It  gives  it  as  near  as  I  can.  h  ' 

Q.  Was  it  less  than  an  hour?  A.  Oh,  verv  much  less 
hour  CS<  *  'iln  8  '8lf  hOUr?  A  VeTy  much  les-“  than  a  half  an 

w* 1  "°""1  ■  ™>i  - 

ton^rinr!!1  yjj  h«d  then  in  your  possession  a  letter  written  bv  Fen- 
lo  h  ’  ‘  n  SSe<1  t0,  "T",  I?Vron>  "hich  you  did  not  turn  over 

over\o  M'r'if!,r  ""]  "  i'-  "°,dd  lm'e  turned  that  letter 

995  trouble?  Na^’  "  ‘e"  "s  8011  Rvron  was  present,  to  make 

Yes.  sir.  (i'  ^  Rvr°n  n"rd  Was  not  in  the  room,  was  he?  .4. 

(v!ir,Adr’1  y0U  kn,°"  that  ‘hat  is  absolutely  untrue  Mrs 
the  Roach  notS™*'"*  ""  time  1  ™  talki“*  to  Mr.  Hurd’ about 

J-toiT  menti°n  ,he  ,etter  t0  Mr-  Hurd?  A.  No.  sir;  he 

Q-  Is  that  the  only  reason  why  you  didn’t  mention  it  to  him’ 
OQfi  n  r!l°'V  of  no  other  reason. 

No^'  D'd  V0U  C,!,in'  every‘hing  in  that  desk  as  yours?  A. 

Q.  Then  the  letter  didn’t  Mong  to  you  did  it’  4  v„  •  T 
have  never  claimed  that  it  belonged  to  me  '  N°'  8,r;  T 

O  \TirM01!  otrered  i*  in  evidence  in  this  case?  A.  Yes  sir 
you  produced  i./e^eUeVth™  w^?”?  yL^iY  8nd  "ithhe,d 

tions  whh  K'n^d  m  Tt^T*  th^°l,r  lrm,8ae- 

No  sir  I  took-  tW  Too  p  /  •  the  ?ubJec‘  of  inquiry?  A 

Iwd  feelings  between  wflfi 
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Q.  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  read  it?  A.  The  reason  why  I 

read  it?  I  didn’t  know  what  was  in  it  until  I  read  it. 

Q  Well,  when  did  you  read  it?  A.  I  read  it  when  I  found  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  said  you  didn’t  know  anything  about  the  extent  of 
Mr.  Hurd’s  estate,  haven’t  you?  A.  Yes. 

997  Q.  Didn’t  that  letter  make  specific  reference  to  the  amount 
of  his  estate?  A.  Why,  I  don’t  know  that  he  was  positive 
about  what  he  said  in  that — reference  to  his  estate;  I  paid  no  at¬ 
tention  to  it. 

Q-  Didn’t  you  think  he  had  mind  enough  to  know  what  his 

estate  consisted  of?  A.  I  didn’t  think  anything  about  what  his 

estate  consisted  of.  I  was  led  to  believe  he  was  a  very  wealthy  man. 
and  that  is  all  I  thought  of  in  that  way. 

Q.  And  were  you  surprised  when  you  read  in  that  letter  the  state¬ 
ment  that  Mr.  Hurd’s  estate  had  been  reduced  to  $40,000  or  less? 
A.  I  thought  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  It  didn’t  surprise  you,  then?  A.  I  don’t  know  as  I  expressed 
surprise  at  the  time. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  whether  you  expressed  surprise,  Mrs.  Cramer. 
I  asked  you  whether  you  entertained  a  feeling  of  surprise,  if  you 
want  to  be  exacting.  A.  1  could  not  tell  you  how  I  felt 
99<S  about  it  at  the  time  I  read  it.  I  was  very  much  worried  when 
I  found  the  letter. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  that  his  estate  was  reduced  to  less  than 
$40,000?  A.  I  did  not  believe  or  disbelieve  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  have  testified  that  you  read  the  letter?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  You  saw  this  statement  in  it:  “At  that  time  my  inventory 
was  $93,000,  instead  of  it  is  now  being  less  $40,000.”  ‘  That  state¬ 
ment  did  not  make  any  impression  on  your  mind  at  all?  A.  I  pre¬ 
sume  I  w as  sui prised  a  little  to  think  he  did  not  have  an  amount 
that - 

Q*  Just  a  little?  A.  I  didn’t  think  much  about  it. 

Q.  Then  you  believed  that  that  was  so,  did  you?  A.  I  didn’t 
have  any  right  to  believe  or  disbelieve,  as  I  said  before. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  suppose  you  were  sur¬ 
prised  a  little,  then?  A.  Perhaps  maybe  thought  a  little  something 
about  it  at  the  time,  but  paid  no  attention  to  it. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  did  not  send  this  Bvron  L.  Hurd  letter  to 
Mr.  Hurd  because  you  did  not  think  he  would  get  it.  Is  that  true? 
A.  I  knew  he  would  not  gettt  if  I  sent  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  did  send  him  another  letter,  didn’t  you,  bv  ree-- 
999  istered  mail?  A.  Yes,  sir.  '  * 

Q.  You  could  have  sent  this  by  registered  mail,  couldn’t 
you?  A.  He  didn’t  get  that  letter;  I  don’t  think  he  did. 

Q.  Well,  didn’t  you  get  the  card  with  his  receipt  on  it?  A 
Signed  by  Lee  M.  Hurd;  not  by  F.  J.  Hurd. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  that  card?  A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  it;  I  think 

Mr.  Birnev  has  it. 

%/ 

Mr.  Birney:  I  think  I  have  it;  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Why  did  you  think  that  Lee  would  refuse  to  let  him  have  the 
letter?  A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  why. 
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s  isssr  “-1  ™'u  '“■*  *•»«  <> "»« i.  ifr 

v.u’  ’aT|‘S,1S*!5  fl'iS.  did"’t 

to  me.  J  ’  or  ne  "°uld  have  written 

di<?y(ni°U  T”  *Hf  i{ay  »up  there  was  against  his  will 

Q  tL*  a  *V  ie  was  taken  there  against  his  will 

Q.  That  does  not  answer  my  question.  A.  That  is  my  answer. 

Mr.  Lester:  Head  the  question. 

A.  I  ihTXhTs!fyesqU"ti<,n  '*>•  "*e  Exa . . 

wa? withUhhseSl  consent! didn't'  you' ?  *  ‘  A.'o'h.^f.  "**  Was  d,,ne 
testimony^1  KR '  °bjetted  ‘°’  Wause  ,he  *«®«1  don’t  show  any  such 

to  G™SUiuniil  h£  mindS’S^  V  "1*eP1  he  fir* 

against  me.  ‘  >een  thoroughly  embittered 

he  influenced  agains^y ou  U do *  you j“  *l  -“jl®  "here  !'e  <ould 
could  be  influenced  vomm  m- nfi  i  *1*  think  anyone  s  mind 
son  had  poisoned ^them  '1' You  n’M  '  ,old  tha‘  11  1*^- 

in  that  respect.  *  have  to  be  °ld  to  l*  influenced 

Q.  W  ho  told  Mr.  Hurd  that  you  had  poisoned  him’  \ 

one  evidently  told  him.  a  nimr  A.  Some- 

1001  thisleUcr’1  'Th  tfe  ''a  0,1  Su"da>-  "«*  '<  'hat  you  found 

Q-  "'hat  p!,r7of  the  afternoon E  ""*•  u 

Q.  How  long  before  Dr  Iliml  ••  1  *  remember  the  hour. 

t  j  • ,  ’  J  turd  came  up  to  aet  thp  n*irtoi»u9  \ 

-  ".HF^ 

I)r.  Hurd  tag  com^g?  “no"®'  ^  C°"linR?  A-  Did  I  know 
papers,  are  you ? ""a^ Yes,' sir''  °"  Sufldav  that  Dr.  Hurd  got  the 
arrived?  A.  'sunda^  morn  in',  "w-is’t'hfX't'V1'11'  M.rnByron  IIurd 

^Q^'vTas'it^fore'or'after1 lunch  on's'im ]  honse^tmarmoimced.' 

£T’?  A’  "*"•  W  didn’‘  happen  to  have  any  iunehTha!  Sum 

tohnaC,h  noon  A'  »  - 

member 6the  hour  M<m  tW°  °V,°lk?  A-  I  told  you  I  didn’t  «. 
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Q.  Have  you  any  idea  when  it  was  that  Dr.  Hurd  came  up  that 
day?  A.  Some  time  late  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  What  time  was  Mr.  Hurd  taken  to  the  hospital?  A.  In  the 
morning. 

Q.  About  what  time,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  I  don’t  remember  the 
time  or  the  hour.  We  were  in  too  much  excitement.  Dr.  Hurd 
was  having  a  misunderstanding  with  the  nurse,  and  they  were  fuss- 
......  inS  IInd  wrangling,  and  I  was  so  nervous  I  could  not  hold 

1  <>().>  myself  together.  They  took  the  cot  and  threw  it  out  into 

the  hall;  why,  my  house  never  was  in  such  a  condition  in 
all  my  life. 

Q.  So  you  could  not  remember  the  time  that  Mr.  Hurd  wa«  taken 
to  the  hospital?  A.  Not  the  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  church  that  day?  A.  No,  sir;  I  was  sick  that 
day. 

Q-  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  going  to  church?  A.  When  I  please 
yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  a  member  of  what  church?  A 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Q.  And  what  particular  church?  A.  The  first  church  that  I  ever 
belonged  to? 

Q.  No,  what  particular  church  are  you  a  member  of  now,  of  that 
faith,  I  mean?  A.  St.  Patrick’s. 

Q,  Are  you  an  attendant  at  St.  Patrick’s?  A.  I  am. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Whenever  I  can  possibly  a0. 

Q.  And  that  is  about  how  often?  A.  Oh,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

1  could  not  state  how  often  I  go. 

Q.  How  frequently  did  you  go  to  church  while  Mr.  Ilurd  was 
there.  A.  I  didn  t  get  a  chance  to  go  to  church  on  Sundays  as 
near  as  much  as  I  wanted,  or  as  often  as  I  wanted  to.  He  would 
always  complain  and  said  it  was  lonely  for  me  to  go  out  without 
1AA1  h]m>  and  wouldn’t  I  accompany  him  to  his  church,  and 
1004  often  accompanied  me  to  St,  Patrick’s  church. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  go  with  him  to  other  churches?  A.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd  had  no  use  for  the  Catholic  Church  himself,  did  he? 
A.  Why,  1  don’t  know;  he  never  expressed  himself.  He  often 
asked  me  to  let  him  go,  but  he  would  get  tired  before  the  services 
were  over  and  get  up  and  go  home. 

Q.  Haven’t  you  heard  him  say  that  he  didn't  believe  in  the  Cath¬ 
olic  faith?  A.  Oh,  he  would  not  have  said  that  to  me. 

Q.  Did  he  say  it  to  anybody  else  that  you  heard?  A.  I  don’t 
know. 

Q.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  lady  witnesses  you 
produced  that  he  didn’t  like  the  Catholic  faith,  didn’t  you?  A  I 
don’t  think  he  cared  any  more  for  the  Catholic  than  he  did  anything 
else;  he  was  not  a  man  to  criticize  other  religions,  only  the  foolish¬ 
ness  they  had,  and  so  forth  and  so  on. 

Q.  I  may  have  asked  you  this,  Mrs.  Cramer,  so  I  will  ask  vou  to 
answer  it  again,  as  to  what  you  observed  as  to  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Hurd  was  influenced  by  letters  purporting  to  come  from  “Mary”? 
A.  Yes,  you  asked  me  that  question. 

51— 2488a 
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,  Si  as^  y°u  answer  it  again  nlea«e  A  Whv  T 

don  t  think  he  was  particularly  influenced  either  one  wav  or  the 

100*.  dr’v'V  ^ythlnf’  let.(ers  or  anything  else. 

do  vou’°"  \  T,  'I'  i'l  "Stance  in  which  lie  was  influenced, 
ao  }ou  A.  that  I  know  positively? 

O  V  A  \  eTan.'‘,Say  that  1  do  kno'v  it  positively. 

hint  Wh,,t  i‘l M  ’  1  bel,eve’  that  tl'e  writing  of  these  letters  pleased 
Imn.  \\  hat  did  you  mean  by  that?  A.  Which  letters? 

,,  1  yo“  kno'v  ,he  letters  to  which  I  refer?  A.  No  sir 

■  i  i  m  ®  "Y6  tnlklng  about  spirit  letters,  were  we  not’  A  Well’  all 

the  letters  do  you  mean—wbieh  particular  letters’  ’ 

wrote  A  lofrS  tha‘,  ?’°V  "?te'  or  tlle  le,ters  that  Mrs.  Shafer 
rote.  A  He  seenied  to  be  pleased  to  talk  about  spiritualism. 

-  7j  ,at  di<l  you  mean  when  you  said  that  the  writing 

imeTto' M  hin,'?  A-  He  "m,ld  ™d  thenTand 
seemed  to  take  a  little  pleasure  m  reading  them  over-  r 

suppose  took  pleasure;  I  didn’t  ask  him  whether  be  d  ,  ,  no,  ’ 

Q.’  Is  that  a'lir  mamfeSted?  A‘  °h>  he  "^ld  >ead  them. 

Mr  Bihnev:  Now  I  further  object  unless  the  counsel  makes 
clear  to  the  witness  what  letters  he  means,  and  I  in*mrt  her  not 

to  answer  unless  the  counsel  shall  indicate  so  that  there  shall  not  be 
any  testifying  at  cross  purposes.  1  lot  t>e 

A.  Do  you  mean  Mrs.  Shafer’s  letters’ 

m5‘  Cramer  “f  Tr™  °f  "1?jch  y(’u  have  any  knowledge, 

Mrs.  yramer.  A.  He  would  read  Mrs.  Shafer’s  letters  and  sny 

^re_^.a  letter  from  Mrs.  Shafer;”  that  is  all. 

Q.  A\  hen  you  say  “Shafer  letters”  you  mean  the  letters  that  imr 

polled  to  come  from  his  dead  wife?  A.  1  only  know  what  he  Lid 

Q.  M  ell,  did  he  tell  you  that  they  purj>orted  to  come _  \  Hp 

SA";  sr  ,h“' 5,B  Sl“,,r  •M'  bim-  r  '»'■« 

Q-  From  his  dead  wife?  A.  “Mary”. 

wrote  toTS!  that  he  "aS  pleased  with  the  lettei*  ‘hat  you 

Q.  '"  hat  did  you  mean  by  that?  A.  Laughed.  You  would  no, 
laugh  unless  you  were  pleased. 

100‘  Cnm'  IS  that  aJ’  that  he  did?  A-  Oh,  read  them  over  -  made 
some  comment.  ’  ,I,aoe 

Q.  It  was  merelv  amusement  then  wna  ;<■  9  \ 

he  seemed  to  take  it.  as  I  am  sure  I  did  8  ‘he  Way 

<J.  And  then  you  never  observed  that  he  was  in  anv  wav  influent 

bv  any  of  these  letters?  A.  I  don’t  think  vou  could  influence  M 

Hurd  against  his  will  anything,  as  I  have  already  stated 

(The  pending  question  was  rend  aloud  bv  the  Examiner  it  the 
request  of  counsel.)  *  examiner,  at  tlie 

A.  Xo,  I  never  observed  it. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  any  of  those  contents?  A.  Oh,  very  little. 

Q.  Well,  tell  us  what  you  remember.  A.  I  remember  very  little. 
She  spoke,  one  of  them,  something  about  Byron;  not  being  worth 
while  to  give  Byron  money;  that  it  was  like  pouring  wTater  on  a 
duck’s  back. 

Q.  Well,  who  wrote  that  letter?  A.  He  said  Mrs.  Shafer;  that  is 
all  I  know. 

Q.  Well,  any  other?  A.  Something  about  the  grandfather  and 
the  two  boys  that  were  dead,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q,  What  was  that?  A.  T  don’t  remember  just  what  it  was;  it  was 
all  trash  to  me. 

Q.  It  was  not  trash  to  him,  was  it,  though?  A.  Oh,  I 

1008  don’t  think  he  paid  much  attention  to  it,  only  to  read  it  over, 
to  have  something  to  do. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  ever  tell  you  the  contents  of  any  of  the  letters? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  some  idea  of  wdiat  he  told  you?  A.  T  don’t 
remember  now. 

Q,  Not  a  single  one?  A.  He  said  she  reminded  him  something 
of  what  the  little  boy  had  said  about  the  rat  running  up  the  bin,  or 
something  of  the  kind.  T  remember  him  saying  that,  which  I 
considered  trash,  of  course;  something  about  some  money  for  her  to 
open  up  a  lunch-room,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  I  didn’t  know  what 
it  was;  that  he  had  already  given  it. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  told  you  that  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote 
him  a  letter  from  “Mary”  urging  him  to  give  her  money  to  open  up  a 
lunch-room?  A.  No,  it  was  after  he  had  given  it  to  her. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  the  letter  say  about  giving  her  money  for  the 
lunch-room?  A.  Something  about  “Mary”  knowing  it  and  being 
pleased  with  it,  or  something  of  the  kind.  I  don’t  remember  just 
what  it  was. 

Q.  The  letter  didn’t  tell  him  to  give  her  the  money?  A.  T  don’t 
think  so.  I  don’t  think  she  said  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  gave  it  to  her  because  of  that  let¬ 
ter?  A.  I  don’t  think  so.  He  said  he  had  already  given  it  to  her, 
and  “Mary”  knew  about  it,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

1009  Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Hurd  testify  that  Mrs.  Shafer  never 
wrote  him  any  letters  having  reference  to  money?  A.  Oh, 

that  didn’t  make  any  impression  on  my  mind. 

Q.  You  didn’t  l>elieve  it,  is  that  what  you  mean  to  sav?  A.  Mr. 
ITurd  had  to  testify  to  certain  things,  in  my  opinion. 

Q.  If  he  said  it  it  was  untrue,  was  it?  A.  I  didn’t  say  that. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  that  “Mary”  told  him  he  must  be  economi¬ 
cal?  A.  T  don’t  recall  it. 

Q.  Well,  if  he  did  tell  you  would  you  have  recalled  it?  A. 
Mercy,  Mr.  Hurd  could  have  told  me  lots  of  things  I  would  not 
recall  now. 

Q.  Yes,  I  have  found  that  out  today,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  was  with  me  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  comments  of  counsel  are  objected  to  as  im¬ 
proper. 
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Q.  Did  he  tell  you  his  reason  for  {riving  Lee  the  $1,000  a  year? 
A.  No,  sir,  said  he  had  always  given  it  to  him. 

mm  h- Q'  N°"’-  didn'he  tel1  .vou  th«t  his  wife  “Mary”  had  made 
1010  him  promise  to  do  so?  A.  lie  told  me  very  little  of  his 

une  Mary.  He  seemed  to  he  wanting  to  impress  me  that 
he  was  in  love  with  me.  1 

Q  „  ^  °u  “LJ™  tfllked  to  him  ahout  his  sending  Lee  the  $1,000  a 
year?  A.  Did  I  talk  to  him?  Often.  ’ 

Q.  Why  did  you  do  that?  A.  Because  Lee  asked  me. 

<{.  Did  you  have  any  other  reason?  A.  When  Mr.  Hurd  would 
a  k  to  me  I  would  talk  with  him  about  it;  no  particular  reason — no 
other  particular  reason. 

Q.  W  hen  did  Mr.  Hurd’s  attitude  toward  Lee  change,  as  vou 
i«n  e  stated  it  .  A.  In  latter  years.  It  seemed  as  if  his  grandson 
was  asking  him  to  change  his  will  and  give  him  an  inventory  and 
all  that  sort  of  stuff,  and  he  seemed  to  annov  him.  and  he  said  he 
thought  he  had  done  quite  enough  for  his  grandson,  and  that  he 
should  he  content  with  what  he  was  doing  for  him. 

101 1  Q.  W  hat  v  as  Mr.  Hurds  attitude  toward  children  gener¬ 
ally?  A.  Did  you  say  other  children  or  his  children? 


(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  bv  the  Examiner.) 

A.  He  was  very  fond  of  our  little  Fenton. 

Q.  W  ell,  I  asked  you  about  children  in  general,  Mrs.  Cramer. 
A.  W  ell,  that  is  the  only  one  I  can  recall  Mr.  TTurd  coming  in  close 
contact  with  in  my  house. 

Q.  Tie  came  in  pretty  close  contact  with  your  children,  didn’t 
he?  A.  Oh,  yes,  my  children  when  they  were  small;  he  was  very 
kind  to  them  ;  very  kind.  Of  course  they  were  grown  in  latter  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  of  Mrs.'  Shafer’s  little  grandchild? 
A.  ITe  seemed  very  fond  of  her:  very  fond  of  her. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  speak  of  her?  A.  Yes,  quite  often  spoke  of  her. 
Q.  How  often  would  that  he?  A.  That  would  he  impossible  for 
me  to  tell. 

Q.  Well,  was  it  frequent  or  otherwise?  A.  T  could  not  tell  you 
how  often  it  was. 

Q.  W  hat  was  his  attitude  towards  vour  grandchild  Fenton9  \ 
He  was  very  kind  to  Fenton:  seemed  very  fond  of  him;  thought  he 
was  a  very  bright  intelligent  little  hov.  which  he  is. 

101*2  Q.  Was  this  ever  changed?  A.  T  heard  him  say  when  he 
testified  that  he  was  not. 

Q.  Well,  was  it  ever  changed  prior  to  the  time  he  left  your  home? 
A.  T  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Well,  think,  please,  and  tell  us.  A.  TTe  seemed  very  kind  to 
Fenton  when  he  was  visiting  mv  daughter. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  observe  any  change  in  him  in  that  regard.  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  He  would  get  out  of  patience  with  him,  like  any  other 
old  man  would,  but.  T  thought  nothing  of  that. 

Q.  WThat.  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  TTe  got  a  little  out  of  patience 
with  the  child:  very  seldom,  though. 

Q.  Well,  that  is  an  expression  I  don’t  know  how  to  interpret.  I 
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will  have  to  ask  you  to  interpret  it  for  me.  A.  I  can’t  do  it  any 
more  than  I  have. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  do  when  he  got  out  of  patience?  A.  Oh. 
maybe  say  a  little  something  to  him;  tell  him  to  behave  himself, 
or  something  of  that  kind;  but  he  was  continually  on  Mr.  Hurd’s 
lap;  always  had  him  on  his  lap  when  he  was  in  the  house;  took  him 
walking  with  him,  and  all  those  little  sort  of  attentions. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  punish  him?  A.  T  don’t  know. 

Q.  Not  to  your  knowledge?  A.  He  may  have.  T  would  not  have 
objected  to  that,  I  guess. 

1013  Q.  Did  you  ever  observe  whether  or  not  it  was  a  pleasure 
for  him  to  be  with  children?  A.  To  be  with  children?  I 
don’t  think  he  was  particularly  fond  of  being  with  children.  He 
knew  little  Fenton  had  been  very  unfortunate  and  pitied  him,  and 
was  sorry  for  him ;  and  expressed  it  time  and  again. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  said  that  he  was  very  fond  of  Fenton,  haven’t 

vou?  A.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Q.  Were  there  other  children  in  the  apartment  in  which  you  had 
your  rooms — I  mean  in  the  building?  A.  1  don  t  know. 

Q.  You  never  had  occasion  to  observe  him  with  other  children? 

A.  Not  in  the  apartment. 

Q.  But  towards  your  children  and  your  grandchild,  do  1  undei 
stand  that  his  attitude  was  always  that  of  kindness  and  affection*' 
A.  I  didn’t  sav  always.  I  said  he  would  get  out  of  patience,  like 


anvone  else.  .  .  ... 

Q.  You  didn’t  think  it  was  dangerous  for  him  to  be  around  chil¬ 
dren.  did  you?  A.  T  don’t  think  T  ever  expressed  such  an  opinion  in 

mv  life,  did  I? 

Q.  Well,  did  vou?  A.  Why,  I  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  T  am  asking  whether  you  did  think  so?  A.  Why  no. 
Q.  You  never  said  he  was  too  mean  and  ugly  to  be  about 
1014  children,  did  you?  A.  T  don’t  remember  of  ever  say- 

ing  it.  .  0 

O.  Tf  vou  said  it,  it  was  not  true,  was  it?  A.  How ! 

Q.  If  you  said  it  it  was  not  true,  was  it?  A.  T  don  t  think  I  ever 

^'q.' Well,  if  you  did  it  was  not  tme?  A.  He  may  have  been 

mean  and  ugly  to  children:  T  can’t  say  that, 

()  Well,  you  didn’t  think  so,  anyway?  A.  Oh  I  may  ha\e 
thought  so,  maybe  at  the  time,  that  he  was  a  little  domineering  or 
something;  I  couldn’t  tell  you;  lie  was  kind  to  Fenton 

Q.  Did  you  consider  Mr.  Hurd  mean  to  his  family?  A.  No. 

Q.  Never  did?  A.  No.  .  „  j  v.  * 

q  f)i,l  you  ever  talk  to  him  about  it?  A.  Mr.  Hurd,  about 

WhQ  ?About  his  being  mean  to  his  family.  A.  Oh  I  told  him  that 

he  ought  to  he— let  them  have  as  much  as  he  could  while  he  was 

alive— while  he  was  alive  to  see  them  enjoy  it;  I  have  often  told 


him  that. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  ever 
being  mean  to  his  family 


scolded  him  or  talked  with  him  about  his 
?  A.  Oh,  yes,  often. 
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q.  What  do  you  mean  l.v  that?  A.  Well,  when  1  would  get  a 

101=1  ett^r  frorn.I)r-  Hurd  saying  that  Ins  grandfather  had  not 
101.)  sent  him  his  usual  allowance  I  would  talk  to  him  and  tell 

.  i  a  thought  of  it ;  that  1  thought  he  had  a  plenty  and 

could  send  it  to  him,  and  if  he  could  he  ought  to  send  it  while  he 
was  alive  and  not  wait  until  he  died. 

Q.  And  vet  you  have  just  testified  that  you  did  not  consider  him 
mean  to  his  family?  A.  No,  I  didn’t  so  consider  him.  hut  I  talked 
to  Inn)  because  Dr.  Hurd  asked  me  to  talk  to  him. 

Q.  And  told  him  that  you  did  think  he  was  mean?  A.  I  don’t 
remember  telling  Mr.  Hurd  that  I  thought  he  was  mean.  I  told  him 

to  let  his  family  enjoy  it  while  he  was  living,  and  to  see  them 
enjoy  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  that  von  thought  his  attitude  towards 
Hyron  was  unjust?  A.  Perhaps  T  have,  too,  told  him  that;  to  have 
kind  feelings  towards  the  familv. 


Q.  Did  you  yourself  have  a  feeling  of  resentment  against  Byron9 
A.  Well,  of  course,  naturally,  T  was  in  a  way,  but  T  was  very  fond 
of  Mr.  Byron  as  a  gentleman  who  called  at  the  house. 

Q.  Then  do  I  understand  that  you  did  have  a  feeling  of  resent¬ 
ment  or  not?  A.  W  ell,  T  can  t  say  that  1  had  a  feeling  of  resent¬ 
ment:  r  thought  it  was  very  unjust  for  a  man  to  he  so  unkind  to  his 
father  as  he  had  been. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  feeling  of  personal  resentment?  A.  Why. 
no.  only  that  he  was  the  cause  of  our  marriage  being  broken 
off. 


101H  Q.  Well,  that  didn't  make  a  change  in  your  mind,  did  it. 

Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Oh,  not  particularly  so. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  Mr.  Hurd  as  cranky?  A.  Well,  at  times,  ves; 
when  we  would  have  a  little  misunderstanding  T  would  tell  him  he 
was  cranky. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  of  those  misunderstandings,  and  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  them?  A.  No.  I  could  not  tell  you  what  caused  them; 
we  did  have  them. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Not  very  often. 

Q.  Did  he  have  spells,  if  you  know  what  1  mean  by  that?  A. 

No.  T  don't  know  what  vou  mean  bv  that. 

•  • 

Q.  Well,  did  he  have  attacks  of  grouchiness?  A.  When  he  came 
from  Mrs.  Shafer's,  as  T  have  already  testified,  he  would  be  kind  of 
ugly;  contrary. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  only  times?  A.  That  T  can  recall. 

Q.  Would  that  interfere  with  the  pleasantness  of  your  relations 
with  him?  A.  Naturally  T  would  not  like  him  to  be  contrary  and 
ugly;  he  was  a  very  pleasant  old  gentleman  unless  we  had 
1017  had  little  misunderstandings,  or  unless  he  would  come  home 
a  little  out  of  patience,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  When  was  it  he  told  you  about  the  will?  A.  T  have  already 
told  you  T  didn't  remember  when  T  saw  the  will. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  see  the  will  yourself?  A.  T  saw  it. 

Q.  T  thought  you  said  he  told  you  the  contents0  A.  T  saw  the 
will  myself;  readi  it. 


\ 
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Q.  \\  ell,  when  was  that?  .V.  1  don't  remember  the  year  at  all. 

Q.  How  many  years  ago?  A.  When  1  lived  in  the  De  Soto. 

0  Well,  you  have  been  living  there  since  about  nineteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  what?  A.  Mercy,  1  have  testified  so  many  times  when  I 
moved  to  the  De  Soto.  This  was  during  the  time  that  1  lived  at  the 
De  Soto  in  the  apartment  that  faced  Massachusetts  Avenue. 

0-  And  that  was  on  the  occasion  of  your  first  living  at  the  De 
Soto?  A.  What? 


Q.  Was  that  when  you  first  lived  there?  A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  had  your  present  apartment  there?  A.  Yes. 

D.  Now,  coming  down  for  a  little  while  to  March  of  this  year: 
\\  hat  did  you  say  Mr.  Hurd  s  condition  was  when  you  found  him? 

A.  He  was  taken  as  he  was  entering  the  bath-room,  and 
lOlcS  about  to  fall  when  my  son  ran  to  him  and  1  followed  him 
immediately  ;  grabbed  him  just  as  he  was  falling  over. 

Q-  Was  lie  conscious  or  unconscious?  A.  Well,  he  did  not  speak, 
so  I  could  not  say  whether  lie  was  conscious  or  not.  He  looked  to 
me  like  lie  was  dying;  1  was  very  much  frightened  myself. 

( l  You  thought  he  was  dying,  did  you?  A.  1  did,  yes,  sir. 

Q  1  believe  you  stated  that  between  five  and  six  o’clock  of  that 
evening  that  he  made  an  attempt  to  get  up  and  had  another  col¬ 
lapse,  did  you  not?  A.  lie  was  about  to  fall  again  when  I  grabbed 
him  and  caught  him. 

Q.  Had  he  gotten  out  of  bed?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Standing  by  the  bed?  A.  No,  I  can’t  say  he  was  standing. 

Q.  Or  was  lie  attempting  to  walk?  A.  lie  was  attempting  to  rise, 
to  my  l>est  recollection. 

0.  You  mean  rise  from  the  bed?  A.  From  the  side  of  the  bed. 

Q.  What  was  his  condition  then?  A.  About  the  same  as  the 
other.  T  ran  for  Dr.  Machinek  immediately  again.  He  had  been 
told  not  to  move. 


Q.  Did  not  Dr.  Mo  chi  nek  advise  you  that  morning  to  send  for 
his  relatives?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  heard  him  testify  that  lie  did,  have  you  not? 
1019  A.  T  can’t  help  what  he  testified. 

Q.  And  it  was  untrue? 


Mr.  Lester:  I  object  to  any  such  comment.  The  witness  is  not 
called  upon  to  make  any  such  comment  upon  any  person’s  testi¬ 
mony.  Her  recollection  and  Dr.  Maehinek’s  may  be  very  different. 

A.  We  advised  together.  1  think  that  is  what  Dr.  Machinek  said, 
and  I  think  that  is  what  T  said. 

Q.  Dr.  Machinek  did  not  advise  you  as  soon  as  he  was  called  in 
that  morning  to  send  for  his  relatives;  is  that  what  you  say?  A. 
Oh,  no,  sir,  I  said  we  talked  it  over,  and  I  suggested  myself  to  Dr. 
Machinek  that  I  send  for  his  relatives,  and  he  said,  “I  would  not 
just  now:  his  condition  will  either  change  for  the  better  or  worse  in 
a  very  short  while;  it  is  no  use  unnecessarily  alarming  his  family.” 

Q.  My  question  is,  Airs.  Cramer,  whether  Dr.  Machinek,  when 
he  was  called  in  on  the  morning  that  Air.  Hurd  was  taken  down, 
advised  you  immediately  to  send  for  the  relatives?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  telegraph  to  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  Friday  morning. 
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<q£.  What  time  in  the  morning?  A.  Some  time  during  the  early 
morning.  b 

<4.  Uu^nt  it  about  eleven  o'clock?  A.  1  could  not  say  what 
time;  1  gave  the  message  to  Air.  jlcAeir;  i  was  not  going  out  that 
morning,  and  1  gave  it  to  him. 

^  hat  time  was  that .'  A.  \\  hen  lie  was  on  his  way  to 
the  oliice.  lie  said  he  would  attend  to  it  at  once  tor  me. 

M  .  °“  w£otf  lll<;  message,  dm  you?  A.  No,  sir;  1  told  Mr. 
McNeir  that  1  thought  lie  nught  do  that,  send  for  Lee  Hurd. 

Q.  1  mean  you  wrote  the  message?  A.  No,  sir,  1  told  Mr.  Mc- 
Aeir  that  i  thought— that  1  didn  t  think  Mr.  Hurd  would  live 

Q.  lou  didn  t  think  he  would  live?  A.  .No,  sir,  1  didn’t  think 
ne  would  live. 

Q.  Now,  what  was  it  you  say  l)r.  Lee  Hurd  said  to  you  when  he 
arnved  that  evening  about  your  having  sent  for  a  physician? 
lULl  A.  He  said,  as  near  as  1  can  remember — 1  could  not  say  the 
exact  words— “Ain't  it  too  bad,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you  called 
the  doc-tor  so  quickly,  and  didn't  let  him  die;  it  would  have  saved 
all  oi  us  lots  ot  trouble  and  expense,”  as  near  as  1  can  come  to  the 

words.  1  said,  “Doctor,  it  was  only  my  duty  to  call  in  a  doc-tor  as 
quick  as  1  could.” 

Q.  What  time  of  the  evening  was  that  said?  A.  Oh,  late  in  the 
evening.  We  sat  there;  I  can’t  say  the  exact  time.  We  sat  there 
at  the  dining-room  table. 

Q.  Did  not  Dr.  Hurd  advise  you  of  the  fact  that  he  was  coining 
A.  Advise  me? 

S  N  es,  madam.  A.  1  was  at  the  oliice.  He  sent  the  telegram 
to  the  house,  ves. 

0.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  us  that  with  Mr.  Hurd  in  the  desperate 
condition  that  you  have  te-tified  he  was,  that  you  thought  when 
you  sent  that  telegram  he  was  going  to  die.  and’ that  vou  left  your 
house  and  went  to  the  office?  A.  I  left  my  house  at  one  o’clock  each 
day  and  remained  but  a  short  while,  to  straighten  up  the  work  that 
was  obliged  to  be  attended  to  on  my  desk,  and  returned  immediately 
to  my  house.  On  Saturday  I  did  not  go  to  the  office  at  all  * 
1022  on  Sunday  they  took  him  away. 

Q.  Dr.  Hurd  was  there  on  Saturday,  wasn't  lie9  A  Ye< 
sir. 


Q.  Now,  when  you  got  to  your  home  then  from  the  office  didn’t 
you  find  a  telegram  from  Dr.  Hurd  telling  vou  that  he  was  comincr9 

.  tin  Friday,  yes,  in  answer  to  mine. 

Q  Didn’t  lie  also  tell  you  that  he  had  notified  Dr.  Mason  to  have 
Dr.  Wall  called?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  he  tell  you  why  Dr.  Wall  hadn’t  come?  A.  T  thought  the 
reason  he  did  that  was  to  cover — to  make  it  appear  that  he  was  very 
anxious  about  his  grandfather,  for  lie  had  been  there  in  a  very  short 
while  before  that  but  hadn’t  administered  one  drop  of  medicine  to 
his  grandfather,  and  he  was  suffering  terribly. 

Q.  He  had  called  in  Dr.  Mason  to  treat  him.  hadn’t  he?  \  Dr 
Mason  didn’t  do  it. 

Q.  Didn’t  Dr.  TTurd  return  to  New  York,  but  before  returning 
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called  in  Dr.  Mason,  a  specialist  in  diseases  of  the  ear,  to  treat  his 
grandfather?  A.  rl  he  specialist  didn’t  treat  his  ear. 

Q-  Well,  didn’t  he  call  in  Dr.  Mason?  A.  Oh,  he  called  in  Dr. 
Mason,  I  will  admit  that,  but  Dr.  Mason  didn’t  treat  his  ear. 

Q.  How  long  did  Dr.  Mason  attend  him?  A.  A  couple  of  times. 
I  think. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  Dr.  Hurd,  in  your  judgment,  sent  this 
telegram  advising  you  that  he  had  instructed  Dr.  Mason 
10*23  to  call  in  Dr.  Wall  because  of  the  fact  that  he  had  not  given 
him  proper  attention  on  his  visit — previous  visit?  \  That 
is  what  I  thought. 


Mr.  Lester. 


Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant. 


0.  And  yet  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Ilurd  had  himself 
telegraphed  for  Dr.  \\  all  to  l>e  called,  he  said  to  you  shortly  after 
lie  had  seen  the  condition  of  his  grandfather,  that  it  was  a  pity  you 
had  called  in  the  doctor  so  hurriedly  and  didn’t  let  him  die?  A. 
Exactly  what  Dr.  Hurd  said  to  me,  in  my  dining-room. 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  have  denied,  as  I  understand  it,  tell¬ 
ing  Dr.  Hurd  or  the  nurse  that  you  had  promised  to  give  Mr.  Hurd 
chloroform  in  order  to  keep  him  quiet.  Didn’t  vou  denv  makim* 
those  statements  to  them?  A.  That  I  had  promised  to*  give  Mi\ 
Hurd  chloroform  ?  T  never  promised  to  give  Air.  ITurd  chloroform. 

Ah  \\  ell,  you  deny  saying  to  Dr.  Hurd  or  to  the  nurse  that  you 
had  so  promised,  did  you  not,  on  your  direct  examination?  A.  I 
had  not  so  promised.  I  would  always  try  to  quiet  Mr.  Hurd  the  be^t 
I  could,  and  say  “That  is  all  right,  Mr.  Hurd,  T  will  take  care  of 
you;  you  go  to  sleep.”  That  was  my  answer  to  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  Well,  I  am  not  asking  you  now  whether  you  did  promise,  l 
am  asking  you  if  you  did  not  deny  saying  that  vou  had  promised, 
or  saying  to  Dr.  Hurd  and  to  the  nurse  that  you  had  so  promised? 

A.  Why,  I  never  said  to  Dr.  Hurd  or  to  the  nurse  that  I 
1024  had  so  promised. 

Q.  When  you  were  under  examination  yesterday  by  your 
e  (  ^  ether  you  had  stated  to  Dr.  Hurd  or  to  the 
nurse  that  you  had  promised  to  give  Mr.  Hurd  chloroform  in  order 
to  keep  him  quiet.  Ts  that  true?  A.  Well,  what  is  the  question 
vou  asked  me? 


(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  bv  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  didn’t  say  to  Air.  Hurd  or  to  the  nurse  that  I  had  promised 
to  give  him  chloroform. 

Q.  Did  you  say  it  to  anybody  else?  A.  Why  no. 

^  so  to  Dr.  H  ?  A.  T  very  frankly  told  Dr. 

Wall  that  he  wanted  me  to  give  him  chloroform,  and  kept  insisting 
that  I  should,  and  that  I  quieted  him  the  best  I  could  by  saying, 
“Air.  Hurd,  go  to  sleep;  that  will  be  all  right;  I  will  take  care  of 
you.” 

Q.  Dr.  Wall  has  testified  in  this  case  "that  you  stated  to  him  and 
to  the  other  physicians  that  were  there  in  consultation,  Dr.  Hurd 
and  Dr.  Alachinek,  as  I  understand,  that  the  old  gentleman,  in 
order  to  keep  him  quiet,  had  asked  and  wanted  to  die,  and  in  order 
52— 2488a 
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to  keep  him  quiet  you  had  aureed  with  him  m  u- 

.  jssswrtc&r "f  L  **"'s  &  “ »  ft.  *bs 

i»25  |  /«  s  wi  irMr^n1 

ft"!  Su'd  dls“Kre‘'d  >"‘l>  «'•  Hurd;  I  ,„c«J  iile 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  vou  that  Mrs  i  ,  . 

you  told  Dr.  Wall  that  “vou  ha,l’ agree.1  wi  r»Ir  Crdm"^  'T 

r>e  chloroform  and  put  hint  ..fit  o/der fo  qu^'hS 

A'  1  dcin‘  remember  telling  Dr.  Wall  that  q  ‘ "  ' 

H-  Well,  will  you  say  that  you  did  or  did  not’  A  W),v  i 

dont  remember  of  telling  Dr.  Wall  that-  that  i«  „lt  t  ''  1 

Q.  You  won't  say  that  you  <lid  not’  A  I  don’t  think  T  “t  ^ 
those  words  at  all.  1  011  1  thlnk  1  Pl“  it  in 

Q.  Well,  will  vou  say  that  you  did  not?  \  f  -n 

what  J [Mid— that  1  thought  I  had  said  to  Dr.  Wall  “y  6XaC,ly 

i ou  wont  say  that  vou  did  not  tell  I)r  Wall  fhnt  1  3 

agreed  to  give  Mr.  Hurd  some  chloroform  to 

mj  WaS  al*>tliing  said  about  chloroform?  A.  From  Mr.  Hurd  to 
to  Dr.wldl  y°U  l°  any°ne?  A-  Wel1’  1  ha'e  iust  ‘old  you  that  1  did 

>«  h»  -i“  *•» » 

I  come  to  if'  4”‘  nM  ""  “■  ™l,  *  »-  n,„  „ 

|  |ljere°diM  bf  keep^  ‘a.  I)!flferent  pbice^0"  '  kn°'V' 

. - 

•  Any  other  place?  A.  Not  that  I  recall.  ' 

in  the  dik*’e  ^  k6ep  H  iU  the  desk?  A-  N°;  i‘  would  not  go 

Q.  Did  you  have  access  to  that  box?  A.  No 
w-  Did  he  keep  it  locked?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  papers  were  in  ’there*  V  \Tn  tvi^ 
his  mventory  was  in  there,  for  he  had  told  me  so  many  iimes 

9*  wu  hGo  e\er  Sl1(m  *vou  inventory?  A.  Yes  sir 
Q.  ^hen .  A.  Oh,  often  showed  it  tome.  I  won't  say  often 
two  or  three  tnne^once  or  twice  he  showed  it  to  me  7  teD~ 

Q'  A.  But  not  to  read  it.  But  he  showed  it  to  me  that 

1097  lb  -  ^  US  lnvfi‘°^'i  ‘hat  is  all  I  know  about  if  that  was 

1027  *" 1 1“*- h“ ‘--“s 
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Q.  When  did  he  show  you  the  inventory  first,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A. 
He  never  showed  it  to  me;  just  said  “Here  is  my  inventory  in  this 
box;  when  I  am  dead  and  gone  you  can  let  Lee  have  this  tin  box.” 

Q.  Did  that  occur  more  than  once?  A.  A  couple  or  two  or  three 
times. 

Q.  You  never  asked  him  to  let  you  see  it?  A.  No,  sir,  I  didn’t 
w’ant  to  see  it. 

Q.  Didn’t  take  any  interest  in  that  at  all?  A.  That  was  not  my 
affairs,  Mr.  Ford. 

Q.  You  didn’t  care  how  much  he  had  left,  did  you?  A.  I  didn’t 
say  that. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to,  as  another  statement  by  counsel  instead 
of  by  the  witness. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  care  how  much  he  had  left?  A.  I  didn’t  think 
anything  about  it.  He  led  me  to  believe  that  he  had  a 

1028  plenty  left  by  himself. 

Q,  What  did  he  say  on  that  subject?  A.  He  always  said 
he  had  enough  to  take  care  of  him  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Q.  And  didn’t  give  you  any  idea  as  to  the  amount?  A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  When  did  he  first  make  that  remark  to  you?  A.  What  re¬ 
mark? 

Q.  That  he  had  enough  to  take  care  of  him  as  long  as  he  lived. 
A.  Often  made  that  remark  to  me,  as  I  have  already  told  you. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  that  “Mary”  told  him  that  he  had  a  good 
many  years  to  live?  A.  I  don’t  knovT  as  he  did. 

Q,  Well,  did  he  or  not?  A.  I  don’t  think  so. 

1029  Q.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  times  Dr.  Hurd  or  his 
father,  Byron  Hurd,  came  up  there  to  get  the  papers?  A.  Up 

where  ? 

Q.  Up  to  your  apartment.  A.  They  asked  for  them  every  time 
they  came. 

Q.  Well,  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  didn’t  come  until  Sunday,  you  say?.  A. 
Oh,  I  thought  you  meant  at  other  times  wrhen  they  wTere  teasing  him 
for  the  inventorv. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  teasing  him  for  the  inventory?  A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  didn’t  suggest  that  they  should  not,  did  you?  A. 

1030  It  w’as  none  of  my  affair. 

Q.  Were  not  you  pleased  whenever  they  did  anything  that 
was  calculated  to  provoke  the  old  man?  A.  Oh,  I  would  not  step 
in  between  a  man’s  father  and  his  grandson  when  they  w^ere  talking. 

Q.  Did  your  disinclination  to  step  in  between  them  influence  you 
on  any  other  occasion?  A.  Yes,  I  tried  to  influence  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman  on  several  occasions  to  send  money  to  his  grandson. 

Q.  It  didn’t  require  any  influence  to  get  him  to  send  the  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  year  to  Bvron,  or  the  hundred  or  twro  hundred?  A. 
T  often  spoke  to  him  about  being  kind  and  good  to  Byron. 

Q.  But  you  never  did  suggest  to  him  to  send  the  birthday  present 
to  Byron  did  you?  A.  I  think  on  one  occasion,  ves;  I  am  sure  I 
did. 
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Q.  W  hen?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you  what  year  it  was,  but  I  am 
sure  I  did  on  one  occasion. 

Q.  W  as  it  while  you  were  engaged  to  Mr.  Ilurd?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Afterwards?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  afterwards?  A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  year. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  do  you  still  own  the  house  on  Corcoran 
1031  Street?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  W  hen  did  you  sell  it?  A.  I  don’t  remember  the  exact 
year,  1000  or  1901. 

Q.  Now,  you  spoke  on  your  direct -examination  of  consulting  Mr. 
Ilurd  on  business  propositions.  What  were  those  business  propo¬ 
sitions?  A.  About  my  affairs? 

Q.  A  es,  madam.  A.  W  hy,  when  I  would  invest  my  money;  take 
first  mortgages;  he  would  always  advise  me  to  take  nothing  else 
but  a  first  mortgage.  He  would  go  and  look  at  the  property  and 
advise  me  whether  he  thought  it  was  worth  the  money  that  I  was 
going  to  put  on  it.  So  met  mes  he  would  think  so  and  again  he  would 
not  think  so,  and  advised  me  to  the  contrary,  not  to  do  it. 

Q-  Were  there  any  other  business  propositions  that  you  discussed 
with  him?  A.  Oh,  I  suppose  so. 


po 


Q.  W  ell,  I  would  rather  have  something  more  definite  than  a  sup- 
sition.  A.  Well,  T  can't  recall  it  now. 


Q  Do  you  own  any  property  now?  A.  No.  sir. 
Q.  Of  any  kind?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  investments  now? 


Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant.  The  wit¬ 
ness  need  not  answer  it. 
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A.  I  decline  to  answer  it. 

Q.  Have  you  any  investments  now  that  were  purchased 
with  the  money  you  got  from  Mr.  Hurd? 

Mr.  Lester:  Don't  answer  that. 

A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  W  hen  did  Mr.  Hurd  first  begin  to  pay  you  attention,  Mrs. 
t  ramer ?  A.  I  can  t  say  the  exact  year;  1902 —  1 — somewhere  along 
there;  I  can’t  say  the  exact  year. 

Q.  What  kinds  of  attention  were  they?  A.  What  kind  of' atten¬ 
tion? 

Q-  A  es.  A.  Very  fond  of  me.  and  wanted  to  take  me  around, 
etc. 

Q.  Was  that  in  1901  or  1891,  do  you  mean?  A.  1891 — no,  he 
paid  me  no  attention  in  1891. 

Q.  Then  it  began  in  1901  or  1902?  A.  1  could  not  say  when 
they  began;  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  more  than  ten  years  ago?  A.  ]  beg  pardon? 

Q.  A\  as  it  more  than  ten  years  ago?  A.  It  may  have  been  more 
and  it  may  have  l>een  less. 

Q.  Well,  which  was  it?  A.  1  don’t  know;  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  about  Margaret  Smith?  A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  How  many  times?  A.  Often  spoke  of  it. 

Q,  Well,  how  frequently?  A.  I  could  not  say  the  exact  time. 
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Q.  Well,  1  didn't  ask  you  to  give  me  the  exact  time.  I 

1033  just  want  to  know  if  you  haven’t  got  some  idea.  A.  I 
haven’t. 

Q-  What  is  your  best  recollection?  A.  I  haven’t  any  recollection 
of  the  number  of  times. 

Q.  Did  his  attentions  to  you  l>egin  before  that  time?  A.  1  don’t 
know  when  he  was  paying  attention  to  Margaret  Smith;  I  have  no 
e  \  ea  fie  was  paying  attention  to  Margaret  Smith. 

Q.  That  was  back,  I  think,  in  1893  or  1894.  A.  1893 — he  only 
e  t(  my  fiou.,e,  1  flunk,  in  1892  or  ’3. 

Q.  He  was  not  showing  you  any  attention  then?  A.  No. 

Q.  But  you  say  that  his  attentions  to  you  began  while  you  were 
living  on  Corcoran  Street.  I  so  understood  you  on  your  direct- 
examination.  is  that  true?  A.  1  didn’t  move  away  from  Corcoran 
Street  until  1901  or  *2;  somewhere  along  there;  1901,  I  think. 

Q.  And  how  long  before  you  moved  was  it  that  he  began  to  pay 
you  attention?  A.  I  think  about  the  year  I  moved. 

(J.  Prior  to  that  time  you  had  l>een  acquainted  but  that  is  alxmt 
all,  is  that  it?  A.  Oh,  he  was  very  nice. 

Q.  Well,  just  tell  us  what  you  mean  by  that.  A.  A  nice  old 
gentleman. 

Q.  lie  was  an  old  gentleman  even  then,  was  he?  A.  Yes,  he  was 
an  old  gentleman  even  then. 

Q.  And  what  is  embraced  in  the  term  of  a  “nice  old  gen- 

1034  tleman,”  as  you  understood  it?  A.  Kind  in  every  way: 
thoughtful ;  considerate. 

Q.  How  did  he  show  his  kindness  to  you?  A.  Oh,  by  his  talk: 
at  that  time  would  take  me  out  little  car-rides  and  different  places. 

Q.  Did  he  take  the  children  out?  A.  Yes,  sir;  from  first  know¬ 
ing  Mr.  Hurd  he  always  took  .Jessie  out. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  about  the  Hattie  Smith  affair? 
A.  Just  as  T  told  you. 

Q.  Well,  I  don’t  recall  what  you  told  me.  Will  you  tell  me 
over?  A.  Well,  he  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Hattie  Smith,  and 
his  son  Byron  threatened  to  kill  him ;  went  to  Minnesota,  as  he  sup¬ 
posed.  to  carry  out  the  threat.  Also  wrote  to  Hattie  Smith,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken— he  said  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  he  wrote  Hattie 
Smith  a  letter  to  that  effect,  and  told  her  that  if  his  father  married 
her  that  he  would  kill  them  both,  and  on  that  occasion  he  gave 
Hattie  Smith  $12,000  to  buy  a  home  with,  and  money  with  which 
to  furnish  the  home,  because  he  could  not  marry  her.  and  he  thought 
it  was  only  justice  to  Miss  Smith  to  do  so. 

Q,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Hattie  Smith  married^  A.  She 
did  marry,  yes;  T  know  she  married;  I  heard  him  say  so. 

Q.  And  did  he  tell  you  anything  about  how  soon  after  his  en¬ 
gagement  was  broken  off?  A.  No,  he  didn’t. 

1035  Q,  Well,  did  anybody  else?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  don’t  know  how  long  it  was?  A.  No. 

Q.  You  don’t  know  whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  gave  her 
$12,000  or  not,  do  you?  A.  He  said  he  did. 

Q.  But  you  have  no  other  means  of  knowledge?  A.  But  what 

he  told  me. 
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T  -4  l,?Jf  “ 

yeaQr.  ^  K"'e  US  *ny  idea?  A  No>  *;  I  think  he  went  every 
Q.  Up  to  what  time?  A.  I  don’t  remember, 
he  went  y°"  he  "'en,?  A-  Ura»«y;  usually  knew  when 

Q.  \\  ell,  just  what  do  you  mean  by  “usually”?  A  Well  usuallv 

come  to  say  goodbye  when  he  was  going.  '  «e*b  usually 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  stayed  on  each  of  his  trips’  \ 

108/  *ir  ^  y°U  tel1  US  how  lon£  ,ie  stftyed  in  1000?  A.  No. 
Q.  Or  1901?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I)o  you  know  how  long  he  stayed  in  1903?  A  No  «ir- 
1  kept  no  record  of  the  time  when  he  went  or  came. 

I  thought'  ves,llat  '°  <<’"'e  to  sn-v  S°odl>ye  to  you?  A.  As 

Q.  "ere  your  partings  on  those  occasions  affectionate?  A  \f- 
fectionate.  M  by,  they  were  usually  very  pleasant. 

friends' would°part!  h*0""  ‘‘y  *verv  pleasant”?  A.  Like  two  good 

Q.  Did  lie  over  ieave  for  Minnesota,  or  any  other  place,  during 

the  period  of  the  alleged  engagement?  A.  Yes  sir  T  think _ ve« 

sir:  yes.  sir.  ’  •  * 

•  ^  l*,e  ^°Tt,lat  tlme-  you  remember?  A.  Some  time 

in  the  tall,  as  well  as  I  can  remember  now. 

Q.  Now.  on  his  return  from  these  trips  to  Minnesota  did  he  always 
come  to  board  with  you?  A.  Oh.  T  didn’t  say  so. 

Q.  Well,  T  am  asking  you.  A.  From  the  time  T  first  knew  Mr 
Hurd,  do  you  mean?  ‘  ' 

Q.  Well,  say  from  1900  on.  A.  1  could  not  sav  that;  T  don’t 
remember  whether  he  came  directly  to  mv  house,  or  whether  he 

would  be  in  the  city  before  coming  to  mv’ house:  I  could  not  sav 
that. 

Q.  Well,  for  how  many  years  after  1900  nr  including  1900  and 

moo  Ir0ni  vlat  tlme  on’  did  ^e  0(1010  to  vo,ir  house  on  his  return 
1(W8  froni  Minnesota?  A.  From  1901  to  1903  T  was  moving 
around  quite  frequently,  trying  to  get  settled  after  moving 
out  of  my  own  house. 

Q,.  And  he  didn  t  come?  A.  T  can't  remember  the  time«  he 
came,  or  the  times  he  left. 

Q.  Well,  do  T  understand  that  during  that  period  he  didn’t  come 
to  your  house  to  board?  A.  Tic  did  come  to  my  house  during  that 
period,  but  at  what  time  T  can’t  say  now. 

Q-  T  l>elie\e  von  saA  that  you  preserved  no  record — no  written 
record  in  connection  with  this  alleged  engagement?  A.  What? 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  No,  none  that  T  have. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  record  of  it  at  the  time?  A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  a  written  record  of  some  kind  in  connection  with 
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these  various  sums  of  money  that  you  received  from  him,  was  there 
not?  A.  That  I  made? 

Q.  Either  you  or  he  made,  and  it  is  in  your  possession?  A.  No. 
Q.  Well,  in  the  case  of  a  majority  of  them,  wasn’t  that  true?  A. 
No.  What  do  vou  mean  by  written  record? 

Q.  T  mean  some  writing  in  connection  with  the  transac- 
1039  tion.  A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  this  deposit  receipt  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  or  the  proposed  purchase  of  a  house  in  1904,  was  there  not? 
A.  Surely. 

(j.  Where  did  you  get  this  dejxjsit  receipt?  A.  Mr.  Hurd  gave  it 


to  me. 

(J.  When?  A.  When  the  deposit  was  made,  when  he  was  nego¬ 
tiating  for  the  house. 

Q.  Was  the  deposit  forfeited?  A.  I  don’t  know. 

Q.  You  don’t  know  whether  it  was  or  not?  A.  I  don’t  think  so. 
Q.  Did  they  return  the  twenty  dollars  to  Mr.  Hurd,  as  far  as  you 
know?  A.  1  don’t  know;  you  will  have  to  ask  Mr.  Hurd  that. 
He  can  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  him  about  it?  A.  T  say  you  will  have  to  ask 


him.  .  i  •  *  xt 

Q.  Well.  1  am  asking  you  if  you  asked  him  about  it.  A.  No. 

I  didn’t  ask  him  anvthing  about  it. 

Q.  You  didn’t  get  it  back?  A.  Twenty  dollars?  T  didn’t  pay  it; 

T  had  no  right  to  it,  .  t  .  _  , 

Q  Why  did  you  save  this  deposit  receipt?  A.  M  hich  deposit 

receipt  ? 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one?  A.  You  mean  the  transactions 
concerning  the  house? 

1040  Q.  That  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen.  A.  Well,  1 
don’t  call  it  a  deposit  receipt.  T  call  it  an  agreement  where 


he  had  paid  the  deposit, 

Q.  Well,  why  did  you  save  that?  A.  There  was  no  reason  why 

about  it ;  I  just  saved  it,  that  is  all.  .  ,  , 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  you  had  it?  A.  I  would  not  have  thought 

of  it  in  years  had  this  case  not  come  up. 

Q.  Where  did  vou  find  that?  A.  Amongst  my  papers. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  find  it?  A.  After  this  suit  was  filed. 

Q.  Before  or  after  your  answer  in  the  case  was  filed?  A.  I 
could  not  tell  you  that,*  because  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  When  did  you  turn  it  over  to  your  attorney?  A.  I  beg  par- 


Q.  When  did  you  turn  it  over  to  your  attorney?  A.  I  could 
not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Well,  before  or  after  your  answer  was  filed?  A.  I  don  t  re¬ 


member  that. 

Q.  Well,  that  deposit  receipt  had  a  very  close  relation  to  the  turn¬ 
ing  over  to  you  of  that  $6,000,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  argumentative. 

A.  I  never  considered  it  had  any  relations  with  it  at  all. 

Q.  Well,  now,  in  connection  with  the  alleged  $10,000  note  in 
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1906,  you  had  a  written  memoranda,  did  you  not?  A.  The  $10,000 
•  note?  I  have  what  you  have  in  evidence,  yes. 

1041  Q.  You  mean  what  you  have  in  evidence.  A.  Well,  put 
it  just  as  you  like. 

(}.  You  mean  you  had  the  letters  to  Ross,  to  Dr.  Hurd  and  to 
yourself,  and  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hurd  and  the  note?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Those  were  the  memoranda  of  that  transaction,  were  they  not9 
A.  Yes.  J 

(l  Was  there  any  writing  of  any  kind  in  connection  with  the 
transaction  in  1905  when  you  received  $5,000?  A.  No. 

Q.  The  only  writing  in  connection  with  that  was  the  draft  with 
your  name  on  it;  is  that  true?  A.  1  don’t  recall  any  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  in  1905. 

(I  Your  memory  does  not  go  back  five  years?  A.  We  were  hav¬ 
ing  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  that  time,  and  I  can't  recall.  Mr 

Lash  ear  died  during  that  year,  and  1  moved,  and  I  can't  recail  it  at 
all. 

Q.  Was  there  any  writing  in  connection  with  the  $5,000  transac¬ 
tion  in  September,  1908?  A.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  And  on  that  occasion  you  did  not  put  vour  signature  on  the 
back  of  the  draft,  did  you?  A.  If  I  did  it  is* there. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  remember  whether  you  did  or  not?  A.  If  it 
is.  °n  the  draft — let  me  see  it — T  will  recognize  it.  I  always  recog¬ 
nize  my  own  signature. 

I  am  asking  for  your  recollection,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  Well 
I  could  not  tell  you  anything  about  any  other  writings;  you 
194’?  will  have  to  let  me  see  it. 

,  .  Q-  ^  011  can  state  whether  or  not  you  recollect  ;  can’t  you? 

1  think  you  showed  it  to  me  yesterday.  ’ 

Q.  Well,  can’t  you  tell  us,  Mrs.  Cramer,  what  vour  best  recollec- 
tion  is  as  to  whether  your  signature  was  on  the  1908  draft?  A 
Yesterday,  when  you  showed  it  to  me?  ’• 

mrw  ^  A,n'V  ti!n.e'»  J  6on  t  recollect  whether  it  was  on  the 
1998  draft  or  which  draft  it  was  on.  T  remember  of  seeiim  it  on 
the  draft.  & 

Q.  On  any  of  these  drafts  did  you  get  the  currency — the  money 
instead  of  a  check  from  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes 

Q.  Which  one  was  that?  A.  The  1910.  i  am  sure;  I  think*  I 
won  t  l>e  sure. 

Q.  1010?  A.  Yes-1909. 

Q.  Are  you  not  mistaken  about  that— didn’t  vou  net  a  cheek  for 
the  $10,000  in  1909?  A.  No.  ' 

1043  Q.  You  are  sure  of  that?  A.  I  think  not;  I  think  lie 
gave  me  the  money. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any-  other  $10,000  deposit  made  by  Mr  Hurd 

oLv?  t"  v"  h,f,acc®un'  ‘he  Washington  Loan  &  Trust  Com- 
pany.  A.  No.  Mr.  Hurd  went  down  with  me  when  he  gave  me 

'V“  “  0,her  A-  Y“.  «“ 
Q.  Now,  isn’t  it  a  fact,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you  either  went  with 
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Mr.  Hurd  to  the  bank  in  Septendier,  1908,  and  there  had  the  draft 
for  $5,000  cashed  and  deposited  the  currency  in  your  account  with 
the  Trust  Company,  or  that  you  took  the  draft  yourself  and  went 
to  the  bank  and  obtained  the  cash  on  it  and  deposited  that  cash  in 
your  account?  A.  As  I  told  you  yesterday,  you  can  find  all  my 
transactions,  I  think,  more  accurately  on  your  account  from  the 
\\  ashington  Loan  A  1  rust,  better  so  than  1  can  explain  it  to  you. 
for  I  don’t  remember  the  times. 

Q.  That  account  don't  show  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
transaction,  does  it?  A.  Neither  can  I  tell  you  the  circumstances 
surrounding. 

Q.  \\  hy  not?  A.  Because  1  don’t  remember  the  circumstance* 
surrounding  it. 

Q.  Now,  was  not  there  some  writing  in  connection  with  the  trails- 
action  in  1909  when  you  got  $10,000?  A.,  What  writing  do  you 

refer  to?  J 

1044  Q.  Any  writing  A.  Well,  if  you  let  me  see  it  I  would 
recognize  it. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  your  recollection?  A.  Have  you  any  writing 
you  want  me  to  recognize?  * 

Q.  Just  read  the  question,  please,  Mr.  Examiner. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect,  no. 

Q.  WTere  not  your  two  letters  to  Mr.  Hurd— “Mary”  letters  which 
you  admitted  writing  in  immediate  connection  with  that  transac- 
tion .  A  No  sir,  those  were  written  in  a  spirit  of  fun.  Only  one. 

I  said,  referred  something  to  that;  it  was  a  spirit  of  fun,  and  it  was 
written  at  the  time — after,  to  my  recollection;  after  I  received  it  • 
that  is  my  best  recollection. 

.  ^?alen  i  y°.u  k^n  thinking  about  this  since  you  were  on  the 
stand  before !  A.  Thinking  about  it?  Why,  I  think  it  would 
be  natural  that  I  would  think  about  the  case,  wouldn’t  I? 

Q.  W  hen  you  were  on  the  stand  before  vou  testified  that  you 
could  not  say  whether  it  was  before  or  after.  '  A.  To  my  best  recol¬ 
lection,  after.  I  said  it  may  have  been  before  or  it  may  have  been 
HIlvi  ^  SCC. 

Q.  Now,  what  do  you  say  about  it?  A.  Now  what  do  I  say’ 

W-  i  es.  A.  I  he  same  as  T  said  before. 

Q.  \\ fell,  let  it .stand,  then.  Now  was  the  letter  that  referred  to 

iaik  'e  *10,000  transaction  the  same  letter  that  contained  the 
1045  words  “be  good  to  Laury”?  A.  I  think  not. 

,  y-  hat  d,d  y°ur  letter  say  with  reference  to  the  ten 
thousand  dollar  transaction?  A.  Oh,  I  could  not  tell  you  unless 
you  would  show  me  the  letter;  mere  foolishness,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
lun,  to  just  amuse  Mr.  Hurd.  1 

y°u,kn°w  that  we  haven’t  got  that  letter,  don’t 
you.  A.  Well,  then,  do  you  expect  me  to  remember  what  I  put 
m  writing  in  foolishness,  to  please  Mr.  Hurd?  Could  you  remem- 

Q-  You  wrote  it,  didn’t  you?  A.  I  think,  yes,  I  admit  writing  it 

53— 2488a 
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vo,?'f,Y?U  uaVeI,tCSti1fie<1  as  ,0  the  <0nt€iits  of  the  letter  received  bv 

fo  six^L  ,g0  >  y°arS  ag°'  A‘  "  hat  letter  d0  J-  -fer 

1  reier  to  the  long  letter  mentioned  in  the  only  letter  that 
Wer'tTeviden^  ‘r°,“  llurd  'U  y°UKelf'  A’  have  that 

^  better?  Ila'el"  tlle  long  Ietter>  l,uve  we?  A.  What  long 

104U  Q.  I>id  you  not  produce  and  offer  in  evidence  in  thi^  ca.se 
a  letter  Irom  Mr.  Hurd  dated  early  in  December  1904  ad- 
dressed  to  ‘my  l.ttle  pet  girl,”  or  some  such  expression  wLic,’  t 
feired  to  a  longer  letter  previously  written?  A.  Yes 

H.  Did  not  you  on  your  direct-examination  attempt  to  detail  the 

srtyLS . .  1Mk'rr  '« 1  ~wlv,rv 

<}.  1  am  not  answering  questions,  Mrs.  Cramer;  1  am  asking  vou 

»U  ui  i  ",l'  * . .  -f  «•>—*«.? .» 

r»  v:;  wfsissr  r.  •m  rsM  •& 

htd  to  that  twice,  it  not  three  times. 

(I  M  ell,  testify  to  it  again.  A.  1  told  you  that  1  had  written  * 
something  pertaining  to  the  *10,000  which  he  had  already  given 
me  or  was  about  to  give  me  for  a  birthday  present.  ' 

:  iii  i  C|  ,at  (  !<  tlie  ietter  shv  reference  to  it?  A  That 
J  1  V  }  can.  reilie*llher  of  saying,  and  laughed  about  it.  and 
e  laughed  about  it.  and  I  tossed  it  across  the  table  to  him  If  v, 

W.  let  me  see  the  letter  1  might  remember  smnethi.tg  el.^  " 

\  Oh  rn  it  ru:iel'-  •v,ai  N!"  Il,m  letter  destroyed,  did  vou  not  ' 

A.  01...(no.  1  d.dn  see  it  destroyed;  1  supped  he  destroyed 

l0d‘  l  ti;  VA'i  1  'nU  1  est ’ 1  >'  t 1  '.it  It  was  destroyed  then?  A.  No 

oil  i  !u,r  'r,  I,nney  aske‘l  me  "hat  hecome  of  that  letter 
and  1  said  I  think  he  tore  it  up.  inter, 

.  !'v,  <ll.d  •Vl,u  llli,ke  ,llil1  statement  ?  A.  Because  1  supposed 

he  did  1  don  t  see  any  reason  whv  he  should  keep  it  1  1 

•  \°oao  ,  eausider  that  the  two  “Marv”  letters  written  hv 
you  m  m09  had  any  reference  to  the  .$10,000  transaction  dthoiudi 
at  one  of  them  specifically  referred  to  it9  \  TUv  1  l  ^ 
reference.  He  had  staled  that  he  was  going  o  oive  nfe  $4 0  00  T 
a  birthday  present,  and  to  enable  me  to  resign  from  ti  e  nffi  c  t? 
thought  then  that  I  would  have  sufficient  to  take  me  out  ,  f I  J  * 
in  case  anything  happened  to  him.  °f  the  ,,f1,ce’ 

he?-  VVl'llllV’  l.1,at.  li,l,e  k.no,w  how  much  you  had  gotten  did 

J  ™f  ‘ 10  . . . .  i... «»-,  i„„,  i,™  ...rt'Tffl 

Q.  And  he  was  not  only  going  to  give  vou  enough  to  retire  hot 
he  was  going  to  give  vou  enough  to  <nenrl  tu  A  Ielire’  but 

retire?  A.  Oh,  you  will  have  to  ask  him  that!  k<“ep  en0U«h  to 
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Q.  You  are  the  one  who  is  testifying  to  your  transactions  with 
him.  A.  Yes.  My  transactions  with  him  were  all  perfectly  honest. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  ITurd  know  that  you  had  given  $9,000  of  the 

1048  money  you  had  gotten  from  him  to  your  daughter?  A.  No. 

Mr  Kidney:  Objected  to  as  calling  for  the  witness's  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Nurd’s  mind,  and  also  misstating  the  fact,  there  being  no  testi¬ 
mony  whatever  to  support  the  question  asked. 

Q.  You  never  told  him  that  you  had  given  Jessie  $9,000,  did 
vou?  A.  No. 

Q.  Whv  didn’t  vou  tell  him?  A.  I  didn’t  consider  it  neeessarv  to 
tell  him  what  T  did  with  the  monev,  after  he  had  given  it  to  me. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  him  {hat  you  had  given  her  either  the  $5,000 
nor  the  $4,000,  did  you.  A.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  You  did  give  it  to  her,  did  you  not?  A.  T  decline  to  answer 
that. 

Q.  Airs.  Cramer,  why  did  you  go  to  the  bank  with  Air.  Hurd  on 
the  occasion  of  the  $10,000  transaction  in  1909?  A.  Because  he 
wanted  me  to. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  went  to  the  bank?  A.  What 
did  I  do? 

Q.  ATes,  madam.  A.  Amu  will  have  to  be  a  little  more  explicit. 

Q.  Don’t  you  know  what  you  did?  A.  You  mean  who 

1049  did  T  talk  to  or  what? 

Q.  I  am  asking  for  what  you  did  when  you  went  to  the 
bank,  Airs.  Cramer.  A.  Arou  mean  what  did  Air.  Hurd  do? 

Q.  That  was  not  my  question,  was  it?  A.  Well,  the  money  was 
put  to  my  account. 

Q.  Well,  what  part  did  you  have  in  placing  the  money  to  your 
account?  A.  T  can’t  remember  whether  the  money  was  handed 
to  me  or  whether  Air.  Hurd  attended  to  that;  T  don’t  remember: 
T  know  it  was  put  to  my  account. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  made  out  the  deposit  ticket?  A.  No. 

Q.  For  the  draft?  A.  T  don’t  remember  now. 

Q.  Did  you  go  with  Air.  Hurd  to  see  Air.  Meem.  one  of  the 
officers  there,  that  morning?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whv  did  you  go  to  see  him?  A.  Who  else  should  T  go  to 
see? 

Q.  Who  suggested  that  you  go  to  see  him?  A.  Air.  Aleem? 

Q.  Yes,  madam.  A.  I  always  went  to  Air.  Aleem  to  transact 
any  business. 

Q.  Air.  Aleem  was  not  the  receiving  teller  at  the  bank,  was  he?  A. 
No.  Tie  always  attended  to  my  business  for  me,  Air.  Aleem  did. 
as  a  usual  thing. 

Q.  Was  there  any  special  reason  for  going  to  see  Air.  Aleem 

1050  in  connection  with  that  transaction?  A.  No  more  than  any 
other  transaction. 

Q.  Did  Air.  Hurd  have  his  bank  book  with  him?  A.  I  presume 
he  did:  T  don’t  recollect  that. 

Q.  Did  you  have  your  bank  book  with  you?  A.  Always  carried 
it  when  I  went  to  the  bank. 
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Q.  Mr.  Hurd  could  have  gone  direct  to  the  receiving  teller  and 
deposed  the  draft,  could  he  not?  A.  He  could  have  done  a  g^d 
mam  tilings,  but  lie  <hdn  t  on  this  occasion 

Q.  When  was  the  check  for  $10,000  given  vou?  A.  When’ 

W-  ies.  A.  I  dpn  t  remember. 

Q.  Mas  it  before  you  left  your  apartment  to  go  to  the  bank  or 
after  you  got  to  the  bank?  A.  My  recollection  is  Mr  Hurd  C 
the  money  anti  gave  it  to  me,  or  deposited  it;  I  can't  remember. 

it  Tr„7 P  I!!'""  ""  hi  your  account  with  the  Washington  Loan 

of  \lr  Hurd’s"  '  '"’i" V  i°  deposit  ticket  and  the  transcript 

*10  000  !/  «  *  ?  ■  !"cUy}'"Z  th,,se  tickets  shows  that  this 

*101100  „as  first  deposited  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  credit  and  a  check  drawn 

on  his  account,  and  that  check  deposited  to  vour  credit  L  ha 

.mur  recollection?  A.  Well.  then,  that  must  he  corre.t  whatever 
their  accounts  show  is  probably  correct.  <ue'er 

Q'  Dnl‘'fii'i  .a100",'  aWl>y?  0,11  vour  deposit  tickets?  A.  01, 

10M  6  0,1  mi’  °w"  ,iei’os"  ,i<ke'  a  great  many  times.’ 

11  ,?.•  n,d  .'on  fill  out  any  of  them  in  connection  with  ,nv 

o^these  tramac, ions  with  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Indeed” I 'don’t* re- 
10  ,2  ^£.£n"’i/’i^W^une,!r!s.referS  ‘°  ",e  $1000°  in 

ticket  X,W.’s  rm.r.buS  jVOI,r /.collection  by  looking  at  (bis  deposit 
cash?  A.eV:tUccJdvV  «  *•*  S  of 

i,  '  th°  'VOrd.  “enffcncv”  and  the  word  “coin”  erased  and 

not 'erase  «"*>«  '•  (Interposing*  ,  did 

Q.  You  did  not  erase  it9  A  Yo 

JL7JC  it"?;',,,'!.;  ";,rV:i "?  kmk  th“  . . .  h. 

a  ni.in’i  hi„;  „  ^:w,rm,wi . . 

at  the  bank,  but  whether  that  was  ,i ‘  In,r°d'iced  Inin 

()  Well  ,u  l  i  •  ' "as  on  that  occasion  1  could  not  tell 

S  2 Zs&r  - R 

Q.  Hid  you  no t" pu re  h a se ° f 'naif  Mv 

in-law  for  $500?  A.  No  sir  1  TTuid  a  note  of  your  son- 

Q*  I  show  vou  Exhibit  \  II  v,,  qi  i  i 
page  with  the  mark  in  front  of  it  iVn^  ask  :von  to  look  »t  the 
,p  in  Air.  1 1 u rcEs^liaiidwH ti n g°  *  “nd  te”  ,ne  wheth”  <*  not  that 

Af1**  LESTER:  Eli ve  the  date. 

Air.  roRD:  Fehruarv  26th  1000 

Mr.  T.estkr  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  incompetent 
tell ;  it  looks 'like  it  Mr'  W,m,’s  hi,nd«  Hting,  ns  well  as  T  can 
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Q.  You  observe  that  the  words  “Sold  to  Mrs.  Cramer' ’  are  those 
in  Mr.  Hurd’s  handwriting?  A.  It  looks  pretty  shaky,  but  I  guess 
it  is  his. 

Q.  If  Mr.  Hurd  made  that  statement  it  is  untrue,  is  it? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  and  call¬ 
ing  for  a  conclusion  of  the  witness,  and  not  for  any  fact  of  which 
she  has  knowledge. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  That  I  bought  a  note  from  him? 

Mr.  I'ord  (to  the  Examiner):  Just  rejieat  the  question,  please. 
(The  pending  question  was  again  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  bought  no  note  from  Mr.  Hurd,  no. 

Q.  Did  he  give  it  to  you?  A.  No. 

1054  Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  with  respect  to  such  a  note? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Where  was  your  daughter  and  your  son-in-law  living  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1906?  A.  New  York,  as  well  as  1  can  remember  now. 

Q.  Was  your  daughter  in  Washington  at  that  time?  A.  Not  to 
mv  recollection ;  I  think  not. 

Q.  You  don’t  say  that  she  was  not?  A.  Not  in  February,  1906; 
no,  no,  she  was  not. 

1055  Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Dr.  Hurd  about  the  spirit  letters 
that  his  grandfather  was  getting?  A.  I  may  have  written 

Mr.  Hurd  something  about  them ;  I  don’t  remember  talking  about 
them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  on  one  of  your  visits  to  New  York  go  to  see  Dr. 
Hurd  in  his  office  and  promise  to  get  him  some  of  these  “Mary” 
letters?  A.  No,  sir.  He  asked  me  and  wrote  me  to  ask  me,  also,  if 
I  could  get  them. 

1056  Q.  Well,  didn’t  you  promise  to  do  so?  A.  Well,  how  could 

I  promise  to  get  them  when  I  didn’t  have  any  idea  of  doing 
so. 

Q  A7 ou  never  made  a  promise  that  you  didn’t  expect  to  keep,  did 
voli?  A.  No,  sir.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  get  them. 

Q.  Did  you  not  again  promise  to  do  so  about  a  year  later?  A.  No 
sir. 

Q  Y°u  remember  calling  on  Dr.  Hurd  at  his  office  in  New  York, 
don’t  you?  A.  I  remember  Dr.  Hurd  asking  me  to  come  to  his 
office.  I  took  luncheon  with  Dr.  Hurd  in  his  office,  my  daughter 
and  I.  I  think  it  was  on  that  occasion  that  he  asked  me. 

Q.  Asked  you  what?  A.  To  get  letters;  ]  think  he  did,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken. 

Q.  \\  hat  did  you  say?  A.  I  don’t  remember  of  making  him  any 
answer  at  all;  said  that  if  I  could  I  would,  or  something  of  that 
kind;  maybe;  I  won’t  be  certain  about  that,  I  had  no  intention  of 
making  trouble  for  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  How  did  you  think  that  would  make  trouble  for  him?  A.  He 
said  he  wanted  the  letters  to  use  in  case  something — I  paid  very 
little  attention  to  that — he  said  he  wanted  the  letters  to  keep. 
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•A  xe,U  ca,,efI  «P«:»  to  protect  Mr.  Hurd,  did  you? 

A.  Protect  Mr  Hurd?  I  nm  not  a  woman  to  cause  trouble  in  any 
t  know  it;  never  have  heen  known  to. 

1U,)7  jl-  y°u  ever  know  May  Eckert?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  talk  to  you  about  her.  A.  Yes, 

.9-  Whft  tlt'l  he  say?  A  F  could  not  tell  you  now  what  he  said- 
>  just  talked  about  her:  said  he  had  given  her  money. 

tJ,™  ,  rn!,°h-  A.  To  my  best  recollection,  he  said' he  gave  her  a 

thorn  an.l  dollars.  She  was  in  trouble  and  wanted  to  get  out  of 

that  effect  W!*nted  *°  movc  hcr  flir'iiture  out.  or  something  to 
Q.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was?  A.  No,  I  do  not. 

A .  Oli"  no,'  after 'that  ^  °f  >'°Ur  "1,wd  eng“gement  *  him? 

Q.  After  that?  A.  T  think  so.  as  well  as  T  can  remem- 

10W  A  ^Nor>ld  Mr’  II,ir<1  State  when  hp  had  Riven  her  the  money? 

Q.  M  as  it.  as  far  as  you  know,  about  the  time  of  his  conversa- 

lOoO  1  n  "m  'r 1  A-  T,llon,t  know:  T  didn’t  ask  him. 

•  ys  ,Cramer-  "hen  were  you  in  Pinehurst?  A.  Some 

f»  tri  ' !  Hl  o‘hninry.  as  well  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  U  hat  year?  A.  1010. 

Q.  M  here  was  Mr.  Nurd  meanwhile?  A.  At  mv  apartment 
Q.  M  as  anyone  there  with  him?  A.  My  son  and  his  wife 

at  ^  I16 11  that  he  1,oanled  with  Mrs.  Knorlein?  A  I  was 
at  Atlantic  City  on  one  oeasion. 

Q.  That  was  when?  A.  1909. 

n  t!  .voar?  A  year  is  a  long  time.  A.  1909 

Q.  Don  t  you  recall  the  part  of  the  vear9  \  Oli  T  l 

PflO  II  A?  wdl  ns  1  pan  mmember.  in  September  ’  R  y°Ur 

becmii TdS ;rmeembera"aV?  '  1  ran’'  'eU  the  pxac‘  ^te, 

|  anv  o!her  Yes  *r 

«a?A,rr?  r£r 

1060  Q.  Where  wore  V0l,  at  t  9  *  w, 

ter  was  ill  and  I  was  with  her.  hen  dau*h- 

Q.  How  long  were  vou  absent9  \  T  pon’t  ».«  i 

exactly  how  long.  ’  •  *v.  i  can  t  remember  just 

recollection!  to  save  time  Ye  "  £  " 'Td  K'Vf'ne  hes, 
h°Q  T  ‘’T  Ahm.t  three  wwkl^two  %£?  ^ 

He^ paid  board  tomv’rirter ""l'  y0U  dl,nng  those  Periods?  A. 

recoilectidn’t  ^  •V0,,  anything  dllri"*  that  time?  A.  Not  that  I 
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Q.  Did  he  afterwards  pay  you  for  those  weeks?  A.  Not  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  paid  your  sister?  A.  I  hope  he  did 
Q.  You  think  he  did,  to,  don’t  you?  A.  I  suppose  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  what  amount  he  was  to  pay  to  your  sister? 
A.  I  may  have  said  that  I  thought  it  was  worth  $10,  and  I  did 
think  it  was  worth  it. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  to  pay  your  sister  $10?  A.  No,  1  don’t 
think  I  said  it  in  those  words. 

Q.  You  heard  Mrs.  Knorlein’s  testimony,  didn’t  you?  A.  Well, 
that  is  my  recollection  of  the  conversation  I  had  with  him. 

1061  I  don’t  think  I  put  it  in  those  words.  Mr.  Hurd  may  have 
said  that  to  her. 

Q.  You  have  produced  here,  Mrs.  Cramer,  a  little  slip  contain¬ 
ing  a  memorandum  about  a  fur  coat.  Do  you  know  when  that  was 
made?  It  appears  to  have  been  dated  on  April  25,  1905.  Did  you 
receive  it  about  that  time?  A.  This  note? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  I  presume  I  did. 

Q.  What  became  of  that  fur  coat,  do  you  know?  (I  am  referring 
to  the  paper  marked  “For  identification  J.  A.  L.  No.  18.”)  A. 
Well,  he  didn’t  die;  this  is  in  case  of  his  death. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  said  that  was  in  case  of  his  death,  and  he  didn’t  die;  I  don’t 
know  what  became  of  it. 

1062  Q.  Now,  there  is  another  slip  which  you  offered  in  evi¬ 
dence.  which  was  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For  identifica¬ 
tion  J.  A.  L.  No.  19.’’  When  did  you  receive  that?  It  appears  to 

be  dated  January  6th,  1910.  A.  I  presume  the  time  it  was 
1 068  dated. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  it  a  testamentary  document?  A.  I 
didn’t  consider  anything  about  it  ;  didn’t  think  anything  about  it. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  received  it  did  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Hurd  had  any  money  on  his  person?  A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  at  all  strange  that  he  should  give  you  a  paper 
giving  you  whatever  money  was  on  his  person  at  his  death,  except 
enough  for  funeral  expenses?  A.  Not  at  all  strange,  no;  I  was  car¬ 
ing  for  him  and  looking  after  him  and  making  a  home — a  good 
comfortable  home  for  him,  where  no  one  else  was  trying  to  do  it, 
or  had  ever  tried  to  do  it. 

Q.  And  you  had  gotten  $36,000  from  him,  too,  had  you  not?  A. 
I  don’t  know  how  much  I  had  gotten.  I  had  gotten  exactly  what 
he  gave  me. 

A.  And  you  don’t  know  to  this  day  how  much  you  did  get,  do 
you?  A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  these  small  amounts  that  he  gave  you  amount  to 
in  the  aggregate — have  you  any  idea?  A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  It  might  run  into  thousands  of  dollars,  might  it  not? 
1064  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  positive  of  that,  are  you?  A.  I  don’t  think-  so. 
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Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  they  would  amount  to,  Mrs. 
Cramer?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  How  many  years  did  your  receipt  of  them  extend  over?  A. 
Oh,  1  could  not  say  how  many  years;  a  few  years. 

0-  What  do  you  mean  by  a  “few  vears  ”?  A.  Not  verv  mam 
years. 

Q.  Did  they  begin  as  far  back  as  1900?  A.  No. 

1065  Q.  1903?  A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  no. 

Q.  You  knew  whether‘vou  got  them  or  not,  didn’t  vou? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Didn  t  know  it  when  he  gave  you  money?  A.  I  sav  it  didn’t 
go  back  as  far  as  1900. 

Q.  My  last  question  was  about  1903.  A.  Mr.  Ford  will  vou 
please  be  a  little  more  explicit  when  you  ask  your  question  and  1 
will  answer  it.  * 

Mr.  Lester  (to  the  witness):  What  he  wants  to  know  is  when 
these  gifts  first  began. 

A.  1  told  him  I  couldn’t  tell. 

Mr.  Lester  (to  the  witness):  Well,  about  when? 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Now,  will  you  answer  your  counsel’s  question?  A.  I  will 
answer  yours,  if  you  have  any  to  ask  me. 

All.  I  ord  (to  the  Examiner)  :  Just  read  her  Air.  Lester  s  ques 
tion. 

(The  Examiner  read  as  requested.) 

am  I  to  answer  Air.  Lester’s  question? 
Air.  Birxey:  Yes,  answer  Air.  Lester’s  question. 

The  Witness:  Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon;  1  didn’t  know  that  I  was 
to  answer  that.  About  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  1904.  He  mav 
have  made  some  little  gifts  in  1903,  but  I  think  in  1904. 


By  Air.  Ford: 

Q.  And  they  extended  through  from  1904,  through  1909 
1066  at  least,  did  they  not?  A.  Occasionally. 

Q.  But  they  covered  that  entire  period.  That  is  true,  isn’t 
it?  A.  Some  time  during  the  year,  during  that  time.  He  was 
with  me  all  the  time,  and  I  can  t  say  when  he  made  me  little 
presents,  or  when  he  didn’t. 

Q.  I  think  \ou  te>tified,  Airs.  Cramer,  that  Air.  Hurd  was  appre¬ 
ciative  of  a  kindness  to  him,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes,  sir;  seemed  to  be. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  or  anyone  else  that  lie  was  not  appre¬ 
ciative?  A.  I  may  have  told  him  several  times. 

0*  M  hen  .  A.  W  hen  we  would  have  little  differences,  or  some 
thing  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  it?  A.  Like  anyone  would  mean  when  they 
have  a  little  difference  with  a  person. 

Q.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  you  had  received  these  large 

^  m  him  you  told  him  he  was  unappreciative? 

A.  Alaybe;  I  don’t  say  that  I  did  or  did  not;  I  mav  have. 
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Q,  Well,  what  is  your  best  recollection  on  the  subject?  •  A.  My 
best  recollection  that  we  had  little  misunderstandings,  yes. 

Q.  And  you  told  him  he  was  unappreciative,  is  that  what 
HKx  you  testified?  A.  1  don't  think  I  told  him  he  was  unappre¬ 
ciative.  I  told  him  I  hoped  lie  was  not  unappreciative;  I 
hoped  he  appreciated  what  1  was  doing  tor  him  or  something  to 
that  effect, 

Q.  But  you  never  told  him  that  he  was  unappreciative?  A.  1  told 

him  he — no,  I  can’t  say  that  1  ever  did;  I  don’t  know  what  I  have 
told  him  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  anyone  else  that  lie  was  unappreciative?  A 
Not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  Well,  how  positive  is  your  recollection  on  the  subject?  A.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  telling  anyone  else  now. 

Q.  Well,  if  you  did  tell  anyone  else  that  he  was  unappreciative, 
was  it  true?  A.  No,  I  think  Mr.  Hurd  was  very  appreciative’  lie 
may  have  been  aggravated  at  times,  and  all  like  that,  but  I  think  he 
was  a  very  appreciative  old  man. 

Q.  Do  you  recall  being  at  1044  East  17th  Street.  Flatbush  at  anv 
time  when  Mr.  Hurd  was  there?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  When  was  that?  A.  During  the  summer  of  1901. 

y°u  have  an.v  correspondence  at  that  time  with 
1008  Mrs.  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  Writing? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  1  don't  remember;  may  have. 

./.s*?°w  y°u  a  lctter  which  apparently  bears  no  date  and  ask 
you  if  it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  1  wrote  this.  [  didn’t  tell  it 
did  T? 

.  Q-  That-  is  in  your  handwriting,  isn’t  it.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A  Ye* 
sir. 

Q*  You  lead  this  letter  over  carefully  before  answering,  Airs 
Cramer,  did  you  not?  A.  Before  making  mv  answer?  I  haven’t 
answered  what  occurred  yet,  have  I? 

Q.  You  have  now  read  this  letter  through,  have  vou  not9  \  Ye* 
sir. 

Q.  And  it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  this  letter  in  evidence. 

(The  letter  referred  to  is  marked  bv  the  Examiner  “For  identifica¬ 
tion  R.  A.  F.  No.  1”,  and  copied  into  the  record  herewith,  as  fol¬ 
lows:) 

1044  E.  17  St.,  Fl  AT RUSH. 

AD  Dear  AIrs.  Hurd:  Your  letter  reed  I  am  verv  sorry  in¬ 
deed  that  Air.  Hurd  is  acting  so  contrary,  and  against  the  wishes  of 

his  family. 

*/ 

1  talked  to  him  yesterday  about  going  up  to  spend  the  the. summer 
with  you  and  he  told  me  to  mind  my  own  I) —  business  that  he 
would  do  as  he  D —  pleased  that  he  was  perfectly  capable  of 
1069  managing  his  own  affairs,  and  if  we  didn’t  want  him  here 
there  were  plenty  of  other  places  that  he  could  board  and  that 
he  had  a  good  notion  to  get  on  the  train  tomorrow  and  go  back  to 
A1  ashington  so  1  said  no  more  to  him  until  just  a  little  while  ago 
54— 2488a 
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when  he  said  he  would  go  one  day  next  week.  You  will  just  have 
to  let  him  take  his  own  good  time  for  it  for  if  he  thinks  we  are  anx¬ 
ious  for  him  to  go  he  will  change  his  mind,  for  he  is  as  stubborn  as  a 
mule.  He  has  improved  very  much,  eats  heartily  and  takes  his  long 
walks  in  the  last  couple  days. 

lie  doesn't  bother  Jessie  for  he  is  on  the  poareh  all  the  time,  and 
we  will  do  all  we  can  for  him  for  Doctors  kindness  to  Ford,  for  he 
doesn’t  appreciate  anything  that  one  does  for  him.  Now  don’t 
worry  any  thing  about  him  for  we  will  look  after  him  while  he  is 
here. 

Trusting  that  the  little  ones  are  very  much  better 
Sincerely  yours 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER.” 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  ^  8s  Mr.  I  lord  a  stingy  man?  A.  I  didn’t  consider  him  so, 
no,  only  to  himself;  he  was  very  stingy  to  himself. 

Q.  You  never  called  him  a  stingy  man,  did  you?  A.  Often. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  counsel  cross-examined  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject  most  fully. 

Q.  When  did  you  call  him  a  stingy  man?  A.  Oh.  I  say  when 
" e  were  a/m/  having  a  little  misunderstanding,  or  something  of 
that  kind,  and  when  1  was  talking  to  him  about  sending 
1070  money  to  his  grandson;  I  have  talked  to  him  in  that  manner: 

asked  him  not  to  be  stingy  with  them,  and  let  them  have  it 
while  he  was  living. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  else  that  he  was  a  stingy  man? 

Mr.  Birney:  This  is  objected  to  unless  the  counsel  indicates  the 
person  and  time  and  place. 

A.  I  don  t  recall  now  of  telling  anyone. 

Q-  I  believe  you  testified  that  you  invited  the  Hurds  to  spend 
the  inauguration  season  w  ith  you  "in  1909,  did  vou  not?  A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q-  Kindly  look  at  the  paper  1  now  show  you  and  state  whether  it 
is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  have  to  read  it  through  in  order  to  find  out  whether 
i  i  r  1  i  .  i  n  d  \  i  i  t  i  i  i  g  or  not?  A.  I  wished  to  read  the  letter 

Q.  I  nquestionahly.  but  do  you  have  to  read  it  through  in  order  to 
find  out  whether  it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Xo. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence,  with  the  request  that 
the  same  be  spread  upon  the  record. 

(The  letter  referred  to  is  marked  by  the  Examiner  “For  identifica¬ 
tion  R.  A.  F.  Xo.  2.  and  copied  into  the  record  herewith,  and  the 
original  returned  to  counsel:) 

“Dept  of  State,  Feb.  16/09. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Hurd:  1  never  discovered  until  yesterday,  and 
then  only  by  mere  chance,  that  Mr.  Hurd  wrote  to  you  and 
1071  Doctor  not  to  come  over  on  the  4"  of  March.  Mr.  Hurd 
and  a  friend  of  mine  were  speaking  of  the  amount  of  seats 
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they  were  putting  up  and  the  terrible  crowd  that  would  be  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  he  then  up  and  tells  what  he  wrote  you,  he  had  never  men¬ 
tion  one  word  of  it  to  me. 

Now  Mrs.  Hurd  I  want  you  and  Doctor  to  come  visit  me  for 
Inauguration  and  1  assure  you  that  vour  visit  will  not  inconvenience 
him  in  any  way.  neither  will  it  aid  to  his  expense.  You  see  we  lay 
aside  all  ceremony  in  our  homes  at  that  time  and  make  room  for 
our  friends. 

.Tesdes  folks  are  coming  hut  T  can  make  room  for  you  and  Doctor 
and  want  you  to  come. 

We  will  make  him  take  you  and  T  to  the  Ball  and  spend  some  of 
his  stingy  old  money.  1  guess  he  would  drop  dead  if  he  had  to  do 
that. 

With  kindest  regards  to  you  and  Doctor  and  a  kiss  to  the  Babies 

I  am, 

Sincerelv  yours, 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER.” 


By  Mr.  Ford: 

0.  Tn  this  letter  you  used  this  expression,  did  you  not:  “We  will 
make  him  take  you  and  T  to  the  hall  and  spend  some  of  his  stingy 
old  money  T  guess  he  would  drop  dead  if  he  had  to  do  that.”  A. 
Yes.  sir:  those  are  the  very  words  Mrs.  TTurd  would  say  to  me  when 
speaking  of  him  going  to  market  Tt  seemed  to  he  a  little 
1072  by-word  between  she  and  T  while  T  visited  there. 

Q.  You  didn’t  put  that  in  quotation  marks,  did  you  A. 
T  think  T  did:  T  intended  to.  if  1  didn’t. 

Q.  Well,  look  at  the  letter  and  see  whether  you  find  any  quota¬ 
tion  marks?  A.  They  are  underlined:  the  same  thing. 

Q.  Ts  the  expression  “T  guess  he  would  drop  dead  if  he  had  to 
do  that”  underlined?  A.  Oh.  no,  that  is  not:  the  other  is.  “stingy 
old  money”.  She  said  he  would  drop  dead  if  he  had  to  spend  any 
money  going  to  market  with  her  again. 

0.  And  you  thought  it  necessary  to  repeat  it  in  a  letter  to  her? 
A.  Yes.  sir!  just  for  a  little  joke  between  she  and  T.  that  is  all. 

0.  And  you  were  talking  about  a  man  who  had  given  you 
$30,000?  A.  T  never  intentionally  spoke  unkindly  of  Mr.  TTurd  in 
my  life;  only  as  a  joke. 

Q.  And  you  were  talking  about  a  man  who.  if  your  testimony  is 
now  to  he  believed,  had  made  van  an  offer  of  marriage,  which  you 
had  accepted,  and  which  would  have  been  consummated  hut  for  the 
fact  that  he  was  afraid  of  his  «on  Byron:  isn’t  that  true?  A.  That 
is  true. 


Mr.  Lester:  The  question  is  ohiected  to  because  the  letter 
1073  shows  to  whom  it  is  written,  and  it  speaks  for  itself,  and 
is  the  best  evidence  of  what  it  contains. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  talking  with  Mr.  Hurd’s  relatives 
about  his  stinginess?  A.  With  Mrs.  Hurd,  yes.  She  had  spoken 
of  it  to  me  on  several  occasions  when  T  visited  her. 

Q.  Any  of  the  rest  of  them?  A.  And  in  her  letters  had  spoken 
of  it  to  me. 
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Q-  Now,  when  Mrs.  Hurd  told  you  he  was  stingy,  did  you  take 
a  position  to  the  contrary?  A.  I  don’t  remember  of  making  her 
any  answer  about  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  deny  that  he  was  stingy  to  her.  did  you?  A. 
It  was  not  my  business  at  all.  1  said  nothing  to  her  about  it. 

Q.  And  yet  here  was  a  person  charging  a  friend  of  yours,  a  close 
friend,  a  man  you  had  at  one  time  promised  to  marry,  with  being 
stingy,  and  saying  of  him  that  he  would  drop  dead  if  he  had  to 
spend  any  of  his  money,  and  you.  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
you  had  received  many  thousand  dollars  from  that  party,  did  not 
defend  him.  A.  If  you  think  under  the  circumstances,  after  Lee 
Hurd's  wife  having  never  turned  a  hand  to  accommodate  that  old 
man,  or  to  do  anything  for  him  during  his  lifetime,  had  any  right 
to  insinuate  for  one  moment  that  he  was  stingy,  or  had  been  stingy, 
after  educating  her  husband  and  doing  as  he  had  for  her 
HL  4  husband,  and  her  husband’s  father,  and  they  never  giving 
him  any  consideration  in  return  for  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you.  who  were  not  related  to 
Mi.  Hurd,  who  had  received  from  him  $•>!>. 000  in  large  amounts, 
l>esides  all  ot  the  kindnesses  that  he  had  shown  von  in  other  ways, 
were  justified  in  saying  to  lib  granddaughter  that  he  was  stingy?  A. 
Perfect  1\  so.  Mr.  Hurd  bad  told  me  to  sav  that  he  was  stingv 
whenever  1  talked  to  them:  always  said  “Laury,  tell  them  I  am 
stingy:  don  t  let  them  know  1  give  you  anything:  it  is  none  of  their 

business:  I  have  done  my  part  hv  them ‘and  done  it  bravelv  and 
well.” 


Q.  Hid  he  tell  you  also  to  say  that  he  would  drop  dead  if  he 
had  to  spend  any  of  his  stingy  old  money?  A.  That  was  Mrs.  Lee 
Hunl  s  remark  to  me.  and  I  thought  it  a  very  unkind  remark,  and 
yet  I  quoted  it  in  the  letter  to  her. 

Q.  yes.  madam,  and  you  didn’t  put  it  in  quotation  marks.  A. 
u  ell.  it  is  the  same. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  (lid  ym  ever  sav  to  anyone,  or  write  to  anyone. 

rr  ' 0,1  nin^e  distinction  between  telling  and  writing,  that  Mr 
Hurd  had  mean  and  ugly  spells? 

Mr.  Birxey:  Objected  to  unless  the  person  and  time  and  place 
are  indicated,  or  the  writings  produced. 

.  I  ( an  t  recall  that  unless  I  would  see  the  letter 

VboM1’  11  did  have  mean  and  uglv 

1  L«>  spells.  A .  A  es  he  did  occasionally. 

Q.  M  hat  occasioned  them,  if  you  know  ?  A.  1  noticed 
diem  when  he  would  come  from  Mrs.  Shafer’s. 

Q.  Against  whom  would  those  spells  be  directed?  A.  Tie  just 

n'?  "  11,110  nM'1  °»t  patience  and  iil-humored 

Out  of  patience  with  whom?  A.  As  much  himself  T  guess 
as  anything  else.  *  *  * 

<>.  How  long  would  these  spells  last?  A.  Oh.  perhaps  a  few 
moments;  a  half  an  hour,  or  mavlie  an  hour,  or  all  evening  *  I 
paid  no  particular  attention. 

telW  ^Vdobf \hdTnny  '°nSer  'han  °ne  day?  A‘  1  00"Id 
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Q.  On  those  occasions  was  hi'  ugliness  directed  to  you  personally? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  whom  was  it  directed?  A.  Very  often  speak  unkindly  of 
his  family. 

Q.  You  didn't  object  to  that,  did  you?  A*.  Yes,  sir,  I  did  object 
to  that. 

Q.  ^  on  found  fault  with  him  for  saying  unkind  things  about 
his  family,  and  yet  you  chimed  in  with  his  relatives  when  they  said 
mean  tilings  about  him.  is  that  the  fact?  A.  As  a  mere  joke, 
nothing  more.  1  would  not  have  hesitated  to  have  told  Mr.  Hurd 
what  I  said  in  that  letter. 

Q-  ^  you  didn’t  tell  him,  did  you?  A.  I  don’t  remember 
now  whether  1  did  or  not. 

Q.  Examine  this  letter  of  January  16th,  1909,  and  tell 
1070  me  whether  it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  ^  ou  have  read  it  through  before  answering,  haven't 
you?  A.  Before  answering  this  question? 

Q.  Yes,  madam.  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  I" ohi) :  1  otter  this  letter  in  evidence,  to  be  spread  upon  the 
record  as  before. 

“Dep’t  of  State,  Jan.  16/09. 

M ^  Dear  Mrs.  Hi  rd:  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  lovely  Xmas 
present,  and  at  the  same  time  scold  you  for  sending  it,  for  I  don’t 
want  you  to  feel  that  you  should  remember  me  when  you  send  to 
Mi.  Hurd.  I  show  all  my  friends  my  lovely,  hand  made  corset 
(o'er,  it  is  beautiful  and  I  am  going  to  keep  it  until  I  get  married 

1  got  another  promotion  since  1  saw  you,  1  was  so  glad  to  get  it 
as  1  still  have  to  help  Ford,  lie  only  gets  $10  a  week  and  vou  know 
that  doesn  t  go  very  far  in  New  York,  lie  is  going  to  night  School 
and  that  takes  too.  Jessie  has  a  verv  nice  home,  and  nicely  fur¬ 
Mr.  Hurd  has  had  another  of  his  mean  ugly  spells  now  for  two 
days,  it  is  a  good  thing  he  sent  Doctor’s  check  first,  ha  ha  ma-be 
.  —  t,iat.ls  "I1*}!  be  is  grieving  over.  I  don’t  pay  any  attention 
1  "  \?x  h™  ‘T1  be  gets  over  it  in  a  few  days.  He  still  sees  Mrs. 

Shatter  she  has  been  treating  him  for  his  wind  as  he  calls 
it,  wonder  what  she  will  take  up  next?  He  gets  a  letter  of  about 

‘  1  8  ba£es  f1rol1)  ^ellie  Kelly  every  week  but  destroys  it  just  as 
soon  as  he  reads  it.  J  J 

I  think  I  have  told  you  all.  and  every  thing  is  going  along  as 

well  as  can  be  expected.  Please  remember  me  to  Mr.  Byron  vvith 
love  to  yourself.  T  am,  y  1 

Yours  sincerely, 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER.” 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

“Man'’7etterTeYVM  "if  'T™!  at  th,e ‘ime  *at  you  wrote  the 
'  ■  ■  A.  Mr.  Hurd  and  mvself. 

CJ.  w  hat  time  of  day  was  it?  A.  In  the  evening 

Q;  "  here  were  you  at  the  time?  A.  Tn  my  dining-room. 
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Q.  Were  there  any  other  person*  in  the  apartment?  A.  In  mv 
apartment? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  No;  no. 

Q.  IIow  did  you  come  to  write  the  letters?  A.  He  had  been 
asking  me  to  see  if  I  could  not. 

Q.  IIow  often  did  he  ask  you?  A.  I  could  not  sav  just  how  many 
times.  J 

Q.  It  was  a  frequent  thing,  was  it  not?  A.  No,  not  frequent. 

....  .  Q-, WhelJ  (li<l  he  begin  asking  you?  A.  Sometime  dur- 
'"‘8  mg  the  early — 1009.  or  thereabout*. 

Not  earlier  than  that?  A.  Perhaps  in  1908.  Some 
time  in  1  908 ;  I  could  not  have  said  just  when. 

Q.  It  may  have  been  1007?  A.  No. 

Q.  Or  1000?  A.  Not  that  I  can  recollect  now 
Q.  Never  before  1908?  A.  Not  that  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  I  lease  tell  me  again  what  you  oldened  as  to  the  influence 
these  spirit  letter  would  have  on  him.  A.  Mrs.  Shafer’s  letters? 

,  *•  menn  sl,lr,t  letters  of  any  kind.  A.  I  observed  nothing 
about  them.  * 

Q.  He  was  not  influenced  at  all  by  them,  as  far  as  you  observed? 
Aot  as  far  as  I  observed,  no. 

Q.  Even  those  that  came  through  Mrs.  Shafer?  A.  Only  what  I 

ha\e  already  testified  to;  he  would  he  out  of  patience,  and  so  forth 
and  so  on,  when  he  would  go  there. 

Q.  I  show  you  a  letter  dated  November  2nd.  1907.  and  ask  you 

10-0  "  Ahi'Uls  ln  vmlr  bandwriting?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

I"/-’  (.).  You  have  read  it  through?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  FoRn:  I  offer  it  in  evidence. 

“Deft.  of  State,  Nov.  2nd,  1907. 

Mv  Dear  Doctor.  I  saw  your  Grandfather  reading  a  letter  this 
morning,  also  heard  him  mention  something  about  it  being  from 

>ou.  in  pay'd  no  attention  to  it  as  I  am  always  in  a  great  burn- 
in  the  mornings.  '  u 

But  alter  1  got  your  note  T  decided  to  go  home  to  luncheon  and 
have  a  talk  with  him  and  see  if  he  wouldn’t  tell  me  why  he  was 

xr,?'8.'?!  ever  since  lie  came  home,  so  finally  he  said  that 

.Ian  tol(l  him  that  he  had  a  great  many  more  years  to  live  and 
hat  he  had  to  lie  economical.  He  then  told  me  that  in  the  future 
he  slmuld  only  give  Lee  half  of  his  allowance,  and  Doctor  if  ever  I 
a  ked  pla in  to  any  one  in  my  life  1  did  to  your  Grandfather  I 

ovine  it  !  be  ought  to  lie  ashamed  to  act  so  in  his  old  days  after 
"  V  /Vi  1  •  !  fnr  so  niany  years  to  change  now. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  often  heard  him  sav  that  it  was  Marv’s 
wishes  for  him  to  give  it  to  you  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  if  he  Sd 

°  Jown  Grind  thlngs  thn‘  be  surely  ought  to  where  his 

1080  r  ,  ,  nd  Son.."ns  e,|i' Pemed  and  this  she  had  asked  him 

1080  from  her  own  lips  not  through  any  old  fraud  spiritual  * 

and  when  I  got  through  he  didn’t  have  a  word  to  *nv  only  T 
guess  you  are  right.  And  I  also  told  him  if  he  couldn’t  wrfte  nleas' 
ant  letters  that  he  had  better  not  write  any  at  all. 
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Please  excuse  haste  for  I  am  interrupted  so  much  and  want  to 
write  this  here  at  the  office  so  that  he  will  not  know  or  suspect  me. 
I  hope  he  is  all  right  let  me  know. 

Love  to  Mrs.  Hurd  and  all. 

L.  R.  CRAMER.” 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

In  this  letter  you  use  the  term  “old  fraud  spiritualist.”  Who 
did  you  mean  by  that?  A.  1  call  all  spiritualists  frauds. 

Q.  You  didn’t  have  reference  to  any  particular  person?  A.  1 
said  old  fraud  spiritualism  or  spiritualists,  I  suppose;  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  if  vou  had  reference  to  any  particular  per¬ 
son?  A.  No. 

Mr.  Lester:  I  suggest  you  show  her  the  letter  so  she  can  say  in 
what  connection  it  is  used. 

A.  “Old  fraud  spiritualist;”  any  old  spiritualist,  I  guess  I 

1081  meant. 

Q.  You  have  already  testified,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you  wrote 
two  letters  that  were  signed  “Mary,”  haven’t  you?  A.  1  didn’t  say 
the  last  one  was  signed  “Mary,”  or  the  first  one;  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  they  were  signed  “Mary;”  1  would  not  be  positive;  but 
they  were  not  spiritualist  letters;  let  me  add  that. 

Q.  In  order  to  relieve  myself  of  the  suggestion  of  even  for  a 
moment  intending  to  deceive  you,  do  you  know  of  any  other  person 
through  whom  Mr.  Hurd  received  letters  signed  “Mary,”  than  Mrs. 
Shafer  and  yourself?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q-  I)i(l  Mr.  Hurd  ever  tell  you  why  he  gave  Dr.  Hurd  $1,000  a 
year?  A.  I  think  he  said  it  was  the  wishes  of  his  wife  and  that  he 
wished  to  educate — no.  it  was  the  wishes  of  his  wTife  to  give  him 
$1,000;  1  want  to  correct  that,  please.  It  was  his  wife’s  wishes  that 
he  should  educate  him. 

Q-  MThat  did  you  mean,  then,  by  saying  in  this  letter  to  Dr. 
Ilurd  “I  told  him  that  1  had  often  heard  him  say  that  it  was  Mary’s 
wishes  for  him  to  give  it  to  you  as  long  as  he  lived”?  A.  I  told 
Mr.  Hurd  a  great  many  things  in  order  to  get  him  to  send  the 
$1,000;  always  tried  in  every  way  to  prevail  upon  him  to  send  it  to 
Dr.  Hurd. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  persuade  him  to  believe  that  it  was  Mary’s  wishes 
that  he  should  send  it  as  long  as  he  lived?  A.  Oh,  I 'don’t  re¬ 
member  what  my  persuasions  were  at  that  time.  I  know  I 

1082  told  him  to  send  it. 

Q.  Didn’t  you  think  Mr.  Hurd  knewT  what  his  wTife  had 
asked  him  in  that  regard?  A.  Perhaps  I  did;  I  don’t  know. 

(L  W  ell,  what  is  the  fact  about  it?  A.  I  don’t  remember  the 
facts  now,  what  I  said  to  him.  I  see  in  there  that  I  told  him  it  was 
Mary’s  wishes — his  wife’s  wishes;  perhaps  I  did.  I  wanted  him  to 
send  it. 

Q.  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  hadn’t  often  heard  him  say 
then  that  it  was  Mary’s  wishes  for  him  to  give  it  to  the  doctor  as 
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long  as  he  lived,  had  you?  A.  1  had  often  heard  him  sav  tha* 
it  was  wife’s  wishes  to  educate  Lee  and  he  good  to  him. 

Q*  But  had  you  heard  him  say  that  it  was  Alary’s  wishes  for  him 
to  give  Lee  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  as  long  as  he  lived?  A.  T 
wrote  to  that  effect;  perhaps  I  did;  my  letters  say  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  it  now?  A.  I  could  not.  tell  you 
what  lie  told  me;  a  great  many  things  he  lias  told  me. 

Q  ^  ell,  didn  t  he  tell  you  that  *  A.  My  letter  says  so;  perhaps 
he  did. 

Q.  ^  ljat  did  you  mean  by  the  use  of  the  expression  in  this  let¬ 
ter  “If  he  had  to  obey  her  wishes  in  other  tilings  that  he  surely 
ought  to  where  his  own  grandson  was  concerned,  and  this  she  had 
asked  him  from  her  own  lips  not  through  any  old  fraud  spiritual. 

_  ist  ?  A.  Just  what  I  said  there  I  meant;  that  I  thought  he 

10SJ  ought  to  send  it,  and  used  that  persuasion,  perhaps,  to  get 
him  to  do  it. 

Q-  ^  hat  did  you  mean  by  saving,  “had  to  obey  her  wishes  in 
other  things  f  A.  Some  letter,  I  suppose,  he  had  received  from 
Mrs.  Shafer  just  before  that  led  me  to  believe  something  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  he  do  what  that  letter  suggested?  A.  Not  that  1  know  of? 

Q.  Well,  why  did  you  say  he  had  to  obey  her  wishes  in  these 
other  things?  A.  I  don’t  know  why  he  had  to  obey,  or  that  he 
did  obey,  I  don  t  remember  that  he  obeyed  them  in  anvthing;  but 
I  was  using  that  as  a  persuasion  to  get  him  to  send  the  money. 

Q.  A  on  thought  that  he  should  oliey  them  at  that  time,  did  you? 
A.  No,  1  can  t  sav  that  I  did.  Perhaps  it  was  the  Doctor’s  letter 
that  led  up  to  this.  Have  von  the  letter  where  he  asked  me  about  it? 

Q.  Aon  have  the  doctor?  letters  to  you,  Mrs.  Cramer.  We 
haven’t.  And  that  is  the  only  explanation  that  vou  can  make  of 
the  use  by  you  of  the  expression  “if  he  had  to  obev  her  wishes  in 
other  things”?  A.  A"es,  if  he  had  to. 

Q.  A  on  didn  t  observe  that  he  did  obev  her  wishes  in  other  things 
did  you?  A.  No.  ' 

D’  Did  \ ou  not  at  that  time  know  that  he  was  influenced 
1U.S4  by  these  letters  from  Mary,  and  complied  with  the  requests 
°r  'visiles  expressed  in  them?  A.  Did  I  not  know  it?  No. 

(}.  Mrs.  Cramer,  I  believe  1  asked  you  how  Mr.  Hurd  regarded 
your  little  grandson,  Fenton.  Will  you  tell  me  what  his  attitude 
towards  him  was?  A.  Very  kind,  as  far  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  punish  or  attempt  to  punish  the  bov*>  A  He 
might  have. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  know  whether  he  did  or  not?  A.  T  think  he 
did  on  one  occasion. 

().  A\  hen  was  that?  A.  I  can’t  recall  it  just  now 

Q.  What  did  lie  do?  A.  I  think  I  talked  to  him  about  it  at  the 
time,  it  niv  recollection  is  right  now. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  can’t  recall  now  what  the  punishment  was.  He  punished 
nim  in  some  way,  I  think,  it  I  can  recollect  correctly. 

Q.  Was  it  a  severe  punishment?  A.  I  can’t  remember;  I  paid 
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no  attention  to  it.  I  may  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Hurd  about  it  and 
at  the  same  time  knew  that  the  child  deserved  it.  A.  I  pre- 
1085  sume  if  he  needed  it  he  did. 

r  i  ,,  ^  ^  hal  (io  >’ou  klu,w  aLj(,ut  it?  A-  Oh,  1  know  once  he 
did  lie  ran  away  from  Mr.  llurd  in  the  park,  and  Mr,  Hurd  took 

his  hat  oil  and  cut  him  over  the  head  with  it  all  the  way  home. 

i  ever  strike  lliln  with  anything  other  than  the  hat? 

A.  \\  ell,  it  he  made  him  mad  he  did. 

(J.  Did  you  find  fault  with  him  if  he  did?  A.  Perhaps  1  did  if 
l  knew  it. 

(I  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  didn’t  you  testify  day  before  yesterdav 
that  you  never  knew  of  Mr.  Hurd  punishing  him,  and  if  you  had 
you  would  not  have  objected?  A.  I  haven't  said  now  1  objected 
1  may  have  said  something  to  Mr.  Hurd  about  it,  in  the  way  to  give 
him  to  understand  he  must  not  do  it,  or  something  of  that  kind 
but  at  the  same  time  knowing  that  the  child  needed  it;  all  children 
need  correcting. 

y°u  did  object?  A.  I  would  object  to  anyone  punish- 
mg  little  hen  ton,  lor  I  am  very  fond  of  him,  and  so  was  Mr.  Hurd 
very  fond  of  him,  and  yet  1  punished  him  myself. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  saying,  when  you  were  here  the 
other  day,  that  if  he  had  punished  him  you  would  not  have  ob¬ 
jected?  A.  I  would  not  have  seriously  objected,  no.  I  would  prob¬ 
ably  have  mentioned  it  to  most  anyone  if  he  did.  at  the  same  time 
not  seriously  objecting;  just  mentioning  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  give  him  a  lecture  on  account  of  it?  A 
1080  Well,  perhaps  I  might  call  it  a  lecture  at  the  time,  if  I  said 
it  to  anyone.  I  don’t  recall  now  of  telling  anyone.  If  I  did 
I  may  have  called  it  a  lecture. 

Q-.  Examine  the  paj>er  I  now  show  you  and  state  whether  or  not 
it  is  in  your  handwriting?  A.  That  is  in  my  handwriting  ves 

Q.  You  have  now  read  it  through?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Ford:  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 

“Dept,  of  State,  Apr.  22/08. 

Dear  Doctor:  I  would  have  written  you  before  but  have  not  had 
the  time  and  felt  sure  that  you  would  understand  the  cause  of  my 
not  doing  so.  As  I  suppose  Mr.  Hurd  has  written  you  of  the  death 
of  my  daughter’s/  husband,  which  occurred  the  very  day  that  I 
received  your  letter. 

Now  Doctor  about  your  Grand-Pa  being  cranky,  I  don't  think 
that  he  is  any  more  so  than  he  ever  was,  for  he  has  had  those  mean 
ugly  spells  ever  since  I  have  known  him,  and  I  have  to  give  him  a 
good  calling  down  even’  once  in  a  while. 

I  kept  my  little  Grand  son  here  with  me  while  my  daughter  went 
back  to  straighten  up  and  get  moved.  Well  you  know  how  mean 
he  was  to  little  Leona,  and  lie  began  to  exercise  his  authority  on  our 
Baby  by  getting  a  stick  and  whipping  him,  and  I^couldn’t 
1087  stand  for  that  and  gave  him  one  of  the  best  or  rather  longest 
lectures  that  he  ever  had  in  his  life.  You  see  he  is  so  sneak¬ 
ing  that  you  can't  catch  him  at  it.  really  Doctor  he  is  to-  mean  and 
55 — 2488a 
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ugly  U)  be  around  children.  I  Will  he  glad  when  the  baby  goes 
home  just  on  his  account. 

I  have  talked  to  him  so  much  about  his  meanness  toward  hi* 
family  that  1  should  think  he  would  be  ashamed  of  it,  lie  seems 
perfectly  well  and  happy  (“and  cranky’’)  and  speaks  lovely  lately 
of  both  your  family  and  Mr.  Byron’s. 

Please  excuse  this  paper  as  1  am  writing  it  between  times  at  the 
office.  With  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Hurd,  1  am 
Your  sincere  friend, 

L.  R.  CRAMER.” 

By  Mr.  Ford. 


Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  what  do  you  mean  bv  saying  in  that  letter:  “lie 
Hefei  ring  to  Mr.  Hurd)  is  so  sneaking  that  you  can’t  catch  him 
at  it !  A.  Well,  I  always  thought  he  was  pretty  slick  and  sharp 
Q-  Did  you  think  *ie  was  a  sneak?  A.  Oh.  I  didn’t  mean  it  just 
in  that  way — a  sneak.  1  was  perhaps  a  little  overly  concerned  about 

the  baby  just  at  that  time.  T  recall  now.  The  servant  I  had I 

had  forgotten  it  entirely— I  recall  now:  the  servant  told  me  when  I 
returned  to  lunch  one  dav  that  he  had  used  a  stick  on  little  Fenton. 
He  had  just  l>een  left  a  little  orphan  in  my  care,  and  naturally  my 
heart  went  out  to  him.  as  anyone  else’s  would,  perhaps,  and  had  a 
good  cry  about  it.  I  presume  I  did.  Mr.  Hurd  was  fond 
1088  of  him  and  yet,  as  I  say.  would  have  chastised  him.  I  re¬ 
call  the  nurse  telling  me  of  it  now. 


Q.  It  doesn  t  state  that  you  had  a  good  cry  about  it.  does  it?  A. 
Hh,  no,  hut  I  would  have  had  it  and  would  now,  should  anvone  else 
treat  little  Fenton - 

Q.  You  said  you  gave  Mr.  Hurd  a  good  lecture.  A.  Anybody  1 
would,  if  they  used  a  stick  on  him:  I  would  give  you  one,  or  anvone 
else,  that  would  use  a  stick  on  little  Fenton. 

Q*  ^  on  also  say.  Really.  Doctor,  he  is  too  mean  and  uglv  to  he 
around  children.  1  will  l>e  glad  when  the  baby  goes  home  just  on 
his  account.”  Was  that  true?  A.  1  meant  it  at  the  time,  that  he 
used  a  stick  on  our  baby.  J  got  over  it.  though,  in  a  short  while  I 
was  overly  sensitive. 


Q,  How  long  before  this  letter  was  written  was  it  that  this  beat¬ 
ing  occurred?  A.  T  don’t  recall  that,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  It  was  some  time  before,  wasn’t  it?  A.  T  don’t  recall  it. 

Q.  Your  letter  says.  “T  would  have  written  to  you  before  but  have 
not  had  the  time  and  felt  sure  that  you  would  understand  the  cause 
of  my  not  doing  so.  As  T  suppose  Mr.  Hurd  has  written  von  of  the 
death  of  my  daughter’s  husband,  which  occurred  the  very  day  that 
I  received  your  letter.”  When  did  vour  daughter’s  husband 
1089  die?  A.  T  don’t  remember  the  date. 

Q.  It  was  some  time  before  this  letter  was  written?  A. 
Evidently  must  have  been,  by  the  way  I  wrote. 

Q  And  you  retained  during  the*  time  between  the  beating  of 
Fenton  and  the  time  that  that  letter  was  written,  your  resentment  of 
Mr.  Hurd’s  conduct?  ^A.  Did  T  say  in  there  that  he  was  beatin" 
Fenton?  I  don’t  think  I  did.  did  I? 
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Q.  You  didn’t  use  the  expression  ‘‘beating.”  A.  No,  I  don’t 
think  so.  ’ 

*  ^Ai^°,u  sa^  ^an  to  exercise  his  authority  on  our  babv.” 
Oil,  that  is  quite  different,  sir. 

di^rentJ«fr ttlI1S  '  a"d  whiPPin8  hini  ”  A.  Oh,  that  is  quite 

().  You  think  getting  a  stick  and  beating  a  two-year  old  baby  is 
different  from  whipping,  do  you?  A.  Oh.  yes,  sir:'  you  can  take  a 

stick  and  lightly  touch  a  baby,  a. little  fellow;  he  would  not  bent 
him,  surely  not. 

Q.  Did  he  touch  him  lightly?  A.  T  wasn’t  present.  The  nurse 
(old  me  when  I  came  home  about  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  further  say:  “T  have  talked  to  him  so  much  about 

1000  118  n,ean"es«  toward  his  family.”  Do  you  think  he  was 

l(t!M>  mean  to  his  family?  A.  In  what  respect? 

.  ....  Q-  There  is  your  letter,  Mrs.  Cramer;' I  am  asking  you. 

A.  \\hv,  I  was  being  annoyed  all  the  time  bv  Dr.  Hurd— about 
writing  him  mean  letters:  that  is  what  T  referred  to  in  there.  Almost 

every  week  he  wrote  me  something  concerning  his  grandfather’s 
mean  letters  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Hurd  about  it  frequently9  \  When¬ 
ever  Dr.  Hurd  wrote  to  me  that  he  had  been  mean  to' them 

Q  Do  you  mean  to  say.  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  Dr.  Hurd  wrote  you 
anything  like  once  a  week?  A.  Whenever  he  did:  whenever  he  did. 

Q.  \\  ell,  that  may  have  been  once  every  three  months  \  Oh 
I  think  he  wrote  me  oftener  than  that. 

Q.  You  have  produced  all  of  Dr.  Hurd’s  letters  that  vou  can  find 
have  you?  A.  Oh,  not  all  that  he  had  written  me. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn’t  you  produce  the  others?  A.  Had  T  known 
this  was  coming  up  perhaps  T  would  have  kept  them. 

1  Q  -Yon  didn’t  keep  them?  A.  T  was  not  looking  for  anything 
ike  this  as  Dr.  Hurd  seemed  to  have  been  looking  for;  no,  T  didn’t 
keep  his  letters:  T  was  not  laying  traps  for  Dr.  Hurd  and  his  family 
0.  Aon  have  testified  that  Mr.  TTurd  told  vou  to  keep  certain 
papers  that  he  gave  you.  so  that  if  anything  happened  to  him  vou 
could  get  the  money,  didn’t  you?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

1091  Q.  And  didn’t  you  state  further  that  Mr.  Hurd  said  that 
if  you  didn’t  keep  them  you  would  not  get  anything,  because 
they  would  not  give  you  anything  after  he  was  gone?  A  I  didn’t, 
say  that.  I  said  Mr.  TTurd  often  said  what  he  didn’t  give  me  I  would 
not  get  after  he  was  gone. 

Q.  You  also  say  ir.  this  letter.  “Tie  speaks  lovely  lately  of  both 
your  family  and  Mr.  Bvron’s .”  Was  that  an  unusual  thing?  A.  Tt 
wa<<  an  unusual  thing  for  him  to  speak  nicely  of  Mr.  ByronV  family 
0.  Have  you  read  your  letters.  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  were  produced 
and  offered  m  evidence  by  the  plaintiff?  A.  That  vou  have  iu«t 
handed  me? 

Q.  T  mean  the  letters  that  were  produced  and  offered  in  evidence 
when  the  plaintiff’s  testimony  was  being  taken.  A.  Perhaps  T  did. 

Q,  Didn’t  vou  read  them  at  the  time  they  were  produced?  A.  T 
say  perhaps  T  did:  T  don’t  recall  them  now.  though. 
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1092  ion-  £ramer'  1  show  vou  a  letter  dated  October  18th, 
j1 1  .  ;  wVlch.was  offered  in  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  plain- 

“  that  ls  •vour  «Rnnture.  isn’t  it?  (Referring  to  Ex¬ 
hibit  A.  H.  No.  2.)  A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  wrote  that,  did  you?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  No*  in  this  letter  you  say:  “lie  has  had  a  writing,  as  he  calls 
it,  from  Mary,  and  you  put  in  parentheses  after  that:  “Mrs.  S.” 
Who  do  you  mean  by  that?  A.  Mrs.  Shafer. 

Q.  Did  you  object  to  Mrs.  Shafer  writing  him  “Mary”  letters? 
A.  I  had  no  right  to  object.  Tt  was  not  anv  of  mv  business  either 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  W  hen  did  you  first  learn  that  Mrs.  Shafer  was  writing  him 
these  letters?  A.  I  could  not  just  say  when  T  first  learned  it. 

Q.  About  how  many  years  ago?  A.  T  could  not  tell  you.  Oh, 

before  I  moved  off  of  Corcoran  Street,  but  T  could  not  tell  vou  what 
year. 

Q.  You  moved  from  Corcoran  Street  in  1901?  A.  T  believe 
1901 . 


Q.  Now.  why,  if  such  letters  had  no  influence  on  him,  did  you  ob¬ 
ject,  or  did  you  suggest  to  Dr.  Hurd  in  this  letter  that  lie' should 
give  Mrs.  S.  to  understand  a  few  things  about  writing  him 
1093  letters  from  “Mary”?  A.  Dr.  Hurd’s  own  suggestion  that 
1  should  do  all  I  could  to  keep  Mr.  Hurd  from  going  to  Mrs. 
Shafer’s,  or  Mrs.  Shafer  from  coming  to  my  house;  went  so  far  as 
to  ask  me  to  bar  Mrs.  Shafer  from  my  house,  which  1  told  him  I 
could  not  do,  as  Mr.  Ilurd  was  there  all  during  the  day  alone,  and 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  who  called  during  the  day  and  could 
not  present  it;  if  I  had  wanted  to  I  could  not  have  prevented  it. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Hurd  tell  you  why  be  wanted  to  break  up  the  asso¬ 
ciation  between  Mrs.  Shafer  and  his  grandfather?  A.  He  said  that 
he  didn’t  want  his  grandfather  to  visit  her  or  she  to  visit  him.  1 
didn’t  ask  him  for  his  reason. 

Q.  lie  didn  t  give  you  any  reasons?  A.  He  may  have  at  the 
time;  I  don’t  remember  now. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  what  they  were?  A.  1  sav  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber. 


Q.  When  was  it  that  he  did  so.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  That  be  did  «o 
what? 

Q.  That  he  spoke  to  you  on  the  subject  of  Mrs.  Shafer  and  asked 
you  to  keep  her  awav  from  bis  grandfather,  if  possible.  A.  I  could 
not  say  what  year  it  was;  I  don’t  know. 

Q  Can  you  tell  us  about  what  year  it  was?  A.  No,  sir;  I  can¬ 
not. 

1094  Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  tell  you  that  he  was  going  to  change 
his  boarding  house?  A.  Often — well.  I  won’t  say  often; 

ves. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  Oh.  once  or  two  or  three  times,  perhaps: 
when  he  would  be  irritated  or  a  little  out  of  patience  about  some¬ 
thing.  Perhaps  coming  home,  as  1  think  I  testified  before,  from  Mrs 
Shafer’s. 

I4id  he  tell  t  ou  n  be  was  going  to  change?  A.  I  don’t 
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know  as  he  did.  He  told  me  to  write  Lee,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
something  about  him — it  was  too  expensive  where  he  was,  or  some- 
thing  like  that;  asked  me  to  write  Lee  to  that  effect. 

Q.  W  hy  ?  A.  Oh.  he  said  lie  was  tired  of  being  dunned  for 
money. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  when  that  was?  A.  No  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  that  he  was  going  to  change  his  boarding 
house  and  go  where  he  could  get  it  cheaper?  A.  I  think  I  told 

Lee  Nurd  that;  I  think  T  wrote  Lee  Hurd  that,  if  T  am  not  mis- 
taken. 

Q.  Why  did  you  write  him  that?  A.  At  the  old  gentleman’s 

suggestion.  He  asked  me  to.  T  think  be  wrote  the  Doctor  that 
too. 

Q.  It  was  not  true,  was  it?  A.  T  don’t  know  whether  it  was  true 
at  the  time  or  not.  Oh,  no,  it  was  not  true  that  he  was  going  to 
change  because  he  could  get  it  cheaper;  T  haven’t  any  idea  that  that 
was  the  case  at  all. 

1095  Q.  Did  you  want  to  deceive  Dr.  TTurd?  A.  Did  T  want  to 
deceive  Dr.  Ilurd?  T  wanted  to  please  Mr.  TTurd;  it  was  his 

wishes. 

Q,  If  that  resulted  in  deception  as  far  as  Dr.  TTurd  was  concerned 
did  you  object?  A.  T  didn’t  consider  Dr.  TTurd  so  much  as  T  did 
the  old  gentleman. 

Q  Now,  was  not  the  purpose  that  you  both  had  in  view,  assuming, 
as  you  testified,  that  Mr.  TTurd  suggested  it.  to  keep  Dr.  Hurd  from 
having  any  information  as  to  the  moneys  that  you  were  getting? 
A.  T  did  not  tell  Dr.  TTurd  how  much  money  T  was  getting. 

Q.  Now.  T  know  you  didn’t  ;  but  was  not  the  purpose  of  your — to 
keep  him  in  ignorance?  A.  T  had  no  intention  of  telling’ him. 

Q.  Was  not  your  purpose  in  writing  to  him  what  you  have  testi¬ 
fied  you  wrote  to  keep  him  in  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  you  were 
receiving  it?  A.  It  was  not  my  purpose;  it  was  the  old  gentleman’s 
purpose. 

Q.  Did  not  you  participate  in  that  purpose?  A.  T  beg  your  par¬ 
don. 

(The  pending  question  was  read  aloud  bv  the  Examiner.) 

A.  T  did  as  he  asked  me  to. 

Q.  Well,  you  didn’t  want  Lee  Hurd  to  know,  did  you?  A.  As 
far  as  T  was  concerned,  it  didn’t  make  any  difference.  It  wras  the 
old  gentleman’s  wishes  T  granted.  He  didn’t  want  him  to  know  it. 

Q.  Don’t  you  know  that  if  Mr.  Lee  Hurd  liecame  aware  of  the  fact 
that  you  were  receiving  from  his  grandfather  these  large  sums 
109f>  of  monev  that  he  would  make  some  inquiry  into  the  matter? 
A.  T  never  thought  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Rut  you  did  keep  it  secret?  A.  It  was  not  any  of  Lee  Hurd’s  * 
affair;  it  was  the  old  gentleman’s  money. 

Q.  Now,  T  believe  you  said  that  it  was  not  true  that  Mr.  Hurd 
told  you  he  was  going  to  change  his  boarding  house  and  go  some¬ 
where  where  he  could  get  board  cheaper,  did  you  not?  A.  I  said  he 
had  written  that  to  Lee;  perhaps  he  told  me  that;  I  think  he  told  me 
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that.  Yes,  on  one  occasion,  that  hr  was  going  into  a  boarding  house, 
yea. 

Q.  W  hen  was  that?  A.  T  could  not  tell  you;  T  don’t  remember; 
paid  no  attention  to  it. 

Q.  It  appears  that  this  letter  containing  that  statement  is  dated 
December  12th.  1907.  I  show  you  that  letter  and  ask  you  if  that  is 
your  signature  to  it?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  am  referring  now  to  Exhibit  A.  II.  No.  3.  A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  that  letter,  dated  December  12th,  1907,  you  say  “He  said 
last  night  that  he  guessed  he  would  change  his  boarding  house  and 
go  some  place  where  he  could  get  it  cheaper.”  Does  that  refresh 
your  recollection  as  to  just  when  he  said  that?  A.  He  may  have  told 
inn-  ln^°  it  in  the  letter;  T  can  t  recall  those  things  at  all. 
109/  Q.  Yell,  did  he  tell  you  to  put  it  in  the  letter?  A.  T 

don  t  know,  sir;  I  can’t  recall  it— what  time  or  when  he  told 
me. 

was  the  statement  made  in  vour  letter  a  true  statement9 
A.  That  he  had  told  me? 

Q.  That  he  had  said  last  night  what  T  have  read  to  vou.  A.  Evi¬ 
dently  he  must  have  said  so,  or  T  would  not  have  put  it  in  the  letter. 
Whether  he  meant  it  or  wanted  me  to  sav  this  to  Lee  is  a  different 
matter;  T  can’t  say. 

Q.  Now.  you  further  say:  “Now.  what  do  vou  think  of  that?  But 
1  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  him.  and  don’t  vou  either.”  Did  he 
tell  you  to  put  that  in  too?  A.  Tie  may  have,  for  all  T  know. 

Q.  Well,  did  lie?  A.  T  don’t  know.  T  don’t  recall  it  at  all:  don’t 
remember  anything  alwmt  those  trivial  things. 

Q.  Now.  I  show  you  another  letter  dated  October  28th.  1908. 
l>eing  Exhibit  A.  H.  No.  4.  and  jisk  vou  if  that  is  vour  signature? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  say:  “TTe  got  a  notion  last  night  that  he 
wanted  to  go  in  a  large  boarding  house,  but  T  know  the  cause  for  it 
all,  he  had  been  over  to  Shafers,  but  T  talked  him  out  of  it  after  a 
hard  struggle.”  Was  that  a  true  statement?  A.  At  one  time  Mr. 
Hurd  asked  me  to  go  in  to  Mrs.  Shafer’s  with  he.  my  son  and  myself 
to  board.  WTiether  it  was  on  this  occasion  or  not  I  can’t 
1098  say.  T  went  over  and  looked  at  the  rooms  and  T  would  not 
have  lived  in  them  five  minutes,  let  alone  board  in  them  a 

month. 

Q.  You  say  “but  T  talked  him  out  of  it  after  a  hard  struggle.” 
Did  you  ever  talk  him  out  of  leaving  you  after  a  hard  struggle?  A. 

T  can’t  recall  that  at  all. 

Q.  Your  letter  does  not  say  anything  about  his  wanting  you  all 
to  go  into  a  large  boarding  house,  does  it?  A.  T  can’t  recall  the 
circumstances  of  the  letter  at  all.  You  have  the  letter:  that  is  as  near 
as  I - 

Q.  Well.  T  will  let  you  see  it.  A.  T  know  what  is  in  the  letter.  I 
say  I  don't  recall  the  circumstances  under  which  T  wrote  it. 

Q.  No  such  statement  as  that  appears  in  this  letter,  does  it?  A. 
You  have  the  letter. 

Q.  In  this  letter  T  find  this  statement:  “Your  grandfather  has  a 
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new  lease  on  life  since  his  visit  to  you.”  Did  he  tell  you  to 
1099  put  that  in?  A.  Perhaps  he  did;  1  don’t  know,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  ell.  was  it  true  or  not?  A.  lie  seemed  to  have  sev¬ 
eral  new  leases  on  life.  I  heard  he  was  dying  up  in  Whallonsburg, 
hut  he  didn  t  seem  to  be  near  dead  when  1  saw  him. 


Q.  Coming  back  to  the  time  when  this  letter  was  written,  Mrs. 
Cramer,  October  28th,  1908,  and  calling  your  attention  again  to  the 
statement  made  in  it,  “Your  grandfather  has  a  new  lea>e  on  life 
since  his  visit  to  you.”  Was  that  true  when  this  letter  was  written? 
A.  That  he  had  a  new  lease  on  life? 


Q.  Since  his  visit  to  Lee?  A.  You  see  what  I  have  in  the 
letter;  that  is  as  near  as  I  can  explain. 

Q.  Mas  it  true?  A.  That  he  had  a  new  lease  on  life? 


0-  Yes,  madam.  A.  1  evidently  must  have  thought  so  or  I  would 
not  have  put  it  in  the  letter;  that  he  was  feeling  very  well. 

Q-  You  didn’t  put  things  in  your  letters  that  you  didn’t  think? 
A.  Perhaps  he  told  me  that,  how  he  was  feeling. 

Q.  Did  you  also  say  “lie  is  feeling  fine  and  keeps  quite  and  good 
natured,  considering  ?  A.  Yes,  perhaps  he  was  feeling  good  na- 
tured  considering. 

Q.  Did  you  put  that  in?  A.  I  can’t  remember  all  those  little 
details. 


Q.  M  hat  did  you  mean  that  he  “felt  good  natured  con.- 
1100  sidering  ?  A.  M  ell,  at  times  he  was  irritable  and  cross. 

Q-  Well,  considering  what?  A.  I  could  not  explain  more 
fully  than  that. 

Q  Did  you  think  you  could  make  Mr.  Hurd  do  what  von  wished? 
A.  Not  by  any  means. 


Q.  You  never  tried  it?  A.  To  do  what  I  wished? 

Q.  A  es,  madam.  A.  \\  hy  no.  T  never  tried  to  make  him  do 
what  I  wished,  by  any  means. 

Q.  3 °u  think  you  could  make  him  do  what  somebody  else 
wished?  A.  I  may  have  tried  to  make  him— asked  him  to  do 
things;  never  tried  to  make  Mr.  Ilurd  do  anything.  He  was  not 
a  man  you  could  make  or  drive  to  anything. 

(L  What  did  you  mean  by  saying"  in  the  letter  of  October  18th. 
190/,  which  was  shown  you  this  morning:  “Doctor,  if  you  had 
given  me  the  slightest  hint  of  what  you  wished  him  to  do  about 
it,”  (referring  to  the  codicil  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  will)  “I  think  that  1 
might  have  persuaded  him”?  A.  “Persuaded”  and  “makin"”  is 
different. 


Q.  I  believe  you  said  this  morning  that  Mr.  Hurd  sometimes  had 
mean  and  ugly  spells  for  an  hour  or  it  may  be  a  day  Did 
1101  you  not?  A.  Did  I  say  a  day  or  two? 

I  Q.  Well,  a  day  or  two.  A.  No,  sir;  I  don’t  think  J  tes¬ 
tified  to  a  day  or  two. 

,  9v^e11’  what  is,  the  fact  )vith  regard  to  that  matter?  A.  He 
had  little  mean,  ugly  spells,  like  anyone  else  would  have,  yes 

Q.  How  long  would  they  last?  A.  Oh,  I  can’t  tell  just  how  long 
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they  lasted;  I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  his  little  spells.  I 
humored  Mr.  Hurd  a  great  deal  in  every  respect. 

Q.  Did  they  ever  last  as  much  iis  a  week?  A.  Well,  he  may 
have  had  two  or  three  in  a  week. 

Q.  Well,  did  any  spell  ever  last  as  much  as  a  week?  A.  I  don't 
remember,  1  am  sure.  I  was  a  very  busy  woman.  1  had  a  great 
deal  to  look  after  more  than  Mr.  Hurd's  spells,  as  you  term  it. 

Q.  I  assume  that  you  had.  Now,  I  show  you  a  ietter  dated  No¬ 
vember  9th,  1908,  and  ask  you  if  that  is  your  signature?  A.  Yes. 
sir. 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  say,  “Don’t  answer  him  about  his  mean¬ 
ness,"  and  then  “For  I  gave  it  to  him  good  yesterday.  He  has 
been  too  ugly  for  anything  for  the  last  week  or  so."'  Was  that 
a  fact?  A.  As  1  say,  he  may  have  had  several  spells  during  that 
time  that  might  not  have  lasted  all  that  time. 

Q.  Well,  you  don’t  say  he  had  had  several  spells,  do  you?  A.  Do 
you  know  bow  many  times  1  was  interrupted  during  the  time 
1102  I  was  writing  to  Lee  Ilurd,  as  a  general  thing?  I  wrote 
those  letters  in  my  office,  perhaps  reading  proof,  and  at¬ 
tending  to  a  dozen  other  official  matters,  and  bad  to  leave  that 
letter  mercy  knows  how  many  times;  never  read  them  over  after 
1  wrote  them. 

Q,  Did  you  write  them  all  at  the  State  Department?  A.  No. 
sir. 

Q.  Well,  what  difference  did  it  make  as  to  whether  you  wrote 
the  letter  without  interruption  or  with  interruption,  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  statements  made  in  the  letter?  A.  Well,  are  vou 
saying  I  spoke  an  untruth  in  my  letters? 

Q.  I  am  leaving  that  for  the  Court  to  decide.  Mrs.  Cramer.  A. 
\Yhen  I  wrote  a  letter  at  home  I  usually,  at  his  suggestion,  pleased 
him.  If  I  wrote  it  at  the  office,  at  his  suggestion,  before  leaving  it. 

I  usually  pleased  him,  at  the  same  time  trying  to  make  the  best 
feelings  that  I  could  between  he  and  his  grandson. 

Q-  In  this  same  letter  you  say:  “I  told  him  unless  he  intended 
to  do  the  right  thing  by  you  and  Mr.  Byron  that  T  did  not  intend 
to  look  after  him."  Did  he  tell  you  to  say  that?  A.  No;  I  don't 
think  so;  I  don’t  think  so.  1  think  1  said  that  for  mv  own  sivine 
of  that.  *  ■  * 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  “the  right  thing"?  A.  Send  the 
thousand  dollars  a  year  as  he  had  always  been  sending.  T  con- 
shier  that  perhaps  what  I  meant:  I  don't  remember  aMhe  time 
Q.  Well,  how  about  doing  the  right  thing  by  Mr.  Byron? 
110:1  A.  I  thought  he  had  already  done  the  right  thing  by  Mr 
Byron,  after  having  threatened  his  life  time  and  time  again! 

Q.  But  you  say  that  “unless  he  intended  to  do  the  right  thin<> 
by  you  and  Mr.  Byron  I  would  not  look  after  him."  A.  Well  pe£ 
haps  I  said  that  just  there.  T  always  told  him  to  be  good  to  Mr 

Byron  and  not  think  of  the  unpleasantness  which  had  been  be¬ 
tween  the  two. 


Q.  Well,  what  did  you  mean  bv  “right  thing"  as  far  as  Mr 
Byron  was  concerned?  A.  Do  you  think  I  would  have  gone  to 

Mr  Byron  s  house  had  I  not  wanted  them  to  be  pleased  with  his 
iaxner  r 
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Q.  J  can  t  interpret  your  meanings,  Mrs.  Cramer,  beyond  your 
acts  A.  I  told  him  to  send  Mr.  Byron  a  birthday  present.  I 
considered  that  the  right  thing. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Ilurd  want  to  stop  you  in  that?  A.  lie  was  very 
much  provoked  at  times,  and  1  don’t  think  would  have  sent  it 
llicic  was  something  happened  to  Byron’s  horse  when  I  persuaded 
mm  to  send  some  money. 

at  nil  1)0  y°U  k"0W  "hen  that  'vus?  A-  N°.  I  don’t  recall  it 
Q.  Was  that  in  connection  with  the  writing  of  this  letter?  \  I 

don’t  know,  sir;  I  don’t  recall  it. 

Q.  Was  it  as  late  its  November,  1908?  A.  1  don’t  know,  sir. 

(J.  iddyon  think  he  was  not  treating  his  family  right?  A.  No 
'.Kin  t  think  lie  was  not  treating  them  right;  1  thought  he  was  a 
\ei\  good  grandfather  myself. 

(l  Yon  thought  he  was  a  pretty  good  father,  too,  didn’t 
I;v'1"  \es,  I  thought  he  was  a  good  father. 

I'1  -y°V  h.'lil.llv  porsuade  him  to  send  Lee  the  thousand  dol- 
'ion  A'  1  d°”  kn<>"’;  '  l<?  se"t  "  1  -ue~  i‘  "’as  at  my  perstia- 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  say  to  him  “Why,  Mr.  Ilurd.  1  am  ashamed 
of  \ ou  even  thinking  of  treating  Lee  like  that.  It  should  he  a 
great  pleasure  for  von  to  give  it  to  him  while  you  are  living  to 
see  them,  enjoy  it.  I  finally  got  around  him  by  telling  him  what 
<t  nice  little  surprise  it  would  lie  for  you  and  Mrs.  Hurd  to  get 
the  check  on  Christmas  morning,  and  how  von  would  tell  all  vour 

ML*  f "V-  A’  ,7es-  si''’  1  'ery  distm^lvW 

ing  tliat  to  Mr.  Ilurd,  very  well. 

•  lVKl  t?ld  him  in  dint  connection  that  if  he  didn’t  do  the 
right  thing  hy  Lee  vou  did  not  intend  to  look  after  him,  is  that 
A*  1  1tlnn*x  *  told  Mr.  Ilurd  more  than  once  that, 

(f.  You  also  state  m  this  letter.  “Please  tell  Mrs.  Ilurd  that  1 
shall  insist  on  him  adding  some  things  extra  for  the  little  ones’ 
tre£  J]"}  you  do  that?  A.  T  surely  did.  4  e‘ 

^  Did  he i  do  it?  A.  I  don’t  know  whether  he  did;  1  don’t  re¬ 
member.  I  think  she  wrote  me  that  he  did 

Q.  You  further  say  “don’t .give  yourself  any  uneasiness  over  it 

110-  iTelelnn*  t0  !he  th.?llSttnd  ^llars)  ^r  vou  will  surely  J 
1105  11  lf  ieIs  with  me.”  What  did  you  mean  by  that"  A  I 

.i  ,  t  m?jnt  n,y  Persuasions  would  have  any  effect  with  him 
tlnit  Lee  Ilurd  would  get  the  thousand  dollars 

r ■« » “» 

ai-js . .  >•"«  <■*-* 

if  he  i  with •?'na,\e  t>°"  Sn’V’  then.’  “for  >’°"  will  surely  get  it 
himsending  it  '  my  P®”0"8  had  ■‘’"■''thing  to  do  with 

.  i  '  ™,M  h,“  ** 

56— 2488a 
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Q.  M  hen  you  wrote  that  staten  ; : 1 1  in  this  letter  did  you  expect 
Mr.  Hurd  would  send  the  thousand  dollars?  A.  Did  I  expect 
Mr.  Ilurd  to  send  the  thousand  dollars? 

Q.  Yes,  madam.  A.  I  guess  1  did. 

Q.  I  show  you  a  letter  of  November  14th,  11)08,  and  ask  you 
if  that  is  your  signature?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  aid  you  mean  Dy  saying  in  thi>  letter  that  you  gave  him 
an  awful  lecture  lor  writing  Ins  stingy,  ham-up  letters  again?  A. 
I  think  almost  every  letter  I  received  from  Lee  Ilurd  was  speaking 
something  of  his  grandfather  writing  siingv,  hard-up  letters 
1106  to  him. 


Q.  And  then  you  lectured  Mr.  Ilurd  on  account  of  it? 
A.  No  lecture  exactly,  no:  sometimes  I  would  talk  to  him  one  way 
and  sometimes  another. 

Q-  Well,  when  you  say  ‘‘I  have  given  him  an  awful  lecturing” 
did  you  mean  that  you  just  talked  m  him  about  it?  A.  Well,  per¬ 
haps  I  talked  a  little  severe — more  severe  than  I  «hould.  perhaps. 

Q.  What  meaning  did  you  intend  to  convey  to  Dr.  Ilurd  when 
vou  say  ‘*1  have  given  him  an  awful  lecturing”?  A.  I  was  not  think¬ 
ing  anything  about  how  Dr.  Ilurd  would  take  the  meaning. 

Q.  Excuse  me.  This  letter  was  written  to  Mrs.  Ilurd.  I  didn't 
observe  that.  A.  Well,  the  same  refers  to  Mrs.  Ilurd. 

Q.  Now.  was  it  true  that,  as  a  result  of  your  lecturing,  he  felt 
very  kindly  to  both  Mr.  Myron  and  the  Doctor?'  A.  I  could  not 
state  now  how  he  felt  about  it;  I  don’t  know  his  feeling. 

Q.  Did  he  act  a>  though  he  did?  A.  I  don  t  rememl»er  how  he 
acted,  1  am  sure. 

Q.  You  say  in  this  letter  ‘*1  have  given  him  an  awful  lecturing 
for  and  he  now  feels  very  kindly  to  both  Mr.  Byron  and  the 
1107  Doctor.”  A.  Perhaps  he  acted  so. 

Q.  That  was  the  foundation  for  this  statement,  was  it? 
A.  I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  That  was  not  something  that  Mr.  ITurd  told  you  to  say?  A. 

I  don’t  remember  everything  that  Mr.  Ilurd  told  me  to  say. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  that  you  would  not  keep  him  in  your  house, 
or  turn  your  hand  to  wait  on  him,  unless  he  did  the  right  thing  by 
Byron  and  Lee?  A.  Perhaps  I  did;, I  don’t  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  it?  A.  I  don’t  remember  whether  I  told  him  or 
not. 


Q.  Well,  you  say  in  this  letter.  “1  told  him  I  would  not  keep 
him  at  my  house  or  turn  my  hand  to  wait  on  him  unless  he  did  the 
right  thing  by  Mr.  Byron  and  Lee,  as  I  sav  when  1  am  talking  to 
him.”  Now,  was  that  statement  true?  A.  Perhaps  I  did  tell 
1108  him  so. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  will  you  tell  us  whether  you  did  or  not? 

A.  As  I  have  testified  before  now,  and  will  again,  that  I  always 

asked  him  to  do  the  right  thing  by  Mr.  Byron  and  Mr.  Lee.  as  long 

as  he  was  in  mv  hou-e. 

« 

Q.  Well,  did  you  tell  him  that  you  would  not  keep  him  in  your 
house,  or  turn  your  hand  over  to  wait  on  him  if  he  did  not?  A. 
Perhaps  I  did;  I  don’t  remember. 
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Q,  The  fact  that  you  made  that  statement  in  your  letter  to  Mrs. 
Hurd  does  not  refresh  your  memory  sufficiently  for  you  to  be  able 
to  sav  whether  you  did  tell  Mr.  Hurd  so  or  not;  is  that  what  you 
testify?  A.  I  presume  I  did  tell  him. 

1109  Q.  Oh,  you  presume  now?  A.  Yes,  sir,  I  presume  now. 

Q.  A  while  ago  it  was  “perhaps”.  A.  Perhaps.  Presume 
and  perhaps  is  about  the  same  thing,  isn't  it? 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  use  this  expression:  “You  need  not  think 
lhat  he  is  hard  up;  he  only  has  one  of  his  devilish  spells  on  him.” 
Was  that  true?  A.  1  didn't  consider  he  was  very  hard  up. 

Q.  But  you  told  us  that  at  Mr.  Hurd's  instance  you  wrote  letters 
to  his  family?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Telling  them  that  he  was  stingy?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  from  asking 
him  for  money?  A.  That  is  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  And  now  you  are  writing  them  a  letter  in  which  you  tell  them 
that  he  is  not  hard  up.  hut  merely  has  a  devilish  spell  on  him?  A. 
He  was  not  in  my  estimation;  he  was  not  hard  up.  I  think  that  let¬ 
ter  was  written  before  I  wrote  him  about  his  spell,  wasn't  it,  about 
being  so  stingy? 

Q.  This  letter  was  written  on  November  14th,  1908.  What  did 
you  mean  bv  a  “devilish  spell  '?  A.  Oh,  luike  lots  of  men.  get  con¬ 
trary.  aggravating,  provoked  around  the  house. 

Q.  He  got  that  way,  did  he?  A.  Yes,  1  guess  you  do  too. 

1110  Q.  Peril  a]  is  T  do.  You  also  say  in  this  letter,  ‘Tie  was 
acting  mean  and  ugly  around  the  house  for  a  week  or  so  be¬ 
fore  I  heard  from  the  Doctor.”  WTas  that  true?  A.  T  gue*s  it  was. 

Q.  A  on  also  say,  “On  the  first  he  kept  out  five  dollars  on  his 
board,  so  I  waited  for  two  or  three  days  and  told  him  T  wanted  it. 
He  said  T  haven’t  got  it,  and  when  he  did  give  it  to  me  he  turned 
his  back  and  took  it  from  a  big  roll.  W  as  that  statement  true?  A. 
I  don’t  remember.  T  don't  recall  ever  asking  him. 

Q«  W  ell.  you  wrote  it,  didn’t  you?  A.  ]  have  often  seen  him  take 
money  out  of  big  rolls. 

Q.  AYould  you  like  to  refresh  your  recollection  from  this  letter? 
A.  Oh,  perhaps  it  is  true;  perhaps  it  is  true;  if  T  wrote  that  T  guess 
it  is  true. 


Q.  Do  you  merely  presume  that  it  is  true,  or  is  it  true?  A.  T 
don't  recall  it  now;  it  is  so  long  ago. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  I  have  again  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  you  testified  very  circumstantially  about  the  contents 
of  a  letter  you  allege  was  written  in  1904  by  Air.  Hurd  to  you.  and 
T  am  now  trying  to  test  your  recollection  of  a  letter  written  by  you 
years  later,  namely,  in  November,  1908,  and  T  would  like  to  ask 
you  this  question :  How  is  it  that  you  can  testify  wich  such  exact¬ 
ness  about  statements  made  by  Air.  Hurd  in  1904.  as  vou  claim,  and 
you  can’t  remember  things  that  happened  in  1908?  A.  T  think  that 
I  can  remember  things  that  happened  in  1908. 

1111  Q.  But  you  don’t  remember  whether  the  thing  that  you 
have  stated  in  this  letter  actually  occurred  or  not?  A.  AVhat 
question  is  it  you  want  to  know  now? 
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Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  on  the  first  that  month,  November,  1908, 
keep  out  five  dollars  on  his  board,  and  you  waited  for  two  or  three 
days  and  told  him  you  wanted  it.  and  he  said  1  haven’t  got  it.  and 
when  he  did  give  it  to  you  he  turned  his  back  and  took  it  from  a 
big  roll?  A.  Good  mercy,  I  don’t  remember  whether  it  was  on  the 
first  of  the  month  or  the  last  of  the  month,  or  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Did  it  happen  at  all?  A.  Perhaps  it  did,  if  T  have  it  in  that 
letter. 

Q.  Well,  is  it  only  a  “perhaps”?  A.  Well,  the  letter  speaks  for 
itself;  it  is  in  there. 

Q.  Well,  is  the  statement  in  that  letter  true?  A.  As  I  told  you 
before.  1  don  t  remember  of  asking  Mr.  Hurd  for  the  money. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  to  put  that  in  vour  letter?  A.  I  may 
have  needed  five  dollars  at  the  time;  I  can’t  sav  that,  but  1  don’t 

^ ^  *  Ii.  Hu r<  1  to  pay  me  a  cent  on  his  board. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  to  put  that  in  the  letter?  A.  I  don’t 
recall  that,  I  am  sure. 

Q.  T  l>elieve  you  testified  that  Mr.  Hurd  did  not  pay  board.  A. 
Did  not  pay  board  ? 

Q.  ^  es.  but  he  simply  paid  what  he  felt  like,  isn’t  that  what  vou 
said?  A.  1  don’t  think  so. 

Ill-  Q-  Moll,  what  is  the  fact?  A.  The  fact  is  that  he  paid  his 
lw»ard,  and  often  would  not  pay  at  all;  occasionally  would 
keep  out  some:  occasionally  would  pay  it  all. 

Q-  \\  hat  board  did  you  consider  he  was  paying?  A.  Eight  dol¬ 
lars  a  week. 

Q.  And  does  he  owe  anything  to  you  now  on  that  account?  A. 
Oh.  no.  Mr.  TIurd  dhes  not  owe  me  a  cent. 

Q.  Did  he  pay  you  eight  dollars  a  week  for  the  full  period  of 
time  that  he  was  with  you?  A.  Sometimes  he  did  and  sometimes 
he  didn’t. 

Q.  How  does  the  account  stand  now?  A.  I  kept  no  account  of 
Mr.  Ilurd,  or  Mr.  TIurd  with  me,  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  Eventually  he  paid  you  all  that  he  owed  on  account  of  board 
at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  week,  didn’t  he?  A.  I  never  kept  any 
account  of  it,  as  I  said. 

Q-  \\  by  not?  A.  AY  by  not?  Hadn’t  Mr.  Hurd  been  kind  to  me? 

Q-  Well,  do  you  think  the  kindness  to  him  required  you  not 
to  call  for  his  board?  A.  I  think  I  would  have  been  as  ungrateful 
as  some  others  I  know,  had  F  asked  him  for  money. 

Q-  In  this  letter  you  also  say.  “He  insisted  on  me  reading  your 
letter  last  night,  then  T  gave  it  to  him  again.  I  asked  him  what 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Byron,  but  he  would  not  tell  me.  T  said  what  do 
vou  want  to  write  like  that  for.  and  he  said  oh,  just  to  see  what  they 
will  say.”  Did  that  happen?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

1118  Q.  You  remember  that,  do  you?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  W  as  he  always  telling  you  of  different  places  he  could 
go  to  live?  A.  Does  the  letter  say  that  he  did?  Did  1  say  in  the 
letter - 

Q.  T  am  asking  for  your  recollection.  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  He  often 
told  me  that. 
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Q.  Did  he  tell  you  he  was  going  to  see  the  woman  that  once  lived 
in  the  same  boarding  house  with  him,  who  was  now  married,  to  see 
if  she  didn’t  want  him  to  hoard  with  her?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  tell  him  he  might  get  more  than  board,  that  he 
might  get  his  old  head  knocked  off?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  remember  that  thing,  do  you?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  say,  “The  trouble  of  Mr.  Ilurd  his  money 
and  people  have  made  a  fool  of  him.’  AY  hat  did  you  mean  by  that? 
A.  About  what  T  said. 

Q.  AA  ell,  was  he  a  fool?  A.  Verv  much  spoiled;  very  much 
spoiled. 

Q.  AY  as  he  a  fool?  A.  I  admit  I  spoiled  him  myself.  I  humored 
him  more  than  necessary. 


Q  AVas  he  a  fool?  A.  Not  by  any  means  a  fool. 

Q.  AATell,  why  did  you  call  him  so?  A.  lie  had  been 
111  )  spoiled  and  made  to  appear  so  very,  very  independent. 

Q;  ^  by  did  you  sav  that  bis  money  and  people  had  made 
«i  fool  of  him,  it  he  was  not  a  fool?  A.  No,  T  didn’t  consider  him 
a  fool,  by  any  means. 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  was  a  nice  expression  to  make  use  of  with 
reference  to  a  man  who  had  l>een  as  kind  to  you  as  you  say  be  was1' 
A.  T  don't  consider  it  was  very  ladylike  for  me  to  say  it;  T  should 
not  have  said  it. 

1115  Q.  Ho  didn’t  tell  you  to  put  that  in,  did  he?  A.  No,  T 
don’t  think  so. 


Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  he  was  a  fool?  A.  Perhaps  mav  have 
told  him  he  was  foolish. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  tell  him  he  was  a  fool?  A.  Oh,  I  could  not 
swear  I  didn’t;  I  may  have. 

Q.  In  this  same  letter  you  refer  to  a  visit  of  the  Judge.  By  the 

wav,  who  was  the  Judge?  A.  That  was  the  name  Mr.  Hurd  called 
him. 


Q.  AA  ell,  w hat  was  bis  name  really?  A.  Tompkinson 
Q.  AVhere  is  Air.  Tompkinson?  A.  Dead,  I  think. 

Q  How  long  has  lie  been  dead?  A.  I  don’t  know,  sir;  T  heard 
he  died  in  Panama. 

Q.  AA  hen?  A.  Oh,  some  time  ago  since  I  heard  that. 

Q.  A  ears  or  months?  A.  Over  a  vear,  I  think. 

Q.  How  much  over  a  year?  A.  Not  much  over  a  year. 

Q.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  yours,  was  he  not.  Airs.'  Cramer*?  A 
.\o,  not  a  particular  friend  at  all. 

Q.  AAYre  you  ever  engaged  to  him?  A.  No,  sir. 

me  >T°l*  re£a11  .  about  when  you  learned  that  he 

111b  was  dead.  A.  No;  I  paid  little  attention  to  it. 

Q.  AA  hen  did  you  last  see  him?  A.  I  haven’t  seen  him 

I  nm  enro 


in  a  year,  T  am  sure 


n  we!!’  hoW  much  n!ore  than  a  year?  A.  I  don’t  recall. 

I  am  h-vingTo  all' th'e°time°St  reC°"ection’  P,ease’  <W.  A. 

whi  l'don ’t  ’recall ?  ha'e  *  A'  Y°U  Want  me  *>  -y 
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Q-  I  want  your  best  re<*ol lectio.,  of  the  last  time  you  saw  him? 
A.  I  van  t  recollect  it.  I  haven't  any  idea  the  last  time  I  saw  him. 
Q.  Did  you  see  him  last  year?  A.  1000? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  I  presume  T  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  1008?  A.  1  think  he  called  to  my  apart¬ 
ment  in  1000,  hut  I  could  not  say  at  what  time. 

Q.  I  show  you  a  postal  card  addressed  to  Mrs.  B.  L.  Hurd,  Whal- 
lonsburg,  New  York,  and  ask  you  if  that  is  in  vour  handwriting? 
A.  W  hat  is  the  date  of  this?  I  don’t  see  the  date  of  it,  myself. 

Q.  T  didn  t  ask  you  about  the  date.  I  asked  you  if  it  is  in  your 
handwriting.  A.  Yes.  A.  Ves. 

1117  Q.  ^  on  read  it  through  before  answering,  did  you?  A. 
^  es,  sir:  that  is  my  writing. 

Q.  T  say  you  read  it  through  before  answering?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  postal  card  hears  t fie  stain])  of  August.  1000.  Does  that 
refresh  your  recollection  as  to  just  when  you  last  saw  him?  A.  I 
saw  him  in  1000.  as  I  have  told  you. 

Q.  M  as  it  in  the  month  of  August?  A.  T  don’t  remember  the 
month  at  all. 

Q.  ^  0,1  ";,y  hi  this  postal  card  “The  Judge  is  here  hut  not  to 
stay.  Leaves  on  the  first.  Does  that  refresh  vour  memory  at 
all?  A.  Perhaps  the  Judge  was  not  there. 

D  "’ell.  why  should  you  put  it  on  the  postal  card?  A.  Mr. 
Hurd  asked  me.  He  said  “\\  rite  them  something  about  that 
Judge.  Tf  you  don  t.’  he  says,  “they  will  think  we  are  going  to 
he  married.  Tie  says.  “T  don't  want  to  get  that  Bvron  crazy 
again.” 

D  ^  ‘>u  knew  that  you  were  n  >t  going  to  he  married  at  that  time, 
didn  t  you?  A.  T  certainly  did. 

Mr.  I*ni;n:  1  offer  this  postal  card  in  evidence. 

“Mrs.  B.  L.  Hurd.  Whallonsburg.  New  York. 


Dear  Mrs.  1 1 1  iu>:  I  will  write  you  ;i  nice*  long  letter  soon, 
11  IN  |  have  been  very  busy  since. my  return.  The  Judge  is  here 
hut  not  to  stay  leaves  on  the  first.  Mr.  II.  is  well  and  gaining 
every  day.  W  it h  best  regards  to  you  and  Mr.  B. 

Yours. 

L.  R.  C.” 

(Stamped:)  Washington.  Aug.  — .  1  ;M0  p.  M..  1009. 


By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Tn  this  same  letter  that  I  have  referred  to.  of  November  14th, 
1908.  you  refer  to  a  visit  of  the  Judge,  and  to  the  fact  that  Mr! 
TTurd  sat  in  the  parlor  the  whole  time,  and  you  and  the  Judge 
had  to  step  out  into  the  hall  to  have  a  few  private  words.  Was 
that  true?  A.  \\  hen  he  said  goodnight,  that  is  true,  yes. 

Q.  And  you  sav  that  when  you  spoke  to  him  about  it  he  “flew 
off  and  said  I  pay  my  hoard  and  will  go  where  I  please;  he  said 
I  always  sit  in  the  parlor  every  place  T  live.”  A.  That  is  right*  he 
said  that.  &  ’ 
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Q.  You  remember  that,  do  you?  A.  Yes,  sir,  I  remember  that 
W-  '  ^  it  true  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  the  most  aggravating  man  vou 
ever  knew?  A.  At  times  pretty  aggravating.  Y 

is  whaTl^a*8  I10t  W,Wt  1  am  ^ing  you>  ^rs-  Cramer.  A.  That 
Q.  Yes.  You  say  in  this  letter  “Mr.  Hurd  was  the  most  aggravat¬ 
ing  in  an*11  a  n  ^  kncw'’  A*  At  times  he  was  a  very  pleasant 

Mi.  t oki):  Mr.  Examiner,  please  read  the  question. 

(Ihe  pending  question  was  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner) 

was  said  in'  it*  *  *  qUeAum  is  <)biected  t0  «»  the  letter  shows  what 

A.  I  didn’t  say  in  that  letter  at  all  times,  did  I? 

•T  \!  a™ asking  for  your  recollection,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  I  never 
Kim  Mi.  liurd  was  the  most  aggravating  man  at  all  times  I  ever 

K 1 1  GW  • 

ever  knew’  "T  n  '\T!  aRRravating  man  !lt  «■*>'  time  that  you 
°  A-  ,IIe could  be,  yes,  a  very  aggravating  man. 

u  i  i  ’  was  le  tla‘.  "lost  aggravating  man  you  ever  knew’  A 
U  b.  n  lie  was  aggravating,  I  think  he  was,  about  the  most  aggmvat- 
^  ' 

,Q'  A'hiat.  ''l*1  yOU  mca",  ,,v  suying  “He  is  the  limit”?  A  When 
lie  wanted  to  be  contrary  lie  could  go  the  limit. 

Q.  And  at  that  time  he  wanted  to  be  contrary,  did  he’  A  At 

times,  yes,  he  was  contrary.  '  At 

Q.  Now,  did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  to  put  into  this  letter  what  vou 
say  about  the  Judge?  A.  He  told  me  to  put  -  in  <everaMeUe^ 

non  0!ile,n  otters,  if  I  am  not  mistaken.  I  could  not  sav 
J  whether  it  was  this  one  or  some  other  one. 

ternbln  t  V'  ‘ * 'T  Si'",e  le,le'i  •von  ‘  ,le  around  looking 
toinhle.  too  darned  stingy  to  buy  a  suit.  A.  That  is  so 

i  on  also  sav  ‘  There  is  one  consolation,  you  will  have  that 
much  more,  won’t  you?”  A.  Well,  they  seemed  to  be  trying  to 

wWt  be  much’Si.'^-  Cran,e’''  “re  ,ryinR  to  Ret'  A‘  There 
(i  *vou,I1K),t  real|y  mean,  when  vou  made  that  statement 

from  IZYa  Xo?rfr.e  Kreat01'  °PPOrh,nity  f°r  y°"  t0  Ret  money 

Q.  You  have  testified  that  in  recent  vears  his  regard  fnr  T  no  m 
changed.  When  did  you  first  observe  that  chan^’  A  \Vhen  he 
fust  began  to  ask  him  to  change  his  will 

Q.  IIow  long  ago?  A.  I  don’t  remember  the  vear. 

W-  ''ell,  is  it  one  or  two  or  three  vears  no-n?  A  T 

e,o"«v  s1  ,'* — . . • 

think  it?*  1  ««rt  rem.mb.ri  I 

Q.  W  as  it  more  than  two  vears  atro?  A  T  pan’i  v 

exactly  how  long  it  was;  about  three  years'  I  think.  '  ember 
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Q.  About  three  years?  A.  Two  or  three;  I  can’t  say  ex¬ 
actly. 

1121  Q..  Well,  which  \va>  it.  two  or  three?  A.  1  don’t  remem¬ 

ber;  1  can't  say. 

Q.  1  show  you  a  letter  of  January  8th.  1909,  being  Exhibit  A.  II. 
Xo.  7,  and  ask  you  if  that  is  your  signature?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  this  letter  you  say,  “lie  is  always  talking  about  Lee;  he 
is  both  very  fond  and  proud  of  you.*’  Was  that  true?  A.  At 
that  time  that  1  wrote  the  letter,  j^erhaps  he  was. 

Q.  January  15th,  1909?  A.  Perhaps  he  was  at  that  time.  I 
wrote  that  letter  speaking  very  kindly  of  him. 

Q.  Well,  you  said.  “He  is  always’ talking  about  Lee”.  A.  Dur 
mg  the  time;  that  present  time. 

Q.  You  mean  just  that  single  occasion?  A.  Perhaps  so. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  you  mean  by  the  term  “always”?  A.  Be¬ 
cause  lie  was  not  always  speaking  kindly. 

Q-  Well,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  term  “always”?  A.  That 
is  all  1  can  tell  you.  I  always  wanted  them  to  feel  as  kindly  to 
each  other  as  they  possibly  could,  regardless  of  his  feeling  towards 
his  grandson. 

Q.  ell,  is  it  true  that  lie  was  always  talking  about  Lee?  A. 
In  kindness — kind  words  about  him. 

Q.  A\  as  both  \ei\  fond  and  proud  of  him?  A.  Xo.  he  was  not 
al\\a\s  speaking  kindl\  of  him  at  that  time,  I  can  assure  vou 
that. 


1122  Q.  Then  that  statement  was  untrue,  was  it?  A.  1  pre¬ 
sume  it  was  a  little  untrue,  for  he  was  not  always  speaking 
kindly  of  him,  but  I  wanted  to  make  the  best  feelings  1  could  be¬ 
tween  the  two. 

Q-  Why  did  you  put  this  in  this  letter?  A.  Just  because  I 
wanted  to  make  him  think  diffeiently  of  his  grandfather;  I  didn't 
want  them  to  be  enemies  while  he  was  in  my  house. 

Q.  Now  in  this  same  letter  you  say.  “Poor  old  soul,  he  means  to 
do  light  by  you,  only  he  gets  a  stingy  streak  every  little  while  ” 

,)l;'  h» ‘el,1  V  -V  Vos.  sir.  often  told  me  to  sav  that 

Q.  Well,  did  lie  tell  you  to  say  that?  A.  lie  often  told  me  to 

sav  that. 

« 

Q.  Did  you  put  that  in  this  letter  at  his  instance?  A.  Tf  I  didn’t 
put,  it  in  at  his  instance  I  put  it  in  because  he  had  told  me  to  sav 
it  to  them. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  to  call  him  a  “poor  old  soul”?  A.  Yes.  I 
would  not  like  to  say  what  he  said  before  the  Court  He  was  a 
man  that  used  very  strong  language  when  he  choosed  to. 

Q.  T  show  you  a  letter  of  February  26th.  1910,  and  ask  vou  if  it 
was  written  by,  you?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  In  this  letter  vou  say,  “Well,  we  are  not  having  it  any  too 
pleasant  here  with  this  old  man:  he  is  the  limit,  positively  too  con¬ 
trary  to  live  and  won’t  die.”  What  did  you  mean  hv  that’  A 

1 199  n  v  U'7V;IS  'vrit!en,  i"  ,Mr'  lr,,r,r’  °"'n  suggestion. 

.  n  -  ,  hxre  rA 7s  le,,el'  a»  through,  have  vou’  A 
I  think  so.  \o.  I  didn  t  lead  it  all  through ;  hut  T  remember 
the  letter  was  written  at  his  suggestion,  that  letter 
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Q.  \  ou  mean  to  say  that  you  didn't  read  it  when  1  handed  it  to 
Jou  awhile  ago/  A.  Xot  all  through,  no. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Ilurd  suggested  that  you  put  into  your  letter  this 
Matement  "he  is  the  limit;  positively  too  contrary  to  live  and  won’t 
(tie  !  A.  l  es,  sir. 

Q.  Ho  you  know  why  he  suggested  that  that  should  be  put  in? 
A.  Me  suggested  eve . ore  than  that,  hut  1  didn't  write  it. 

Y'  ,  '  eH>  do  y°»  rememher  what  it  was?  A.  Different  things 
and  about  Lee  not  attending  him  when  he  was  sick. 

Q.  Anything  else?  A.  1  don't  recall  juSt  the  things  now. 

'  <  I|l  .i''VU-  tll!'.lk,  "ould  '*  accomplished  by  putt/ting 

his  in  A  I  didnt  think  anything  about  it.  He  wanted  me 
to  put  it  in  there. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  did  that  express  your  feelings  at  the  time 
that  lie  was  too  contrary  to  live  and  would  not  die?  \  No-  I 
was  very  sorry  for  Mr.  Hurd  at  that  time;  very  sorry  indeed.  ’ 

1194  orifl  il  he’  lm!lselt>  suggested  to  you  that  you  should 
'  "r'te  ,0  ,N?'y  '  urd  and  say  that  he  was  too  contrary  to  live 
and  wouldn’t  die?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Hid  he  tell  you  what  was  in  his  mind  at  the  time  that  in¬ 
duced  him  to  suggest  writing  such  a  thing  as  that?  \  1  didn’t 

ask  him  what  was  in  his  mind.  ' 

Q.  Did  you  think  that  was  going  to  make  for  friendly  relations 
1  let  ween  Dr.  Hurd  and  Mrs.  Ilurd  and  Mr.  Hurd?  A  It  was  not 
a  matter  for  me  to  think;  lie  asked  me  to  write  that  '  ‘ 

n.  tt  °a  ,d<j  1  kno"'  "'l'-';  |>e  asked  you?  A.  I  do  not.  He  said 
,  !;  ,lad  not  treated  him  as  a  grandson  should  treat  a  grand¬ 

father  after  as  much  as  he  had  done  for  him. 

Q.  And  that  you  should  write  to  him  and  tell  him  that,  in  vour 
opinion  he.  Mr.  Hurd,  was  too  contrary  to  live  and  wouldn’t  die’ 
A'/\' n-  aa.vou  see  llicio.  Mr.  Ilurd  told  me  to  write 
Q.  Was: .1  at  that  time  that  you  got  from  him,  as  you  have  tedi- 

fied.  the  Loach  notes.  A.  No,  I  didn’t  get  the  Roach  notes  until 
after  I  came  home  from  Pinelmrst. 

few  dalr  ,0"K  "0re  y°U  Piue,uirst?  A-  f  don’t  remember;  a 

tt 

Q.  Well,  how  many  days?  A.  1  could  not  tell  you  how  mnnv 
days;  I  don  t  rememlier  exactly.  *  • 

Q.  Mrs  rramer.  that  has  lieen  how  long  ago?  A.  February. 

1191  j,,,  A,  •V°'1  cant  femrmher  from  Februarv  to  December 
11_.)  how  much  of  a  vacation  you  took  at  that  time?  A  Tt  wa< 

,,  J"?*  n  few  days;  I  could  not  tell  you  how  many 
Q.  Well,  was  it  three  days,  or  four  days,  or  five' days  or  what? 
A.  It  may  have  been  four;  it  may  have  lieen  five-  T  could  not  «nv 
the  exact  numlier  of  davs.  to  save  my  life  n  a- 

a-a'  We'l’,  di;l  •voJu  ,eave  at  (1|e  time  Mr.  Hurd  was  sick?  \  I 
d,n"^v  M,r-  I"'rd  "r  ",0<  feelinS  "ell  all  that  month  of  Febnmn 
Q.  This  letter  is  dated  February  the  26th.  Had  he  recovered 
from  his  illness  then?  A.  lie  was  out  and  around ;  had  neier  heen 
confined  to  Ins  bed  during  that  time.  He  was  suffering  with  hi« 
ear.  He  was  not  suffering  at  the  time  T  went  away.  TIa"d  he  been 
57 — 2488a 
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suffering  with  liis  ear  1  would  not  have  gone,  for  I  was  treating  his 
ear  myself;  came  home  every  lunch  hour. 

Q.  Now,  who  got  up  the  fiction,  as  you  have  testified  it  was,  that 
you  were  going  to  marry  the  Judge?  A.  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  W  hen  did  he  get  it  up?  A.  When  he  was  up  to  Byron 
Hurd’s  during  the  summer. 

Q.  What  summer  was  that?  A.  1908. 

Q.  W’as  that  the  first  time  the  Judge’s  name  was  mentioned  in 
connection  with  yourself,  as  far  as  you  know?  A.  Between  whom? 

Q.  Between  any  of  the  Hurds  and  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Not  l>e- 
112(5  tween  Mr.  Hurd  and  myself.  He  knew  the  Judge,  as  he 
called  him,  called  at  my  house. 

Q.  W  hen  you  stated  in  one  of  these  letters  that  it  was  your  pur¬ 
pose  to  keep  a  little  present  that  Mrs.  Byron  Hurd  had  sent  you, 
until  you  were  married,  did  you  have  any  expectation  of  being  mar¬ 
ried?  A.  No,  none  at  all. 

().  You  had  no  marriage  in  view  at  that  time?  A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Was  it  done  for  t lie  sake  of  deceiving -  A.  (Interposing.) 

No.  it  was  not  done  for  the  sake  of  deceiving;  just  the  way  one 
woman  would  have  of  writing  to  another  about  a  little  present  that 
was  being  sent  them. 

Q.  The  storv,  though,  that  you  were  to  marry  the  Judge  was  pure 

fiction?  A.  Absolutely  fiction,  as  far  as  1  was  concerned. 

11*27  Q.  And  gotten  up  between  you  and  Mr.  Hurd,  or  between 

Mr.  Hurd  and  yourself?  A.  Not  between  us:  between  Mr. 

Hurd  and  his  family.  He  said  he  did  that  when  he  was  up  to 

ii  mi-lead  them,  became  Mrs.  Betts  had  said  that  he  and 

I  were  going  to  be  married.  I  said  “You  ought  not  to  have  done 

that.  Mr.  Hurd;  that  was  wrong.”  “Well”,  he  said.  “1  didn't  know 

ft  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  *  tli  c  \  might  put  a  spider  in  my  dumpling  while 

I  was  up  there.”  That  is  the  remark  he  made  to  me. 

Q.  You  stated  on  your  direct  examination,  as  I  understood  you. 

Mrs.  Cramer,  that  you  did  not  go  out  in  the  evenings  except  when 

Mr.  Ilurd  was  willing  for  you  to  do  so.  \\  as  mv  recollection  correct  ? 

A.  I  testified  that  I  bad  on  several  occasions  to  go  to  the  dressmaker. 

but  when  I  wanted  to  go  out  to  the  theater,  or  to  any  place.  I 

f  .  ^  ^ ^  ^  hmi.  lien  I  went  to  the  dressmaker  I  didn’t  stav 

very  long;  if  lie  objected  I  didn't  go.  If  he  said  lie  was  very  lonely. 

or  seen  led  to  object  to  my  going  out.  I  very  often  stayed  at  home. 

Q.  You  went  to  dinner  on  various  occasions  with  Mr.  McNeir, 

did  you  not?  A.  Not  verv  often. 

•  • 

Q.  Well,  give  us  some  idea  what  you  consider  “verv  often”?  \. 
Two  or  three  times. 

Q.  You  heard  Mr.  McNeir  testify  that  it  was  more  than  that, 
didn't  you?  A.  T  don  t  think  he  testified  that  it  was  more  than 
that.  He  said  we  had  been  to  luncheon  together. 

Q.  Well,  is  it  a*  fact  that  you  had  been  out  to  dinner  onlv 
1128  two  or  three  times?  A.  T  could  not  tell  you  how  manv 
times;  I  kept  no  record  of  the  times  T  went  out  to  dinner.  ‘ 
Q.  M  ell,  give  us  some  idea  of  bow  frequently  it  was.  A.  1  can¬ 
not  give  you  any  idea.  1  was  a  single  woman  and  could  go  when  I 
pleased. 
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Q.  And  he  was  a  married  man.  A.  That  is  very  true. 

Q;*  ^  Mr-  Hurd  know  that  you  went  out  to  dinner  with 

Mr.  MoNeir?  A.  He  did  know  that  Mr.  McNeir  and  I  were  friends 
yes.  ’ 

Q.  And  that  he  took  you  to  dinner  at  the  New  Willard,  and  other 
places?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

,1?*^  701!  *°  dinner  with  any  other  gentlemen  during  that 

period?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  How  frequently?  A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Well,  give  us  some  idea,  Mrs.  Cramer.  A.  T  have  no  idea 

(|  As  many  as  a  dozen  times?  A.  Oh,  no,  1  don’t  think  so. 

(I  Haifa  do/en  .  A.  Tn  all  during  the  time  I  knew  Mr.  Hurd9 

iwo  i  * *  Wntlemen  than  Mr.  McNeir,  1  am  talking 

1129  aI,0V.L  A-  PjinnK  10°3  and  1004  T  don’t  think  T  went  out 

.  uuVrrr1'  V{}'  ?n.V()?e;  if  ]  (li(I  0  was  verv  seldom.  T  went 
out  with  Mr.  Hurd  during  that  time  to  dinner  • 

Q.  Well,  how  was  it  after  1903  and  190-1?  '  A.  I  said  T  didn’t  go 
very  often.  * 

Q.  Can’t  you  say  a  little  more  definitely,  Mrs.  Cramer?  A  I 
could  not,  sir.  * 

Q.  \Y  as  it  as  many  as  a  half  a  dozen  times  a  year?  A.  A  year, 

Q.  Hunng  all  of  this  time,  if  1  rightly  understand  vour  testi¬ 
mony.  Mr.  1  Turd  wanted  to  marry  you,  and  was  afraid,  is 'that  tme? 

Mr.  Lester:  During  all  of  which  time? 

p°RD:  Th^  Peri°d  he  was  in  Mrs.  Cramer’s  apartment. 

Mr.  Rtrne^  :  Objected  to  as  it  is  impossible  to  put  such  a  con¬ 
struction  on  the  testimony  heretofore  given  bv  the  witness  at  anv 
time,  except  the  assumption  by  counsel. 

(The  pending  question  was  rend  aloud  by  the  Examiner  at  the 
request  of  counsel.) 

A.  T  don’t  think  T  testified  to  that  effect. 

Q.  Mell,  what  is  the  fact  with  reference  to  that?  A.  Mr  Hurd 
and  f  were  engaged - 

W-.  Kniti)  (to  the  Examiner):  Please  read  the  question. 

(I  he  pending  question  was  read  aloud  bv  the  Examiner.) 

Mr.  Lester:  M  hat  do  you  mean? 

Mr.  Ford:  \\  ell  the  question  is  perfectly  plain,  as  to  whether 

•iftor1^  10U,,eiT  thM  Mr*  Hl,rd  was  in  the  witness’  apartment, 
after  the  alleged  engagement  was  broken  he  didn’t  want  to  marry 
her  but  was  afraid  to  do  so? 

H3°  A  ITe  was  afraid  to  marry;  stated  that  to  me;  we  under- 
stood  it  f  understood  it.  Now  that  is  why  he  said  he 
would  provide  tor  me.  beeause  he  eould  not  marry  me. 

afraid  to  d»  .ITT  1I,Tn,s.elfJa8  wanting  to  marry  you.  but  as  being 

ves  l  r  nl  (  '  t'  Ue  ';'d  W"d  that  he  "’ouW  have  married  me, 
\e.  .  lie  .-aid  often  he  would  marry  me,  but  he  was  afraid 

hb  in  your  direct  examination,  in  response  to  a  question  bv  vour 

counsel  as  to  whether  the  contract  of  engagement  was  again  Z 
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about  her.  T  told  him  no.  sir.  I  cannot;  I  don’t  know  her.  He 
asked  nic  if  I  knew  someone  else,  but  I  can  t  recall  who  it  was. 

Q*  9n  I  (,an’t  recall  who  it  was.  It  seems  to  me  he 

asked  me  if  I  knew  someone  else.  1  won  t  Ik?  positive,  though. 

Q.  (io  on.  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  tell  us  just  what  occurred.  A.  I 
think  that  about  that  time  T  was  banded  a  note  by  one  of  the  men 
in  the  oflice.  and  had  to  leave  and  go  to  mv  chief  s  room. 

(J-  IIave  you  given  us  now  the  substance  of  ali  that  oc- 
lldb  curred?  A.  There  may  be  something  else;  I  can’t  recall  it. 

He  asked  me  if  I  would  not  come  to  his  oflice.  Yes,  sir.  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  not  come  to  his  office  to  see  him.  I  said  no, 
sir,  1  didn  t  have  time  to  come  to  his  office,  and,  furthermore,  I  had 
no  business  in  his  office. 

Q*  Anything  else?  A.  lie  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  see  Mrs. 

*  hafei  foi  him.  I  said  I  would  not.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  anv- 
thmg  about  Mrs.  Shafer  being  a  spiritualist.  1  said  I  didn’t  know 

-Irs  .  hater  to  be  a  spiritualist :  1  knew  she  had  written  letters  to 
Mr.  Hurd. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  McLean  that?  A.  I  think  T  did. 

Q.  All  right;  just  go  on.  A.  That  is  about  all. 

Q.  Nothing  else  transpired  at  that  interview?  A.  Not  that  I  can 
recall. 

Q.  M  hat  was  there  in  that.  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  suggested  that  you 
should  employ  counsel?  A  lie  said  that  Lee  ITurd  had  sent  him 
to  me  to  find  out  anything  he  could  concerning  Mr.  Hurd's  affairs. 
MO_  Q-  Mid  you  judged  that  he  was  wi<e.  for  that  reason. 

I  that  you  should  employ  counsel,  is  that  so9  \  Ye<  <ir 

'*• ,  "hat  transpired  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  inter¬ 
view?  A.  \  ery  little  of  anything. 

Q  M  ell.  tell  us  that  very  little.  A.  He  asked  me  if  Mr.  Hurd 
liad  given  me  $10,000  on  the  last.  I  can  recall  that. 

i  ?°  0,1  an<^  ns  "liat  you  said  and  what  he  said.  A 

I  told  him  I  was  not  under  oath,  and  would  not  answer  him  anv 
question*;  that  my  attorney  had  told  me  not  to. 

Q.  A\  by  did  you  say  you  were  not  under  oath?  A.  Became  \ 
was  not  under  oath  to  answer  him  any  questions,  truthfully  or  un¬ 
truthfully. 

Q.  Does  it  make  any  difference  as  to  whether  vou  are  under  oath 
or  not?  A.  \\  by,  T  think  so. 

Q.  Whether  you  tell  the  truth?  A.  Oh.  1  should  judge  so 
\  No‘  th0r°  J,nythlnG:  ols°  t1lat  .vn»  cun  tell  us  that  transpired? 

Q.  That  is  all.  is  it.  he  asked  you  if  you  got  $10,000  from  Mr. 
Hurd,  and  you  told  him  that  your  attorney  had — that  you 
IMS  were  not  under  oath  and  your  attorney  had  advised  vou  not 
to  make  any  statement,  and  that  ended  the  interview?  A. 
He  may  have  asked  me  something  about  the  Roach  notes  on  that 
occasion.  T  think  he  did  To  which  T  made  the  same  reply  that 
my  attorneys  told  rue  not  to  talk.  TTe  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to 
his  office,  and  insisted  on  my  going  with  him  to  his  office;  that  he 
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had  some  paper  to  show  me,  or  some  reference  to  Mrs.  Shafer-  I 
could  not  say  the  exact  words;  something  to  that  effect. 

.Nothing  with  reference  to  this?  A.  Not  a  thing. 

(h  Was  that  on  the  first  or  second  interview?  A.  That  was  on 
tiie  second,  that  lie  insisted  that  1  go  with  him 
(1-  You  didn’t  go?  A.  J  did  not. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  I  lord  tell  you,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  he  would  he 
,  moie  \alue  to  Ins  relatives  dead  blit  more  value  to  you  alive?  A. 
It  may  not  have  been  just  those  words. 

W  ell  t  A.  lie  had  often  spoken  in  that  wav 

■  (l  "f11’  d',r“?R  !<***«.  a  period?  A.  He  said  it  was  to  my 

interest  to  feed  linn  well  and  keep  him  alive,  and  to  his  family’s  in- 

erest  to  want  him  to  die.  because  the  will  was  in  their  favor  and 
they  knew  it.  ’ 

( J-  ^ °.lJ1  sa.v  tllat  *le  showed  you  the  will?  A.  Yes,  I  read  the 
will.  ’ 

ll‘h>  Q.  Did  you  ask  him  to  let  you  see  it?  A.  I  didn’t  ask 
him  anything  about  it:  he  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Hut  had  you  made  any  suggestion  with  reference  to  it?  A. 
.No,  sir:  it  was  already  made. 

D-  Do  you  know  whv  lie  showed  it  to  you?  A.  No.  sir 

•  I)ldn  1  o(,n  'vaiAt,  lo  find  ollt  whether  tiiere  was  any  provision 
m  it  for  you  A.  Oh.  no.  I  knew  there  was  none;  T  would  not 
have  gotten  it  had  there  been. 

Q.  A\h\  not?  A.  Why.  I  never  expected  such  a  thing:  never 
a>ked  him  to  leave  me  a  cent  in  his  will. 

1 1  an  Si  In  this  letter  of  March  tlieVdh.  1906,  which  vou  have 
11-10  produced  and  offered  in  evidence,  Mr.  Hurd  tells  vou  that 
he  has  had  his  note  for  $10,000  made,  and  directed  Ro=s  to 
pa\  "  out  of  the  first  moneys  available  after  his  death  out  of  his 
estate  Did  you  make  any  suggestion  to  Mr.  Hurd  that  he  should 
pay  it  m  his  lifetime?  A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  he  come  to  do  so.  then?  A.  Of  his  own  free  will  as 
lie  gave  me  everything  else. 

Q.  He  made  a  payment  on  account  of  that  note  within  a  few 
weeks  after  that  letter  was  written,  didn’t  he?  A.  Yes 

Q.  And  did  that  of  his  own  free  will?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

0.  Without  any  suggestion  from  vou?  A.  Yes'  sir 

Q  You  had  in  your  possession  a  note  for’ llo’oOO.  payable  after 
his  death,  isn’t  that  true?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  note  on  its  face  purport  to  he  payable  after  his  death? 
A.  1  can  t  rememlier  just  the  note— not  after  death— as  much  as  I 
can  remember  now.  T  don’t  know. 

0.  When  was  the  note  payable?  A.  Tt  was  just  a  note. 

0  _Just  a  note— didn’t  fix  any  time  of  payment?  A.  T  don’t  re- 
call  that  it  said  after  death. 

0  Well,  when  was  it  payable,  as  vou  recall?  A.  T  don’t  recall 
it  now. 

11.1  r  «i  oXAOA  in  ,th’v  T* O r.  h,P  °aye  “So  T  have  dra'T"  up  a  note 
11J1  of  $10,000.  winch  T  think  is  a  small  compensation  enough 

lf  ^  for  f.he  happiness  you  have  and  are  giving  me,  and  T  think 

Mv.  Ross,  who  is  to  settle  my  estate,  will  pay  the  note  out  of  the  first 
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money  collected  out  of  my  estate.  "  Now,  didn't  that  indicate  to 
your  mind  when  you  received  this  letter  that  that  note  would  not  he 
paid  until  alter  Mr.  Hurds  death?  A.  That  letter  fully  explains 
why  then  he  gave  me  the  money,  as  he  had  often  said’  he  didn't 
.Uive  me  before  I  would  never  get  after  death.  I  didn't  know  that 
letter  said  that.  That  explains  it  fully,  why  he  gave  it  to  me. 

(^.  Didn  t  you  so  understand  this  paper  as  meaning  that  the  note 
was  to  he  paid  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Ilurd,  out  of  the  first  money 
that  came  into  his  estate/  A.  He  said  in  case  he  died  before  he 
gave  it  to  me. 

Q-  I)oes  the  letter  say  that?  A.  I  can't  help  what  the  letter 
says;  that  is  what  he  told  me. 

Q-  Now.  where  does  he  tell  that  in  that  letter?  Examine 
1  1  l?  the  letter  and  point  out  anything  in  it  which  shows  that 
Mr.  Ilurd  intended  that  this  note  should  he  paid  during  hi* 
lifetime. 

M.  I. ESTER:  1  lie  question  is  objected  to  because  the  witness  ha* 

e  e  t  et  *  aid,  i ii  •  even  pretended  to  say.  that  Mr.  Hurd  said  it  wa* 
to  be  paid  during  his  lifetime. 

(The  pending  question  was  rqa d  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  Mr.  Ilurd  paid  the  money  during  the  year,  and  that  is  the 
letter  that  he  gave  me. 

(The  pending  question  was  again  read  aloud  by  the  Examiner.) 

A.  I  don't  know  what  lie  intended  in  the  letter. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Ilurd  give  you  this  paper?  I  refer  to  exhibit 
marked  For  Identification  J.  A.  E.  No.  1).  A.  I  presume  he  gave  it 
to  me  when  it  was  written. 

Q.  The  26th  of  March.  1906?  A.  I  presume  so. 

1  142  Q.  Did  he  tell  you  at  that  time  that  he  intended  paying  the 
note  during  his  lifetime?  A.  Just  as  soon  as  he  got  the 
money  together,  he  said  he  would  do  it. 

(}.  Although  the  letter  directed  the  payment  of  the  note  out  of 
Ins  estate?  A.  lie  led  me  to  believe  that  lie  would  give  me  that  out 
of  the  interest  he  got  in  and  accumulated  together  from  the  West. 

Q*  What  do  you  mean  by  the  interest  that  he  got  in  and  accu¬ 
mulated  together?  A.  He  said  as  be  collected  hi'  interest  he  would 
pay  oft  this  note,  something  to  that  effect:  I  don't  remember  ju*t 
what  it  was  now.  I  remember  of  him  talking  about  his  interest 
money  when  he  gave  it  to  me  at  the  time. 

Q-  Did  this  note  bear  interest?  A.  I  don't  remember;  I  think 
not.  I  don't  remember  whether  it  did  or  not;  I  won’t  say 

Q.  IIow  soon  after  he  gave  you  the  letter  did  vou  get  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  $6,000?  A.  He  made  the  payment  in  April.  I  think 

Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  why  did  you  keep  secret  from  the  Ilurd* 
the  fact  that  you  were  receiving  money  from  Mr  Ilurd?  A  It 
was  not  any  of  their  affairs. 

Q.  You  were  during  all  that  period  maintaining  friendly  rela¬ 
tion*  with  the  familv.  were  vou  not?  A.  Yes. 

1144  Q.  You  knew,  did  you  not.  that  if  it  was  learned  by  them 
that  you  were  receiving  these  large  amounts  of  money  they 
would  take  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  it?  A.  No.  sir.  I  did  not  know 
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Q.  That  thought  did  not  occur  to  you  at  all,  did  it?  A.  1  was 
n()t  particularly  anxious  for  the  friendship  of  the  Hurds. 

Rv,-'„  irre  f°"  .“‘It  ull,,tlle.  "’hi,le  In'ofcssi"«  friendship  for  both 

\'  i  il.i  i".i  alK  u!'  ,an<1  tl,e  members  of  their  families? 

A.  |  think  there  wa*  friendship  at  that  time. 

Q.  And  you  were  keeping  secret  from  them  something  that  vou 
knew  would  put  an  end  to  it?  A.  1  am  keeping  secret  a  great 
main  things  from  a  great  many  friends  of  mine  whom  it  does  not 
concern. 

ltdo  Q.  Was  this  friendship  on  your  part  a  mere  pretense  on 
your  part?  A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  they  were  trusting  you  to  protect  Mr  Hurd 
from  the  influence  of  designing  and  adventurous  women?  A.  T 
thought  nothing  about  what  they  wanted  me  to  do.  or  what  they 
didn  t.  1  only  wished  to  have  good  friends  between  the  families 
as  long  as  Mr.  Hurd  was  with  me. 

Q.  You  were  satisfied  to  remain  a  friend  of  the  family  as  long 
as  you  could  make  it  a  source  of  financial  profit,  weren’t  you9  \ 

It  was  not  my  desire  at  all:  it  was  Mr.  Hurd’s  desire/ and  the 
Hurd  family,  that  I  visit  them;  it  was  not  my  seeking  at  all,  anv 
more  than  to  take  him  up  to  them,  to  have  him  stay  with  them 

(l  When  you  went  on  this  trip  to  Whallonsburg.  who  paid  the 
expenses?  A.  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q*  A  ou  paid  no  hoard,  of  course,  while  you  were  there  at 
114f)  Whallonsburg?  A.  I  gave  Mrs.  Fannie  Hurd  $10.  I  think 
it  was,  to  buy  herself  a  present  with. 

Q-  And  you  had  been  there  two  weeks?  A.  No,  sir.  T  was  not 
there  two  weeks;  1  don’t  think  I  was  there  any  longer  than  a  week. 

Q.  Aon  are  sme  about  that,  arc*  you?  ‘A.  T  won’t  be  sure  no*  T 
won’t  be  certain;  l  may  have  been  there  longer. 

Q.  Did  you  get  the  $10  from  Mr.  Ilurd?  A.  No,  I  didn’t  get  the 
$10  from  Mr.  Hurd. 

Q*  ^  oil  ei e  having  a  vacation  m  the  Adirondack  Mountains 
without  expense  to  yourself  on  that  occasion,  were  you  not?  A.  At 
a  great  inconvenience  to  myself.  I  assure  you. 

Q.  What  was  the  inconvenience?  A.  T  could  have  been  spending 
it  a  great  deal  more  pleasantly  with  my  own  family — my  daughter 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  Mrs.  Cramer,  that  on  almost  all  the  occasions 
of  your  visits  and  trips  to  New  York  with  Mr.  Hurd  you  went  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  your  daughter?  A.  A  great  many  of  those 
occasions  my  daughter  and  1  otherwise  would  have  gone  to  Atlantic 
City,  or  my  daughter  perhaps  would  have  come  home  and  we  would 
have  spent  my  vacation  some  other  place.  But  I  went  to' 
1147  take  Mr.  Hurd  to  see  his  people  and  to  be  with  his  people. 

Q.  Not  in  order  that  you  might  be  with  your  daughter9 
A.  In  order  that  I  might  be  with  my  daughter,  too.  while  T  was 
there.  I  was  being  annoyed  most  of  the  time  T  was  there  with  let¬ 
ters  from  Mr.  Hurd,  asking  me  when  T  was  going  home,  and  would 
not  I  go  home  soon,  and  please  hurry  and  go  home;  the  whole  en¬ 
during  time  he  was  up  to  Lee  Ilurd’s  he  was  writing  me  about  that, 
and  even  came  down  there  from  Greenwich  and  asked  me  to  come  on 
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and  bring  him  home;  made  a  trip  all  the  way  down  there  and  back 
again. 

Q.  I  believe  you  said  that  you  knew  of  t lie  annual  birthday  gift 
made  to  Byron,  did  youjiot?  A.  He  told  me  he  sent  Byron  a  birth¬ 
day  present,  yes. 

Q-  That  was  how  much?  A.  I  think  he  said  a  hundred  dollars, 
or  two  hundred  dollars,  I  don  t  remember  exactly. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  it  was  a  hundred  dollars  or  two 
hundred  dollars?  A.  No,  sir;  I  don’t;  I  can’t  recall  it  just  now. 

(J.  Did  those  occasions  go  during  each  of  the  years  that  he  was 
living  at  your  home?  A.  I  don’t  know,  sir;  as  far  as  I  know  now. 
thev  did. 

Q.  So  that  in  the  six  years  Mr.  Hurd  was  in  vour  home  these 
birthday  gifts  would  have  amounted  to  about  $1000.  or 
1 14<S  $1*200,  that  is  true,  is  it?  A.  1  don't  know  how  much  Mr. 

Third  sent  his  son  Byron  while  lie  was  with  me. 

Q.  1  am  talking  about  the  birthday  gifts.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  1 
don’t  know  how  many  birthday  gifts  he  sent  his  son  Byron  while 
he  was  with  me. 

Q.  He  made  you  one  birthday  gift,  1  believe  you  have  testified, 
haven’t  you?  A.  On  several  occasions  he  made  me  presents  in 
Mav.  He  termed  them  as  birthdav  gifts  to  me. 

Q.  What  were  those  gifts?  A.  1  can’t  recall  it  just  now.  It  seems 
to  me  it  was  one  of  the  amounts  that  he  gave  me.  that  came  in  Mav, 
as  well  as  I  can  remember,  or  April,  somewhere  around  there;  it 
was  around  mv  birthdav,  vou  know.  He  would  often  saw  "Well. 

t  •  •  • 

this  is  for  your  birthday  present.” 

Q.  How  much  would  they  amount  to?  A.  I  can’t  say  now  how 

much  thev  were:  but  vou  have  the  checks  and  the  drafts,  and  thev 
•  »  • 

will  tell  for  themselves. 

(}.  He  sent  his  son  a  birthday  gift  of  one  or  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  gave  you  anywhere  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  That  is 
true,  isn’t  it.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Yes.  sir.  If  my  son  threatens  to 
kill  me  because.  I  am  going  to  marry  I  shall  not  remember  him  with 
a  dollar.  He  was  very  lenient  with  his  son.  more  than  1  will  be  with 
mine,  if  he  threatens  to  kill  me. 

1149  Q.  You  resented  this  threat  on  the  part  of  Byron,  your¬ 
self,  did  you  not?  A.  No.  sir:  1  tried  to  keep  him  from  re¬ 
senting  it  as  much  as  I  could,  but  it  was  the  most  unkind  thing  I 
ever  knew  from  a  son  to  a  father. — kill  him  because  he  wanted  to 
make  a  comfortable  home  for  himself  They  made  their  home, 
didn’t  they? 

Q.  Do  you  know  when,  or  did  he  ever  tell  you  when  this  alleged 
threat  was  made?  A.  \\  hen  was  going  to  marry. 

Q.  Marry  whom?  A.  Twice.  Hattie  Smith,  at  one  time. 

Q.  And  the  other  one  was  whom?  A.  Margaret  Smith. 

Q.  Did  you  know  either  of  the>e  women?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  one?  A.  Hattie  Smith. 

Q.  Was  she  the  one  who  lived  in  Minnesota?  A.  Yes. 

1150  Q.  You  didn’t  know  w  hat  kind  of  a  woman  it  was  that  Mr. 
Hurd  was  thinking  of  marrying  at  the  time  the  threat  w*as 

made,  did  you?  A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Didn’t  it  strike  you  as  possible  that  the  character  of  the  woman 
might  have  something  to  do  with  this  threat?  A.  I  never  heard 

anything  against  her  character;  I  don’t  know  anything  against  her 
character.  "  & 

Q.  \ou  don’t  know  anything  in  regard  to  that,  do  you?  A  No 
sir.  J 

Q.  A  ou  simply  took  Mr.  Hurd’s  bald  statement,  that  Bvron  had 
made  a^  threat?  A.  Yes,  srr. 

Q.  Aou  didn't  make  any  inquiry  in  regard  to  that,  did  vou?  A. 

No,  sir. 

1151  Q-  When  you  received  the  letters  from  Dr.  Hurd,  Mrs. 

Cramer,  did  you  show  those  letters  to  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd?  A 
Not  always,  no,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  of  the  time  did  vou  do  it?  A.  I  could  not  say 
very  seldom.  ‘  J 

Q.  It  was  not  your  habit,  then,  to  show  them  to  him?  A  What 
is  it? 

Q.  It  was  not  your  habit  to  show  them  to  him?  A.  TTe  usually 
wrote  to  my  office. 

Q.  Didn’t  you  take  the  letters  home  with  vou?  A.  T  didn’t  show 
them  to  him  if  T  did. 

Q.  Did  you  suggest  to  Mr.  Hurd  that  he  should  write  to  Byron 
Hurd  suggesting  that  he,  Byron,  should  invite  you  to  Whallons- 
burg?  A.  Byron  Hurd  wrote  and  asked  me.  and  his  wife,  and  in¬ 
vited  me  to  come  to  Whallonsburg. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  those  letters  were  written  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Fenton  Hurd?  A.  What,  the  letters  that  they 
wrote  ? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Why.  1  am  not  supposed  to  know  what  letters  they 
wrote  me,  no. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Hurd  tell  you  that  he  had  visited  his  son  but 
once  after  his  wife’s  death?  A.  TTe  told  me  the  only  time  he  had 
ever  visited  his  son  after  his  wife’s  death  was  with  me. 

Q.  When  did  he  tell  you?  A.  T  think  he  told  me  more  than 
once. 

0.  Well,  how  frequently?  A.  Very  often  he  told  me  that. 
1152  Q.  Why  was  there  any  occasion  to  mention  it  more  than 
once? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to.  The  witness  is  not  supposed  to  know 
the  mind  of  Mr.  Hurd,  when  he  is  speaking  a  thing. 

A.  Just  in  conversation :  ordinary  conversation,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  call  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Mr.  Hurd?  Sometimes 
“grandpa.” 

Q.  Did  you  ever  call  him  “Fent”  or  “Fenton”?  A.  No,  sir; 
never,  unless  it  was  in  fun,  in  passing  him,  or  something,  tell  him 
to  “Oct  out  of  my  way,  Fenton.”  or  “Fento,”  as  he  called  himself. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anybody  else  who  called  him  “Fento”?  A.  He 
called  himself  “Fento.” 

Q.  You  don’t  know  anyone  else  who  called  him  that?  A.  T  don’t 
remember. 
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Q.  Now,  Mrs.  Cramer,  I  l)elieve  you  testified  that  you  found  this 
letter  addressed  to  “My  dear  Pet  Girl,”  dated  December  the  2nd, 
1904,  sometime  after  your  answer  was  filed  in  this  case,  did  vou 
not?  A.  Yes,  sir. 


Q.  That  is  a  fact,  isn’t  it? 


now? 


A.  Which  letter  are  you  referring  to 


Q.  This  is  a  letter  beginning  “Mv  dear  Pet  Girl,”  dated  “St, 
Charles,  December  2nd,  1004.”  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  Nave  you  made  a  search  in  your  papers  to  find  out 

1153  whether  you  have  any  other  letters  from  Mr.  Hurd,  or  not? 
A.  I  don’t  think  T  have.  1  might  have,  but  I  don’t  think  so. 

Mr.  Birney  (to  the  witness) :  The  question  is,  have  you  made  a 
search,  not  if  you  have  the  letters. 

A.  Have  I  made  a  search? 

Q,  A  es.  A.  Not  for  letters  from  Mr.  Hurd  in  particular. 

Q.  W  ell.  have  you  searched  for  his  letters  along  with  those  of 
other  persons?  A.  I  have  not  found  any  of  his  along  with  other 
persons’. 

Q.  Have  you  made  a  search  for  them?  A.  For  Mr.  Hurd’s  lets 
ters? 

Q.  A  es.  (J.  No;  no  special  search  for  his  letters. 

Q.  A  on  never  did  resign  your  office.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Xo,  sir. 
Q.  AA>u  are  still  there?  A.  A’es  sir. 

Q.  Just  one  or  two  questions  with  reference  to  this  codicil,  Mrs. 
Cramer.  What  disposition  did  you  say  Mr.  Hurd  told  you  he  had 
made  of  his  estate  in  it?  A.  As  well  as  T  can  remember  that,  in 
case  of  Pee  Hurd  s  death  it  was  left  to  his  son — half  to  his  son  Byron, 
and  the  other  half  to  his  grandchildren. 

Q.  1  notice  that  on  your  direct  examination  you  said  that 

1 154  he  had  left  his  property,  bis  money  or  property,  or  whatever 
it  was.  in  case  of  bis  death  to  be  equally  divided  between  his 

son  Byron  and  his  grandson’s  two  children?  A.  That  his  grand¬ 
son  should  die  l>efore  Mi*.  Hurd. 

Q.  A  ou  didn  t  refer  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  death,  himself,  in  your  testi¬ 
mony?  A.  W  ell.  T  think  in  case — in  the  original  will,  he  bad  pro¬ 
vided  that. 

Q  Now.  do  you  know  as  a  fact  that  Hattie  Smith  got  $12,000? 
A.  Mr.  Hurd  said  so. 

Q  You  don’t  know  anything  about  it  personally?  A.  Mr.  Hurd 
said  that  he  bad  given  Hattie  Smith  $12,000  and  other  moneys 
with  which  to  furnish  the  house. 

Q  But  1  say  you  don’t  know  anything  about  it  personally?  A. 
All  T  know  is  what  Mi*.  Hurd  told  me. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  All*.  Hurd  gave  Airs  Shafer  money 
to  start  a  lunchroom  with?  A.  He  told  me. 

Q.  AA  as  that  the  $1000  you  sav  h?  loaned  her  and  gave  her  00 
years  to  pay  it  in?  A  T  don’t  think  so.  no. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  loaned  Airs.  Shafer’s  hus¬ 
band  $1000  and  taken  a  mortgage  on  the  Nebraska  farm?  A.  Not 
that  $1000  that  T  referred  to. 

Q  Well,  when  was  this  $1000  loaned  that  you  refer  to,  that  you 
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are  talking  about?  A.  That  was  the  $1000  that  he  told  me 
lloo  Mis.  Shafer  never  had  paid,  and  never  would  pay. 

Q.  Well,  when  was  that  loan  made?  A.  I  don’t  know 
when  the  loan  was  made.  1  only  know  what  Mr.  Hurd  said  time 
and  again,  that  everything  he  loaned  Mrs.  Shafer  was  lost. 

Q.  M  as  he  living  with  you  at  the  time  he  foreclosed  the  mortgage 
on  the  Nebraska  farm — the  Shafer  farm?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  lost  on  that  transaction?  A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  said  he  lost  something  on  it:  I  don’t  know  how  much. 


lint)  Redirect  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  Mr.  Ford  asked  you  about  your  statement  con¬ 
cerning  the  division  of  the  property  by  the  will  and  codicil.  1 
didn  t  quite  get  it  clear.  Do  you  remember  how  the  will  provided? 
A.  As  well  as  I  can  remember.  $300  a  year  to  Bvron,  and  $1000  to 
Hattie  Porter - 

Q.  T  don’t  care  about  other  people,  but  \  mean  Byron  and  Lee 
and  his  family.  A.  Yell,  Lee  Hurd  was  to  be  executor;  pay  so 
much.  $300,  or  whatever  it  might  have  been,  to  Byron. 

Q.  Who  was  to  get  the  balance?  A.  Oh.  the  codicil,  now? 

Q.  No.  the  will  proper.  A.  I  can’t  tell  you  just  exactly  how  the 
will  proper  read. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  remember  whether  Lee  was  to  get  anything  out 
of  it  or  not?  A.  Lee  was  to  have  charge  of  the  estate,  the  whole 
estate,  and  pay  so  much  to  Byron  a  month. 

Q.  And  who  was  to  get  the  other?  A.  Under  the  codicil,  at  Lee’s 
death,  it  was  to  he  divided  between  Byron  and  Lee’s  children. 

Q.  Now.  you  have  said  that  Byron  was  to  get  $300  and  Lee  was 
to  have  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  estate?  A.  Lee  was  to  have  it: 
it  was  to  go  to  Lee  in  case  of  his  death ;  Lee  was  to  take  charge  of 
everything,  and  was  to  have  it. 

lbr>7  Q.  And  by  the  codicil  it  provides  that  if  Lee  died  his 
half  was  to  go  to  Byron,  and  a  half  to  Lee’s  children,  is  that 
right?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Ford  asked  you  if  you  had  ever  heard  of  any  letters  Mr. 
Hurd  had  received  which  were  signed  “Mary,”  other  than  the  one 
or  two  you  said  you  wrote,  and  the  ones  that  ‘Mrs.  Shafer  wrote.  T 
want  to  know  if  you  ever  heard  of  him  receiving  any  that  Blanch 
Shafer  wrote?  A.  I  heard  it.  yes.  I  thought  he  asked  me  if  I  had 
seen  anv. 

%j 

Q.  You  did  hear  of  Blanch  Shafer  writing  letters?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  look  at  that  letter  and  tell  us  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurd 
read  it — Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  read  it  before  you  mailed  it?  (Refer¬ 
ring  to  exhibit  A.  H.  No.  11.)  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  read  it  before  you  mailed  it?  A.  Yes.  sir,  he  read 
that  letter  through. 
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Recross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  this  letter  was  written  at  the  State  Department, 
was  it  not?  A.  T  didn't  sav  so. 

Q.  Tt  is  headed  “State  Department”;  wasn’t  it  written  there? 
A.  I  may  have  headed  it  that  way.  but  I  didn’t  write  that 
1158  letter  at  the  State  Department;  it  may  have  been  headed  that 
way.  T  am  so  accustomed  to  writing  my  letters  and  heading 
them  that  wav.  I  often  do  that  wav. 

4/ 

1150  William  Ford  Cramer,  called  as  a  witness  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant.  l>eing  first  duly  sworn,  was  examined  and  tesi- 
fied  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mr.  Cramer,  please  state  your  age  and  vour  occupation.  A. 
Twenty-four;  clerk  in  the  State  Department. 

Q.  And  you  are  a  son  of  the  defendant.  Mrs.  Laura  IL  Cramer? 
A.  T  am:  ves,  sir. 

Q-  When  were  you  *24  years  old?  A.  The  17th  of  last  May. 

Q.  Are  you  married?  A.  T  am. 

Q.  When  were  you  married?  A.  On  November  27th.  1000. 
lldt)  Q.  Prior  to  your  marriage,  where  did  you  live,  sav  after 
the  year  1000?  In  1000  you  were.  T  take  it.  about  14  year- 
old?  A.  Yes.  sir. 

(}.  Where  did  you  live  after  that?  A.  T  lived  in  Washington 
until  about  in  1007.  when  1  went  to  Eastman  College,  Poughkeepsie. 
Xew  York.  T  went  there  in  about  September.  1007;  T  staved  there 
until  about  September.  100,8.  Then  T  went  to  New  York,  and  T 
worked  in  New  A  ork  City  from  September.  1008.  until  about  Octo- 
l>cr.  1000.  and  then  T  came  here  to  Washington,  and  entered  the 
Government  sendee:  about  a  little  before  that,  sav  about  1005.  T 

in  tho  Tntonor  department.  I  was  there  until  about 
100b  I  should  sav;  and  before  that,  in  about  1005,  T  guess,  1  was 
most  of  the  time  in  Washington,  making  probably  an  occasional 
trip  to  New  York,  for  a  few  months,  partly:  T  don’t  remember  the 
dates  just  when  I  went  to  New  York. 

Q.  During  that  .period  before  1005.  were  you  employed  from  time 
to  time  in  New  5  ork?  A.  From  time  to  time,  say  from  three  to 
tour  months,  just  as  a  hoy.  T  ran  up  there  and  worked  with  mv 
brother-in-law.  for  a  few  months,  during  the  summer,  usually  vaca¬ 
tion  time,  and  then  T  would  come  hack  to  Washington  and  enter 
school  in  the  winter. 

r  .Q\W.h?n  vou  were  ln  Washington  with  whom  did  you  live9  \ 
Lived  with  my  mother. 

Q.  .And  between  vour  appointment  to  the  Interior  Department 

11R1  !n  pe.nn<  yo,'r  £oins  !°  the  Eas‘"ian  Business  College 
1161  in  Poughkeepsie,  in  September.  1907.  where  were  vou  living’ 
A.  1  was  living  in  Washington. 
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Q.  With  your  mother?  A.  With  my  mother. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Ilurd?  A.  Very  well  sir-  yes 
sir.  1  J  1 

And  how  long  have  you  known  him?  A.  I  have  known  him 
about  fifteen  years.  I  should  say. 

Q.  Aon  met  him  while  lie  was  Ixjarding  and  rooming  at  your 
mothers  house  and  apartments?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  what  terms  of  friendship,  or  otherwise,  were  you  with 
Mr.  Hurd — how  did  he  treat  you  and  how  did  you  treat  liim9  \ 
He  treated  me  very  Rood;  very  kind  to  me;  as  kind  as  any  man 
could  he;  he  treated  me  very  kind  and  with  consideration. 

Q.  And  how  did  he  treat  your  sister,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Johnston? 
A.  He  treated  her  very  kind. 

H.  Mr.  Cramer,  did  Mr.  Hurd  ever  tell  you  anything  concerning 
Ins  having  given  money  to  your  mother?  A.  Why.  yes. 

(I  W  hat  did  he  tell  you?  A.  A  great  many  times  he  said  he 
n.,0  1,51(1  S,ven  my  mother  money  and  had  provided  for  her  in 
!<>*-  ease  anything  happened  to  him,  in  appreciation  for  the  good 

home  she  had  made  for  him,  and  the  onlv  home  he  had  had 
since  his  wife  died. 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  lie  ever  say  to  you  concerning  anv 
contemplated  marriage  with  your  mother?  A.  He  said  that  he 
would  have  married  my  mother  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  he  was 
atratd  ot  Ins  son,  and  the  threats  from  his  son  to  the  effect  that  if 
lie  ever  married  a  woman  that  his  son  would  kill— Bvron  Hurd  that 
is  !„s  son.  and  the  woman  that  he  should  marry;  many  times  he 
has  told  me  that.  That  was  the  reason  that  he  would  not  marry 

",0.,1,«r-  l,e‘‘m1,sc  1,e  was  afrai<1  his  son.  He  considered  him 
a  \  er\  had  man;  he  considered  him  a  desperate— verv  desperate  sort 
ot  a  man;  just  as  soon  shoot  a  man  as  he  would  look'  at  him. 

(i  t  an  you  recall  when  he  told  you  this?  A.  Whv  he  told 

iTtll  it  y  L  Mi 1  ,;ln.  '^memlier  he  has  told  me  several  times 
ot  that,  Imt  lie  told  me  while  we  were  at  the  De  Soto  Apartment  this 

t'Zl-lZ „a,toMeme.that:  ^  ™"y 

Q.  What,  if  anything,  do  you  know  of  his  ever  suggesting  your 
others  resignation  from  oflico?  A.  Why,  he  has  told  me  during 
the  Iasi  year,  while  we  were  al  the  De  Soto,  that  he  wanted  mv 
mother  to  resign  because  he  thought  she  was  working  too  hard  for 

ing  summer  d  'e  S,’°ken  a<  ,f  he  "anted  ller  to  resign  this  com- 

1103  ,  Mr'  F°"D:  That  is  objected  to  as  stating  the  mere  con¬ 

clusion  of  the  witness,  and  it  is  moved  that  it  he  stricken  out 

Q  1  "ailt  -v?u  to.  K've  nie,  not  your  impressions,  but  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  what  he  said,  Mr  Cramer,  if  you  can.  A.  Whv  he  said 

ha  my  mother  ought  to  resign.  “She  is  working  too  hard’’-  that 
he  had  piouded  for  her.  and  had  given  tier  money,  and  she  could 
wed  afford  to  resign  her  position ;  he  had  given  her  money 

(i.  "  hat,  if  anything,  did  lie  sav  as  to  the  time  when  he  wanted 


4f>4 


FENTON  J.  HURT).  FTC..  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


her  to  resign?  A.  He  said  lie  wanted  lier  to  resign  about  this  year, 
or  coining  summer. 

Q.  Mr.  Cramer,  were  you  at  the  apartment  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Hurd's  sudden  illness  in  March  last?  A.  I  was. 

Q-  Will  you  tell  us  what  you  observed  of  that,  and  what  part 
you  took  in  that  incident?  A.  Why,  I  was  about  to  leave  the  apart¬ 
ment  in  the  morning,  about  20  minutes  of  9,  I  should  say,  ami  I 
was  standing  in  the  hall  talking  wit li  my  wife,  and  my  mother  was 
standing  there,  and  I  noticed  Mr.  Hurd  walking  from  his  room 
into  the  bathroom,  and  he  got  to  the  bathroom  door,  and  I  noticed 
that  he  grabbed  for  the  partition  by  the  bathroom  door,  and  he 
was  about  to  fall;  I  noticed  him  kind  of  weaken,  and  he  was  about 
to  fall  to  the  bathroom,  and  I  noticed  his  weakness  and  I  ran  to  him. 

and  I  grablied  him  about  as  he  was  to  fall  into  the  bath- 
1194  room,  that  is  when  he  was  taken  sick.  Then  1  held  him 
until  I  told  my  mother.  I  think,  to  get  a  chair,  and  then  we 
set  him  on  the  chair,  and  then  I  told  my  mother  that  she  had  better 
call  up  or  send  up  for  Dr.  Machinek.'  which  she  did,  which  was 
about  15  or  20  minutes— maybe  25  minutes,  before  Dr.  Machinek 
appeared.  He  was  taking  a  bath  at  the  time;  he  had  to  dress. 

Q.  When  he  came  in  was  he  fully  dressed  or  not?  A.  He  was 
not  He  had  on  slippers;  he  didn't  have  a  collar  on.  He  had  on 

thmk,  a  bathrobe  or  small  jacket— house  jacket  of  some  kind 
11,011  Dr.  Machinek  and  I  carried  Mr.  Hurd  into  his  room  sitting 
on  the  chair,  and  while  in  the  room,  we  sent  for  the  janitor,  and 
the  janitor  came  up  and  helped  to  clean  up  the  mess  Mr  Hurd  had 
made  in  the  hall  and  all  along  the  hall,  and  in  his  room,  and  in  the 
bathroom  and  all  over  the  house.  And  the  janitor  started  to  clean 
it  up  as  I  was  getting  ready  to  go;  and  then  they  put  Mr.  Hurd  to 

,  *  an<1  I  left  "bile  they  were  about  to  take  his  clothes  off  and 

clean  up  a  little  bit. 

Q.  At  what  time  in  the  day  did  you  return?  A.  I  returned 
about  a  quarter  of  one.  mv  lunch  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Muni  then?  A.  I  saw  Mr.  Muni,  hut  he 
was  asleep.  and  I  said  nothing  to  him:  just  looked  in  the  room 

li.  Aon  went  again  to  your  work,  did  you?  A.  I  went  again 
back  to  my  work. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  get  home  again?  A.  Well,  I  got  out 

llf-.  I.'  r  •  af,  °"a  "s  11  "ould  lake  me  to  walk  from 

n6,>  ,he  ' 'V011  ,Tnis'  Budding  to  the  De  Soto  Apartment,  which 
would  lie  about  ten  minute--,  or  fifteen  minutes 

<i.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Hurd  then,  that  evening?  A  I  «aw  him 
when  I  got  hack;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  any  second  attack  that  he  had?  \  Me 

had  a  second  attack.  Me  tried  to  get  out  of  bed:  he  tried  to  '.ret  up 
tor  some  reason  or  another.  1  UI 

o’,lLA!>0U/i  'Vhat  ,imeTin  ,lle  even>ng?  A.  That  was  aliotit  ei-dit 
••dock  m  the  evening.  T  guess.  Me  tried  to  get  tm  .,„d  T  rhi  ,l7 

anyway,  he  tried  to  get  up.  and  T  went  to  him  for  orie  h 

to  put  him  hack  in  bed.  'and  T  talked  to  ld^  and  told  him  tW 
ought  not  to  get  up:  he  was  too  weak.  that  1,e 
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\  VW?"'  n;hether  Dr.  Machinek  was  called  again  to  him? 

ilave  l  Whh  :dll[le  Ca  ]ed  “«“*“■  Dr.  Machinek  was  to  h“e 

Si  S^coS"8  ",0t  d“y;  1,6  W8S  t0  “aVe  >*»*  **— 

A.^o^^k,.do7aOnyth^g0oVhy  by  Dr'  M^inek? 

ministered No' ki,‘d  °f  lnedicine  Dr-  Machinek  ad- 

?J7,,at  ,1C  Prescribed  for  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  I  do  not 
'  yd  y°U  <ee  Mr>  IIurd  again  the  next  day.  Friday?  A. 

Um  tileQ;,”mV  rdilh, Well,  1  ««««  he  was  about 
much ;  he  had  a  mnt  ®°  ln'°  '"S  r00,n  to  Ullk  "  itl,  him  very 

I  ?'.rWh,e"  <li<1,  l)r-  Lee  Hurd  get  there,  if  von  remember’  \  J)r 
Lee  IIurd  got  there  on  Thursday  night  '  ^  V  J>r' 

rln'i;1  . . ,y  I 

Q-  A\  ere  you  (here  when  lie  camp?  \  T  wao  i  i 

a  i  .  ‘tine.  ii.  I  \\ tlieie  wlien  llP  pump 

Q.  Did  you  spend  any  time  with  him  that  evening?  \  i 

talking  with  him  that  evening  evening!  A.  I  was 

1  r-ste 

'zttrfjasar . . . . 

remetuber.  I  may  have;  I  don't  knmv; I S  |  v  '  ‘ha'  f 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  send  a  telegraphic  dispatch  for  l)r  II„r,19 

’  aVl  ‘el^rai"  to  'Yvmn  Hurd ;  sent  hv  Lee  ves 

111-  l  Qi,"  'at  Vn,e  Vs  ,llat?  A.  r  did  that  in  the  eveniim  I 
llh/  should  say  about  8  o’clock — half  past  8  1 

n  aa,^'  v',e  pa,"e  eveni»g  he  got  there?  A.  Yes 
S'  "  here  did  you  go  to  send  it?  A.  Went  to  14th  :  a  iclc..-ml, 

“K- 1  t ,11  k  -7 lhiikd14th,,e"lT  "le.s,reet  n®w;  14th  and  K 
ner  ’  ’  k  ’  1  thl,,k  141,1  a,ld  K  i  a  eigar  store  there  on  the  cor- 

Q.  Who  went  with  you?  A.  Mv  wife. 

Q.  During  that  'evening,  Mr.  Cramer,"  did  von  hear  Dr  IT, ml 

•  j  0  "naV  A-  u  hy»  Dr-  Hill'd  came  in  our  dinino-  room  TT^ 
said  it  was  a  shame  that  we  called  in  the  doctor  so  soon  and  didn’t 

let  him  die.  He  also  said  it  cost  him  a  lo,  of  trouble  as  well  as  ex 
pense,  with  him.  ’  "enasex- 

UGS  Q.  Mr.  Cramer,  one  question  I  forgot  to  ask  von  when  on 

Mr  Fo  il  Tr'  ihTCh  °f-  the  “*•  When  talking  with  you  did 
ism  ?FC A.  No  " "  8  any  ‘In,e  ?aV  anvth'ng  to  you  about  spiritual 

59— 2488a 
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Q.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  ever  say  to  you  concerning  any  let¬ 
ters  received  from  his  deceased  wife?  A.  lie  never  said  anything 
to  me  about  it. 

Q.  In  speaking  with  you  concerning  the  money  he  had  given  your 
mother,  did  he  make  any  reference  whatever  to  letters  of  that  kind? 
A.  No,  indeed;  certainly  not. 

Q.  What  knowledge,  if  any,  have  you  of  your  mother 

1169  ever  having  claimed  or  pretended  to  be  a  medium?  A.  It 
is  all  Greek  to  me;  1  never  heard  of  any  such  a  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  her  to  write  any  mediumistic  letters?  A. 
Xo>  sir;  I  did  not. 

Cross-examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

1170  Q.  You  say  Mr.  Hurd  never  talked  spiritualism  to  you? 
A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  talk  it  to  anybody  else?  A.  I  have 
heard  him  say  a  few  words  about  it. 

%j 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  say?  A.  1  heard  him  say  that  he 

1171  got  a  couple  of  letters  from  Mrs.  Shafer. 

(X  Letters  of  what  kind?  A.  Spiritualistic  letters. 

Q.  When  did  he  say  that?  A.  Oh,  during  mv  stay  at  the  Do 
Soto;  the  past  year,  1  guess. 

Q.  Well.  1  don't  want  your  guess,  Mr.  Cramer,  1  want  the  facts. 
A.  That  is  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  only  time  you  ever  heard  him  mention  it? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  positive  of  that,  are  you?  A.  I  think  so;  l  don't 
recollect  any  other  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  lie  was  a  spiritualist?  A.  Well,  I  don’t 
know  as  he  was  much,  lie  used  to  go  to  most  all  kinds  of  churches; 
1  don't  —  that  he  was — he  was  a  spiritualist,  yes.  lie  believed  in 
that,  I  guess  more  than  he  did  in  any  other  religion. 

Q.  IIow  did  you  find  that  out?  A.  By  hearing  him  talk;  telling 
other  people  about  he  believed  in  little  things. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  him  tell  these  things  to  other 
people?  A.  Oh.  I  never  counted  them;  1  don't  recall. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  from  whom  these  letter^  that 

1172  came  to  him  through  Mrs.  Shafer  were?  A.  From  whom 
they  were  from? 

Q.  From  whom  these  letters  that  came  to  him  through  Mrs. 
Shafer  were?  A.  Why,  they  were  spirit  letters,  the  way  he  said. 

Q.  Whose  spirit?  A.  Whose  spirit ?  I  don't  know.  I  didn’t 
hear  him  say  anything  about  whose  spirit  it  was.  He  never  went 
into  detail  with  me  and  tell  me  about  it.  1  just  heard  him  sav  a 
few  words. 

1173  Q.  When  did  he  first  tell  you  that  he  had  given  your 
mother  money?  A.  He  told  me  about — the  first  time — I 

guess  he  told  me  a  great  many  times;  a  number  of  times.  The 
first  time  I  can  remember  it  is  about — well,  three  or  four  years  ago. 
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Q.  \\  hat  did  he  say?  A.  He  said  that  he  had  given  my  mother 
monev ,  and  had  provided  for  her  in  ease  anything  happened  to  him. 
Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  much  he  had  given  lier?  A.  He  never 
told  me  how  much. 

11/4  Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  anv  engagement  sub- 

sisting  between  your  mother  and  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes _ no, 

I  don't  know  as  they  were  engaged.  I  know  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  told 
me  that  lie  should  have  married  her  if  it  was  not  for  the  threats  of 
his  son  that  he  would  shoot  him. 


Q  Your  mother  never  told  you  that  she  was  engaged  to  Mr.  Hurd, 
did  she?  A.  She  never  told  me  she  was  engaged  to  him. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Hurd  never  told  you  he  was  engaged  to  vour  mother? 
A.  No. 

Q.  M  hen  did  he  first  tell  you  that  he  would  marry  your  mother 
hut  for  these  threats?  A.  Well.  I  should  say,  to  the  be<t  of  mv 
memory  about  three  years  ago. 

llio  Q.  Now,  what  was  it  you  said  Dr.  TTurd  said  to  you  on  the 
evening  lie  ai rived?  A.  Dr.  Hurd  said  to  me,  in  our  dining 
room,  he  said,  ‘‘It  was  a  shame  you  sent  for  the  doctor  so  soon  and 
didn  t  let  him  die.”  He  said  it  had  cost  him  a  lot  of  trouble  and  a 
lot  of  expense. 

Q.  A  our  mother  didn  t  tell  you  that  she  had  had  a  telegram  from 
Dr.  Iliud  Mating  that  he  liacl  notified  Dr.  Mason  to  communicate 
with  Dr.  Wall?  A.  Yes,  I  knew  about  that. 


1 1  ( f>  Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester  : 

Q.  Mr.  Cramer,  we  forgot  to  ask  you  one  question,  and  that  is 
have  you  received  any  letter,  note  or  other  communication  from  Mr. 
Fenton  J.  TIurd  since  he  left  Washington  in  March  last?  A.  No. 
I  have  not. 


1177  Thereupon,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.  Cramer,  called  as  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  are  the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Ford  Cramer? 
A.  am. 

Q.  When  were  you  married?  A.  I  was  married  November  27th. 
1 009. 

Q.  And  where?  A.  In  New  Jersey. 

Q.  After  your  marriage  did  you  come  to  Washington?  A.  About 
a  week  after  we  were  married. 

Q.  And  have  been  here  ever  since?  A.  Ever  since. 

Q.  When  you  came  to  Washington,  about  a  week  after  your 
marriage,  where  did  you  go  to  reside?  A.  At  the  De  Soto,  with 
Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer.  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  M  hat  did  he  say?  .V.  lie  said  that  he  had  given  my  mother 
money,  and  had  provided  for  her  in  ease  anything  happened  to  him. 
Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  much  he  had  given  her?  A.  He  never 
told  me  how  much. 

11<4  Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  any  engagement  sub¬ 
sisting  between  your  mother  and  Mr.  Hurd  ?  A.  Yes — no, 
I  don  t  know  as  they  were  engaged.  I  know  that  Mr.  Hurd  had  told 
me  that  he  should  have  married  her  if  it  was  not  for  the  threats  of 
his  son  that  he  would  shoot  him. 

Q.  Your  mother  never  told  you  that  she  was  engaged  to  Mr.  Hurd, 
did  she/  A.  She  never  told  me  she  was  engaged  to  him. 

And  Mr.  Hurd  never  told  you  he  was  engaged  to  your  mother? 
A.  No. 


Q.  M  hen  did  he  first  tell  you  that  he  would  marry  vour  mother 
hut  for  these  threats?  A.  Well,  T  should  say,  to  the  best  of  mv 
memory  about  three  years  ago. 

1 1  <  Q.  Now,  what  was  it  you  said  Dr.  Hurd  said  to  you  on  the 
evening  he  arrived?  A.  Dr.  Hurd  said  to  me,  in  our  dining 
room,  lie  said.  “Tt  was  a  -homo  you  sent  for  the  doctor  so  soon  and 
didn't  let  him  die.”  He  said  it  had  cost  him  a  lot  of  trouble  and  a 
lot  of  expense. 


Q.  A  our  mother  didn  t  tell  you  that  she  had  had  a  telegram  from 
Dr.  Fluid  Mating  that  he  had  notified  Dr.  Mason  to  communicate 
with  Dr.  M  all?  A.  Yes.  T  knew  about  that. 


1170  Redirect  examination. 

By  Mr.  Lester  : 

Q.  Mr.  Cramer,  we  forgot  to  ask  you  one  question,  and  that  is 
have  you  received  any  letter,  note  or  other  communication  from  Mr. 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  since  he  left  Washington  in  March  last?  A.  No. 
I  have  not. 


1177  Thereupon,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.  Cramer,  called  as  a  witness 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer,  being  first  duly  sworn, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Birney: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  you  are  the  wife  of  Mr.  William'  Ford  Cramer? 
A.  *1  am. 

Q.  When  were  you  married?  A.  I  was  married  November  27th 
1909. 

Q.  And  where?  A.  In  New  Jersey. 

Q.  After  your  marriage  did  you  come  to  Washington?  A.  About 
a  week  after  we  were  married. 

Q.  And  have  been  here  ever  since?  A.  Ever  since. 

Q.  When  you  came  to  Washington,  about  a  week  after  vour 
marriage,  where  did  you  go  to  reside?  A.  At  the  De  Soto,  with 
Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer.  A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  M  hat,  if  anything,  did  h  •  tell  you  about  having  given  her 
money?  A.  Oh,  he  just  said  that  he  had  given  her  money  for 
being  so  kind  to  him. 

0-  Did  he  tell  you  how  much?  A.  No,  he  never  said  how  much. 

Q.  And  what,  if  anything,  did  he  ever  say  on  the  subject  of  hav¬ 
ing  wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  Oh,  he  said  he  would  have 
been  my  husband's  step-father  if  Byron  had  not  said  that  he  would 
shoot  anybody  that  he  married  and  him  too;  and  he  said  he  was 
just  the  sort  of  a  man  that  would  do  that,  so  he  was  afraid. 

0.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  about  Mrs.  Laura  R 
Cramer  resigning  her  office,  and‘ if  so  what?  A.  Yes,  he  said  he 
wanted  her  to  resign,  lots  of  times,  but  she  never  would,  lie  wanted 
her  to  just  stay  home  and  take  care  of  him;  and  he  said  as  soon  as 
"e  1°  keeping  house  she  would  resign,  and  lie  would  make  her. 
and  just  stay  home  and  help  him  until  he  died. 

Q  ^(>w,  did  you  expect  to  go  to  housekeeping? 

Mr.  Ford:  That  is  objected  to  as  irrelevant,  immaterial  and  in¬ 
competent. 


A. 


A.  \  es,  sir,  about  in  the  summer. 

Q.  And  did  you  tell  Mr.  Hurd  anything  on  that  subject? 

M  by.  he  knew  that  we  were  going  to  keep  house.  He  knew  that 
we  were  not  going  to  stay  there  all  the  time. 

11«^1  Q-  And  have  you  since  gone  to  keep  house  by  yourselves? 
A.  ^  es,  we  are  keeping  house  now. 


D.  Mrs.  Cramer,  were  you  in  the  apartment  when  Mr.  Hurd  was 
taken  ill  in  March  last?  A.  Yes,  I  was  there 


Q.  What  did  you  see  of  it?  A.  Why,- 

/"\  ITTl  .  */  * 


^ -  ^  here  were  you  at  the  moment  and  what  did  you  see  of  it? 
A.  \\  hy.  my  husband  was  just  going  to  work  in  the  morning  and 
mother  and  I  were  standing  at  the  door  bidding  him  good  bve  as 
we  always  did,  and  we  looked  around  and  Mr.  Hurd  was  going  into 
the  bathroom,  and  so  Billy  and  mother  ran  to  him  and  caught  him 
just  as  lie  was  going  down,  sinking  on  the  floor. 

(1  Bv  “Billy"  you  mean  whom?  A.  My  husband.  And  he  was 
just  about  to  sink  on  the  floor,  and  they  caught  him,  and  T  tele¬ 
phoned  to  Dr.  Machinek,  and  he  didn’t  come  down  right  away  and 
so  mother  ran  up  for  him.  In  the  meantime  they  had  Mr  Hurd 
on  the  chair,  and  my  husband  just  stayed  there  with  him  until  she 
went  up,  and  Dr.  Machinek  came  down  right  after  that 

Q.  Then  what  happened?  A.  Then  they  took  him  into  the 
room ,  I  didn  t  see  him  after  that,  then,  that  morning. 

Q.  And  they  took  him  into  his  bedroom?  A.  Yes 

ii  co  9'  J’01!  K°  in  there  at  all?  A.  No.  I  did  not. 

ll»Z  <1  Who  told  you  to  telephone  to  Dr.  Machinek’  A  I 

,  .r  tn'nkmy  husband  did.  In  the  excitement  I  don’t  just  know 
nut  1  think  lie  did. 


,  Q-  ,|TnvV  "asl)r-  Machinek  dressed  when  he  came  down,  or  was 
J1®  /1'  !;'  jessed .  A.  W  hy,  he  said  he  was  taking  a  hath,  and  he 
ju>t  slipped  on  just  a  little  coat,  no  collar. 
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Q.  M  hat  did  you  say  about  the  ;•  >llar?  A.  lie  didn’t  have  any 
collar  on.  or  tie,  or  anything  like  that. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  with  Mr.  Hurd?  A.  Oh,  quite  a  while; 
I  can  t  remember  just  how  long  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  remem  tier  the  coming  of  Dr.  Lee  Hurd?  A.  Yes, 
I  remember  his  coming. 

Q.  On  the  evening  of  his  coming,  and  in  the  dining  room,  or 
parlor  of  the  apartment,  did  you  hear  him  converse — any  statement 
•  rn  concerning  the  employment  of  doctors?  A.  I  think 

I  did. 

Q  N|>w.  what  was  it.  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  What  did  you  say? 

Q*  M  hat  did  he  say?  A.  About  doctors,  did  you  say? 

Q.  About  doctors  being  emploved. 

Mr.  F  ord:  That  is  objected  to  as  leading. 

A •  0-,  I  didn  t  hear  him  say  anything  about  doctors.  [  did  hear 
the  conversation  he  had  with  mother,  though. 

1183  Q.  \\  ell,  now,  that  is  probably  what  I  want.  A.  It  was 
in  the  dining  room,  and  my  husband  and  mother  and  T  were 
all  sitting  around.  So  Dr.  Lee  Hurd  said  to  mother,  he  said  “It 
is  too  bad  you  called  in  the  doctor;  you  should  have  let  him  die.” 
He  said.  “It  has  caused  a  whole  lot  of  trouble  to  everybody.”  He 
said  that.  We  were  all  right  there;  we  all  heard  it. 

Q  M’hat  did  Mrs.  Laura  h\  Cramer  said  to  that?  A.  I  don't 
think  she  said  anything,  she  was  so  astonished. 

Q.  You  don’t  recall  anything  she  said?  A.  No,  I  don’t  remem¬ 
ber  it. 


Cross-examination. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer,  did  Mr.  Hurd  mention  his  religious  belief  to 
you  ■  A-  M  by,  I  knew  that  he  was  a  spiritualist,  hut  I  would  not 
have  known  it  unless  religion  had  come  up.  He  never  bragged 
about  it,  or  anything  like  that.  He  never  talked  on  the  subject 
like  you  would  think  a  man  would. 

Q.  How  did  the  subject  of  religion  come  up?  A.  Why,  if  anv- 
hody  happened  to  speak  about  religion,  whv,  he  would  just  say  that 
he  was  a  spiritualist;  that  is  all  I  ever  heard  him  say  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  name  of  his  wife  was?  A.  “Mary.” 

iiQi  K0W  did  you  learn  tl,at?  A  Because  he  told  me. 

How  many  times  did  he  tell  you?  A.  Oh.  T  don’t 
know  how  many  times  he  told  me. 

Q.  Well,  how  frequently  would  he  talk  about  it— just  about _ T 

don  t  ask  you  to  be  exact?  A.  I  can’t  tell  how  many  times,  because 
it  would  be  just  guess  work  if  I  did. 

Q.  W  ell,  he  talked  about  her  quite  frequentlv,  didn’t  he?  \ 
Yes, — not  so  awful  lot.  no. 

1*'  ?l\at  W0ldd  ^e  an  “awful  lot’’  in  your  judgment?  A 
did  ^“Mary,”  \hat°is  all^I  know!*  ,'bOU,  ^  m0re  than  he 
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Q.  What  did  lie  say  about  his  wife?  A.  He  just  said  that  was 
his  wife,  and  she  was  good  to  him;  that  was  all. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  anything  about  letters  that  he  received  from 
her?  A.  No,  indeed. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  he  was  getting  letters  from  her?  A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Never  said  anything  about  having  received  communications 
from  her  since  her  death?  A.  Not  a  word. 

Q-  You  are  quite  positive  about  that?  A.  Yes,  I  am  more  than 
positive  about  that. 

1 1 8o  Q.  Now,  just  what  was  it  you  said  Dr.  llurd  said?  A. 

lie  said  “It  is  too  bad  you  called  in  the  doctor  and  didn’t  let 
him  die;  it  made  a  whole  lot  of  trouble  for  all  of  us.” 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  Dr.  Hurd  had  himself  called  in  Dr.  Wall? 
A.  Why,  I  don’t  know  about  that. 

Q.  \ ou  didn’t  know  that,  did  you?  A.  No,  I  am  not  sure  about 
that,  no. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  received  a  telegram  from 
Dr.  Hurd?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  Stating  that  he  had  caused  notice  to  be  given  to  Dr.  Wall? 
A.  I  don’t  know. 

^  vi  many  tune  s  have  you  told  anybody  about  this  alleged 
conversation  with  Dr.  Hurd?  A.  How  many  times  have  I  told 
anybody? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  1  never  mentioned  it  to  anybody. 

Q  Not  to  a  soul?  A.  Why,  my  husband,  1  guess. 

Q-  How  many  times  have  you  talked  about  it  to  him?  A.  Why, 
1  don't  know  how  many  times  I  have  talked  about  it  to  him. 

Q.  \\  ell,  just  give  us  some  idea.  A.  I  could  not  say  how  many 
times. 

Q-  You  have  talked  about  it  frequently,  haven’t  you?  A.  Yes, 
I  have. 

llSb  Mr.  Lester:  We  otter  in  evidence  a  certified  copy  of  the 
transcript  of  proceedings  in  the  probate  court  for  the  district 

Greenw ieh,  being  marked  Exhibit  No.  4,  filed  with  the  answer, 
wherein  Lee  M.  Hurd  petitions  for  appointment  of  some  suitable 
person  to  be  conservator  of  Fenton  .1.  Hurd,  the  petition  part  of  this 
transcript  being  dated  March  24,  1910. 

Mr.  Ford:  1  object  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  is  irrelevant,  in¬ 
competent  and  immaterial,  and  has  no  bearing  upon  the  issues  in 
this  case,  and,  on  the  further  ground  that  the  defendant  in  this 
case  has  no  right  to  attack  collaterally  the  appointment  of  Lee  M. 
Hurd  as  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  .T.  Hurd  by 
the  probate  court  of  Greenwich. 

Mr.  Lester:  We  also  offer  in  evidence  the  letter  from  Lee  M. 
Hurd  to  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer,  dated  March  17,  1910,  being  Ex¬ 
hibit  No.  1/.  filed  with  the  answTer  of  Laura  TL  Cramer  to  the  orig¬ 
inal  bill.  * 
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11^7  Thereupon  J)r.  C.  II.  Machinek, 
the  part  of  the  defendant  Cramer, 
was  examined  and  testified  as  follows: 


ealled  as  a  witness  on 
being  first  duly  sworn, 


Direct  examination. 


By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Doctor,  you  testified  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  did 
you  not?  .V.  I  have. 

D.  fell  me  for  what  period  ot  time  you  have  known  Mr.  Fenton 
•I.  Hurd  ?  A.  Approximating  a  year  or  year  and  a  half. 

Q.  What  was  your  first  acquaintance  with  him?  A.  Why,  I  met 
him  in  the  building,  as  he  was  coming  in  and  going  out;  met  him 
on  the  street  approaching  the  house. 

<L  How  often  have  you  talked  with  him  during  that  period  of 
time,  Doctor?  A.  Oh,  I  suppose  three  or  four  times  a  week  I  would 
see  him,  on  an  average;  not  necessarily  talk  to  him  each  time,  but 
always  pass  the  time  of  the  day.  and  probably  held  conversations 
with  him  in  all  that  time  several  dozens  of  times. 

Q.  And  what  would  ho  talk  about — I  mean  whether  he  would 
specialize  any  particular  thing,  or  just  generally?  A.  Oh.  he  would 
just  talk  about  his  life,  and  his  business  and  his  children. 

Q-  ^  hen  was  the  first  time  you  treated  him.  Doctor?  A.  The 
first  time  1  tieated  lum  was.  I  think  the  last  time  he  was 
1LSN  sick  was  in  March,  wasn’t  it? 

Q-  Yes.  sir.  A.  I  think  it  was  about  three  month-.  I 
think,  before  that,  or  possibly  more;  I  think  it  was  in  the  fall. 

Q.  And  for  what  period  of  time  did  your  treatment  continue 
then?  A.  1  saw  him  twice  in  one  day.  that  is  all. 

Q.  Doctor,  did  you  have  opportunity  sufficient  to  warrant  you 
in  forming  an  opinion  as  to  Mr.  Hurd’s  mental  capacity?  A  I 
think  so. 


Mr.  I* oRD :  Ibis  is  objected  to  as  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the 
witness.  The  question  of  opportunity  i-  one  for  the  court  to  de¬ 
termine. 

Q.  \\  hat.  in  your  opinion,  was  his  condition  of  mind,  as  to 
whether  he  was  sound  mentally  or  unsound?  A.  I  think  it  was 
l»erfeetly  normal,  to  all  appearances. 

Q.  Was  he  or  not.  in  your  opinion,  capable  of  making  a  contract9 
A.  T  think  so. 

Q.  Doctor,  during  the  time  that  you  knew  him.  did  you  notice 
any  signs  of  mental  deterioration  or  decay?  A.  Xo. 

Cross-examination. 


By  Mr.  Ford; 

Q-  Doctor,  you  have  said  that  he  talked  to  vou  about  his  children 
A.  Yes. 

„„  Q-  want  did  he  tell  you  about  them?  A.  Spoke  largely 
IliS9  of  their  success;  how  successful  they  had  been. 

Q,  How  many  children  did  he  tell  vou  that  he  had  had9 
A.  Why.  I  think  he  spoke  of  the  two  sons.  ' 
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think  Vi!?  heite11  y01 1  what.tJley  were  doing?  A.  Why,  one  son,  i 
think  he  said,  was  the  president  of  a  bank  in  New  York  and  the 
other  one  was  a  physician.  ' 

f.  •^°1U  1.lever  ila4  all>’  business  transactions  with  him,  aside  from 
this  single  instance  in  which  you  treated  him?  A.  No. 

j.  Do  you  know  what  Mr/Hurd’s  religious  belief  was?  A.  Why 

he  had  a  strong  belie!  m  spiritualism.  ^ ’ 

about  “  at' quit'e  often.  ^  *  g°0<l  deal>  ,lidn’1  he?  A-  He  ^ 
Q.  More  than  almost  any  other  subject,  isn't  that  so?  A  Well 
lionet  n0t  &iy  that’  but  q,lite  often;  very  oft€n  it  would  be  men- 

Q .  Do  you  recall  any  other  subject  on  which  he  talked  as  much  as 
he  did  upon  the  subject  of  spiritualism?  A.  Why.  1  think  he 
ta  ked  about  his  early  life  and  his  children,  as  much  as  anything 

,,,  t,y0'1  n"T’  l)ot'u,r>  tlmt  in  llis  conversations,  like  most 

old  jieople,  lie  talked  a  great  deal  about  the  past?  A.  Well,  what 
"o  talked  about  was  entirely  about  the  past. 

().  llis  business  ventures?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

, , {>id...i.,e  tell  you  what  business  he  had  been  engaged 
'  in.  A  Why,  1  have  only  a  faint  recollection;  1  know  lie 
did  tell  me  at  various  times  what  he  was  doing,  and  what 
he  had  been  doing,  and  many  other  things.  lie  mentioned  the 
gieut  amount  ol  strength  that  he  has  always  had,  and  1  remember 
in  connection  with  that  statement  that  he  made  of  having  been 
employed  in  a  physical  way  m  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  was 
very  proud  of  his  strength  that  he  had  at  that  time 

(}.  In  connection  with  his  talk  to  you  about  spiritualism,  did  lie 
mention  receiving  communications  from  anybody?  A  1,p 

mentioned  hearing  from  his  wife. 

Q.  How  frequently  was  that  the  case.  Doctor?  A  How  fre¬ 
quently  would  we  talk  about  that? 

Q.  Yes.  A.  Well  there  was  not  any  set  time.  He  led  me  to 
believe  that  he  heard  once  in  a  while.  He  didn’t  specify  any  par¬ 
ticular  time;  didn  t  specify  any  regular  time.  ' 

(l  I  believe  I  asked  you  when  you  were  on  the  stand  before  if 
you  recalled  an  interview  that  Mr.  McLean  and  I  had  with  you9 
A.  Yes. 

Q,  With  reference  to  this  mutter,  find  the  number  of  times  be 
spoke  ot  it.  mid  the  number  of  times  be  heard,  and  don’t  vou  recol¬ 
lect  that  m  that  interview  you  told  us  that  you  thought' he  got.  <i 
letter  about  once  a  week?  A.  That  was  mv  presumption ;  that  is 
my  inference  from  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  question  and  answer  are  objected  to  as 
1191  not  being  cross-examination,  and  also  because  it  has  been 

asked  and  answered  when  the  witness  was  on  the  stand  for 
the  plaintiff. 

Q.  I  didn’t  understand,  Doctor,  whether  you  said  he  told  vou 
from  whom  those  communications  came.  A.  From  his  wife 

60— 2488a 
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Q.  Did  lie  tell  you  her  name?  A.  Why,  I  could  not  recall  it 
now.  I  think  he  mentioned  some  first  name. 

Q.  Was  it  “Mary”?  A.  “Mary.” 

Q.  You  don’t  recall  any  of  the  subjects  on  which  you  talked  with 
him  except  those  that  I  have  indicated,  do  you?  A.  With  him? 

Q.  Yes.  (J.  He  had  a  violent  prejudice  against  the  use  of  to¬ 
bacco,  and  very  frequently  he  would  elaborate  upon  what  a  violent 
and  vicious  thing  it  was  to  do.  for  anybody  to  smoke,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  that  he  would  speak  of  his  son,  one  of  his  children, 
who  never  did  smoke,  which  he  considered  made  him  rather  suc- 
cessful;  never  smoked  and  never  drank,  and  Mr.  Hurd  spoke  of  this 
particular  son  as  being  rather  successful  by  reason  of  that. 


119*2  Fenton  .T.  Hurd,  a  witness  called  by  and  on  behalf  of  the 
complainant,  in  rebuttal,  was  duly  sworn,  and  testified  as 
follows: 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

4/ 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  did  you  ever  tell  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer 

1193  that  vou  had  visited  vour  son  Bvron  but  once  after  your 
wife's  death?  A.  No  sir;  I  never  told  her  no  such  thing, 

because  I  did  visit  here  more  than  that. 

(}.  Were  you  at  any  time  engaged  to  he  married  to  Laura  R. 
Cramer? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal,  and  as  having 
been  fully  interrogated  upon  and  answered. 

A.  No  sir;  1  never  was  engaged  to  her.  In  all  my  acquaintance 
with  Mrs.  Cramer  the  subject  of  matjimony  was  never  mentioned 
but  once,  and  that  was  a  few  years  ago.  maybe  four  or  live.  She 
asked  me  if  1  would  marry  her.  and  I  said,  “No;  1  am  past 
eighty,  too  old  to  marry  anybody.  That  is  all  the  conversation 
that  ever  passed  between  us  in  regard  to  matrimony  while  1  was 
acquainted  with  her.  When  she  says  I  was  engaged  to  her.  that 
is  false. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  1904.  or  at  any  other  time,  write  to  Mrs.  Cramer  a 
long  letter,  making  a  proposition  that  she  should  marry  you  on 
your  return  from  the  West,  and  go  South? 

Mr.  Lester:  1  he  question  is  objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal 

examination,  the  matter  having  been  gone  into  fullv  in  chief. 

*  ’  *  • 

A.  No  sir:  I  never  did.  If  she  has  got  any  such  letter  as  that, 
it  is  a  forged  one,  for  I  never  had  no  notion  of  marrying  her. 

I  was  merely  a  boarder  with  her. 

Q.  Mr.  Ilurd.  Mrs.  Cramer  has  testified  in  this  case  that  she 
wrote  you  only  one  or  two  letters  signed  “Mary”,  and  that  she  did 
this  in  a  spirit  ol  fun,  to  please  you,  and  that  you  knew 

1194  they  did  not  come  from  Mary,  and  were  merely  amused 
by  them  and  laughed  at  them.  Is  that  true? 

Mr.  Lester :  The  question  is  objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal 
examination,  as  being  a  matter  upon  which  the  witness  was  fully 
interrogated  in  chief,  and  also  as  being  objectionable  in  form. 
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A.  sir;  it  is  not  tfue.  1  never  laughed  about  it  and  never 
uas  amused  by  the  letters.  The  letter's  she  wrote  to  me — and  die 

wrote  to  me  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  letters — I  never  considered 
jokes  or  laughable. 

< l  Mrs.  Cramer  has  also  testified  that  you  often  and  often  asked 
her  to  write  letters  for  you  from  Mary,  and  that  she  refused.  Please 
state  whether  this  is  a  fact? 


Mr.  Lester:  The  same  objection. 

A.  No;  I  don’t  think — what  was  it  you  said? 

(The  last  question  was  read  by  the  stenographer.) 

A.  No;  it  is  not  a  fact.  She  never  refused.  She  was  always 
willing  to  write  them. 

Q.  Please  state  whether  you  considered  any  letters  signed  “Marv” 
that  were  written  for  you  by  Laura  IL  Cramer,  to  be  merely  a  joke? 

Mr  Lester:  The  same  objection,  and  the  question  is  further 
o  »je(  ted  to  as  having  been  asked  and  answered  already. 

^  A.  No  sir;  I  did  not  consider  them  a  joke.  I  considered  them 

Cra.',"el'  at  the  ti.nie  she  wrote  these  letters  signed 

e  Kv .T.L!',ev  ”re  wnllm  111  »J  ■«  >*'• « - 

1195  Mr.  Lkstek:  Objected  to  as  being  a  proper  matter  for 
examination  chief,  as  having  been  ask-ed  and  answered 
and  ns  calling  for  a  conclusion  of  the  witness.  ’ 

A.  She  did  not  say  they  were  written  in  fun.  Thev  were  about 
as  serious  as  any  letters  could  be.  ' 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer  has  testified  that  you  sometimes  read  to  her  and 

wriltenTv  Mr'^bT1  fl™  ^  wife  Mary‘s thaf  we« 

No  ip*-  Please  state  whether  this  is  a  fact?  A 

etr  ni  Y  i  iSli  ever  showed  her  a  letter  that  Mrs.  Shafer 
up  I  don’t  . I  k  "n  "  ";rVte  t0  ™  «nd  I  used  to  tear  them 

wrote  for  me.  k  1  •ehowed  her  11  letter  "'at  Blanche  Shafer 

flam.  !:'r  ?*ate  whether  or  not  you  ever  showed  her  anv  letters 

SsaKt  £7 f™  >“  i»-  ><-  •«.  sh.t„?  r 

I. „„ a. ,„w„ Sl” l,"d 

ill"  ’“,el”nf "»  *')"«»  '■  objecied  u  a.  not 

b  ie.  | ion.  i \  e  to  nnv  question— as  volunteered  testimony. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 


1 


>en 


whithMrncmra'hou.hvo  rjrod'.ced  and  offered  in  evidence  two  letters 
Charles  a«  '  an(1.  which  she  says  you  sent  her  from  St 

1106  U,  190a  rSt  Charleas?  “'^P6  P°Stmarked  Member 

Q-  Yes  sir.  I  wish  you  would  look  at  those  letters  and 
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state  whether  or  not  you  sent  them  to  Mrs.  Cramer?  A.  (After 
examining  the  letters.)  I  don’t  see  where  I  have  signed  them. 

Q.  Did  you  send  these  letters?  A.  I  don’t  think  T  did.  T  don’t 
think  I  wrote  these  letters,  either.  My  name  ain’t  signed  to  none 
of  them,  either.  You  don’t  see  mv  name  signed  to  anv  of  them, 
do  you? 

Q.  No  sir.  A.  No  sir:  and  I  don’t  think  I  wrote  them  letters, 
either. 

Q.  The  question  is,  Mr.  Hurd,  whether  you  sent  those  letters  to 
Mrs.  Cramer  and  told  them  that  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  them?  A.  1 
don  t  think  I  ever  sent  them  to  her.  That  is  my  opinion  about  it. 
My  name  nin  t  signed  to  them,  in  any  way.  L  don’t  think  1  ever 
see  those  letters  before. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  Laura  R.  Cramer  that  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote 
you  those  letters?  A.  No:  I  never  told  her. 

Q.  Did  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  tell  you  that  any  letters  signed  “Mary” 
which  you  received  were  trash  and  nonsense? 


Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  rebuttal. 

A.  No  sir:  she  never  did  tell  me  any  such  thing.  We  always 
considered  them  good,  honest,  serious  letters. 

I  Db  Q.  On  the  Mondav  after  vou  were  taken  to  the  hospital 

while  sic  k  in  March,  DIO.  did  you  talk  with  Mrs.  Cramer  at 
the  hospital  about  the  Roach  notes?  A.  No  sir:  the  Roach  notes  was 
never  mentioned  there.  She  came  in  there  and  says.  “I low  do 
you  do?  T  said.  “Lh-liuh She  walked  right  out.  She  wasn’t 
in  there— well,  not  a  quarter  of  a  minute.  She  wasn’t  in  there 
half  a  minute.  She  turned  around  and  walked  right  out.  All  she 
said  to  me  was  “TTow  do  you  do?”  1  said,  “Uh-huh”  and  she 
turned  aiound  and  walked  out.  1  hat  is  all  the  conversation  there 
was  betwixt  us  at  that  time.  She.  I  suppose,  came  in  there  in 
hopes  to  find  me  dead,  as  she  had  l>een  poisoning  me.  trvin <>•  to 
kill  me.  * 

Q.  Did  you  get  up  a  story  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  engaged  to 
be  married  to  a  certain  judge  to  induce  your  relatives  to  think  that 
you  were  not  going  to  marry  her?  A.  No  sir:  1  never  did  T 
never  had  no  conversation  with  her  about  the  judge.  He  was 
there.  1  hardly  see  him.  T  never  had  no  conversation  about  it 
at  all,  whatever,  and  I  never  got  up  no  story  about  it.  nor  didn’t 
know  anything  that  happened  betwixt  them  whatever. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer  testifies  that  she  wrote  your  relatives  that  vou 
were  mean  and  stingy,  at  your  suggestion.  State  whether  thi« 
js  true.  A.  M  ell,  it  is  a  lie.  I  never  told  her  no  such  thin" 

to  tell  them  I  was  mean.  No  sir:  T  never  told  her  no  such  thing 
to  write.  •  ^ 

Q.  Tt  appears  that  on  February  26.  1010.  Mrs  Cramer  wrote  a 

II  OS  !!'  «VMrS  '  ">let  ITur-.l  in  which  she  said,  speaking  of 
1198  >ou.  Me  are  not  having  it  any  too  pleasant  with  this 

old  man.  lie  is  the  limit,  positively  too  contrary  to  live 
and  won  t  die.  Did  you  suggest  that  she  should  write  that  letter? 
A.  No  sir;  T  never  did.  T  didn’t  know  she  wrote  it 
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Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  call  on  Mr.  William  McNair  at  hi« 
'(Tice  at  the  Mate  Department  and  ask  him  to  urge  Mrs.  Cramer 
o  resign  from  the  Department,  and  say  to  him  that,  von  had  given 
her  some  money  and  intended  to  give  her  more  and  make  her 
lomfortable,  in  order  that  she  could  resign?  A.  No  sir-  I  never 
had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  McNair  about  her  resigning  JiU 

thhie  M«he  mid"6"  ne,Ver  ‘°  resign-  8he  had  '«>«  soft  a 

t  mg.  She  to  d  me  she  could  get  a  week  on  sick  list  anv  time 

>  c  V1?- a,  mm<  to’  she  said,  and  she  never  wanted  to  resio-n  Shp 
was  delighted  with  her  position  in  Gmgress  She  had  her  re,d 

1  "°  Chl  dre<Vn‘°  suPP°rt’  and  she  never  wanted  to  resign 

miv  i  ,!,1"  say,  Dongress”,  do  you  mean  the  State  Depart- 
muit.  A.  I  mean  wherever  she  worked,  yes.  in  the  State  Demri- 
nent,  and  she  told  me  how  she  managed  to  get  these  weeks' of 
sick  vacation.  She  had  a  doctor  in  Washington  where  she  would 
go  to  and  he  would  write  her  a  letter.  1 

Mr.  Bihnev  :  Objected  to  as  not  responsive  to  the  question  asked. 

■7 '  A,nd  would  write  her  a  letter  saving.  “Mrs  Cramer  is 
sick  and  unable  to  work  in  the  office.”,  and  die would  send  them  to 

1 191)  •'  wav  heSheU  <  lfVe  ‘7  a  wef,k’s  vacntion  on  sick  leave 

fi 2ss- 

and  1,6  "°U,d  her  these  vaca- 

a  iStei'froln 'vou ‘'Ihde.f  March 26  VqoS'Tf  ,m-d  °?e''ed  in  eviden«> 
'leHar  note,  and  also  a  letter  dated  April  2  SdiSd’tn'^f? 

ce  ” \vhich  shedsnav 0,  ler  datCd  ,APril  2-  addressed  to  “Dear 

.ce  which  she  says  you  gave  her  in  connection  with  that  note 

SSiM  vf  "'r1”  >• . .  -  »*s: 

concerning  1 110,1  ■  giving  her  a  note?  T  have  no  roe, .lie,, 

tion  of  ever  giving  her  a  note  of  any  description  "e<~ 

tersl  No  ""’Sf.  'et.ters?  A.  (After  reading  the  let- 

.,U  ‘  ’  1  la'e  110  re*ollection  of  ever  giving  her  my  note  at 

().  Have  you  any  recollection  of  that  letter  (indicating)  *  \ 

No  s  r;  not  a  bit  of  ,t  I.et  me  see.  (Reading  the  let  eis  )  Now 

A"  wl,at  T  ‘  ,ink  aU>"<  i*.  T  think  that  is  forged  T 
don  t  think  T  ever  wrote  that  letter  in  Cod’s  world.  In  the  firs?  place 

I  nc\ei  borrowed  a  dollar  of  her  in  the  world.  T  never  borrowed  a 

mlevof  her'  iZT  '">V  ^  T  had  11(1  oconrion  to  borrow 
of  ever  wriiino-  a  cturi0SIt/  anyway.  I  have  no  recollection 

7ol7‘  Vk  h.a  no,®>  and  T  never  borrowed  four  thousand 
1900  i7  7,her  'n  lfe-  That  is  a  darn  queer  thing.  What 
12  0  would  T  borrow  four  thousand  dollars  of  her  for?  I  had 

money  enough  of  my  own  without  borrowing  from  her  *  I 

never  borrowed  a  dollar  of  her  in  Cod’s  world.  T  believe  that  is  a 

forgery.  I  never  remember  borrowing  a  dollar  of  Mrs.  Cramer  in 

my  me.  1  had  no  occasion  to  borrow  of  her.  (Witness  reads  let- 
ISIS*  J 
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Mr.  Lester:  Mr.  Examiner,  while  waiting  for  the  witness  to 
read  this  letter,  please  note  that  in  accordance  with  what  Mr.  Ford 
spread  upon  the  record,  that  he  invited  me  to  interview  the  witness, 
Mr.  Fenton  J.  Ilurd.  T  requested  the  privilege  of  doing  so,  and  was 
refused. 

Mr.  Pierce.  Privately  and  alone. 

Mr.  Lester:  Yes;  that  was  Mr.  Ford’s  offer. 

Mr.  F  ori>:  Just  note  also  on  the  record  that  that  offer  was  made 
practically  three  months  ago. 

Mr.  Lester:  At  a  time  when  it  could  not  he  taken  advantage  of. 


'Phe  Witness  (after  reading  the  letter  of  March  2d,  1900)  :  That 
is  curious.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  transaction  whatever. 
I  don’t  think  1  ever  wrote  that  letter,  either.  1  don’t  think  that  is 
mv  writing.  No  sir;  I  don’t  think  1  ever  wrote  that  letter  at  all. 
That  is  my  opinion  about  it.  It  ain’t  my  writing. 

Q.  Mrs.  Cramer  also  produced  and  offered  in  evidence.  Mr.  Ilurd. 
a  letter  marked  “For  identification.  J.  A.  L.,  No.  4,”  dated  Wash¬ 
ington.  I>.  C.,  April  2,  1000,  addressed  to  Mr.  F.  .T.  Ilurd.  and 
signed  “Laura  IL  Cramer.”  She  stated  that  she  wrote  that  at  your 
dictation. 


1201  Mr.  Lester:  The  question  is  objected  to  as  impro|>erlv 
quoting  the  witness. 

(The  witness  reads  the  letter.) 

Q.  Now,  did  Laura  IL  Cramer  write  that  letter  at  your  dictation? 
A.  No  sir;  in  the  first  place,  she  never  had  my  note  for  four  thou- 
hand  dollars,  to  begin  with.  I  never  gave  her  my  note  in  my  life, 
in  no  shape  whatever.  I  never  gave  her  my  note.  I  had  no  occa¬ 
sion  to  give  her  my  note. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  transaction? 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  leading. 

A.  No  sir:  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  transaction  what¬ 
ever.  and  I  don’t  believe  there  ever  was  such  a  transaction,  either.  I 
never  gave  her  my  note,  nor  I  never  took  a  note  from  her.  AY  hat- 
cver  transaction  there  was  betwixt  her  and  me.  it  was  cash. 

Q.  It  has  been  intimated  or  suggested  by  Mrs.  Cramer  and  by 
certain  other  witnesses  on  her  behalf  that  the  statements  made  bv 
you  in  your  testimony  in  this  case.  Mr.  Ilurd.  have  been  made  be¬ 
cause  you  were  unduly  influenced  by  some  of  the  members  of  vour 
family?  A.  That  ain’t  so. 

Q.  T  wish  you  would  state  whether  there  has  been  any  attempt  at 
any  time,  by  any  person,  to  influence  your  testimony  in  any  regard? 
A.  Never  a  single  thing.  No  person  ever  dictated  or  insinuated  any¬ 
thing  for  me  to  swear  to  I  swore  to  what  was  true  and  nothing 
more,  and  T  never  was  influenced  by  anyone  what  to  say  in  any  of 
mv  testimony.  T  don’t  swear  to  what  people  tell  me  to  swear 

1202  to.  T  swear  to  what  T  think  is  true,  and  no  more. 
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Cross-examination. 


By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Mr.  Hurd,  a  minute  ago  you  said  that  when  Mrs.  Cramer  came 
to  the  hospital,  she  had  been  poisoning  you.  I  want  to  know  where 
sou  got  the  idea  that  she  had  been  poisoning  you? 

Mr.  Lord:  Objected  to  a*  not  pro{>er  cross  examination. 

A.  The  little  nurse  girl  said  she  had. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  way  you  got  the  information?  A.  No-  when 
my  son  he  is  a  physician— when  he  come  there  he  see  at  once  that 
been  poisoned,  and  he  went  right  to  giving  me  antidote-' 

0.  \ou  mean  your  grandson?  A.  Did  I  sav  my  son? 

n  ‘  •)'  1  Hlean  ,n-v  «randf(,n-  %  grandson  is  a  physician. 
0-  1  hen  it  was  your  nurse  and  your  grandson  who  told  you  you 
had  been  poisoned?  A.  Yes  sir.  J  J 

opinion?"'  ^  HUrd’  Wh°  was  to  benefit  b-v  your  death,  in  your 


Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  not  proper  cross  examination. 

A.  Well  I  would  like  to  tell  that  myself.  She  wanted  to  buv  a 
house  for  her  daughter,  and  wanted  me  to  get  the  money,  ten  thou- 
.  ®?nd  yiars.  and  I  sent  to  St.  Charles  and  told  a  banker 
there  to  send  me  a  draft  for  ten  thousand  dollars;  and  she 
said  she  would  buy  a  house,  and  would  give  me  a 'mortgage 
oi  ten  thousand  dollars  on  it.  I  had  got  through  giving  her  I  told 
her  I  had  given  her  all  the  money  I  thought  T  would;  so  that  if  she 
poisoned  me,  that  would  close  the  whole  thing  up,  and  if  she  would 
get  rid  of  me,  they  wouldn’t  have  no  evidence  to  prove  that  I  said 
she  was  to  give  me  a  mortgage. 

Q.  For  the  ten  thousand  dollars.  A.  For  the  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 


Q-  11°  >°u  mean  by  that  that  you  loaned  her  the  ten  thousand 
dollars r  A.  Ao;  I  just  gave  it  to  her  and  told  her  to  go  and  buv  the 
house.  J 

Q.  And  to  give  you  a  mortgage  for  it?  A.  She  said  she  would 
but  she  didn’t. 

^  Q.  Did  you  intend  that  she  should  give  you  a  mortgage  for  it?  A 
Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  intended  that  she  should  pay  vou  back  the  ten  thousand 
dollars?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  And  it  was  with  that  understanding  that  vou  gave  her  the  ten 
•  thousand  dollars?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q,  Then  you  thought  if  you  died  there  would  be  no  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  she  had  borrowed  the  ten  thousand  dollars?  A 
1204  That  is  it  exactly. 

Q.  By  your  will  Mrs.  Cramer  would  not  have  gotten  any¬ 
thing,  would  she?  A.  No. 

Q.  Whereas  your  son  and  your  grandson  would,  would  they  not? 
A.  Yes:  they  would  get  what  T  had  left,  what  T  had  not  given  to  her. 

1  had  given  her  most  all  I  had.  There  was  only  forty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  left.  I  had  given  her  more  than  I  had  left. 
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Q.  Did  you  talk  over  these  matters  with  Mr.  Ford  yesterday 
morning?  A.  No. 

Q.  Did  lie  talk  with  you  vesterdav  al>out  your  testimony  today9 
A.  No.  ...  j 

Mr.  Ford:  Perhaps  he  does  not  know  who  you  mean. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  You  know  who  Mr.  Ford  is,  don't  you?  A.  One  of  these  men 
here? 

Q.  Yes;  the  gentleman  who  has  l>een  asking  you  questions?  A. 
No;  T  have  just  been  telling  what  1  knew. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  you  vesterdav?  A.  1  don’t  recollect  that  he 
did. 

Q.  You  would  recollect  if  he  had  done  so?  A.  Yes;  I  guess  so. 
Q.  He  did  not  ask  you  about  anv  of  these  matters  vesterdav?  A. 
No  sir. 

1205  Q.  And  he  did  not  this  morning?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Nor  did  Mr.  Pierce  go  over  any  of  these  matters  with 

vou  vesterdav?  A.  Who  is  Mv.  Pierce? 

•  %/ _  • 

.1.  This  nice  looking  gentleman  here  (indicating)?  A.  1  don’t 
rememl>er  that  he  did:  no. 

Q.  Nobody  has  talked  with  you  about  your  testimony  today  or 
yesterday?  A.  No. 

1206  Dr.  Lee  M.  TIurd,  a  witness  called  bv  and  on  behalf  of 
the  complainant  in  rebuttal,  was  duly  sworn  and  testified  as 

follows: 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Doctor,  you  have  already  been  examined  as  a  witness  in  this 
case?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  believe  you  testified  that  you  reached  Washington  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  telegram  received  from  Mrs.  Cramer  on  the  evening  of 
March  11th?  A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Did  you,  in  the  course  of  that  evening,  have  a  conversation 
with  Mrs.  Cramer,  after  the  doctors  left  that  night,  in  which  you 
said  to  her  “Mrs.  Cramer,  it  is  too  bad  you  have  called  in  a  doctor 
so  hurriedly  and  did  not  let  him  die,  since  he  is  anxious  to  die;  it 
would  have  saved  us  all  lots  of  trouble  and  expense”?  A.  I. 

1207  never  made  such  a  statement. 

Q.  Did  you  say  that  in  substance?  A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  what  you  did  on  receipt  of  the  telegram  from  Mrs. 
Cramer. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal,  as  the  matter  was 
gone  into  in  chief,  and  as  a  reopening  of  the  case. 

A.  I  started  for  Washington  on  the  next  train  I  could  get.  Be¬ 
fore  leaving  Jersey  City,  1  telegraphed  Mrs.  Cramer  to  meet  Dr.  Wall 
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and  do  everything  possible  for  my  grandfather.  I  also  telegraphed 
a  to  hi  touch  with  Dr.  \\  all  ainh  do  everything  pos¬ 
sible  for  my  grand  father.  My  wife  accompanied  me  to  the  sta¬ 
tion,  and  just  as  I  was  leaving  she  said,  “Don't  trust  Mrs.  Cramer, 
lou  know  what  we  have  said  about  her  all  the  time."  Up  to  that 
time  I  had  been  warned  to  be  on  my  guard,  and  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  under  the  circumstances  that  as  soon  as  I  reached 
there  I  had  gotten  Dr.  Wall  in  consultation  and  discharged  what 
was  reported  to  be  a  disreputable  doctor,  and  put  a  reputable  doc¬ 
tor  m  tins  case,  it  does  not  look  like  I  would  make  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  Lester:  The  answer  is  objected  to  as  attempting  to  set  forth 
the  contents  of  a  written  document,  as  being  hearsav,  incompetent 
and  immaterial,  and  as  not  being  rebuttal. 

1208  Q.  The  defendant  Cramer  has  offered  in  evidence  what 
purports  to  be  a  record  of  the  proceedings  resulting  in  your 
appointment  as  a  conservator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  J. 
Hurd  by  the  Probate  Court  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  Will  you 

state  the  circumstances  under  which  that  appointment  was  obtained 

ov  vou : 

«/  •/ 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  being 
clearly  matters  which  should  have  been  brought  out  in  chief,  if  at 

all,  as  reopening  the  case,  and  as  incompetent;  and  a  motion  is 
made  to  suppress  the  same. 

I„ini.ha\.'“y  S^nd  futher’s  puwe,.  „f  attorney  to  transact  the 

'  ^  ,n' .  My  u0U"'f  :le0U  ed  thal  «rs‘  1  -0*ouM  take  the  legal 
steps  to  have  him  declared  incompetent  on  the  strength  of  what 

he  had  been  doing  and  Ins  general  mental  condition.  I  consulted 
the  attorneys,  Walsh  and  Wright,  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut  and 
p  aced  the  case  before  them,  and  they  went  through  the  legal  forms 
Mi  grandfather  was  served,  and  he  said  he  had  absolutely  no  ob  ec- 
lon  to  this  conservatorship  as  long  as  1  was  appointed  guardian. 

lor  the  hearing  I  appeared  in  the  Probate  Court 
ith  my  attorney.  He  presented  the  case  and  the  Probate  Judire 
swore  me  and  asked  me  the  circumstances.  I  went  over  the  situa- 

1000  t101,'  fr°m  beginning  to  end,  and  the  Judge  turned  around 

120J  and  read  it  into  the  record  in  his  own  words,  which  I  there- 

Mr  FJZe  T'lT  T  my  testim,<m-v-  The  ^adge  had  asked  me  if 
Mi.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  a  resident  of  Connecticut.  I  said  he  had 

been  there  for  several  weeks  and  had  declared  himself  to  be  a  resi 

dent  of  the  State,  that  his  intention  was  to  remain  there  the  rest' 

f  Ills  days.  The  Judge  asked  me  if  he  had  ever  been  there  be- 

or.  I  told  him  he  had  visited  me  a  couple  of  times,  once  three 

years  before  and  once  two  years  before,  for  two  or  three  weeks  The 

Judge,  on  his  own  instruction,  said  he  had  been  a  resident  off  and 

'  . °*  I™'"'1  •»  S 

•  yfr-  LfTER:  The  answer  is  objected  to  as  being  immaterial  and 
relevant,  as  not  being  rebuttal,  as  attempting  to  contradict  a  Wal 
record,  a.id  as^containing  hearsay.  A  motion  is  made  to  suppS 
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By 


Mr.  Foro: 


Q.  Had  your  grandfather  at  that  time  told  you  he  intended  to 
remain  in  Greenwich? 


Mr.  Lester :  Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  irrelevant,  as  calling 
for  hearsay  evidence,  and  as  being  a  matter  upon  which  the  witness 
has  already  testified. 

A.  Yes  sir. 


Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Dr.  Ford,  did  you  visit  vour  grandfather  in  Washington  in 
1903?  A.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  not  being  rebuttal. 

1210  Q.  What  part  of  the  year?  A.  It  was  before  Faster.  I 
would  make  it  the  early  spring,  somewhere  in  the  latter  part 
of  February  or  March. 

Q.  Where  was  he  living  at  the  time?  A.  lie  was  living  in  a 
boarding  house  kept  by  Mrs.  Stiekney. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  number  of  tbe  house?  A.  No*  I 
couldn't  tell. 

Q  Do  you  remember  what  street  it  was  on?  A.  No  sir:  \  don’t 
believe  I  could  tell  you  positively  the  street. 

Q.  When  wa>  the  first  time  you  saw  him  at  the  apartments  of 
the  defendant  Cramer? 


Mr.  Lester.  The  same  objection.  I  his  is  matter  in  chief  upon 
which  the  witness  has  been  fully  interrogated. 

A.  In  February,  1910.  It  was  Lincoln's  Birthday.  I  don't  re¬ 
member  the  date.  I  think  it  is  the  12th. 

Q.  Examine  the  three  letters  I  now  hand  vou,  and  state  whether 
or  not  they  are  in  your  grandfather’s  handwriting?  A.  Yes. 

Q.  1  liese  letters  are  addressed  to  Ford  W\  Cramer.  Do  you  know 

whether  or  not  they  were  ever  mailed?  A.  No;  thev  were  never 
mailed. 

wii  ^  Why  not?  A.  I  held  them  up.  I  might  say  that 
1211  my  power  of  conservatorship  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  gives 

doings  me  COntro1  l>ers°n  over  his  mail  and  personal 

Mr.  Birnev:  The  latter  part  of  the  answer,  giving  the  authoritv 
conveyed  by  the  letters  ot  conservation,  is  objected  to. 

By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  W  hv  did  you  hold  those  up.  Doctor? 

nofbeinLgE«butta?bieC'ed  '°  immnterM  a,1<l  irrele'«nt  and  as 

A.  Because  I  didn’t  care  to  have  tny  grandfather  in  correspon- 
dence  null  anybody  connected  with  tbe  Cramer  family.  P 
Q.  There  is  one  question  I  failed  to  ask  vou,  Doctor  At  anv 
time  during  the  evening  of  March  11th.  when  you  had  a  convert 
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hon  wnh  Mrs.  Cramer,  were  either  her  son  Ford  Cramer  or  the  wife 
of  hord  Cramer  present?  A.  After  the  consolation  of  the  doctors. 
Mrs.  (  ram er  and  \  were  in  the  dining  room  the  rest  of  the  evening* 
and  neither  Ford  Cramer  nor  his  wife  came  in  the  room.  They  were 

out  of  the  house  early  in  the  evening,  and  I  don’t  remember  seeing 
them  come  back.  * 

1212  By  Mr.  Ford: 

Q.  Doctor  Hurd,  examine  the  papers  I  now  show  you  and  tell 
me  whether  or  not  they  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

Mr.  Lester:  Objected  to  as  irrelevant  and  incompetent,  and  as 
not  being  rebuttal  examination. 

A.  Y«?s  sir;  one  letter  is  written  on  a  letter  on  which  my  father 
has  written  on  one  side  and  my  grandfather  on  the  other  side  It 
is  evidently  a  letter  of  mv  grandfather’s. 

Mr.  Form:  J  offer  in  evidence  all  thee  letters  of  Fenton  J.  Ilnrd 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  from  Myron  Hurd.  The  letter  of 

J  e",on  '■  Rurd  011  "'0  '«<<*  of  the  one  of  Byron  Hurd  is  included 
in  the  offer. 

Mr.  Fester :  Objected  to  as  immaterial,  incompetent  and  ir 
'  '  v1'  not  l>eing  rebuttal  examination,  as  reopening  the  entire 

ever  I  win  ?l  decla™tio"s.  if  they  have  any  value  what- 

\er.  I  mil  ask  counsel  for  what  purpose  he  offers  those  letters. 

Tanmirv  UtD:i  Jno  T't*  nrQ  "'U''’  Particularly  those  between 
January  1st.  1899  and  January  1-t.  1904,  as  showing  the  place  of 

residence  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd  in  the  city  of  Washington  during  those 

moil v "of  the 1 def  S0,i  f,T'p !lw  '?ftere’  and  as  rebutting  the  testi- 

hat  Fenton  Tt  'i  0ramer  and  “‘her  witnesses  in  her  behalf 
tli.it  Unton  J.  Hurd  was  hoarding  with  her  at  anv  time  during 

contend  ^  fir  n  Ul  **  ^  tIie  letters  are  concerned,  the 

eonteriK  so  far  as  they  are  relevant  or  material  to  the  issues  raised 

121.1  Mr.  Fester:  Mill  counsel  please  tell  me  for  what  purpose 
the  so  called  other  letters  are  offered?  * 

eiicoto  them.  T  ,,,>  n°'  '°-mi,ke  anv  f,,rfher  statemcnt  with  refer- 

Mr.  Fester:  Then  the  objection  is  renewed  and  the  further 
objection  is  made  to  those  letters,  which  he  savs  are  particukrlv 

idifhewil.^/'r0'  vhmv  rv  su<h  'hinff.  and  I  will  Kut 
offered  _‘for  a  paHiclr  ^ffer^™  Wh,°h  **  ”**  *" 

-  IV.  I  ord.  I  have  no  statement  to  make. 

f The  letters  referred'to  T'fiT  ™d?  1°  SUpPress  the  depo.sition. 
Nos.  75  to  86  inch”)  ^  heTew'th'  marked  “Exhibit  A.  H. 

Bv  Mr.  Ford: 

to  Bie^efendmi^rarn^and  alsMo^r^Mawn^o^llSrch"^^^^ 

after  receiving  the  tele.gram  from  the  defendant Cw/iSfaJ 
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you  of  the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Kurd.  Examine  the  papers  I  now 
show  you  and  state  whether  or  not  those  are  copies  of  those  tele¬ 
grams?  A.  Yes  sir. 

1214  Mr.  Ford:  I  will  ask  that  the  Commissioner  copy  these 
into  the  record. 

Mr.  Lester:  We  make  the  same  objections. 

(The  copies  of  telegrams  are  its  follows:) 


Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer. 

M  ill  arrive  at  seven 
all  possible. 


“Jersey  City,  N.  J..  Mar.  11/10. 
1300  Mass.  Ave,  Wash.,  D.  C. : 
have  wired  Dr.  Mason  to  have  Dr.  Wall  do 

L.  M.  HURD.” 


“Jersey  City,  X.  .T.,  Mar.  11/10. 
Dr.  Wm.  B.  Mason.  1812  Conn.  Ave.,  Wadi.,  D.  C. : 

Mr.  Hurd  dying  see  Wall  and  get  busy  I  arrive  at  seven  ten. 

LEE  M.  HURD.” 

Cross-examination. 

Bv  Mr.  Lester: 

Q.  Dr.  Hurd,  when  did  you  see  your  grandfather  last? 
1215  A.  Last  August,  or  perhaps  the  first  week  in  September. 

Q.  M  as  that  the  occasion  on  which  testimony  was  taken 
in  \\  hallonsburg?  A.  That  was  part  of  the  time,  yes. 

Q.  I  mean  you  went  there  at  that  time?  A.  I  was  there  before 
that  time,  and  I  stayed  over.  I  went  to  Maine  for  two  weeks,  and 
came  back  there  for  a  few  days.  Then  1  came  back  here,  and  I 
have  not  seen  him  since. 

1210  Q.  You  have  not  been  up  there  since?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  A\  ere  you  at  \\  hallonsburg  since  he  went  there,  except 
on  the  two  occasions  you  have  just  mentioned?  A.  Xo,  sir. 

Q.  M  liy  did  you  tell  your  grandfather  lie  had  been  poisoned  bv 
strychnine?  A.  1  don't  believe  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  he  testified  on  yesterday  that  you  did?  A. 
Maybe  he  did.  I  don’t  rememlier. 

T  Q.  you  if  you  know  he  testified  to  that  on  yesterday?  A. 

Xo.  sii  .  I  don  t  know  what  he  testified  to  in  detail  yesterday. 

Q.  Have  you  been  told  that  be  testified  on  yesterday  that  "lie  had 
been  poisoned  by  strychnine  at  Mrs.  Cramers?  A.  Xo.  sir. 

Q;  P1(|  .vou  OI)  did  you  not  tell  him  so?  A.  I  don’t  think  I  did. 
I  might  ha\e  said  thK  much,  that  he  had  suspected  and  asked  me 
about  it  afterwards.  Ho  had  sot  ton  the  notion  and  said  lie  had 
lieen  poisoned,  and  F  told  liim  the  situation,  that  lie  had  been  over- 
stimulated  with  strychnine. 

Q.  Did  you  not  tell  him  that  you  proceeded  or  had  the  doctor 
whom  you  called,  proceed,  to  give  him  antidotes  for  strychnine 
poisoning?  A.  Xo,  sir. 
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101-  •  ^0U  not  bbn  anything  of  that  sort?  A.  No, 

,  .  4  .  Q;  ^ere  you  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  been  poisoned 
>v  strychnine.  A.  I  don  t  believe  I  could  improve  on  what  I  said 
before— that  he  was  highly  overstimulated,  and  that  it  would  have 
taken  very  little  more  strychnine  to  kill  him. 

Q.  Ihd  you  ever  read  of  the  effects  of  strychnine?  A.  Yes,  sir. 

I.  hen  was  your  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  vour  testi¬ 
mony  in  the  court  in  Greenwich  did  not  correspond  with  the  testi- 
irnmy  in  this  ease?  A.  It  never  was  railed  to  my  attention  that  it 
did  not  correspond  with  the  testimony  in  this  case. 

(}■  W  hen  was  your  attention  called  to  the  fact  that  you  testified 
here  as  you  have  testified  to-day.  that  he  lived  with  you  off  and  on 

.i  f"')1',  '  ,f,)r.  a  »'»»her  of  years?  A.  My  attention  was  drawn 
to  he  fact  that  after  my  examination  in  chief,  you  had  made  a  great 
dea  of  his  residence,  which  left  me  high  and  drv.  with  no  wav  of 
explaining  that  point,  and  by  introducing  the  certified  copv.  it  gave 
mean  opportunity  to  explain  what  the  situation  was. 

<■  T'est'on  was,  when  your  attention  was  called  to  that.  A 

loie  said  right  after  my  examination  in  chief. 

Z  *  Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  Exhibit  4  with  the  answer 

a  transcript  of  the  record  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Greenwich 

and  ask  you  to  read,  first  the  petition,  on  page  1  of  that  and  slaVe 
if  that  corresponds  with  your  recollection  of  what  you  signed  in  that 
<ase.  A.  (After  reading  the  paper.)  Yes  *ir 

nc  ition^dld^/^t^V611  •y0U.("'hat  ,0."'rite  'vhen  yon  signed  ".a. 
sign. i°n  ?  A*  N°'  fflr;  U  Was  fflven  me  b.v  the  attorney  to 

Q.  Tn  that  petition  you  say: 

in<lSrtdistrict’’r',ra  haS  Pr°Perty  !",d  n  mei<lent  of  Greenwich. 

A.  Y es,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  had  he  been  a  resident  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Ford:  Objected  to  as  immaterial. 

A  From  the  time  I  brought  him  there.  I  think  it  was  March 
to  he  there""  remen,ber  {he  (]nte-  U(‘  h<id  declared  his  residence 

record1  and  n^k’Tf ,Pi'Ke  /  <>f  the  ('erlified  copy  of  transcript  of 
\  Yes  sir  k  f  '  'S  "hat  •vou  s"'ore  t0  in  'hose  proceedings. 

Q.  In  this  affidavit,  you  said -  A  That  i«  nnt  on 

O  What  i«  it  9  \  *  rr,  .  .  .  *Xm  liiar  18  n°t  an  affidavit. 

T,i/’  rfVj  1  '  ,  bbat  ls  tbe  t'ourt  record,  that  the  Probate 
Judge  dictated  to  the  stenographer  of  the  court 

Q.  \ou  signed  it,  did  you  not?  A.  Yes.  sir:  I  said  I  signed 
1219  ft  You  swore  to  it.  did  you  not?  A.  Yes.  sir. 
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Q.  Nevertheless,  you  swore  to  it?  A.  The  court  made  a  state¬ 
ment.  I  did  not  presume  to  contradict  or  interrogate  the  court  on 
what  they  wished  to  put  in  the  record. 

Q.  My  question  was,  was  or  not  it  true?  A.  I  have  answered  the 
question. 

Q.  Was  it  or  not  true?  A.  I  have  answered  your  question.  I 
have  told  you  how  it  hap]»ened. 

Q.  My  question  was,  was  not  that  true?  A.  I  say  that  the  judge 
dictated  that  to  the  stenographer,  and  I  signed  it.  I  did  not  pre¬ 
sume  to  contradict  the  court.  I  didn't  know  what  the  laws  were  as 
to  resideneeship  or  anything  of  the  kind  at  that  time.  I  have  since 
found  out  that  a  mere  intent  was  sufficient. 


Q.  A  on  have  told  us  that  two  or  three  times.  A.  That  is  all  I 
care  to  tell  vou. 

Q  Mv  question  was,  was  or  was  not  that  true?  A.  I  have  told 
you.  T  have  answered  you  three  or  four  times. 

Q.  Do  you  decline  to  answer  the  question?  A.  Yes,  sir. 
1*2*20  Q.  Then  I  shall  require  you  to  come  to  Washington,  if 
the  Court  see  fit  to  make  you  do  so,  and  answer  it.  Q.  I 
have  answered  it  three  or  four  times. 

Q.  No:  you  have  not  answered  it.  A.  T  have  told  you  two  or 
three  times  that  the  judge - 

Q.  T  have  not  asked  you  that.  Was  it  true  that  your  grandfather 
had  been  living  with  you  off  and  on  for  about  five  or  six  vears  prior 
to  this  statement? 


Mr.  Pierce:  Just  allow  the  stenographer  to  read  the  question  and 
answer  before,  and  you  will  see  that  the  witness  has  answered  it. 
(The  stenographer  read  from  the  testimony  of  the  witness.) 

Mr.  Pierce:  Tie  has  said  it  was  not  true. 


Bv  Mr.  Pester: 


Q-  ^mv-  having  heard  your  counsel,  T  will  ask  you  if  you  con¬ 
firm  his  statement.  A.  T  think  1  have  answered  the  question  suf¬ 
ficient  lv. 

Q.  Had  he  or  had  he  not  been  living  with  you  off  and  on  for 
about  five  or  six  years  prior  to  April  16.  1010?  A.  Tie  had  been 
living  with  me  three  weeks  and  had  visited  me  twice  before  that. 
That  is  the  statement  T  made  to  the  Probate  Judge. 

Q.  He  had  not  then  been  living  with  vou  off  and  on  for  five  or 
six  years,  had  he?  A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Then  that  statement  in  this  court  record,  as  you  call  it.  is  un¬ 
true.  is  it  not?  A.  It  is  simply  what  the  Probate  Judge  dictated 
into  the  record. 

1*2*21  Q.  The  question  is  whether  it  is  correct  or  not,  A.  It 
is  up  to  the  Judge.  Do  you  want  to  bring  him  here? 

Q.  Aon  know  it  is  not  correct?  A.  T  have  said  it  was  not  cor¬ 
rect. 


Q.  Nevertheless,  you  swore  to  it?  A.  T  was  not  going  to  dictate 
to  the  Probate  Judge  what  the  phraseology  should  be. 

Q.  Do  we  understand  by  that  that  you  were  ready  to  swear  to 
anything  the  Probate  Judge  put  in  the  record?  A.  It  seems  to  me 
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I  have  no  right  to  tell  him  what  he  shall  do  and  what  he  shall  not 

1222  Q.  Then  whatever  he  would  have  put  in  there  vou  would 
have  sworn  to.  do  you  mean?  A.  I  told  him  the  situation 

right  there111  ^  1Ilfor,1,al  way>  and  he  Put  ]t  dowih  and  1  signed  it 

Q.  And  whatever  else  he  might  have  put  in  it,  you  would  have 
been  idling  to  sign  it,  would  you?  A.  I  spoke  to  Judge  Russell 
withm  a  week,  and  he  says  he  don’t  remember  ever  putting  such  a 
stakunent  in.  It  was  something  he  did  not  intend  to  make  that 

*7  * 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  have  been  told  that  it  was  necessary 

lie  St!f°  aPfPp  F  01  rm)r<!  U.lat  •vour  g*ind-father  was  a  resident  of 
the  ^tate  of  Connecticut  before  you  could  be  appointed?  A.  I  Wa« 

simply  told  that  he  should  he  a  resident,  and  grand  father  said  it 
was  las  intention  to  remain  there  the  rest  of  his  life. 

:sTEIVi  -T  ohle},{  t0  tI,e  answer  of  the  witness  which  attempts 
to  relate  something  ins  grandfather  said  to  him. 

A.  What  is  the  question? 

•  understand  T  am  not  asking  you  to  tell  me  what  vour 

grandfather  said,  don  t  you?  A.  I  thought  that  was  the  last. 

t The  question  was  read,  as  follows:) 

fl‘ Is  "  n,,t  a  fact  tl,n*  Jou  have  been  told  that  it  was  necessary 
t  '  a!’|,ear  "f  ‘luit  your  grandfather  was  a  resident  ofthe 

‘  la,e  of  ^""lecticut  before  you  could  he  appointed?” 

I  'ORD:  1  ?uhmit  the  question  lias  been  answered. 

1223  Mr'  Lestek:  11  I  «mply  objected  to  his  addenda. 

By  Mr.  Lester: 

<>.  By  whom  were  you  told  lie  had  to  be  a  resident  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  A.  My  attorney.  1  ,ne  btak 

C.  Wliat  attorney?  A.  Judge  WaLsli 

JJ-  J’rZ  not"  ,0'\  ‘v  ■  "°U  Si«ned  an  affidi>vit  stating  that  he 
na.  uni  jou  not!  A.  No  sir;  mv  grandfather  had  alre-idv  tnl.l 

me  lie  intended  to  remain  the  rest  of  bis  days  with  me.  ‘  d 

Mr.  Lester :  I  object  to  the  statement  of  the  witness  as  not  beine 
lesponstye  to  the  question,  and  as  being  hearsay.  We  will  discom 
tinne  hero  cross  examining. 

VtlA  in  ‘he  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  admit  that 

aH*  "•  -- «  nft  sz » 

Mr.  Hurd  was  a  spintualist  in  lielief  and  informed  me  his  belief 
1  ad  been  a  great  comfort  to  him.  He  bad  given  a  "reat  deal  nf 
thought  and  consideration  to  religious  subject-  and  beliefs  ami  di° 

<  usscd  them  with  the  same  intelligence  with  which  he  discussed 
ti  er  subjects.  He  stated  that  whether  his  belief  was  i  un  l  orT. 

>t  bad  given  l„m  satisfaction  and  comfort  and  he  was  coi  ent  with  it 
And  attorneys  for  the  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer  ad m  Stat 
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in  the  affidavit  of  Louise  C.  Hitch  ins,  accompanying  the  answer  of 
said  defendant,  Laura  R.  Cramer,  liled  in  this  cause,  are  contained 
these  words: 

I  knew  that  Mr.  Ilurd  was  a  spiritualist,  and  he  told  me  he  had 
Income  a  spiritualist  when  a  young  man,  before  his  marriage,  and 
that  his  wife  was  also  a  spiritualist.  1  am  not  of  that  faith,  and 
tried  to  argue  him  out  of  it,  but  lie  was  sincere  in  his  views.  Mr. 
Hurd,  on  a  number  of  occasions,  talked  with  me  of  his  personal  rela¬ 
tions  with  his  family,  mentioning  particularly  his  son,  Byron  Ilurd. 
and  his  grandson.  Lee  M.  Ilurd,  and  the  latter's  wife  and  children. 

Attorneys  for  the  plaintiff  admit  that  the  letter  of  March  *26. 
1906,  marked,  for  identification,  Exhibit  .1.  A.  L.  No.  9,  addressed 
to  “My  dear  friend,  Mrs.  Cramer,"  and  signed  “F.  .1.  Ilurd,"  is  in 
the  handwriting  of  Fenton  .1.  Ilurd,  and  also  that  the  two  letters 
dated  April  *2,  1906,  one  to  “Mv  friend  Ross."  and  the  other  to 
“Dear  Lee,”  marked  for  identification,  respectively,  Exhibits  .1.  A. 
L.  Nos.  f>  and  7.  together  with  the  envelopes  enclosing  them,  marked 
for  identification,  respectively,  Exhibits  .1.  A.  L.  Nos.  6  and  8.  are 
all  in  the  handwriting  of  Fenton  .1.  Ilurd. 


1  *2*25 


Opinion. 

Filed  September  *26,  191*2. 


The  principal  relief  sought  by  the  lull  in  this  case  is  the  setting 

aside  of  certain  “transfers"  of  money  made  bv  Fenton  J.  Ilurd  to 

«  •/ 

the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer.  The  grounds  upon  which  the 
Court  is  asked  to  act  mav  be  briefiv  stated  to  be.  first,  that  Ilurd 
was  mentally  incapable  of  managing  his  business  affairs  during  the 
period  covered  by  these  “transfers"  or  gifts  and  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
exercised  a  dominating  influence  over  him  ;  second,  that  said  “trans¬ 
fers"  or  gifts  were  procured  from  him  by  Mrs.  Cramer  by  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  undue  influence,  and.  that,  third,  they  were  procured  hv 
fraud  on  her  part,  the  fraud  being  alleged  in  the  fact  that  Ilurd 
was  a  believer  in  Spiritualism,  which  fact  was  known  to  Mrs.  Cramer; 
that  she  falsely  pretended  to  be  a  Spiritualist,  i.  e.  Medium,  and 
presented  him  with  communications  which  she  represented  to  come, 
and  which  he  believed  came,  from  his  deceased  wife,  and  which  con¬ 
tained  suggestions  and  requests  that  he  place  large  sums  of  money 
in  her  hands,  wherebv  she  obtained  from  him  the  money  sought  to 
l>e  recovered.  The  prayers  of  the  bill  are  that  the  “transfers”  of 
money  be  set  aside  because  of  the  alleged  fraud  and  undue  influ¬ 
ence;  that  the  defendant  Cramer  be  decreed  to  hold  such  moneys  in 
trust  for  Hurd  and  required  to  pay  over  the  same  with  interest 
from  the  date  of  its  receipt;  that  moneys  on  deposit  in  the  defendant 
Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  Mrs.  Cramer  and  any  notes  held  by 
the  Company,  be  decreed  to  belong  to  Ilurd;  that  a  receiver  be 
appointed  to  take  possession  of  all  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
1*2*26  the  Trust  Company  to  the  credit  of  Mrs.  Cramer  and  all 
notes  in  the  possession  of  either  of  them;  for  discovery  from 
the  Trust  Company;  for  an  injunction,  and  for  general  relief. 
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The  answer  of  Mi's.  Cramer  denies  the  mental  incapacity  of  Hurd 
and  avers  his  full  capability  of  managing  his  affairs.  It  admits 
that  she  had  influence  with  Ilurd.  hut  denies  that  it  was  undue  or 
dominating  and  avers  that  it  arose  from  the  strong  affection  he  had 
tor  her  and  which  she  had  earned  by  giving  him  the  care  of  a 
daughter  for  many  years.  She  admits  "that  he  was  a  spiritualist  and 
believed  that  he  received  communication-  from  his  dead  wife,  but 
denies  that  she  ever  acted  the  part  of  a  medium  or  ever  pretended 
or  asserted  the  powers  of  one,  or  gave  him  any  communications  pur¬ 
porting  to  come  from  his  wife.  She  admits  he  made  her  gifts  of 
money  but  avers  such  gifts  were  voluntary  and  inspired  by  the  af¬ 
fectionate  care  she  had  shown  him  for  years,  and  were  in  pursuance 
of  a  settled  policy  to  provide  for  her,  which  he  had  frequently  ex¬ 
pressed. 

At  the  outset,  the  jurisdiction  of  Equity  to  grant  the  relief  sought 
is  specifically  challenged  by  the  answer  of  Mrs.  Cramer  and  insisted 
upon  by  her  counsel  both  in  the  oral  argument  and  in  the  filed 
briefs.  It  is  contended  that  plaintiff  has  a  full,  adequate  and  com¬ 
plete  remedy  at  law,  the  bill  seeking,  in  its  last  analysis,  simply  to 
recover  sums  of  money  alleged  to  have  been  procured  bv  the  exercise 
of  fraud  and  undue  influence  practiced  upon  one  of  ’ failing  men¬ 
tality.  The  recovery,  it  is  contended,  if  warranted  by  the  facts, 
could  he  had  in  the  common  law  action  of  deceit  or  for 
1*227  money  had  and  received  by  defendant  which  she,  ex  aequo 

et  bono,  was  under  a  quasi  contractual  obligation  to  return 
to  the  donor. 

The  general  rule  controlling  the  answer  to  this  objection  is  laid 
down  for  the  Federal  Courts  by  Section  1(1,  of  the  Judiciary  Act  of 
1  < S J,  which  pio\ ides:  that  suits  in  equity  shall  not  be  sustained 
in  either  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  any  case  where  ade¬ 
quate  and  complete  relief  can  l>e  had  at  law.”  The  reason  of  the 
rule  is  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Campbell,  in  Hipp  vs.  Babin,  19  How. 
2/1.  \\  hene\ er  a  court  of  law  is  competent  to  take  cognizance 

of  a  right,  and  has  power  to  proceed  to  a  judgment  which  affords 
a  plain,  adequate  and  complete  remedy,  without  the  aid  of  a  court 
of  equity,  the  plaintiff  must  proceed  at  law,  because  the  defendant 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  a  trial  by  jury.” 

Pomeroy  in  his  work  on  Equity  jurisprudence  (Third  Edition. 
Yol.  1,  p.  216)  states  the  rule  as  follows:  “Even  when  the  cause 
of  action  based  upon  a  legal  right,  does  involve  or  present,  or  is 
connected  with,  some  particular  feature  or  incident  of  the  same 
kind  as  those  over  which  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  ordinarily  ex¬ 
tends,  such  as  fraud,  accounting  and  the  like,  still,  if  the  legal 

e  \  b\  t) c  tion  and  pecuniary  judgment  for  debt  or  damages 
would  be  complete,  sufficient  and  certain,  that  is,  would  do  full 
justice  to  the  litigant  parties  in  the  particular  case,  the  concurrent 
jurisdiction  of  equity  does  not  extend  to  such  case.  For  example, 
whenever  an  action  at  lawr  will  furnish  an  adequate  remedy,  equitv 
does  not  assume  jurisdiction  because  an  accounting  is  demanded  or 

62— 2488a  . 
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needed,  nor  because  the  ea.-e  involves  or  arises  from  fraud; 

1*228  nor  because  a  contribution  is  sought  from  persons  jointly 

indebted,  nor  even  to  recover  money  held  in  trust  where  an 
action  lor  money  had  and  received  will  lie.” 

Main  illustrations  are  given  by  -dr.  l’omeroy  of  this  rule  and 
many  cases  are  cited  in  the  notes  covering  the  foregoing  quotations 
which  iully  sustain  the  text.  It  is.  however,  unnecessary  to  go  be¬ 
yond  the  decisions  ot  the  Courts  controlling  this  jurisdiction  to 

lind  opposite  and  decisive  applications  of  the  rule  to  facts  not  dis¬ 
similar  with  those  presented  by  the  present  case. 

In  the  case  of  Caines  vs.  Miller,  111  l  .  S.,  395,  the  Court  said: 
*\\  henever  one  person  has  in  his  hands  money  equitably  belonging 
to  another,  that  other  person  may  recover  it  bv  assumpsit  for  monev 
had  and  received.  The  remedy  at  law  is  adequate  and  complete.” 

Possibly  the  leading  case  on  the  subject  in  this  jurisdiction  is 
Buzard  vs.  Houston.  119  l  .  S..  31 1 ,  which  was  recentlv  discussed 
by  Chief  Justice  Shepard  in  the  case  of  George  vs.  Ford,  39  W  ash. 
I. aw  Pep.,  130,  at  p.  134.  In  tin*  latter  case  the  Chief  Justice,  re¬ 
ferring  to  Buzard  vs.  Houston,  said;  “There,  as  here,  a  fraudulent 
contract  had  heen  obtained,  and  there  was  a  prayer  for  its  recession; 
hut  it  was  plain  that  a  judgment  for  pecuniary  damages,  under  the 
particular  facts  in  the  case,  would  adjust  and  determine  all  the  rights 
of  the  parties  and  was  the  only  redress  obtainable.  The  Court  said: 
In  cases  of  fraud  and  mistake,  as  any  other  head  of  chancery  juris¬ 
diction.  a  court  of  the  Cnited  States  will  not  sustain  a  hill 
1229  in  equity  to  obtain  only  a  decree  for  the  payment  of  money 
by  way  ot  damages,  when  the  like  amount  can  he  recovered 
at  law  in  an  action  sounding  in  tort,  or  for  money  had  and  re¬ 
ceived.  In  so  far  as  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  at  bar  seeks  to  recover 
pecuniary  damages  sustained  through  the  deceit  practiced  in  ob¬ 
taining  and  misusing  the  agreement  of  Hecemher  21,  1899,  his  case 
comes  within  the  rule  enounced  in  Buzard  vs.  Houston,  supra,  for 
such  damages  would  be  assessed  in  an  action  of  deceit  at  law.  The 
same  may  Ik?  said  of  the  prayer  for  the  cancellation  of  the  said 
agreement.  It  could  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  have  the  agreement 
canceled.  *  *  *  Nor  can  the  prayer  that  defendant  he  declared 

a  trustee  for  plaintiff  itself  furnish  a  ground  for  jurisdiction;  for 
there  is  no  attempt  to  fasten  a  trust  upon  any  particular  piece  of 
property  into  which  the  funds  of  plaintiff  may  be  traced.’*  The 
Court  having  thus  shown  the  reasons  for  lack  of  jurisdiction  in 
Equity  within  the  rulings  in  Buzard  vs.  Houston,  retains  jurisdic¬ 
tion  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  ascertainment  of  the  profits  to 
which  the  plaintiff  in  George  vs.  Ford  would  be  entitled  as  dam¬ 
ages  “is  by  no  means  a  simple  matter  of  easy  computation.  *  *  * 

Aside  from  the  trust  raided  by  the  conduct  of  the  defendant,  the 
account  of  which  is  to  be  taken,  the  ascertainment  and  adjustment 
of  this  account  involves  the  examination  of  books  and  accounts  and 


the  investigation  of  corporate  transactions  of  a  complex  nature, 
necessitating  a  wide  range  of  evidence  also,  for  which  a  court  of 
equity  is  peculiarly  competent,  and  these  duties  a  jury  could  not 
satisfactorily  perform.” 
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An  examination  of  the  ctise  at  bar  leads  to  the  conclusion 

1280  that  it  falls  within  the  doctrine  of  Buzurd  vs.  Houston.  Tlie 
prayers  that  the  ‘‘transfers’’  of  money  he  set  aside;  that  de¬ 
fendant  Cramer  ho  decreed  to  hold  such  money  in  trust  and  pay 
over  the  same  to  Hurd  are  nothing  more  than  prayers  for  a  money 
decree.  To  reach  and  hold  the  money  and  notes  on  deposit  to  the 
credit  of  the  defendant  Cramer  with  the  defendant  Trust  Company 
did  not  require  the  interposition  of  Equity  or  successfully  invoke 
its  jurisdiction.  I  ndor  Section  44o  Code  D.  C.,  plaintiff,  having 
based  his  claim  upon  the  fraudulent  character  of  defendant  Cramer’s 
obligation  to  him  was  entitled  to  an  attachment  before  judgment 
on  the  law  side  of  the  Court,  and  under  Section  417  could  have  ex¬ 
hibited  interrogatories  to  the  defendant  Trust  Company  as  garnishee 
which  would  have  answered  every  purpose  of  receiver,  injunction 
and  discovery  prayed  for  in  the  hill. 

The  contention  that  Equity  has  jurisdiction  because  the  hill  seeks 
to  follow  the  money  given  the  defendant  Cramer  into  her  invest¬ 
ments.  which  are  alleged  to  he  in  the  form  of  notes,  is  fullv  met  by 
♦  he  language  of  Chief  Justice  Shepard  in  the  case  of  George  vs. 
Ford,  supra:  “Nor  can  the  praver  that  defendant  he  declared  a 
trustee  for  plaintiff  itself  furnish  a  ground  for  jurisdiction;  for 
there  is  no  attempt  to  fasten  a  trust  upon  any  particular  piece  of 
property  into  which  the  funds  of  plaintiff  mav  he  traced.”  Tn 
the  ease  of  United  States  vs.  The  State  National  Bank  of  Boston. 
98  U.  S..  8.>.  the  court  said:  “The  interposition  of  Equity  is  not 
necessary  where  a  tnut  fund  is  perverted.  The  cestui  que  trust  can 
follow  it  at  law  as  far  a*  it  can  he  traced.” 

1281  Tt  would  therefore  appear  that  plaintiff  had  a  full,  ade¬ 
quate  and  complete  remedy  at  law  against  the  defendant 

Cramer. 


But  a  careful  examination  of  the  very  voluminous  testimony  taken 
by  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  leads  to  the  conclusion  that,  on  the 
merit4*  of  the  case,  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  the  relief  sought.  As 
alreadv  stated,  the  hill  alleges  three  grounds  for  relief.  The  first  is 
mental  incapacity  on  the  pail  of  Hurd.  Upon  this,  the  plaintiff 
offered  no  testimony.  Tn  fact,  two  of  his  witnesses,  who  were  phy¬ 
sicians.  testified  that  Nurd  was  of  sound  mind.  The  only  testimony 
adduced  which  even  tended  to  establish  the  allegation  that  he  was 
non-compos  wa«  that  of  his  grandson.  Eee  Hurd,  who  considered 
his  grandfather  incapable  in  matters  connected  with  sin' ritualism. 
No  testimony  was  adduced  of  any  acts  or  conduct  on  his  part,  ex¬ 
cepting  his  gifts  to  Mrs.  Cramer,  which  tended  in  any  degree  to  es¬ 
tablish  any  mental  deficiency.  On  the  other  hand,  the  defendant 
produced  more  than  a  score  of  witnesses,  from  different  walks  of 
life,  many  of  them  wholly  unacquainted  with  Mrs.  Cramer,  who 
testified  not  only  that  Hurd  was  of  sound  mind  hut  many  of  them 
also  regarded  him  a*  a  strong  minded  man,  of  sound  business  sense. 

So  far  as  his  belief  in  Spiritualism  is  concerned,  the  evidence  es¬ 
tablishes  that  he  was  not  only  a  follower  of  that  faith  and  had  been 
for  many  years’,  hut  that  he  believed  in  the  possibility  of  receiving 


492 


FENTON  J.  HURD.  ETC..  VS.  LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


communications  from  spirit-  of  the  dead.  But  the  author- 
12<>2  ities  are  uniform  in  holding  that  one’s  belief  in  Spiritualism 
is  not  even  evidence  of  mental  incapacity. 

O’Dell  vs.  Goff,  149  Mich.,  152/ 

Owen  vs.  Frumbaugh,  228  111.,  380. 

Buchanan  vs.  Fierce.  205  Fa.,  123. 

The  second  ground  of  relief  alleged  in  the  bill  is  the  undue  in¬ 
fluence  exercised  by  Mrs.  Cramer  over  Hurd,  through  which  the 
gilts  of  money  were  secured.  An  understanding  of  this  proposition 
involves  consideration  of  the  relations  between  Hurd  and  Mrs. 
Cramer,  which  are  set  out  in  great  detail  in  the  testimony.  Briefly 
summed  up,  they  may  be  stated  as  follows:  Prior  to  19*03,  Hurd, 
who  was  a  widower  of  some  years,  standing,  and  eighty  years  of  age, 
had  become  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Cramer  and  had  occasion  ally 
roomed  at  her  house.  He  was  then  retired  from  active  business, 
worth  approximately  Jf90.000.00  and  living  on  his  income.  The  tes¬ 
timony  is  undisputed  that  he  was.  as  heretofore  stated,  a  strong 
minded,  rather  obstinate  man.  fully  capable  of  and  actually  man¬ 
aging  his  business  affairs,  and  in  good  physical  health,  considering 
his  age.  He  had  one  son.  Byron  L.  Ilurd.  who  lived  on  a  farm 
iii  New  5  ork  State,  given  him  by  bis  father  and  mother,  worth 
$30,000.00.  and  one  grandson.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  a  practicing  physician 
in  New  5  ork  (  ity.  Mrs.  (  ramer  was  a  widow,  a  clerk  in  the  State 
Department,  at  a  salary  of  $1200.00  a  year,  about  forty  years*  of 
age.  with  two  children,  both  grown.  In  December,  1903'  Hurd  be¬ 
came  an  inmate  of  her  house,  boarding  and  lodging  there  and  being 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  member  of  the  family.  This  contin¬ 
ued  until  March  10.  1910.  when  Nurd  was  stricken  as  a  re- 
1233  suit  of  heart  trouble.  His  son  and  grandson  were  telegraphed 
for  by  Mrs.  Cramer,  and  a  few  days  later  he  was  taken  away 
by  them.  Beginning  Mav  31st.  1904.  and  continuing  down  to 
Mai ch  1 0th.  1910.  Hurd  gave  Mrs.  Cramer  sums  aggregating 
$30,350.00.  1  he  evidence  D  conclusive  on  the  point  that  during 

ibis  period  from  1903  to  1910.  the  relations  between  the  parties  were 
intimate  and  affectionate.  Just  what  was  the  extent  thereof  presents 
a  question  on  the  testimony.  Mrs.  Cramer  testifies  that  they  were 
engaged  to  he  married  and  several  witnesses  testify  that  Hurd  told 
them  he  wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer  It  is  clear.  abo.  that  he  was 
deterred  from  such  a  marriage  by  the  violent  opposition  of  his  son. 
Ibis  testimony  is  uncontradicted  upon  the  record,  excepting  that 
Hurd  testifies  that  he  never  thought  of  marrying  her  and  that  he 
never  was  engaged  to  marry  her:  he  does  not  deny  that  he  made  the 
statements  to  which  the  witnesses  already  referred  to  have  testified 
Tt  is  also  uncontradicted  in  the  testimony  that  he  told  several  other 
witnesses  of  his  intention  to  provide  for  her  and  of  his  desire  for  her 
to  resign  her  position  in  the  State  Department.  When  added  to 
this  testimony  is  the  undisputed  f''t  that  during  this  entire  period 
he  preferred  to  make  his  home  with  Mrs.  Cramer  rather  than  with 
his  son  or  with  his  grandson,  it  is  impossible  to  escape  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  he  had  a  real  affection  for  Mis.  Cramer.  This  own  testi¬ 
mony  as  to  their  relations  is  summed  up  as  follows:  he  savs  thev 
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‘  treated  me  the  same  as  they  v  mid  any  hoarder;  1  got  enough  to 
eat  good  victuals,  and  a  good  place  to  sleep.  I  gotVotMngel* 

I  was  merely  a  hoarder  with  her.”  g 

l-m  i  *  n''1'1'  such  a  state  of  the  testimony  it  is  impossible  to 
1  -!4  olassl,y  ‘he  relations  between  these  parties  as  coming  within 
Mo-  '"Se  where  undue  inlluence  is  a  ground  for  relief 

iy/rr  /'r  not  onl}’  Preponderance  of  tes.iinonv  but 
, 's  absolutely  none,  showing  the  exercise  of  such  influence 

<“U ions'  wi'iicli*  JJjfn '°  ",e .a,lleK?d.  Of  (he  Spiritualistic  communi- 
in  I  lim-  i ' !  e  p.on.s,dered  later.)  Whatever  may  be  the  rule 
n  otliei  jurisdictions,  n  is  firmly  established  here  by  repeated  de 

Ji1.  «jf  'e  Suprolne  C,mrt  and  the  Court  of  \ppeah  that  eJen 
'hen  fiduciary  or  confidential  relations  are  estahlill  cd  hetween  thJ 
arties.  the  burden  of  proof  of  establishing  undue  nfluem-e  Um  on 

:rrsn)f  "  Tt  S  to  cite  The  numerous  Z 

O  the  subject  because  the  question  has  been  so  recently  fully 

h;c usscd  and  reviewed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  case  o  ' Mndre 

I  his  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  setting  aside  deeds  of  convey 

an  heh'aT  biw  J,f  the6  i'pr>e,,;'n ‘ ■  ‘he  appellee,  plaintiff  below,  bein- 
<ui  rieii  iit  mw  ot  tiie  deceased  grantor  *  *  * 

In  her  bill  of  complaint  the  plaintiff  charged  that  the  defend-, m 

and  ^  fnelSX 

incapable  of  executing  a  valid  deed  or  contract  *  *  '* 

Assuming  that  the  relationship  between  the  decedent  and  de- 

on(Tant  was  such  as  to  enable  the  latter  to  exercise  influence 

bv  the  fofr,le,7nd  hence  '°  ,w'"irp  ‘hot  a n  v  disposition 
l'  I  (  er  ?f.her  property  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter 

is  •  ,cx:;S z^Ze]z  ™1rn  • 

- 'p'"’  i?  p;,!h24i  t Sni:'  TmC  ;is 

T  tS  " I2','  Ra,Q,on  v-  Turjiin.  129  C.  S..  003.  '  '  . 

In  the  last  case  the  hill  was  to  set  aside  deeds  made  to  an  a  cent 
>>  Ins  principal  and  it  wa.«  conceded  bv  tlie  Court  thnt  tVm*  1  r 
hotween  the  parties  were  such  as  ,n  enable  the  agen/t Ue  cSt°eat 
influence  over  the  principal.  Notwithstanding  this  the  hill  wa=  dri 
m  ssed  hecau.se  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to  show  that  the  deeds  wem 
obtained  by  undue  influence.  Tn  Mackall  vs.  Mackall  135  U  S 
lfl/.  it  was  ruled  that  while  the  relationships  between  the  father  and 

=nr,£'?i'r;r  i;r  i- 

Ssss.^  <sr  *  *r 

in  r p "  fc  sairjfti 

dons  between  donor  and  donee,  or  grantor  and  (rr,JJ!J  •  e  a' 
careful  scrutiny  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction'0  to 

ZT'u  Tfh  em,nd"e  influen0eaha°  ^  practiced,  C,  said  th: 

court,  it  (the  gift  or  conveyance)  cannot  be  deemed  prlma  facie 
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void;  the  presumption  is  in  favor  <■!  its  validity;  and  in  order  to  set 
it  aside,  the  Court  must  Ik*  satisfied  that  it  was  not  the  volun- 
1236  tary  act  of  the  donor.  This  doctrine  was  repeated  in  Beyer 
v.  Le  Fevre,  186  U.  8.  114.” 

Numerous  other  cases  might  Ik?  cited  both  from  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  which  hold  that  undue  influence 
will  not  Ik?  inferred  from  opportunity  or  the  possibility  or  suspicion 
of  undue  influence.  See 

Robinson  v.  Duvall,  27  App.  I).  C.,  535. 

Beyer  v.  Le  Fevre.  186  U.  S.,  114. 

Ralston  v.  Turpin,  129  C.  S.,  663. 

And  the  rule  is  the  same  in  cases  of  gifts  inter  vivos  as  in  cases  of 
wills. 

Conlev  v.  Nailor,  118  U.  S.,  127. 


Even  if  the  relations  l>etween  llurd  and  Mrs.  Cramer  had  been 
illicit,  that  of  man  and  mistress,  (of  which  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  in  the  record)  and  he  had  made  these  gifts  in  consideration 
of  the  sexual  intercourse,  and  the  money  had  been  paid,  tins  Court 


would  not  aid  the  donor  to  recover. 
Conlev  v.  Nailor,  supra. 

Platt  v.  Elias,  186  N.  Y.,  374. 


It  remains  to  consider  the  third  ground  of  relief  stated  in  the  bill, 
which  is  that  Mrs.  Cramer  obtained  the  different  Mims  of  money  by 
actual  fraud,  1 1  le  fraud  consisting  in  the  false  pretense  that  she  was 
a  spiritualistic  medium,  and  as  such  writing  letters  to  llurd  from 
his  deceased  wife  requesting  him  to  give  Mrs.  Cramer  money. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  cite  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  bur¬ 
den  of  proving  fraud  rests  upon  him  who  alleges  it.  Has  the  plain¬ 
tiff  sustained  this  burden  in  the  instant  case? 

1237  In  the  first  place,  the  only  evidence  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was, 
is.  or  ever  pretended  to  be  a  spiritualistic  medium  is  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  Hurd.  She  specifically  denies  it  and  states  that  in  re¬ 
ligion  she  is  a  Romaji  Catholic.  Hurd's  testimony  as  to  her  writing 
these  spirit  letters  is  as  follows:  That  his  wife's  name  was  Mary  ; 
that  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  me  fifty  or  one  hundred  letters  signed  Mary: 
she  said  they  came  from  his  wife:  he  didn't  keep  the  letters;  tore 
them  up  as  fast  as  he  got  them: 

“Q.  Do  you  remember  any  subject  to  which  these  letters  related? 
A.  She  always  told  me — she  said  to  he  good  to  Laurie  and  give  her 
what  money  she  needs.  1  think  in  every  letter  she  always  spoke 
of  ntv  being  good  to  Laurie  and  giving  her  what  money  she  needed. 


Q.  Did  you  do  what  these  letters  suggested?  A.  Tt  looks  a  little 
as  though  I  did. 

Q.  Be  a  little  more  definite,  state  whether  or  not  you  gave  her 
monev.  A.  I  gave  her  monev  frequently. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  you  gave?  A.  I  think  I  gave 
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her  something  in  the  neighborhood  of  $27,000.00,  about  $27,000.00 
I  think  it  was. 


W  ould  you.  Mr.  Hurd,  have  given  Mrs.  Cramer  these  large 
•sun is  of  money  but  lor  the  fact  that  these  letters  were  given  to  you 
by  her  purporting  to  come  from  your  wife?  A.  No,  I  don’t  think 
I  should.” 

1  -;!s  (The  “Laurie”  referred  to  is,  of  course,  the  defendant, 
Mrs.  Cramer.) 

T-T  1  3  *  ^  ^  rs.  Cramer  denies  that  she  ever  pretended  to 

Hurd  that  she  could  communicate  with  his  deceased  wife  or  that  she 
ever  obtained  any  money  from  him  by  such  means.  She  states  that 
on  one  occasion,  in  the  Spring  of  1909,  Hurd  asked  her  if  she  could 
not  write  medium  letters  like  Mrs.  Shafer,  (a  medium  from  whom 
Hurd  was  accustomed  to  obtain  spiritualistic  letters  purporting  to 
come  from  his  wife,  Mary),  and  that  in  a  spirit  of  fun,  to  please 
him,  she  told  him  that  most  any  one  could,”  and  wrote  one  or 
two;  that  she  tossed  them  across  the  table  to  him;  that  he  laughed 
and  said :  “Yes,  they  look  like  Mrs.  Shafer’s.”  That  she  did  not 
tell  him  they  came  from  his  wife  and  that  they  did  not  purport 
to  come  from  her;  that  he  seemed  amused  and  laughed  heartily 
over  the  episode. 

The  foregoing  is  all  the  direct  testimony  upon  ihe  allegation 
of  fraud  or  false  pretenses  by  which  the  sums  of  money  were  obtained 
In  die  defendant.  If  the  plaintiff’s  testimony  were  more  positive 
and  specific,  if  other  circumstances  established  by  the  evidence  cast 
no  light  upon  the  transactions,  by  what  rule  of  estimating  the  value 
of  testimony-  can  it  be  claimed  that  plaintiff  has  sustained  the 
burden  of  proof ?  Assuming  the  witnesses  to  be  of  equal  credibility 
the  plaintiff’s  case,  must  fail.  But  Ilurd  was  over  90  vears  of  age 
at  the  time  lie  testified,  confessedly  of  poor  memory,  adjudged  bwi 
Connecticut  Court  to  be  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs" by  rea- 
son  of  mental  infirmity  and  embitterment  against  the  defendant 
In  the  belief  instilled  into  his  mind  by  some  one,  that  she  had  at¬ 
tempted  to  poison  him  at  the  time  of  his  seizure  on  March  10 

ioqo  1909>  a1Pel1lef  hav™g  no  foundation  in  fact  so  far  as  this 
1-d.t  record  discloses.  Moreover,  his  testimony  as  to  the  fahe 

pretenses  is  vague  and  uncertain.  There  Were  a  half  do:  en 
gifts  of  consi dei able  amounts.  He  does  not  attempt  to  connect  any 
specific  mlse  representation  with  any  definite  gift.  WThen  the  vital 
point  in  issue  is  suggested  by  a  leading  question  of  his  counsel 
\iz.,  whet.ier  he  would  have  given  these  sums  of  monev  to  Mrs 
Cramer  “but  for  the  fact  that  these  letters  were  given  to  you  bv 

her  purport  ng  to  come  from  your  wife”  his  onlv  answer  i I  -No 
I  don’t  think  T  should. 

ISut  the  "hole  record  discloses  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  re- 
sor ring  to  fraud,  or  to  undue  influence,  to  find  a  motive'for  these 
r.  j  .Hr-  after, ion  for  (Ins  defendant  covering  a  number  of  year'- 
his  desire  to  marry  her;  his  intention  to  provide  for  her-  the  flct 
that  he  found  a  contented  and  happy  home  with  her  and  received 
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from  her  the  devotion  of.  at  lea.v.  a  loving  daughter,  are  all  well 
established  bv  the  evidence  both  oral  and  written.  On  the  other 
hand,  what  were  his  relations  with  the  natural  objects  of  his 
bounty?  His  relations  with  his  only  son  may  l>est  be  gathered 
from*  the  latter's  testimony.  He  had  confessedly  threatened  to 
kill  his  father  if  he  remarried,  and,  if  he  did  not  resort  to  that 
somewhat  drastic  means,  to  at  least  take  all  his  property  tmn« 
him  by  having  a  custodian  appointed  for  it.  His  grandson,  the  son 
of  this  filial  son,  had  been  the  recipient  of  $1,000  per  year  for 
sixteen  years  from  him  until  he  had  achieved  his  education  and 
established  himself  as  a  prosperous  physician.  Moreover,  after  his 
gifts  to  the  defendant,  there  remained  an  estate  which  by  will  he 
had  provided  would  relieve  him  from  the  possibility  ol  want 
1*240  after  the  old  man’s  death.  Hurd  had  never  found  a  home 
with  his  son  or  his  grandson.  Is  it  a  fact  to  suggest  undue 
intluence  or  fraud  that  he  preferred  to  reward  a  stranger,  who 
had  made  his  declining  years  happy  and  contented,  with  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  fortune  rather  than  to  yield  the  whole  ot  it  to  an 
unfilial  son  or  to  a  grandson  who  neither  needed  it  nor  was  en¬ 
titled  to  it? 

In  estimating  the  weight  to  be  given  to  the  testimony  of  these 
two  witnesses,  there  are  other  matters  worthy  of  consideration.  Hurd 
testified  that  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  “.*>()  to  100"  spirit  letters  pur¬ 
porting  to  come  from  his  wife  and  assumed  to  be  requests  for 
money.  It  is  significant  that  no  witness  is  produced  who  ever 
saw  one  of  these  letters;  no  witness  is  ottered  excepting,  of  course. 
Hurd  himself,  who  ever  heard  that  Mrs.  Cramer  claimed  to  Ik* 
a  medium,  and  that,  in  the  entire  period  covered  by  these  gifts, 
no  person,  aside  from  Hurd,  ever  knew  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  ob¬ 
taining  money  by  such  means.  According  to  the  evidence,  Hurd 
and  his  wife  were  spiritualists  of  many  years  standing,  familiar 
with  the  cult.  Is  it  not  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  lie  should 
have,  without  question,  assumed  Mrs.  Cramer  to  be  a  competent 
medium  to  communicate  between  his  wife  and  himself,  when,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  testimony,  the  only  purpose  of  her  communications 
was  to  extract  money  from  him? 

The  foregoing  considerations  go  only  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  Hurd  made  these  gifts  of  money  under  the  undue  intluence 
of  Mrs.  Cramer  or  by  reason  of  her  false  and  fraudulent  pretenses 
that  his  wife  requested  him  to  make  them.  As  to  whether  he  acted 
wisely  or  judiciously,  the  Court  has  no  concern.  It  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  for  centuries  that  courts  will  not  make  contracts  for 
1*241  men.  The  question  of  the  value  of  the  consideration  of 
their  agreements  is  left  by  law  to  the  parties  thereto. 
And  if  the  consideration  be  executed,  if  the  “gift”  be 
delivered,  the  authorities,  from  the  time  of  Braeton,  are  uniform, 
that  there  can  be  no  recovery,  no  matter  how  unwise,  how  profligate, 
may  have  been  the  bargain.  The  Court  cannot  substitute  its  judg¬ 
ment  and  discretion  for  those  of  litigants. 

Upon  the  entire  record,  the  bill  will  be  dismissed. 

ASHLEY  M.  GOULD,  Justice, 
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Decree  Dismissing  Bill. 
Filed  October  1,  1912. 


This  cause  coining  on  to  be  heard  upon  the  pleadings,  testimony 
and  exhibits  tiled  herein,  was  argued  by  counsel  for  the  respective 
parties  hereto,  and  submitted  to  the  Court,  and  upon  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  merits  thereof  it  is  now,  this  1st  day  of  October  191*> 
by  the  Court, 

Adjudged,  ordered  and  decreed  that  plaintiff  take  nothing  bv  his 
bill  of  complaint  filed  herein  and  that  the  same  be,  and  it  is,  hereby 
dismissed,  with  costs  to  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  to  be  taxed 
b}  the  clerk  against  the  plaintiff  and  the  American  Surety  Company, 
oi  New  \ork,  his  surety,  tor  which  costs  said  defendant  is  hereby 
awarded  execution  as  at  law. 

ASHLEY  M.  GOULD,  Justice. 

From  the  foregoing  decree  the  plaintiff  in  open  court,  prays  an 
appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  is 
hereby  allowed,  the  bond  on  appeal  to  operate  as  a  supersedeas  is 
hereby  fixed  at  Two  Thousand  Dollars. 

ASHLEY  M.  GOULD,  Justice. 

Memorandum.. 

October  5,  1912. — Appeal  bond  (supersedeas)  approved  and  filed. 
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Assignments  of  Eiror. 
Filed  November  6,  1912. 


1.  That  the  court  erred  in  decreeing  that  the  plaintiff  take  noth* 
by  his  bill  of  complaint  and  that  the  said  bill  of  complaint  be 

dismissed. 

2.  That  the  court  erred  in  holding  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  full, 
adequate  and  complete  remedy  at  law,  and  that  therefore  a  court  of 
equity  was  without  jurisdiction  to  grant  the  relief  sought  bv  the  bill 
of  complaint. 

3.  That  the  court  erred  in  holding  that,  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  the  relief  sought  by  the  bill  of  com¬ 
plaint. 

4.  That  the  trial  court  erred  in  holding  that  there  was 'no  evidence 

of  mental  incapac^y  on  the  part  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  in  not 

holding  that  unde  the  evidence  so  completely  was  the  said  Hurd 

under  the  domination  of  his  belief  in  Spiritualism  and  so  readily  was 

he  imposed  upon  by  means  of  communications  purporting  to  come 
from  his  deceased  wife,  from  whatever  source  thev  might  come 

63— 2488a  ' 1 2 3 4 * * * *  9 
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that  he  was  incapable  of  properly  safeguarding  and  protecting  his 
own  interests  in  any  matter  in  respect  of  which  he  was  sought  to 
be  influenced  by  his  said  belief  and  by  means  of  the  said  communi¬ 
cations. 

5.  That  the  court  erred  in  holding  that  the  relations  between  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Iiurd  ami  the  defendant  Cramer  did  not  come  within 
the  relations  wherein  undue  influence  is  the  ground  for  relief  and 
that  there  was  no  showing  of  the  exercise  by  her  of  undue  influence 
upon  him. 

1244  6.  That  the  court  erred  in  not  holding  that  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence  showing  that  the  defendant  Cramer  was  accepted  and 

believed  bv  the  said  Fenton  J.  Iiurd  to  be  a  medium  of  communica¬ 
tion  between  himself  and  his  deceased  wife,  and  that  she  had  enacted 
the  part  of  such  medium,  a  confidential  relation  existed  between 
them,  affording  ready  opportunity  for  the  exercise  by  her  of  undue 
influence  upon  him,  and  requiring  that  the  transactions  by  means  of 
which  she  obtained  more  than  $36,000  from  said  Hurd  should  be 
carefully  scrutinized  by  the  court,  and  should  be  decreed  to  be  void 
and  the  defendant  required  to  account  for  such  moneys  because  of 
her  failure  to  show  her  good  faith  therein. 

7.  That  the  court  erred  in  not  holding  that,  upon  the  evidence, 
a  confidential  relation  was  shown  to  have  existed  between  the  de¬ 
fendant  Cramer  and  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  that  the  moneys 
obtained  by  her  from  him  had  been  procured  by  the  exercise  of  un¬ 
due  influence  by  her  upon  him.  and  that  she  should  be  required  to 
account  therefor,  and  to  deliver  up  to  the  said  Fenton  J.  Iiurd  the 
notes  secured  by  deed  of  trust  of  real  estate  in  which  said  moneys 
were  invested  and  which  are  in  her  possession  or  which  have  been 
pledged  by  her  to  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company. 

8.  That  the  Court  erred  in  not  holding  that  the  notes  secured 
by  deed  of  trust  of  real  estate  in  which  the  moneys  obtained  by  the 
defendant  Cramer  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  were  invested,  and 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  said  defendant  or  pledged  by  her 

to  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  as  collateral 

1245  for  a  loan,  are  held  by  her  in  trust  for  the  said  Fenton  J. 
Iiurd  because  of  the  fraudulent  circumstances  under  which 

said  moneys  were  obtained,  and  should  be  delivered  up  to  him. 

9.  That  the  court  erred  in  holding  that  the  moneys  obtained  by 
the  defendant  Cramer  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  were  not 
fraudulentlv  obtained. 

10.  That  the  court  erred  in  not  holding  that,  upon  the  evidence, 
the  moneys  obtained  by  the  defendant  Cramer  from  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  were  obtained  by  the  said  defendant  by  fraudulently  pre¬ 
tending  that  she  was  a  medium  of  communication  between  him  and 
his  deceased  wife,  and  as  such  medium  writing  him  letters  purport¬ 
ing  to  come  from  his  said  wife,  and  accepted  by  him  as  such,  request¬ 
ing  him  to  give  money  to  the  said  defendant' Cramer,  and  that  she 
should  be  required  to  account  therefor  and  deliver  up  to  the  said 
Hurd  the  notes  secured  by  deed  of  trust  of  real  estate  in  which  said 
moneys  were  invested  and  which  are  shown  to  be  in  her  possession. 

11.  That  the  court  erred  in  not  holding  that  the  monevs  obtained 
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by  the  defendant  Cramer  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  were  ob- 
meail,s  °f  fraud  practised  by  the  said  defendant  upon  the 
said  renton  J.  Nurd,  and  that  she  should  be  required  to  account 
therefor  and  deliver  up  to  the  said  Hurd  the  notes  in  which  said 
moneys  were  invested. 

12.  That  the  Court  erred  in  not  holding  that  the  sum  of  $10,000 
,  „bained  by  the  defendant  Cramer  from  the  said  Fenton  .T. 
l-4()  Hurd  in  May,  1009,  was  obtained  by  fraud  practised  bv  her 
upon  him  and  by  the  exercise  by  her  of  undue  influence 
upon  him,  and  that  the  notes  in  which  said  sum  of  money  were 
invested  are  held  by  her  in  trust  for  the  said  Hurd  and  should 
be  delivered  lip  to  him. 

H.  GORDON  PIERCE, 

RICHARD  A.  FORD, 

WALLACE  DONALD  McLEAN, 

A  tty's  for  Pllaintiff -Appellant. 


Order  Extending  Time  to  File  Transcript. 

Filed  November  7,  1912. 

******* 

On  motion  of  the  plaintiff,  it  is.  by  the  Court,  this  seventh  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  1012,  ordered  that  the  time  for  preparing  and 
filing  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  the  transcript  of  record  in  this  cause 
on  the  appeal  of  the  plaintiff  from  the  decree  entered  herein  on  the 
first  day  of  October,  1912,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  to 
and  including  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1912. 

THOS.  II.  ANDERSON,  Justice. 

We  consent — 

A.  A.  BIRNEY, 

WHARTON  E.  LESTER, 

Attorneys  for  Defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer. 

1247  Filed  November  23,  1912. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29467. 

Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Plaintiff, 

vs. 

Laura  R.  Cramer  and  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  Defendants. 

Stipulation. 

It  is  stipulated  and  agreed  by  and  between  counsel  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff  and  the  defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer  that  the  foregoing  transcript 
of  the  testimony  included  within  Pages  Numbered  75  to  1224  in- 
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elusive  is  all  the  testimony  deemed  material  by  either  of  the  parties 
submitted  to  and  considered  by  the  trial  court  on  the  hearing  of 
the  cause. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  on  behalf  of  the  defend¬ 
ant  Laura  R.  Cramer  there  was  produced  the  evidence  of  Doctor 
Z.  T.  Sowers  and  other  physicians,  which  evidence  conclusively 
established  the  fact  that  the  physical  condition  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
in  March  1010  could  not  have  been  and  wa<  not  caused  by  the  use 
of  strychnine. 

It  D  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  original  exhibits  numbered 
17  (pass  book  of  F.  -T.  I  Turd  with  Washington  Loan  and  Trust 
(  oinpany )  ;  IS  and  10  (pass  hooks  of  F.  J.  Hurd  with  Citizens’  State 
Bank,  St.  Charles.  Minnesota);  41  (account  of  Laura  R.  Cramer 
with  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company):  4  '  (account  of  F.  J. 
Hurd  with  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company);  48,  40  and  50 
(old  account  books  found  among  papers  of  F.  .T.  Hurd  at  apartment 
of  Laura  R.  Cramer)  may  he  produced  on  the  hearing  of 
1  -48  the  case  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  referred  to  by  counsel 
on  Loth  sides  in  the  argument  of  the  case  as  fully  as  if  the 
same  had  been  printed  in  the  transcript  of  record. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  that  exhibits  numbered  51  to 
OS  inclusive,  embraced  more  than  one  hundred  (100)  other  letters 
written  between  the  years  1802  and  1010  by  F.  .T.  Ilurd  to  various 

in  none  of  which  is  any  reference  to  the 
defendant  Laura  L.  (  ramer  as  a  spiritualistic  medium  or  as  writin<r 
spirit  letters. 


H.  GORDON  PIERCE. 
RICHARD  A.  FORD. 
WALLACE  D.  McLEAN, 

Attorneys  tor  Plaintiff. 
ARTHUR  A.  BIRNEY, 
WHARTON  E.  LESTER, 
Attorneys  for  Defendant  Laura  P.  Cramer. 


Filed  November  23,  1912. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Equity.  No.  29407. 

Fenton  J.  Herd,  by  Lee  M.  Ijrnn.  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Plaintiff. 

vs. 

Lai  ra  R.  Cramer  and  The  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 

i'anv,  Defendants. 

Designation  of  Record. 

°i  C(TJ  Willi  in(;1,,de  in  t,le  transcript  of  record  on 
the  appeal  of  plaintiff  in  the  above  entitled  cause  the  following- 
L  Original  bill  of  complaint. 
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pll^vi«hrexhiJ£n,lant  UmX  R'  °ran,er  t0  °riginal  bil1  of  °°m- 
W]fofVnomepWnt'VaShingt0n  ^  “nd  Tm,t  Corn,,an-v  t0  original 

■f-  Amended  hill  of  complaint. 

l)iH  of^umpiaint"  aSh"lgt0n  L<>a"  an<1  TrUSt  ComPan>’  to  amended 

-  t£Zer  r°f.  i'SUra  R  Cran,er.t0  “mended  hill  of  complaint. 
j„  I  ‘  "  f<”  Ha'c  to  amend  hill  of  complaint  and  order  grant- 

^  rjl'e  0  amend;  second  amended  hill 

Wiih  exhibits"'  “  ^  stiPuln,ion  of  <™nsel,  including  stipulation, 

•h  Opinion  of  Court. 

....  .  ! f)-  J^ecree  and  notice  of  appeal. 

■°°  10  I)es?Snation  of  record  on  appeal. 

J-.  Assignment  of  errors. 

H.  GORDON  PIERCE, 
RICHARD  A.  FORD. 
WALLACE  D.  McLEAN, 

Attorneys  for  Plaintiff. 
ARTHUR  A.  BIRNEY  ° 
WHARTON  E.  LESTER, 
Attorneys  for  Defendant  Laura  R.  Cramer. 


Memorandum. 

Hie  caption  of  this  cause  in  Court  of  Appeals  is: 

Fenton  J.  Hurd  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  Conservator  of  His  Person 
and  Estate  and  as  His  Next  Friend,  Appellant 

vs. 

Laura  R,  Cramer,  Appellee. 
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Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


United  States  of  America, 

Distinct  of  Columbia,  ss: 

srii  »  i 

gsr  - &  «  "» = V2K  SA  r  S5 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  herein*. to  subscribe  my  name  and  affix 
the  seal  of  said  Court,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  said  District, 
this  23d  day  of  November.  1912. 

[Seal  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.] 

JOHN  R.  YOUNG,  Clerk. 

Endorsed  on  cover:  District  of  Columbia  Supreme  Court.  No. 
2483.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  by  Lee  M.  Hurd,  as  conservator  of  h\< 
person  and  estate  and  as  his  next  friend,  appellant,  vs.  Laura  R. 
Cramer.  Court  of  Appeals,  District  of  Columbia.  Filed  Nov.  25, 
1912.  Henry  W.  Hodges,  clerk. 
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OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 


LEE  M.  HURD,  EXECUTOR  OF  FENTON  J.  HURD, 

DECEASED, 


LAURA  R.  CRAMER 


Answer  of  Lee  Hurd,  Executor  of  tlie 
Estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Deceased,  to 
the  Petition  of  Laura  R.  Cramer,  Filed 
Herein,  with  Affidavits  in  Support 
Thereof. 


RICHARD  A.  FORD, 

Attorney  for  Lee  M.  Hurd ,  Executor  of  the 

Estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd ,  Deceased 
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3ln  tl?f  (Emtrt  nf  Appeals 

OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

No.  2483. 

LEE  M.  HURD,  EXECUTOR  OF  FENTON  J.  HURD 

DECEASED, 

VS. 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER. 


Lee  M.  Hurd,  executor  of  the  estate  of  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  deceased,  answering  the  petition  filed  herein  by 
Laura  R.  Cramer,  asking  the  consent  of  this  court  to  an 
application  to  file  a  bill  of  review,  respectfully  submits 
that  the  said  petition  should  be  denied  for  the  following, 
among  other  reasons: 

I.  1  hat  there  is  nothing  in  the  said  petition  or  in  the 
affidavits  filed  therewith  that  would  support  a  bill  of 
review  in  this  cause.  Even  assuming  the  truth  of  the 
recitals  in  said  affidavits,  no  such  showing  is  made  as 
would  justify,  much  less  require  the  rendition  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  decree  than  that  pronounced  by  this  court.  Re¬ 
spondent  is  informed  and  believes  that  a  diligent  effort 
has  been  made  by  the  said  Laura  R.  Cramer,  by  sending 
representatives  to  Whallonsburgh  and  vicinity  to  bolster 
up  the  statements  contained  in  said  affidavits,  but  with¬ 
out  result.  Respondent  filed  herewith  .the  affidavits  of  a 
number  of  persons,  all  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  prior  to  and  during  the  period  to 
which  the  affidavits  filed  with  said  petition  relate,  which 
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conclusively  disprove  the  statements  of  said  petition  and 
affidavits,  and  show  clearly  the  situation  and  attitude  of 
said  Hurd  during  said  period. 

II.  Said  petition  and  affidavits  filed  by  said  Cramer 
do  not  touch  the  essential  fact  upon  which  the  decree  of 
this  court  was  predicated,  namely,  that  of  fraud  and  undue 
influence  exercised  and  practiced  by  her  upon  Hurd  in 
the  writing  ol  letters  which  she  pretended  came  from  his 
deceased  wife. 

III.  1  lie  claim  that  the  testimony  ot  said  Hurd  was 
not  voluntary  but  was  coerced  is  without  a  shadow  of 
foundation,  except  the  too  vivid  imagination  of  defend¬ 
ant  and  her  counsel.  The  claim  that  there  was  such 
coercion  is  absolutely  false,  and  is  completely  disproved 
by  the  fact  that  this  feeble  old  man,  whom  they  admit 
was  weak  in  mind  and  body,  was  subjected  on  two  occa¬ 
sions  to  rigid  cross-examination  in  which  both  of  her 
counsel  participated,  and  not  a  thing  developed  to  sup¬ 
port  the  claim  now  made. 


I\  .  teuton  .J.  Hui'd  is  now  dead,  and  there  is  no  op- 
poi t unity  for  him  to  contest  the  assault  now  made  upon 
his  testimony,  and  respondent  submits  that  this  is  of 
itself  sufficient  reason  for  refusing  any  weight  to  the 
statements  in  said  petition  and  affidavits,  especially 
when  the  same  are  discredited  by  the  character  of  the 
source  from  w  hich  they  come. 

V.  It  is  apparent  that  the  present  petition  is  not  filed 
in  good  faith  but  for  the  purpose  of  delay.  The  affidavits 
fi led  were  in  possession  ot  counsel  for  Airs.  Cramer 
prior  to  the  adjournment  of  this  court,  and  were  not  then 
used  or  attempted  to  be  used  until  after  the  abortive 
application  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  writ  of  certiorari 
had  been  denied. 

Lee  M.  Hukd, 

Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  Deceased. 


a. 

v 


State  of  New  Yokk,  I 

County  of  Essex,  j  ss  : 

I,  Lee  M.  Hurd,  on  oath,  say  that  I  have  read  the 
foregoing  answer  by  me  subscribed;  that  the  matters 
therein  stated  of  my  own  knowledge  are  true,  and  those 
stated  upon  information  and  belief  I  believe  to  be  true. 

Lee  M.  Hurd. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of 
June,  1913. 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of  Essex,  New  York. 


Affidavits. 

State  of  New  York,  \ 

County  of  Essex ,  \ss: 

Lnnmi  Bigelow,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 

hat  she  resides  in  Willsboro,  Essex  County,  New  York, 
lhat  she  was  employed  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Byron  L. 
Hurd  for  a  period  of  about  nine  years,  leaving  the  employ¬ 
ment  in  March,  1911,  but  visiting  the  family  a  number  of 
times  since  that  date.  That  she  knew  the  late  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  and  was  employed  at  the  farm  during  the  visit 
theie  of  Air.  Hurd  and  Airs.  Laura  R.  Cramer  in  the 
summer  of  1908.  That  during  that  visit  she  heard  Airs. 
(  ramer  several  times  urging  Air.  Hurd  to  return  with  her 
to  Washington,  and  on  one  occasion  heard  her  say  to 
him,  in  substance,  that  if  he  did  not  return  with  her  he 
)\  no  more  letters  from  Alary,  as  there  was  no  one 

m  W  hallonsburgh  who  could  get  them,  while  she  would 
get  the  letters  for  him.  Affiant  was  employed  at  the  farm 
from  June,  1910,  when  Air.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  came  there 
to  live  until  sometime  in  March  of  the  year  following, 
when  she  left,  returning  a  number  of  times  on  visits.  She 
saw  a  great  deal  of  Air.  Hurd  each  day,  and  he  frequently 
came  to  the  kitchen  where  she  was  working  and  talked 
with  her  for  a  long  time.  He  spoke  often  of  his  life  at 
Airs.  (  ramer’s  and  of  the  letters  she  wrote  for  him 
which  she  said  came  from  Alary.  He  also  talked  to  me 
about  the  suit  that  had  been  brought  to  try  and  make 
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her  turn  over  the  moneys,  and  seemed  very  anxious  about 
it  and  when  the  judge  would  decide  it.  He  seemed  to 
feel  that  he  had  been  cheated;  that  she  stole  the  money 
from  him,  and  to  want  to  get  back  the  money;  talked  a 
great  deal  about  it,  both  while  I  was  working jt here  and  on 
my  subsequent  visits.  He  often  spoke  to  me  of  how  happy 
he  was  at  the  farm  with  Mr.  Byron  Hurd  and  his  wife— 
said  no  one  could  be  kinder  than  Fanny  (Mrs.  Byron 
Hurd)  was,  and  of  how  much  happier  his  life  was  with 
them  than  it  had  been  with  Mrs.  Cramer.  I  personally 
know  that  he  was  given  the  very  best  care  and  attention 
while  I  was  there.  He  never  wanted  for  anything,  and 
was  never  allowed  to  get  lonesome.  He  was  so  ill  that  he 
could  walk  very  little,  and  everybody  about  the  house, 
including  the  servants,  did  everything  to  make  him 
comfortable.  Mr.  Hurd  always  appeared  to  have  what 
money  he  needed,  and  frequently  made  gifts  of  small 
amounts  to  affiant  and  the  other  employees  of  the 
household. 

Emma  Bigelow. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of 
June,  1913. 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Essex  County , 

New  York. 


State  of  New  Yoke,  / 

County  of  Essex ,  f  88 ' 

Eleanor  Duffy,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 
That  she  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Frances  H. 
Hurd  from  November,  1911,  to  the  present  time.  That 
from  November,  1911,  to  his  death  in  January,  1913, 
Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  lived  in  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Hurd 
in  the  city  of  New  \ork.  Affiant  had  every  opportunity 
to  observe  the  relations  between  Fenton  J.  Hurd  and 
Byron  L.  Hurd,  and  Air.  Fenton  .1.  Hurd  seemed  very 
devoted  to  his  son.  A  good  portion  of  the  time  Byron 
L.  Hurd  was  in  Whallonsburgh,  and  Mr.  Hurd  spoke 
almost  daily  of  him  and  wished  for  his  coming.  Mr.  Hurd 
often  talked  to  affiant  about  the  suit  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
and  was  very  anxious  that  it  would  be  decided  in  his 
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hu  or  before  he  died.  He  appeared  very  much  disap¬ 
pointed  when  the  case  was  decided  in  favor  of  Mrs 
(lamer  and  wanted  the  case  taken  to  the  higher  court.’ 
Mr.  Hurd  received  every  care  and  attention  possible  at 
the  hands  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byron  L.  Hurd  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family,  and  frequently  spoke  to  affiant 
of  how  happy  he  was  in  his  life  with  them.  He  appeared 
o  have  all  the  money  he  needed  for  his  purposes,  and 
frequently  gave  small  sums  to  affiant  and  other  persons 
who  rendered  him  services. 

Eleanor  Duffy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913. 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of  Essex , 

New  York . 


State  of  New  York,  / 

County  of  Essex ,  J 

Lyman  G.  Barton,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd, 
and  was  his  attending  physician  from  the  summer  of 
1!)  10  when  he  came  to  Whallonsburgh,  until  the  late 
all  of  1911,  when  he  went  with  his  son  and  family  to 
live  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Mr.  Hurd,  during  all  this 
time,  was  suffering  with  severe  heart  trouble,  and  it  was 
by  my  direction  that  he  was  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  from 
taking  any  undue  exercise,  as  1  feared  any  undue  exercise 
would  cause  his  death.  Upon  several  occasions  1  insisted 
that  ho  bo  kept  in  bod  for  a  period  of  some  days,  deeming 
that  his  physical  condition  required  absolute  rest.  I  saw 
Huid  quite  a  number  of  times,  attending  him  pro¬ 
fessionally  at  least  a  half  dozen  times,  and  also  saw  him 
when  I  called  at  the  house  on  professional  visits  to  other 
members  of  the  family.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  observe 
the  treatment  that  was  accorded  to  -Mr.  Hurd  by  the 
members  of  his  family,  and  know  that  it  was  in  every 
respect  kind  and  affectionate.  He  seemed  very  fond  of 
his  son  and  his  wife,  and  of  the  other  members  of  the 
family  with  whom  I  saw  him,  and  seemed  wholly  con¬ 
tented  and  happy  in  his  home  surroundings.  I  never 
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saw  any  evidences  of  lack  of  care  and  never  heard  of  any 
ill  treatment  being;  accorded  to  him. 

Lyman  G.  Barton. 


Subscribed  and  sworn 
June,  1913. 


to  before  me  this  27th  day  of 
Lee  Lockwood, 


Xotary  Public  of  Essex  County. 


State  of  New  York,  [ 

County  of  Essex ,  (  ’ 

Joseph  Jerome,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 
That  he  was  acquainted  with  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
and  saw  him  at  the  farm  near  Whallonsburgh  on  an 
average  of  about  once  a  month  from  June,  1910,  until 
November,  1911.  Affiant  would  go  to  the  farm  and  cut 
Mr.  Hurd’s  hair  and  trim  his  beard.  Mr.  Hurd  seemed 
happy  in  his  surroundings,  and  expressed  his  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  pleasant  home  he  had  and  of  the  care  he  re¬ 
ceived.  From  what  I  observed  every  one  treated  him 
with  the  utmost  kindness  and  everything  possible  was 
done  to  make  life  pleasant  for  him. 

Joseph  Jerome. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of 
June,  1910. 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Xotary  Public  in  and  for  Essex  County,  New  York. 
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State  of  New  York, 

County  of  Essex , 

Joseph  Benway,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 
That  he  resides  near  Whallonsburgh,  New  York,  and 
knew  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd  for  a  number  of  years. 
That  from  June,  1910,  to  his  removal  to  New  York  City 
in  November,  1911,  affiant  saw  Mr.  Hurd  once  or  twice 
a  week  and  frequently  talked  with  him.  Mr.  Hurd  ap¬ 
peared  happily  situated  and  frequently  spoke  of  the  care 
and  attention  he  was  receiving  from  his  son  Byron  and 
the  wife  of  the  latter.  Affiant  had  opportunity  to  observe 
their  treatment  of  Mr.  Hurd  and  knows  that  they  did 


everything  in  their  power  for  his  comfort.  Affiant  saw 
him  not  only  at  the  farm  hut  when  they  were  out  driving 
or  automobihng,  and  on  several  occasions  was  out  with 
tnoni  in  the  automobile. 

Affiant  does  not  believe  anything  could  have  been  done 
Imt  was  not  done  for  Mr.  Hurd.  He  had  a  severe  heart 
trouble  and  got  about  with  very  great  difficulty;  he 
complained  of  this,  but  otherwise  seemed  to  enjoy  life. 

Joseph  Ben  way. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913.  J 

Lee  Lockwood, 

A  otary  Public  in  and  for  Essex  County ,  New  York. 


State  of  New  York,  / 

County  of  Essex,  f  : 

Bjiniey  Mitchell,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 
that  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Byron 
Hurd  near  \\  hallonsburgh  from  the  fall  of  1910  to 
September,  1911;  that  he  knew  the  late  Fenton  J. 
Hurd  and  saw  him  daily  during  that  time,  and  once  each 
^eek  gave  him  a  bath  for  which  Air.  Hurd  would  give 
Ilim  ^ejty‘five  cents-  Affiant  frequently  talked  with 
.[•  ?.  and  ?*t(rn  hear(i  him  say  how  happy  he  was 
with  his  son  and  his  son’s  wife  and  how  kind  they  were 

to  him.  Affiant  had  abundant  opportunity  to  see  how 
he  was  treated  and  knows  that  everything  possible  was 
done  for  his  comfort  and  pleasure.  Affiant  knows  the 
woman,  Annie  AIcAlillan  Cuff,  who  was  employed  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  Byron  L.  Hurd  for  about  two  months 
m  the  summer  of  1911,  and  also  her  daughter  Daisy 
and  he  knows  that  the  said  Annie  McMillan  Cuff  was 
then  a  woman  of  low  morals  and  bad  character. 

Barney  AIitchell. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913.  J 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Essex  County ,  New  York. 
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State  of  New  York,  I 

County  of  Essex ,  \ ,s,s* 

Ella  Mather,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says  that 
she  resides  near  Whallonsburgh,  New  York,  on  a  farm 
closely  adjoining  that  of  Mr.  Byron  L.  Hurd.  That  she 
was  acquainted  with  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  on 
several  occasions  visited  the  home  of  Byron  L.  Hurd 
while  he  was  there.  That  Mr.  Hurd  seemed  entirely 
happy  and  contented  with  his  surroundings,  and  affiant’s 
observation  was  that  everything  possible  was  done  for 
his  comfort.  Mr.  Hurd  was  very  feeble  and  walked  with 
a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  but  when  affiant  was  visiting 
the  Hurd  home  in  the  evening  he  mingled  with  the  family 
and  appeared  thoroughly  to  enjoy  himself. 

Affiant  says  that  some  five  or  six  weeks  ago  a  young 
man  called  at  her  home  and  asked  her  many  cjuestions 
about  the  Hurds,  what  kind  of  people  they  were  and 
how  they  treated  Air.  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  to  him  she 
expressed  the  opinion  hereinabove  stated.  Affiant  did 
not  know  who  the  young  man  was  or  whom  he  repre¬ 
sented,  but  from  what  she  has  since  learned  believes 
he  was  acting  for  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Cramer. 

Ella  Mather. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of 
June,  1913. 


Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and/or  Essex  County. 


State  of  New  York,  / 

County  of  Essex ,  \ss’ 

Elisha  Alather,  being  first  duly  sworn,  says  that  he 
resided  near  Whallonsburgh,  New  York,  on  a  farm  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  Byron  L.  Hurd.  That  he  knew  the  late 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  saw  and  conversed  with  him  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times.  That  Mr.  Hurd  appeared  happy  and  his 
surroundings  pleasant,  and  from  what  affiant  saw  he  is 
confident  that  everything  possible  was  done  to  make 
life  pleasant  and  confortable  for  him.  He  appeared  to 
have  a  real  affection  for  his  son  Byron  and  the  other 
members  of  the  family.  He  was  very  feeble  in  body  and 
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could  walk  only  a  few  steps  at  a  time,  but  when  affiant 
was  visiting  the  family  in  the  evening  Mr.  Hurd  was 
present  and  appeared  to  enjoy  himself. 

Elisha  Mathek. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this 
June,  1913. 


27th  day  of 


Lee  Lockwood, 

A  alary  Public  in  and  for  Essex  County. 
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State  of  New  York, 

County  of  Essex, 

Byron  L.  Hurd,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath,  says 
t  hat  he  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and 
that  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  from  the  month  of  June,  1910 
unnl  his  death  in  January,  1913,  made  his  home  with 
affiant.  1  hat  during  this  period  the  relations  between 
the  said  Teuton  J.  Hurd  and  affiant  were  in  every  wav 
pleasant  and  agreeable,  and  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
expressed  much  affection  for  affiant. 

That  in  November,  1911,  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
and  the  wife  of  affiant  removed  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  January,  1913.  During 
Period  affiant  was  detained  at  his  home  near 
\\  hallonsburgh,  Essex  County,  New  York,  and  was  in 
receipt  of  numerous  letters  from  the  said  Fenton  J. 
Hurd,  which  are  hereto  annexed  as  Exhibits  1  to  8,  and 
made  a  part  of  this  affidavit,  and  which  letters  evidence 
the  affection  in  which  affiant  was  held  by  the  said  Fenton 
J.  Hurd. 


Affiant  denies  that  he  at  any  time  struck  or  used  vio¬ 
lence  in  any  way  toward  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  their  relations  were  always  pleasant 
and  the  said  henton  J.  Hurd  and  affiant  were  in  the  habit 
of  frequently  engaging  in  games  of  checkers  and  cards 
to  their  mutual  enjoyment,  and  in  the  course  of  these 
games  disputes  would  arise  but  they  were  always  ami¬ 
cably  settled. 

Affiant  knows  the  woman,  Annie  McMillan,  who  has 
iih'd  an  affidavit  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  Laura  R. 
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Cramer.  The  said  Annie  McMillan  was  employed  by 
affiant’s  wife  as  cook  at  affiant’s  home  in  Whallons- 
burgh,  New  York,  from  about  July  21,  1911,  to  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1911;  that  her  services  were  unsatisfactory 
and  she  left  on  that  date.  That  subsequent  to  her  leaving 
affiant  received  from  the  said  Annie  McMillan  a  letter, 
which  is  attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  this  affidavit, 
and  marked  Exhibit  9,  and  replied  thereto;  that  an¬ 
nexed  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  affidavit  is  a  copy 
of  said  reply.  That  said  letter  from  said  Annie  McMillan 
to  affiant  was  wholly  without  any  foundation,  and  was 
an  attempt  at  blackmail,  and  affiant  verily  believes  that 
the  statements  contained  in  the  affidavit  made  by  the 
said  Annie  McMillan  and  filed  by  the  defendant,  Laura 
R.  (Tamer,  were  made  without  any  foundation  in  fact, 
and  in  revenge  for  the  threat  of  affiant  to  have  her  prose¬ 
cuted  for  blackmail. 

Affiant  further  says  he  does  not  remember  ever  having 
discussed  with  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  the  litigation  with 
the  said  Laura  R.  (Tamer,  and  certainly  never  discussed 
with  him  the  testimony  which  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
was  to  give  in  said  case.  He  absolutely  denies  that  he  or 
any  other  person,  to  his  knowledge,  used  any  coercion 
to  obtain  from  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  his  testimony 
as  to  his  relations  and  transactions  with  the  defendant 
Laura  R.  (Tamer. 

The  statements  made  in  the  affidavit  of  said  Annie 
McMillan  as  to  any  ill  treatment  received  by  the  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  at  the  hands  of  affiant  or  any  other 
person  in  affiant’s  family  are  absolutely  false.  Affiant, 
on  one  occasion,  found  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  at  the 
door  of  the  room  occupied  by  the  said  Annie  McMillan, 
having  heard  him  saying  in  a  loud  voice,  ‘‘No,”  several 
times.  Affiant  has  no  personal  knowledge  of  why  he  had 
gone  to  this  room,  but  is  informed  that  a  statement  was 
made  by  Mr.  Hurd  to  the  wife  of  affiant  on  the  next  day. 

Affiant  says  that  the  only  restrictions  imposed  upon 
the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  were  imposed  in  accordance 
with  the  explicit  directions  of  his  attending  physician, 
Dr.  Lyman  G.  Barton,  and  that  otherwise  he  was  free 
and  uncontrolled  in  his  movements.  He  expressed  him¬ 
self  as  being  wholly  contented  and  happy  with  his  sur- 


roundings,  and  affiant  knows  that  he  received  every 
possible  attention  that  could  have  been  given  him. 

Byron  L.  Hurd.  . 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913.  J 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of  Essex , 

New  York. 

Exhibits  1  to  8. 

330  West  95th,  N.  Y. 

Dec.  26th  1911. 

My  Dear  Byron:  Yours  received  with  Draft  for  ten 
do  ars  many  thanks  I  will  see  to  it  that  Fanna  gets  five 
dollars  worth  of  good  Exmass  presants  as  from  you  we 
went  up  to  Lees  yesterday  for  Exmass  dinner  and  he  had 
too  big  fine  fat  turkeys  on  the  table  that  you  Sent  him 
and  they  wer  fine  and  tender  and  Violets  mother  and 
iamaley  wer  there  and  we  had  a  splendid  tome  and  we 
thought  you  would  be  there  and  we  wer  quite  disapointed 
but  I  know  it  is  difacult  for  a  farmer  to  leave  the  farm 
as  there  is  much  to  look  after  Some  times  I  think  I 
would  like  to  Sit  at  that  east  window  and  look  out  and 
see  the  cows  go  hr  and  out  of  the  barn  I  was  always 
tond  of  the  farm  life,  we  have  a  verey  fine  apartment  and 
we  life  Splendid  and  if  you  can  sell  the  farm  and  come 
down  here  and  live  we  would  all  be  as  happy  as  could  be 
and  I  think  you  ought  to  be  able  to  sell  it  at  the  low 
price  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  I  expt  it  is  getting  to 
be  cold  up  there  now  we  are  having  nice  weather  down 
here  but  lots  of  Fog  off  the  river. 

Shal  be  glad  to  hear  from  vou  at  any  time 
with  Love  from  Father 

F.  J.  Hurd. 

330  West  95th  St.,  N.  Y.  City, 

Jan.  12th ,  1912. 

Dear  Son  Byron:  Well  how  is  the  world  going  with 
you  I  expt  you  are  rather  lonesom  being  there  in  the 
house  all  alone  the  nights  must  seam  long  I  hope  you 
will  be  able  to  sell  the  farm  in  the  Spring  and  then  come 
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down  here  and  we  will  all  be  as  happy  as  clams  in  high 
tide  .  .  .  we  wish  you  would  come  down  and  see 

us  if  you  do  not  stay  more  than  a  day  or  two 
With  Love  from  Father 
Will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you 


330  West  95th  St.,  N.  Y. 

January  23d ,  1912. 

Dear  Bykon:  \ors  reed  am  always  glad  to  hear  from 
you  am  glad  the  men  came  to  see  the  farm  and  hope 
you  will  soon  sell  it  and  come  down  here  Genie  is  going 
to  play  the  Democratic  Club  tonight  I  expect  to  see  them 
tomorrow  up  here  Lee  went  to  the  Doctors  meeting 
last  night  and  \  iolet  and  Fannie  went  down  to  see  the 
Church  lit  up  they  say  it  was  a  waste  of  money  Just 
like  Spring  down  here  now  Leon  tin  and  her  mother  was 
here  yesterday  Fannie  has  gawn  down  to  pay  the  gass 
bill  I  am  sorry  to  hear  about  Merritts  wife  a  man  dont 
know  how  to  appreciate  a  wife  till  he  looses  her  we  got 
some  of  the  nice  buttur  you  sent  down  they  paid  50c 
a  pound  Friday  for  it  have  not  seen  Lee  for  several 
days  but  the  boys  come  in  every  day  if  you  sell  the  farm 
and  come  down  here  I  think  you  will  like  it  here  we  have 
a  nice  little  apartment  and  we ‘can  games  of  cards 
and  I  wont  be  so  lonesome  1  think  you  will  like  it  here 
in  X  Y  for  there  is  always  so  much  going  on  here  that  one 
can  see  .  . 

1  like  to  hear  from  you  often  and  as  I  say  I  hope  you 
will  be  able  to  sull  the  farm  and  we  will  be  all  right  with 
Lofe  from 

Father 

F.  J.  Hurd. 


330  West  05th  st.,  X.  Y., 

Jan.  19,  1912. 

Dear  Son  Byron:  \oure  nice  long  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  am  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  that  you  are 
so  well  and  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  lie  able  to  sell  the  farm 
this  Spring  and  then  you  can  come  down  here  we  have  a 
verey  nice  littl  apartment  and  will  be  as  happy  as  can 
be  Fauna  got  youre  nice  letter  to  her  and  was  pleased  to 
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1?<‘t  it.  it  lias  been  verey  cold  down  here  but  to  dav  is 
wanner  and  is  raineng  quite  had  and  is  taking  the  snow 
off  which  we  shal  be  verey  glad  to  see  gone,  when  1  keep 
still  I  feel  purfectley  well  but  when  I  exorsise  in  the  least 
I  can  heard  ey  get  my  breath  so  I  expt  most  any  moment 
that  tins  old  heart  of  mine  may  stop  beating  and  this 

will  be  the  end  of  old  90  year  Hurd  let  us  hear  from  you 
often  with  Love  from 

Father 

F.  J.  Hurd 


330  West  95th  st.,  N.  Y., 

Feb.  5th ,  12. 

Dear  Byron:  Youre  letter  received  also  the  calendar 
thanks  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  well  I  expt  it  is  prettv 
cold  up  there  it  is  verey  cold  here  to  day  and  I  am  thank- 
ini  that  our  apartment  is  warm  and  nice 

I  am  feeling  verey  well  and  hope  this  will  find  you  the 
same  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  sell  the  farm  and  then 
you  can  come  down  here  we  air  getting  anxious  to  see 
y°u  with  Love  from  Father 

F.  J.  Hurd 


330  West  95th,  N.  Y. 

I )ear  Son  :  5  ours  of  7th  received  and  was  glad  to  hear 
from  you  and  that  you  are  so  well  I  think  Lee  is  doing  a 
good  business  he  stands  verey  high  with  profession  men 
and  he  is  a  good  fellow  and  they  air  a  verey  happy  fama- 
ley  and  we  can  all  be  proud  of  him  we  get  the  papers  you 
semi  down  and  am  much  obliged  they  give  us  a  plenty 
o  reading  fioin  the  north  our  Apartment  is  warm  and 
nice  and  you  would  like  it  here  much  so  do  the  best  you 
can  to  sell  the  farm  and  come  down 

^  ith  Much  Love  from  Father 

F.  J.  Hurd 


330  West  95th  st., 

Mar.  11,  N.  Y.,  1912. 

My  Dear  Son:  Youre  card  reed  am  glad  to  hear  from 
you  it  found  me  well  and  feeling  fine  Shal  be  glad  to 
get  the  field  glass  it  will  help  me  much  to  see  the  mo¬ 
biles  better  I  hope  you  will  have  good  luck  to  sell  the 
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farm  for  we  air  anxious  to  have  you  here  and  I  think 
you  will  enjoy  yoursilf  much  better  here  than  up  there 
all  alone  on  the  farm  we  are  so  niceley  fixed  and  so  cum- 
furtable  and  warm  the  Snow  is  all  gone  and  it  is  warm 
and  pleasant  I  hear  you  air  going  to  advertise  the  farm 
in  a  City  paper  I  think  that  will  be  a  good  plan 

Lees  folks  are  all  well  and  the  children  are  down  here 
every  day  and  make  plenty  of  nois  let  us  hear  from  you 
often.  with  Love 

From  Cramp 


330  95  St.,  N.  Y., 

July  16  th ,  1912. 

Dear  Son:  Well  is  every  thing  with  you  now  days 
hope  you  are  all  right  I  expt  you  are  a  little  lomeson 
nights  but  day  times  you  so  much  to  look  after  that  you 
dont  get  lonesom  .  .  .  do  you  have  any  one  looking 

after  the  farm  now  days  I  suppose  there  is  a  plenty  of 
men  that  would  take  it  if  you  would  give  it  to  them  I 
am  in  hops  you  can  call  it  for  I  know  you  would  enjoy 
living  in  this  little  apartment  and  there  is  a  plenty  that 
you  could  go  see  so  you  would  get  lonesom  I  dont  get 
out  of  the  house  my  breath  is  to  short  for  that  the  Spiv 
glass  comes  in  verey  niceley  to  look  out  and  see  the 
mobuls  pass  up  the  street  if  you  should  sell  the  farm  you 
have  a  lot  stuff  to  sell  I  wish  you  had  thrown  in  a  lot  of 
stuff  to  that  man  that  would  pay  $2500-  well  you  will 
run  a  cross  some  man  one  of  these  days  that  can  pay 
enough  down  to  make  it  all  right 

well  let  us  hear  from  you  often  we  like  to  get  youre 
letter  with  Love  from 

Cramp 


Exhibit  9. 

Dear  Mr.  Hurd:  I  had  to  write  to  you  as  I  have  been 
to  a  Dr.  and  he  told  me  how  I  was  and  he  will  charge  me 
25  dollars  to  take  it  away  and  if  I  let  it  go  to  far  he  wont 
do  anything  for  me  please  answer  at  once  as  I  have  to 
go  to  him  on  Friday  again  if  you  can  send  at  once  please 
do  so.  I  ask  Dennis  to  give  you  this  as  I  am  going  to 


take  a  place  as  nurse  and  want  you  to  sign  enclosed 
paper.  Address  my  letter 

Mrs.  McMillan 

Scarsdale,  N.  Y. 

(On  front  of  envelope) : 

Give  this  only  to  Mr.  B.  L.  Hurd. 

Mr.  B.  L.  Hurd, 

private. 

(On  hack  of  envelope) : 

Oct.  21 ,  1911. 

Mr.  Hurd  I  am  taking  a  place  as  nurse  and  want  you 
to  please  put  your  name  to  this  enclosed  paper  if  you 
please  and  return  the  paper  to  me  as  1  have  to  send  it  in 
at  once  and  oblige. 

Exhibit  10. 

t 

Mrs.  McMillan :  \ our  letter  surely  surprised  me  as  I 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  you.  Mrs.  Hurd  saw  the 
letter  and  said  if  it  was  true  she  will  get  divorce  so  it 
caused  a  lot  of  trouble.  1  can’t  see  why  you  should  accuse 
me  of  such  a  thing.  If  you  write  me  again  dont  send  it 
through  the  hired  men,  send  it  by  the  mail  openly.  I 
will  prosecute  you  for  blackmail  if  you  dont  write  and 
contradict  the  assertion  in  your  letter.  I  was  never 
accused  of  such  a  thing  before. 

B.  L.  Hurd. 

State  of  New  York,  / 

County  of  Essex , 

Frances  Harriet  Hurd,  being  first  duly  sworn,  says: 
That  she  is  the  wife  of  Byron  L.  Hurd,  the  son  of  the 
late  Fenton  J.  Hurd;  that  Fenton  J.  Hurd  resided  with 
her  husband  and  his  family  in  Whallonsburgh,  New 
\ork  from  June,  1910,  to  November,  1911,  when  they 
removed  to  the  city  of  New  York.  That  she  had  read  the 
affidavit  of  the  woman  Annie  McMillan  Cuff,  filed  by 
Laura  R.  Cramer,  and  that  the  statements  therein  made, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  affiant,  are  absolutely  false.  That 
while  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  lived  with  affiant,  from 
June,  1910,  to  his  death  in  January,  1913,  affiant  and 
her  husband  and  family  did  everything  in  their  power 
to  make  life  happy  and  pleasant  for  him,  and  he  seemed 


entirely  contented  with  his  surroundings,  though  he  com¬ 
plained  of  his  physical  condition  all  the  while.  lie  had  a 
severe  heart  trouble,  which  made  it  difficult  for  him  to 
indulge  in  exertion,  and  affiant  did  what  she  could  to 
comply  with  the  directions  of  his  physician,  Dr.  Lyman 
b •  Karton,  and  in  this  respect  only  was  there  any  re¬ 
striction  on  his  movements.  \lr.  Hurd  seemed  to  appre¬ 
ciate  the  care  he  received  and  evinced  a  sincere  regard 
for  affiant,  her  husband  and  other  members  of  the 
family. 

Affiant  talked  daily  with  Mr.  Hurd  and  he  many  times 
told  her  the  story  of  his  life  while  at  Mrs.  Cramer's  and 
of  the  spirit  letters  she  had  written  for  him.  He  spoke 
frequently  of  the  pending  litigation  and  of  how  he  hoped 
for  a  successful  outcome,  and  was  greatly  worried  over 
the  long  time  that  elapsed  between  the  hearing  of  the 
cause  and  its  decision  some  nineteen  months  later  bv 
Mr.  Justice  Gould.  Mr.  Hurd  was  kept  fully  posted  as 
to  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  knew  and  approved 
everything  that  was  done,  including  the  taking  of  an 
appeal  to  this  court. 

Affiant  does  not  believe  that  Air.  Hurd  ever  made  the 
statements  contained  in  the  affidavit  of  the  said  Annie 
McMillan  (  uff  for  the  reason  that  at  no  time  in  any  of 
the  many  conversations  on  the  subject  affiant  had  with 
him  did  he  say  anything  to  indicate  he  entertained  any 
such  views.  Mr.  Hurd  appeared  to  believe  in  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  the  letters  he  said  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  him  from 
his  wife  until  her  answer,  in  which  she  denied  writing 
any  such  letters,  was  shown  him,  and  from  that  time 
he  spoke  bitterly  of  her  and  the  way  she  had  tricked 
him. 

The  woman  Annie  McMillan  was  employed  on  the 
farm  as  cook  and  waitress  from  about  July  21,  1911,  to 
September  29,  1911,  when  she  left.  Both  she  and  her 
daughter  were  of  low  morals,  and  affiant  had  to  forbid 
any  association  between  the  daughter  Daisy  and  affiant’s 
grandchildren  for  this  reason.  On  one  occasion  in  the 
evening  affiant  heard  what  appeared  to  be  a  dispute 
between  Mr.  Hurd  and  Annie  McMillan,  Mr.  Hurd 
saying  “No”  loudly  several  times,  whereupon  affiant 
took  Mr.  Hurd  and  put  him  back  in  bed,  and  on  the  next 
day  was  told  by  him  that  the  McMillan  woman  wished 
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to  sleep  in  his  room  the  night  before  and  he  had  refused, 
and  this  was  the  dispute  affiant  had  heard. 

Affiant  denies  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  ever  ill-treated  by 
her  or  any  of  the  members  of  her  family,  or  that  her 
husband,  Byron  L.  Hurd,  ever  struck  him.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  she  says  that  he  received  only  the  kindest  care  and 
attention  all  the  while  and  appreciated  the  same.  Affiant 
believes  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  affidavit 
of  the  McMillan  woman  are  absolutely  untrue  and 
were  made  in  an  effort  to  revenge  herself  on  Byron  L. 
Hurd  for  his  refusal  to  pay  her  money  and  his  threat  to 
have  her  prosecuted  for  blackmail, 

Frances  Harriet  Hurd. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913. 


Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  of  the  County  of  Essex,  New  York. 


State  of  New  York, 

County  of  Essex, 


ss: 


Eli  Duprey,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says: 
That  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Byron  L. 
Hurd  near  Whallonsburgh  during  the  time  that  Mr. 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  there  from  June,  1910,  to  November 
1911.  That  he  saw  a  good  deal  of  Mr.  Hurd  and  would 
see  him  almost  every  day,  and  frequently  talked  with 
him.  Affiant  helped  to  take  care  of  Air.  Hurd  during 
several  spells  of  sickness  that  he  had  while  living  at  the 
farm.  Air.  Hurd,  so  far  as  affiant  observed,  always  re¬ 
ceived  the  very  best  care  and  attention,  and  everything 
that  could  be  done  for  his  personal  comfort  was  done  by 
Air.  and  Airs.  Byron  Hurd  and  the  other  members  of 
the  household.  Air.  Hurd  appeared  to  be  well  contented 
with  his  situation.  He  seemed  to  have  what  money  he 
needed,  and  always  made  small  gifts  of  money  to  those 
who  rendered  him  any  service.  His  relations  with  Mr. 
Byron  always  seemed  to  be  very  pleasant,  and  I  never 
heard  of  his  being  ill-treated  by  Air.  Byron  Hurd,  or  by 
any  member  of  the  family. 

Affiant  was  called  upon  some  weeks  ago  by  a  young 


man  who  he  did  not  know,  and  whose  name  he  does  not 
recall,  and  asked  many  questions  about  Mr.  Hurd  and 
his  life  at  the  farm,  and  how  he  was  treated  by  his  family, 
which  questions  he  answered  in  the  same  way  as  stated  in 
this  affida\  it.  Affiant  did  not  know  who  the  young  man 
represented,  but  has  since  been  led  to  believe  that  he 
was  acting  for  a  Mrs.  Cramer,  against  who  he  under¬ 
stood  Mr.  Hurd  had  a  suit  pending.  Affiant  is  not  now 
employed  by  Mr.  Byron  L.  Hurd,  but  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Delaware  A'  Hudson  Railroad  Company. 

Eli  Dupre v. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  dav  of 
June,  1913. 

Lee  Lockwood, 

Notary  Public  in  and/or  the  County  of  Essex, 

New  York. 

State  of  New  York,  [ 

City  and  County  of  New  York ,  \  ss: 

I,  Linda  Violet  Hurd,  on  oath,  say  that  I  am  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Lee.  M.  Hurd,  who  is  a  grandson  of  the  late 
Fenton  J.  Hurd.  That  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  the  said 
Fenton  J.  Hurd,  especially  during  the  last  three  years  of 
his  life.  During  a  part  of  the  time  he  made  his  home 
with  me  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  and  then  went  to 
the  home  of  his  son,  Byron  L.  Hurd,  near  Whallonsburg, 
New  York,  at  which  place  I  frequently  saw  him.  I  know 
that  everything  possible  was  done  for  him  by  his  son 
Byron  L.  Hurd  and  family  to  make  life  pleasant  for 
him.  He  was  never,  to  my  knowledge,  subjected  to  any 
ill  treatment  at  the  hands  of  his  son  or  any  member  of 
the  family,  and  he  often  spoke  to  me  in  appreciation  of 
the  care  and  attention  ho  was  receiving.  He  seemed 
both  happy  and  contented,  and  was  very  fond  of  my 
children,  who  were  there  much  of  the  time.  Mr.  Hurd, 
from  the  time  he  reached  my  home  in  Greenwich  in 
March,  1910,  was  very  feeble  and  suffered  with  a  severe 
disease  of  the  heart  which  prevented  him  from  walking 
more  than  a  few  steps  at  a  time.  He  spent  his  time  at 
\\  hallonsburg  about  the  house  and  the  immediate  ground, 


occasionally  going;  for  a  carriage  or  automobile  ride 
with  members  of  the  family.  He  seemed  very  fond  of  me 
and  talked  with  me  very  freely  of  his  life  while  with  the  de¬ 
fendant  Cramer.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  suit 
then  pending  to  recover  moneys  she  had  obtained  from 
him,  and  many  times  told  me  of  the  writing  by  her  of 
letters  which  she  said  came  from  his  deceased  wife 
Mary.  I  know  positively  that  no  coercion  was  used  in 
the  matter  of  the  taking  of  his  testimony,  either  on  his 
direct  examination  or  on  his  examination  in  rebuttal. 
He  had  a  number  of  times,  prior  to  the  time  his  testi¬ 
mony  was  taken  in  August,  1910,  told  me  of  the  writing 
by  Mrs.  Cramer  of  alleged  “spirit  letters”  urging  him 
to  give  money  to  her  and  that  he  had  done  so,  and  he 
had  also  written  letters  to  a  Mrs.  Irene  Shafer,  which  I 
had  seen,  and  in  which  he  told  the  same  story.  My  hus¬ 
band,  Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  saw  Fenton  J.  Hurd  only  for  a 
day  or  two  between  the  time  Mr.  Hurd  left  our  house  in 
Greenwich,  in  June,  1910,  and  the  time  Mr.  Hurd’s 
deposition  was  taken  about  the  middle  of  August,  1910, 
and  did  not  see  him  from  September,  1910,  until  long 
after  his  deposition  in  rebuttal  was  taken  in  January, 
1911.  I  further  say  that  I  know  the  woman  Annie 
McMillan  and  her  daughter  Daisy.  It  was  through  me 
she  was  employed  as  cook  in  the  family  of  Byron  L. 
Hurd  at  Whallonsburg,  and  I  was  there  several  weeks 
while  she  was  employed  there.  Her  service  was  un¬ 
satisfactory,  and  she  left  the  employment,  and  subse¬ 
quently,  I  am  informed,  made  charges  and  demanded 
money  from  Byron  L.  Hurd  until  threatened  with  prose¬ 
cution,  when  the  charges  and  demands  ceased. 

I  was  in  Whallonsburg  at  the  time  Mr.  Hurd  had  a 
severe  attack  of  illness,  in  August,  1910,  about  a  week 
prior  to  the  taking  of  his  deposition  in  chief.  My  hus¬ 
band  was  then  in  the  west,  and  I  notified  Mr.  Richard  A. 
Ford,  one  of  the  counsel  in  this  case,  of  the  seriousness 
of  Mr.  Hurd's  condition,  and  he  arranged  for  the  taking 
of  the  deposition.  I  know  that  at  no  time  between  that 
date  and  the  date  the  deposition  was  actually  taken  did 
Byron  L.  Hurd  talk  with  Mr.  Hurd  about  the  case  or 
about  his  testimony.  Mr.  Hurd  seemed  glad  to  have  me 
with  him  and  I  nursed  him  much  of  the  time  he  was  in 
bed,  and  until  some  time  after  his  testimony  was  taken. 
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He  was  too  ill  for  some  days  to  talk  with  anyone  about 
the  case.  I  am  confident  that  Mr.  Byron  L.  Hurd 
seldom,  il  ever,  mentioned  the  case  in  the  hearing  of  his 
father— certainiy  never  in  my  presence.  I  also  know  that 
All.  Hurd  had  what  money  he  needed  for  his  personal 
expenses,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  making  gifts  of  small 

amounts  to  the  servants  or  others  rendering  him  anv 
service.  J 

Linda  \  iolet  Hurd. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  dav  of 
June,  A.  D.  1913.  y 

(seal.]  Luella  F.  Little, 

Notary  Public  New  York  County ,  N.  Y. 


City  of  New  York,  | 

State  of  New  York,  (  ss  : 

I,  Clara  Blanche  Myers,  on  oath  say  that  I  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd,  and  visited  the 
home  of  his  son,  Byron  L.  Hurd,  near  Whallonsburgh 
A.  where  the  said  Fenton  J.  Hurd  then  resided  in 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  1911.  The  affiant  was  there 
part  ot  the  time  while  the  woman  Annie  McMillan  was 
employed  as  cook.  Affiant  had  every  opportunity  to 
observe  the  treatment  received  by  the  said  Fenton  J 
Hurd  from  his  son,  Byron  L.  Hurd,  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  and  knows  that  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  kind  and  thoughtful.  Byron  L.  Hurd  never  to 
affiant  s  knowledge  struck  or  ill-treated  his  father  and 
if  there  had  been  any  such  striking  or  ill  treatment 
affiant  would  have  known  it.  Affiant  frequently  heard 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  speak  in  appreciation  of  the  care  he  was 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  his  son  Byron  and  the  other 
members  of  his  family  and  of  how  very,  pleasant  they 
made  fife  for  him;  that  he  was  very  happy  and  contented, 
haul  rent  on  J.  Hurd  was  then  ninety  years  of  age  and  was 
suffering  severely  with  heart  disease  so  that  he  could 
walk  but  a  few  steps  at  a  time  and  spent  his  days  about 
the  house  and  the  immediate  grounds.  Affiant  saw'  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  every  day  from  about  eleven  a.  m.  to  eight  p.  m 
and  he  appeared  very  happy  in  the  society  of  his  family 
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aiul  the  children  of  l)r.  Lee  M.  Hurd,  who  were  there 
at  the  time,  and  ol  whom  he  seemed  very  fond. 

Clara  Blanche  Myers. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1913. 

[seal.]  R.  H.  Morgan,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  New  York  County. 


UK,  | 

York,  \ss: 


City  of  New  You 
State  of  New 

Eugenie  Blanche  Myers,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on 
oath,  duly  says  that  she  knew  the  late  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
and  was  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Byron  L.  Hurd,  near 
Whallonsburgh,  N.  Y.,  in  the  months  of  June  and  July, 
1911.  Mr.  Fenton  J.  Hurd  was  then  living  with  his  son. 
Affiant  had  opportunity  to  observe  the  treatment  re¬ 
ceived  by  Fenton  J.  Hurd  from  his  son  Byron  and  the 
other  members  of  the  family,  and  knows  that  it  was  al¬ 
ways  kind  and  thoughtful.  Affiant  heard  Fenton  J. 
Hurd  speak  appreciatively  of  the  care  he  was  receiving 
and  heard  him  say  that  he  was  happy  and  contented. 
He  was  suffering  severely  with  heart  trouble,  so  that  he 
could  walk  but  a  few  steps  at  a  time,  and  spent  his  days 
on  the  porch  and  about  the  immediate  ground. 

Eugenie  Blanche  Myers. 

•  • 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of 
June,  A.  I).  1913. 

[seal.]  R.  H.  Morgan,  Jr., 

Notary  Public,  New  York  County,  N.  Y. 


District  of  Columbia,  ss: 

Richard  A.  Ford,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says 
that  he  is  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause 
and  has  had  active  charge  of  the  conduct  of  the  case  from 
its  inception.  That  he  has  read  the  affidavit  of  Arthur 
A.  Birney,  filed  with  the  petition  of  the  defendant 
Cramer  in  this  cause,  and  knows  that  the  statements 
made  therein  and  inferences  attempted  to  be  drawn 
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are  not  only  unfair  but  misleading.  The  circumstances 
attending  the  taking  of  the  deposition-in-chief  of  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  are  clearly  set  forth  in  the  record  of  this  cause 
(Rec.,  pp.  82,  83,  190-192),  anil  show  that  not  only  was 
there  a  persistent  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
(.  ramer  to  influence  the  testimony  of  the  said  Hurd 
which  has  not  been  denied,  but  that  the  utmost  unfair¬ 
ness  was  resorted  to  on  his  cross-examination  by  defend¬ 
ant  s  counsel  to  trick  him  into  an  admission  that  he  had 
borrowed  four  thousand  dollars  (*4,000)  from  the  de¬ 
fendant  (  ramer  (Rec.,  p.  01),  a  claim  which  she,  if  not 
her  counsel,  knew  to  be  false,  and  that  the  letters  exhib¬ 
it e(  to  Air.  Hurd  reciting  such  a  loan  were  purely  ficti- 
ious  (Rec.,  pp.  315-317).  On  the  cross-examination  of 
-Mrs.  Cramer,  affiant  endeavored  to  elicit  from  her  in¬ 
formation  as  to  whether,  at  the  time  Mr.  Hurd’s  depo¬ 
sition  was  taken,  she  had  informed  her  counsel  of  the 
facts  as  to  these  letters;  but  upon  objection  of  her  coun¬ 
sel,  she  declined  to  answer  the  questions,  and  her  counsel 
thereby  assumed  responsibility  for  the  trick  attempted 
to  be  played  on  Hurd  (Rec.,  pp.  381-384).  This  fact 
affords  a  sufficient  explanation,  if  one  be  needed,  for  the 
refusal  to  permit  the  counsel  for  defendant,  in  the  midst 
of  the  examination  m  rebuttal  of  Mr.  Hurd,  to  inter¬ 
view  him  “privately  and  alone.” 

As  to  the  claim  that  the  testimony  of  Fenton  .1.  Hurd 
was  m  any  way  coerced,  affiant  knows,  and  counsel  for 
the  defendant  Cramer  should  know,  the  claim  to  be 
out ii oly  false.  Mr.  Hurd  was  cross-examined  at  great 
length  on  two  separate  occasions  by  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant  at  times  when  his  condition  was  such  that  if 
ns  testimony  had  been  coerced  it  would  have  been  easv 
to  demonstrate  it,  and  their  failure  is  itself  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  present  unfounded  claim.  This  claim 
of  coercion  was  attempted  to  be  urged  both  in  the  brief 
and  argument  of  counsel  for  defendant.  Its  present  repeti- 
t ion  makes  n  proper  for  affiant  to  state  to  the  court 
what  lias  heretofore  been  stated  to  Mr.  Wharton  E. 

ester,  of  the  counsel  for  defendant,  as  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  this  suit  was  brought.  Before  ac¬ 
cepting  a  retainer  in  the  case  affiant  insisted  upon  a 
personal  interview  with  Fenton  .1.  Hurd,  and  for  that 
purpose  spent  an  entire  evening  with  him  in  Greenwich, 


Conn.  I  hat  interview  was  absolutely  free  from  coer¬ 
cion  or  suggestion  of  coercion  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
and  was  had  by  affiant  solely  for  the  purpose  of  deter¬ 
mining  his  own  action  as  to  whether  he  should  accept 
a  retainer  to  bring  the  suit.  Affiant  closely  questioned 
Mr.  Hurd  as  to  his  relations  with  Mrs.  Cramer,  as  to 
the  writing  by  her  of  letters  purporting  to  be  from  his 
deceased  wife  and  the  nature  of  such  letters,  and  as  to 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  parties  at  the  times 
the  letters  were  written;  and  the  result  of  that  interview 
was  that  affiant  became  and  has  remained  convinced 
that  Hurd  had  been  grossly  imposed  upon  and  his  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  defendant  taken  advantage  of.  On  re¬ 
turning  to  Washington,  affiant’s  associate,  Wallace 
Donald  McLean,  interviewed  the  defendant  Cramer 
with  the  result  detailed  in  his  testimony  (Rec.,  pp. 
189-190).  Affiant  says  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hurd 
as  contained  in  the  record  is  absolutely  in  accord  with 
the  facts  stated  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  interview 
referred  to,  though  wanting,  by  reason  of  the  great 
physical  disability  of  Mr.  Hurd  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
of  his  deposition,  in  some  of  the  details  given  in  that 
interview.  Affiant  assumes  entire  responsibility  for  the 
taking  of  the  deposition  of  Air.  Hurd  at  the  time  and 
place  at  which  it  was  taken.  Having  been  advised  that 
Mr.  Hurd  had  suffered  a  severe  collapse  and  that  his 
death  seemed  imminent,  affiant  served  notice  on  Mr. 
Birney  ol  the  taking  of  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Hurd  de 
bene  esse  in  accordance  with  law.  Subsequently,  after 
the  cause  was  at  issue,  affiant  applied  to  the  court  below 
tor  a  commission  to  take  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Hurd  in 
the  cause,  which  action  wras  opposed  by  counsel  for  the 
defendant  Cramer,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  taking 
ot  the  deposition  de  bene  esse  were  fully  presented  to  the 
court  in  affiadivits  of  Air.  Arthur  A.  Birney  and  by  affiant 
and  the  court  below  declined  to  issue  a  commission, 
stating  that  the  witness  having  been  examined  and  cross- 
examined  there  wras  no  occasion  for  the  retaking  of  his 
deposition. 

Affiant  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  affidavits 
filed  with  the  petition  of  the  defendant  Cramer  were  in 
the  possession  of  her  counsel  prior  to  the  recess  of  this 
court,  and  could  have  been  presented  in  time  for  the 
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matter  to  have  been  disposed  of  prior  to  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  this  court,  and  that  it  was  not  until  after  the 
refusal  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to 
grant  her  petition  for  a  writ  of  certiorari,  and  after  this 
court  had  ordered  its  mandate  to  issue  forthwith,  that 
the  present  attempt  still  further  to  delay  the  ending  of 
this  litigation  is  made  an  attempt  which  affiant  verily 
)ehe\  es  is  not  made  in  good  faith,  but  solely  for  purposes 
of  delay,  nothing  being  stated  in  the  petition  or  affidavits 
to  justify  a  bill  of  review. 

Richard  A.  Ford. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this 
July,  A.  D.  1913. 


1st  day  of 


[notarial  seal.]  Charles  CL  Allen, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Letters  From  Fenton  J.  Hurd. 

Wiiallonsburg,  Sept.  XO,  19 10. 

All  Dear  Aingel  f  at  (Irani)  Daughter:  Youre  nice 
card  and  letter  received  and  I  am  always  glad  to  hear 
from  my  pet  girl.  I  had  a  little  bad  Spell  and  went  to 
bed  for  a  couple  days  but  am  all  right  now  onley  I  have 
to  mo\e  rather  Slow  I  am  glad  that  you  are  getting 
along  so  niceley  with  youre  house  cleaning  so  we  shal 
soon  you  up  here  but  I  regret  verey  much  that  you  can 
stay  onley  for  so  short  a  time,  for  I  am  afraid  I  will 
never  see  you  again  after  you  leave  well  I  dont  care  if 
you  do  bring  me  up  the  So  in  quarters  for  I  think  that 
"iH  ^  the  last  that  you  will  have  to  ever  have  to  give 
me  they  will  last  as  long  as  1  shal  live  the  children  are 
doing  hneley  1  can  see  them  a  running  out  on  the  green 
lawn  while  I  am  writing  and  Reed  can  run  as  fast  as 
Anson  or  the  girls  Byron  is  busey  putting  his  corn  in  his 
Mlo  1  think  he  has  about  twenty  acres  in  all  ready  it  is  a 
wonder  how  much  he  can  put  in  it  for  it  is  now  onley 
about  half  full,  we  are  having  fine  weather  which  we 
aie  all  verey  thankful  for.  I  expt  Leona  is  at  her  grand 
Mothers  yet  having  a  good  time  Sweet  little  thing  she 
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liked  me  after  I  pulled  her  heair  with  Love  to  all  and  a 
kiss  for  my  fat  Girl 
From  Gramp 

F.  J.  Hurd. 


Whallonsburg,  Oct.  6th ,  1910. 
Dear  Lee:  Yours  of  4th  reed  I  never  emploid  Dr 
Meckenack  not  for  one  day  Mrs.  Cramer  employed  him 
to  help  her  fix  up  the  medasin  that  she  gave  me  and  if  she 
had  given  me  one  more  dose  she  would  have  accomplished 
her  object.  Reed  is  perfectly  well  has  not  had  an  attack 
for  ten  days.  Will  send  the  memorandum  book  by 
Violet  dont  let  it  get  lost  and  return  it  by  youre  Mother 
when  she  comes  home 
All  well  with  love  to  all 
From  Gramp 


Whallonsburg,  Oct.  15,  1910. 

Dear  Lee:  I  have  been  thinking  whether  it  would  not 
be  Just  as  well  for  you  if  I  cut  out  the  leaf  that  has  the 
Cramer  tests  on  and  send  to  you  for  I  am  afraid  the 
book  may  get  lost  and  I  woould  loos  it  for  nothing  I 
hear  you  have  taken  up  my  note  that  the  St  Charles 
bank  held  I  expt  that  you  have  got  the  money  on  the 
E  E  Smith  mortgage  the  babies  are  all  right  Reed  has 
no  more  spells  and  runs  arround  as  well  as  any  one  With 
Love  from  Gramp 

We  are  all  waiting  very  anxious  to  see  Violet 


Whallonsburg,  Oct.  8,  1910. 
Dear  Lee:  you  wrote  me  that  nurs  and  Doctor 
Masshneck  was  coming  over  to  your  side  to  testafy 
well  that  is  all  right  as  far  as  the  nurs  is  consumed,  but 
you  dont  want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  that  Doctor 
for  he  will  work  for  Mrs  Cramer  .  .  . 

with  Love  to  all  from 


Gramp 
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Whallonsburg,  Oct.  29th.  1910. 
Dear  Lee:  I  want  you  to  take  the  will  that  I  gave  to 
you  to  Some  compitant  Lawier  and  have  him  draw  up 
a  (  odasu  stating  that  in  ease  of  youre  Fathers  death 
that  the  same  amount  that  he  draws  Shal  go  to  youre 
Mother  during  her  life  and  send  it  to  me  for  me  to  sign 
and  return  to  you  for  you  to  attach  it  to  the  will  and  she 
will  keep  a  coppy  of  it  do  this  rite  away  as  life  is  uncertain 
with  Love  from  Gramp 

F.  J.  Hurd. 


Whallonsburg,  Dec.  7th,  1910. 

Dear  Lee:  I  appreciate  the  interest  you  take  in  my 
cumfort  hut  my  heart  trouble  is  so  severe  that  I  dont 
leave  the  house  onley  to  walk  out  on  the  stoop  and  this 
house  is  so  warm  and. nice  that  I  dont  need  any  heaver 
clothes  than  I  have  on  hand  well  now  Lee  about  busi¬ 
ness  youre  Father  is  rather  stingey  with  youre  Mother 
and  she  likes  to  have  a  little  pocket  monev  and  now  when 
you  send  him  any  money  yoou  send  him  Seventy-five 
dollars  and  Send  me  a  draft  for  twenty-five  dollars  and  I 
w  ill  gi\  e  that  to  your  Mouther  I  like  to  give  it  to  her 

myself  for  she  is  so  good  to  do  every  thing  for  mv  cum¬ 
fort  ... 

with  Love  and  Kisses  to  all  From  Gramp 

F.  J.  Hurd. 


Whallonsburg,  Essix  Co.,  N.  Y., 

Dec.  23,  1910. 

My  Dear  Violet:  Yours  of  20th  is  reed  and  what 
Mrs.  Cramer  swore  to  is  all  a  lie  and  I  think  the  Judg  will 
considder  it  so  if  Lee  was  there  he  had  statements  from 
me  to  show  that  she  was  being  I  enclose  a  letter  from 
Ross  which  he  can  send  to  the  Judg  if  he  thinks  best  it 
shows  what  kind  of  a  man  that  I  am.  What  an  old  being 
trolup  she  is  but  I  think  the  Judge  will  considder  it  so 
was  Lee  there  when  she  swore  at  the  hearing.  . 

with  Kisses  for  all  From  Gramp 

F.  J.  Hurd 
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W  hallonsburg,  Essix  Co.,  N.  Y., 

June  15 ,  1911. 

Dear  Grand  Son:  Youre  nice  burth  day  presents  is 
received  and  I  will  try  and  keep  my  nose  clean  I  have 
received  more  burth  day  presents  this  year  than  all  my 
life  before  I  think  it  must  mean  something  I  think  it 
will  be  the  last  time  that  my  friends  will  have  the  oper- 
tunaty  to  do  so  as  I  think  this  ols  heart  of  mine  has  got 
about  through  pumpkins,  I  think  you  air  mistaken 
about  my  owing  you  a  letter  for  I  always  answer  my 
letters  immediately  on  receiving  them  we  had  a  nice 
visit  with  Violet  we  all  hated  to  see  her  leave  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  all  having  a  great  time  and  are  all  very  well  we 
air  expecting  you  and  Violet  up  here  later  Leona  missed 
her  Mother  but  soon  got  over  it 

You  please  step  in  the  other  room  while  I  give  Violet 
a  kiss  ha  ha. 

with  Love  to  both  From 

Gramp 
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3ltt  %  (Enurt  of  Appeals 

OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

January  Term, 1913. 

No.  2483 

FENTON  J.  HURD,  BY  LEE  M.  HURD  AS  CON¬ 
SERVATOR  OF  HIS  PERSON  AND  ESTATE 
AND  AS  HIS  NEXT  FRIEND,  APPELLANT, 

VS. 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER  ET  AL.,  APPELLEES. 


Brier  for  the  Appellee,  Laura  R.  Cramer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  CASE; 

I 

1  he  appeal  is  by  a  plaintiff  from  a  decree  dismissing 
a  bill  in  equity  brought  to  recover  certain  gifts  of  money 
aggregating  S3 6, 000,  made  from  time  to  time  by  Fenton 
J.  Hurd  to  Mrs.  Cramer  between  May  23,  1904,  and 
May  8,  1909. 

The  original  bill  (Rec.,  p.  1),  and  the  first  amended 
bill  were  in  the  name  as  plaintiff  of  “Lee  M.  Hurd,  con¬ 
servator  of  the  person  and  estate  of  Fenton  J.  Hurd, 
incapable”  (Rec.,  p.  24).  There  being  no  such  officer 
as  a  “conservator”  and  no  such  condition  as  “incapable” 
known  to  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  second 
amendment  was  filed  in  the  style  given  in  the  caption 
hereto  (Rec.,  p.  37). 

In  substance  the  bill  charges  that  Fenton  J.  Hurd 
is  88  years  of  age;  that  for  ten  years  he  has  been  mentally 
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incapable  of  managing  his  own  business  affairs;  that 
during  all  of  that  period  Mrs.  Cramer  exercised  a  domi¬ 
nating  influence  over  him;  that,  he  being  a  spiritualist, 
Mrs.  Cramer  represented  herself  as  a  medium  capable 
of  communicating  with  spirits  of  the  dead;  that  she  pro¬ 
duced  to  him  communications  from  his  deceased  wife 
which  “contained  suggestions  and  requests  that  he 
should  place  large  sums  of  money  in  the  hands”  of  Mrs. 
Cramer,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  that  Mrs.  Cramer, 
by  these  false  and  fraudulent  suggestions,  obtained 
from  him  the  seven  sums  alleged,  aggregating  $36,350. 

It  is  further  charged  that  to  conceal  these  alleged 
frauds  Mrs.  Cramer  endeavored  to  estrange  Mr.  Hurd 
from  his  relatives  by  asserting  to  him  that  they 
were  indifferent  to  his  welfare  and  desirous  of  his  early 
death  in  order  that  they  might  come  into  possession 
of  his  estate.  Except  for  further  statements  showing 
investments  by  Mrs.  Cramer  of  the  moneys  received  by 
her,  and  the  claims  that  she  should  restore  them,  the 
capital  charges  made  by  the  plaintiff  will  all  be  found 
in  the  above  condensation;  they  are: 

1.  Mental  incapacity  in  plaintiff  for  ten  years. 

2.  A  dominating  influence  acquired  and  exercised 
by  Mrs.  Cramer. 

3.  The  fraudulent  assertion  by  Mrs.  Cramer  that 
she  was  a  medium  and  the  writing  by  her  of  fake  “spirit 
letters”  from  Hurd’s  deceased  wife  under  the  influence 
of  which  the  gifts  complained  of  were  made. 

Of  None  of  These  Charges  is  There  %  Any  Proof. — Of 
the  first,  that  of  mental  derangement,  no  proof  was 
attempted ,  though  Mr.  Hurd  had  been  in  contact  with 
many  people,  and  the  testimony  of  nineteen  witnesses 
produced  by  the  defendant,  who,  during  those  ten  years 
touched  him  at  as  many  different  angles,  established 
the  absolute  mental  soundness  of  the  plaintiff ;  their 
testimony  stands  uncontradicted. 


Of  the  charges  of  undue  influence  and  fraud  the  record 
is  equally  blank,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  defendant 
produced  the  most  convincing  written  proofs  of  the 
motives  which  animated  Mr.  Hurd  in  the  making  of  the 
gifts,  and  which  stamp  as  utterly  false  the  charges  now 
made  in  his  name  by  his  grandson. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CASE  AS  SHOWN  BY  THE  EVI¬ 
DENCE. 

Fenton  J.  Hurd,  89  years  of  age  at  the  filing  of  the 
bill  in  June,  1910,  accumulated  some  $90,000  in  iron¬ 
mining  at  Port  Henry,  N.  Y.  Thereafter  he  made  money 
by  lending  at  high  interest  on  the  security  of  farm  lands 
in  Minnesota  (Rec.,  p.  54).  He  and  his  wife  spent  their 
summers  in  Saratoga,  their  winters  in  the  South.  They 
had  one  son,  Byron,  a  farmer  living  hear  Whallonsburg, 
N.  Y.,  who  had  also  one  child,  Lee  M.  Hurd. 

Fenton  J.  Hurd  and  his  wife  were  both  spiritualists 
although  for  some  unknown  reason  he  denied  it  (Rec., 
p.  55).  His  wife  died  in  1891,  and  from  that  time  he 
made  his  home  in  Washington  where,  with  his  wife, 
he  had  spent  the  previous  winter  at  the  boarding  house 
of  a  Mrs.  Shafer  (Rec.,  p.  137),  with  whom  lived  her 
daughter,  Blanche,  both  of  whom  pretended  to  be  me¬ 
diums.  As  such  they  wrote  him  letters  purporting  to 
come  from  his  deceased  wife  and  informing  him  of  what 
was  going  on  in  the  other  world  (Rec.,  pp.  139,  147). 
Blanche  Shafer  died  in  1901 ;  the  testimony  of  the  mother 
shows  her  to  be  either  a  prevaricator  or  a  fool  (Rec.,  pp. 
147,  154).  She  is  the  only  witness  to  testify  to  the 
writing  of  spirit  letters,  she  knew  of  none  but  those 
written  by  herself  (the  conscious  authorship  she  denied), 
and  her  daughter,  and  she  knew  of  no  instance  in  which 
Mr.  Hurd  was  influenced  thereby  in  any  affair,  business 
or  otherwise  (Rec.,  p.  150). 


Within  a  year  or  two  after  his  wife’s  death  Mr.  Hurd, 
being  then  about  70  years  old,  paid  his  addresses  to 
a  Mrs.  Margaret  Smith,  and  wished  to  marry  her. 
Of  this  he  informed  his  son,  Byron,  who  at  once  came 
to  Washington  to  prevent  the  marriage,  by  force,  if 
necessary.  His  account  of  his  purposes  and  actions 
will  furnish  a  faint  idea  of  the  brutal  ruffianism  of  this 
son  toward  a  father  whose  generosity  to  him  had  been 
unfailing.  He  says  (Rec.,  p.  173): 

“Well,  it  wasn’t  but  a  few  seconds  before  I 
had  my  grip  packed  and  was  on  the  way  down 
toward  Washington. 

Q.  What  for? 

A.  I  intended  that  he  would  not  marry 
anybody. 

Q.  How  were  you  going  to  prevent  it? 

A.  My  father  is  deadly  afraid  of  firearms  and 
he  thinks  it  wouldn’t  take  very  much  for  me  to 
shoot  a  man;  and  maybe  it  wouldn’t.  I  don’t 
have  the  loveliest  temper,  probably,  that  any 
human  being  has  got;  and  we  have  used  that 
influence  to  keep  the  gentleman  from  marrying 
grass  widows  and  girls  16  or  18  years  old. 

Q.  You  did  use  that  influence  upon  him? 

A.  Yes.  I  thought  that  was  a  pretty  good 
thing  and  so  we  worked  it  for  all  it  was  worth.  .  .  . 
I  told  her  (Blanche  Shafer)  I  was  going  to  tell 
the  old  man  I  would  be  at  the  wedding  and 
I  would  try  to  make  their  souls  look  like  a  three- 
bottled  hell  before  I  got  through  with  them. 

Q.  By  that  you  meant  to  say  that  you  would 
shoot  him  with  his  wife,  whoever  it  might  be? 

A.  I  told  Blanche  that  was  my  plan  for  breaking 
the  thing  up,  and  she  said  not  to  do  that,  that 
she  had  a  better  plan  than  that.” 

Blanche  Shafer  having  knowledge  that  Mrs.  Smith 
was  receiving  visits  from  another  man  contrary  to  what 
she  had  told  Mr.  Hurd,  wrote  a  “spirit”  letter  to  Mr. 
Hurd  informing  him  of  that  fact  and  suggesting  that  he 


go  to  her  residence  at  a  certain  hour  and  be  convinced. 
He  went,  found  a  man  there,  thereby  satisfied  himself 
the  lady  had  deceived  him  and  the  marriage  did  not 
come  off.  For  this  service  Byron  Hurd  paid  Blanche 
Shafer  with  a  berry  spoon  costing  $25  (Rec.,  p.  174). 

Some  years  later,  probably  about  1900  (Rec.,  p.  359), 
Fenton  J.  Hurd  desired  to  marry  a  Miss  Hattie  Smith 
of  Minnesota,  and  so  informed  his  son,  who  forthwith 
went  to  Minnesota.  The  son’s  account  of  the  conversa¬ 
tion  between  them  is  in  part  as  follows  (Rec.,  p.  175): 

“I  said:  T  have  come  here  to  say  it.  There 
is  no  back-biting  about  this.  I  say  it  right  to 
your  face.  You  can’t  get  married  to  Miss  Smith 
or  Miss  Johnson  or  anybody  else.’  I  said,  T  will 
go  right  down  to  the  farm  and  have  your  property 
taken  and  put  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver.’  We 
talked  it  all  over  and  he  said  he  didn’t  intend 
to  get  married.  It  was  just  a  joke  to  see  what 
I  would  say.  I  said  ‘A  pretty  lovely  joke!’  and 
we  talked  it  right  out  to  a  finish.  He  said  he 
thought  he  had  the  right  to  do  what  he  had  a 
mind  to  with  his  money,  and  get  married  to  who 
he  wanted  to.  I  informed  him  he  couldn’t  do 
what  he  wanted  with  his  money,  and  he  couldn’t 
marry  who  he  wanted  to.  After  that  he  didn’t 
like  me  very  well  for  interfering  with  his  affairs.” 

That  these  threats  filled  Mr.  Hurd  with  both  fear  and 
resentment  is  clear  from  his  repeated  allusions  to  them 
in  conversation  and  from  his  two  letters  (Rec.,  pp.  12, 
13),  one  of  which  was  to  be  delivered  to  his  son  after  his, 
the  father’s  death. 

ACQUAINTANCE  WITH  MRS.  CRAMER. 

About  1893  Mr.  Hurd  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Mrs.  Cramer,  a  widow  with  two  children,  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State,  who  also  let  rooms.  He  had  a 
room  at  her  house  at  different  times  but  their  relations 
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were  friendly  only  until  the  latter  part  of  1903  or  early 
in  1904,  when  he  proposed  marriage  to  her  and  was 
accepted.  1  his  is  denied  by  Mr.  Hurd  (Rec.,  pp.  59,  474), 
but  it  is  abundantly  proved  by  Mrs.  Cramer’s  explicit 
testimony  (Rec.,  p.  310);  by  Mr.  Hurd’s  letter  to  Mrs. 
Cramer  (Rec.,  p.  312),  and  by  his  statements  to  numerous 
witnesses  which  remain  uncontradicted  (see  test,  of 
(diaries  Z.  Jones,  p.  251;  Mrs.  Ricketts,  p.  272;  Mrs. 
Croxton,  p.  286;  Mrs.  Johnstone,  p.  300;  William 
kord  Cramer,  p.  463;  Mrs.  Minerva  Cramer,  p.  469). 
His  evident  affection  for  her  is  testified  by  almost  -very 
witness  who  came  in  contact  with  him  and  to  many 
of  them  he  expressed  the  intention  to  provide  for  her 
financially  so  that  she  might  live  more  easily. 

To  Mr.  Bryan,  the  editor  of  the  Statutes  at  Large, 
he  said  that  he  wanted  her  to  give  up  her  position  and 
take  charge  of  him  and  live  with  him;  that  he  didn’t 
want  her  to  be  at  work  at  the  State  Department  but 
to  devote  her  time  to  him  (p.  233). 

Air.  McNeir,  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of 
State  says  (Rec.,  p.  267):  “I  should  say  it  was  four 
years  ago,  nearly.  Mrs.  Cramer  at  that  time  was  sick. 
Mr.  Hurd  came  in  to  see  me  about  her  and  asked  me 
to  urge  her  to  resign,  and  to  a  remark  of  mine  that  I 
did  not  know  whether  she  was  in  a  position  to  resign, 
financially,  he  said  he  had  given  her  some  money  and 
that  he  intended  to  give  her  more  and  make  her  com¬ 
fortable  in  order  that  she  could  resign,  and  asked  me 
would  I  consent  in  an  official  way  to  urge  her  to  resign.” 

lo  Mrs.  Ricketts  he  said  he  was  going  to  marry 
hei  sistei  Laura,  and  Laura  does  not  have  to  work 
in  that  office;  it  is  too  hard  for  her;  I  have  enough  to 
take  care  of  Laura  and  me  wdthout  her  wrorking  in 
that  office.”  “I  have  given  her  money  and  I  am  going  to 
give  her  enough  to  take  care  of  her  without  her  working. 

.  .  .  W  hen  Laura  and  I  get  married  I  want  you  to 
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come  and  live  with  us”  (Rec.,  p.  272).  He  also  told  her 
“I  intend  to  leave  Laura  enough  to  live  on.” 

Mr.  Hurd  told  Mrs.  Ida  Croxton  in  1908  that  he  was 
in  love  with  Mrs.  Cramer;  that  he  wanted  her  to  stay 
home;  that  he  would  give  her  enough  to  live  on  (Rec., 
p.  289);  wanted  her  to  leave  office,  and  that  he  would 
marry  her  but  he  was  afraid  his  son  or  grandson  would 
shoot  him  (Rec.,  p.  291). 

In  1904  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Smith  went  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
to  inspect  the  house  Mr.  Hurd  had  contracted  to  buy 
and  which  he  intended  as  a  home  for  himself  and  Mrs. 
Cramer,  and  which  he  ws  going  to  buy  for  Mrs.  Cramer 
at  a  cost  of  $5,500  (Rec.,  p.  295).  He  told  her  that  he 
was  afraid  to  get  married  for  fear  his  son  would  kill 
him  (Rec.,  p.  296).  Mr.  Hurd  also  Jooked  at  another 
house  on  North  Capitol  Street  which  he  was  going  to 
buy  for  Mrs.  Cramer  (Rec.,  p.  295). 

Mr.  Hurd  told  Mrs.  Jessie  C.  Johnston  that  he 
would  have  liked  to  have  married  Mrs.  Cramer  but  was 
afraid  on  account  of  his  son  Byron,  and  said,  “He  is  a 
big  fool,  and  would  just  as  leave  shoot  anybody  as  look 
at  them.  He  has  threatened  many  times  to  blow  my 
head  off  and  my  wife’s  too,  if  I  ever  take  another  wife.” 
This  was  in  1905  (Rec.,  p.  300).  He  told  her  many 
times  he  wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Mr.  Hurd  told  Mrs.  Cramer’s  son,  William  F. 
Cramer,  that  he  would  have  married  his  mother  but 
that  he  was  afraid  of  his  son  and  his  threat  that  he  would 
kill  him  and  his  wife  too  if  he  married  (Rec.,  p.  463). 

Mr.  Hurd  told  Mrs.  Minerva  Cramer  in  December, 
1909,  shortly  after  her  marriage  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  son 
in  November,  that  he  would  have  been  her  husband’s 
stepfather  if  Byron  had  not  said  that  he  would  shoot 
anybody  that  he  married  (Rec.,  p.  469). 

Mr.  Jones,  a  contractor  and  miner,  who  talked  with 
Mr.  Hurd  in  February  or  March,  1908,  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s 


apartments  when  she  was  ill  at  a  hospital,  says  (Rec 
p.  251): 

“I  asked  for  Mrs.  Cramer  and  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  broke  down  and  stated  that  she  was  in  the 
hospital;  and  he  talked  about  her  and  said  what  a 
pleasant  home  he  had  and  how  happy  they  were 
there  together;  and  he  said  he  was  anxious  to 
have  her  get  well;  that  he  would  like  to  fix  Mrs. 
<  rainer  for  life;  he  wanted  to  furnish  her  with 
sufficient  money  that  she  should  live  without  anv 
turthei  support  from  the  Government.  I  told 
him  that  sounded  very  well  because  1  thought  Mrs. 
Cramer  wasa  woman  whodeserved  anything  of  the 
kmd  as  much  as  she  had  done  for  me  and  mv 
family  and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  it,  and  I  did 
make  a  remark  Jo  him  about  I  wonder  he  hadn’t 
got  married  before.  Well,  he  said  he  would  like 
to  have  gotten  married  but  he  didn’t  dare. 

Q.  Did  he  say  to  whom  he  wanted  to  be  mar- 
ned . 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  whom? 

A.  Mrs.  Cramer. 

Q.  And  did  he  tell  you  why  lie  didn’t  dare9 

A.  \es,  he  did. 

Q*  What  did  he  say? 

A.  I  asked  him  why  and  he  says:  ‘Well  I 
will  tell  you  why;  my  son  has  forbidden  me ’to' 
get  married  I  said  ‘why’;  ‘well,’  he  said, ‘I 
don  t  know,  but  he  has  threatened  me  if  I  eet 
married  he  will  shoot  me  or  kill  me.’  ” 

It  is  not  necessary  to  rely  entirely  upon  defendant 
or  her  witnesses  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  engagement 
between  Mr.  Hurd  and  Mrs.  Cramer.  He  has  furnished 
sufficient  evidence  to  establish  the  fact.  He  undertook 
to  buy  a  house  as  a  home  for  them  to  live  in  after  their 
marriage  (Rec.,  p.  310),  and  when  that  did  not  suit  Mrs 
Cramer  gave  her  *6,000.  Later  he  wrote  her  a  letter 
from  St.  Charles,  Minn.,  as  follows: 
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“My  Dear  Pet  Girl: 

Yours  rec’d  and  am  pleased  with  the  state¬ 
ment  you  make  for  I  think  you  and  I  are  calculated 
to  be  happy  with  each  other  you  have  received 
ere  this  my  long  letter  making  propositions  as  I 
thought  you  seamed  so  unhappy  in  your  office.  I  shal 
hear  from  you  about  before  I  leave  and  I  think 
you  will  decide  that  you  will  be  as  happy  with  your 
boy  Fento  as  to  take  the  chanses  with  some  other 
chap  that  you  half  know  don’t  you  think  so.  I 
am  getting  anxious  to  see  my  little  pet  girl.  .  .  . 

With  Love  From  Your 

Fento.”  (Rec.,  p.  312.) 

What  possible  interpretation  other  than  marriage 
can  be  placed  upon  this  letter?  What  other  than  mar¬ 
riage  would  be  “calculated”  to  make  them  “happy  with 
each  other?”  What  else  would  cause  her  to  be  as  “happy 
with  your  boy  Fento  as  to* take  the  chances  with  some 
other  chap  that  you  half  know?”  What  other  chances 
could  she  take  with  any  chap  she  did  not  half  know, 
and  what  else  would  prompt  the  terms  of  endearment 
used?  Mr.  Hurd  does  not  attempt  to  explain  them  or  to 
give  the  letter  any  interpretation  in  opposition  to  what 
Mrs.  Cramer  testified. 

If,  with  the  above,  are  read  at  length  the  statements  * 
of  Mrs.  Knorlein  (Rec.,  p.  241);  Miss  Taggart  (Rec., 
p.  255);  Dr.  Lee  (Rec.,  p.  261);  Miss  Hitchins  (Rec., 
p.  277);  Mrs.  Timberlake  (Rec.,  p.  285);  Mrs.  Croxton 
(Rec.,  pp.  288,  289);  and  Mrs.  Johnstone  (Rec.,  pp. 
300,  301),  and  of  Mrs.  Cramer, {the  claim  of  Mr.  Hurd 
that  he  was  no  more  than  a  boarder  in  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
apartments  becomes  absurd.  It  must  be  held  proven 
beyond  all  question  that  he  entertained  for  Mrs.  Cramer 
a  warm  affection,  would  have  married  her  but  for  fear 
of  death  at  the  hands  of  his  son,  and  that  his  fixed  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  provide  for  her  against  the  future. 

There  exists,  throughout  plaintiff’s  brief,  an  attempt 
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to  discredit  the  proofs  of  affection  for  Mrs.  Cramer 
l>\  tiie  claim  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  devoted  to  his 
deceased  wife  in  her  life,  and  to  her  memory  after 
hei  death,  which  devotion  influenced  him  in  his  daily 
life.  We  do  not  question  his  affection  for  his  wife; 
we  know  nothing  about  it,  but  do  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  only  one  who  could  properly  testify  on 
the  subject,  \iz.,  Air.  Hurd,  had  nothing  to  say  about 
it,  and  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  his  affection 
for  his  wife,  or  her  memory,  had  any  influence  whatever 
on  his  actions.  It  is  conceded  that,  on  two  occasions 
after  the  death  ol  his  wife,  Air.  Hurd  desired  to  marry 
and  his  son  prevented  him  so  doing  each  time.  We 
prove  that  on  a  third  occasion  he  desired  to  marry  Airs. 

( 'ramer.  The  fact  that  he  desired  to  marry  three  different 
women  is  convincing  that  Air.  Hurd’s  devotion  to  his 
former  wife  did  not  interfere  with  his  desire  for  family 
life  and  comforts  after  her  death,  and  that  he  had  the 
ability  to  feel  and  to  manifest  affection  for  other  women, 

however  much  he  may  have  cared  for  his  deceased  wife 
during  her  life. 

GIFTS  TO  AND  RELATIONS  WITH  SON  AND 

GRANDSON. 

Mr.  Hurd,  though  “stingy**  toward  himself  and 
preferring  to  look  shabby  had  always  been  generous 
to  his  son  and  grandson.  To  the  former  he  conveyed 
his  life  estate  in  a  farm  of  470  acres,  with  its  stock  worth 
$30,000  (Rec.,  p.  103),  gave  him  $2,000  and  again 
$2,500  when  he  had  suffered  loss  from  fire  (Rec.,  pp. 
158,  168), ‘and  always  for  many  years  sent  him  a  birthday 
present  of  $100  (Rec.,  p.  158).  According  to  the  son’s 
wife  he  had  started  him  in  business  when  he  was  married 
(Rec.,  p.  104),  and  he  told  Airs,  (  ramer  he  had  bought 
him  a  seat  on  the  stock  exchange  (Rec.,  p.  345).  To  his 
grandson,  Lee  M.  Hurd,  he  gave  $1,000  a  year  from  the 


time  he  was  seventeen,  or  about  $20,000,  beside  other 
gifts  of  $10,  $20,  $100  (Rec.,  pp.  70,  71).  These  gifts 
continued  until  this  grandson  became  financially  able 
to  reside  in  a  dwelling  for  which  $30,000  is  asked, 
to  keep  four  or  five  servants  and  an  automobile,  have 
an  income  exceeding  $5,000  per  annum,  and  though  he 
declined  to  say  if  he  is  making  more  than  $10,000  a 
year  at  his  profession  he  admitted  that  his  grandfather 
told  him  he  was  making  enough  money  and  did  not 
need  the  $1,000  a  year  from  him  and  that  his  grand¬ 
father  knew  he  was  “making  more  than  he  had”  (Rec., 
p.  103).  Both  son  and  grandson  and  their  respective 
wives  charge  the  plaintiff  with  being  a  miser  (Rec.,  Lee 
M.  Hurd,  p.  14;  Byron  L.  Hurd.  p.  1GS;  Mrs.  Frances 
Hurd,  p.  157;  Mrs.  Violet  Hurd,  pp.  124,  210,  220). 

Mr.  Hurd’s  relations  with  his  son,  his  grandson  and 
the  latter’s  family  were  neither  cordial  or  intimate. 
Toward  the  son  lie  entertained  a  deep  and  just  resentment 
for  his  unfilial  conduct  toward  him  (See  “Son  Byron” 
letter,  Rec.,  p.  13).  The  grandson  and  his  family  he 
saw  less  frequently  than  once  a  year.  The  grandson’s 
wife,  who  was  married  in  1903,  saw  him  first  about  a 
year  later,  next  in  New  York  in  1905,  or  1900,  next 
on  his  visit  to  Greenwich  in  1907,  again  in  Greenwich 
in'  1908,  and  again  in  Flatbush  at  Mrs.  Cramer’s 
daughter’s  residence,  when  he  refused  to  visit  them  and 
appeared  afraid  of  being  kidnapped  (pp.  123-124). 
That  they  had  discussed  taking  possession  of  him  and 
his  property  is  evident.  In  1909  Lee  Hurd  asked  a  friend 
to  consult  a  lawyer  about  having  a  committee  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  old  gentleman’s  affairs  (Rec., 
p.  112),  and  his  wife  thought  that  if  he,  Mr.  Hurd,  did 
not  treat  them  more  kindly  steps  might  be  taken  to 
have  a  guardian  appointed  for  him  (Rec.,  p.  124). 
By  treating  them  more  kindly  she  meant  giving  more 
money.  Mr.  Hurd  was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
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I-pp  Hurd  chiefly  desired  his  money  (Rep.,  p.  127). 
I.pp  tried  to  get  an  inventory  from  his  grandfather  in 
190/  (p.  81),  and  again  in  February,  1910  (p.  111). 
It  seemed,  to  be  his  principal  object  when  he  came  on 
m  March,  1910.  He  and  his  wife  tried  to  get  him  to 
buy  a  *30,000  house  for  them  (Rec.,  p.  126).  As  soon 
as  Lee  left  Washington  in  March,  1910.  he  had  a  power  of 
attorney  drawn  without  the  knowledge  of  his  grand¬ 
father  (Rec.,  p.  95),  whereby  the  latter’s  estate  was 
turned  over  to  him,  and  this  power  of  attorney  was 
executed  on  the  day  after  he  reached  Greenwich  when 
Mr.  Hurd  was  too  ill  for  the  notary  to  see.  him  (Rec., 
p.  94).  Mr.  Hurd  always  refused  to  give  Lee  an  inventory 
of  his  property  until  he  was  in  his  power.  He  would 
not  live  with  him,  was  apparently  afraid  of  being  in 
his  power  and  when  stricken  in  March,  1910,  was 
anxious  to  be  chloroformed  as  soon  as  he  heard  Lee 
had  been  sent  for,  and  after  he  came  and  they  had 
talked  together  said  lie  “was  tired  of  this  talking  and 

nagging  at  him  about  inventory  and  wills  and  that  sort 
of  thing”  (Rec.,  p.  336). 

1*  urther  proof  of  the  sentiments  entertained  for 
Mr.  Hurd  by  his  grandson  and  the  latter’s  wife  is  found 
m  the  letter  from  the  wife  to  Mrs.  Cramer  of  February 
1!),  1909,  in  which  she  says  of  him  (Rec..  p.  220): 

"Xo  wonder  he  has  no  friends  and  thinks 
everybody  is  waiting  for  him  to  die.  If  he  lived 
ami  did  as  all  grandfathers  or  fathers  do  and 
should  we  would  all  worship  him  and  he  wouldn’t 
have  to  think  everybody  was  waiting  for  him 
to  die.  Must  be  great  to  be  87  and  not  have 
any  friends,  eh!  I’m  disgusted.  He’s  always 
doing  some  sneaky  mean  thing  to  some  one.” 

1  nder  these  conditions,  shown  by  the  evidence,  no 
communications  from  the  spirit  world  are  necessarv 
to  account  lor  Mr.  Hurd’s  desire  to  provide  for  Mrs. 
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Cramer,  his  gifts  to  her  or  his  desire  that  the  fact  of 
his  gifts  remain  unknown  to  his  son  and  grandson. 
Mr.  Hurd  kept  secret  from  his  family  the  fact  of  his 
gifts  from  1904  to  1910,  and  part  of  the  time  he  was 
with  his  grandson,  away  from  Mrs.  Cramer.  He  kept 
secret  from  his  family  the  fact  that  he  gave  Hattie 
Smith  a  large  sum.  It  is  said  that  he  is  naturally  secretive 
and  never  told  his  business  (p.  103),  but  his  letters  to 
Mrs.  Cramer  and  to  Byron  show  why  he  did  not  want 
the  facts  known  until  after  his  death.  He  carefully 
kept  all  concerning  the  gifts  from  his  account  books 
and  even  made  a  false  entry  to  conceal  a  gift  (Rec., 
p.  322).  When  in  the  power  of  Lee  at  Greenwich  he 
first  told  of  letting  Mrs.  Cramer  have  $10,000  (p.  07) 
but  without  doubt  told  him  it  was  a  loan,  and  it  was 
only  after  being  confronted  with  copies  of  the  drafts 
showing  that  Mrs.  Cramer  had  received  money  that 
he  gave  up  his  secret.  Then  sick,  weak  in  mind  and 
body,  in  the  power  of  one  who  had  previously  threatened 
to  take  away  his  property,  and  had  then  done  so, 
surrounded  by  new  faces,  he  was  of  course  open  to 
any  suggestion  of  spiritualism,  fraud  or  undue  influence 
Lee  Hurd  could  suggest,  for  we  do  not  believe  that 
he  concocted  the  tale  presented  to  the  court,  but  that 
it  came  from  a  more  astute  mind,  the  same  mind  that 
worked  upon  the  old  gentleman  and  fooled  him  into 
believing  that  Mrs.  Cramer  tried  to  poison  him. 

Cause  of  Mr.  Hurd's  Present  Attitude. — The  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Hurd  for  Mrs.  Cramer  for  all  these  years  being 
so  evident,  what  is  it  that  has  brought  about  his  present 
condition?  Mr.  Hurd  was  physically  afraid  of  his  son 
and  he  feared  to  get  in  the  power  of  his  grandson. 
Against  his  will  he  was  taken  out  of  this  jurisdiction 
to  Lee’s  home;  there  he  was  forced  (we  believe  that  to 
be  the  correct  word)  to  give  Lee  a  power  of  attorney 
which  Lee  had  ready,  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and 
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which  he  intended  to  have  executed.  It  was  executed 
at  a  time  when,  admittedly,  Mr.  Hurd  was  too  ill  to 
acknowledge  it  before  a  notary  public.  Armed  with 
this  authority  Lee  began  investigation,  the  old  man 
in  his  weakened  condition  still  held  on  to  his  secret 
ant  told  Lee  he  had  let  Mrs.  Cramer  have  only  S10.000 
(Rec.,  p.  ill).  Not  until  Mr.  Hurd  testifies  in  rebuttal 
is  this  comprehensible,  then  we  learn  that  he  claimed  he 
had  loaned  her  this  money,  for  which  she  was  to  give 
him  a  mortgage  on  her  daughter’s  house  (Rec.,  p.  479). 
ee  says  Mr.  Hurd  first  told  him  of  the  S10.000  before 
he  heard  from  the  Bank  of  St.  Charles.  When  he  got 
the  drafts  from  St.  Charles  showing  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
had  received  the  money,  the  first  real  information  he 
ad  ol  the  gilts,  he  told  his  grandfather  what  he  had 
earned.  Imagine  his  attack  on  the  sick  old  man,  who, 
in  his  weakened  condition,  grasped  at  the  first  straw 
ottered.  He  was  not  ready  to  tell  the  truth  of  his  gifts, 
and  doubtless  at  the  suggestion  of  Lee,  who  had  taken 
legal  advice,  the  old  man  hid  behind  spiritualist  letters, 
lor  it  is  inconceivable  that,  knowing  his  feelings  for 
.  Irs.  (  ramer,  he  would  have  originated  the  idea,  and 
if  it  had  any  truth  in  it  he  would  have  testified  t« 
details.  In  the  meantime  his  mind  had  been  poisoned 
by  Lee  Hurd,  who  made  him  believe  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
had  tried  to  poison  him,  and  that  his  illness  was  the 
result  of  strychnine  given  him.  It  was  doubtless  this  ' 
creation  that  induced  the  old  man  to  consent  to  these 
proceedings,  for  he  says  Mrs.  Cramer  poisoned  him  and 
that  Lee  told  him  so  (Rec.,  p.  479).  Then  the  old 
man  is  sent  to  live  with  his  son,  of  whom  he  has  alwavs 
expressed  fear,  and  has  been  left  to  live  with  him  ever 
since.  He  testifies  that  his  relations  with  Mrs.  Cramer 
were  those  of  a  boarder  merely,  and  would  not  even 
admit  that  he  called  her  by  her  first  name  (p.  40),  but 
tries  to  create  the  impression  that  there  were  none  but 


the  most  formal  relations  between  them.  He  even 
accuses  her  of  stealing  the  Roach  notes,  yet  it  is 
significant  that  he  had  executed  what  he  considered 
a  release  of  the  trust  securing  these  notes,  and  balanced 
his  books  to  make  it  appear  they  were  paid  (Rec.,  p.  220), 
“so  Byron  or  Lee  won’t  look  after  that”  (Rec.,  p.  322)! 
He  told  no  one  about  his  gifts  because  it  was  no  one’s 
business  and  says  he  never  expected  any  consideration 
for  them.  He  also  entered  in  his  books. the  statement 
that  he  had  no  claims  against  any  one  except  in 
Minnesota  (Rec.,  p.  170). 

Mr.  Hurd  knew  all  the  facts  Mrs.  Cramer  knew. 
His  testimony  is  very  brief,  touches  upon  few  details, 
and  is  vague  and  uncertain.  Had  he  chosen,  or  had  his 
counsel  chosen,  he  could  have  enlightened  the  court 
on  every  question  involved  in  this  cause.  What  little 
he  did  say  was  said  under  the  domination  of  Lee  Hurd. 
Air.  Hurd  was  in  bed,  and  after  Lee  Hurd  had  assaulted 
Airs.  C  ramer,  he  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  standing 
between  the  defendant  and  her  counsel  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  so  that  defendant  and  her  counsel  could  not 
see  the  witness  while  he  was  testifying,  except  at  a 
disadvantage.  Yet,  with  Lee  Hurd,  his  then  jailor, 
towering  over  him  while  he  was  testifying,  Air.  Hurd 
has  said  almost  nothing  when  he  could  have  told  every 
detail  of  every  gift  he  made. 

A\  hat  Air.  Hurd  does  not  say  is  more  noticeable 
than  what  he  does  say: 

He  does  not  say  that  Airs.  Cramer  ever  asked  him 
for  a  single  one  of  the  gifts  he  made  her. 

He  does  not  say  that  he  made  her  a  single  gift  in 
consequence  of  any  persuasion  or  influence  on  her  part. 

He  does  not  say  that  a  single  gift  was  made  in 
consequence  of  any  so-called  spiritualistic  or  other  letter 
from  Airs.  Cramer,  or  that  any  such  letter  was  written 
at  or  about  the  time  of  any  gift. 


He  does  not  say  when  any  of  the  alleged  “50  to  100 
letters”  were  written,  whether  before  or  after  the 
last  gift  made. 

He  does  not  explain  his  intended  purchase  of  a  home 
for  himself  and  Mrs.  Cramer,  to  be  occupied  after 
their  marriage. 

He  does  not  explain  his  affectionate  letter  of  December 
2,  1904. 

He  does  not  explain  his  letter  of  March  26,  1906, 
and  his  letters  to  Ross  and  Lee  Hurd  of  April  2,  1906, 
except  to  call  them  forgeries,  though  he  had  already 
admitted  that  he  wrote  them,  and  his  counsel  conceded 
of  record  that  he  did  write  them. 

He  does  not  explain  his  letter  to  Byron,  written  to 
be  delivered  after  his  death,  and  which  like  his.  letter 
of  March  26,  1906,  to  Airs.  (  Vainer,  showed  forethought. 

He  does  not  deny  having  given  a  home  and  SI 2,000 
to  Hattie  Smith,  as  Mrs.  Cramer  says  he  told  her  he 
had  done  and  as  he  wrote  Byron  he  had  done. 

He  does  not  deny  that  he  told  eight  witnesses  produced 
by  defendant  that  he  wanted  Airs.  Cramer  to  resign 
from  office,  and  that  he  had  provided,  and  would 
provide,  for  her,  and  that  he  wanted  her  to  give  up  her 
position  and  take  care  of  him. 

He  does  not  deny  that  he  told  the  several  witnesses 
that  he  had  given  Airs.  Cramer  money,  intended  to 
give  her  enough  to  enable  her  to  resign  office,  and  that 
she  would  have  plenty  to  live  on. 

He  does  not  deny  that  he  told  several  people  he 
would  have  married  Airs.  Cramer  but  for  the  threats 
made  by  his  son. 

He  did  not  deny  having  told  Airs.  Croxton  that  he 
was  in  love  with  Airs.  Cramer. 

He  does  not  explain  the  writing  made  by  him  in  his 
account-book,  which  was  subsequent  to  his  last  gift 
and  is  as  follows: 
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“Washington,  Aug.  2J^y  ’ 09 . 
To  William  Ross  and  Lee  M.  Hurd. 

I  make  this  statement  to  let  you  know  that 
I  have  no  claim  against  any  person  except  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  so  you  won’t  have  to 
look  for  anything  only  in  that  State. 

F.  J.  Hurd.”  (Rec.,  p.  170.) 

All  this  testimony  stands  uncontradicted  and  un¬ 
disputed.  Why?  It  is  very  material.  It  can  not  be 
disregarded.  It  can  only  be  accepted  as  true.  If  it 
were  not  true,  would  it  be  allowed  to  stand  unchallenged, 
and  if  true,  what  follows?  That  Mr.  Hurd  was 
devoted  to  Mrs:  Cramer  and  remained  so  until 
he  left  Washington;  that  they  contemplated  marriage 
before  lie  made  the  deposit  on  the  University  Place 
house,  and  when  that  did  not  suit  her,  gave  her 
§0,000 — the  first  gift;  that  he  wrote  her  the  letter  of 
December  2,  1904,  while  marriage  was  contemplated 
by  both,  after  she  had  agreed  to  marry  him  upon  his 
return  from  St.  Charles;  that  after  his  return  to  Wash¬ 
ington  he  talked  with  Mrs.  Cramer  about  the  threats 
his  son  had  made  and  which  he  feared  would  be  carried 
into  effect  if  they  married,  and  finally  decided,  as 
testified,  that  Mrs.  Cramer  should  care  for  him  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life  and  that  he  would  provide  for  her 
as  he  would  have  done  had  he  married  her.  Mrs.  Cramer 
released  Mr.  Hurd  from  his  engagement — willingly, 
and  upon  a  vague,  indefinite  promise,  meaning  nothing 
had  he  sought  to  repudiate  it — namely,  that  he  would 
provide  for  her  as  if  she  had  married  him.  This  testimony 
further  shows  that  when  they  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
not  to  marry,  Mr.  Hurd  immediately  began  to  fulfill 
his  promise,  and  later,  not  having  money  in  hand, # 
gave  Mrs.  Cramer  a  note  for  $10,000  that  she  could 
realize  upon  if  he  died,  and  wrote  to  her,  to  Ross,  and 
to  Lee,  all  three  of  which  letters  he  gave  her  to  enable 
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her  to  collect  the  note,  if  he  died  before  it  was  paid. 
Shortly  thereafter  he  received  $6, (MM),  and  paid  it  on 
the  note,  and  changed  all  three  letters  to  read  “$4,000” 
instead  of  “.$10,000,”  as  thferetofore,  and  later,  in 
December,  paid  the  balance  of  the  note,  .$4,000.  After 
that  he  gave  her  money,  until  he  had  given  her  in  all 
$36,000,  which  we  may  well  conclude  is  as  little  as  he 
would  have  given  his  wife  had  he  married.  Thus  it  is 
shown  that  this  money  was  given,  not  under  persuasion 
or  influence  which  .Mr.  Hurd  could  not  resist,  but  as  and 
in  consequence  of  a  settled  object  and  intention  lasting 
certainly  from  May,  1904,  to  August  24,  1909,  when 
he  wrote  in  his  book  that  he  had  no  claim  against 
anyone  except  in  Minnesota. 

THE  GIFTS  TO  MRS.  CRAMER. 

First  Gift.— In  1903,  Mr.  Hurd  and  Mrs.  Cramer 
agreed  to  marry.  In  May,  1904,  he  contracted  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  dwelling  house  for  them  and  her  son  to  live  in 
after  the  marriage  (Rec.,  Mrs.  Cramer,  p.  310;  Mrs. 
Smith,  p.  295),  at  the  price  of  $5,500.  This  house  not 
proving  attractive  to  Mrs.  Cramer,  he  gave  her  $6,000, 
telling  her  she  could,  if  she  wished,  “buy  that  house 
or  any  house  or  keep  the  money”  (Rec.,  p.  310). 

This  is  the  first  of  the  gifts  complained  of.  'there  is 
not  a  syllable  of  testimony  to  connect  it  with  spiritualism 
or  “spirit  letters.” 

Second  Gift.— As  shown  by  the  draft  in  evidence 
Mr.  Hurd,  in  April,  1905,  (and  shortly  after  the  purpose 
to  marry  was  given  up),  gave  Mrs.  Cramer  .$5,000. 
Further  than  this  there  is  no  evidence  concerning  it. 
Mrs.  Cramer  has  no  recollection  of  the  circumstances, 
saying  "I  kept  no  account  of  it.  I  never  expected  to 
answer  for  all  the  moneys  Mr.  Hurd  gave  the 
I  had  not  forgotten  all  about  the  moneys,  but  1  kept 


no  dates  or  days  or  years”  (Rec.,  pp.  363,  373).  There 
is  nothing  from  any  other  witness. 

Third  Gift. — The  proposed  marriage  was  given  up 
early  in  1905,  owing  to  Mr.  Hurd's  fears  of  death  at 
the  hands  of  his  son  (Rec.,  p.  313).  He  continued  to 
reside  with  Mrs.  (  ramer,  and  their  relations  were  as 
those  of  a  father  and  his  daughter  (Rec.,  p.  314).  On 

March  26,  1906,  Mr.  Hurd  wrote  Mrs.  Cramer  the 
formal  letter  following: 

“Washington,  D.  C.,  March  26,  1906. 
Mv  dear  friend,  Mrs.  Cramer: 

You  may  think  it  strange  that  I  with  my 
good  health  and  vigorous  constitution  have 
never  married  again  and  no  doubt  you  have 
heard  me  say  that  there  is  no  real  happy  life 
only  in  a  married  life.  Now,  I  will  tell  you  why 
1  never  have  nor  never  will  marry.  Fanny 
my  son's  wife,  told  me  herself  that  Byron  said 
that  no  woman  should  ever  take  his  mother's 
place  and  she  said  that  he  swore  by  all  that  is 
great  and  good  and  as  true  as  there  is  a  God  in 
Heaven  that  if  I  got  married  he  would  shoot  and 
kill  both  of  us.  So  you  see  if  I  should  marry 
there  would  be  no  happiness  in  it  for  he  might 
appeal  and  carry  out  his  threats  and  Fanny  said 
that  with  his  malicious  disposition  she  had  no 
doubt  but  that  he  would  do  it.  So  I  have  drawn 
up  a  note  of  ten  thousand  dollars  which  I  think 
is  a  small  compensation  enough  for  the  happiness 
you  have  and  are  giving  me  and  I  think  Mr.  Ross, 
who  is  to  settle  my  estate,  will  pay  the  note  out 
of  the  first  money  collected  out  of  my  estate 
for  it  is  my  wish  that  he  should  do  so  and  it 
would  be  foolish  for  them  to  litigate  the  note 
for  when  all  the  circumstances  are  explained 
there  is  not  a  Judge  or  a  Court  in  the  United 
States  but  what  would  give  you  a  judgment  for 
the  value  of  the  note  and  they  would  have  to 
pay  the  cost.  Truly  yours, 

F.  J.  Hurd.” 
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money  you  can  collect  of  my  estate  she  may  nead 
it  before  my  estate  is  settled. 

Truly  yours, 

F.  J.  Hurd.” 

Env:  “Dr.  Lee  M.  Hurd, 

200  West  86th  St., 

N.  Y  ” 

All  of  these  writings  were  made  by  Mr.  Hurd,  and 
there  is  not  a  syllable  of  testimony  to  disprove  the 
transaction  as  stated  by  Mrs.  Cramer.  Nor  is  there  a 
word  of  testimony  to  connect  the  writings  or  the  gift  of 
$6,000  with  Hurd’s  belief  in  spiritualism. 

The  Fourth  Gift. — In  December,  1906,  Mr.  Hurd 
paid  Mrs.  Cramer  $4,000  and  took  up  his  note  (Rec., 
p.  318).  This  is  all  the  testimony  on  the  subject.  There 
is  not  a  word  to  connect  this  payment  with  Mr.  Hurd’s 
belief  in  spiritualism. 

The  Fifth  Gift. — In  September,  1908,  Mr.  Hurd  gave 
Mrs.  (Tamer  $5,000.  He  says  nothing  about  it  and  Mrs. 
Cramer  has  forgotten  the  circumstances  of  the  gift 
(Rec.,  pp.  319,  363).  She  kept  no  accounts  except  her 
bank  pass  book  (Rec.,  pp.  319,  373).  There  is  nothing 
to  connect  this  gift  with  Mr.  Hurd’s  belief  in  spiritualism 
or  with  spirit  letters. 

The  Sixth  Gift. — This  was  of  $10,000  made  on  May 
5,  1909.  Of  this  Mrs.  Cramer  says: 

“He  said  he  wanted  to  give  me  that  as  a  birth¬ 
day  present;  and  he  had  told  me  long  before  May 
that  he  would  give  it  to  me;  and  he  did  give  it 
to  me.  I  don’t  remember  the  exact  date,  but  in 
just  around  my  birthday”  (Rec.,  p.  319). 

“He  had  stated  that  he  was  going  to  give  me 
$10,000  as  a  birthday  present  and  to  enable  me 
to  resign  from  the  office.  He  thought  then  that 
I  wo.uld  have  sufficient  to  take  me  out  of  the 
office  in  case  anything  happened  to  him”  (Rec., 
p.  418). 
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Mr.  Hurd’s  testimony  denies  that  this  was  a  gift 
and  claims  that  it  was  a  loan  agreed  to  be  secured  by  a 
mortage.  He  says : 

“She  wanted  to  buy  a  house  for  her  daughter, 
and  wanted  me  to  get  the  money,  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  I  sent  to  St.  Charles  and  told  a  banker 
there  to  send  me  a  draft  for  ten  thousand  dollars; 
and  she  said  she  would  buy  a  house  and  give  me  a 
mortgage  of  ten  thousand  dollars  on  it.  I  had 
got  through  giving  her.  I  told  her  I  had  given 
her  all  the  money  I  thought  I  would”  (Rec., 
p.  479;  see  also  Rec.,  p.  52). 

Under  this  statement  by  Mr.  Hurd  this  item  of 
$10,000  is  necessarily  eliminated  from  the  cause  as  being 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  bill  of  complaint.  The  bill 
is  to  vacate  gifts  averred  to  have  been  secured  by  fraud, 
not  to  enforce  an  agreement  to  give  a  mortgage. 

Not  a  syllable  in  the  record  connects  this  $10,000 
gift  with  spiritualism  or  spirit  letters. 

Seventh  Alleged  Gift. — The  charge  is  that  this  was 
a  gift  of  $350  made  March  8,  1910,  and  induced  like  the 
others  by  fraud  and  chicanery.  The  proof  is  that  it  was 
not  a  gift  but  a  partial  payment  for  money  lent.  Mrs. 
Cramer  says  that  in  June,  1904,  she  loaned  Mr.  Hurd 
$350  and  she  produces  her  paid  check  to  him  for  that 
sum  (Rec.,  p.  320).  She  never  asked  him  to  repay  it  but 
in  March,  1910,  he  said  that  he  was  straightening  up 
all  of  his  business  transactions  with  everyone  and  that 
there  was  $350  he  was  going  to  pay  me  on  the  $500,” 
and  gave  her  a  check  for  that  amount. 

Air.  Hurd  made  no  statement  concerning  this  item 
other  than  his  general  denial  when  examined  in  chief  of 
ever  owing  Mrs.  Cramer  any  money,  and  when  called 
to  testify  in  rebuttal  was  not  asked  concerning  it.  There 
is  therefore  no  denial  of  Airs.  Cramer’s  statement,  and  of 
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course  no  testimony  to  connect  the  payment  with  Hurd’s 
belief  in  spiritualism. 

Mrs.  Cramer  frankly  admitted  that  on  one  occasion, 
in  1909,  she  wrote  two  letters  for  Mr.  Hurd  which  on 
their  face  purported  to  be  from  his  deceased  wife,  and  like 
those  produced  by  Mrs.  Shafer.  They  were  written 
under  protest  that  she  was  not  a  medium,  in  a  spirit 
of  fun  and  to  both  ridicule  Mrs.  Shafer’s  writings  and 
amuse  Mr.  Hurd.  Before  writing  them  she  told  him  that 
“Most  anyone  could  write  a  letter  like  Mrs.  Shafer 
writes.”  She  “tossed  them  across  the  table  to  him  and 
asked  him  if  those  pleased  him,  and  he  laughed  and  said 
‘well,  yes,  they  looked  about  like  Mrs.  Shafer’s.’  ”  She 
could  not  recall  the  contents  of  these  epistles,  they  were 
written  in  mere  foolishness  and  in  a  spirit  of  fun  just  to 
amuse  Mr.  Hurd  (Rec.,  pp.  327,  387,  417),  and  were 
never  again  referred  to.  Although  this  incident  is 
stated  by  Mrs.  Cramer  to  have  occurred  in  the  spring 
of  1909,  she  is  emphatic  in  her  statement  that  they  had 
no  connection  with  the  gift  (or  loan  as  Mr.  Hurd  puts  it) 
of  the  $10,000  made  May  5;  1909,  saying  “they  had  no 
reference.  He  had  stated  he  was  going  to  give  me 
$10,000  as  a  birthday  present,  and  to  enable  me  to 
resign  from  the  office.  He  thought  then  that  I  would 
have  sufficient  to  take  me  out  of  the  office  in  case  any¬ 
thing  happened  to  him”  (Rec.,  p.  418). 

This  proof  made  voluntarily  by  Mrs.  Cramer  after 
appellant  had  failed  to  prove  any  particular  letters 
at  any  particular  time,  or  on  any  subject  is  the  only 
testimony  to  the  writing  of  any  letters  by  Mrs.  Cramer. 
There  is  no  reason  why  her  statement  should  not  be 
accepted  as  true.  It  is  opposed  only  by  the  vague  tes¬ 
timony  of  Mr.  Hurd  (Rec.,  pp.  47,  48),  in  which 
he  claims  fifty  or  one  hundred  letters  were  written, 
which  he  tore  up  as  fast  as  written,  that  they  always 
said  “be  good  to  Laurie  and  give  her  what  money  she 
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needs,”  and  that  he  gave  her  money  frequently.  As 
pointed  out  by  Justice  Gould  (Op.  Rec.,  p.  494,  495), 
even  Mr.  Hurd,  although  embittered  by  the  belief  that 
he  had  been  poisoned  by  Mrs.  Cramer,  balked  when  he 
was  asked  to  refer  the  gifts  to  the  letters,  and  even  a 
strongly  leading  question  failed  to  get  him  to  say  it 
(Rec.,  p.  48). 

The  claim  that  the  two  letters  contained  anything 
more  than  Mrs.  Cramer  states,  or  were  written  under 
other  conditions  is  an  assumption  wholly  without  proof 
and  to  claim  that  she  wrote  any  others  is  to  reject  her 
testimony  absolutely. 

Down  to  March,  1910,  Mr.  Hurd  continued  a  member 
of  Mrs.  Cramer’s  family,  she  giving  him  “just  the  affec¬ 
tionate  care  that  a  woman  would  give  to  a  man  whom 
she  was  fond  of  and  who  was  very  fond  of  her”  (Rec., 
p.  380),  and  he  reciprocating  the  kindness  and  affection 
shown  him  (Rec.,  pp.  314,  255). 

The  witness,  Miss  Taggart,  says  his  demeanor  was 
“that  of  a  father  toward  a  daughter  but  something  very 
much  stronger.  He  admired  her  in  every  way.  •  He  never 
did  anything  in  the  world  but  talk  about  what  she  could 
do;  how  capable  she  was  and  how  she  had  struggled  all 
these  years  to  bring  up  her  children,  and  could  make 
a  dollar  go  further  than  any  woman  he  ever  saw.  He 
said  that  innumerable  times  to  me.”  Mrs.  Cramer 
testified  that  at  the  time  the  marriage  was  given  up 
“Mr.  Hurd  asked  me  if  I  would  keep  him  and  make  a 
good  home  for  him  and  take  care  of  him’and  please  him 
and  wait  on  him  in  his  old  days;  that  if  I  would  do  that  he 
would  provide  for  me  the  same  as  he  would  have  done 
had  we  married  (Rec.,  p.  313).  That  she  did  all  of  this 
is  abundantly  proven. 
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MR.  HURD’S  HEALTH.  • 

Appellant’s  counsel  in  their  brief  speak  of  Mr.  Hurd 
as  a  “childish  old  man  in  his  dotage,”  (Brief,  p.  29,  40, 
65),  and  it  is  sought  to  create  the  impression  that  he  was 
decrepit  and  feeble.  For  none  of  this  is  there  warrant 
in  the  testimony  from  any  witness  and  it  is  overwhelmingly 
refuted.  That  he  was  advanced  in  years  is  the  only  fact 
which  the  record  offers  from  which  diminution  of  either 
mental  or  physical  strength  might  be  argued.  He  him¬ 
self  testified  that  he  was  “never  sick  in  his  life”  before 
his  illness  in  March,  1910,  and  that  it  was  his  habit  to 
walk  three  or  four  miles  a  day.  (Rec.,  p.  57). 

Mr.  Bryan  thought  him  a  man  “perfectly  competent 
and  in  every  way  intelligent”  and  supposed  him  to  be 
between  70  and  80  years  of  age  (Rec.,  p.  232). 

Mrs.  Knorlein  thought  him  a  very  bright  man, 
showing  no  signs  of  mental  deterioration,  and  appearing 
to  be  about  77  or  78  years  old  (Rec.,  p.  239). 

Mr.  Jones  thought  him  about  the  most  intelligent 
man  he  had  ever  talked  with  (p.  250),  and  saw  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  mental  deterioration  (Rec.,  p.  252). 

Miss  1  aggart  says  he  was  quite  a  student  of  things 
of  the  day,  a  great  newspaper  reader,  very  active  both 
physically  and  mentally,  and  “a  very  strong  minded, 
intelligent,  shrewd  old  gentleman,  looking  to  be  about 
Uncle  Joe  Cannon’s  age”  ((Rec.,  p.  254). 

The  physicians  testified  to  similar  estimates  of  Mr. 
Hurd. 

Dr.  Wall:  “He  was  a  man  of  usual  activity  so  far 
as  I  could  see.  He  was  out  and  about  and  walked  about 
the  street  and  seemed  to  be  very  active  and  capable.”  . 

He  was  very  active  mentally.  He  was  a  great  talker, 
and  as  I  testified  before  the  only  item  that  I  ever  noticed 
which  could  be  at  all  out  of  the  way  was  a  reversion  to 
his — a  repetition  of  events  in  his  past  life,  which  is  a 
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quality  most  .old  people  have  of  showing:  anyway” 
(Rec.,  p.  262).  J 

Dr.  Machinek  says  he  appeared  perfectly  normal  and 
showed  no  signs  of  mental  decay  (Rec.,  pp.  182,  472). 

Mr.  Demonet  says:  “I  always  found  him  such  a  bright, 
intelligent  man  I  loved  to  talk  with  him  (Rec.,  p.  281). 

Mrs.  T imberlake,  thought  him  “a  very  bright  intelli¬ 
gent  old  gentleman,”  “very  young  in  his  ways”  and 
looking  to  be  about  sixty-eight  or  seventy— not  a  day 
over  seventy  (Rec.,  p.  284). 

Mrs.  (  roxton  who  met  him  frequently  and  played 
cards  with  him  says:  “ He  would  talk  about  most  anything; 
general  topics  of  the  day.”  “I  think  he  is  a  very  sound 
man ;  very  sensible  man  and  a  very  brilliant  man.” 

“He  was  a  man  who  had  his  own  opinion  about  every¬ 
thing  and  ho  was  a  man  that  you  could  not  drive  to  do 
anything;  he  had  his  own  opinion  about  things”  (Rec 

p.  288). 

Mr.  Baden  says:  “He  was  a  very  active  man  I  think 
for  his  age;  from  what  I  knew  of  his  age.”  .  .  .  “He  was 
in  splendid  health  and  always  bragged  on  his  health 
being  good.  .  .  .  He  never  had  any  illness.  He  always 
told  me  he  had  never  known  w  hat  it  w  as  to  be  sick  for 
forty-four  years.”  ...  “I  always  thought  he  was  a 
pretty  bright  man  and  a  very  intelligent  man.”  “I  think 
when  he  formed  an  opinion  that  he  stuck  pretty  close 
to  it ,  he  w  as  not  a  man  that  would  give  in  on  an  argument 
or  anything  of  that  sort*’  (Rec.,  p.  248). 

See  also  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Lee  (p.  258) ;  Mr.  Lam- 
born  (p.  264);  Mr.  McNeir  (Rec.,  p.  267). 

In  the  face  of  all  this  testimony  and  in  absence  of 
anything  to  the  contrary  from  any  witness  the  assertion 
that  Mr.  Hurd  w  as  “childish”  or  in  his  dotage  is  a  reckless 
perversion  of  the  facts. 

Dr.  Lee  was  so  impressed  with  the  unusual  mental 


and  physical  vigor  of  Mr.  Hurd  that  he  made  a  note  of 
it  in  a  book  (Rec.,  p.  258). 

On  March  10,  1910,  Mr.  Hurd  had  a  sudden  attack  of 
heart  failure.  A  physician  was  at  once  called  by  Mrs. 
Cramer.  He  treated  him  with  strychnia  as  a.  restorative 
and  so  relieved  him  that  he  markedly  improved  that 
day,  and  except  for  a  setback  due  to  his  violation  of  the 
physician’s  orders  he  continued  to  improve.  (Testi¬ 
mony  of  Dr.  Machinek,  Rec.,  p.  178;  Mrs.  Laura  Cramer 
p.  334;  William  Ford  Cramer,  p.  464).  March  11th, 
Mrs.  Cramer  telegraphed  his  grandson  to  come  at  once 
(Telegram,  Rec.,  p.  214).  He  came  that  night,  brought 
in  another  physician  and  to  both  of  them  Dr.  Machinek 
stated  the  treatment  given;  neither  objected  or  com¬ 
mented  on  the  dose  (Rec.,  Machinek  p.  185),  although 
later  the  grandson  wickedly  and  maliciously  informed 
his  grandfather  that  he  had  been  poisoned  by  Mrs.  Cramer 
by  means  of  the  medicine  administered.  Mr.  Hurd 
testified  under  the  influence  of  this  falsehood  (Rec., 
pp.  45,  56,  479). 

On  the  same  night  he  reached  Washington  the  grand¬ 
son  sought  to  get  possession  of  his  grandfather’s  papers. 
This  he  admits  (Rec.,  pp.  75,  76).  To  such  extent  did 
he  worry  the  sick  man  that  the  latter  asked  Mrs.  Cramer 
to  chloroform  him,  saying  “he  was  tired  of  this  talking 
and  nagging  at  him  about  inventory  and  wills  and  that 
sort  of  thing”  (Rec.,  p.  336).  A  similar  demand  for  his 
inventory  he  had  previously  refused  (Rec.,  p.  81).  The 
next  morning  Lee  M.  Hurd  and  his  father  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  all  Mr.  Hurd’s  papers  and  effects  and  went 
through  them  to  learn  what  he  had  (Rec.,  p.  77).  Mr. 
Hurd  was,  against  his  will  on  March  12th  removed  to  a 
hospital,  he  submitting  only  after  the  statement  that 
Mrs.  Cramer  was  there,  (Rec.,  p.  101).  On  the  13th 
Lee  Hurd  returned  to  New  York  and  at  once  procured 
counsel  to  prepare  a  power  of  attorney  from  his  grand- 


father  turning  over  to  him  all  his  property  (Rec.,  p.  95). 
With  this  he  returned  to  Washington  on  the  16th  and 
on  the  17th  took  his  grandfather  to  Greenwich,  Conn., 
getting  his  consent  only  by  the  statement  that  Mrs. 
C  ramer  was  in  New  York  and  he  could  not  be  cared  for 
at  her  home  (Rec.,  pp.  100,  100).  He  arrived  at  Green¬ 
wich  so  ill  that  he  was  partially  carried  from  the  train 
(Rec.,  p.  101),  yet  on  the  next  day,  when  he  was  in  bed. 
the  grandson  procured  his  signature  to  the  power  of 
attorney  (Rec.,  p.  94). 

Up  to  the  time  when  Lee  M.  Hurd  went  over  his 
grandfather  s  books  he  had  never  suspected  him  to  be 
mentally  disordered.  He  says:  “when  I  went  over  his 
books  and  found  the  way  he  took  care  of  his  business  I 
found  he  was  wholly  incapable.  When  that  period  began 
I  do  not  know,  but  when  I  found  it  out  was  in  March” 
(Rec.,  p.  87).  Fenton  J.  Hurd  had  never  lived  in  Green¬ 
wich,  having  visited  his  grandson  there  only  twice 
(Rec.,  p.  486),  yet  on  March  24th,  Lee  M.  Hurd  filed  a 
petition  in  the  Probate  Court  averring  that  his  grand¬ 
father  was  a  resident  of  Greenwich;  was  by  reason  of 
“mental  derangement,  physical  infirmities  and  advanced 
age  incapable  of  managing  his  affairs,  and  prayed  the 
appointment  of  a  conservator  to  have  charge  of  his 
person  and  estate.  At  a  hearing  on  April  6th  he  falsely 
swore  that  his  grandfather  had  been  living  with  him  on 
and  off  for  about  five  or  six  years  (Rec.,  p.  19).  He  thus 
secured  appointment  as  conservator  of  his  person  and  • 
estate,  took  possession  of  both  and  presently  banished 
the  old  man  to  the  tarm  of  his  son  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains  where  he  has  ever  since  remained.  The 
threat  of  that  son  to  have  a  receiver  appointed  to  take 
possession  of  his  property  was  thus  carried  out  at  last, 
and  the  old  man’s  fear  of  being  kidnapped  (Rec.,  pp 
123,  124,),  shown  to  be  amply  justified. 

.  After  Mr.  Hurd’s  removal  to  hospital  in  March,  1910. 
Mrs.  Cramer  found  the  letter  and  slip  set  out  on  page 


13  of  the  record.  It  is  confessedly  in  Mr.  Hurd’s  hand¬ 
writing  and  was  evidently  written  after  all  his  gifts,  for 
it  refers  to  his  estate  as  reduced  by  those  gifts.  No 
contradiction  of  its  statements  has  been  ever  attempted.  It 
declares  the  motives  which  animated  the  plaintiff  in 
making  the  gifts  and  thereby  falsifies  the  bill.  We  here 
reproduce  it. 

(Envelope  Addressed) 

“Mr.  B.  L.  Hurd,  Whallonsburg,  N.  Y.” 

(Slip  Enclosed) 

“Please  forward  this  letter  after  my  death. 

F.  J.  Hurd.” 

(Letter) 

Washington,  D.  C. 

“Son  Byron:  I  write  this  to  be  forwarded  to 
you  after  my  death.  Instead  of  your  writing 
to  me  and  saying  go  on  Father  and  get  married 
and  be  happy  you  wrote  to  Hattie  Smith  and  said 
to  her  that  if  she  narried  your  father,  that  you 
would  shoot  her  and  even  described  the  revolver 
that  you  would  shoot  her  with.  Well  I  commenced 
then  to  give  away  my  property  rather  than  have 
it  come  into  your  hands  as  you  had  often  said 
if  I  got  married  that  you  would  shoot  me.  I  gave 
Hattie  at  that  time  Twelve  thousand  dollars  and 
have  been  giving  away  ever  since.  At  that  time 
my  inventory  was  Ninety  three  thousand  dollars 
instead  of  its  now  being  less  Forty  thousand  dollars 
so  if  I  had  got  married  and  have  died  the  widow’s 
share  of  my  estate  would  not  have  been  more 
than  one-third  of  what  I  have  given  away  rather 
than  have  you  have  it  after  your  being  so  mean 
to  a  father  that  had  always  been  so  good  to  you. 
You  can’t  help  but  remember  how  many  thousand 
dollars  I  have  given  you,  and  all  I  have  got  for 
my  goodness  is  to  say  you  will  murder  me  if  I 
made  myself  a  little  home  and  be  happy  the  rest  of 
my  life  instead  of  wandering  around  the  world 
alone  the  rest  of  my  life. 

Think  it  all  over  and  see  if  you  can  be  happy 
with  what  you  have  done. 

From  yr.  father, 


F.  J.  Hurd.” 


BRIEF  AND  ARGUMENT. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  seek  a  motive  fob  the  gifts 
made  by  Mr.  Hurd,  to  imagine  deception,  infer 
chicanery  or  presume  fraud  from  the  various 
supposed  inconsistencies  or  contradictions  indus¬ 
triously  PUT  together  by  counsel  for  plaintiff, 

WHEN  ALL  SUCH  CONTENTIONS  ARE  CONTRADICTED  BY 
THE  MONUMENTS  CONSTRUCTED  BY  THE  PLAINTIFF  DUR¬ 
ING  THE  PERIOD  WHEN  THE  GIFTS  WERE  MADE  AND  BEFORE 
LITIGATION  WAS  THOUGHT  OF.  THESE  MONUMENTS 
SHOULD  BE  CONCLUSIVE. 


THE  ASSIGNED  ERRORS. 

Appellant  has  assigned  twelve  alleged  errors, 
argument  tho\  may  he  reduced  to  four,  namely  i 

1.  Mental  incapacity  of  Mk.  Hurd. 

2.  L  NDl  E  INFLUENCE  EXERCISED  BY  APPELLEE. 

3.  Fraud  on  the  part  of  appellee. 

%  4*  Jurisdiction  of  the  Equity  Court. 


For 


1.  MENTAL  INCAPACITY. 

I  he  bill  alleges  three  grounds  for  relief.  The 

FIRST  IS  MENTAL  INCAPACITY  ON  THE  PART  OF  HURD. 

Upon  this  the  plaintiff  offered  no  testimony.  In 

FACT,  TWO  OF  HIS  WITNESSES  WHO  WERE  PHYSICIANS 
TESTIFIED  THAT  HURD  WAS  OF  SOUND  MIND.  ThE.ONLY 
TESTIMONY  ADDUCED  WHICH  EVEN  TENDED  TO  ESTAB¬ 
LISH  THE  ARGUMENTS  THAT  HE  WAS  NON  COMPOS  WAS 
THAT  OF  HIS  GRANDSON,  Lee  HURD,  WHO  CONSIDERED 
HIS  GRANDFATHER  INCAPABLE  IN  MATTERS  CONNECTED 

with  spiritualism”  (Judge  Gould’s  Opinion,  Rec.,  p.491). 
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This  alleged  error  should  be  abandoned,  for  if  Mr. 
Hurd  was  insane  when  he  made  the  gifts  he  was  equally 
insane  when  he  testified ,  and  his  testimony  should  be  given 
little  or  no  credence,  but  there  is  not  a  word  from  any 
witness  to  make  it  appear  that  his  mental  powers  were 
in  any  way  impaired,  and  even  his  grandson,  the  real 
plaintiff  never  suspected  such  impairment  until  he  found 
he  had  made  the  gifts  (Rec.,  p.  81).  Some  twenty- two 
witnesses  for  appellee  affirm  his  mental  strength.  This  list 
includes  two  physicians,  a  dentist,  member  of  this  bar, 
three  merchants,  a  notary,  a  contractor,  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  State  Department,  the  editor  of  the  Statutes  at 
Large,  and  those  who  came  in  frequent  contact  with  Mr. 
Hurd.  They  all  considered  him  a  strong  minded  man, 
of  sound  sense,  perfectly  capable  of  caring  for  his  own 
affairs.  He  attended  to  all  his  business;  made  loans, 
released  morrgages,  and  made  no  losses.  Seventy-six 
of  his  checks  are  in  evidence.  He  did  nothing  irrational. 
He  had  much  correspondence  with  his  agent  in  Minnesota 
where  his  money  was  invested,  yet  this  agent,  Mr.  Ross, 
was  not  produced  to  testify  to  mental  aberration.  His 
numerous  letters  to  his  relatives  are  all  intelligent  and 
free  from  evidence  of  weakness.  No  attempt  was  made 
to  prove  turn  mentally  incompetent.  Fourteen  witnesses 
testified  at  length  for  plaintiff,  but  not  one  expressed 
an  opinion  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  ever  at  any  time,  of  weak 
or  unsound  mind. 

His  testimony,  taken  after  his  severe  illness,  shows  his 
mentality  yet  unimpaired. 

Belief  in  spiritualism  is  not  evidence  of  mental  weak¬ 
ness  or  incapacity. 

Middlewitch  vs.  Williams,  4  L.  R.  A.,  738. 

Thompson  vs.  Hawks,  14  Fed.,  902.  '  * 

Smith’s  Will,  52  Wise.,  543. 

Owen  vs.  Crumbaugh,  228  111.,  380. 
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This  last  cited  is  reported  in  case  10  A.  <fc  E.  A.  Cases, 
p.  606,  which  contains  a  complete  exposition  of  the  law 
on  the  subject. 

No  authorities  hold  that  a  belief  in  Swedenborgianism, 
in  the  Faith  Cure,  in  Methodism,  Catholicism,  Unitar- 
ianism,  or  any  other  religious-ism  is  even  evidence  of 
mental  weakness. 

Scott  vs.  Scott,  221  Ill.,  597. 

Trich’s  Will,  165  Pa.  St,,  586. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Lee  is  in  substance  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  every  witness,  medical  and  non-medical,  on  the 
question  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  mentality.  He  said:  “I  saw 
jio  reason,  whatever,  sir,  to  think  that  he  was  not  as 
perfectly  sane,  as  perfectly  intelligent  and  intellectual  as 
any  other  man  I  had  ever  met,  especially  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  his  age.  I  didn’t  get  any  impression  whatever 
of  a  lack  of  normal  mentality”  (Rec.,  pp.  257-258). 
So  strongly  was  Dr.  Lee  impressed  with  both  the  mental 
and  physicial  strength  of  Air.  Hurd  that  he  made  a  note 
of  his  condition  in  a  memorandum  book  (Rec.,  p.  258). 

1  he  burden  of  proving  mental  incapacity  is  on  the 
plaintiff. 

Leach  vs.  Burr,  188  U.  S.,  510. 

Sawyers  vs.  White,  122  F.  R.,  223.  ’ 

2.  UNDUE  INFLUENCE. 

“The  second  ground  of  relief  alleged  in  the  bill 
IS  THE  UNDUE  INFLUENCE  EXERCISED  BY  Mrs.  CRAMER 

over  Hurd  through  which  the  gifts  of  money  were 

SECURED.  ...  1  HE  TESTIMONY  IS  UNDISPUTED  THAT 

HE  WAS,  AS  HERETOFORE  STATED,  A  STRONG-MINDED, 
RATHER  OBSTINATE  MAN,  FULLY  CAPABLE  OF  AND  AC¬ 
TUALLY  MANAGING  HIS  BUSINESS  AFFAIRS  AND  IN  GOOD 
PHYSICAL  HEALTH  CONSIDERING  HIS  AGE . 

Mrs.  Cramer  testifies  that  they  were  engaged  to 
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BE  MARRIED  AND  SEVERAL  WITNESSES  TESTIFY  THAT 

Hurd  told  them  he  wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer. 
It  is  clear  also  that  he  was  deterred  from  such  a 

MARRIAGE  BY  THE  VIOLENT  OPPOSITION  OF  HIS  SON. 

This  testimony  is  uncontradicted  upon  the  record, 

EXCEPTING  THAT  HURD  TESTIFIES  HE  NEVER  THOUGHT 
OF  MARRYING  HER  AND  THAT  HE  WAS  NEVER  ENGAGED  TO 
MARRY  HER;  HE  DOES  NOT  DENY  THAT  HE  MADE  THE 
STATEMENTS  TO  WHICH  THE  WITNESSES  ALREADY  RE¬ 
FERRED  TO  HAVE  TESTIFIED.  It  IS  ALSO  UNCONTRA¬ 
DICTED  IN  THE  TESTIMONY  THAT  HE  TOLD  SEVERAL  OTHER 
WITNESSES  OF  HIS  INTENTION  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  HER  AND 
OF  HIS  DESIRE  FOR  HER  TO  RESIGN  HER  POSITION  IN  THE 

State  Department.  ...  It  is  impossible  to 

ESCAPE  THE  CONCLUSION  THAT  HE  HAD  A  REAL  AFFEC¬ 
TION  for  Mrs.  Cramer.  His  own  testimony  as  to 

THEIR  RELATIONS  IS  SUMMED  UP  AS  FOLLOWS  I  He  SAYS 
THEY  TREATED  ME  THE  SAME  AS  THEY  WOULD  ANY 
BOARDER.  I  GOT  ENOUGH  TO  EAT,  GOOD  VICTUALS,  AND  A 
GOOD  PLACE  TO  SLEEP.  I  GOT  NOTHING  ELSE.  ...  I 
WAS  MERELY  A  BOARDER  WITH  THEM.’  UNDER  SUCH  A 
STATE  OF  THE  TESTIMONY  IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  CLASSIFY 
THE  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  THESE  PARTIES  AS  COMING 
WITHIN  ANY  OF  THOSE  WHERE  UNDUE  INFLUENCE  IS  A 
GROUND  FOR  RELIEF.  MOREOVER,  THERE  IS  NOT  ONLY 

no  preponderance  of  testimony,  but  there  is  ab¬ 
solutely  none ,  showing  the  exercise  of  undue  influence.11 
(Judge  Gould’s  Opinion,  Rec.,  p.  193). 

There  is  no  evidence  of  undue  influence  exerted  by 
Mrs.  Cramer  over  Mr.  Hurd,  or  that  he  ever  did  any 
act  in  consequence  of  her  influence.  Beside  the  letters 
showing  that  Mrs.  Cramer  tried  to  induce  Mr.  Hurd  to 
continue  his  annual  gifts  to  Lee  Hurd  the  only  direct  evi¬ 
dence  to  show  influence  exercised  by  her  is  that  of  Mrs. 
Byron  Hurd  who  testified  that  Mrs.  Cramer  induced  Mr. 
Hurd  to  take  a  glass  of  milk  which  he  had  refused  to 
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take  from  her  (Rec.,  p.  304).  Mr.  Hurd  repudiates  the 
idea  that  his  relations  with  Mrs.  Cramer  were  such  that 
she  could  influence  him,  and  says  “they  treated  me 
the  same  they  would  any  boarder;  I  got  enough  to  eat, 
good  victuals  and  a  good  place  to  sleep.  I  got  nothing 
else”  (Rec.,  p.  41).  And  again,  in  rebuttal,  “I  was 
merely  a  boarder  with  her.”  He  does  not  say  or  intimate 
that  the  50  or  a  100  letters  signed  “Mary,”  which  he 
says  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote ,  influenced  any  gift  he  made  her, 
nor  does  he  deny  any  of  the  statements  made  in  his 
letter  to  her  of  March  20,  1906,  and  in  his  letter  to 
“Son  Byron.”  He  neither  gave  nor  was  asked  to  give  the 
details  of  any  of  the  gifts ,  nor  did  he  connect  any  one  of 
them  with  any  letter.  He  does  not  say  when  any  of  these 
letters  were  written,  whether  before  any  gift  was  made 
or  after  all  were  made.  He  does  not  say  any  gift  was  in 
consequence  of  any  letter  or  letters,  or  in  compliance  with 
letters  he  says  she  wrote. '  Apparently  appellant  expects 
the  court  to  infer  undue  influence  from  the  facts  that 
the  gifts  were  made,  and  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  not  a 
relative.  It  is  submitted  that  under  the  conditions  of 
his  life,  shown  by  the  proofs  to  have  existed  when  he 
made  the  gifts,  it  was  most  natural  that  he  should  wish 
to  bestow  his  pecuniary  favor  upon  Mrs.  Cramer  rather 
than  upon  his  unfilial  son  and  his  already  highly  sub¬ 
sidized  grandson,  whom  he  saw  about  once  a  year. 
Mr.  Hurd’s  entire  testimony  at  this  point  is  as  follows: 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  subject  to  which 
those  letters  related? 

A.  She  always  told  me — she  said  to  be  good  to 
Laurie  and  give  her  what  money  she  needs. 

I  think  in  every  letter  she  always  spoke  of  my 
being  good  to  Laurie  and  giving  her  what  money 
she  needed. 

Q.  Did  you  do  what  these  letters  suggested? 

A.  It  looks  a  little  as  though  I  did. 


Q.  Be  a  little  more  definite,  state  whether  or 
not  you  gave  her  money. 

A.  I  gave  her  money  frequently. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  you  gave? 

A.  I  think  I  gave  her  something  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  $27,000;  about  $27,000  I  think  it  was. 

And  over  the  objection  to  the  leading  form  of  the 
question : 

Q.  Would  you,  Mr.  Hurd,  have  given  Mrs. 
Cramer  these  large  sums  of  money  but  for  the 
fact  that  these  letters  were  given  to  you  by  her 
purporting  to  come  from  your  wife? 

A.  No,  I  don’t  think  I  should . 

It  is  submitted  that  influence  to  be  undue  must  be 
such  as  wrongfully  causes  a  particular  act  to  be  done; 
in  the  case  at  bar  an  influence  which  wrongfully  caused 
the  gifts  contrary  to  the  will  of  Mr.  Hurd.  Nothing  of 
the  sort  is  shown  and  the  allegation  must  fail  for  want 
of  proof.  To  this  proposition  Conley  vs.  Nailor  is  a 
direct  authority: 

The  undue  influence  for  which  a  will  or  deed 
will  be  annulled  must  be  such  as  the  party  making 
it  has  no  free  will  but  stands  in  vinculis.  It 
must  amount  to  force  or  coercion  destroying  fre’e 
agency. 

Conley  vs.  Nailor,  118  U.  S.,  127.  * 

And  this  court  unhesitatingly  applied  this  quoted 
rule  to  a  gift  of  bonds  made  by  an  old  lady. 

v  Towson  vs.  Moore,  11  App.,  377. 

No  evidence  tends  to  show  that  in  making  any  gift 
Mr.  Hurd  had  no  free  will  or  that  his  free  agency  at 
that  time  was  destroyed. 
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The  undue  influence  must  exist  at  the  time  of  the  act 
in  question. 

Conley  vs.  Nailor,  supra. 

Davis  vs.  Calvert,  5  G.  &  J.,  269. 

Banner  vs.  Rosser,  96  Va.,  238. 

It  must  he  connected  with  the  execution  of  the 
instrument,  or  the  act  which  is  challenged. 

Smith  on  Fraud,  Sec.  181. 

Yet  counsel  concedes  in  his  brief  at  page  43  that  no 
connection  between  influence  and  any  gift  is  shown. 

Undue  influence  will  not  be  inferred  from  opportunity, 
possibility  or  suspicion. 

Beyer  vs.  Le  Fevre,  186  U.  S.,  114. 

In  this  last  cited  case  the  court  said: 

'‘Whatever  rule  may  obtain  elsewhere,  we  wish 
it  distinctly  understood  to  be  the  rule  of  the 
Federal  Courts  that  the  will  of  a  person  found  to 
be  possessed  of  sound  mind  and  memory  is  not 
to  be  set  aside  on  evidence  tending  to  show 
only  a  possibility  or  suspicion  of  undue  influence  .” 

And  again  the  court  said: 

“The  presumption  is  in  favor  of  its  validity, 
and  in  order  to  set  it  aside  the  court  must  be 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  the  voluntary  act  of 
the  donor.” 

No  Distinction  between  Deeds  or  Gifts  and  Wills. — 
That  there  is  no  distinction  in  the  principle  to  be  applied 
to  cases  of  wills  and  cases  of  gifts  is  clearly  shown  by 
the  Supreme  Court  decisions  in  Conley  vs.  Nailor  and 
Ralston  vs.  Turpin,  supra,  both  of  which  were  cases 
brought  to  avoid  gifts,  and  in  both  of  which  the  principle 
now  invoked  was  laid  down,  and  cases  involving  wills 


cited  as  precedents  for  the  decisions.  Smith  on  Fraud, 
supra,  states  the  law  to  be  identical  in  both  cases. 

The  language  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Conley  vs. 
Nailor,  at  page  135  of  the  report,  is  distinctly  applicable 
here: 

“  Tested  by  these  rules,  the  charge  that  the 
deeds  in  question  were  procured  by  the  fraud 
and  undue  influence  of  the  defendant  is  without 
support.  On  this  branch  of  the  case  the  plaintiffs 
have  taken  pains  to  prove  that  the  defendant 
treated  Nailor  with  great  kindness  and  with 
unremitting  attention  to  his  wants  and  comforts, 
but  they  have  shown  nothing  else.  There  is  an 
absence  of  proof  that  the  defendant  used  either 
threats,  stratagem,'  importunity,  or  persuasion 
to  induce  Nailor  to  execute  the  deeds.  In  fact 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  defendant  ever 
requested  him  to  make  them.” 

BURDEN  OF  PROOF. 

The  Burden  of  Proof  in  This  Jurisdiction  is  Upon 
the  Plaintiff  to  Establish  His  Charges  of  Undue  In¬ 
fluence  and  Fraud. 

This  court  has  so  recently  affirmed  this  doctrine 
in  a  somewhat  similar  case  that  we  shall  not  discuss  it 
at  length. 

Madre  vs.  Gaskins,  W.  L.  R.  of  May  24,  1912. 

In  that  case  an  heir  at  law  complained  of  a  deed 
of  land  as  made  by  an  old  woman  to  an  intimate  friend, 
and  charged  mental  infirmity,  duress,  coercion,  and 
undue  influence  but  failed  to  prove  them.  This  court 
reversed  a  decree  based  on  the  opinion  that  the  burden 
of  proof  was  on  the  defendant,  the  grantee,  and  held 
the  contrary  to  be  the  rule. 

In  a  previous  decision  this  court  said: 

“The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
always  maintained  the  doctrine  that  the  mere 
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existence  of  confidential  relations,  as  in  the  nature 
of  parent  and  child  and  some  others  of  a  similar 
nature,  does  not  shift  the  burden  of  proof  to  the 
superior  party  to  show  the  validity  of  the 
transaction.” 

Holtzman  vs.  Linton,  27  App.,  257. 

Murray  vs.  Hilton,  8  App.,  285. 

To  hold  otherwise,  to  assume  from  gifts  of  value, 
that  the  donor  was  in  vinculis ,  is  to  make  the  court  a 
guardian  for  every  person  who  makes  a  gift,  and  to 
place  the  bar  of  suspicion  upon  everyone  who  receives 
one. 

Supreme  Court  decisions  bearing  directly  upon  the 
point  are: 

Ralston  vs.  Turpin,  129  IT.  S.,  663,  700. 

Mackall  vs.  Mackall,  135  U.  S.,  167. 

Towson  vs.  Moore,  173  U.  S.,  17. 

Beyer  vs.  Le  Fevre,  186  U.  S.,  114. 

Leach  vs.  Burr,  188  U.  S.,  510. 

Taylor  vs.  Taylor,  8  How.,  201. 

Conley  vs.  Nailor,  supra. 

Jackson  rs.  Ashton,  1 1  Pet.,  229. 

See  also — 

Meyer  vs.  Jacobs,  123  Fed.  R.,  900,  910. 

Sawyer  vs.  White,  122  Fed.  R.,  223,  (C.  C.  A). 

%  m 

In  the  early  (1838)  and  leading  case  of  Jenkins  vs. 
Pye,  12  Pet.,  241,  the  Supreme  Court  expressly 
repudiated  the  supposed  English  rule  of  presumption 
that  a  deed  from  a  child  to  a  parent  was  prima  facie 
void,  denied  that  this  was  a  just  result  of  the  decisions 
and  affirmed  that  all  the  cases  they  had  examined  are 
accompanied  with  some  ingredient  showing  undue 
influence.  To  the  doctrine  then  declared  that  court 
has  adhered  and  this  court  has  followed  it. 
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In  Ralston  vs.  Turpin,  supra,  the  bill  was  brought 
to  set  aside  deeds  conveying  real  estate,  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  gift  to  the  children  of  the  grantor’s  real 
estate  agent,  who  had  theretofore  been  his  guardian. 
The  grantor  was  in  a  declining  state  of  health  and  his 
constitution  greatly  weakened.  The  court  found  that 
the  agent  held  such  relations  with  the  donor  as  would 
enable  him  to  exercise  great  influence;  that  the  principal 
trusted  his  agent’s  judgment  and  had  abiding  confidence 
in  his  integrity.  Nevertheless,  the  bill  was  dismissed 
because  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to  show  that  the  deeds 
were  obtained  by  undue  influence.  It  was  claimed  that 
the  grantor  was  mentally  incapacitated,  and  that  he 
was  over-reached  by  his  agent.  The  Circuit  Court 
dismissed  the  appeal  on  the  grounds  (1)  that  when  the 
deeds  were  made  the  grantor  was  capable  of  disposing 
of  his  property  as  he  thought  proper,  and  that  (2)  they 
were  not  brought  about  by  any  improper  influence  (25 
F.  R.,  7).  The  grantor  had  previously  made  a  will 
leaving  property  to  his  agent  in  trust  for  the  latter’s 
children.  He  afterward  married,  and  this  agent  saw 
him  and  told  him  that  the  marriage  was  in  effect  a 
revocation  of  the  will,  whereupon  the  grantor  executed 
a  deed  conveying  the  property.  The  court  in  25  F.  R. 
said: 

“If  it  does  not  appear  that  the  grantor  was 
incapable  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  debility 
of  exercising  a  discriminating  judgment  in  the 
disposal  of  his  property,  or  was  driven  to  make 
the  gifts  in  question  against  his  wishes  and  under 
some  influence  that  he  was  unable ,  no  matter  from 
what  cause ,  to  resist ,  the  relief  must  be  denied .” 


The  Federal  Courts  Never  Presume  Fraud. — The  fact 
that  a  grantee  occupies  a  fiduciary  relation  to  the  grantor 


i.s  not  alone  fatal  to  the  gift;  neither  does  it  shift  the 
burden  of  proof : 

It  is  the  use  of  that  relation  to  secure  a  deed 
or  devise  against  the  free  will  or  desire  of  the 
grantor  or  donor,  and  not  the  mere  existence  of 
the  relations  that  vitiates  a  grant.” 

Sawyer  vs.  White,  (C.  C.  A.)  122  Fed.,  226. 

Wherever  the  rule  of  the  Federal  Courts  prevails  it 
will  be  found  that  fraud  either  by  direct  proof  or  by 
circumstances  of  most  potent  character  has  always  been 
proved  when  a  bill  to  vacate  a  gift  has  been  sustained. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  plaintiff  has  utterly  failed 
to  establish  any  of  his  charges  and  even  if  his  two 
monumental  letters  were  laid  aside  his  (or  his  grandson’s) 
attempted  recaption  of  his  gifts  must  be  futile. 

3.  FRAUD  ON  THE  PART  OF  APPELLEE  IN  PRE¬ 
TENDING  TO  BE  A  MEDIUM. 

“It  is  hardly  necessary  to  cite  authority  to  the 

EFFECT  THAT  THE  BURDEN  OF  PROVING  FRAUD  RESTS 
UPON  HIM  WHO  ALLEGES  IT.  .  .  .  The  ONLY  EVI¬ 

DENCE  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was,  is,  or  ever  pretended 
TO  BE  A  SPIRITUALISTIC  MEDIUM  IS  THE  TESTIMONY  OF 

Hurd.  ..  .  If  plaintiff’s  testimony  were  more 

POSITIVE  AND  SPECIFIC,  IF  OTHER  CIRCUMSTANCES  ESTAB¬ 
LISHED  BY  THE  EVIDENCE  CAST  NO  LIGHT  UPON  THE 
TRANSACTIONS,  BY  WHAT  RULE  OF  ESTIMATING  THE 
VALUE  OF  TESTIMONY  CAN  IT  BE  CLAIMED  THAT  PLAINTIFF 
HAS  SUSTAINED  THE  BLTRDEN  OF  PROOF?  ASSUMING  THE 
WITNESSES  TO  BE  OF  EQUAL  CREDIBILITY  THE  PLAIN¬ 
TIFF’S  CASE  MUST  FAIL,  BUT  HURD  W'AS  OVER  90  YEARS  OF 
AGE  AT  THE  TIME  HE  TESTIFIED,  CONFESSEDLY  OF  POOR 
MEMORY,  ADJUDGED  BY  A  CONNECTICUT  COURT  TO  BE 
INCAPABLE  OF  MANAGING  HIS  AFFAIRS  BY  REASON  OF 
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MENTAL  INFIRMITY,  AND  EMBITTERED  AGAINST  THE  DE¬ 
FENDANT  BY  THE  BELIEF  INSTILLED  INTO  HIS  MIND  BY 
SOMEONE  THAT  SHE  HAD  ATTEMPTED  TO  POISON  HIM  AT 
THE  TIME  OF  HIS  SEIZURE  IN  MARCH,  1909,  A  BELIEF 
HAVING  NO  FOUNDATION  IN  FACT  AS  FAR  AS  THIS  RECORD 

discloses.  Moreover,  his  testimony  as  to  the 

FALSE  PRETENSES  IS  VAGUE  AND  UNCERTAIN.  .  .  .  He 

DOES  NOT  ATTEMPT  TO  CONNECT  ANY  SPECIFIC  FALSE 
REPRESENTATION  WITH  ANY  DEFINITE  GIFT”  (Justice 

Gould’s  Opinion,  Rec.,  pp.  494-495). 

The  only  fraud  alleged  is  that  Mrs.  Cramer  falsely 
represented  herself  to  be  a  medium,  and  wrote  letters  to 
Mr.  Hurd  purporting  to  come  from  his  deceased  wife, 
suggesting  that  he  give  her  money,  whereby  she  obtained 
money  from  him,  but  there  is  no  word  of  testimony  to 
show  she  obtained  any  gift  by  representing  herself  as  a 
medium,  or  that  she  obtained  any  money  by  reason  of 
any  letters.  Mrs.  Cramer  denies  the  charge,  Mr.  Hurd 
does  not  support  it,  and  no  one  else  testifies  on  the 
subject.  If  answer  under  oath  had  not  been  waived  it 
would  have  been  unnecessary  for  defendant  to  put  in 
any  testimony.  She  swears  positively  that  no  such 
letters  were  written  and  no  fraud  practiced,  and  is  cross- 
examined  at  great  length.  Her  positive  testimony  can 
not  be  overcome  by  innuendo  and  suspicion.  There  is 
sufficient  explanation  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  desire  to  provide 
for  Mrs.  Cramer  without  imagining  fraud.  No  one  who 
would  be  expected  to  know  that  Mrs.  Cramer  claimed 
to  be  a  medium,  if  it  were  true,  ever  heard  of  her  making 
such  claim  or  acting  as  such.  None  of  her  relatives 
or  friends  ever  heard  of  her  pretending  belief  in  spiritual¬ 
ism.  She  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  A  remarkable  fact  is 
that  Mr.  Hurd  never  spoke  of  her  acting  as  a  medium, 
though  he  freely  told  of  other  persons  who  wrote  him 
letters. 


It  will  be  noticed,  as  stipulated  (Rec.,  p.  500)  by  coun¬ 
sel,  that  more  than  100  letters  written  by  plaintiff  to 
his  relatives  were  introduced  in  evidence  by  him, 
but  omitted  in  the  record,  in  none  of  which  was  any 
reference  made  to  Mrs.  Cramer  ever  acting  as  a  medium, 
or  believing  in  spiritualism. 

Fraud  is  never  presumed,  but  is  always  to  be  proven. 

Tucker  vs.  Moreland,  10  Pet.,  58. 

Security  vs.  Garrett,  3  App.,  69. 

And  where  positive  fraud  is  alleged  in  the  bill  relief 
will  not  be  given  on  any  other  ground  shown  by  the 
proofs  to  exist. 

Eyre  vs.  Potter,  15  How.,  42. 

.  The  only  testimony  tending  to  show  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
ever  wrote  any  “spiritualistic”  letters  is  that  of  Mr. 
Hurd  which  is  quoted  in  Justice  Gould’s  opinion  at 
page  494  of  the  record. 

It  is  submitted  that  such  vague,  indefinite  testimony 
is  insufficient  in  the  face  of  the  positive  testimony  of  the 
defendant  and  the  further  fact  that  no  one  who  would 
be  likely  to  know  of  the  fact,  if  it  were  a  fact,  ever  heard 
of  Mrs.  Cramer  acting  as  a  medium. or  writing  spirit 
letters. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  although,  according  to  Mr. 
Hurd’s  testimony,  100  or  150  letters  were  written,  all  of 
which  contained  the  same  suggestions,  there  were  but 
six  gifts  made. 

THE  STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS. 

If  recovery  is  sought  under  the  allegation  of  fraud, 
only  $5,000  is  involved,  as  all  gifts  prior  to  October, 
1908,  are  barred  by  limitations,  as  claimed  in  the  answer. 
The  $10,000  of  May  9,  1909,  was  a  loan,  according  to 
Mr.  Hurd. 


The  gifts  in  controversy  were  made  as  follows: 


May,  1904  . $6, 000.00 

April,  1905 . 5,000.00 

April,  1906 . 6,000.00 

December,  1906 . 4,000.00 

September,  1908 . 5,000.00 

May,  1909 . 10,000.00 


The  first  four  gifts  were  made  more  than  three  years 
before  the  suit  was  instituted,  which  was  June  27,  1910. 

“Statutes  of  limitation,  wherever  applicable, 
are  equally  binding  in  equity  as  at  common  law.” 

Sis  vs.  Boarman,  11  App.,  121. 

Willard  vs.  Wood,  1  App.,  44. 

“A  court  of  equity  of  concurrent  jurisdiction 
with  one  of  law  is  bound  by  the  Statute  of  Limita¬ 
tions  which  governs  an  action  at  law.” 

Baker  vs.  Cummings,  169  U.  S.,  189. 

Every  fact  known  by  Mr.  Hurd  has  been  known  by 
him  since  the  time  he  made  the  respective  gifts.  Nothing 
has  been  concealed  from  him  by  Mrs.  Cramer.  That  he 
may  not  have  told  his  affairs  to  his  grandson,  or  that 
under  the  domination  and  control  of  his  grandson  he 
has  experienced  a  change  of  heart  (if  he  really  has), 
will  not  affect  the  operation  of  the  Statute  of  Limita¬ 
tions. 

4.  EQUITABLE  JURISDICTION. 

The  demand  of  the  bill  is  that  the  “transfers”  of  the 
moneys  paid  by  Hurd  to  the  defendant  be  set  aside 
and  that  she  be  decreed  to  pay  the  amount  received  with 
interest:  To  collect  the  award  other  relief  is  asked. 

This  is  nothing  but  a  demand  for  a  money  decree  to 
be  enforced  by  equitable  processes. 


The  Judiciary  Act. 

Section  16  of  the  act  of  1789  provides — 

that  suits  in  equity  shall  not  be  sustained  in 
either  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  any 
case  where  adequate  and  complete  relief  can  be 
had  at  law.” 

No  reason  is  perceived  why,  upon  the  theory  of  facts 
set  out  in  the  bill,  Mr.  Hurd  could  not  at  any  time  have 
sued  for  money  had  and  received;  if  so,  the  jurisdiction 
was  and  is  at  law’,  a  judgment  for  the  recovery  of  money 
being  the  precise  equivalent  of  a  decree  for  money. 

“Whenever  a  court  of  law  is  competent  to 
take  cognizance  of  a  right,  and  has  power  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  a  judgment  which  affords  a  plain,  ade¬ 
quate  and  complete  remedy  without  the  aid  of  a 
court  of  equity  the  plaintiff  must  proceed  at  law 

because  the  defendant  has  a  constitutional  right 
to  trial  by  jury” 

Hipp  vs.  Babin,  19  How.,  271. 

The  Alleged  Fraud  Does  Not  Confer  Jurisdiction. 

The  claim  of  the  complainant  must  be  that  because 
the  bill  charges  that  the  moneys  were  obtained  through 
fraud  this  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction,  although  all 
that  is  demanded  of  Mrs.  Cramer  is  that  she  shall  repay 
the  money;  for  although  the  bill  asks  that  “transfers” 
be  set  aside  there  are  no  deeds  or  writings  to  be  vacated. 

But  a\  erments  or  proofs  of  fraud  w’ill  not  confer  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

To  give  a  court  of  equity  jurisdiction  the  nature  of  the 
relief  asked  must  be  equitable,  even  where  the  suit 
is  based  upon  an  equitable  title. 

Fussell  vs.  Gregg,  113  U.  S.,  550,  554. 

Smith  vs.  Bourbon  Co.,  127  U.  S.,  105. 

•  * 

Not  the  fact  that  fraud  is  alleged  or  proven  gives 


jurisdiction  but  the  fact  that  the  remedy  sought  and 
necessary  to  relief  can  be  had  only  in  equity. 

The  rule  is  stated  in  the  Encycl.  of  Law,  vol.  14,  page 
173,  as  follows: 

“A  person  upon  whom  another  has  practiced 
a  fraud  can  not  obtain  relief  or  redress  in  equity 
because  of  the  fraud  if  the  circumstances  are  such 
that  an  action  at  law  will  be  a  plain,  adequate  and 
complete  remedy,  unless  there  is  some  ground  of 
equity  jurisdiction  besides  the  fraud.” 

So  where  the  interest  of  the  complainant  is  equitable, 
if  suit  can  be  brought  at  law  in  the  name  of  his  assignor. 

New  York,  etc.,  Co.  vs.  Memphis  W.  Co.,  107  U.  S., 

205. 

So  Pomeroy  says: 

“The  foundation  of  the  jurisdiction  in  equity  is 
the  inadequacy  of  the  relief  as  it  is  administered 
through  means  of  the  legal  procedure.” 

1  Pom.,  Eq.  Juris.,  p.  123,  note,  1st  ed. 

Again  Pomeroy  says: 

“Fraud,  mistake  and  accident,  being  the  mere 
occasions  of  primary  and  remedial  rights  are  not 
in  any  true  sense  the  grounds  and  basis  of  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  .  .  .  Excepting  the  particular  case  of  suits 
to  recover  the  amounts  due  upon  lost  bonds,  bills, 
notes,  etc.,  all  the  instances  of  suits  arising  from 
or  based  upon  fraud,  accident  or  mistake  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  concurrent  jurisdiction,  might  be 
referred  to  some  other  head  of  that  jurisdiction, 
such  as  accounting,  contribution,  and  the  like. 

1  Pomeroy,  Eq.  Jur.,  177,  note. 

If  the  remedy  at  law  is  in  theory  adequate  the  equity 
court  is  without  jurisdiction. 

Rees  vs.  Watertown,  19  Wall.,  107,  124. 
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Surely  a  judgment  for  the  payment  of  a  given  sum 
is  as  adequate  a  remedy  as  a  decree  for  the  like  sum. 

A  controlling  decision  is  that  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  Buzard  vs.  Houston,  119  U.  Sv  347,  reviewed  by  this 
court  in  George  vs.  Ford. 

The  court  emphatically  declared  the  rule  for  which 
we  contend,  that  “a  suit  in  equity  to  enforce  a  legal 
right  can  be  brought  only  when  the  court  can  give  more 
complete  and  effectual  relief,  in  kind  or  in  degree,  on 
the  equity  side  than  on  the  common  law  side;  as  for 
instance,  by  compelling  a  specific  performance,  or  the 
remov  al  of  a  cloud  on  the  title  of  real  estate,  or  the 
Preventing  of  injury  for  which  damages  are  not  recover¬ 
able  at  law,  or  where  an  agreement  procured  by  fraud 
is  of  a  continuous  nature  and  its  rescission  will  prevent 
a  multiplicity  of  suits,  as  in  Boyce  vs.  Grundy,  3  Pet,, 
210,  215,  and  in  Jones  vs.  Bolles,  9  Wall.,  364,  369. 

In  cases  of  fraud  or  mistake,  as  under  any  other 
head  of  chancery  jurisdiction  a  court  of  the  United 
States  will  not  sustain  a  bill  in  equity  to  obtain  only 
a  decree  for  the  payment  of  money  by  way  of  damages 
Yvhen  the  like  amount  can  be  recovered  at  law  in  an 
action  sounding  in  tort,  or  for  money  had  and  received. 
Parkersburg  vs.  Brown,  106  U.  S.,  487,  500;  Ambler 

vs-  Choteau,  107  U.  S.,  586;  Litchfield  rs.  Ballou, 
114  U.  S.,  190.” 

\\  e  submit  that  the  case  at  bar  shows  e\ren  less 
plausible  ground  for  equitable  jurisdiction  than  the  case 
from  which  we  have  just  quoted ;  and  that  on  this  ground 
the  bill  should  be  dismissed. 

An  able  exposition  of  the  law  on  this  subject  is  found 
in  an  Alabama  case  in  which  the  court  squarely  over¬ 
rules  the  contention  that  a  charge  of  fraud  will  give 
jurisdiction,  and  says  that  it  is  irreconcilable  with  the 
doctrine  of  that  court  “that  notwithstanding  the  fraud, 
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If  tile  party  can  have  full,  complete  and  adequate 
redress  at  law  he  can  not  go  into  equity.” 

Youngblood  vs.  Youngblood,  54  Ala.,  486. 
Jones  vs.  Newhall,  115  Mass.,  244. 

Suter  vs.  Matthews,  115  Mass.,  253. 

Frue  vs.  Loring,  120  Mass.,  507. 

So  in  Pomeroy’s  Eq.  Jur.  (Student’s  Ed.),  914,  it  is 
said : 

.  .  .  “the  equity  courts  of  the  United  States  and 
ot  the  several  States  have  practically  abandoned 
a  large  part  of  the  jurisdiction  in  matters  of 
iraud  which  is  confessedly  held  by  the  English 
court  of  chancery.  The  doctrine  is  settled  that 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  grant  purely  equitable 
remedies,  such  as  cancellation,  will  not  be 
exercised,  and  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  to 
grant  pecuniary  recoveries  does  not  exist  in  anv 
case  where  the  legal  remedy,  either  affirmative 
or  defensive  which  the  defrauded  party  might 
obtain  would  be  adequate,  certain  and  complete.” 

So  the  Supreme  Court  held  a  bill  properly  dismissed 
which  averred  that  an  insurance  policy  had  been  obtained 
by  fraudulent  representations  and  suppressions  of  facts, 
and  prayed  the  surrender  and  cancellation  of  the  policy’ 
because  although  the  evidences  of  fraud  were  considerable’ 
a  defence  against  the  policy  was  complete  at  law. 

Insurance  Co.  vs.  Bailey,  13  Wall.,  616. 

Grand  Chute  vs.  Winegar,  15  Wall.,  373. 

So  where  the  managing  director  of  a  corporation  by 
false  statements  to  a  stockholder  induced  him  to  sell 
his  stock  for  a  grossly  inadequate  price,  and  secretly 
took  title  for  his  own  benefit,  and  the  defendant  stock¬ 
holder  filed  his  bill  for  cancellation  of  the  contract  to 
sell  and  to  recover  the  profits  and  dividends  received 
by  the  defendant,  this  court  said: 


“In  so  far  as  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  at  bar 
seeks  to  recover  pecuniary  damages  sustained 
through  the  deceit  practiced  in  obtaining  and 
misusing  the  agreement  of  December  21,  1899, 
his  case  comes  within  the  rule  announced  in 
Buzard  vs.  Houston,  for  such  damages  would 
be  assessed  in  an  action  of  deceit  at  law.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  prayer  for  the  cancellation 
of  the  said  agreement.” 

George  vs.  Ford,  Wash.  Law  Rep.,  Mar.  3, 
1911. 

And  the  court  sustained  the  bill  only  because  of  the 
difficulties  in  ascertaining  the  profits  with  which  the 
defendant  was  to  be  charged. 

Review  of  Appellant’s  Authorities. 

The  decisions  cited  and  quoted  from  in  appellant’s 
brief  are  not  opposed  to  the  doctrines  just  presented,  as  a 
slight  examination  of  them  will  show: 

Angle  vs.  Chicago ,  etc.,  Ry.  Co.,  151  U.  S.,  1,  was  a 
judgment  creditor’s  bill  to  reach  equitable  assets  (lands), 
alleged  to  have  been  transferred  by  the  judgment  debtor 
in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  creditors  to  its  only  stockholder. 
The  court  said  (p.  15): 

“It  is  clear  that  this  stockholder  can  not  secure 
this  transfer  from  the  corporation  to  itself  of  the 
property  of  the  latter  so  as  to  deprive  a  creditor 
of  the  corporation  of  the  payment  of  his  debt.” 

In  that  phase  of  the  case  which  dealt  with  the  right 
of  the  judgment  debtor  to  reclaim  the  land  obtained 
(which  was  really  not  before  the  court),  the  court  found 
jurisdiction  in  equity  to  declare  the  legal  title  to  specific 
land  obtained  by  fraud  to  be  held  in  trust  by  the  fraudu¬ 
lent  transferee.  Neither  doctrine  is  applicable  here.  As 
the  Supreme  Court  did  not  refer  to  Buzard  vs.  Houston 


it  is  evident  it  did  not  intend  to  overrule  or  affect  that 
decision. 

The  quotations  from  Pomeroy  are  also  applicable 
only  to  the  pursuit  of  specific  property ,  the  title  to  which 
is  sought  to  be  recovered.  Moore  vs.  Crawford,  130  U.  S., 
122,  was  a  suit  for  specific  performance  of  a  contract 
to  convey  land,  and  to  reach  it  in  the  hands  of  a  grantee 

with  notice  of  the  contract.  Of  course  there  was  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

In  Wheeler  vs.  Sage ,  1  Wall.,  518,  the  nature  of  the 
case  is  so  different  from  that  at  bar  that  the  three  lines 
quoted  from  the  opinion  (which  in  the  opinion  are 
modified  by  prefixing  the  word  “generally”)  can  be  given 
no  force  here. 

Griffith  vs.  Godey,  113  U.  S.,  was  a  proceeding  against 
an  administrator  for  property  which  he  had  fraudulently 
omitted  from  his  accounts  and  taken  to  himself  for 
8500  after  having  received  an  offer  of  $12,000.  Of  course 
there  was  jurisdiction  to  compel  him  to  account. 

Jones  vs.  Van  Doren ,  130  U.  S.,  684,  was  a  suit  by  a 
widow  to  recover  her  right  of  dower  in  land  which  she 
was  fraudulently  induced  to  convey  to  one  of  the  de¬ 
fendants  who  conveyed  it  to  another  with  notice. 

Lockhart  vs.  Leeds,  195  U.  S.,  427,  was  also  a  suit 
to  recover  a  mine  with  its  produce  from  one  who  had 
obtained  title  through  fraud  and  connivance  with  one 
\yho  was  legally  bound  to  take  the  title  for  the  plaintiff. 
There  was  no  jurisdiction  at  law. 

Except  for  George  vs.  Ford ,  these  are  the  cases  cited 
and  quoted  from  by  appellant’s  counsel.  They  have 
produced  no  decision  declaring  jurisdiction  in  equity  to 
decree  the  return  of  money  from  one  not  an  express  ’ 
trustee,  because  it  was  obtained  by  trickery. 
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The  Claim  of  Constructive  Trust  Does  Not  Confer 

Jurisdiction. 

It  is  claimed  by  appellant  that  because  the  bill  seeks 
to  follow  the  money  given  Mrs.  Cramer  into  her  invest¬ 
ments  and  re-investments  and  to  reach  promissorv  notes 
purchased  by  her,  therefore,  the  equity  court  has  jurisdic¬ 
tion  upon  the  theory  that  there  is  a  constructive  trust 
created  by  reason  of  the  alleged  fraudulent  representa¬ 
tions  and  that  the  notes  may  be  reached  as  a  trust  fund 
held  for  Mr.  Hurd’s  benefit. 

^ e  have  found  no  decision,  and  apparently  the 
appellant  s  counsel  has  found  none,  which  applies  the 
doctrine  to  such  a  case  as  this  where  there  is  no  express 
trust  and  no  violation  of  a  contractual  duty.  An  illustra¬ 
tive  case  is  that  of  Frue  vs.  Loring,  120  Mass.,  507,  where 
a  bill  in  equity  was  demurred  to  on  the  ground  that  the 
plaintiff  had  a  plain,  adequate  and  complete  remedy 
at  law.  The  plaintiff  sought  to  charge  the  defendant,  as 
trustee,  for  the  appropriation  to  his  own  use  of  certain 
shares  ol  stock  which  had  been  held  by  defendant  as 
trustee.  As  in  the  case  at  bar  the  bill  expressly  waived 
the  defendant’s  oath  to  his  answer  and  it  sought  no  dis¬ 
covery  as  incidental  to  the  relief;  the  prayer  was  for  an 
accounting;  for  payment  of  the  balance  due  over  assess¬ 
ments  paid  and  payment  of  the  highest  value  of  the 
stock  since  the  plaintiff  became  entitled  to  it.  The  court 
sustained  the  demurrer,  saying  of  the  plaintiff: 

“His  claim  is  reduced  to  a  claim  for  com¬ 
pensation  in  damages  for  the  conversion  of  prop¬ 
erty  of  which  he  claims  to  have  been  owner. 
His  rights  will  be  determined  by  settling  his  title 
to  the  property.  He  seeks  no  discovery  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  case  to  show  that  his  right  to 
compensation  may  not  be  the  same  in  measure, 
and  that  his  title  may  not  be  as  completely  and 
adequately  enforced  at  law  as  in  equity.  The 
jurisdiction  in  equity  extends,  it  is  said,  equally 
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to  express  and  implied  trusts,  and  yet  it  has  never 
been  contended  that  it  embraced  all  such  cases  of 
implied  trust  as  arise  out  of  the  relation  created 
by  a  pledge  or  mortgage  of  personal  property,  or  a 
transfer  of  choses  in  action  or  shares  in  a’  cor¬ 
poration,  to  be  held  as  collateral  security  for  the 
payment  of  money  or  which  might  arise  between 
principal  and  agent  or  between  bailor  and  bailee 
unless  there  were  facts  alleged  showing  either  the 
need  of  a  discovery  in  support  of  the  bill  or  a 
relief  under  some  form  peculiar  to  courts  of  equitv 
In  none  of  the  cases  cited  by  the  plaintiff  in  which 
the  objection  has  been  taken  by  demurrer  will 
be  round  a  clear  departure  from  this  rule.  In 
most  of  them  an  account  of  the  trust  or  a  discoverv 
or  of  a  delivery  of  trust  property  was  prayed  for/’ 

To  the  same  effect  are — 


Jones  vs.  Newhall,  115  Mass.,  244. 
State  vs.  Matthews,  115  lb.,  253. 


FIDUCIARY  RELATION. 

I  here  is  here  no  proof  of  fiduciary  relations.  The 
plaintiff’s  witness,  Mr.  Hurd,  repudiates  the  idea  of 
such  relations  and  asserts  only  the  formal  relation  of 
a  boarder  with  his  landlady.  He  says  he  had  good  lodging, 
good  food  and  nothing  more  (Rec.,  p.  66). 

There  is  no  proof  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  ever  a 
fiduciary;  or  that  she  ever  transacted  any  business 
for  the  plaintiff;  or  that  she  had  knowledge  of  his 
business  affairs  or  interfered  therewith;  or  that  the 
confidence  reposed  in  her  by  the  plaintiff  was  other 
than  an  affectionate  reliance  upon  her  friendship  induced 
by  his  respect  for  her  womanly  qualities  and  gratitude 
lor  her  many  kindnesses  extending  over  a  period  of 
years. 

. ,  ^  a  to  suggest  undue  influence  or  fraud 

that  he  preferred  to  reward  a  stranger  who  had 
made  his  declining  years  happy  and  contented 

*  * 
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with  a  portion  of  his  fortune,  rather  than  to  yield 
the  whole  of  it  to  an  unfilial  son  or  to  a  grandson 
who  neither  needed  it  nor  wras  entitled  to  it?” 
(Justice  Gould’s  Op.,  Rec.,  p.  496.) 

A  fiduciary  may  be  defined  as  a  person  holding 
property  in  trust  or  confidence. 

Svance  vs.  Jurgins,  144  Ill.,  507. 

“The  word  ‘fiduciary’  expresses  trust  reposed;  rela¬ 
tions  which  involve  the  receipt  and  payment  of  money 
belonging  to  another  over  to  him.” 

Sutton  vs.  De  Camp,  4  Abb.  Pr.,  483. 

“The  phrase  ‘fiduciary  capacity’  implies  a  fiduciary 
relation  existing  previous  to  or  independent  of  the 
particular  transaction  from  which  the  debt  arises.” 

Bracken  vs.  Miller,  104  Fed.,  522. 

So  it  was  held  in  Mississippi  that  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  that  State  that  the  chancery 
court  should  have  jurisdiction  concurrently  with  the 
Circuit  Court  of  suits  on  bonds  of  fiduciaries  and  public 
officers  for  failure  to  account,  etc.,  the  word  fiduciaries 
embraced  those  and  those  only  who  were  bound  for  the 

discharge  of  express  trusts,  -  technical  trusts. 

Barnard  &  Co.  vs.  Sykes,  72  Miss.,  297. 

So  under  the  bankrupt  law  it  was  held  that  no  fiduciary 
relation  existed  between  buyer  and  seller  of  merchandise 
which  wrould  prevent  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  releasing 
the  purchaser  from  a  judgment  for  the  price  of  goods 
although  the  sale  had  been  induced  by  his  fraudulent 
representations. 

Goodman  vs.  Herman,  60  L.  R.  A.,  85. 


Kindness  and  affectionate  tenderness  will  not  place 


one  in  a  fiduciary  relation,  and  cast  suspicion  upon 
gifts. 

Studybaker  vs.  Cofield,  159  Mo.,  596. 

Conley  es.  Nailor,  supra. 

COMMENTS  ON  APPELLANT’S  BRIEF. 

Parts  of  appellant’s  brief  are  not  based  upon  evidence 
or  any  fair  construction  of  it.  It  abounds  in  adjectives 
belonging  wholly  to  the  brief  writer  and  declares  condi- 
tions  that  do  not  exist. 

It  assumes  that  Mrs.  Cramer  pretended  to  be  a  medium 
(p.  7) ,  that  she  sustained  confidential  relations  with 
Mr*  Hurd,  and  that  by  undue  influence  she  procured 
money  from  him  (p.  11),  whereas  the  record  is  barren 
of  evidence  to  support  these  propositions,  which  form 
the  issues.  Other  parts  of  the  brief  are  unfair  and 
unwarranted. 

To  say  (p.  20)  that  Mrs.  Cramer  admitted  $10,000 
.  was  given  in  May,  1909,  in  immediate  connection  with 
letters  she  had  written  which  she  did  not  tell  Mr.  Hurd 
did  not  come  from  his  wife  is  unwarranted,  as  the  only 
evidence  on  the  subject  is  that  of  Mrs.  Cramer,  who 
said  that  she  wrote  these  letters  in  a  spirit  of  nonsense 
ridiculing  Mrs.  Shafer’s  letters,  which  she  had  always 
pronounced  fakes.  How  can  counsel  expect  respect 
to  be  shown  their  contentions  when  they  pretend  that 
this  evidence  establishes  that  these  letters  were  written 
in  good  faith  by  Mrs.  Cramer  and  so  received  by  Mr. 
Hurd? 

Mr.  Hurd’s  “profound  belief,*’  his  “intense  longing” 
for  communications  (p.  20);  his  being  a  “childish 
old  man”  “profoundly  in  the  grip  of  his  belief,” 
“possessed  with  a  longing  for  messages”  from  his  wife, 
a  “monomaniac  on  the  subject”  (p.  29);  the  “abiding 
influence”  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  wife  (p.  30);  “his  ruling 
passion”  (p.  31);  that  he  “believed  profoundly  in  the 
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possibility  of  communicating  with  the  spirit  world,” 
his  supreme  desire  to  receive  messages,”  amounting 
to  a  “monomania”  (p.  32);  a  “childish  old  man  in  the 
grip  of  a  belief  that  made  him  a  ready  dupe”  (p.  40); 
that  he  was  “constantly  imploring”  Mrs.  Cramer  to 
get  letters  (p.  41);  that  he  had  a  “consuming  desire” 
for  letters  (p.  49);  that  he  was  “devoted  to  the  memory 
of  his  wife,  believing  with  all  his  heart  in  the  possibility 
of  communications,  and  was  “passionately  desirous 
of  receiving  messages,”  “receiving  messages  for  which 
he  had  been  pleading”  (p.  59);  that  he  had  a  “passionate 
desire”  for  letters  from  his  wife,  who  was  his  “guiding 
spirit”  (p.  64);  that  he  was  in  his  “second  childhood” 
(p.  65) ,  that  he  had  an  ardent  desire  ’  for  communica¬ 
tions  from  his  wife  (p.  67),  are  all  figments  of  the  brief- 
writer’s  brain,  unsupported  by  evidence  and  without 
foundation  in  fact. 

The  contention  that  Mr.  Hurd  was  incapable  of  safe¬ 
guarding  his  property  while  under  the  domination  of  his 
belief  in  spiritualism  (p.  18)  should  at  least  be  supported 
by  some  e\  idence  that  he  had  done  some  business  under 
such  conditions.  For  counsel  to  say  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
knew  by  her  own  admissions  that  Mr.  Hurd  believed 
her  to  be  a  medium,  and  that  she  admits  the  writing  of  two 
letters  signed  “Mary”  (p.  28)  is  inexcusable,  for  not  one 
word  of  testimony  supports  such  statement.  She  denies 
writing  any  spirit  letters  and  the  statement  by  counsel 
that  she  admitted  writing  two  letters  signed  “Mary” 
can  only  be  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  she  ad¬ 
mitted  writing  “spirit  letters,”  a  proposition  we  believe 
counsel  will  not  pretend  was  true. 

Appellant  claims  (p.  30)  that  the  issues  should  be 
determined  on  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hurd  and  of  Mrs. 
Cramer,  but  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  testimony  must  be  added 
the  monuments  created  by  Mr.  Hurd  himself  and  the 
statements  made  by  him  to  others  concerning  his  desire 
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to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer,  his  gifts  to  her  and  his  desire  that 
she  should  resign  office  in  order  to  marry  him.  But  his 
own  position  is  untenable,  for  he  claims  that  though  Mrs. 
Cramer  dominated  Mr.  Hurd  no  engagement  existed 
between  them.  If  she  dominated  him,  how  easy  it  would 
have  been  to  have  written  a  spirit  letter  requesting  Mr. 
Hurd  to  marry  her.  Is  it  to  be  presumed  that  her 
“dominating”  influence  extended  only  to  obtaining 
money  and  not  so  far  as  marriage? 

Nothing  done  by  Mr.  Hurd  has  been  shown  to  be  the 
result  of  “spirit”  influence.  The  witnesses  who  testify 
as  to  the  influence  of  Mr.  Hurd’s  wife  did  not  see  him 
once  a  year.  The  “abiding  influence”  of  his  wife  did  not 
prevent  him  from  wanting  to  marry  Mrs.  Margaret 
Smith,  Hattie  Smith,  or  Mrs.  Cramer.  The  marriage 
of  Margaret  Smith  was  not  broken  off  by  any  spirit  letter, 
as  appellant  contends  (p.  35).  Blanche  Shafer  under¬ 
took  to  break  this  engagement.  It  was  broken  because 
Mr.  Hurd  visited  Margaret  Smith  at  a  time  when  another 
man  was  present,  and  the  most  that  can  be  claimed  for 
the  “spirit  letter”  is  that  it  induced  Mr.  Hurd  to  go  to 
that  place  at  that  time,  but  as  Blanche  Shafer  had  per¬ 
sonally  undertaken  to  induce  him  to  go  there  doubtless 
her  persuasions  had  as  much  influence  as  her  faked 
letter.  As  Mr.  Hurd  had  been  giving  his  grandson 
$1,000  a  year  and  other  presents  of  $10,  $20,  and  $30 
from  time  to  time,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  believe 
that  in  buying  him  a  silk  hat  and  taking  him,  with  some 
others,  to  an  Inaugural  Ball  it  was  his  desire  to  afford 
pleasure  to  the  young  man  and  to  the  others  as  much  as 
a  desire  to  comply  with  the  request  of  a  fake  letter. 

Appellant  concedes  that  he  does  not  connect  any  specific 
false  representation  with  any  gift  (p.  43).  Such  concession 
should  end  the  case. 

“If  it  does  not  appear  that  he  (the  grantor) 
was  incapable  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental 


_ 


debility,  of  exercising  a  discriminating  judgment 
in  the  disposal  of  his  property,  or  was  driven  to 
make  the  gifts  in  question  against  his  own  wishes , 
and  under  some  influence  that  he  was  unable, 
no  matter  from  what  cause,  to  resist,  the  relief 
must  be  denied.” 

Ralston  vs.  Turpin,  129  U.  S.,  663. 

Conley  vs.  Nailor,  118  U.  S. 

There  is  nothing  to  warrant  the  belief  that  Mr.  Hurd 
harbored  no  resentment  toward  his  son  until  Mrs. 
Cramer  “became  his  custodian.”  His  letter  (p.  12) 
shows  that  he  had  given  Hattie  Smith  $12,000  because 
of  the  tact  that  the  marriage  was  broken  off,  and  his  son 
testifies  that  he  prevented  Mr.  Hurd  marrying  Hattie 
Smith,  and  “after  that  he  didn’t  like  me  very  well  for 
interfering  with  his  affair.”  (Rec.,  p.  175). 

Mrs.  Cramer’s  answer  and  her  testimony  are  con¬ 
sistent.  Her  answer  denies  that  she  gave  Mr.  Hurd  any 
letters  purporting  to  come  from  his  wife,  and  she  does 
not  admit  in  her  testimony  that  she  did,  as  appellant 
pretends  (p.  52)  but  on  the  contrary  denies  it.  Nothing 
else  can  be  made  of  her  testimony. 

Appellant  is  unwarranted  in  saying  (p.  66)  that  every¬ 
thing  among  Mr.  Hurd’s  papers  pointing  to  Mrs.  Cramer 
having  obtained  money  had  disappeared.  There  is  no 
testimony  that  anything  had  disappeared.  Mr.  Hurd 
does  not  say  so.  All  of  his  books  of  which  anybody 
had  knowledge  were  there.  Lee  Hurd  says  that  Mr. 
Hurd  kept  a  diary  several  years  before,  and  says  it  is  his 
impression  that  from  his  habit  he  kept  such  a  book 
(p.  108).  Mrs.  Cramer  never  heard  of  such  a  diary  and 
Mr.  Hurd  does  not  mention  it,  and  it  is  very  remarkable 
that  this  secretive  old  gentleman  should  have  informed 
Lee  Hurd  that  he  kept  a  memorandum  of  all  the  moneys 
he  expended,  particularly  when  he  was  so  careful  to 
keep  all  record  of  his  gifts  from  his  account  books. 
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To  contend  that  no  engagement  existed  between  the 
two  would  at  least  call  for  an  explanation  of  the  letter 
of  December  2,  1904  (Rec.,  p.  312). 

Mrs.  Cramer  in  her  testimony  explains  the  mistake  in 
her  answer  about  her  knowledge  of  threats  (Rec.,  pp 
66,  360,  361). 

Mr.  Hurd  was  asked  in  examination  in  chief  if  he  had 
ever  wanted  to  marry  Mrs.  Cramer  and  said  “no,” 
and  it  is  conceded  that  this  letter  of  December  2  was 
-  shown  him  (p.  68).  He  had  every  opportunity  to  ex¬ 
plain  it,  but  did  not  do  so  then  or  in  rebuttal,  after  the 
letter  was  in  evidence.  The  authenticity  of  the  letter  is  con¬ 
ceded.  Counsel  plays  upon  words  when  he  intimates 
that  this  letter  was  not  a  proposal  to  marry  (p.  72). 
His  proposal  was  prior  to  this  but  the  letter  was  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  immediate  marriage. 

The  letter  of  March  26  relative  to  the  $10,000  does 
not  negative  the  idea  of  an  engagement,  and  was  written 
for  exhibition  to  others  after  his  death. 

Mrs.  Cramer  did  not  get  a  check  for  $350  while  Mr. 
Hurd  was  at  the  point  of  death  (p.  73).  He  was  suddenly 
stricken  two  or  three  days  after  he  had  given  her  the 
check,  which  was  dated  March  8th  (Rec.,  p.  41). 

Counsel  again  plays  on  words  when  he  says  (p.  74) 
that  it  is  admittedly  false  that  Mrs.  Cramer  loaned 
Mr.  Hurd  $4,000,  and  endeavors  to  convey  the  idea  that 
she  has  made  a  false  statement.  If  anyone  made  a  false 
statement  it  was  Mr.  Hurd,  and  he  did  so  for  an  object, 
to  wit,  to  enable  her  to  realize  on  the  note  he  gave  her. 
It  is  a  farce  for  counsel  to  pretend  they  think  that  any¬ 
one  tried  to  convince  Mr.  Hurd  that  he  had  borrowed 
$4,000.  He  was  given  a  chance  to  explain  his  letter,  but 
probably,  not  having  told  Lee  of  these  matters,  did  not 
go  into  them  in  his  testimony. 

It  is  not  surprising  Mrs.  Cramer’s  testimony  should 


differ  from  Air.  McLean  s,  who  saw  her,  seeking  evidence 
that  she  sought  to  keep  from  giving. 

Counsel  again  plays  upon  words  when  he  says  that 
Airs.  (  ramer  told  Lee  she  had  promised  to  give  Air. 
Hurd  chloroform  (p.  89).  The  question  asked  was 
whether  or  not  she  had  told  Dr.  Hurd  that  she  would 
give  Air.  Hurd  something  to  finish  him,  to  which 
she  answered,  “Alercy,  no!”  (Rec.,  p.  337). 

Appellant  contends  that  Airs.  Cramer  made  mis¬ 
statements  and  is  unworthy  of  belief.  It  is  confidently 
submitted  that  not  a  single  misstatement  appears 
in  her  testimony,  although  she  was  on  the  stand  for 
more  than  fourteen  hours  on  four  different  occasions, 
whereas  Lee  Hurd,  the  moving  party  in  this  case,  is 
convicted  out  of  his  own  mouth  of  deliberate  falsehood. 

Lee  Hurd's  Testimony  .—At  the  outset,  having  been 
told  by  his  attorney  that  a  conservator  could  be  ap¬ 
pointed  in  Connecticut  for  a  resident  only  (Rec.,  p.  487), 
he  swears  that  his  grandfather  had  lived  with  him  “on 
and  off  for  about  five  or  six  years”  (Rec.,  p.  19),  yet  in 
his  bill  he  swears  that  Air.  Hurd  had  lived  in  Washington 
for  t?he  past  nineteen  years  (Rec.,  p.  2),  and  in  his  testi¬ 
mony  says  his  grandfather  never  made  his  home  in  Con¬ 
necticut  (Rec.,  pp.  84,  85),  and  that  for  six  or  eight 
years  his  home  had  been  in  Washington,  and  after 
refusing  to  answer,  finally  said,  upon  advice  of  counsel, 
that  his  testimony  given  in  Connecticut  was  not  true, 
but  was  what  the  probate  judge  there  dictated  (Rec.! 
p.  486)  contrary  to  what  he  said.  He  explains  by  saying 
that  he  told  the  probate  judge  the  facts,  and  the  latter 
dictated  the  testimony  for  him  to  swear  to,  and  he  did 
not  pretend  to  contradict  him  (Rec.,  p.  486),  yet  at  that 
time  he  had  already  filed  his  verified  petition  alleging 
Air.  Hurd  to  be  a  resident  of  Connecticut,  which  peti¬ 
tion  had  been  prepared  by  his  attorney  (Rec.,  p.  16) 
after  Lee  had  been  told  that  it  was  necessary  that  Air. 
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Hurd  be  a  resident  of  Connecticut  in  order  ' to  have  a 
conservator  appointed.  This  petition  was  filed  within 
a  week  after  Mr.  Hurd  was  taken  from  Washington, 
when,  as  Lee  testifies,  he  was  too  sick  to  make  up  his 
mind  whether  he  intended  to  return  to  Washington  or 
not,  and  was  not  in  shape  to  say  whether  he  would  go 
to  Connecticut  or  not  (Rec.,  p.  85),  and  while  his  wife 
says  his  mind  was  not  clear  (p.  125). 

Lee  Hurd  swore  to  the  original  bill  herein  and  set 
forth  matters  therein  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  yet  when 
cross-examined  says  all  was  upon  information. 

He  testifies  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  stiffness  in  Mr. 
Hurd’s  lower  limbs  was  caused  by  over-stimulation  of 
strychnine,  trying  to  intimate  what  he  had  already  told 
his  grandfather,  that  Mrs.  Cramer  poisoned  him.  Yet 
Dr.  Machinek,  whom  plaintiff  put  on  the  stand,  testified 
that  he  had  administered  all  the  strychnine  to  Mr. 
Hurd,  who  improved  under  it.  After  it  was  shown  con¬ 
clusively  by  medical  testimony  that  strychnine  could 
not  produce  stiffness  in  one  portion  of  the  body  only, 
it  is  inconceivable  that  he,  a  physician,  should  not  have 
looked  up  authorities,  yet  in  his  rebuttal  testimony 
he  reiterates  his  former  opinion  (Rec.,  p.  485),  which 
is  either  wilfully  false  or  an  exhibition  of  crass  ignorance, 
for  it  is  stipulated  that  the  evidence  conclusively  estab¬ 
lished  the  fact  that  the  physical  condition  of  Mr.  Hurd 
in  March,  1910,  could  not  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of 
strychnine  (Rec.,  p.  500). 

We  submit  that  the  decree  dismissing  the  bill  with 
costs  should  be  affirmed. 

ARTHUR  A.  BIRNEY, 
WHARTON  E.  LESTER, 

*  Attorneys  for  Appellee. 
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^ottri  of  ||iafrkf  of  ^olumbia. 

January  Term,  1913. 


No.  2483. 

LEE  M.  HURD,  Executor  of  the  Estate  of  Fenton  J. 

Hurd,  Appellant, 

vs. 

LAURA  R.  CRAMER,  Appellee. 

REPLY  BRIEF  FOR  APPELLANT. 

The  brief  filed  on  behalf  of  the  appellee,  Laura  R.  Cra¬ 
mer,  is  so  full  of  misstatements  of  the  testimony,  and  the 
conclusions  attempted  to  be  drawn  therein  are  so  un¬ 
founded,  that  leave  is  asked  briefly  to  reply  thereto. 

The  Writing  of  Spirit  Letters, 

The  contentions  on  page  3  of  said  brief  that  the  witness. 
Shafer,  whom  counsel  politely  characterize  as  “either  a  pre¬ 
varicator  or  a  fool,”  knew  of  no  instance  in  which  Mr.  Hurd 
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was  influenced  by  spirit  letters,  and  that  she  was  “the  only 
witness  to  testify  to  the  writing  of  spirit  letters,”  are  both 
untrue.  Mrs.  Shafer  testified  to  the  breaking  of  the  en¬ 
gagement  to  Margaret  Smith  by  means  of  letters  from  Marv 

14J0}’  and  1116  inaugural  ball  incident  (Rec 
P-  140) ;  and  in  the  testimony  of  the  defendant,  Cramer  a 
carefully  studied  attempt  was  made  to  show  that  Mrs 
Shafer  was  writing  such  letters  to  Hurd  practically  to  the 
402)  Le  left  U  ^inngton  (Rec.,  pp.  325,  327,  328,  387,  388, 

Hurd’s  Devotion  to  His  Wife.  ] 

li  °!  C0UnSe1,  0n  page  10  of  said  brief,  to  make 

hgh  of  Hurd  s  devotion  to  his  dead  wife  is  completely  met 

by  the  statements  of  Mrs.  Cramer’s  own  witnesses  as  gi“n 

tTueTeffect3  S'  ^  3^2)’  th°Ugh  U  *  doubtless 
true  the  effect  of  their  testimony  was  to  “discredit  the  proofs 

ol  his  affection  for  Mrs.  Cramer.”  No  witness  except  de- 
endant  herself  attempts  to  treat  with  contempt  Hurd’s  sin¬ 
cere  regard  for  his  wife,  Mrs.  Cramer’s  own  sister,  Mary  £ 

Knorlein,  characterizing  Mrs.  Hurd  as  the  old  man’s  “guid¬ 
ing  star”  (Rec.,  p.  245). 

Hurd  Not  Cross-Examined  as  to  Spirit  Letters. 

Counsel’s  contention,  on  page  13  of  their  brief,  that  the 
story  told  by  lenton  J.  Hurd  was  concocted  by  Lee  Hurd 
is  amusing  when  we  remember  that  through  more  than  six- 
t^n  pages  of  the  printed  record  this  old  man,  who  they 
admit  was  sick,  weak  in  mind  and  body,”  was  cross-exam 
ined  by  counsel  quick  to  see  and  seize  upon  everything  that 
would  advantage  their  client,  and  was  not  asked  a  question 
as  to  the  writing  of  spirit  letters  by  Mrs.  Cramer,  to  which 

474  4751  Th  1D  a,*6'  “  rebuttal  (Rec”  PP-  46-48, 

474,  475)  This  is  the  more  significant  when  we  consider 

the  attempt  made  by  counsel  on  such  cross-examination  to 
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induce  the  old  man  to  say  he  had  borrowed  $4,000  from 
Mrs.  Cramer — a  claim  which  Mrs.  Cramer,  if  not  her  coun¬ 
sel,  knew  was  false. 

The  Claim  That  Hurd’s  Testimony  Eliminates  the  $10,000 
Procured  in  1909  From  Consideration. 

On  page  22  of  appellee’s  brief  the  contention  is  for  the  first 
time  advanced  that  Hurd’s  testimony  that  Mrs.  Cramer 
was  to  give  him  a  mortgage  for  the  $10,000  obtained  by 
her  in  May,  1909,  eliminates  that  amount  from  the  cause 
as  being  inconsistent  with  the  bill  of  complaint;  counsel 
can  hardly  be  serious  in  this  contention.  The  bill  is  not 
merely  to  vacate  gifts  secured  by  fraud;  it  seeks  to  require 
from  the  defendant  an  accounting  for  moneys  obtained  by 
fraud.  The  bill  alleges  that  the  fraud  consisted  in  her 
falsely  pretending  to  be  a  medium,  and  the  defendant  her¬ 
self  admits  that  in  immediate  connection  with  the  receipt 
by  her  of  this  $10,000  she  wrote  him  the  two  letters  signed 
Mary  which  she  admits  writing. 

Mrs.  Cramer  Did  Not  Write  These  Letters  Under  Protest. 

The  contention  that  these  letters  were  written  by  Mrs. 
Cramer  “under  protest  that  she  was  not  a  medium,”  on  page 
23  of  appellee’s  brief,  is  entirely  unfounded.  She  does  not 
so  testify,  but  on  the  contrary  told  Hurd  she  could  write  / 
letters  like  Mrs.  Shafer  wrote  (in  the  genuineness  of  whose 
letters  it  cannot  be  questioned  Hurd,  as  Mrs.  Cramer  well 
knew,  had  faith),  and  would  do  that  for  him,  and  in  fact 
did  write  them.  She  further  testifies  that  at  least  one  of 
these  letters  did  refer  to  the  $10,000  received  in  May,  1909, 
and  may  have  said,  “Be  good  to  Laury”  (Rec.,  pp.  327,  328, 
387,  418).  There  was  not  only  no  protest  testified  to,  but 
the  record  shows  that  she  did  not  tell  him  the  letters  did  not 
come  from  his  wife. 


Mr.  Hurd  testifies  (Rec.,  p.  4/5)  that  Mrs.  Cramer  never 
refused  to  write  letters  for  him  from  Mary,  but  was  always 
willing  to  do  so.  And  he  told  Mrs.  Shafer  and  Mrs.  Har¬ 
riet  Hurd  that  Mrs.  Cramer  was  a  medium  and  was  getting 
letters  from  Mary  for  him  (Rec.,  pp.  141,  145,  160).  Coun¬ 
sel  overlook  this  fact  in  stating,  on  page  41  of  their  brief, 
that  a  remarkable  fact  is  that  Mr.  Hurd  never  spoke  of  her 
(Airs.  Cramer)  acting  as  a  medium,  though  he  freely  told 
of  other  persons  who  wrote  him  letters.”  So,  also,  in  com¬ 
menting  upon  the  fact  that  there  were  but  six  gift*,  while 
Hurd  testified  Mrs.  Cramer  wrote  him  50  to  100  letters, 
counsel  forget  that,  according  to  Mrs.  Cramer’s  own  testi¬ 
mony,  she  was  in  the  receipt  frequently  of  small  amounts 

(Rec.,  p.  320),  the  aggregate  of  which  she  would  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  give. 

Review  of  Some  of  the  Authorities  Cited  by  Appellee. 

An  examination  of  the  authorities  cited  in  the  brief  of 
the  appellee  will  show  that  not  only  are  they  clearly  distin¬ 
guishable  from  the  case  at  bar,  but  many  of  them  plainly 
support  the  contention  of  the  appellant. 

In  Conley  rs.  Nailor,  118  U.  S.,  127,  cited  on  page  35  of 
the  biief,  the  suit  was  to  set  aside  a  deed  made  by  a  father  for 
the  benefit  of  his  illegitimate  children.  The  court,  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  questions  of  fraud  and  undue  influence  said 
(p.  135) : 

“On  this  branch  of  the  case  the  plaintiffs  have 
taken  pains  to  prove  that  the  defendant  treated 
jailor  with  great  kindness  and  unremitting  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  wants  and  comforts,  but  they  have  shown 
nothing  else.  There  is  an  absence  of  proof  that  the 
defendant  used  either  threats,  strategem,  importu¬ 
nity,  or  persuasion  to  induce  Nailor  to  execute  the 
deeds.” 

This  distinguishes  that  case  from  the  one  at  bar,  in  which 
it  has  been  shown  defendant  wrote  Hurd  letters  from  his 
deceased  wife  telling  him  to  “be  good  to  Laury.” 
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Towson  vs.  Moore,  187  U.  S.,  17,  was  a  case  of  a  gift  by  a 
mother  to  two  daughters  with  whom  she  made  her  home 
and  to  whom  she  sustained  relations  peculiarly  close.  The 
court  cites  and  quotes  from  the  decision  in  Taylor  vs.  Tay¬ 
lor,  (8  How.,  183  (cited  in  appellant’s  brief  at  page  86),  with 
especial  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  daughter  to  the  father 
produced  in  evidence  in  that  case,  and  which  was  held  to 
he  a  fabrication. 

Davis  vs.  Calvert,  5  G.  &  J.,  269,  was  a  contest  as  to  the 
validity  of  a  will — a  single  instrument — and  it  may  well  be 
that  the  alleged  fraud  and  undue  influence  had  to  enter  into 

the  making  of  the  will  in  order  to  avoid  it.  The  case  is 
essentially  different  from  this.  But  in  that  case  it  was  said 
(p.  302) : 

That  degree  of  importunity  or  undue  influence 
which  deprives  a  testator  of  his  free  agency,  which 
is  such  as  he  is  too  weak  to  resist  and  will  render  the 
instrument  not  his  free  and  unconstrained  act,  is 
sufficient  to  invalidate  it.” 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  upon  the  evidence  in  this 
case  showing  Hurd’s  belief  in  the  possibility  of  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  spirit  of  his  deceased  wife,  his  desire  for  such 
communications,  his  belief  in  the  powers  of  Mrs.  Cramer 
as  a  medium,  and  the  writing  by  her  of  such  communica¬ 
tions,  the  influence  exerted  upon  him  was  such  as  he  was 
“too  weak  to  resist,”  especially  in  view  of  his  advanced  age. 

Again,  in  Davis  vs.  Calvert,  at  page  303,  it  is  said: 

“Fraud  vitiates  everything  with  which  it  is  con¬ 
nected.  A  will  or  testament  obtained  by  fraud  is 
void,  and  though  fraud  is  never  to  be  presumed,  yet 
it  is  not  necessary  to  prove  it  by  positive  and  direct 
evidence.  But  being  generally  wrapped  up  in  mys¬ 
tery,  if  well  concerted,  it  is  generally  by  circum¬ 
stances  only,  by  inductions  of  particulars  some  of 
them  apparently  trivial,  that  it  can  be  brought  to 
light  and  defeated.” 
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That  it  need  not  be  proved  that  the  fraud  or  undue  influ¬ 
ence  was  exerted  at  the  precise  moment  of  the  act  under 
review  is  seen  from  the  following  language  of  the  court  in 
Davis  vs.  Calvert  (p.  303) : 

“The  sixth  instruction  does  not  look  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  and  direct  resort  to  and  exertion  of  fraudulent 
suggestions  and  undue  influence  at  the  time  the  will 
was  made,  nor  to  the  exercise  of  it  in  the  procure¬ 
ment  of  that  particular  instrument,  but  to  a  general 
controlling  undue  influence  and  dominion,  operating 
upon  the  testator  at  that  time  and  inducing  its  exe¬ 
cution,  which  so  far  is  right  and  proper.” 

See  also  2  Pomeroy  Eq.  Jur.,  sec.  956. 

In  Beyer  Le  Fevre,  186  U.  S,  114,  testatrix  gave  her 
property  to  an  adopted  son  and  a  niece,  both  of  whom  lived 
with  her,  to  the  exclusion  of  two  sisters.  Prior  to  making 
he  will  she  had  thought  her  husband  would  inherit  her 
property,  but  being  advised  it  would  go  to  her  sisters,  she 
made  the  will,  creating  a  precatory  trust  for  her  husband, 
riiere  was  no  showing  that  any  influence  or  suggestion  had 
been  made  by  the  adopted  son,  and  the  court  found  that  the 
requests  of  the  niece  could  not  be  considered  as  unduly  in- 
tiuencing  the  execution  of  the  will. 

In  Ralston  w.  Turpin,  129  U.  S.,  674,  the  court  says  a 
section  of  the  Georgia  Code  declaring  “any  relations  shall 
be  deemed  confidential  arising  from  nature,  or  created  by 
law,  or  resulting  from  contracts,  where  one  party  is  so  situ¬ 
ated  as  to  exercise  a  controlling  influence  over  the  will,  con¬ 
duct,  and  interest  of  another;  or  when,  from  similar  rela¬ 
tions  of  mutual  confidence,  the  law  requires  the  utmost  good 
faith,  such  as  partners,  principal  and  agent,  etc.,”  is  “an 
expression  of  the  general  rule  that  has  always  governed 
courts  of  equity.”  The  rule  of  good  faith  laid  down  by 
1  Story  Eq.,  section  315,  is  recognized, the  court  saying:  “We 
do  not  intend  to  qualify  or  weaken,  in  any  degree,  these 
salutary  doctrines.”  But  upon  the  evidence  it  was  held 


;*  -•■■*  -  ’:- 


plaintiff  had  not  shown  the  deeds  were  obtained  by  undue 
influence. 

Mackall  vs.  Mackall,  135  U.  S.,  167,  was  a  suit  to  set  aside 
a  deed  by  a  father  to  a  son  who,  after  the  separation  between 
the  father  and  mother,  made  his  home  with  the  father  and 
assisted  him  in  his  affairs,  the  plaintiffs  having  gone  with 
the  mother  and  taking  her  part  in  the  family  differences. 

In  Sawyer  vs.  White,  122  Fed.,  223,  the  case  was  that  of  a 
gift  by  a  father  to  a  son  who  had  served  him  with  rare  faith¬ 
fulness.  The  court,  while  holding  that  it  is  the  use  of  the 
confidential  relation  to  obtain  a  deed  or  devise,  and  not  the 
mere  existence  of  the  relation,  that  vitiates  a  grant,  said 
(p.  225) : 

“It  is  true  that  when  an  unnatural  or  unreason¬ 
able  gift  or  devise  is  made — such  as  one  by  a  ward  to 
his  guardian,  or  by  a  helpless  invalid  to  his  nurse, 
or  bvaclient  to  his  trusted  attorney — the  presumption 
at  once  arises  that  the  fiduciary  relation  was  used  to 
overcome  the  will  of  the  grantor,  and  that  the  deed 
or  devise  is  voidable.  But  when  the  natural  gift  of 
a  parent  to  his  loved  and  trusted  child  is  in  question, 
this  presumption  is  met  by  the  still  stronger  pre¬ 
sumption  that  such  a  gift  is  the  natural  and  reason¬ 
able  act  of  the  parent,  and  that  the  free  will  of  the 
donor  inspired  the  gift,  uninfluenced  by  the  trust 
relation”  (citing  authorities). 

In  Banner  vs.  Rosser,  96  Va.,  238,  it  appeared  that  the 
confidential  relation  had  long  ceased  when  the  transaction 
attacked  took  place.  But  the  court  lays  down  the  rule  as 
to  transactions  between  persons  where  confidential  relations 
exist  thus: 

“Equity  wisely  views  with  jealousy  transactions  be¬ 
tween  persons  holding  a  fiduciary  or  confidential  re¬ 
lation  to  each  other,  and  will  not  suffer  one  party, 
standing  in  a  relation  of  which  he  can  avail  himself 
against  the  other,  to  gain  an  advantage  from  that 
circumstance,  for  it  is  founded  in  a  breach  of  confi- 
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dence.  These  relations  and  the  equitable  principles 
go\erning  them  are  fully  discussed  bv  Story  in  1  Fo 
•fur.,  secs.  307,  323  ”  1  °  ln  1  ' 

In  Studybaker  vs.  Cofield,  159  Mo.,  612,  cited  on  page  53 

>f  the  brief  of  appellee,  the  court  recognizes  the  relation 

>etween  parishioner  and  pnest  as  a  fiduciary  one,  and 

fo W  h  aPPr°Val  fr°m  27  A-  *  E‘  Eneyc.  Law,  460.  as 

°ngIn  °f  the  confi<1ence  and  the  source  of 
,n?b\0  IT"'6,  '.“erial.  The  rule  embrace. 

relations'fhnt  relatlons  and  those  informal 

relations  that  exist  whenever  one  trusts  in  and  relie< 

ffionTnfact  exist?”"1'  qUeSti°n  DoeS  SUch  a 

And  if  such  be  the  relation  between  parishioner  and 
pnest,  how  much  the  more  should  this  rule  be  applied  in 
the  case  of  medium  and  believer  in  spirit  communication’ 

•ti  VT^7  friUed  'hat  ‘he  fore*oi"g  authorities 

ted  m  the  brief  of  the  appellee,  so  far  as  they  are  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  case  presented  by  this  record,  are  not  only  not 
m  opposition  to  the  right  of  the  appellant  to  relief,  but 
strongly  support  that  right.  We  are  not  dealing  with  gifts 
fmni  parents  to  children,  but  to  moneys  obtained  from 
a"  0l.d  ma">  sustaining  no  relation  of  kinship  to  the  party 
^unng  them,  by  fraudulently  taking  advantage  of  his 
belief  eommunioations  with  the  spirit  world  and  in  the 
honesty  of  such  communications  given  to  him  bv  such 
part\  in  whom  he  had  “explicit  confidence.”  To  such  a 
situation  should  be  applied  the  salutair  rule  announced  by 
this  four  tin  its  latest  utterance  on  the  subject  of  undue  in- 
fluence  the  case  of  Hagerty  m.  Olmstead,  40  Wash.  Law 

bri5’  ^  C  d  a"d  qU°‘ed  fr°m  °n  Page  27  of  appellant’s 

The  ceses  of  f'rue  vs.  Loring,  120  Mass.,  507:  Jones  vs 
-Newhall  llo  Mass.,  244,  and  Suter  vs.  Matthews,  115  Mass' ' 
253,  cited  by  appellee  as  showing  that  the  existence  of  a 
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constructive  trust  does  not  give  a  court  of  equity  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  are  easily  distinguishable  from  the  case  at  bar.  Frue 
v9m  Loring  was  a  suit  for  damages  for  the  conversion  of 
stock;  Jones  vs.  Newhall  was  a  suit  by  the  vendor  for  the 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  of  sale  of  real  estate— in 
other  words,  to  require  the  vendee  to  pay  the  purchase- 
money,  which,  of  course,  he  could  recover  at  law;  while 
Suter  vs.  Matthews  was  a  suit  to  compel  the  defendant  to 
refund  to  plaintiff  the  amount  he  had  paid  in  the  repur¬ 
chase  of  certain  stock  wrongfully  disposed  of  by  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

In  Hobart  vs.  Andrews,  21  Pick.,  526,  533,  it  was  said 
that  'a  case  rarely  arises  where  a  party  has  a  plain,  adequate, 
and  complete  remedy  at  law  for  a  breach  of  trust.”  And 
m  Frue  vs.  Loring,  supra,  the  jurisdiction  of  equity  is  de¬ 
flated  to  extend  “equally  to  express  and  implied  trusts.” 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  moneys  fraudulently  obtained  by 
the  appellee  have  been  traced  into  negotiable  notes  in  her 
possession,  but  which  she  could  readily  place  beyond  the 
i  each  of  execution,  unless  a  court  of  equity  interfered,  and 
thus  render  a  judgment  at  law  against  her  fruitless.  Doubt¬ 
less  such  a  situation  would  be  pleasing  to  her  and  her  coun¬ 
sel  ,  but  can  it  be  that  a  court  of  equity  is  powerless  in  the 
premises? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  A.  FORD, 
WALLACE  D.  McLEAN, 

H.  GORDON  PIERCE, 
Attorneys  for  Appellant. 
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